Park Cities Stamps
Byron Sandfield

64405 North Central Expressway, Suite 316
Dallas, Texas 75206
e-mail: byron@mailtlc.com
For Appointment: (214) 361-4322

Quality Postal History

Brownsville, TX with Scott 157 and 5 x Scott 158 to Cairo, 1874,
at 17¢ North German Union closed mail rate. Trieste, Alexandria
and Cairo backstamps. Right edge sheared about 3/16.”

Also, well-stocked in U.S., Classics, Revenues and Locals
Please visit my table at this upcoming show:
TEXPEX 2008
Doubletree Hotel Near the Galleria
Dallas, Texas, Apr. 11-13, 2008
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president’s message
New Year’s resolution is to stay the course
By Arthur P. von Reyn
With the New Year upon us, my resolution is to stay on our present course, with the intention of growing the Texas Philatelic Association into the nation’s premier regional philatelic
society. And, from what I have heard from you directly, or through other parties, most of you
are in agreement that positive steps have been taken to improve our image and increase
the benefits we offer. As might be expected, there have been a few bumps along the way,
but for the most part the goals that were set two years ago have been achieved. The glaring
exception is extending our outreach to youth collectors. Your leadership will endeavor to
address this concern and continue to broaden the appeal of the Association during the New
Year. And of course, I eagerly solicit any suggestions you might have!
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR TPA PROGRAMS AT STAMP SHOWS
A number of members who attended TEXPEX 2007, and non-members as well, enjoyed
Jim Stever’s presentation Republic of Texas Postal History. This program was accommodated
by accelerating the business portion of our annual meeting, and expanding the time allotted
to two hours. The effort was an extraordinary success.
Continuing to sponsor presentations like Jim’s not only
provides great exposure to the TPA, but another reason for
members to attend our meetings. In addition to future TEXPEX
shows, our objective should be to make these programs a part
of other large state shows, such as the Greater Houston Stamp
Show and the Mid-Cities Stamp Expo. Not sponsoring such
an event at Ameristamp Expo 2009 in Arlington would be a
great omission for our organization. To accomplish this objective—don’t run for the doors—volunteers are needed.
Volunteers do not have to have specialized Texas-related
collections. Any interesting topic is fair game. I know many
TPA members have superlative but largely dormant exhibits
and specialized collections, so giving a presentation is a great
Rex H. “Jim” Stever gave his excuse for dusting off that material and sharing your knowledge
Republic of Texas Postal History with both fellow and prospective TPA members.
program at TEXPEX 2007
The TPA will help out by scanning your material into computerized images and turning it into a PowerPoint presentation that is preserved on a computer CD. The TPA can provide the owner a copy, if desired, and keep one for loaning out to
chapters. Take a look at the article on page 42 to read what the American Topical Association
is doing in this direction as relates to their old slide programs.
To volunteer, please pickup the phone and call me at (214) 902-0858, e-mail me at apvr@
texasphilatelic.org, or write me at P.O. Box 561622, Dallas, TX 75356-1622.
If you don’t contact me, then probably no one else will either!
DON’T FORGET ABOUT PAYING YOUR 2008 DUES
While I continually beat the drum about volunteering and donating, what’s most important this time of year is to retain each and everyone as a member as we build the TPA for the
future. If you just got too busy during the holidays and failed to send in that $12 check for
annual dues, now is the time to do so! Should you not be sure whether any dues are owed,
 The Texas Philatelist January-February 2008

look at the set of numbers above your name on the envelope this journal came in: if “2007”
appears as the last four digits, then your dues for this year have not yet been received by
our treasurer, Lyle Boardman. You can mail dues to him at 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX
78739-3005. Don’t forget that it’s now easier than ever to pay dues—we accept Mastercard
and Visa—which you can also use on our website, www.texasphilatelic.org.
Note that members who have not paid their dues by the next publication date of this
journal, in late February, will be listed therein as “dropped for non-payment of dues.” I hope
there will be absolutely no listings under that heading this time around!
CLASSIFIED BOURSE ADS FOR THE TEXAS PHILATELIST
One of most amazing statistics concerning the TPA membership is the fact that more than
95% of you have complete collections and absolutely no duplicates to dispose of. How was
this determined to be fact? Well, less than five percent of our members ever take advantage
of the free “classified bourse” ad offer made available throughout the year! However, if you’re
among the small percentage of TPA members who still need items for your collection and/or
have extra material to dispose of, then this is a reminder that a form for submitting your free
30-word ad appears in this publication on a regular basis, or for more instant gratification,
can be accessed on our website, www.texasphilatelic.org.
DON’T MISS TEXPEX 2008 DUE TO CHANGE IN DATES
As noted elsewhere in this journal, the dates for TEXPEX 2008 have been moved up a
week. We don’t want to miss you, so please adjust your calendars accordingly!
In Philatelic Friendship,
Arthur P. von Reyn

The Texas Philatelic Association
www.texasphilatelic.org
“Friendship Through Philately”
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Three lucky collectors win new Scott catalogues

T

hree lucky collectors who entered a pair
of drawings sponsored by the Texas
Philatelic Association are now owners of the
2008 edition of Scott’s Specialized Catalogue
of United States Stamps and Covers.
Winners of the first drawing were Mark
Solomon of Richardson, Texas, and He Jun of
The Woodlands, Texas. To be eligible to win
one of two catalogues, all collectors had to do
was register at the TPA information table at the
National Topical Stamp Show in Irving, the
Greater Houston Stamp Show in Humble or
the Mid-Cities Stamp Expo in Grapevine.
There were 92 entries in that drawing,
which was staged after the conclusion of the
Grapevine event. The prizes were donated by
TPA President Arthur P. von Reyn.
The winner of the second drawing, Howard “Skip” Medlock of Lubbock, Texas, was
selected from the names of individuals who
met the 100-Stamp Challenge for the 2007

Youth Holiday Stamp Design Contest, an
annual event for youngsters up to age 18 that
is sponsored by the TPA and the TPA Foundation; the 2007 edition garnered 146 entries.
According to Youth Holiday Stamp Design
Contest coordinator Jane King Fohn, “The
100-Stamp Challenge gave us a big boost
with 183 packets received. One member [also]
donated a first-day cover for each child, and
another J.F. Kennedy memorial covers for all
the youngsters.”
Stamp catalogue giveaways will continue
during 2008, with all collectors eligible to
register for a chance to win. Simply stop by
TPA information tables at major Texas stamp
shows, beginning with TEXPEX, which will
now be held April 11-13 in Dallas, Texas (see
“TEXPEX 2008 dates change due to hotel’s
snafu,” next page) and then at the annual
shows sponsored by the Houston Philatelic
Society and the Mid-Cities Stamp Club.

STAMP COLLECTIONS WANTED
I am always interested in buying collections and estates of United
States and Foreign Stamps and Covers. For larger collections, I
will visit you. I can offer many years of experience as a professional
stamp dealer in Texas (call
for a free copy of my book
Fifty Years of Texas Philately).
You will find that I treat both you
and your stamps with the respect
and courtesy you deserve.

Charles Deaton

P.O. Box 2465
Fredericksburg, TX 78624-1922
Phone (713) 927-9948
cwdeaton@aol.com

FROM JUNE-OCTOBER
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Contact me on Cape Cod:
P.O. Box 2836
Orleans, MA 02653
Phone (508) 240-2683

TEXPEX 2008 dates change due to hotel’s snafu
By Tom Koch
he TEXPEX 2008 dates have been moved
to one week earlier than originally announced and are now April 11-13, 2008. The
reason for the switch at such a late date was a
scheduling error made by the host hotel.
The Doubletree Hotel Near the Galleria
changed its booking system over the past year
and some of the long term dates for TEXPEX
were listed incorrectly, including 2008. An
agreement was signed back in 2004 that locked
in the April 18-20, 2008 weekend but the
hotel booked another large group into that slot
when the current personnel took over.
Faced with moving the show to another
venue, staging it a week earlier, or cancelling it
altogether, the show committee polled most of
the dealers and received support to switch the
dates to April 11-13. It was fortunate this time
was clear of other World Series of Philately
shows, as well as Southwestern regional shows.
The American Philatelic Society, which sponsors the World Series, approved the move.
As relates to next year’s event, a bye for
TEXPEX 2009 was received due to a conflict with the APS Ameristamp Expo set for
Arlington that year. However, an agreement
has been reached to hold TEXPEX as a part
the APS event. There was some sentiment on
the show committee that TEXPEX should

T

rest with the bye and skip a year, but for the
benefit of philately in Texas and for the healthy
continuance of the show, the show committee
worked out a basic plan to join with the APS
event, scheduled for late February 2009.
Details for 2009 are not complete but a
World Series exhibition of 100 frames will be
held separately from the APS exhibition and a
joint banquet will be held. The TPA will have
facilities to hold its 113th Annual Convention
along with the ability to present all of its annual awards. The show program will identify
TEXPEX and the TPA prominently with lists
of records, etc. There will be only one dealer
bourse, although it will be much larger than
the stand alone TEXPEX shows.
For the latest on TEXPEX 2008, visit
http://www.texasphilatelic.org/texpex.htm.
Editor’s Note: Tom Koch is chairman of the
TEXPEX 2008 stamp show.
Stamps and Postal History of Italy

LO GIUDICE

162, via Roma
94010 Gagliano C.to(EN)
Italy
stampsario@aol.com

The Texas Philatelist January-February 2008 

THE POSTAL HISTORY
OF

THE POWELL BROS.
LIVESTOCK EMPORIUM
FROM THE COLLECTION OF
NORMAN ALAN COHEN
48-page book in full color
Size 8½” x 11”

$20.00

Price includes shipping and handling per book.
Texas residents add $1.81 state sales tax per book

ORDER FORM
SEND TO: Halifax Trading, Ltd. • P.O. Box 29543 • Dallas, TX 75229-0543
Please send me ___ copies of The Postal History of the Powell Bros. Livestock Emporium at $20.00
each plus $1.81 Texas sales tax, if applicable.

Name

Phone

Address
City
 Check
 Money Order

State

ZIP

 Credit Card #
Expiration Date

•

Verification Code*

Name and Billing address on card (if different from above):

Cardholder Signature
*Last three digits of seven numbers in card signature block.

editor’s notes
TPA Chapters have a new forum for publicity
By Douglas Moss
There is a new publicity tool in this issue that is available to all our chapters and units—a
full page for each chapter’s news. The Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society has taken the lead
in accepting the offer—the result is on page 37. Note that the content can be almost anything—recent meeting activities, news on an upcoming show, honoring award winners, club
outings, you name it, as long as it is chapter related. The more colorful the better; photos are
welcome and can tell a story without a lot of words.
This is also a great outreach tool for each chapter and unit; The Texas Philatelist is not only
mailed out to TPA members, but also distributed at stamp shows throughout the year; occasionally a thousand or so additional copies are mailed out in a TPA member recruitment
drive, something a local group can also benefit from.
TIMELINESS OF THE JOURNAL
A big apology goes out from me to you for the tardiness of the first issue of The Texas
Philatelist in 2008. The holidays passed quicker than I anticipated and little work was done.
Second, there was a big change at my place of work that led to me having take a week long
trip to Philadelphia the first week of 2008, putting me further behind. Add to all of this a
crushing defeat of the Cowboys at the hand of the Giants, it has been difficult to get anything
accomplished since Christmas. I will do my best to get things back on schedule and look
forward to hearing from you in 2008. Sending me an article, writing a letter to the editor,
placing a classified advertisement, and so forth, will make this task a lot easier.

