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By Robert I. Benner

The fall ushers in the stamp show season, beginning with the Greater Houston Stamp 
Show scheduled for September 17-19, followed by the Mid-Cities Stamp Expo in Grape-

vine that runs November 13-14. Also, for those who want to head a bit north, there’s the 
Lawton-Fort Sill Stamp Show on October 2-3 and OKPEX in Oklahoma City on October 
22-23. After a winter hiatus, the TPA will hold its 115th annual convention at TEXPEX, a 
show that returns to its normal venue in Dallas, April 15-17, 2011.

Many local shows, like those formerly held in Austin, Lubbock, San Antonio and Waco, 
have fallen by the wayside for reasons ranging from a lack of volunteers from the clubs 
that sponsored them to declining attendance to competition from dealers and collec-
tors using the Internet. It’s up to collectors to escape from the computer and eBay for 
a couple of weekends during the year and support the remaining shows if they are to 
remain viable. And don’t forget to patronize the Texas Stamp Dealers Association bourses 
held throughout the year!

AVOID DEAFNESS WHEN THE PHRASE “VOLUNTEERS NEEDED” IS MENTIONED
Whenever the phrase “volunteers needed” is mentioned, whether at meetings or in 

this publication, inevitably the appeal falls on suddenly deaf ears, or substantial arm 
twisting is required to achieve the desired result. Remember, volunteering comes in all 
size packages. Examples are helping out at the TPA information table at Houston, Mid-
Cities or TEXPEX for a few hours; serving on a committee to help your chapter; or writing 
an article for The Texas Philatelist.

Right now, we are asking members to commit to a two-hour stint at our society table, 
which needs to be manned by two individuals at all time. Members interested in helping 
at the Houston and Mid-Cities shows can sign up right now for a preferred time at the 
TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org. — just look at the bottom of the home page for 
the “Volunteers Needed for TPA Table at Texas Shows” paragraph. Or, write or e-mail me, 
and I will schedule a time for you. While there, don’t forget to register to win a Scott 2011 
Specialized Catalogue of Stamp and Covers, to be given away at each of these events.

CONGRATULATIONS TO JANE KING FOHN FOR APS AWARD
Congratulations are in order for TPA Past President Jane King Fohn, who is receiving 

the APS Volunteer Recognition Award at the national level for her service to the APS on 
the Chapter Activities Committee since 1988. As a TPA member since 1984, Jane served 
as editor of this publication from 1985 to 2005, as the Association’s archivist and also 
created and ran the Youth Stamp Design Contest for years.

Don’t forget that before the opening of the Greater Houston Stamp Show on Saturday, 
September 18, the TPA holds meetings of its board of directors and Foundation trustees. 
All members are welcome to attend. Come and see what your leadership is up to!

See you in Houston, Grapevine and Dallas!
In Philatelic Friendship,

Robert I. Benner 

president’s message

Fall arrives and so does stamp show season!
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Heritage suspends stamp business, FIP Covers closes
By Arthur P. von Reyn

Texas collectors have two fewer choices 
for making philatelic purchases with 

Heritage Auction’s suspension of its stamp 
business and the closing of FIP Covers, both 
advertisers in this publication.

Heritage Auctions of Dallas did not give 
any particular reason for exiting its two-year 
old stamp business, but did provide this brief 
statement for publication: “Heritage has sus-
pended future philatelic auctions at this time. 
Should an important philatelic property be 

consigned for auction, Heritage would restart 
a philatelic category.” The company remains 
a major purveyor of coins, currency, art, an-
tiques, books, movie posters and assorted other 
collectibles and memorabilia.

Due to health reasons that became evident 
last winter, Dave Fletcher has closed his FIP 
Covers business after 22 years and disposed of 
his stock of 300,000 covers. He is currently 
undergoing treatment for cancer and will 
not be attending any further stamp shows or 
bourses. 

GEORGE WATKINS STAMPS
Philatelic Dealer - Worldwide & Latin America

14810 Tuttle Lane
Iola, Texas 77861-3834
Phone (936) 394-3834 Fax (936) 394-2147
gwkiller@aol.com
George H. Watkins, Jr.
Proprietor

Buy-Sell
Stamps

Coins
Silver

Castle stamp & Coin
GeorGe Kubal

P.O. BOx 1196 • Hewitt, tx 66643x
(254) 666-7755 • e-mail geOkuBal@aOl.cOm
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editor’s notes

By Arthur P. von Reyn

Next year marks the 175th anniversary of the birth of the Republic of Texas, and an 
opportunity for collectors to note the occasion. No, there won’t be a new U.S. stamp, 

as 50-year increments are required for anniversary issues (an exception is the initial 25th 
anniversary), but numerous special cancellation and cachet opportunities are likely. As 
for this publication, 2011 would be a great year to run multiple articles on the 75th an-
niversary of the Texas centennial celebration of 1936, one that generated a plethora of 
philatelic material from around the state. Any takers?

To kick off the festivities, an article on the Battle of Gonzales, the first skirmish in the 
Texas Revolution, is slated for this journal’s November-December issue, one that will also 
have a piece on the bicentennial of Mexico’s independence from Spain.

NEW MEMBER VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH JOURNAL WRITING
I am pleased to announce that beginning with the next issue of this journal, new TPA 

member Jerald A. Floyd will begin writing several regular features herein, including the 
“Texas Connection,” plus an occasional feature article. Jerald recently retired from Radio 
Shack Corporation as a writer assigned to the publications department. He holds a B.A. 
degree from Texas Wesleyan University in Fort Worth and is also a member of Sigma 
Delta Chi, a professional journalism society. As an aside, his family formerly owned The 
Jarvis Press, Inc., the current printer of the journal, and his uncle, Bill Jarvis, started him in 
stamp collecting over 50 years ago. Jerald’s current collecting interests are U.S., Germany 
and France. 

Jerald’s assistance does not let other TPA members “off the hook” for submitting ma-
terial to this publication. We always need articles, especially related to Texas, provided 
they have not been published elsewhere and are not repetitive of subject matter that 
has been recently featured in this journal.

LOOK FOR ANOTHER POSTAGE RATE HIKE IN JANUARY 2011
Domestic postage rates are headed upwards again, this time to 46-cents for a first-

class letter and 30-cents for a postcard. An additional ounce would cost 18¢, while mailers 
of large envelopes would cough up 92-cents for the first ounce. 
Rates for standard (bulk) mail, periodicals and parcel post would 
join the upward spiral as well.

The U.S. Postal Service wants the price increases to go into 
effect January 2, 2011, but first must obtain approval from the 
Postal Regulatory Commission (PRC). It would be the first stamp 
price increase in almost two years. Prices for competitive shipping 
services like Priority Mail and Express Mail, will be announced in 
October, as they do not require as much review by the PRC.

The reason for the price hike is not the usual culprit, inflation, 
but rather the huge budget deficits the mail agency is suffering 
due to declining demand for its services.

In announcing its request for more money, the Postal Service 
did say the 2010 contemporary Christmas stamps will be of the “forever” variety. The 
traditional religious-themed stamp will still carry a 44-cent denomination. 

Celebrate Texas’ 175th with a journal article

For Christmas this year, 
the contemporary stamps 
will be of the “forever” 
variety.
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This 120-year-old advertising cover is from the J. W. Scott Co., and yes, that is the same Scott that 
remains a major name in the philatelic world today. Mr. Scott is easily the most famous of all U.S. 
stamp dealers. And notice his offer of an “Illustrated Catalog, pricing every stamp,” for only 25¢ 
in 1890. Scott’s 6-volume worldwide catalog today will set you back around $400. Ad covers from 
early stamp dealers are popular with today’s philatelists, and the price of this one is $100.

I am always buying and selling stamps
My Selling specialty is tracking down those rare stamps and covers 

that are hard to find but that really add spice and pizzazz to your albums. 
This could be an unused 10¢ 1847 Washington, Scott No. 2, or a beautiful 
unused block of the $5 Columbian, Scott No. 245, or even a mourning 
cover with a free franking of Abraham Lincoln while President, all of 
which I have acquired for my customers. I’d love to help add some

pizzazz to your collection.
My Buying specialty is helping 

those who desire to sell all or part of 
their holdings in a fair, efficient, and 
pleasant transaction. Just let me know 
when you are thinking of selling.

FROM JUNE-OCTOBER
Contact me on Cape Cod:

P.O. Box 2836
Orleans, MA 02653

Phone (508) 240-2683

Charles Deaton
P.O. Box 2465

Fredericksburg, TX 78624-1922
Phone (713) 927-9948

cwdeaton@aol.com
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As to your eight items in the Editor’s 
Notes (May-June 2010) regarding the jour-
nal format... I would suggest one more.

Send the magazine via e-mail. It can 
be in color and would reduce your mailing 
expenses and publication expenses. And, I 
would get it faster.

I belong to the Houston Railroad Muse-
um and we had the same problem.... rising 
cost, rising postage, and slowness of bulk 
mail, etc. It was solved by just e-mailing it 
in a PDF file.

One thing you will hear immediately 
is..... I am a senior citizen and I can’t work 
computers. Well, that wasn’t a problem 
with the railroad museum. Just a different 
format to get information.

George Porter (L-131)
Fort Worth, TX

E-mailing the journal is possible cost-saving option
your letters

The editor responds...
Mr. Porter’s proposal would work quite 

well if the TPA’s membership was consider-
ably greater, so that substituting an elec-
tronic version would reduce the printed 
version to a minimum required quantity.

However, the journal is now being print-
ed at pretty much the minimum required 
level. To mail at the cheapest bulk rates, 
we must meet certain minimum quantity 
requirements—500 pieces, a number that 
was finally exceeded in the past few years 
thanks to our increased membership 
numbers. In addition, it becomes cost pro-
hibitive to print the journal in runs much 
smaller than the current 600 pieces.

 (Letters may be sent to: TP Editor, P.O. Box 
1622, Dallas, TX 75356-1622, e-mail: tpedi-
tor@texasphilatelic.org. Submissions may be 
edited for length and clarity.) 

Need Stamps?
Fill your shopping cart at

melvinstamps.com
Australia • New Zealand

Germany and related areas
World Wide Topicals, Souvenir Sheets and More
Don’t see what you need? Call, e-mail or write me!