Youth leaders and children appreciate contest

J

ane King Fohn, who coordinated the
recently concluded 2007 TPA Youth Holiday Stamp Design Contest, reports she has
received notes of appreciation from contest
participants, Here are their comments:
“I want to say what a great job you are doing and thank you for all the stamps you gave
the boys. I gave them their stamp packets at
our Christmas Party, and they were all excited.
Next year you will be receiving more entries.
My Boy Scout troop has grown to 42 boys.
Again thank you.”
Mac Garza, Scout Master
Houston, Texas
“The students will be delighted. At our
meeting in January we will share the goodies
with our club members.”
Patricia Walter, Leader
Brookshire Elementary School Stamp Club
Winter Park, Florida

“Thank you and the Texans for running
the contest.”
St. Mary’s School Stamp Club
Janet E. Collmer, Leader
Clinton, New York
“Thank you very much for the nice stamps
you sent. I like them a lot.”
Puja Satish (age 5)
Cypress, Texas
“Thank you for all my prizes. It was cool
to see my stamp in a publication.”
Graham Grable (age 11)
Manhattan, Kansas
“Thank you for all the wonderful philatelic
things. The book [Tales by Mail by Karen
Cartier] has some great stories. I also like the
stamps.”
Haley Grable (age 8)
Manhattan, Kansas

The Texas Philatelist January-February 2008 

TPA/OPS Fall Auction bests spring results
Auction timing switched to summer and winter schedule
By Gil Weiser
he TPA/OPS 2007 Fall Auction proved even more successful than the pioneer spring effort,
with $1,231.50 in sales, almost double that of six months ago. And, to better accommodate
the bimonthly and quarterly publication schedules of the two organizations’ journals, future
auctions will be staged in the summer and winter.
As compared to the 2007 Spring Auction, there were about a third more bidders participating and quarter more lots from which to choose. Bidding were 30 TPA and five OPS members,
with 26 of them winning one or more items. As might be expected, the United States and related
material proved most popular, followed by lots related to Germany, which included several
dirigible flight covers. Least popular were four lots from New Zealand, none of which sold.
Receiving the most bids were lots 16, 15, 11, 13 and 75, ranging from eight to six bids
each; only 10 lots went for the minimum bid amount, of which nine consisted of mint U.S.
sheet stamp lots.
Of the 92 offerings, almost three quarters were sold. Of the 25 unsold lots, none were “no
minimum bid” lots.
Lots were donated to the TPA by Lyle Boardman, Jon Allen, Doug Moss and George Woodburn, bringing $96.68 in proceeds for the TPA’s “Journal Publication Fund.” Items donated to
the TPA or OPS are always welcome, but should meet the same standards as regular lots, i.e.
a minimum catalogue value of $5.00 and reasonable quality—no large lots of damaged items,
assorted cheap stamps, or common first day covers.
Here are the prices realized in the 2007 TPA/OPS Fall Auction:

T

Lot
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Price
32.00
0.00
25.00
50.00
40.00
0.00
0.50
4.00
8.50
18.00
17.50
0.00
5.50
7.00
17.00
45.00

Lot
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

Price
20.00
7.00
17.00
12.00
0.00
16.00
13.00
13.00
7.50
4.50
4.50
4.50
8.00
4.00
15.00
15.00

Lot
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47

Price
0.00
0.00
0.00
13.00
0.00
12.00
30.00
7.50
5.00
205.00
5.00
24.00
75.00
12.00
0.00

Lot
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62

Price
5.00
33.00
5.50
4.50
10.50
10.00
15.00
0.00
0.00
4.50
0.00
4.00
34.50
21.50
28.00

Lot
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77

Price
42.50
28.50
4.50
0.00
51.00
0.00
4.00
0.00
10.00
10.00
8.00
10.00
4.00
0.00
5.00

Lot
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92

Price
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
20.00
14.00
7.00
6.50
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
6.00
5.00
0.00

As mentioned earlier, the timing of the auctions has been changed, with the TPA/OPS 2008 Summer
Auction listings to appear in the TPA and OPS journals that are published in July.
Members of both organizations may now submit auction lots for the next auction. Sellers are cautioned
to be careful when setting minimum bids; Scott catalogue values are generally for “very fine” material;
older items that are rated just “very good” may sell for as little as 10% of catalogue value, while exceptional
pieces in “extremely fine” or “superb” condition might go for many times the prices Scott quotes.
A lot submission form appears on the opposite page.
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TPA/OPS Summer Auction 2008
SELLER’S LOT DESCRIPTION FORM
Name

 TPA or  OPS Membership No.

Address

E-mail

City

State

Zip

Phone

For each lot, include a description of the item. Note that “grade” refers to centering and, if used, cancellation;
“condition” refers to freshness, gum status and presence of faults.
Lot #1

Country

Catalog

Grade

Number

Condition

Value

Minimum Bid (Optional)

Brief Description
Lot #2

Country

Catalog

Grade

Number

Condition

Value

Minimum Bid (Optional)

Brief Description
Lot #3

Country

Catalog

Grade

Number

Condition

Value

Minimum Bid (Optional)

Brief Description
Lot #4

Country

Catalog

Grade

Number

Condition

Value

Minimum Bid (Optional)

Brief Description
Lot #5

Country

Catalog

Grade

Number

Condition

Value

Minimum Bid (Optional)

Brief Description
SAMPLE DESCRIPTION
Country
Grade

VF

U.S.

Catalog 2008 Scott Number

Condition

Unused, no gum

Brief Description

240

Value

Minimum Bid (Optional)

$600.00
$30.00

50¢ slate blue Columbian Exposition

LIMIT FIVE LOTS. Each lot must have a minimum catalog/estimated value of $5.00. We reserve
the right to combine or divide submitted lots and to reject lots with excessive minimum bids relative
to the quality of the material submitted.
MAIL LOTS TO: Arthur P. von Reyn, P.O. Box 561622, Dallas, TX 75356-1622. Lots must be
received by April 12, 2008. Lots may also be dropped off at the TPA table at TEXPEX 2008 by the
same date. Selected higher value, single item lots will be illustrated in The Texas Philatelist, and
additional ones pictured on the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org.
I understand that a 5% commission with a $1.00 minimum will be deducted from the total proceeds
on the above lots, and that any unsold lots will be returned to me at my expense.
Mail unsold lots to me (if neither box is
checked, postal insurance will be added):
 with postal insurance.
 without postal insurance,

(Signature)
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Heritage Auction Galleries reenters philatelic arena
By Arthur P. von Reyn
fter a 14-year hiatus, Heritage Auction
Galleries of Dallas, Texas, flashily reentered the philatelic arena in late December of
2007 with an $825,000 private treaty sale of
an Inverted Jenny stamp.
The mint Inverted Jenny, position number
84 on the pane of 100 error stamps purchased
in 1918 at a Washington, D.C. post office by
collector William T. Robey, is one of the finest
known, and one of no more than a half dozen
never-hinged copies.
Heritage’s move back into the philatelic
market was prompted by termination of a
non-compete agreement with Escala Group,
which has bought a number of collectible
auction houses over the past few years. In
1993, Heritage sold what was first known as
Steve Ivy Philatelic Auctions, and later as Ivy,
Shreve, & Mader Philatelic Auctions, to Greg
Manning Auctions, which was subsequently
absorbed into Escala.
Coincidentally, Charles Shreve of Dallas,
who helped Heritage enter the stamp business
in the first place in 1980, sold his Shreves
Philatelic Galleries to Spink & Son, Ltd. of
London last September. Shreve founded what
is now known as Spink Shreves Galleries in
1994 after leaving Ivy, Shreve & Mader.
Heritage acquired the position 84 Inverted
Jenny from Sonny Hagendorf of Scarsdale,
New York for $750,000 and, according to a
press release quote from Greg Rohan, Heritage’s

A

president, “sold
it to a senior
Wa l l St r e e t
executive who
is a long-time
coin collector.
This is the first
rare stamp he’s
ever purchased. Position 84 “Inverted Jenny”
He told me it’s
a great value and he’s thrilled.
“I was the under-bidder on his behalf at
the Siegel’s auction in November when the
Inverted Jenny position number 57 was offered,” explained Rohan. That stamp, lightly
hinged but graded somewhat higher, sold for
$977,500, including buyer’s premium.
Heritage hopes many of its rare coin clients
will be interested in stamps, since many collectors are both philatelists and numismatists.
The firm’s press release said Heritage “had
almost $600 million in public auction and
private transaction sales of rare collectibles and
fine art in 2007, making it the world’s largest
collectibles auctioneer and the world’s third
largest auction house overall.”
Heritage was founded in 1970 in downtown Dallas as Steve Ivy Rare Coins and currently offers items that include Americana,
books and manuscripts, art, coins, comics and
comic art, currency, entertainment memorabilia, jewelry and timepieces, movie posters,
and sports collectibles.

HAVE MORE FUN! COLLECT PRECANCELS!

TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB
Come to our next meeting:
Friday and Saturday, March 14-15, 2008
Clarion Inn, 1503 South Texas Avenue
College Station, Texas
For more information: John C. Foster
retsof@texas.net or call (512) 346-8253
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Free to TPA Members!
“Classified Bourse” Ad in

The Texas Philatelist
and on

www.texasphilatelic.org
Members who paid their 2008 dues by December 31, 2007 are eligible to receive
one free 30-word ad for two issues of The Texas Philatelist and for four months on
our website www.texasphilatelic.org. Ads will run on a space-available basis this
year. You may submit your ad anytime during the year in one of three ways:
(1) complete and mail the form below (or a photocopy thereof).
(2) write the information on a blank sheet of paper in the format of the form
below and mail.
(3) use the form on our website www.texasphilatelic.org.


Yes! I have paid my 2008 dues. Here is my free “Classified Bourse” ad of up to 30 words
(name, address, phone, FAX and e-mail do not count towards the 30 words):

Name

Telephone

Address

FAX

City

State

ZIP

E-mail
Submit your ad on our website
www.texasphilatelic.org or mail this form to:

The Texas Philatelist
Editor
305 Saint Lukes Dr.
Richardson, TX 75080-4830
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Retirement allows overseas philatelic adventures
By Dr. W. Craig Boyd
ne of the benefits of retirement is having
the time to travel extensively and add to
a stamp collection. Since retiring eight years
ago, my wife Jan and I have journeyed to over
eighty different countries. Stops in some lands
have been while on land tours, but most have
been during port visits from cruise ships.
Our favorite trip has been an annual
world cruise from Southampton, England,
which allows calls to countries less frequented
by tourists.
I never visit a port without anticipating
a purchase of local issues of postage stamps.
The port guides from the ship often provide an
approximate location of a post office. We have
had a variety of experiences from finger-pointing, when there is a language barrier, to some
very concise English directions. I am grateful
for the patience of my wife, especially when
these episodes last longer than expected.
Payment for the stamps has taken many
different forms. There have been some occasions where the clerk would accept U.S.
currency for a purchase. This has been true
in Barbados, Viet Nam, Cape Verde and
Malta. More often, only the local currency
was accepted. Most of the time the postal
clerk would allow me to peruse the stock of
available stamps. After making my selections,
the clerk would give me a total cost. Then the
next step would be to go to find an ATM or
a money exchange place to obtain the proper
local currency so as to not leave the port with
unusable local currency. The use of the Euro
has helped transactions in many ports. In Estonia and Sweden, there were conveneint ATMs
in the post office. In Tahiti and Australia, I
have had to use a credit card to complete my
transactions.
Sometimes a post office will have stamps
on sale from more than one country. In Tahiti, I was able to purchase stamps from New
Caledonia and Wallis et Futuna; on St. Helena
in the Atlantic, I also found stamps from As-

O

cension and Tristan de Cunha; the Singapore
post office had the stamps of Great Britain,
Australia and Brunei; and in Hong Kong I
also found the stamps of Macau.
Once in a while in smaller countries, the
clerks only sell to tourists desirable stamps
at above face value. In that case, it’s a choice
of taking it or leaving it! In the Seychelles
Islands and Tonga I found many of the prior
year stamps packaged on a stock card and offered for considerable amount over face value.
It is common to find year sets on sale after
the individual stamps have gone off sale. In
Tahiti and in Lisbon, Portugal, the year sets
were sold at face value. I have always found it
more exciting to search the different ports of
call for new issues rather than to join a new
issue service.
When the post office boxes are in the

The author checks out some new philatelic acquistions while at a Falkland Islands post office. (Photo
by Jan Boyd)
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For a collector on a cruise, visiting a local post office or philatelic agency while in port is essential. Consulting the port guides before disembarking will often provide the approximate location of philatelic
stop such as this, the Philatelic Bureau in Singapore. (Photo by author)

same building as the postal counters, I often
wander in and have a look at what has been
discarded in the waste baskets. I have some
very nice postally used items in my collection
from this source.
While on Cyprus for four weeks, I was able
to visit with the same clerk in Apia Napa—he
was fascinated with the Texas accent and
greeted us with “George Bush” again and
again. I asked this clerk about any local collectors or stamp dealers. He said to wait outside
and went to his phone. Shortly thereafter, a
cab appeared and the young driver turned out
to be a part-time stamp dealer. He later met
me at the hotel with a Cyprus catalogue. We
struck a deal and he later returned the following day with my stamps. I was pleased with my
purchase and offered to trade mint U.S. stamps
that I had with me for additional stamps of
Cyprus. This exchange was satisfactory and
we have since kept in touch and made other
stamp swaps.
I have a network of friends and relatives
who save stamps for me. I mail postcards
to them from various ports and retrieve the
stamps upon our return. It is seldom that the
stamps are damaged in the mail, but it’s fairly
common for cards to arrive with the stamps
uncanceled. It is quite rare for cards not to
arrive here. Unfortunately, I have experienced

the removal of higher denomination stamps
from cards before they were sent on their way.
Perhaps it is poverty and the fact that some
high value stamps are equal to several hours of
wages for disadvantaged individuals in those
countries.
Once we spent four weeks in Malta and I
located two stamp dealers. They priced Malta
issues that were off sale at twice the face value
or more; that is pretty much what one will pay
back in the States, so I stuck with the local post
offices. As we traveled the island, we found
about a dozen post offices. We also located
the Philatelic Bureau in Valletta, which offered
stamps going back several years. I bought a lot
of stamps using a credit card and left an order
for the next new issue as well. I went back
to one of the dealers who had a stockbook
of Australia with all of the stamps the same
price. I relieved him of the dollar values for
my trading stock.
The Australian post office probably has
taken more of my money than any other
destination. I have been to the post offices in
all of the port cities as well as the philatelic
bureau in Sydney. During our last visit to the
Sydney philatelic counter, I was befriended by
a gentleman named Mr. Paine, who asked if I
knew of the Methodist Stamp Shop in Wesley
Center. He took us there and we spent an
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hour observing their arrangement and buying
a few Tongan issues from a stockbook. They
had several file cabinets with mini-collections,
mixture picks and multiple albums. There
were about twelve customers there and they
all seemed to know each other. I have since
corresponded with Mr. Paine and have helped
him fill spaces in his U.S. album. He has done
the same for me.
Sometimes ports of call are rather remote.
In addition to Saint Helena, probably the
most remote destination has been the Falkland
Islands. The sale of stamps is an important
part of their revenue for both countries and
they accept the British pound or the U.S.
dollar. A nice selection of picture postcards is
offered, with many featuring penguins. Both
sell stamps from South Georgia as well as the
British Antarctic Territory (BAT). I discovered
South Georgia stamps have no postal validity
in the Falklands, which is probably more often the case that not in instances where post
offices sell stamps for multiple countries. I

even located some local dealers while in the
Falklands and had great fun picking through
boxes of used Falkands and mint BAT issues.
The final philatelic adventure I will share
is from 1998. We made a trek into Nepal and
spent 21 days growing very fond of our tent
with the help of our Sherpa guides. It was
hard work living at 10,000 to 18,000 feet.
Part of the reward was finding stamps in the
small remote settlements. Often the post office would be in a store, such as a pharmacy,
operating from a table and a file cabinet. For
the most part, they had different selections of
Nepalese stamps. In Katmandu, the post office
is much larger, but they were just as friendly
and helpful as the in the small villages
About the Author: Dr. W. Craig Boyd has
collected stamps for over 60 years and joined
the TPA in 1970, becoming a life member in
2003. He is a member of the Dallas-Park Cities
Philatelic Society, in which he served in various leadership capacities. He primarily collects
worldwide used stamps.