Melvin Edmonds
POSTAGE STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS SINCE 1968

P.O. Box 34  •  Stonewall, TX 78671
Phone: (830) 644-2626  •  e-mail: stamps@ctesc.net
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Cowboys ride into Greater Houston Stamp Show
By Jonathan Topper

The 63nd edition of the Greater Houston 
Stamp Show rides into the Humble 

Civic Center in Humble, Texas, on September 
17-19, 2010, with a “Cowboys of the Silver 
Screen” theme.

Collectors attending the event will enjoy a 
variety of familiar activities, including stamp 
and cover exhibits, 32 dealers to shop with, 
a beginners’ area, hourly door prizes, a U.S. 
Postal Service sales booth, a Sam Houston 
Philatelics auction and what the show’s spon-
sor, the Houston Philatelic Society, believes 
could be the most entertaining awards banquet 
in the country.

This year’s color exhibiting competition 
is based on orange. Examples of entries that 
could turn up in this competition include 
stamps of an orange color, covers from Orange, 
Texas, stamps depicting oranges, and so forth. 
In addition to the “orange” competition, there 
will be regular single and multiple frame exhib-

its competing for medals and special prizes.
The Awards Dinner, featuring the tra-

ditional barbeque buffet, is to be held at 
the Humble Civic Center at 6:30 p.m. on 
Saturday night. Tickets are $17 per person 
and reservations can be made by contacting 
Denise Stotts at stottsjd@swbell.net or P.O. 
Box 690042, Houston, TX 77269-0042.

Volunteers from the Texas Philatelic As-
sociation will man an information table at the 
event to recruit new members, allow members 
to visit and register in a drawing for a brand 
new Scott catalogue, and drop off lots for the 
TPA/OPS Winter Auction 2011. The semi-
annual meetings of organization’s foundation 
trustees and board of directors, to be held 
before the show’s opening on Saturday, are 
open to all TPA members. 

The Texas Postal History Society is stag-
ing its popular Fall Fling social and holding a 
Saturday afternoon business meeting.

The show’s cacheted covers complement 

Cowboys of the Silver Screen receive a tribute from the 2010 Greater Houston Stamp Show. Four stamps 
issued last spring and portraying Gene Autry, William S. Hart, Tom Mix, and Roy Rogers are available for 
application to the cachets that sell for $2.00 each, stamped and canceled; $6.00 for a set of four, or $4.00 
with a block of four. Since sellouts are common, collectors can ensure receipt of theirs by getting their 
orders in no later than September 16. Send payment, and a SASE #10 envelope with sufficient postage, 
to: Keiko Horton, 6239 Queensloch Dr., Houston, TX 77096-3736.
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Visit us at many TSDA Stamp Fairs
• U.S. All Areas

• U.S. Possessions
• British Empire • Canada
• Ireland •World Pre-1940
• Covers • Collection Lots

Cunningham PhilaTelics
P.O. BOx 863237 • Plano, TX 75086-3237

Phone: 214-546-1179 • E-mail: cunninghamstamps@aol.com

 TPA MEETINGS IN 
HOUSTON SEPT. 18
Members of the Texas Philatelic As-

sociation are invited to attend the trustees’ 
and directors’ meetings, slated to get 
underway at 8:30 a.m. and 9:15 a.m. re-
spectively on Saturday, September 18.

For the meeting room location, check 
the show program or inquire at the TPA 
information table.

the “Cowboys of the Silver Screen” stamps is-
sued on April 17th by the U.S. Postal Service. 
A matching commemorative pictorial cancel 
will be applied. The price is $2.00 each or a 
set of four envelopes for $6.00. Since sellouts 
are common, collectors can ensure receipt of 
theirs by ordering no later than September 
16th. Send payment, and a SASE #10 envelope 
with sufficient postage, to: Keiko Horton, 6239 
Queensloch Dr., Houston, TX 77096-3736.

The show is conveniently located in north-
ern Houston near the Bush Intercontinental 
Airport. For those with non-collecting family 
members or who don’t desire to pursue philat-
ely all day, nearby are three golf courses, many 
family-friendly restaurants, movie theaters and 
a shopping mall. There are eleven reasonably-
priced hotels in the vicinity. Hotel descriptions, 
locations and contact information are available 
from the club website mentioned at the end of 
this article.

The Humble Civic Center is located at 
8233 Will Clayton Parkway in Humble, Texas. 
Show hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday. Ad-
mission and parking is free on all three days 
of the event. Additional information on the 
Greater Houston Stamp Show 2010 can be 
found at the Houston Philatelic Society web-
site www.houstonstampclub.org.  

P.O. Box 8789
The Woodlands, TX 77387-8789

(281) 362-0430

Pugh Cachets
Custom Crafted FDCs

for every new issue of the USPS
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By Arthur P. von Reyn

Asummer heat wave may have caused collectors to become lethargic about participating in 
the TPA/OPS Summer Action 2010, as the total realization was $1,612.50, about $600 

less than last winter’s effort. More likely, results were stifled due to 34 fewer lots being offered, 
as well as considerably less U.S. material, the latter being the most popular collecting interest.

The auction did draw 40 bidders, including two from the Oklahoma Philatelic Society, 
despite the Oklahoma Philatelist not being published for a year now; that publication usually 
carries an auction notice and lot listing for collectors north of the border. As usual, an e-mail 
reminder was sent out a week before the auction’s close, prompting a few extra bids.

The most popular lot, with nine bids, was a one-cent Franklin from the  U.S. 1869 pictorial issue. 
Another American item, a mint Alaska-Yukon imperforate single, ran second, with seven bids. As might 
be expected, the American and Hawaiian material sold for a higher percentage of catalogue value than 
foreign items, which often had one or two bids. Only six lots of the 116 lots offered went unsold.

This was the first auction offering the capability of visiting the TPA website to check on the number 
of bids received on each lot to date. Despite this assistance, a number of late bidders logged on to the 
website and offered prices at or close to the minimum bid amount, even on popular lots. A total of 275 
bids were received in the auction; many were unsuccessful due to bids being at or very close to the mini-
mum bid amount. There were six participants who failed to win a single lot.

Once again, dealer Warren Crain is to be recognized for contributing numerous lots from his stock, 
raising $1004.50 to benefit the Journal Publication Fund (JPF). Other JPF donors and their lot realiza-
tions were Dorothy and Edward Perez, $50.00; Ted Reall (a TPA supporter but not a member), $35.00; 
and Arthur P. von Reyn, $12.50.
Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price
 1 13.00 18 4.50 35 10.50 52 6.50 69 37.00 85 13.50 101 2.50
 2 67.00 19 2.50 36 6.50 53 7.00 70 5.00 86 12.00 102 3.00
 3 11.00 20 2.00 37 5.00 54 5.50 71 4.00 87 3.00 103 5.50
 4 32.00 21 10.00 38 15.00 55 24.00 72 12.50 88 10.50 104 4.00
 5 52.00 22 5.00 39 9.50 56 7.50 73 5.50 89 60.00 105 5.00
 6 18.00 23 10.00 40 5.50 57 6.00 74 4.00 90 22.00 106 6.50
 7 15.00 24 10.50 41 7.00 58 23.00 75 7.50 91 14.00 107 8.00
 8 29.00 25 15.00 42 7.50 59 13.50 76 11.50 92 18.00 108 10.50
 9 0.00 26 7.50 43 15.00 60 7.50 77 10.00 93 20.00 109 10.00
 10 26.00 27 9.50 44 9.50 61 10.50 78 2.50 94 32.00 110 6.50
 11 9.00 28 13.50 45 21.00 62 2.50 79 4.50 95 62.00 111 23.00
 12 8.50 29 5.00 46 8.50 63 18.50 80 10.50 96 0.00 112 26.00
 13 13.00 30 7.00 47 6.50 64 8.00 81 0.00 97 0.00 113 39.00
 14 22.00 31 4.00 48 16.50 65 8.00 82 3.50 98 80.00 114 50.00
 15 78.00 32 10.50 49 10.50 66 4.50 83 9.00 99 0.00 115 27.00
 16 9.50 33 10.50 50 7.00 67 12.00 84 8.00 100 0.00 116 12.00
 17 14.50 34 7.50 51 3.00 68 11.50

The next opportunity to participate is the TPA/OPS Winter Auction 2011, for which lots are now 
being accepted from members of both the TPA and OPS. As always, sellers should be conservative when 
grading material and setting minimum bid amounts, noting that the Scott catalogues now use a grade of 
“very fine” for its retail values while most older material on the market is just “fine” in grade. Minimum 
bid amounts not set in accordance with the condition of the material being offered may result in no 
bidding action. Lots can be mailed or dropped off at the TPA booth at this fall’s Greater Houston Stamp 
Show and the Mid-Cities Stamp Expo.

A lot submission form appears on the next page. 

Heat wave stifles TPA/OPS Summer Auction
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TPA/OPS Winter Auction 2011
SELLER’S LOT SUBMISSION FORM

Name  TPA or  OPS Membership No.

Address E-mail

City State Zip Phone
For each lot, include a description of the item. Note that “grade” refers to centering and, if used, cancellation; 
“condition” refers to freshness, gum status and presence of faults.

Lot #1 Country Catalog Number Value

 Grade Condition Minimum Bid (Optional)

 Brief Description

Lot #2 Country Catalog Number Value

 Grade Condition  Minimum Bid (Optional)

 Brief Description

Lot #3 Country Catalog Number Value

 Grade Condition  Minimum Bid (Optional)

 Brief Description

Lot #4 Country Catalog Number Value

 Grade Condition  Minimum Bid (Optional)

 Brief Description

Lot #5 Country Catalog Number Value

 Grade Condition  Minimum Bid (Optional)

 Brief Description

SAMPLE DESCRIPTION
 Country  U.S. Catalog  2010 Scott Number  240 Value  $575.00

 Grade  VF Condition  Unused, no gum Minimum Bid (Optional)  $30.00

 Brief Description  50¢ slate blue Columbian Exposition

(Signature)

Mail unsold lots to me (if neither box is
checked and minimum bid value exceeds 
$100, postal insurance will be added):
 with postal insurance.  without postal insurance,

LIMIT FIVE LOTS. Each lot must have a minimum catalog/estimated value of $5.00. We reserve 
the right to combine or divide submitted lots and to reject lots with excessive minimum bids relative 
to the quality of the material submitted. 
MAIL LOTS TO: Arthur P. von Reyn, P.O. Box 561622, Dallas, TX 75356-1622. Lots must be 
received by November 27, 2010. Selected higher value, single item lots will be illustrated in The 
Texas Philatelist, and additional ones pictured on the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org.
I understand that a 5% commission with a $1.00 minimum will be deducted from the total proceeds 
on the above lots, and that any unsold lots will be returned to me at my expense.
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2010 Greater 
Houston

Stamp Show
Honors Cowboys of the Silver Screen
SEPTEMBER 17-19, 2010

Humble Civic Center
8233 Will Clayton Parkway

Humble, Texas
(Exit U.S. Highway 59 at Will Clayton Parkway and go east)

Friday and Saturday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

F 1200 Pages of Exhibits F Barbecue Awards Dinner
F 32-Dealer Bourse F USPS Sales Counter
F Beginners’ Booth F	Special Cancellation
F Prize Drawings F Cacheted Cover
F Sam Houston F	TPA and other Philatelic
 Philatelics Auction  Society Meetings

Free Admission • Free Parking
Almost a dozen hotels are located near the Humble Civic Center. 

Visit www.houstonstampclub.org for further details.
Sponsored by the Houston Philatelic Society

P.O. Box 690042, Houston, TX  77269-0452
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texas connection
Mother’s persistence preserved her son’s legacy

laco where he attended a Seventh Day Ad-
ventist school before being expelled during 
his freshman year for refusing to reveal the 
name of a classmate who vandalized the 
school building. Transferring to Weslaco 
High School, he played on the Weslaco 
Panther football team, leading it to a con-
ference championship. After graduation, he 
and a dozen of his teammates joined the 
Marine Corps in February 1943.

After basic training in San Diego, Harlon 
volunteered to become a parachutist, for 
which he qualified in May 1943. Shipped 
off to the Pacific, he fought at Bougainville 
with the 3rd Marine Division. After a 30-
day leave, he was reassigned to the newly 
formed 5th Marine Division at Camp Pend-
leton, California, one that was destined 
to invade Iwo Jima, an eight-square mile 
island that American commanders coveted 
as a base for fighter planes that were to 
accompany bombers flying to Japan from 
Saipan, 700 miles further south.

After three days of bombardment by 
the U.S. Navy, the Fourth and Fifth Marine 
Divisions launched the invasion of Iwo 
Jima on February 19, followed by the Third 
Marine Division later on. The Japanese were 
so entrenched in tunnels and caves that a 
month passed before the island was se-
cured, at a cost of 28,000 American casual-

ties, including 6,800 
who were k i l led. 
Less than 1,000 of 
an estimated 22,000 
Japanese defenders 
survived.

F i g h t i n g  w a s 
fiercest at a rise on 
the northern end of 
the island Marines 
dubbed “Meatgrind-
er Hill,” and at Mount 
Suribachi, a 554-foot 

By Arthur P. von Reyn

Perhaps the most famous photograph 
to arise from World War II was snapped 

on Februar y 
23, 1945, by 
Joe Rosenthal, 
an Associated 
Press photog-
rapher. Depict-
ing the raising 
o f  t h e  U . S . 
flag over Iwo 
Jima, the pic-
ture has been 
reproduced in 
thousands of 
publications, 
and translated 
into numerous 
forms, includ-
ing a couple of 
American post-
a g e  s t a m p s 
and a memo-
rial near Arling-
ton Cemetery 

in Washington, D.C. But had it not been 
for the persistence of one soldier’s mother, 
the presence of a Texan in the scene might 
have never been acknowledged.

The Texan who almost went unrec-
ognized was Harlon 
Block, a member of 
a team sent to secure 
the summit of Mount 
Suribachi.

H a r l o n  H e n r y 
Block was born in 
Yorktown, a small 
farming community 
northwest of Victoria, 
but his family moved 
further south to a 
dairy farm near Wes-

In basing its 1945 Iwo Jima is-
sue on Joe Rosenthal’s famous 
photograph, the U.S. Post 
Office Department caved in 
to public and political pres-
sure, making an exception to 
its ban on portraying living 
persons on a stamp. Texan 
Harlon Block is the soldier on 
the right side of the pole.

Joe Rosenthal’s flag raising over Iwo Jima photo-
graph encored on an American stamp in 1995, one 
that was included in the last of the five World War 
II 50th anniversary mini-sheets. 
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high volcanic vent on the southern end. On the fourth 
day of the assault, two four-man patrols were sent up 
the north face of Mount Suribachi, encountering little 
resistance from the Japanese; that would change later. 
A 40-man patrol then scaled Mount Suribachi, plant-
ing a small American flag at the summit, the first on 
Japanese soil, at 10:37 a.m.

That flag was deemed too small and by one account, 
Secretary of the Navy James Forrestal, who had landed 
on the beach at the base of the mountain, wanted it as a 
souvenir as well as 2nd Battalion Commander Chandler 
Johnson. So, another flag almost four times as large was 
sent up. As the flag was raised at about noon, Joe Rosen-
thal almost missed snapping his famous photograph 
of the scene, one that was similar to that recorded by a 
Marine still photographer and a motion picture camera-
man. He also took a second posed photograph with the 
soldiers cheering around the raised flag.*

The six flag raisers depicted in the second flag rais-
ing were Ira Hayes, Franklin Sousley, Michael Strank, 
John Bradley, Rene Gagnon and Harlon Block. Bradley 
is the only soldier who appeared in both 
the first and second flag raising pictures. 
Upon publication statesite, Rosenthal’s 
photograph was immediately acclaimed 
as one of the most inspirational and pa-

triotic of all time.
Of the six flag raisers in Rosenthal’s 

photo, three were dead within the month. 
Mike Strank was killed by a mortar March 
1, another mortar blast ended Corporal 
Block’s life hours thereafter. The last to die 
was Franklin Sousley, on March 21.

Upon seeing the photo published on 
February 25 in the 
Weslaco newspaper, 
Block’s mother is said 
to have exclaimed 
“That’s Harlon.” No 
one believed her, 
as the soldier she 
claimed was Harlon 
had been misidenti-
fied as being Harry 
Hanson, who ap-
peared in the first 
flag raising picture. 
Upon learning of a 
possible error, the 
military brass decid-
ed to keep quiet, not 

The image on this 1995 Marshall 
Islands issue comes closest to authen-
tically replicating Joe Rosenthal’s flag 
raising photograph.

Considerable artistic license pervades this giant-size 1970 Grenada stamp—
there were no bomb blasts occurring in the vicinity at the time of the raising 
of the second, larger flag on Mount Suribachi. 

* For a time, it was thought Rosenthal’s photograph 
was staged. Rosenthal believed the photo with the 
cheering soldiers was the one his editors were excited 
about, so he told them the flag raising was posed.
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HAVE MORE FUN! COLLECT PRECANCELS!

TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB
Come to our next meeting:

Friday and Saturday, October 1-2, 2010
Baymont Inn & Suites, 301 Capitol Street

Grapevine, Texas
VISIT OUR AWARD-WINNING WEBSITE

http://tx4.us/txpcclub.htm
For more information: John C. Foster

retsof@austin.rr.com or call (512) 346-8253

realizing the popularity of the photo. Some 
18 months later, Ira Hayes testified during 
a Congressional investigation that it was 
indeed Block, not Hanson, who appeared 
in Rosenthal’s photo.

The three survivors of the flag raising 
were hailed as heroes and brought back to 
the United States, participating reluctantly 
in the seventh bond drive, a flashy tour that 
like the previous six ones included stadium 
productions featuring war heroes, Holly-
wood stars, and musical performances. The 
flag raising picture was used as the symbol 
for the tour, one that raised an amazing $24 
billion ($284 billion in 2009 dollars).

The public also demanded a postage 
stamp depicting the flag raising, an idea 
that was rejected due to the Post Office 
Department’s policy of not depicting living 
individuals on stamps. After members of 
Congress joined the chorus, an exception 
was made, and on July 13, 1945, an olive-
green Iwo Jima stamp debuted, becoming 
the most popular commemorative of the 
decade.

During the 25th and 50th anniversaries 
of World War II, Rosenthal’s image again 
found its way onto a number of postage 
stamps, including one in the last of the 
U.S. World War II souvenir sheets, issued 
in 1995.
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Unless otherwise noted, admission and parking are free at all shows and bourses listed. Specific details 
are not provided for repeating events beyond the first insertion. For inclusion on this calendar and 
the one on our website www.texasphilatelic.org select the “Philatelic Event Registration” option under 
the “At Your Service” heading on the website home page or prepare the data in the format below and 
write to: The Texas Philatelist, P.O. Box 1622, Dallas, TX 75356-1922.

SEP. 17-19  GREATER HOUSTON STAMP SHOW 2010
2010 Annual exhibition and bourse of the Houston Philatelic Society at the 

Humble Civic Center, 8233 Will Clayton Pkwy. (exit U.S. Hwy. 59 at Will 
Clayton Pkwy. and go east), Humble, Texas. Features exhibits, 33-dealer 
bourse, beginners’ booth, Sam Houston Philatelics auction, USPS substa-
tion, cacheted cover and show cancellation. TPA meetings scheduled on 
Saturday as follows: Foundation Trustees at 8:30 a.m.; Board of Directors 
at 9:15 a.m. Hours: Friday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Contact: Houston Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 690042, Houston, 
TX 77269-0042; Contact: Denise Stotts, stottsjd@swbell.net.

SEP. 24-25 TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR 
2010 Bourse at the Richardson Civic Center, 411 W. Arapaho Rd., (Next to 

Richardson City Hall), Richardson, Texas. Hours: Friday 1 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

OCT. 1-2 TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB FALL ROUNDUP
2010 Fall auction and bourse of the Texas Precancel Club at the Baymont Inn 

& Suites, 301 Capital St., Grapevine, Texas. Hours: Friday 9 a.m. to 10 
p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Auction on Saturday at 2 p.m. Contact: 
Katherine Foster, khfoster@tex.net.

OCT. 2-3 LAWTON-FORT SILL STAMP SHOW 
2010 45th annual bourse and show of the Lawton-Fort-Sill Stamp Club at the 

Center for Creative Living, 3501 Dr. Elsie Hamm Lee Blvd. Show features 
children’s and Boy Scouts’ activities area. Hours: Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.: Contact: Bernard S. Pawloski, Jr., obiks46@
netscape.net.