Professionals Serving
The Philatelic
Community of Texas
For Information Contact:
GEORGE KUBAL
P.O. BOX 1196
HEWITT, TX 76643-1196
(817) 666-7755
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texas connection
Texan founded world-famous dance company
By Douglas Moss
The founder of the world-famous Alvin
Ailey American Dance Theater began life
in the small Texas town of Rogers, in Bell
County. The discrimination he faced as an
African-American growing up in the segregated South was reflected in his artistic work
as a gifted choreographer. Revelations, drawn
upon his experiences and observations in
black Baptist churches, is one of the most
performed modern ballets in the world.
Alvin Ailey was born January 5, 1931,
the only child of a young mother. The father
abandoned the family when Alvin was only
six-months old. Soon thereafter, the two
moved to Navasota. Seeking greater opportunities, his mother took him west to Los
Angeles in 1942. There, Alvin was exposed to
dance and began his career by taking modern dance classes with Katherine Dunham.
He met his mentor, Lester Horton in 1949,
who ran a racially mixed dance company. In
1953, the athletic Ailey performed for the
first time; Horton died shortly thereafter, and
Ailey took over as artistic director.
Ailey left Los Angeles for Broadway in
1954, dancing with partner Carmen DeLavallade in the Truman Capote production House
of Flowers. After the play closed, Ailey continued to hone his ballet, modern dance and
acting skills with choreographers Martha
Graham, Doris Humphrey, Charles Weidman,
and Karel Shook .
In 1958, his American Dance Theater,
drawing upon the talents of seven AfricanAmerican dancers, debuted in New York City.
The inaugural production, Blues Suite, was
both a critical and financial success, Revelations followed two years later, becoming the
company’s signature ballet.
Ailey retired from dancing in 1965, concentrating on choreography and running
his company. He choreographed 79 ballets
during his career.
His dance troupe traveled worldwide,

Alvin Ailey, honored in 2004 on one of the American Choreographers stamps, founded the Alvin
Ailey Dance Company, which is still recognized as
the premier Afro-American modern dance unit.

sometimes sponsored by the United States
State Department. It became the first American dance company to tour the Soviet Union
in 50 years, receiving a standing ovation of
over twenty minutes at a 1970 Leningrad
performance. By 1989, 15-million people
worldwide had seen a performance of the
dance company.
Ailey received many honors during his
lifetime. In 1976, he was awarded the Spingarin Medal by the NAACP, the highest award
bestowed by the civil rights organization. In
1988, he received Kennedy Center Honors. He
died December 1, 1989 from complications
of AIDS and was honored in 2004 on one of
the American Choreographers stamps.
Renamed the Alvin Ailey American Dance
Theater after his death, the company remains
an important player in modern dance. The
theater is directed by his protegee, Judith
Jamison and frequently stops in Texas on its
national tours.
References:
Texas Online, s.v. “Alvin Ailey” http://texas-on-line.
com/graphic/alvinailey.htm (accessed 12/13/2007).
Internet Movie Database, s.v. “Alvin Ailey” http://
www.imdb.com/name/nm0014617/bio (accessed
12/13/2007).
Wikepdia, s.v. “Alvin Ailey” http://en.wikipedia.org/
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Free to Dance Biographies, s.v. “alvin Ailey” http://
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Assessment plans provided basic insurance
By Lou David Allen
sion salesman. The enrollment fees constituted
efore the 1930s, the insurance companies the commission on policies; instead of a dollar,
of Texas were not strictly controlled by the payment might be a chicken or some other
any agency. Anyone could start a company commodity that the salesman could convert
with limited capital, which meant some insur- into cash.
ance companies had little or no surplus to pay
When a claim was paid by the plan adout claims. One way to get in the business with ministrator, an assessment notice would be
little capital was to create an “assessment plan sent out to all other policyholders requesting
insurance company.”
reimbursement for the payment made to the
Such companies would allow an individual named beneficiary.
to enroll for a nominal sum, usually a dollar,
Other abuses occurred besides backdated
and become a member of an insured group. policies. Occasionally the north side of a
Premiums consisted of
payments that policyholders would pitch in
whenever another member suffered a loss. Usually
this was a death—policies
were originally meant to
cover burial costs; later
loss of life and limb were
added to the coverage.
These basic plans were
most popular in the days
of the Great Depression,
as few people had the
money to pay for a “prop- Above and below are the front and back sides of a “death call” notice sent
er” funeral. The policies by a Brownwood, Texas-based “local mutual aid association” to a Bernard
D. Tidwell of Rising Star, Texas. Close examination reveals the card was
usually provided $150 mailed to Tidwell twice, first asking for a payment , and secondly, as a
for burial costs, which receipt, as evidenced by a double cancellation with different dates and a
included a “Mississippi stamp placed on the top of another stamp.
flat top casket.” This was
a greatly needed service;
the alternative might be
to bury a loved one in the
peach orchard.
Some people might
not have a policy when
they showed up at the
funeral home and were
thus sold one backdated
a day before the date of
death.
Policies were oftentimes sold by a commis-

B
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county would receive bogus assessment notices
to send money for a death on the south side
and vice versa. In those days, news traveled
slowly, and folks who were out-foxed never
knew it. As long as the insured paid their duns,
they were kept insured; those who failed to pay
the assessment were dropped.
Regulation came to Texas insurance companies in the late 1920s by way of the State
Board of Insurance Commissioners, who were
appointed by the Governor to clean up the
insurance business, and they eventually did.
Scandals in the mid-1950s prompted a much
tougher cleanup, with commercially operated
assessment plans becoming history, although
non-profit “local mutual aid associations” were
allowed to continue in operation.
Looking at the philatelic side of how the
assessment plan insurance policies worked,
on the opposite page is a common postcard
addressed to Bernard D. Tidwell of Rising
Star, Texas. The front of it has what looks like
a cancellation with a double impression. A
closer examination reveals the postcard has two
different dates in the postmark and was thus
mailed to the same recipient twice.
After receipt of the assessment notice, Mr.
Tidwell, or another member of the family,
carefully placed an unused one-cent Franklin
stamp, Scott 623, over the original one so the
card could be mailed back as proof of payment.
The card and payment was then inserted into
an envelope and mailed to the Pecan Valley
Mutual Life Insurance Association, a local
mutual aid association which operated in
Brownwood, Texas.
The death call requested on this postcard
was for two claims that had been paid out of
the treasury, the first being an undisclosed
amount to a W.M. Calley of Ranger, Texas,
for the loss of a leg.
The second claim was for $1,000, payable
to the beneficiary of Mary M. Allen of Cisco,
Texas. The author journeyed to the cemetery
in Cisco with the help of his cousin, Caryon
Garrett, and found the grave marker of Mary
M. Allen, shown above. It was rather odd

A $1,000 claim was paid by the Pecan Valley Mutual Life Insurance Association to the beneficiary
of a policy owned by Mary A. Allen, whose name
is mentioned in the “Death Call” card on the opposite page. The author found her grave marker
in a Cisco, Texas, cemetery.

feeling to view the grave of an actual person
mentioned on the death call card. The death
call year date was 1929, which matches the
date of death on the grave marker. For some
reason, the date of birth is not inscribed on
the marker. Perhaps no one knew when Mary
Allen was born.
Another salient note about the first card is
that the insurance amount was per person; the
card directs the recipient to send two dollars
if addressed to a “Mr. and Mrs.” Therefore,
Mr. Tidwell was either single or did not have
spousal coverage. The “Paid” rubber stamp on
the card indicates it was received on the 16th
of the month, which was probably September.
There is no cut-off date for payment on the
card; those terms were likely explained in the
policy.
The second death card, shown on the next
page, also possesses a return one-cent Franklin
stamp. But in this case, the stamp was overlaid
on a postal card, Scott UX27. The amount
requested is twice as much as the first card,
probably because it has two death claims of
$1,000. The return address is different, which
could imply a change in the association’s officers by then. Like the first card, it has a “Paid”
rubber stamp, this time of the 20th of the
month, most likely November, 1929.
One question is why did Pecan Valley use

The Texas Philatelist January-February 2008 17

ginning of the Great
Depression. Mary Allen never knew of the
impending economic
crisis. It’s doubtful
that A.E. Evans, W.A.
Jarrell or I.B. Jones,
listed on the second
card, did either. Anyway, it would not have
mattered to them for
long.
Earl Looney, who
is listed as president
Two months after Death Call #39, Mr. Tidwell received number 41, so another
on the first card, is
was received in the interim. Assuming that was a normal rate, what amounted
to a $1,000 insurance policy was costing about $15-$20 a year. Like the card still remembered by
illustrated on page 16, this one was mailed twice by the Pecan Valley Mutual old-timers in BrownLife Insurance Association, the second time as a receipt.
wood. Described as an
“honest man” providing a legitimate “assessment” insurance
to his policy owners,
it was said he drove an
Oldsmobile around
town until his death
over 30 years ago.
The kind of insurance he provided was
extremely beneficial
to the people of that
time; a $150 turn key
funeral lifted a great
a card with a one-cent Franklin stamp for the weight from people’s shoulders for what was
notice dated September 2, 1929, and then an easily made investment.
switch to a postal card for the subsequent
In researching this article the author asked
mailing dated November 2, 1929? An expla- several people if they had heard of death
nation might be that at the time of the first calls. No one had. However, according to
mailing, the local post office was out of stock John Greeley, the Commissioner for Public
of the large uncut postal card sheets that were Information at the Texas Department of
sold to companies for multiple printing on the Insurance, five local mutual aid associations
backside. We will never know for sure, but it still exist, although one is in the process of
is fun to speculate.
dissolution. Perhaps one or more readers can
The card dates of September and Novem- share information as to how these surviving
ber of 1929 are significant in that between groups function before they disappear altothe mailings, the great stock market crash gether. Greeley noted, “They are rapidly going
of 1929 occurred. October 24, 1929 was away as they don’t provide much benefit in
known as Black Thursday and marked the be- today’s world.”
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American Philatelist.
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calendar of events
Unless otherwise noted, admission and parking are free at all shows and bourses listed. Specific details
are not provided for repeating events beyond the first insertion. For inclusion on this calendar and the
one on our website www.texasphilatelic.org select the “Philatelic Event Registration” option under
the “At Your Service” heading on the website home page or prepare the data in the format below and
write to: Douglas Moss editor, The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

JAN. 5-6
2008

TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR
Bourse at the Ramada Plaza Hotel, 7611 Katy Frwy., Houston, Texas. Hours:
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

FEB. 1-2
2008

TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR (Days have changed to Friday-Saturday)
Bourse at the Richardson Civic Center, 411 W. Arapaho Rd., (Next to Richardson City Hall), Richardson, Texas. Hours: Saturday 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

MAR. 8-9
2008

TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR
Bourse at the Marquis Inn, 2635 N.E. Loop 410 (Exit 25B at Perrin-Beitel Rd.), San
Antonio, Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

MAR. 14-15
2008

TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB SPRING ROUNDUP
Spring auction and bourse of the Texas Precancel Club at the Clarion Inn,
1503 S. Texas Ave., College Station, Texas. Hours: Friday 9 a.m. to ? p.m.,
Saturday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Auction on Saturday at 2 p.m. Contact: Katherin
Foster, khfoster@tex.net.

APR. 5-6
2008

TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR
See Jan. 5-6, 2008 listing for details.

APR. 11-13
2008

TEXPEX 2008 (Event dates have been advanced one week, see page 5)
The 112th annual exhibition and convention of the Texas Philatelic Association at the Doubletree Dallas Hotel Near the Galleria, 4099 Valley View Ln.
(I-635 at Midway exit), Dallas, Texas. Show features World Series of Philately
exhibits, bourse, youth booth, USPS substation, cacheted cover and show
cancellation. TPA meetings scheduled on Saturday as follows: Foundation
Trustees at 8:00 a.m.; Board of Directors at 9:00 a.m.; Annual Meeting at 10:00
a.m. Hours: Friday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Southwest Philatelic Foundation, P.O. Box 835491,
Richardson, TX 75083-5491.

MAY 31-JUN. 1 TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR
2008
See Jan. 5-6, 2008 listing for details.
JUN. 21-22
2008

TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR
See Mar 8-9, 2008 listing for details.

JUL. 18-19
2008

TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR (Days have changed to Friday-Saturday)
See Feb. 1-2 , 2008 listing for details.

AUG. 23-24
2008

TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR
See Mar 8-9, 2008 listing for details.