OCT 22-23  OKPEX 2010 (Show days are Friday-Saturday)
2010 Annual exhibition and bourse of the Oklahoma City Stamp Club at the 

Express Events Center, 8512 Northwest Expy. (between Council Road 
and County Line Road) in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Show features 
APS World Series of Philately exhibits, dealer bourse, cacheted cover 
and show cancellation. Hours: Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Contact: Joe Crosby, 5009 Barnsteeple Ct., Oklahoma City, OK 
73142-5405; joecrosby@cox.net.

OCT. 23-24 TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR
2010 Bourse at Norris Conference Center, 4522 Fredericksburg Rd. (at Crossroads 

Mall near NW I-410 and I-10, next to SuperTarget, lower level), San Antonio, 
Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

NOV. 13-14 MID-CITIES STAMP EXPO
2010 23nd annual exhibition and bourse of the Mid-Cities Stamp Club at 

calendar of events
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the Grapevine Convention Center, 1209 S. Main St., Grapevine, Texas. 
Features exhibits, 28-dealer bourse, beginners’ booth, giant mixture 
pick, silent auction, chance board, USPS substation, cacheted cover and 
show cancellation. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Contact: Stanley Christmas, elvira6@swbell.net.

NOV. 20-21 TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR (New date and location)
2010 Bourse at the Holiday Inn Near the Galleria, 3131 West Loop Frwy. (I-610 

South at Richmond Ave. exit), Houston, TX. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

DEC. 3-4 TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR 
2010 See Sep. 24-25, 2010, listing for details.

MAR. 4-5 TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB SPRING ROUNDUP
2011 Spring auction and bourse of the Texas Precancel Club at the College 

Station Conference Center, 1300 George Bush Dr., College Station, 
Texas. Hours: Friday 9 a.m. to 10 p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Auction 
on Saturday at 2 p.m. Lunch provided to those who sign up before 10 
a.m. each day. Contact: Katherine Foster, khfoster@tex.net.

APR. 15-17 TEXPEX 2011
2011 The 115th annual exhibition and convention of the Texas Philatelic As-

sociation at the Doubletree Hotel Dallas Near the Galleria, 4099 Valley 
View Ln. (I-635 at Midway exit), Dallas, Texas. Show features World Series 
of Philately exhibits, bourse, youth booth, USPS substation, cacheted 
cover and show cancellation. TPA meetings scheduled on Saturday as 
follows: Foundation Trustees at 8:00 a.m.; Annual Meeting at 9:30 a.m.; 
Board of Directors at 10:00 a.m.; Hours: Friday and Saturday 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Tom Koch, tkoch@utdallas.
edu; (972) 883-4951; (972) 883-2473.

SEP. 16-18  GREATER HOUSTON STAMP SHOW 2011
2011 See Sep. 17-19, 2010, listing for details.
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By Arthur P. von Reyn

By 1930, most of the western states had a 
national park, ranging from Mount Rain-

ier in Washington to Mesa Verde in Colorado. 
Even neighboring New Mexico and Arkansas 
had one, with their Carlsbad Caverns and Hot 
Springs respectively. But all Texas could muster 
was a nascent system of small state parks.

The Birth of a National Park
Four influential Texans set about rem-

edying this disparate situation. Everett Ewing 
Townsend, a former U.S. Customs agent and 
Brewster County sheriff who was elected to the 
Texas legislature in 1932, had a dream of creat-
ing a national park in a remote, frontier area of 
his county known as the Big Bend, so named for 

the abrupt change in the direction 
of the Rio Grande, from a south-
east flow to the northeast. Also 
attracted to the spectacular desert, 
canyon and mountain scenery of 
the Big Bend was Robert M. Wag-
staff, a young state representative 
from Abilene.

Backed by Fort Worth news-
paperman Amon G. Carter, and 
J.O. Langford, the owner of the 
Hot Springs resort along the Rio 
Grande, Townsend and Wagstaff 
wrangled enough support during 
the regular 1933 legislative session 
to reserve 15 sections of public 
school lands for a Texas Canyons 
State Park, the land being termed 
“rough, rugged and worthless for 
any purpose except for its scenic 
beauty and park purposes.” In a 
called session in September 1933, 
a bill was passed to buy around 
150,000 acres of land from the 
Public School Fund for a penny 
an acre. Other provisions of the 
bill included changing the name 
to Big Bend State Park and an 
expression of the sponsors’ hope 
that the land would eventually be 
passed into the national system 
of parks.

Whether postage stamps in-
fluenced the process of establish-
ing the Big Bend National Park 

Texans worked to gain their own national park
Big Bend National Park 75th Anniversary

This unused linen postcard depicting the Rio Grande passing though 
Santa Elena Canyon likely predates the opening of the Big Bend Na-
tional Park, as the park’s existence is not mentioned on the message 
side. Also, the message side refers to “Santa Helena Canyon.”
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A desert landscape bisected by the Rio Grande, as 
depicted on this 40¢ Great Scenic Landscapes airmail 
stamp issued in 1999, is the stereotypical image of Big 
Bend National Park, but due to more abundant rainfall 
at the higher elevations of the Chisos Mountains, forests 
prevail. (Photo courtesy of the National Park Service)

is a matter of conjecture. However, depicting 
America’s national parks on stamps, an idea 
first advanced in the mid-1920s, was cham-
pioned in 1933 by Interior Secretary Harold 
Ickes, who announced that 1934 would be 
a “National Park” year. Ickes succeeded in 
lobbying President Roosevelt and Postmaster 
General James Farley for a series of stamps 
portraying some of the 27 national parks then 
in existence. The result was a set of 10 stamps 
issued in the summer and fall of 1934. The 
fact those stamps were sold over the counters 
of post offices in Texas and there was no na-
tional park in the state may have induced park 
activists, principally in the Alpine area, to work 
even harder to convince the National Park 
Service (NPS) as to the merits of the idea.

In January 1934 Roger Toll, the super-
intendent of Yellowstone National Park and 
preeminent authority on new national park 
acquisitions, visited the Big Bend and described 
the area in favorable terms, saying, “The Big 

Bend Country seems to be decidedly the out-
standing scenic area of Texas.” His glowing 
report prompted the NPS to seriously study the 
idea, and in June 1935, a formal application 
for a Big Bend National Park was prepared. On 
June 20, 1935, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
signed Public Law 157, authorizing creation of 
a Big Bend National Park and endorsing the 
NPS plan to reserve 1.5 million acres of land 
for recreation park purposes.

Although a major hurdle had been leaped, 
the Big Bend National Park was still far from 
reality. Beginning in 1934, mostly Hispanic 
young men in the Civilian Conservation 
Corps began work in the state park lands, con-
structing a seven-mile road into the scenic Chi-
sos Mountains Basin, along with the popular 
Lost Mine Trail and some structures still in use 
today. Land acquisition for the park was left up 
to the State of Texas, and due to the realities 
of the Great Depression, remained unfunded 
until 1941 when the Texas Legislature finally 
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On June 20, 1935, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed a bill authorizing establishment of a Big Bend 
National Park. By 1944, about 700,000 acres had been procured, sometimes from very reluctant ranch-
ers. The deed for the acreage was presented to President Roosevelt on June 6, 1944, and six days later, 
he signed a Congressional act establishing the park that formally opened to visitors on July 1.

appropriated $1.5 million for a park that was 
envisioned to encompass upwards of 800,000 
acres. Of that total, some 600,000 acres were 
to be acquired from roughly 5,000 private 
landowners. Despite an August 31, 1942, 
deadline, the mission of purchasing much of 
the necessary land was accomplished.

On June 12, 1944, the federal government 
formally accepted a deed for almost 700,000 
acres from the State of Texas, and gates were 
opened to the public on July 1, 1944. During 
the first six months of operation, 850 visitors 
passed through, a number that promoters 
hoped to see hit 400,000 annually in a few 
years. 

Desert, River and Mountains
Located on the northern third of the Chi-

huahuan desert, Big Bend National Park is a 
land of extremes. Altitudes range from 1,804 
feet to 7,832 feet. Rainfall runs from four 
inches annually in the southern desert areas 
to about 25 inches in the high mountains. 
Temperatures rise to the mid-110s on the 
desert floor during the summer to well below 
freezing in the Chisos mountains during the 

winter. These extremes allow visitors to experi-
ence three diverse eco-zones: the river canyons, 
the desert and the mountains.

More than 1,200 species of plants are 
found within the park, including 70 types 
of cacti. It is a place where eastern, western, 
southern and northern animal species overlap, 
making it the most bio-diverse of all national 
parks. So far, animal species counts include 
that of 434 birds, 78 mammals, 56 reptiles, 
10 amphibians and 35 fish, some of which are 
endangered or are native only to the Big Bend. 
In 1976, the United Nations designated the 
park an “International Biosphere Reserve.”

On the southern boundary of the park, the 
Rio Grande cuts 1,000 to 1,500 feet through 
the desert floor, creating the spectacular Santa 
Elena, Mariscal, and Boquillas canyons, a 
popular area for float trips. In the mountains, 
white-tailed deer and mountain lions populate 
the forests of juniper, oak and pinion pine that 
graduate to Douglas firs, aspens and Arizona 
cypresses at the highest elevations. Like similar 
climes in West Texas, the desert is home to 
wildlife like jackrabbits, mule deer, roadrunners 
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and rattlesnakes, but can be quite lush during 
the spring blooming season, when the park 
draws the most visitors.

With 100 miles of paved roads, the Big 
Bend National Park can be toured by vehicle, 
but it is best experienced by hiking along some 
of the 150 miles of trails or “four-wheeling” it 
along the 150 miles of primitive dirt roads.

Park History
Like much of Texas, Big Bend was an 

ocean millions of years ago, then became a 
marshland ruled by dinosaurs. However, the 
area uplifted due to volcanic activity and over 

time became the geologically diverse region 
that park visitors experience today.

Evidence indicates Paleo-Indians began 
visiting the area 10,500 years ago. The nomad-
ic Comanche, Chisos and Mescalero Apache 
tribes frequented the Big Bend at the time the 
Spanish conquistadors, Mexicans and finally, 
Americans, began to show up. Two presidios set 
up by the Spanish in 1775 on what is now the 
Mexican side of the border were such favorite 
targets of the Comanche and Apache that the 
Comanche Trail is eroded into the earth. The 
presidios were abandoned in 1784.

This postcard was sent on April 2, 1949, less than five years after the Big Bend National Park opened to 
the public, with the sender remarking, “This is the kind of scenery we passed today. It really was very 
beautiful. Never expected to see such scenery in Texas.” Note that the “highway” is a gravel road!
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By the mid-1800s, both Mexican and 
American settlers began to move into the Big 
Bend, earning a hardscrabble existence in 
farming and ranching. Following the conclu-
sion of the Mexican-American War in 1848, 
the boundary was established as being the Rio 
Grande, resulting in Mexicans living on both 
sides of the border.

In the late 1800s, the brilliant red ore cin-
nabar was discovered, leading to development 
of mines in which mercury was produced, 

most often to 
the detriment of 
the health of the 
mostly Hispanic 
employees who 
worked with the 
ore. Mining of 
cinnabar contin-
ued sporadically 
until 1973.

In order to 
procure land for 
the  Big  Bend 
National Park, 
concessions were 
made to the land-
owners, allow-
ing farming and 
ranching opera-
tions to continue 
for a time. Large 

portions of the land had already been over-
grazed, and this continued, so much so that 
some areas of the park have yet to recover from 
all the environmental damage.

Within the Big Bend National Park, there 
are eight National Register archeological and 
historic sites or districts documenting the Mexi-
can and American settlement of the frontier, as 
well as historic and pre-historic Indian occupa-
tions. These are the Burro Mesa Archaeological 
Site, Castolon Historic District, Daniels Farm 
House, Homer Wilson Ranch Site, Hot Springs 
Historic District, Luna’s Jacal, Mariscal Mining 
District, and Rancho Estelle. Other abandoned 
communities and homes exist throughout the 
park, many of which have fallen into ruins.

The Philatelic Legacy
Although various U.S. national parks have 

been depicted on American stamps and postal 
stationery since 1934, the Big Bend National 
Park did not receive postal recognition until 
1999, when the second single in the ongoing 
Scenic American Landscapes series of airmail 
stamps depicted the Rio Grande running along 
the park’s southern border. The stamp paid the 

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK 
FORMER POST OFFICES

Name Opened Closed
Boquillas* 12/30/1896  1913 
Castolon 3/29/1926  6/30/1954 
Hot Springs 7/22/1914 9/30/1942 
Mariscal 10/12/1922 8/15/1928 
Mc Kinney
  Springs 1913  6/15/1921 
Nesmith 5/19/1905 4/15/1908 
*Boquillas was moved in 1913 and renamed 
Mc Kinney Springs.

Boquillas, Texas, was the twin to the much larger La Villa de Boquillas del Carmen in 
Mexico. Dependent upon mining operations across the river, Boquillas gained a post 
office on Dec. 30, 1896; one that was moved a few miles way in 1913 and renamed 
McKinney Springs, then transferred again a year later to Glenn Spring, but keeping 
the McKinney Springs name until being closed on Jun. 15, 1921. The Chisos Mining 
Company extracted mercury from cinnabar ore found in the Terlingua area, just out-
side Big Bend National Park. (Cover courtesy of John J. Germann, Houston, Texas)
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The best preserved former settlement in Big Bend 
National Park is Castolon. A number of the extant build-
ings in the town were built for the U.S. Army in the wake 
of the Pancho Villa raids along the border, but the post 
was never used. The old mercantile store is a souvenir 
and provisions shop for visitors; preserved inside is the 
Castolon post office that was discontinued on June 30, 
1954. (Exterior photo courtesy of National Park Service; 
post office image courtesy of Sarah Reveley; last day of 
operation cover courtesy of John J. Germann). 

40-cent postcard rate to Mexico.
The only post office now operating in the 

park is located at the Rio Grande Village visi-
tor center, where an official park cancel can 
be obtained. Half a dozen other post offices 
operated at one time or another within the 
current park boundaries, with the last one 
shutting down in 1954. Canceled mail from 
these locations is quite scarce.

Park Celebrates 75th Anniversary
Visitation to the Big Bend National Park 

has grown steadily over the years, with atten-
dance peaking at 456,201 in 1976. But due 
to its isolation and access dependent upon 
vehicles, the number has been hovering around 
360,000 in the past few years, generating a 
rank of 39th in attendance among the nation’s 
58 national parks.

The park’s size has never reached the 
originally projected 1.5 million acres, nor has 
any progress been made on the seven-decade 
old idea of establishing a sister park across the 
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border in Mexico. Nonetheless, as Big Bend 
National Park celebrates its 75th anniversary 
this year, it has grown over the years to encom-
pass 801,163 acres, about 1,252 square miles. 
This size and the ecological diversity makes it 
one of the nation’s most unique recreational 
destinations, so it’s no wonder that it is touted 
as being “Three Parks in One.”
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Mid-Cities show salutes centenary of Scouting
By Stanley Christmas

The centenary of Scouting in America will 
be honored at the 23rd annual stamp 

show of the Mid-Cities Stamp Club, to be 
held November 13-14 at the Grapevine Con-

vention Center 
in Grapevine, 
Texas.

On view at 
the 2010 Mid-
Cit ie s  Stamp 
Expo will be 60 
frames of exhib-
its,  including 
two containing 
Scouting mem-
orabi l ia  from 
m e m b e r s  o f 
the Mid-Cities 
Stamp Club.

For the first time at the show, collectors 
have an opportunity to display a Movie Title 
single frame (16-page) exhibit. The title must 
be a movie title, but the exhibit can relate 
to the movie title in any way. An exhibit on 
horses might be titled Black Beauty, or an 
exhibit on ships might be called All At Sea. 
Material must be at least 50% philatelic. 
The Movie Title exhibits will be judged on a 
popularity basis by all attending members of 
the Mid-Cities Stamp Club. Prizes of movie 
passes will be awarded.

Two judges certified by the American 
Philatelic Society will evaluate all the other 
competitive exhibits. In addition, 2010 
Expo attendees can vote for their favorite 
exhibit until 1:30 p.m. Sunday. The winner 
will be presented the Texas Stamp Dealers 
Association’s Most Popular Exhibit Award a 
half hour later.

Twenty-six stamp dealers and the Grape-
vine post office are expected to attend the 
2010 Expo. Almost every collecting interest 
will be represented. 

A cool way to pick up some bargains is 

to participate in the Silent Auction. This year 
collectors will have the opportunity to bid on 
a Recalled Legends of the West sheet, as well as 
a variety of single stamps, sets, collections and 
philatelic accessories. Bidding begins when 
the show opens on Saturday and closes at 2 
p.m. Sunday; winning bidders pick up lots 
between 2:20 p.m. and the show’s close.

Returning are the “Chance Board” and 
“Giant Mixture Pick,” activities that are popu-
lar with young collectors, and those not so 
young. At the Youth Activities Center, young-
sters can experience the fun of philately with 
games, contests and prizes. The club will also 
have its own sales books available for perusal 
by members and non-members alike.

The Texas Philatelic Association will 
operate a society table at the event. Visitors 
stopping by can register to win a Scott 2011 
Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps 

Dakota Sheperd of the Adventure Troop 7701 in 
Saginaw, Texas, won the design contest for the 
2010 Mid-Cities Stamp Expo cachet. The colorful 
show souvenir, costing $2.00, will be franked with 
the Celebrating Scouting stamp issued in July; a 
special show cancel will be applied.
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and Covers.
Numerous awards will be presented to 

exhibitors at an awards dinner that begins 
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday evening at the Grape-
vine Convention Center. The entrée is fajita 
chicken. Tickets can be purchased on a first 
come, first served basis for $20 until October 
20. Remaining tickets will be available until 
November 8 at a slightly higher price. Contact 
Richard Hildebrandt at (817) 483-9234 or 
richhilde@hotmail.com to reserve tickets.

The Boy Scouts of America celebrated 
its 100th anniversary on February 8, 2010, 
and Camp Fire USA on March 17, 2010; the 
U.S. post office recognized the occasion with 
a Celebrate Scouting stamp released on July 
27, 2010, during the National Boy Scout Jam-
boree at Fort A.P. Hill, Virginia. The design 
was created by illustrator Craig Frazier of Mill 
Valley, California. The stamp depicts the spirit 
and outdoor adventure of Scouting through a 
backpacking Scout and a large silhouette of a 
Scout surveying the landscape. 

A cachet and special cancel promoting the 
centennial of Scouting will be available during 
the show. The cachet was selected in a design 
contest held among the Scouts of Adventure 
Troop 7701, Saginaw, Texas, with the winner 
being Dakota Sheperd. The cancel is being 
designed by a member of the club. The price 
for each cachet with a single stamp is $2.00.

The official show hotel, the Baymont Inn, 
offers a special rate of $89 plus tax for up to 
four persons. To make reservations, call 1 
(877) BAYMONT or (817) 329-9300 and  ask 
for the Mid-Cities Stamp Show Room Block. 
The special rate expires November 2.

Show hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday. 
The Grapevine Convention Center is located 
at 1209 S. Main St., about three blocks north 
of State Highways 114/121. 

 For further information on Expo 2010 
contact Stanley Christmas at (817) 656-2925, 
elvira6@swbell.net or see the MCSC website 
at www.mid-citiesstampclub.com. 

TSDA 2010 STAMP FAIRS
	 DALLAS	•

Sept.	24-25	•	Dec.	3-4

	 HOUSTON	•
Nov. 20-21

 SAN	ANTONIO	•
Oct. 23-34

Professionals Serving the Philatelic Community of Texas
For Information Contact:

GEORGE KUBAL, P.O. BOX 1196 • HEWITT, TX 76643-1196
(254) 666-7755 • E-mail: geokubal@aol.com

Richardson Civic Center
411 W. Arapho Road (Richardson)

Fri.: 1 p.m. to 8 p.m • Sat.: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Holiday Inn Near the Galleria
3131 W. Loop Freeway (I-610)

Sat.: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Sun.: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Norris Conference Center
4522 Fredericksburg Road

Sat.: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Sun.: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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Austin-Texas Stamp Club (ATSC): On July 6, Sam Van Blarcom brought in an eclectic 
collection of U.S. covers spanning the stampless era to the early 1900s; he spun a tale about 
each one. The July 20 auction results were 45 of the 62 lots sold for a total of $361.66.