SEP. 5-6
2008

TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR (Days have changed to Friday-Saturday)
See Feb. 1-2 , 2008 listing for details.
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SEP. 19-21
2008

GREATER HOUSTON STAMP SHOW 2008
Annual exhibition and bourse of the Houston Philatelic Society at the
Humble Civic Center, 8233 Will Clayton Pkwy. (exit U.S. Hwy. 59 at Will
Clayton Pkwy. and go east), Humble, Texas. Features exhibits, 33-dealer
bourse, beginners’ booth, Sam Houston Philatelics auction, USPS substation, cacheted cover and show cancellation. TPA meetings scheduled on
Saturday as follows: Foundation Trustees at 8:30 a.m.; Board of Directors
at 9:15 a.m. Hours: Friday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Contact: Houston Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 690042, Houston, TX
77269-0042; Contact: Denise Stotts, stottsjd@swbell.net.

OCT. 25-26
2008

TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR
See Mar 8-9, 2008 listing for details.

OCT. 30-NOV. 1 OKPEX 2008 (Show days are Thursday-Saturday)
2008
Annual exhibition and bourse of the Oklahoma City Stamp Club at First
Christian Church, 3700 N. Walker Ave. (exit I-235 at Northwest 36th St. and
go one block west) in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Show features APS World
Series of Philately exhibits, dealer bourse, cacheted cover and show cancellation. Hours: Thursday 2 p.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6 pm., Saturday
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Joe Crosby, 5009 Barnsteeple Ct., Oklahoma City,
OK 73142-5405; joecrosby@cox.net.
NOV. 8-9
2008

MID-CITIES STAMP EXPO
21st annual exhibition and bourse of the Mid-Cities Stamp Club at the
Grapevine Convention Center, 1209 S. Main St., Grapevine, Texas. Features
exhibits, 27-dealer bourse, beginners’ booth, giant mixture pick, silent auction, chance board, USPS substation, cacheted cover and show cancellation.
Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Stanley
Christmas, elvira6@swbell.net.

NOV. 15-16
2008

TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR
See Jan. 5-6, 2008 listing for details.

DEC. 5-6
2008

TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR (Days have changed to Friday-Saturday)
See Feb. 1-2 , 2008 listing for details.

FEB. 20-22
2009

AMERISTAMP EXPO 2009
Annual winter exhibition and bourse of the American Philatelic Society
at the Arlington Convention Center, Arlington, Texas. Show features APS
World Series of Philately exhibits, bourse, beginners’ booth, cacheted cover
and show cancellation. Further details to come.

APR. 17-19
2009

TEXPEX 2009 (For an update on TEXPEX 2009 activities, see page 5)
Event has been canceled and many of usual activities will be conducted
in conjunction .with Ameristamp Expo 2009.

NOV. 5-7
2009

OKPEX 2009 (Show days are Thursday-Saturday)
See October 31-Nov 2, 2008 listing for details.

APR. 16-18
2010

TEXPEX 2010
See Apr. 11-13, 2008 listing for details.
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New flag stamps highlight 2008 commemoratives
By Arthur P. von Reyn
he first 20 stamps in a 60-stamp Flags
of our Nation series, all in a coil format,
will highlight the 2008 U.S. commemorative
stamp program. The state and territorial flags
in the series are being issued in alphabetical
order—the Texas flag won’t be represented
until 2010.
If many of the other stamp issues seem
familiar to collectors, it’s because they either
relate to previous issues, or, are new entries in
various continuing series.
After last year’s drought, there’s one
native Texan who will receive a postal tribute— George Polk, a CBS radio journalist who
died in 1948 while reporting on the Greek
civil war. Currently, no first day ceremonies
for Texas have been announced.
Four expected new issues were not mentioned in the news release from the U.S. Postal
Service, the most notable being a previously
announced second installment in the America
on the Move stamp series that is to feature “tail
fins and chrome,” meaning classic cars from
the late 1950s and early 1960s. Also planned
are new stamps for the Eid, Hanukkah and
Kwanzaa holidays.
The descriptions of the stamp issues that
follow were provided by the Postal Service
and are listed in the projected date order that
the mail agency might release them. The denominations of stamps issued after April may
be a penny more than illustrated; the Postal
Service announced in mid-November that it
would immediately begin complying with the
Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act

T

of 2006, which allows it to periodically adjust
prices as long as they do not exceed the rate of
inflation for mailing services.

Lunar New Year: Year of the Rat
The 2008 commemorative stamp
program launches
January 9 by celebrating the Chinese
Lunar New Year with the issuance of the
Celebrating Lunar New Year: Year of the Rat
stamp. The rat is the first of 12 animals associated with the Chinese lunar calendar. The
Year of the Rat begins Feb. 7, 2008, and ends
Jan. 25, 2009. The issue was designed by Kam
Mak, an artist who grew up in New York City’s
Chinatown and now lives in Brooklyn

Charles W. Chesnutt
On January 31, the 31st stamp in the Black
Heritage series honors Charles W. Chesnutt,
a pioneering writer recognized today as a
major innovator and singular voice among
turn-of-the-century literary
realists who probed the color
line in American life. Stamp
artist Kazuhiko Sano of Mill
Valley, California, painted
Chesnutt’s portrait based on
a 1908 photograph from the
special collections of Fisk
University’s Franklin Library.

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings
Best known for her Pulitzer Prize-winning
novel The Yearling and her memoir Cross Creek,
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings will be commemo-
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rated on February 21 at the site of her Cross
Creek, Florida, home. Rawlings is remembered
for a series of short stories, novels and nonfiction works about life in the Florida backwoods. Her memoir spurred readers to urge
her to write Cross
Creek Cookery, a collection of southern
recipes that remains a
staple in many kitchen libraries.

American Scientists
Some of the most impressive scientific
achievements of the 20th century will be recognized when the American Scientists stamps
are issued on March 6. The series honors four
scientists:
• Theoretical physicist John Bardeen
(1908-1991) co-invented the transistor, arguably the most important invention of the 20th
century. Bardeen also collaborated on the first
fundamental explanation of superconductivity
at low temperatures, a theory which has had a
profound impact on many fields of physics.
• Biochemist Gerty Cori (1896-1957), in
collaboration with her husband Carl, made
important discoveries that later became the
basis for our knowledge of how cells use food
and convert it into energy. Among her discoveries was a new derivative of glucose, a finding that elucidated the steps of carbohydrate
metabolism. Their work also contributed to

the understanding and treatment of diabetes
and other metabolic diseases.
• Astronomer Edwin Hubble (1889-1953)
played a pivotal role in deciphering the vast
and complex nature of the universe. His meticulous studies of spiral nebulae proved the
existence of galaxies other than our own Milky
Way, paving the way for a revolutionary new
understanding that the cosmos contains myriad separate galaxies, or “island universes.”
• Structural chemist Linus Pauling (19011994) determined the nature of the chemical
bond linking atoms into molecules. His pioneering work on protein structure was critical
in establishing the field of molecular biology
and his studies of hemoglobin led to many
findings, including the classification of sickle
cell anemia as a molecular disease.
For each stamp, artist Victor Stabin of
Jim Thorpe, Pennsylvania, created a collage
featuring a portrait of each scientist combined
with diagrams or photographic representations
associated with their major contributions.

American Journalists
Five journalists who risked their lives
reporting some of the most important events
of the 20th century receive their stamp of approval April 22. The five stamps honor:
• Martha Gellhorn (1908-1998) covered
the Spanish Civil War, World War II and the
Vietnam War in a long career that broke new
ground for women. With her constant focus
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on harm to civilians,
her reporting was
considered a morally
courageous model.
• John Hersey
(1914-1993) was a
versatile writer whose
most famous work,
Hiroshima, describes
what happened when
the United States
dropped an atomic
bomb on the Japanese city that gave the
work its title. Hersey’s
writings appeared in
various publications,
including Time, Life
and The New Yorker.
• George Polk
(1913-1948) was a
talented young CBS
correspondent who
filed hard-hitting radio bulletins from
Greece describing the
strife that erupted
there after World
War II. The Fort Worth native was working
on reports of corruption involving U.S. aid
when he disappeared. His body was found
a week later. The exact circumstances of his
death remain a mystery.
• Ruben Salazar (1928-1970) was the first
Mexican-American journalist to have a major
voice in mainstream news media. His writings in the Los Angeles Times and segments at
KMEX-TV on the Chicano movement of the
1960s added richly to the historical record.
While in Los Angeles covering a Vietnam
War protest, Salazar was killed by a tear gas
projectile.
• Eric Sevareid (1912-1992) was a writer
for the New York Herald Tribune and later a
broadcast journalist for CBS radio recruited by
Edward R. Murrow. He covered World War II,
reporting on the approach of the Germans to

Paris, the exodus from the city and on life in
London during wartime. His later television
commentaries in the 1960s and 1970s on the
CBS Evening News were widely admired.
Fred Otnes of West Redding, Connecticut,
illustrated the stamp pane.

Mount St. Mary’s University
On April 26, the 200th anniversary of
the founding of Mount St. Mary’s University
will be celebrated
with a stamped
postal card issued
on the Emmitsburg, Maryland,
campus. The
stamp art features
a watercolor painting of The Terrace created
by architectural illustrator Frank Costantino
of Winthrop, Massachusetts. Composed of
DuBois, Bruté and McCaffrey Halls, The
Terrace is one of the central attractions on the
university’s picturesque campus.

Minnesota Statehood

The 150th-year celebration
of Minnesota statehood will
be commemorated in May on
a stamp bearing a photograph
by Richard Hamilton Smith
of Park Rapids, Minnesota
and designed by Ethel Kessler of Bethesda, Minnesota. The view, above
Winona, in the southeast part of the state, is
the MN-43/WI-54 bridge spanning the Mississippi River’s main channel.

Frank Sinatra
The Postal Service honors Frank Sinatra
(1915-1998), an Oscar-winning actor and a
supreme interpreter of American popular song.
Stamp artist Kazuhiko Sano
of Mill Valley, California,
chose to present this iconic
figure in a portrait based on
a publicity photograph.
In a 50-year career studded with accolades, Sinatra won several Grammys,
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received the Jean Hersholt Humanitarian
Award in 1971, and was recognized at the
Kennedy Center Honors in 1983. President
Reagan awarded him the Presidential Medal
of Freedom in 1985. Sinatra was a native of
Hoboken, New Jersey, where the post office
bears his name.

Wedding Hearts
The designs of the two
2007 Wedding
Hearts stamps
featuring vines
that form the
shape of a
heart will be reissued in 2008. These stamps
are intended for mailing wedding invitations
and RSVPs. Illustrator Nancy Stahl of New
York City based her designs on memories of
a wide range of intertwined objects, including
silver charms and old-fashioned garden gates.
Each one-ounce stamp is intended for use
on the RSVP envelope often enclosed with a
wedding invitation. Each two-ounce stamp
will accommodate the wedding invitation
with enclosures.

Love: All Heart

The 2008 Love stamp
design, by illustrator Paul
Zwolak, is titled All Heart,
and features an oversized
heart being transported by
its owner to convey that a heart filled with love
could be a gift to one’s beloved, rather than
the usual flowers or candy.

Flags of Our Nation

In mid-June, the first of this multiyear
series of 60 stamps hit the counters of the
nation’s 37,000 post
offices. The series highlights the Stars and
Stripes, 50 state flags,
five territorial flags, and
the District of Columbia flag. Ten stamps will
be issued in the spring

—Stars and Stripes, plus Alabama through
Delaware—followed by 10 more in the fall
—District of Columbia through Kansas. The
series continues in 2009 and 2010, with four
of the six groups of 10 to include a Stars and
Stripes stamp.
Each stamp design, created by Tom
Engeman of Bethany Beach, Delaware, also
includes artwork that provides a snapshot view
of the area represented by its flag.

Bette Davis
Film diva Bette Davis
becomes the 14th inductee
into the Legends of Hollywood series on the 100th
anniversary of the year of her
birth. A consummate actress
with a magnetic screen presence, Davis (1908-1989) played a wide variety
of powerful and complex roles during her
six-decade career. Her riveting performances,
acclaimed by critics and fans alike, resulted
in 10 Academy Award nominations for best
actress; she won twice for her starring roles
in Dangerous (1935) and Jezebel (1938). Artist Michael Deas of Brooklyn Heights, New
York, based his painting for the stamp on a
black-and-white still of Davis made during
the filming of All About Eve (1950).

Vintage Black Cinema
Reminders of a bygone era will be celebrated in June through Black Cinema
stamps based on five vintage movie posters.
These posters are invaluable pieces of history,
preserving memories of cultural phenomena
that otherwise might have been forgotten. The
stamp pane was designed by Carl Herrman of
Carlsbad, California.

The Texas Philatelist January-February 2008 25

The stamp images depict movie posters
that promoted:
• The 1921 silent film The Sport of the
Gods.
• The first screen appearance of Duke Ellington in the 1929 film Black and Tan.
• Princess Tam-Tam, a French film issued
in 1935 that was one of four movies to star
Josephine Baker.
• 1929’s Hallelujah, one of the first majorstudio films to feature an all-black cast.
• The 1945 short Caldonia, which highlighted the talents of singer, saxophonist and
“jump blues” bandleader Louis Jordan, and
is often cited as a precursor to today’s music
videos.

The Art of Disney: Imagination
With the help of some of Walt Disney’s famous animated characters, these four stamps,
scheduled to be the fifth and final in the Art of
Disney series, illustrate the theme of imagination. A design team that included artist Peter
Emmerich of Yonkers, New York, and creative
director Dave Pacheco of Burbank, California, created
the four stamps
featuring:
• Mickey
Mouse as star
of Steamboat
Willie.
• Pr i n c e s s
Aurora and her
helpers Flora,
Fa u n a a n d
Merryweather
from Sleeping
Beauty.
• Pongo and
one of his pups from 101 Dalmatians.
• Mowgli and Baloo from The Jungle Book.

Olympic Games
In July, the Postal Service continues its
tradition of honoring the spirit of athleticism
and international unity inspired by the Olympic Games. The stamp’s issuance will coincide

with the games of
the XXIX Olympiad,
to be held from August 8-24, 2008 in
Beijing, China. The
image depicts a gymnast surrounded by
ribbon-like design elements. The stamp, designed by Clarence Lee of Honolulu, Hawaii,
features a drawing by artist Katie Doka, also
of Honolulu.

Take Me Out to the Ball Game

One of the most popular baseball songs of
all time, Take Me Out to the
Ball Game celebrates its 100th
anniversary in 2008. For decades, the song’s catchy chorus
has been part of the musical
tradition at ballparks around
the country, especially during
the seventh-inning stretch.
The song was born on a New York City train
in the summer of 1908, when passenger Jack
Norworth—an actor, singer and songwriter
who had never attended a major-league ball
game—penned the words after seeing a
sign about an upcoming game at the Polo
Grounds. The stamp image is based on a
circa-1880 “trade card” from the personal
collection of art director Richard Sheaff
of Scottsdale, Arizona.

Charles and Ray Eames
In recognition of their groundbreaking contributions to architecture,
furniture design, manufacturing and
photographic arts, designers Charles and
Ray Eames will be honored in the summer with a pane of 16 stamps designed
by Derry Noyes of Washington, D.C.
Anyone who has ever sat in a stackable
molded chair has experienced their creativity.
Perhaps best known for their furniture, the
Eameses were husband and wife as well as
design partners. Their extraordinary body of
creative work—reflecting the nation’s youthful
and inventive outlook after World War II—
also included architecture, films and exhibits.
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Without abandoning tradition, Charles and
Ray Eames used new materials and technology
to create high-quality products that addressed
everyday problems and made modern design
available to the American public.

Albert Bierstadt
The eighth issuance in the American
Treasures series next August depicts Valley
of the Yosemite, an 1864 oil-on-paperboard
painting by Albert Bierstadt (1830-1902). It
belongs to the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.
Valley of the Yosemite
shares the freshness
and immediacy of
the plain air field
sketches Bierstadt

used in composing a much larger painting
titled Looking Down Yosemite Valley.

Latin Jazz
The rich musical
heritage of Latin jazz
is celebrated on a
stamp being released
in August featuring a
bold, graphic design
by San Francisco-based artist—and Latin jazz
fan—Michael Bartalos. Eager to capture the
upbeat, energetic and romantic spirit that
characterizes the musical genre, it depicts a
tropical evening scene with three musicians
playing bass, piano and conga drums. The
design conveys the multicultural aspects of the
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music, its percussive and improvisational nature, and of course its rhythmic complexity.

Alzheimer’s Awareness
Extra attention will be paid to the most
common form of dementia among older people in September when
the Postal Service issues
the Alzheimer’s Awareness
stamp. Illustrated by Matt
Mahurin of Northport,
New York, it draws attention to the importance of
the caregiver for those who have Alzheimer’s
disease.

Great Lakes Dunes
The 10th issuance in the Nature of America educational series—Great Lakes Dunes
—illustrates the beauty and complexity of
another major plant and animal community
in the United States. John Dawson of Hilo,
Hawaii, depicted more than 27 different kinds
of plants and animals in his colorful acrylic
painting. The scene itself is imaginary as a

dense grouping of plants and animals was necessary to illustrate as many species as possible
on the stamp pane. Even so, all of the species
could be encountered at or near Sleeping Bear
Dunes National Lakeshore in Michigan, the
area featured on the pane. All of the species
and their interactions are appropriate and were
recommended by scientists.

Holiday Nutcrackers
Four eye-catching nutcracker designs—
Santa, or “Father Christmas,”—a king, a
captain, and a drummer — were custom-made
for the U.S. Postal
Service by Glenn
Crider of T.R.C.
Designs, Inc., of
Mechanicsville,
Virginia. Crider
based the characters on sketches
and notes provided
(Continued on
Page 35)
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Oklahoma Philatelic Society
Circuits Available to TPA Members!
 TPA members can now
buy and sell in the OPS
Sales Division; OPS membership is not required for
TPA members.
 Circuits are designed for
the general collector.
 Profit sharing.
 Postage rebates.
 Collector and chapter circuits available.

VISIT US AT
TEXPEX 2008
APR. 11-13!
Get your circuit on the way even faster by signing up at
www.texasphilatelic.org. Just click on the OPS icon!
Yes, I want to participate in the Oklahoma Philatelic Society Sales Division!
Check one:  I’m convinced, place me on a circuit right away!
 I need more details. Please send more information to me as soon
as possible.
 I want to sell stamps. A check is enclosed for
blank books
at 75¢ each (price includes postage).
Name
Address

Apt.

City



Home Phone (

State
)

Zip

 TPA or  OPS Number

Send to: OPS Sales Division
P.O. Box 2179
Muskogee, OK 74402-2179
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texas cancels
This is a listing of special pictorial cancels recently authorized for use in Texas, or of interest to collectors in
Texas. This information is excerpted from recent editions of The Postal Bulletin. If available, the sponsor of the pictorial
postmark appears in italics under the date. Sponsors are encouraged to submit copies of their artwork directly
to this publication as soon as practical; often the window for obtaining cancels is almost closed by the time
notice is published in The Postal Bulletin.
According to the U.S. Postal Service, requests for these cancels must be postmarked no later than 30 days following the indicated postmark date. All requests must include a stamped envelope or postcard bearing at least the
minimum first-class postage; items bearing postage issued after the postmark date will be returned unserviced.
Place the envelope or postcard in a larger envelope and address it to: PICTORIAL POSTMARKS, followed by
the NAME OF THE STATION, ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP+4 CODE, exactly as listed below (using all capitals and no
punctuation, except the hyphen in the ZIP+4 code). A larger SASE must be enclosed if the item submitted for a
special cancel is unaddressed.
November 13, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF
TEXAS 4-H STATION
POSTMASTER
2722 S MAIN ST
PERRYTON TX 79070-9998

November 13, 2007
Purple Heart Chapter
FT HOOD BRANCH STATION
POSTMASTER
300 N 10TH ST
KILLEEN TX 76541-9998

November 16, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
RELAY FOR LIFE STATION
POSTMASTER
5561 NORTH GATE RD
GRANBURY TX 76049-9998

November 24, 2007
Chamber of Commerce
COMFORT STATION
POSTMASTER
726 FRONT ST
COMFORT TX 78013-9998
November 30, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
HOLIDAY STATION
POSTMASTER
124 N MAIN ST
RISING STAR TX 76471-9998

December 7–9, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
CHRISTMAS AT OLD FORT
CONCHO STATION
POSTMASTER
1 N ABE ST
SAN ANGELO TX 76903-9998

December 11, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
RISING STAR STATION
POSTMASTER
124 N MAIN ST
RISING STAR TX 76471-9998

December 14–24, 2007
Armadillo Christmas Bazaar
ARMADILLO CHRISTMAS BAZAAR STATION
POSTMASTER
8225 CROSS PARK DR
AUSTIN TX 78710-9998

January 11–February 3, 2008
Fort Worth Stock Show and Rodeo
STOCK SHOW STATION
POSTMASTER
251 W LANCASTER AVE
FORT WORTH TX 76102-9998

January 19, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
MLK STATION
POSTMASTER
300 E SOUTH ST
ARLINGTON TX 76004-9998

NEW TEXPEX ADDRESS ON THE
INTERNET!
www.texasphilatelic.org/texpex.html
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The cancel depicted below is a common design; inscriptions differ for each location.
Chamber of Commerce
PONY EXPRESS STOP STATION
POSTMASTER
1039 C ST
FLORESVILLE TX 78114-9998
Chamber of Commerce
PONY EXPRESS STOP STATION
POSTMASTER
6692 N HWY 181
HOBSON TX 78117-9998

December 1, 2007
Chamber of Commerce
PONY EXPRESS STOP STATION
POSTMASTER
8302 FM 327
ELMENDORF TX 78112-9998

Chamber of Commerce
PONY EXPRESS STOP STATION
POSTMASTER
200 N IRVIN ST
FALLS CITY TX 78113-9998

This cancel is related to the above event.
December 1, 2007
Alamo Area Council of Governments
BRACKEN VILLAGE STOP STATION
POSTMASTER
10410 PERRIN BEITEL RD
SAN ANTONIO TX 78266-9998

Karnes County Historical Society
THE PONY EXPRESS HELENA
STATION
POSTMASTER
404 E WALL ST
KARNES CITY TX 78118-9998

Kenedy Chamber of Commerce
KENEDY STOP STATION
POSTMASTER
223 S 2ND ST
KENEDY TX 78119-9998

U.S. Postal Service
PONY EXPRESS STOP STATION
POSTMASTER
2560 FM 775
LA VERNIA TX 78121-9998
U.S. Postal Service
PONY EXPRESS STOP STATION
POSTMASTER
413 E SAN ANTONIO ST
MARION TX 78124-9998
Schmitz Hotel
HISTORIC SCHMITZ HOTEL
STOP STATION
POSTMASTER
686 S SEGUIN ST
NEW BRAUNFELS TX 78130-9998
Panna Maria Historical Society
PANNA MARIA PONY EXPRESS
STOP
STATION
POSTMASTER
13870 N FM 81
PANNA MARIA TX 78144-9998

Our Adver tisers help suppor t the TPA!
Consider them first for your philatelic needs!

The Texas Philatelist
Display Advertising Rates

PER INSERTION, FOR COPY FROM FILES*

Advertisement Size
Black & White Color (One or More)
Back Cover - 6” x 9”...........................$70.00........................$100.00
Inside Front Cover - 6” x 9”................$40.00..........................$60.00
Inside Back Cover - 6” x 9”.................$40.00..........................$60.00
Inside Full Page - 5” x 7¾”.................$30.00..........................$45.00
Inside Half Page - 5” x 313/16”..............$15.00..........................$25.50
Inside One-Third Page - 5” x 2½”.......$12.50....................not offered
Inside Quarter Page - 5” x 127/32”..........$9.50....................not offered
Mini-Ad - 2.4” x 1.45”............................$4.00....................not offered
* We offer a “six for the price of five” discount for six consecutive insertions of
the same copy. Single insertion rates are doubled for issues with expanded
circulation. We will also be happy to lay out your copy at a small extra charge.
Call (972) 783-0958 or write to The Texas Philatelist Manager, 305 Saint
Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830, for further information.
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2007 Mid-Cities Stamp Expo survives fair weather
By Dr. James Camak
air weather and a Dallas Cowboys game
on Sunday may have kept some collectors
away, but nonetheless there were an estimated
360 attendees at the 20th annual Mid-Cities Stamp, held November 10-11, 2007 in
Grapevine, Texas.
The 2007 Expo theme was the “100th Anniversary of the City of Grapevine.” Representatives of the city and the Grapevine Historical
Society helped perform the opening ceremony
at the Grapevine Convention Center, where
the event is marking its 10th year.
In the exhibit area stood 60 frames of
attractive entries. The Grand Award in the
Multi-Frame Division went to Dick Phelps,
who showed his Netherlands Cancels and Datestamps 1850-1905. Ray Cartier took home
the Reserve Grand Prize for Primary Recovery
Ships, Covers and Markings.
In the One-Frame Division, Ray Cartier
added to his previous years’ winnings with A
Study of NASA VIP Cards.
The 2007 Expo judging panel consisted of
three American Philatelic Society accredited
judges: Tim Bartshe from Golden, Colorado;

F

Jay Stotts from Houston, Texas; and Dr. Paul
E. Tyler from Albuquerque, New Mexico.
To further accentuate the theme of the
City of Grapevine Centennial, Club member
John Barrett assembled a non-competitive
exhibit of wine-related material entitled Viticulture, Wine, and Grapevine’s 100th. In the
entrance foyer to the Expo, the Grapevine
Historical Society set up a display illustrating the history of Grapevine; show attendees
donated $66 to the Society.
For his service to philately, long-time Dallas collector Norman A. Cohen was inducted
into the Mid-Cities Stamp Club as an honorary member. He owns Adventure Graphics of
Dallas, which printed the show program and
also produces journals at far below cost for
The Texas Philatelic Association and The Texas
Postal History Society.
There were 25 dealers present with a wide
variety of philatelic material to peruse; apparently most attendees found at least one item to
add to their collections. All the dealers deemed
their weekend sufficiently successful and gave
intentions of wanting to return next year.
The show cachet, designed by professional

The cacheted envelope for the 2007 Mid-Cities Stamp Expo commemorated the 100th anniversary of
the incorporation of the City of Grapevine, where the 20th annual exhibition was staged.
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artist and club member Alan Stacy, sold quite
well. Remaining cachets are available for $2
each plus 50¢ postage. Collectors may choose
either November 10 or 11 cancellation dates
and direct orders to David Stockbridge, 2410
Wills Way Dr., Granbury, TX 76049-8062 or

e-mail stockdave44@yahoo.com.
The 21th annual Mid-Cities Stamp Expo
will return to the Grapevine Convention
Center on November 8-9, 2008. E-mail inquiries may be directed to Stanley Christmas
at elvira6@swbell.net

2007 MID-CITIES STAMP EXPO AWARDS
MULTI-FRAME DIVISION

ONE-FRAME DIVISION (continued)