Swap and trade ruled the day on August 3, but members also prepared a big bag of 
stamps for donation to the Beginner’s Table at the Greater Houston Stamp Show, to be 
held in mid-September. The meeting two weeks later featured an 85-lot auction.

El Paso Philatelic Society (EPS): On July 13, the 14 members and guest Amanda Riachi 
heard Jim Dobbin’s offering, Buying Stamps and Covers on eBay. Harold Schultz brought 
four items for “Stuff of the Month,” including a 1963 cover for the U.S.S .Calcaterra’s visit 
to Beruit, Lebanon, from March 15-19, 1963; the WWII vintage destroyer escort vessel 
was sold a decade later for scrap. Ron Kramer awarded prizes for his quiz on U.S. postal 
history. There were nine bidders paying $112.50 for the evening’s auction lots.

For the August 10 assembly, Harold Schultz and Gus Riachi presented a program 
on Saudi Arabia’s postal tax stamps to benefit the Medical Aid Society. Another of Ron 
Kramer’s quizzes again tested members’ knowledge of postal history. All the “Stuff of 
the Month” items were contributed by Harold Schultz, who is asking other members to 
participate. Eight buyers paid $82.00 for their auction lots.

The August edition of the club newsletter spotlighted stamps with microscopic par-
ticles mixed in the printing ink, such as one with volcanic ash from Iceland’s Eyjafjallajokull 
volcano and another from Australia with meteorite particles.

Heart of Texas Stamp Club (HOTSC): The July 1 meeting highlight was a talk by 
Ariel Burmeister, the club’s newest member and a youth collector, on her philatelic in-
terests. James Berryhill gave a report on his visit to the APS headquarters in Bellefonte, 
Pennsylvania.

Members gathered at the Lake Brazos Steak House on August 5 for a dutch treat meal 
and ice cream social.

The club received a canned reply, published elsewhere in this journal, to its sugges-
tions on solving the U.S. Postal Service’s financial woes; the proposals were in a position 
paper mailed to the Postmaster General.

 Houston Philatelic Society (HPS): The day after Independence Day, Jim Francis 
discussed the Postal History of Denmark. The quarterly auction was held on July 12.

For those who turned out on August 2, William Fort presented U.S. Fourth Bureau Rates 
and Fees, a look at the definitive series that served American postal needs for most of the 
period between the two world wars. On August 16, Denise Stotts, a club member who 
also serves on the American Philatelic Society’s board of directors, offered a program on 
the various services and benefits offered by the national philatelic group.

Jim Francis hosted the club’s annual summer social, staged on August 21.
The July-August issue of The Perforator, the HPS newsletter, featured an article on the 

“Midnight Mavericks,” the club’s exhibiting team that participated in the Rocky Mountain 

Report chapter activities by Internet or mail!
To report the activities of your chapter or unit, simply go to www.texasphilatelic.

org and select the “Chapter Reports” option under the “At Your Service” heading on the 
home page. Minutes and newsletters may still be sent by mail to this address: Arthur 
P. von Reyn editor, The Texas Philatelist, P.O. Box 1622, Dallas, TX 75356-1622.

chapters in action
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Stamp Show held May 14-16. The team, consisting of Larry Ballantyne, William Drummond, 
William Fort, Jay and Denise Stotts, Bethel and Ronald Strawser, and Victor Willson, landed 
in second place, just behind the group “WE,” an acronym for “Women Exhibitors.”

Mid-Cities Stamp Club (MCSC): The American Philatelic Society has awarded Stanley 
Christmas, chairman of the Mid-Cities Stamp Expo, with a 2010 Volunteer Recognition 
Award for local promotion and service to philately. The honor will be bestowed during 
the upcoming show, to be held November 13-14 in Grapevine, Texas.

The 34 members and four guests turning out for the July 7 gathering in Arlington 
enjoyed a mixture pick and plenty of philatelic conversation, as well as buy, swap and-
sell. Door prizes were awarded to Dorothy Perez and Jean Werry. The club still purchases 
a new set of Scott catalogues annually for its library, and auctions off the old volumes.

The semi-annual auction at Irving on July 21 brought $84.90 in sales from the 14 
members present, with the club benefiting to the tune of $28.75. Participating in show-
and-tell were Stanley Christmas and Jack Urish. Reeling in the door prizes were Beverly 
Ely and Tom Turner.

On July 27 at Lake Granbury, Ray Cartier provided his personal observations on the 
financial aspects of philately, urging the 16 members to keep stamp collecting fun and 
not to substitute expectations of great wealth from investments. In Brian Smith’s “What’s 
My Name” segment, members were given clues to identify a defunct stamp issuing iden-
tity, this time turning out to be the Danish West Indies. Dan Askey, Bob Coleman and Phil 
DeLucchi nabbed the door prizes. The annual philatelic weekend will be held September 
24-25 at the Hood County Public Library with displays and an APS slide show.

San Antonio Philatelic Association (SAPA): Chip Swinney brought Holidays on Post 
Cards to members attending the July 23 meeting, noting that years ago, cheap picture 
postcards with holiday themes were a popular means of conveying greetings, including 
some holidays that are seldom thought of today as occasions for sending greetings, such 
as Memorial Day.

On August 20, Sam Rogers was slated to show items that most collectors would never 
consider touching during his program Philatelic Outcasts.

For other weekly meetings during July and August, the club followed its regular 
schedule of auctions, show-and-tell and member buy, sell and trade. 
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(Editor’s Note: Below is the response that the 
Heart of Texas Stamp Club in Waco, Texas, received 
to a letter it sent to Postmaster General John E. Pot-
ter, one that addressed the current financial woes 
of the U.S. Postal Service. The original letter was 
printed in the July-August edition of The Texas 
Philatelist.)

By Dr. James Berryhill, et al

In May, the Heart of Texas Stamp Club sent 
by mail our position paper to Postmaster 

General John E. Potter with Postal Service, us-
ing postage stamps. Our club was disappointed 
that we did not at least get a reply signed by 
the postmaster general. Instead, a canned re-
sponse arrived in June, one that assumed that 
our suggestions were sent by e-mail!
Dear Postal Customers:

This responds to your recent letter to Post-
master General John E. Potter for whom I am 
responding.

Thank you for e-mailing us with your ideas 
on the Postal Service’s new business action plan, 
“Ensuring a Viable Postal Service for America.” We 
appreciate your ideas and input on how the Postal 

Service can make critical changes to adapt to an 
evolving market place.

Over the past 40 years, lifestyles and ways of do-
ing business have changed dramatically. However, 
laws that govern the Postal Service have remained 
static. The laws need to be modernized to reflect the 
changing lifestyles of the American public as well 
as the impact of increased use of electronic com-
munications. The Postal Service needs the flexibility 
to respond to market dynamics and the speed neces-
sary to bring products to the market quickly.

There is no easy solution or quick fix. The 
future depends on a suite of solutions that takes 
a balanced and reasonable approach to creating a 
financially sound future.

The Postal Service delivers the greatest value of 
any post in the world and will remain a vital driver 
of the American economy and an integral part of 
every American community. If given the flexibility 
to respond to an ever evolving market place, it will 
continue to do so in the future.

Thank you again for your suggestions and sup-
port of the U.S. Postal Service.

Sincerely,
Sameatria Morton
Consumer Research Analyist. 

U.S. Postal Service responds to club’s advice

OKL AHOMA
 S TAMPS

1001 NORTH FULTON  TULSA, OKLAHOMA 74115
Specializing in United States Stamps.

Member APS, ASDA, TSDA

Stamps and Postal History of Italy 

LO GIUDICE
162, via Roma

94010 Gagliano C.to(EN)
Italy

stampsario@aim.com
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This is a listing of special pictorial cancels recently authorized for use in Texas, or of interest to collectors in Texas. 
This information is excerpted from recent editions of The Postal Bulletin, or provided by the sponsoring organization. 
If available, the sponsor of the pictorial postmark appears in italics under the date.

According to the U.S. Postal Service, requests for these cancels must be postmarked no later than 30 days following 
the indicated postmark date. All requests must include a stamped envelope or postcard bearing at least the minimum 
first-class postage; items bearing postage issued after the postmark date will be returned unserviced.

Place the envelope or postcard in a larger envelope and address it to: PICTORIAL POSTMARKS, followed by the 
NAME OF THE STATION, ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP+4 CODE, exactly as listed below (using all capitals and no punc-
tuation, except the hyphen in the ZIP+4 code). A larger SASE must be enclosed if the item submitted for a special 
cancel is unaddressed.

texas cancels

(Editor’s Notes: Refer to page 35 of the January-Feb-
ruary edition of The Texas Philatelist for details on 
nine special cancels offered during July and August 
in the ongoing “Texas Plains Trail Region” series of 
special cancels.
Availability of the Big Bend 75th Anniversary cancel, 
depicted in the July-August issue of The Texas Phi-
latelist, has been extended 60 days to September 
20, 2010.

July 4, 2010
U.S. Postal Service
Festival Hill Station
Postmaster
395 E. Mill St.
Round Top, TX 78954-9998

July 10, 2010
U.S. Postal Service
Centennial Station
Postmaster
809 Doak St.
O’Donnell, TX 79351-9998

June 25–26, 2010
U.S. Postal Service
Audie Leon Murphy Station
Postmaster
2810 Wesley St.
Greenville, TX 75401-9998

August 7, 2010
U.S. Postal Service
Lazbuddie School Reunion 

Station
Postmaster
Hwy. 1172
Lazbuddie, TX 79053-9998

August 3, 2010
U.S. Postal Service
Belle Jim Hotel Station
Postmaster
215 N. Bowie
Jasper, TX 75951-9998

July 30, 2010
South Plains Stamp Club
Rockin’ 50’s Inauguration of 

Bill Griggs Station
Postmaster
PO Box 68999
Lubbock, TX 79414-8999

September 17–19, 2010
Greater Houston Stamp Show
Greater Houston Stamp Station
GMF Barbara Jordan
401 Franklin St.
Houston, TX 77201-9998

The Texas PhilaTelisT
Display Advertising Rates, Per Insertion*

Advertisement Size Black & White Color
Back Cover - 6” x 9” $85.00 $120.00
Inside Front Cover - 6” x 9” $50.00 $75.00
Inside Back Cover - 6” x 9” $50.00 $75.00
Inside Center Spread - 12” x 9” $120.00 $180.00
Inside Full Page - 5” x 7¾” $36.00 $55.00
Inside Half Page - 5” x 313/16” $18.00 $30.00
Inside One -Third Page 5” x 2½” $15.00 22.50
Inside Quarter - Page 5” x 127/32” $11.50 17.00

Mini-Ad - 2.4” x 1.45” $4.80 7.00

* These rates are for camera ready 
artwork. We will be happy to prepare 
your copy at a small extra charge. A “six 
for the price of five” discount is offered 
for six consecutive insertions of the 
same size advertisement. These rates, 
are applicable to editions with normal 
circulation and may change without 
notice. For further information, including 
special offers available to Texas Philatelic 
Association members, contact: Arthur 
P. von Reyn, The Texas Philatelist, P.O. 
Box 561622, Dallas, TX 75356-1622;  
(214) 902-0858; e-mail: tpeditor@
texasphilatelic.org.
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MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY
July-August

Membership, June15, 2010  .................... 596
New Members .................................................. 2
Deceased ...........................................................-1
Membership, August15, 2010 ................ 597

Life Chapters ...................................................10
Life Members ..................................................91
Regular Chapters/Units ...............................13
Regular Members ....................................... 483
Total Members ............................................. 597

NEW MEMBERS

5057 Jones, Frederick C. - Abilene, TX

5058 Christian, Quentin A. - Elgin, TX

DECEASED

L-151 Whyborn, Raymond - Seymour, TX

membership report

TPA FOUNDATION
Giving levels are Sponsor, $40.00 and over; Patron, 
$20.00 to $39.99; and Sustaining, $5.00 to $19.99.

SPONSOR

4841 Villar, Dr. Santos Luis

2010 TPA DONORS
Thanks to the following members for their 

generous contributions to the TPA Foundation 
or the TPA Journal Publication Fund. Gifts may 
be made with a MasterCard or Visa by visiting 
www.texasphilatelic.org, or send a check to 
Lyle Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, 
TX 78739-3005.

REGISTER TO

WIN ME!
SIMPLY STOP BY THE

tpa BOOTH AT THE
GREATER HOUSTON 

STAMP SHOW AND THE 
MID-CITIES STAMP 

EXPO
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By Warren Crain

Astronaut John Glenn piloted one of 
America’s most historic space flights on 

February 20, 1962. Launched from what is 
now known as the Kennedy Space Center, 
Glenn’s capsule Friendship 7 circled the 
earth three times in America’s first orbital 
mission.

Months in advance, U.S. Post Office of-
ficials decided to issue a special stamp for 
the occasion. For marketing and publicity 
reasons, plus the chance the mission could 
be postponed or end in failure, production 
of the Project Mercury issue was accom-
plished in total secrecy.

The designer did his work at home, and 
the engraver arrived at Bureau of Engrav-
ing and Printing at night. Production of the 
stamps was accomplished in an area sealed 
off from the rest of the plant. Completed 
stamps were sent in sealed packages to 
the Washington, D.C., city post offices on 

Historic Mercury flight engendered a postal first

weekends.
Alerted to receive unidentified sealed 

packages from Washington were 301 postal 
inspectors overseeing 305 post offices 
across the nation; they were told to await 
further instructions as to the disposition of 
the mystery parcels.

In addition, one million plain envelopes 

Because the Project Mercury stamp was a surprise issue, most covers with cachet designs, like this one, were 
postmarked during the subsequent 30-day grace period for requesting cancels. There was no permanent 
Cape Canaveral post office at the time, so the U.S. Post Office department solved the problem by setting 
up a temporary one in a U.S. Air Force van parked near the launch site. A sub-post office of Cocoa, Florida, 
it opened at 3:30 p.m. on February 20, 1962. (Cover courtesy of Ray Cartier, Arlington, Texas)

crain’s corner

More than 10 million of the surprise Project Mercury 
stamp were sold the first day, even though it went 
on sale at 3:30 p.m. Eastern Standard Time. It was re-
printed twice, with 320 million produced, 200 million 
more than the typical early 1960s commemorative.
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were ordered and stamps were affixed to 
them behind locked doors at night and on 
weekends. Canceling machines were sent to 
Cape Canaveral and readied for production 
of first day covers. All this was accomplished 
well in advance of the first announced launch 
date, January 16, 1962. Inevitably, the mis-
sion was postponed five times.

Four hours and 55 minutes after the 
mission began, Friendship 7 landed in the 
Atlantic Ocean some 800 miles southeast of 
the launch site. At about 3:20 p.m. Eastern 
Standard Time, Glenn was plucked from the 
ocean. Moments later, postal officials at 300+ 
large post offices across the nation were 
instructed to open the sealed cartons and 
release the stamps for sale. First day cancel-
ing at Cape Canaveral began simultaneously. 
For the first time in American history, a stamp 
went on sale at the exact hour of the event it 
memorialized, with no advance leak.

Covers with the official first day cancel 
from Cape Canaveral are plentiful, with 
several million eventually being produced. 
Those from other locations can be scarce, 
as backdating of cancels was not permit-
ted. On the East Coast, many post offices 
were near closing time when the mission 
ended. Of the 20 cities that received sealed 
packages for which no examples of first 
day covers exist, more than half are in the 
eastern time zone. Even scarcer are non 
“add-on” cacheted first day covers from the 
balance of the cities that sold the stamps 
on the first day.

(Editor’s Note: A comprehensive article on 
this subject, “The Day That Astronaut John 
Glenn and the U.S. Postal Department Shook 
the World” by Douglas A. Kelsey, appeared in 
the February 2002 edition of the American Phi-
latelist and is available on the Internet at http://
www.stamps.org/AP/Feature0308.pdf.) 

Thanks to having an in-house art department and print shop, Fort Worth’s Texas Refinery Corporation pro-
duced a cacheted cover quickly enough to obtain a local cancel on the first day of issue for the Mercury 7 stamp. 
As the stamp was not sold until 3:30 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, the window for preparation of cachets and 
obtaining a local postmark was quite short. Since back-dating was not permitted, designs on many locally 
postmarked covers were added after the fact. (Cover courtesy of Douglas A. Kelsey, Tucson, Arizona)

www.texasphilatelic.org is your destination to:
Apply	for	Membership		•		Update	Your	Membership	Data		•		Bid	on	Auction	Lots
Send	in	“Classified	Bourse”	Ads		•		Obtain	Answers	to	Philatelic	Questions

Contact	Your	Society	Leadership		•		Request	OPS	Circuit	Books
Submit Information on Club and Society Activities, Stamp Shows, and Events

for Publication Online and in The Texas Philatelist
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS in The Texas Philatelist are accepted on the basis of 10¢ 
per word (minimum 10 words) with name, address, telephone/FAX number and e-mail address 
FREE. Please PRINT or TYPE your ad copy, state the number of times you desire it to run, 
determine the total cost, make the check payable to the “Texas Philatelic Association,” and send 
to The Texas Philatelist, P.O. Box 1622, Dallas, TX 75356-1622.

Classified Emporium

WANT TO SWAP THE FOLLOWING: mint and used 
U.S.A., Germany, Trains, African-Americans (M.L.K. etc.); 
used only Sailing Ships. Richard E. Barnes, 1150 S. Ellison 
Dr., San Antonio, TX 78245-1473, phone (210) 645-4950, 
e-mail richard3696@att.net. (58-5)

COLLECTIONS OR ACCUMULATIONS (your 
duplicates) to break down for sale on eBay. I have 
nearly 5,000 positive feedbacks while building my own 
collection. Please contact for details: Mike Duke, 1030 
Sunset Canyon S., Dripping Springs, TX 78620-4270, 
phone (512) 535-1671, e-mail mikeduke@earthlink.
net. (58-5)

AUSTRIAN AND HUNGARIAN CHEAPIES. 
Paying 1¢ each for pre-1920 used only for my cancel 
collection. Send all you have to Jack Urish, 1105 E. 
Levee St., Dallas, TX 75207-7203. (58-5)

#6¼ COTTON BOND ENVELOPES FOR CA-
CHETS. These don’t become brittle with age. $15.00 
per hundred postpaid. Arthur P. von Reyn, P.O. Box 
561622, Dallas, TX 75356-1622. (58-5)

REPUBLIC POST
By Rex H. Stever

180-page book profusely illustrated with covers 
and mail route maps. The essential resource for 

collectors of the Republic era.
Visit the TPA booth at the Greater Houston Stamp 

Show and get your copy for $35 plus tax.
To order by mail, send a $42.50* check or money 

order payable to “Texas Philatelic Association” to:
Arthur	P.	von	Reyn	•	P.O.	Box	561622	•	Dallas,	TX	75356-1622
*Including sales tax and shipping. $40.00 if shipped out-of-state.

TEXAS MAIL
LATE 1835 TO EARLY 1846

JOIN US!  Membership fees and dues are pro-
rata based on the quarter an ap-

plication is received: $18 for January-March; $13.50 for April-
June; $9 for July-September; $19.50 for October-December 
(includes next full year).
Apply for membership at www.texasphilatelic.org or request 
a membership application by writing to:

 Lyle Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005
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St., Arlington; 3rd Wed., 7:30 PM (check www.
mid-cities stampclub.com for location), Irving; 4th 
Tues., 7:00 PM, Studio at Tarleton State Langdon 
Center, 308 Pearl St., Granbury.
NACOGDOCHES STAMP CLUB, CH #31, P.O. Box 
630247, Nacogdoches, TX 77963-0247; meets 2nd 
Thurs., 7:00 PM, Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
903 North St., Nacogdoches.
OKLAHOMA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. CH #61, P.O. Box 
700334, Tulsa, OK 74170-0334
PRAIRIE BEAVER REGIONAL GROUP, British North 
America Philatelic Society Ltd., Unit #1, 501 
Fairview Ave., College Station, TX 77840-2933.
RED RIVER STAMP SOCIETY, CH #58, P.O. Box 3352, 
Shreveport, LA 71133-3352; meets 1st Wed., 7:30 
PM, Aulds South Bossier Branch Library, 3950 
Wayne Ave., Bossier City.
SAN ANTONIO PHILATELIC ASSN., LCH #3, 2903 
Nacogdoches Rd., San Antonio, TX 78217-4522; 
meets every Fri., 7:30 PM, MacArthur Park Lutheran 
Church, 2903 Nacogdoches Rd., San Antonio.
SEAGULL STAMP CLUB, LCH # 11, P.O. Box 30574, 
Corpus Christi, TX 78463-0574; meets 2nd Weds., 
7:00 PM, Main Library, 805 Comanche St., Corpus 
Christi.
SOUTH PLAINS STAMP CLUB, LCH #36, P.O. Box 
68154, Lubbock, TX 79414-8154; meets 4th Tues. 
(2nd Tues. in Nov. and Dec.), 7:30 PM, Municipal 
Garden & Arts Center, 4215 S. University Ave., 
Lubbock.
TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY, Unit #3, 3916 
Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005, meets at 
stamp shows in various cities.
TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB, LCH #10, 4113 Paint Rock 
Dr., Austin, TX 78731-1320; meets biannually in 
College Station and Fort Worth.
TEXOMA STAMP CLUB. CH #64, P.O. Box 586, 
Seymour, TX 76380-0586; meets 2nd Thurs. and 
4th Tues., 7:00 PM, Horizon Bay, 5100 Kell Blvd., 
Wichita Falls.
VICTORIA STAMP CLUB, CH #65, 105 Calle Ricardo., 
Victoria, TX 77904-1203; meets 1st Mon. 7:00 PM, 
First Victoria National Bank, Town and Country 
Room, 101 S. Main St., Victoria.
WICHITA FALLS COIN & STAMP CLUB, LCH #5, 
P.O. Box 586, Seymour, TX 76380-0586; meets 
4th Thurs., 7:30 PM, Horizon Bay, 5100 Kell Blvd., 
Wichita Falls.