GRAND AWARD

GOLD AWARD

Dick Phelps - Netherlands Cancels
and Datestamps 1850-1905
Gold Award
APS Best Exhibit by an APS Member
MCSC Best Foreign Exhibit Award
MCSC President’s Award
Texas Philatelic Association Texas Series Award

Paul Schumacher - Next in Line
ATA Best Single Frame Topical Award

RESERVE GRAND AWARD

SILVER AWARD

John Barrett - Karl Bickel, Swiss
Designer/Engraver
John Barrett - Switzerland 1854-62:
The Silk Threads
Robert Clarke - Plating Switzerland’s
Rayon II Issue

Ray Cartier - Primary Recovery Ships,
Covers and Markings
Gold Award
ATA Space Unit Second Place Astrophilately

BRONZE AWARDS

GOLD AWARDS
Stanley Christmas - World Wildlife Fund Stamps
ATA Second Place Topical Award
Peter Elias - 4 Rings—The History of Audi
ATA First Place Topical Award

Robert Clarke - Swiss Stamps—Two Examples
of Specialized Collecting
Peter Elias - St. Vincent Philatelic Sampler
Peter Elias - My Life on Wheels
Penni Phelps - USA Stamps Designed
by Al Hirschfeld

Peter Elias - Usages of British Empire
War Tax Issues

CERTIFICATE OF PARTICIPATION

SILVER AWARDS

Peter Elias - Caveat Emptor

Susan Baker - Sea Turtles, Amazing Creatures
AAPE Presentation Pin
ATA Third Place Topical Award
ATA Topical Novice Award
MCSC Novice Award

Ken Aldridge - Commonwealth
of Independent States

MCSC YOUTH AWARD
Robert Stancil - Cats on Stamps

John Barrett - Pro-Juventute
Robert Benner - Benjamin Franklin,
An American Icon, A Philatelic Treasure
TSDA Most Popular by Public Vote
U.S. Stamp Society Award
Robert Clarke - Swiss Tete-Beche,
Se-Tenant, and Interspaced Pairs
AAPE Presentation PIn
American Helvetia Society Award

ONE-FRAME DIVISION
BEST SINGLE FRAME
Ray Cartier - A Study of NASA VIP Cards
Gold Award
ATA Space Unit First Place Astrophilately

MINI-EXHIBITS
ONE PAGE DIVISION
First Place:

Peter Elias - You are Free to Vote

Second Place: Stanley Christmas - Don’t Tear it Off
Third Place:

John Barrett - Heimat Collecting

FOUR PAGE DIVISION
First Place:

Dick Phelps - Netherlands Roller
Cancels

Second Place: Dick Phelps - Netherlands Parcel
Post Experiment
Third Place:

Dick Phelps - The Postage Stamps
of the Austrian Offices in Crete.
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chapters in action
Report chapter activities by Internet or mail!

To report the activities of your chapter or unit, simply go to www.texasphilatelic.org
and select the “Chapter Reports” option under the “At Your Service” heading on the home
page. Minutes and newsletters may still be sent by mail to this address: Douglas Moss
editor, The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.
Austin-Texas Stamp Club (ATSC): Eleonore Rude, the club’s oldest member, passed
away at the age of 101. Although she let her membership lapse a couple of years ago, she
was still active with her family activities. Eleonore enjoyed participating in the auctions and
annual shows; she also exhibited her stamps and won awards.
The club continues to meet on the first and third Tuesdays of the month with the former
featuring a program, show-and-tell, circuits and trading while the latter’s activities are an
auction and trading. The club’s annual Holiday Party was held on December 18.
The elected officers for 2008 are as follows: Bob Olds, president; Jean Gates, vice-president;
and Lyle Boardman, secretary/treasurer; serving on the executive board are Sam Van Blarcom,
John Karabiac, Phil Nordstrom and Charles Queen.
Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society (DPCPS): See the club’s one page activities
roundup on page 37 of this edition of The Texas Philatelist.
El Paso Philatelic Society: At the November meeting, 19 club members elected their
2008 officers: Ghassan Riachi, president; Harold Schultz, vice-president; Amy Weiting, secretary; and Jim Aaber, treasurer.
Heart of Texas Stamp Club: New officers have been elected for 2008: D.E. “Darby”
Bybee, president; Royce Walston, vice president; Kelly Brooks, secretary; and James Berryhill,
treasurer.
The November 1 program Tennessee Postal History was presented by Jim Shannon,
whose interest stems from being born and raised in Lebanon, Tennessee. The program was
followed by an auction; Royce Walston sold 13 of the 34 lots for $15.75. George Buckley and
David Rowell nabbed the evening’s door prizes while two raffle items were taken by Royce
Walston and Eva Bailey.
For the Christmas Social on December 6, 13 members and four guests showed up at
Ryan’s Steak House for good food and warm fellowship. A philatelic gift exchange followed
the meal.
Houston Philatelic Society (HPS): Officers elected for 2008 were James Francis,
president; Brad Horton, vice-president; Jay Stotts, secretary; and, Larry Ballantyne, treasurer.
William Fort is past president and Jonathan Topper, webmaster. Sam Houston Philatelics has
provided the society with a new full set of the 2008 Scott catalogues.
Mid-Cities Stamp Club (MCSC): On November 10 at the 2007 Mid-Cities Stamp Expo,
Norman A. Cohen, was given an honorary lifetime membership in the club for his philatelic
contributions; his company, Adventure Graphics, Inc., printed the show program.
The November 7 meeting in Arlington featured a giant mixture pick. On November 21
in Irving, President Dick Phelps discussed the need for greater participation in activities and
meeting decorum; there was also a mixture pick. The program for the session in Granbury
on November 27 was to be determined.
The annual Christmas Party, was held in Arlington on December 5 with an attendance
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of 40 members, accompanied by 12 guests. The main course was catered and members
brought the side dishes pot-luck style. The traditional game of Shanghai Bingo rounded out
the evening’s activities. It was also announced that Dick and Ann Little had been named the
club’s first lifetime members; Dick joined the club in 1973, and Ann followed in 1986.

New flag stamps highlight 2008 commemoratives (Continued from page 28)
by Sally Andersen-Bruce of New Milford,
Connecticut, who later photographed the
completed nutcrackers for the stamps.

2008 Christmas Stamp
Working from a detail of
a painting titled Virgin and
Child With the Young John the
Baptist by the Italian master
Sandro Botticelli, designer
Richard Sheaff of Scottsdale, Arizona, created
the 2008 Christmas stamp. The painting,
tempera and oil on wood, dates to around
1490 and is now in the collection of the
Cleveland Museum of Art. It presents one of
the most common figural groups in religious
art. Botticelli’s figures capture the tender relationship between mother and child and at

the same time suggest Mary’s foreknowledge
of Christ’s fate.
(Editor’s Note: In the event of a rate hike in
2008, issuance of additional definitive stamps
and stationery is likely. The 2008 U.S. Stamp
Program, posted at the TPA website, www.texasphilatelic.org. is periodically updated to include
items added during the year.

Pugh Cachets
Individually Handpainted FDCs
for every new issue of the USPS

P.O. Box 8789
The Woodlands, TX 77387-8789
(281) 362-0430
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Poster stamp promoted 1932 TPA convention
By Doug Moss
he feature article in the March/April 2007
issue of The Texas Philatelist recapped activities at the 1932 Texas Philatelic Association
convention in Waco. Since then, I have been
looking for TPA items to add to my Texas collection. A few months back, the magic of eBay
helped me add a poster stamp to my collection
that relates to that very event.
To recall, a poster stamp is a label often
used to promote a city, state or event. Quite
common a half century ago, a typical one is
larger than regular postage stamp.
The illustration on this page was produced to promote the aforementioned 1932
TPA annual convention. Interestingly, no
contemporary documents seem to mention
this adhesive. Poster stamps were fixtures
at philatelic events from the 1930s into the
1950s, much like cachets and special cancels
are now. Perhaps organizers thought providing
such a label to participants was to be expected
and not worth mentioning in any publicity or
convention reports.
As can be seen from the illustration, all
routes lead to Waco and the convention. The
lines on the map probably do not represent
roads; there were no interstate highways in
1932, and travel on some intercity roads was
quite treacherous. The lines likely represent
railroads, all meeting in Waco, a former agricultural hub of cotton, wool and textiles.
One can make out a number of cities represented on the map: Amarillo, Fort Worth,
Dallas, Longview or Tyler, Beaumont, Hous-

T

United States — Proofs & Essays
General Foreign

John T. Pearson

Fine Postage Stamps for Collectors
(210) 656-3135
P.O. Box 33312
San Antonio, TX 78265-3312

Like many philatelic events of the 1930s into the
1950s, a poster stamp was produced for the 1932
TPA annual convention in Waco and either sold or
distributed free to convention participants.

ton, Brownsville, Laredo, San Antonio, Austin
and El Paso.
I picked this poster stamp up from eBay
about in September for the tidy sum of about
$6.00. Since then, the same seller has put another of these “rare” stamps up for auction.
Does anyone have any information to
share about this label? Who printed it? Did
it come in any other colors, as many others
often did? How many were there to a pane?
Did the TPA distribute these stamps to all their
members or just to convention attendees?
Another item I would like to see in my
collection is a copy of this poster stamp on
cover. So, take a look at your old covers, and
see if there are any lurking about with poster
stamps, especially one promoting the TPA
annual convention in 1932!

Breast Cancer stamp still on sale
The sales life of the Breast Cancer Research
semipostal stamp has been extended another
four years. On December 21, 2007, President
Bush signed Public Law No. 110-150 that now
cuts off the sale of the semipostal stamps at
post offices on December 31, 2011.
The current cost for the stamp is 55-cents,
which includes a 14-cent surcharge. It was
initially released on July 29, 1998, at which
time the cost was 32 cents plus an eight-cent
surcharge.
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Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society
Meets at 7:30 p.m. on the second and fourth Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. of each month
at the Edgemere Retirement Center, 8523 Thackery St., Dallas, Texas 75225

For the second consecutive year, the
Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society (DPCPS)
celebrated the Christmas holiday with a
five-star gourmet meal at the Edgemere
Retirement Center.
Texas Philatelic Association member
Mark Soloman provided wine for everyone
from his own private label stock. The meal
was a choice of salmon or roast beef/prime
rib, followed by an exquisite tuxedo cake.
After dining, the society members unanimously elected a slate of officers for the 2008
philatelic year, who are listed below.
Some great news
is that publication of
the monthly newsletter Stamps and Tongs
will resume. Dr. Frank
Sloan, who joined
the society in 2007,
has stepped forward
to serve as editor; he
was also elected to
the board of directors. Members are
encouraged to support Dr. Sloan in this endeavor, which means to help write articles!
The DPCPS has been gathering at the
Edgemere Retirement Center since the end
of 2006. The meeting room is first class, be-

2008 DPCPS Officers & Directors
  Rod Gabel, president
  Harry Pedersen, vice President
  Deborah Kempston, secretary
  Jack Urish, treasurer
  Dr. Harold Boehning, director
  Dr. Frank Sloan, director
  Mark Soloman, director

DPCPS
CHRISTMAS
DINNER

From left: Maria Hardee,
Marvin Hardee, Deborah
Kempston and George
Kempston.

From left: Walter Levy,
Dr. Craig Boyd, Jan
Boyd, Pollyana Hull
and Paul Witthoeft.

From left: Linda Peterson,
Dr. Harold Boehning and
Nancy Boehning.

ing spacious and well-lighted . Audio and
visual equipment is available for presentations. Meetings start at 7:30 p.m., but most
members arrive early to trade stamps and to
socialize. Collectors in the Dallas-Fort Worth
area, as well as visitors, are invited to stop by
and attend a meeting.
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crain’s corner
Overprinted U.S. stamps for China were short-lived
By Warren Crain
Many collectors of United States material do not seem to know,
or perhaps forget, that in 1919 and 1922, U.S. stamps were overprinted for use in Shanghai, China. One reason is that most stamp
catalogues relegate them to the “back of the book.”
Soon after independence, America began working on trade with
China. In 1784-1785 the ship Empress of China made a round trip
to Canton for this purpose. The trip was very successful and from
then on, American ships made the voyage and enjoyed lucrative
business deals in China.
Shanghai eventually became the most important trade center
of central China, with the United States establishing an American
Consulate there about 1863. At that time, mail could be sent to China
either by British mail via Southampton or Marseilles, or by private
ship from San Francisco, California. Postage rates via Southampton
or Marseilles were quite expensive and the cheaper route via San
Francisco was irregular.
Quicker and cheaper mail service to China was needed by the
middle 1860s due to increased American interests in China. In 1865,
the Pacific Mail Steamship Company was awarded the contract for
mail steamship service to China. Three years later, the Postmaster
General was authorized to establish a general postal agency in
Shanghai so mail services between China and the United States
could be expedited. Mail volume increased rapidly, as those at
other foreign concessions in China found letters bound for Europe
arrived more quickly if routed across the United States, thanks to
the completion of the trans-continental railroad in 1869.
A half century later, it was decided that there should be dual
currency stamps for use at the U.S. Postal Agency in Shanghai, rather
than regular U.S. stamps, as had been used up to that time. The
reasoning was that revenue would be enhanced if stamps could be
sold to non-American patrons who had local currency and desired
to use the U.S. postal facility.
Unwatermarked, perforation 11 stamps of the 1917-1919 United
States series, then current, were overprinted by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing in Washington in three lines with the word
“Shanghai” on the first, a surcharged value ranging from two-cents
to two dollars in the middle, and the word “China” on the last. All
the denominations regularly sold at U.S. post offices were utilized,
except for the 11-cent and 13-cent. The overprinting was done in
black on 14 of the denominations; red ink was applied to the sevencent and one-dollar values due to those stamps’ colors being black
and purple-black respectively.
Because the local currency, the Maria Theresa thaler silver dol38 The Texas Philatelist January-February 2008

Sixteen denominations of
the 1917-19 WashingtonFranklins were surcharged
in Washington, D.C. at double face value for sale in
Shanghai, China.

lar, was worth half
stamps being rean American dolmoved from sale
lar at the time, the
from October 1920
surcharged values
through October
were double the
1921.
The stamps did
stamps’ original denot have a long life,
nominations. Thus,
they could be sold
for a resolution was
in either currency.
passed in February,
The stamps were A shortage of two-cent and four-cent denominations 1922 at the Washplaced on sale at promoted the U.S. postal authorities in Shanghai to ington Conference
Shanghai on July 1, locally overprint stocks of non-surcharged U.S. stamp on Limitation of Armament, that as a
1919 and were not in the summer of 1922.
gesture of good will towards China, the U.S.
available to the public in the United States.
When supplies of the two-cent and and most other postal agencies would close
four-cent denominations ran short, regular at the end of the year.
For a short time after the closing of the
stamps were locally overprinted and sold
beginning July 3, 1922. The 4-cent value of Shanghai agency, Scott K1-K16 were on sale
these locals resulted in the only errors associ- at the Philatelic Agency in Washington. Some
ated with the Shanghai agency; some copies values, probably the lower ones, were even
exist with “Shanghai” omitted or “China” only, reprinted to meet collector demand.
with valuations of $5,000 and $15,000 respecAside from the previously mentioned ertively in the 2005 Scott Specialized Catalogue rors, the most expensive value today is Scott
of United States Stamps and Covers.
K15, the one dollar value on 50 cents, which
What the Postal Agency failed to take catalogued $950 hinged and $1,200 never
into account was the fluctuating value of hinged in the 2005 Scott Specialized Catathe thaler. And, for a time it dropped to less logue of United States Stamps and Covers.
than half of the value of the American dolThis is an expanded version of a classic
lar. Speculators saw an opportunity to make “Crain’s Corner” that appeared in the Janusome money by buying the stamps with ary/February 2001 Volume 49, Number 1 issue
deflated thalers, resulting in the overprinted of The Texas Philatelist.

U.S. & Foreign Stamps & Covers
• Hawaii Specialized
• Pioneer Flights Worldwide
• Rocket Mail
• Specialized “SCADTA” Stamps & Covers
• Zeppelin Covers of the World

• U.S. & U.S. Possessions
• Tonga Tin Can Mail
• Patriotics
• U.S. First Days
• Worldwide Souvenir Sheets

MUCH MORE, PLEASE ASK

Warren H. Crain

P.O. Box 5954 • San Antonio, TX 78201 • (210) 344-0303
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membership report
4872
4873
4874
4875
4876
4877
4878
4879
4880
Ch-65

NEW MEMBERS
Huckabee, Charles - Humble, TX
Porter, Tom H. - Fort Worth, TX
Puppala, Prasad - Flower Mound, TX
Stewart, Myron L. - Spring, TX
Ramirez, Enrique - Tyler, TX
Cody, Glen E. - Hurst, TX
Kelly, Dennis - Fort Worth, TX
Qureshi, Mohammed - Sugar Land, TX
Perez, Edward - Grand Prairie, TX
REINSTATEMENT
Victoria Stamp Club - Victoria, TX

L-121 Bates, Danny C. - Dallas, TX
L-122 Kincy, Ray - San Antonio, TX
L-123 Morris, Jack L. - Dallas, TX
CORRECTION MISSPELLED NAME
4864 Jividen, James (Jay) - Arlington, TX

ADDRESS UPDATE NEEDED
The following individual will be dropped from the membership roll in the next report if an address correction
is not provided.

3005 Ameen, Ray C. - Houston, TX

RESIGNATION
4784 Brown, Russell E. - Longview, TX

DROPPED
The following individual has been dropped from the
membership roll due to a lack of any response to a
request for an address correction in the previous edition
of The Texas Philatelist.

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY
November-December 2007
Membership, October 15, 2007 ..................540
New Members...............................................................8
Reinstatement...............................................................1
Resignation....................................................................-1
Dropped..........................................................................-1
Membership, December 31, 2007..............548
Life Chapters...................................................................8
Life Members..............................................................66
Regular Chapters/Units........................................17
Regular Members..................................................457
Total Members........................................................548

L-70

McClung, Guy - Spring, TX
LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
L-118 Bishop, Michael R.- Tyler, TX
L-119 Arndt, Carolyn - Odessa, TX
L-120 Berryhill, James - Waco, TX

TPA FOUNDATION DONORS
Thanks to the following members for their generous contributions to the TPA Foundation. Giving
levels are: Sponsor $40 and over; Patron, $20.00 to $39.99 and Sustaining, $5.00 to $19.99. Gifts may be
made at any time to Lyle Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005.

SPONSOR
2598
4002
4113
4347
4496
4614
4733
L-66
L-68
L-94
L-104
L-106
L-113
U-32

Pierce, Jr., Graham L.
Collyer, David C.
Smith, William H.
Groth, Manfred
Bushwah, Joe
Pond, Robert
Thompson, Robert G.
Pugh, Julian
Ryan Sr., Patrick
Boardman, Lyle
Deaton, Charles W.
Mangum, Mark
von Reyn, Arthur P.
Éire Philatelic Assn.-Lone

Star Chapter

PATRON
3015
3542
3973
4027
4133
4197
4334
4407
4409
4438
4459
4480
4512

Poore, Rev Elwood S.
Hartsfield, Jr,, Henry W.
Weiershausen, J.R.
Blair, Jeffrey D.
Bailey, Jr, James F.
Gambill, Charles R.
Russ, Jr., Terry
Neville, Richard F.
Moss, Douglas C.
Solomon, Mark
Charney, Pat
Davis, Alex
Pedersen, Harry H.
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4516
4518
4578
4694
4738
4759
4777
4799
4827
L-87
L-91
L-92
L-98
L-100
L-120

Baumann, William F.
Sutton, Eugene E.
Haynes , Lois
James, Patricia K.
Moffatt, John
Burkey, Charles T.
Ellis, Floyd E.
Porter, George D.
Benner, Robert
Scamp, Lee C.
Stotts, Jay
Fohn, Jane King
Stotts, Denise
Strauss, W.L.
Berryhill, James

TPA FOUNDATION DONORS
SUSTAINING
2775
3043
3371
3738
4078
4129
4181
4338
4396

Byne, Richard H.
Watz, Norma
Mitchell, Paul A.
Pulver, Dale R.
Cohen, Norman A.
Bosley, Jackson W.
Gilmore, Robert R.
Metting, Darryl
Rice, Kim A.

4455
4460
4461
4505
4515
4577
4592
4663
4664
4668

Weiser, Paul J.
Moss, Duane E.
Owens, Robert L.
Cartier, Ray E.
Rankin, David A.
Williamson, Jonnie R.
Stough, Jeanne
Hedin, Carl A.
McConathy, Walter J.
Fink, C. E.

JOIN US!

4684
4715
4723
4763
4764
4774
4775
4783
4854
Ch-22

Zettlemoyer, Nicholas
Tull, Robert C.
Williams, James C.
Quinn, William F.
Wimberg, Judith A.
Shane, Edwin
O’Kelley, George
Champagne, Larry F.
Watson, Katherine C.
Houston Philatelic Society

Membership fees and
dues are pro-rata
based on the quarter an application is received: $12
for January-March; $9 for April-June; $6 for JulySeptember; $13 for October-December (includes
next full year).

(Donors to the Journal Publication Fund will be
recognized in next month’s journal.)

Membership may be applied for online at the
TPA website, www.texasphilatelic.org, or an
application may be obtained by writing to: Lyle
Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX
78739-3005.

Castle Stamp & Coin

Buy-Sell
Stamps
Coins
Silver
P.O. Box 1196
Hewitt, TX 66643
George Kubal (254) 666-7755

CLICK HERE... www/huntstamps.com
FOR NEW
STAMPS!
Currently, over 42,000
U.S. and Worldwide Sets
and Singles Await You.

1,000’s of new
stamps just added!

HUNT & CO.
10711 Burnet Road, Suite 314
Austin, TX 78758

1-800-458-5745

E-mail: info@huntstamps.com

STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS SINCE 1986
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ATA converting slide programs to computer CDs
By Ray E. Cartier
emember the days when stamp club meetings often incorporated a slide show in
which a slide projector, a screen and a script
read by a club member using a flashlight
were an occasional staple program? When
was the last time that your club presented a
slide show?
Times have changed, and slide shows are
joining the ranks of 8mm movies as a part
of history. Participants in professional meeting today will find that PowerPoint and CD
presentations shown either by projectors or on
TV screens, are de rigeur, all but eliminating
the old technology.
Problems with slide shows were many:
only one set of each available and therefore
there might be a waiting list; a show could
not be sold; shows could not be sent overseas
for fear of loss; packing and returning slide
shows was time consuming and added an
additional cost.
Over the past several years very few slide
shows have been borrowed from the American Topical Association’s (ATA) library. As a
result, the ATA started a program in 2006 in
which members Dennis Dengel, and Harvey
Edwards and his wife, have recorded 18 CD
presentations with voice-overs for use by
both individuals and stamp clubs. Of these,
14 have been copied from existing ATA slide
shows and four are shows created by South
African Thematics with ATA traded shows sent

R

to them in return. The South African show
titles created to date are Endangered Species of
the World, Doctors Who Were First, Amsterdam
on Stamps and Red Cross on Stamps. Others
will follow.
The ATA-created programs now include
stamp shows titled Americana, Art, Flowers
I, Flowers II, Butterflies, Lions International,
Olympics, Pyramids, Ships, Orchestration,
Trains, Watercraft and Worldwide Railroads.
Other shows are in process of being created.
With the CD technology, ATA shows
can now either be rented for $5, postpaid,
or bought for individual or club libraries for
$10. Clubs can buy these and loan them to
members.
The CDs can also be sent overseas without
the high postage costs or fear of loss for only
an additional $2 to cover postage. Even better, after being viewed, the presentations can
be donated to stamp clubs, schools, libraries,
hospitals, senior activity centers or elsewhere
to entertain and inform others about topical
stamp collecting.
The ATA is also encouraging its members
to create their own PowerPoint or CD presentations to share their knowledge of specialized
topical stamps with others.
These shows are available from the ATA,
P.O. Box 57, Arlington, TX 76004-0057. For
more information and a membership application, contact the ATA at (817) 274-1181 or at
americantopical@msn.com.
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Classified Emporium
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS in The Texas Philatelist are accepted on the basis of 10¢
per word (minimum 10 words) with name, address, telephone/FAX number and e-mail address
FREE. Please PRINT or TYPE your ad copy, state the number of times you desire it to run,
determine the total cost, make the check payable to the “Texas Philatelic Association,” and send
to The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

CROATIA-IN-EXILE - 20 different, colorful exile
stamps issued in Argentina, Spain, U.S., Australia, etc.
in MNH condition. $20. CPS, P.O. Box 696, Fritch, TX
79036-0696 or PayPal: Spahich@hotmail.com. (57-4)
PLAINSMAN STAMPS stocks many U.S. covers,
USPS year sets, commemorative panels, souvenir pages
and other items of historical interest and significance.
Visit Plainsmanstamps eBay store, or Plainsman
Stamps, 3203 45th St., Lubbock, TX 79413-3513, email plainsman74@ suddenlink.net. (56-2)
CLEARING OUT all mounted worldwide collections at
20% of Scott or less. Free lists. Darrell L. George, 19410
Cantrell Rd., Little Rock, AR 72223-4422. (56-6)
SPECIALIZED CATALOGUE of the Exporta Issues
of Mexico. 119 pages of text, six pages of color illustrations. $20.00 to TPA members. John Endsley, 17514
Forest Vine Ct., Tomball, TX 77377-8139. (56-2)
ATTENTION DEALERS: G.B. Machins (used)
available in 20 count lots. Some numbers not available.
Contact ret_jom@shsu.edu for specifics. (56-2)

JOIN THE TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY!
$18 dues brings highly respected journal, mentoring,
two major meetings a year. Contact: Lyle Boardman,
3916 Wyldwood Dr., Austin, TX 78739-3005. (56-1)
GIVE A GIFT to your stamp collecting community.
Give your local library a subscription to The Texas
Philatelist. (56-1)
D-FW PHILATELIC NEWS: See what’s happening in
the Dallas-Fort Worth stamp world, visit <http://www.
philatelic-activities-department.blogspot.com/>. (56-6)
HELP MAINTAIN the quality of The Texas Philatelist.
Donate to the TPA Journal Publication Fund at <http://
www.texasphilatelic.org>. (56-2)

NATIONAL AIR MAIL WEEK. Let me know what
you have. Don Lussky, P.O. Box 1172, Westmont, IL
60559-8372, e-mail donlussky@yahoo.com. (58-2)
SEEKING DIAZ, TEXAS COVER, postcard and
other postal history. DPO April 7, 1907 to May 11,
1907. Have seen 1898 postcard with train postmark.
Steve Cruse, 10 Emery Cliff Pl., The Woodlands, TX
77381-4055, (281) 296-7085, e-mail stevecruse2001@
yahoo.com. (56-2)
WW2 COVERS Ecuador, Galapagos, Navy P.O. 401
or 413. Army P.O. 661 or 662 to/from Canal Zone
Commands. Jean Stough, 6701 Blanco Rd, Apt. 1101,
San Antonio, TX 78216-6112, (210) 979-7342. (56-2)
U.S. FORCES IN WWI. I’m also interested in any
postal history, especially Italy’s. I buy collections,
accumulations or single pieces. Lo Giudice, e-mail
stampsario@aol.com. (56-1)
USS TEXAS AND USS HOUSTON covers wanted.
Please e-mail or photocopy covers and send offer.
Especially needed are non-philatelic covers and E.O.
Tauer covers. Douglas Moss, 305 Saint Lukes Dr.,
Richardson, TX 75080-4830, e-mail douglasmoss@
sbcglobal.net. (56-1)
CANCELED U.S. 7¢ RATE POSTCARDS used
September through December 1975, especially ones
posted to Mexico and Canada or to and from U.S.
possessions, APOs and FPOs. Also need 7¢ Thomson
reply cards and examples of postage due assessments
on Thomson cards after December 30, 1975. Visit my
web page at <www.texasphilatelic.org/postcards.htm>
for a comprehensive prices paid list. (56-1)

Be-Line Stamp Company
U.S., Asia & Worldwide Closeouts

Robert C. Bess
President

OPS SALES BOOKS are now available to Texas Philatelic Association members. Great source of lower price
material. See our ad in The Texas Philatelist or sign up
online at <www.texasphilatelic.org>. (56-1)

P.O. Box 757
Palestine, TX 75802
Phone (903) 729-0555

e-mail: be-line@usa.net

The Texas Philatelist January-February 2008 43

chapter meetings
Note: Check with chapters for meeting changes and cancellations during holiday periods.
Recent changes in information are noted in red.
AUSTIN-TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #16, 3916 Wyldwood
Rd., Austin, TX, 78739-3005; meets 1st Tues. 7:30 PM,
Howson Branch Library, 2500 Exposition Blvd., Austin;
3rd Tues. 7:30 PM, South Austin Senior Activities Center, 3911 Manchaca Rd., Austin.
COLLECTORS CLUB OF DALLAS, L Unit #4, 2206 Sutton Pl., Richardson, TX 75080-2543; membership by
invitation only.
CROATIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY, Unit #2, P.O. Box 696,
Fritch, TX 79036-0696.
DALLAS-PARK CITIES PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #40, 314
Allegheny Trl., Garland, TX 75043-5659; meets 2nd and
4th Weds., 7:30 PM, Edgemere Retirement Center, 8523
Thackery St., Dallas.
EL PASO PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH #7, 2990 Trawood
Dr. Apt. 11F, El Paso, TX 79936-4233, meets 2nd Tues.,
7:30 PM, Saint Clements Episcopal Church, 810 N.
Campbell St., El Paso.
FRED C. SAWYER CHAPTER #56 AMERICAN FIRST DAY
COVER SOCIETY, Unit #6, 201 Willow Creek Cir., Allen,
TX. Meets monthly (except July and August) at the
University of Texas-Dallas, Richardson, TX. Call 972727-1381 for meetings dates and times.
HEART OF TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #59, 1700 Plum
Cir., Waco, TX 76706-1629; meets 1st Thurs., 6:30 PM,
Highes-Dillard Alumni Center, Baylor University Campus, S. University Parks Dr., , Waco.
HOUSTON PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #22, PMB 237, 8524
Hwy. 6 N., Houston, TX 77095-2103; meets 1st & 3rd
Mon., 7:30 PM, Recreation Center, Central Presbyterian
Church, 3788 Richmond Ave., Houston.
LYNDON B. JOHNSON SPACE CENTER STAMP CLUB,
LCH #9, P.O. Box 58247, Houston, TX 77258-8247; meets
2nd & 4th Mon., 7:00 PM, Gilruth Recreation Center,
Johnson Space Center, Gate #5 off Space Center Blvd.,
Clear Lake City.
LONE STAR CHAPTER, Éire Philatelic Association International, Unit #32, 14302 Oak Shadow, San Antonio,
TX 78232-4441; meets 2nd Sat. 2:00 PM, members’
homes.
MAGIC VALLEY STAMP CLUB. CH #56, 2014 E. Bowie
Ave., Harlingen, TX 78550-5164; meets 4th Tues., (except June, July, August) 7:00 PM, Camelot Retirement
Center Headquarters, 1000 Camelot Dr., Harlingen.
MID-CITIES STAMP CLUB. CH #53, P.O. Box 2158,
Arlington, TX 760042158; meets lst Wed., 7:30 PM,
Bob Duncan Community Center, 2800 S. Center St.,
Arlington; 3rd Wed., 7:30 PM (check www.mid-cities
stampclub.com for location), Irving; 4th Tues., 7:00
PM, Studio at Tarleton State Langdon Center, 308
Pearl St., Granbury.

NACOGDOCHES STAMP CLUB, CH #31, P.O. Box 630247,
Nacogdoches, TX 77963-0247; meets 2nd Thurs., 7:00
PM, Westminster Presbyterian Church, 903 North St.,
Nacogdoches.
OKLAHOMA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. CH #61, P.O. Box
700334, Tulsa, OK 74170-0334
PARIS STAMP CLUB. CH #67, P.O. Box 82, Paris, TX 754610082; meets 3rd Mon., 7:00 PM, Calvary Methodist
Church, 3105 Lamar Ave., Paris.
PRAIRIE BEAVER REGIONAL GROUP, British North
America Philatelic Society Ltd., Unit #1, 501 Fairview
Ave., College Station, TX 77840-2933.
RED RIVER STAMP SOCIETY, CH #58, P.O. Box 3352,
Shreveport, LA 71133-3352; meets 1st Wed., 7:30 PM,
Aulds South Bossier Branch Library, 3950 Wayne Ave.,
Bossier City.
SAN ANTONIO PHILATELIC ASSN., LCH #3, 2903 Nacogdoches Rd., San Antonio, TX 78217-4522; meets
every Fri., 7:30 PM, MacArthur Park Lutheran Church,
2903 Nacogdoches Rd., San Antonio.
SEAGULL STAMP CLUB, LCH # 11, P.O. Box 30574, Corpus Christi, TX 78463-0574; meets 2nd Weds., 7:00 PM,
Main Library, 805 Comanche St., Corpus Christi.
SOUTH PLAINS STAMP CLUB, CH #36, P.O. Box 68154,
Lubbock, TX 79414-8154; meets 4th Tues. (2nd Tues.
in Nov. and Dec.), 7:30 PM, Municipal Garden & Arts
Center, 4215 S. University Ave., Lubbock.
TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY, Unit #3, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005, meets at stamp
shows in various cities.
TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB, LCH #10, 4113 Paint Rock
Dr., Austin, TX 78731-1320; meets biannually at stamp
shows in Dallas and Houston.
TEXOMA STAMP CLUB. CH #64, 411 W. Reiman St.,
Seymour, TX 76380-2439; meets 2nd Thurs. and
4th Tues., 7:00 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd.,
Wichita Falls.
TWIN LAKES COIN AND STAMP CLUB, CH #66, 906 Nola
Ruth Blvd., Harker Heights, TX 76548-1540; meets last
Tues., 6:30 PM, Harker Heights Library, 901 S. Ann Blvd.,
Harker Heights.
VICTORIA STAMP CLUB, CH #65, 105 Calle Ricardo.,
Victoria, TX 77904-1203; meets 1st Mon. 7:00 PM, First
Victoria National Bank, Town and Country Room, 101
S. Main St., Victoria.
WICHITA FALLS COIN & STAMP CLUB, LCH #5, 411
W. Reiman St., Seymour, TX 76380-2439; meets 4th
Thurs., 7:30 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd.,
Wichita Falls.
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ZEPPELIN COVERS
I now have more than 200 Zeppelin
covers in stock from Argentina, Brazil,
Danzig, Finland, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Liechtenstein, Romania,
Spain, Switzerland, Vatican City and
of course, the United States. Prices
range from $35.00 to $750.00; a few
samples of my offerings are listed below. I will be pleased to send photo copies
of these or from any other area you might be interested in.
1. 1925 flight of the U.S.S. Los Angeles (ZR3). Return flight: Hamilton, Bermuda to Lakehurst, New Jersey. A
two line cachet, “Bermuda First OVERSEAS Airmail,” applied in black. Cover bears a 2½d Bermuda stamp.
Also a black cachet “By Dirigible Los Angeles from Hamilton, Bermuda to Lakehurst, New Jersey.” Backstamped. File fold does not affect the stamp. Price: $60.00 (Z-506).
2. May 3-4, 1925. Flight of the U.S.S. Los Angeles from Lakehurst, New Jersey, to Mayaguez, Puerto Rico. Cover bears a 2¢ U.S. Washington stamp which received a red “AIRMAIL SERVICE-NEW YORK” postmark
dated April 27, 1925. Cover also bears an A.C. Roessler black Zeppelin cachet. Cover is addressed to A.C. Roe
(Roseddler). VF cover. Price: $60.00 (Z-507).
3. October 23, 1933. Century of Progress flight, Miami to Chicago. Cover bears the U.S. 50¢ Zeppelin stamp,
Scott C18 (Extremely Fine), canceled with a Miami, Florida CDS. Also with purple cachet “Graf Zeppelin
flight, Century of Progress Exposition, Dispatched from Miami.” Backstamped Chicago, Illinois. VF cover.
Price: $80.00 (Z-220).
4. May 8-11, 1932. Trans-Continental flight of the U.S.S. Akron from Lakehurst, New Jersey to Sunnyvale, California. Magneta Zeppelin cachet. Cover bears a 5¢ U.S. Winged Globe stamp, Scott C12. Large magneta cachet applied to the back. Backstamped San Diego, California. XF cover. Price: $15.00 (Z-510).
5. April 4-13, 1932. Second South American Flight of the Graf Zeppelin. Cover bears a German Zeppelin stamp,
Scott C35, plus two other German stamps, canceled with a Berlin CDS; circular blue cachet “Luftshiff Graf
Zeppelin 2.Sudamerikafahrt.” In addition there is a red circular airmail cachet “Deutsche Luftpost BerlinFriedrichafen.” Cover bears a purple “return to writer” and a purple stamped “Unclaimed.” Thus, the cover
was returned to the writer who was from Canada. Backstamped: Boston, Massachusetts; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; and North Sydney, Nova Scotia. Outstanding cover! Price: $110.00 (Z-181).
6. November, 1930. Return flight of the Graf Zeppelin from the Netherlands to Friedrichshafen; bears four Netherlands stamps canceled with an Amsterdam October 20, 1930 CDS. Also a violet boxed cachet dated November 11, 1930. Backstamped Friedrichshafen November 11, 1930 on front. VF cover. Price: $75.00 (Z-139).
7. May 6-14, 1936. First North American flight of the Hindenburg, this being the return flight of the airship, U.S.
to Germany. Cover bears two U.S. 20¢ regular stamps, Scott 698, canceled with a New York, New York May
11, 1936 CDS. Attractive purple U.S. Zeppelin cachet. Backstamped with a neat Zeppelin cachet and a CDS
of May 14, 1936. VF cover. Price: $25.00 (Z-404).
Abbreviations: VG = pretty much off center with margins on two sides; F = imperfs have smaller than normal margins and perforate are off center with design possibly
touching in places; F-VF = close on one side with other margins pretty equal; VF = normal size margins for the issue and well-centered with design a bit closer to one side;
XF = exceptionally well centered for the issue; S = perfectly centered; Condition designations for covers relate to overall appearance, not any stamps that might appear
thereon. OG = original gum; HR = hinge remnant; CTO = canceled-to-order; CDS = circular date stamp; = unused;  = used.

Items are one of a kind. Please provide alternates!
Minimum order $25. Please add $2.00 shipping on orders less than $100. Take a 10% discount on filled orders of $100
or more. I accept checks or money orders only! If I don’t know you, personal checks must clear before orders ship.

Warren H. Crain

P.O. Box 5954
San Antonio, Texas 78201-5954
Phone (210) 344-0303

World Series of Philately Exhibition
Sanctioned by the American Philatelic Society

!
S
E
T
April
11-13, 2008
A
NEW D
Doubletree Hotel Dallas
Near the Galleria
4099 Valley View Lane
(LBJ Freeway at Midway Road)

Dallas, Texas
Welcoming the national meeting of the

Spanish Philatelic Society
the 112th annual convention of the

Texas Philatelic Association
Centuries ago, Spanish conquistadors explored the region
now known as Texas—Francisco Vázquez de Coronado, Àlvar
Núñez Cabeza de Vaca and Hernando DeSoto—the Spanish
flag flew over Texas (New Spain) primarily from 1716-1821.

and a statewide meeting of the

Texas Postal History Society

APS World Series of Philately Exhibits
Also, Youth Fun Center, National and Regional Dealers,
Opening Ceremony, Awards Banquet, Free Seminars,
Full-Color Cachet, Special Pictorial Cancellation,
and U.S. Postal Service Sales Counter

Free admission, Free Parking
The Doubletree Hotel Dallas Near the Galleria show rate is $105
single or double, plus tax. Reservations must be made by March 31, 2008.
The national reservation number is 1 (800) 222-TREE.
The local number is (972) 385-9000.
For more information and an exhibit prospectus, see:
Website:
http://www.texasphilatelic.org/texpex.html
E-mail:
tkoch@utdallas.edu
Telephone: (972) 883-4951
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