AUSTIN-TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #16, 3916 Wyld-
wood Rd., Austin, TX, 78739-3005; meets 1st Tues. 
7:30 PM, Lakewood Homeowners Association 
Clubhouse, 7317 Lakewood Dr., Austin; 3rd Tues. 
7:30 PM, South Austin Senior Activities Center, 
3911 Manchaca Rd., Austin.
COLLECTORS CLUB OF DALLAS, L Unit #4, 2206 
Sutton Pl., Richardson, TX 75080-2543; member-
ship by invitation only.
DALLAS-PARK CITIES PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #40, 
314 Allegheny Trl., Garland, TX 75043-5659; meets 
2nd and 4th Weds., 7:30 PM, Edgemere Retirement 
Center, 8523 Thackery St., Dallas.
EL PASO PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH #7, P.O. Box 
222237, El Paso, TX 79913-5237, meets 2nd Tues., 
7:00 PM, Church of Saint Clement, 810 N. Campbell 
St., El Paso.
FRED C. SAWYER CHAPTER #56 AMERICAN FIRST 
DAY COVER SOCIETY, Unit #6, 201 Willow Creek Cir., 
Allen, TX. Meets monthly (except July and August) 
at The University of Texas-Dallas, Richardson, TX. 
Call 972-727-1381 for meetings dates and times.
HEART OF TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #59, 104 Palo-
mino Crossing, Waco, Texas 76712-8885; meets 
1st Thurs., 6:30 PM, Hughes-Dillard Alumni Center, 
Baylor University Campus, S. University Parks Dr., 
Waco.
HOUSTON PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #22, PMB 
237, 8524 Hwy. 6 N., Houston, TX 77095-2103; 
meets 1st & 3rd Mon., 7:30 PM, West University 
United Methodist Church, 3611 University Blvd., 
Houston.
LAWTON-FORT SILL STAMP CLUB, CH #68, 3 
Cedar Spring Ct., Wichita Falls, TX 76310-2246. 
Meets1st and 3rd Tues. (1st Tues. only in June, 
July and August), 7:30 PM, 1301 N.W. Cherry Ave, 
Lawton, OK
LYNDON B. JOHNSON SPACE CENTER STAMP CLUB, 
LCH #9, P.O. Box 58247, Houston, TX 77258-8247; 
meets 2nd & 4th Mon., 7:00 PM, Gilruth Recreation 
Center, Johnson Space Center, Gate #5 off Space 
Center Blvd., Clear Lake City.
LONE STAR CHAPTER, Éire Philatelic Association 
International, Unit #32, 14302 Oak Shadow, San 
Antonio, TX 78232-4441; meets 2nd Sat. 2:00 PM, 
members’ homes.
MID-CITIES STAMP CLUB. CH #53, P.O. Box 2158, 
Arlington, TX 760042158; meets lst Wed., 7:30 PM, 
Bob Duncan Community Center, 2800 S. Center 

Note: Check with chapters for meeting changes and cancellations during holiday periods. 
Recent changes in information are noted in red.

chapter meetings



Here’s a few more samples of British Commonwealth items in my 
stock. If you don’t see what you want in this listing, there’s plen-

ty more, so send me your want list or visit at a stamp show. I’m always 
thrilled to help you make those “holes” in your collection disappear!
Country Scott Description Price
India #O63  LH, VF, cat. value $35.00  .............................................  $ 18.00 
India-Alwar #3   HR, F-VF, cat. value $12.50  ..............................................  7.00 
“ #4  HR, F-VF, cat. value $11.00  ..............................................  6.00 
India-Barwani #13  LH, F-VF, cat. value $110.00  ...........................................  60.00 
India-Bhopal #O26a  LH, inverted surcharge, F-VF, cat. value $100.00  ...........  50.00 
India-Charkhari #4  LH, XF, cat. value $5.50  ....................................................  4.00 
India-Chamba #13  LH, XF, cat. value $175.00  ............................................  110.00 
“ #14  LH, XF, cat. value $190.00  ............................................. 120.00 
India-Patiala #57  VF, cat. value $300.00 ....................................................  175.00 
India-Travancore #32-35  2LH & 2HR, VF, cat. value $17.75  ................................... 10.00 
“ #38  LH, F-VF, cat. value $10.00  ...............................................  6.00 
“ #39  LH, VF, cat. value $9.50  ....................................................  5.00 
“ #47  NH, VF, cat. value $7.00 (for hinged) .................................  5.00 
Ireland #111a  NH, booklet pane, VF, cat. value $40.00 ........................... 25.00 
“ #117  F-VF, cat. value $45.00  ...................................................  21.00 
“ #117  LH, F-VF, cat. value $175.00 ............................................  85.00 
“ #118-19  LH, VF, cat. value $65.00  ................................................. 32.00 
“ #121-23  VF, cat. value $15.50 ..........................................................  7.00 
“ #121-23  HR, VF, cat. value $33.00  ...............................................  16.00 
“ #142-44  LH, VF, cat. value $30.00  ................................................  14.00 
“ #161-62  VF, cat. value $30.75 ........................................................  15.00 
“ #J5  LH, VF, cat. value $27.50  ................................................  13.00 
Jamaica #138-39  no gum, VF, cat. value $30.35  .........................................  10.00 
“ #217-32  NH, VF, cat. value $16.50  ...............................................  11.00 
Kuwait #83  VF, cat. value $35.00  .......................................................  18.00 
“ #113-14  LH, VF, cat. value $17.75  ..................................................  9.00 
Malaya-Perak #58  VF, cat. value $175.00 ......................................................  80.00 
Malta #246-59  no gum, VF, cat. value $53.00  .........................................  19.00 
Mauritius #11  F, cat. value $240.00  .......................................................  80.00 
Montserrat #102  LH, VF, cat. value $22.50  ................................................  12.00 
Newfoundland #115-26  LH, VF, cat. value $243.00  ............................................  130.00 
“ #212-25  LH, VF, cat. value $139.00  ..............................................  78.00 
New South Wales #82  MH, F, cat. value $42.50 ..................................................  22.00 
New Zealand #288-301  NH, VF, cat. value $125.00  .............................................  70.00
 Abbreviations: VG = pretty much off center with margins on two sides; F = imperfs have smaller than normal margins and perfo-
rate are off center with design possibly touching in places; F-VF = close on one side with other margins pretty equal; VF = normal 
size margins for the issue and well-centered with design a bit closer to one side; XF = exceptionally well centered for the issue; S 
= perfectly centered; Condition designations for covers relate to overall appearance, not any stamps that might appear thereon. 
OG = original gum; HR = hinge remnant; CTO = canceled-to-order; CDS = circular date stamp; = unused;  = used.

Most items are one of a kind. Please provide alternates!
Minimum order $25. Take a 10% discount on filled orders of $50 or more. I accept checks or money orders only!

Warren H. Crain
P.O. Box 5954

San Antonio, Texas 78201-0954
Phone (210) 344-0303

BRITISH COMMONEWALTH



Heritage Auction Galleries is The 
World’s Third Largest Auction House, 
has the top specialistss in the nation 
across 28 collecting categories and 
has opened right here in Texas, but 
carries international influence. Our 
website, HA.com, receives significantly 
more traffic than Christies.com and 
Sothebys.com, combined! (Source: 
Compete.com).

We’ve been based in Dallas for 
more than 35 years and can provide 
testimonials of how our clients have loved their experience with us.  
We now have offices in New York, Beverly Hills, Paris and Geneva, and 
our Internet bidding platform can put your treasures in front of our 
worldwide bidder-member audience of more than 500,000. This means 
the best buyers and highest possible prices for your material. 

Whether you’re looking to sell your collection outright, auction a few 
important pieces, or just want more information, call today to discuss 
how Heritage can best serve your needs. 

Did you know that Heritage, 
the World’s third Largest auction 

House, is headquartered 
right here in texas?

Heritage Auctions are subject to a 19.5% buyer’s premium. Coin and Stamp auctions are subject to a 15% buyer’s premium.

Annual Sales Exceed $600 Million • 500,000+ Registered Online Bidder-Members

Receive a free catalog in any category, online at HA.com/TTP18723 or call 866-835-3243 and reference TTP18723.

WE ARE ALWAYS ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS  
IN THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES:

Fine & Decorative Arts, Antiques, Rare Coins & Currency, Illustration Art, Comics & Comic Art, 
Civil War & Americana, American Indian Art, Rare Books & Manuscripts, Entertainment Memorabilia, 

Jewelry & Timepieces, Natural History, Sports Collectibles, Vintage Movie Posters, and Fine & Rare Wine

BBB Rating A+ 
In business for  
over 40 years

DALL A S  |   NEW YORK  |   BE VERLY HILL S  |   PARIS  |   GENE VA

3500 Maple Avenue, Dallas, Texas 75219 • 214-528-3500 • 800-872-6467 • HA.com


