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president’s message

By Arthur P. von Reyn
For the eight years, your Board of Directors and Foundation Trustees have been meeting 

at the Greater Houston Stamp Show. While members have always been welcome to attend 
these sessions, few have ever done so, perhaps due to a lack of interest in “official” TPA 
business or a preference to shop as many show dealers as possible. So this year, we’re pull-
ing out all the stops by holding an informal general meeting of all members.

The purpose of this assembly is to report to you on the progress we’re making on a 
number of initiatives now underway, solicit your input on, and participation in, some new 
projects, and just get to know you better. There will also be a short presentation offering tips 
on preparing articles and illustrations for publication in The Texas Philatelist.

We did reach an agreement with the Oklahoma Philatelic Society (OPS) to make partici-
pation in their Sales Division available to all TPA members—please see the article on the 
next page. To launch this program, we’ll be giving away one free blank sales book to each 
member at the gathering who agrees to submit material for circulation.

In addition, we’ll be handing out personalized copies of the 2006-07 TPA Membership 
Directory to all members in attendance who are listed therein. Unclaimed copies will be 
mailed after the show.

The meeting will begin at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 16 and run into the 
lunch hour, so food and drinks will be served. To avoid coming up short on that end, we 
would appreciate notice that you’re coming. Please phone our secretary Carol Arndt at 
(432) 366-6467 or respond by e-mail to rsvp@texasphilatelic.org.

If this meeting is well attended, we will make arrangements to hold similar sessions at 
other philatelic events around the state.

CONTRIBUTING TO THE TEXAS PHILATELIST
Rarely does an issue of this publication slide by without a one or more pleas for contri-

butions of articles from members. I know everyone is pressed for time; I could be in front 
of the television right now watching CSI: Miami, CSI: New York or some other crime show. 
However, I choose to clear time out of my schedule to contribute to The Texas Philatelist 
in the hope my efforts will inspire more of you to do so.

Aside from a lack of time, “I’m a bad writer,” is the other defense I most often hear from 
those who are asked to pen something for this journal. My response is, just write something. 
Editor Doug Moss and I can turn your piece into a masterwork that would make Shakespeare 
proud—well maybe not that awesome. Anyway, the point is, most of our members have 
some great material that should be gracing the pages of this publication; being a poor writer 
is no excuse for failing to share your collection with fellow members.

Thanks to the contribution of “below cost” journal printing by Norman Cohen of Ad-
venture Graphics in Dallas, we now have a great vehicle for showcasing the material and 
philatelic efforts of our members. Why not silence our pleas for contributions by starting 
on a piece for our November/December edition?
I’m looking forward to seeing you all at our special meeting in Houston!

In Philatelic Friendship.

Arthur P. von Reyn 

TPAers invited to special meeting in Houston 
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By Arthur P. von Reyn

After a 15-year hiatus, members of the 
Texas Philatelic Association again 

have the opportunity to obtain and dispose 
of philatelic material through regional 
sales book circuits.

Under a special arrangement with the 
Oklahoma Philatelic Society (OPS), TPA 
members can now fully participate in their 
Sales Division by virtue of membership 
in our organization. In order to enjoy the 
privilege, our members must keep their 
membership with us in good standing. 
Membership in the OPS is not required 
to participate. This is a test program that 
will run through the end of 2007.

Briefly, the material in the circuits 
appeals mainly to the general collector, 
postage rebates are offered to buyers who 
purchase substantial amounts of mate-
rial and a profit-sharing program allows 
buyers to get credits for future purchases 
and sellers to receive a reduction in the 
maximum 20% commission rate.

To get the program off to a great 
start, Gil Weisser, the OPS Sales Division 
manager, is offering a no-obligation “test 
drive” to TPA members and chapters who 
request circuits on or before November 1, 
2006: A direct circuit—meaning a “round 
trip” mailing—will be sent to individual TPA 
members for 10 days or to TPA chapters for 
30 days so they can get the “feel” for the ser-
vice. If they are happy and wish to continue, 
they will be put on a regular circuit. If not, 
no further circuits will be sent.

Those wishing to request circuits can 
mail in the form that appears elsewhere in 
this edition of The Texas Philatelist or sign 
up immediately on the TPA website www.
texasphilatelic.org.

In addition, free blank sales books will 
be available to sellers at the TPA table at 
upcoming stamp shows in Texas, the first 
being the Greater Houston Stamp Show.

OPS Sales Division opens to TPA members

(Continued on Page 43)

Here are some specifics on the operation 
of the sales circuits:

 The Circuits - All circuits contain 
22 books, usually several U.S., but mostly 
foreign. The current inventory level does 
not allow “specialized” requests, such as by 
country, topic, mint or used only, etc. Usually 
there are two to five persons on circuits to 
individual collectors and two or three groups 
on circuits to clubs. Direct circuits—i.e. 
direct circuits—are not currently available 
to individuals.

 Postage Cost - The average postage 
cost per circuit sent, including USPS signa-
ture confirmation service , is $9 from Musk-
ogee, Oklahoma. This does not take into 
consideration those individuals or clubs that 
are geographically near one another, where 
circuits can be hand-carried and exchanged 
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On behalf of my family, I want to think 
you for the article about Fred [Sawyer] in 
the May/June issue of The Texas Philatelist. 
I know he would appreciate being honored 
in this way by his fellow philatelists. His 
stamp hobby was a true joy in his life and 
the friendships we made will continue. I 
recently attended the annual summer picnic 
of the American First Day Cover Society 
chapter he helped to found, and have heard 
from many stamp dealers and collectors with 

your letters
Tribute upon the passing of Fred C. Sawyer

whom he associated.
Again, thank you for this fine tribute.
Jeanne S. Sawyer

Vet wants to correspond
I am an 86 year-old TPA member and 

a disabled World War II veteran. I was in 
Papua New Guinea from 1942-44, serving 
in the infantry. I only collect Papua New 
Guinea stamps at this time as I have sold 
my other collection.

I would like to correspond with any other 
World War II veterans who collect stamps 
and were in the South Pacific.

Robert L. Owens
108 Zephyr St. 
Plainview, TX 79072
(Letters may be sent to: TP Editor, 305 

Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-
4830, e-mail: tpeditor@sbcglobal.net)

PO Box 8789
The Woodlands, TX  77387-8789

(281) 362-0430

Pugh Cachets
Individually Handpainted FDC’s
for every new issue of the USPS
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editor’s notes

By Douglas Moss
Every year since 1981, the month of October has been designated National Stamp Col-

lecting Month by the United States Postal Service. Here are some ways that you can celebrate 
our great hobby in October.

 Tell someone about your hobby. Explain to the layman why you collect stamps. 
Describe a recent U.S. issue that a friend, relative or co-worker may find interesting. For 
example, if they like to read comic books, mention the recent DC Comics issue. You may 
not convert them into a philatelist right away, but maybe they will start using commemora-
tives on outgoing mail.

 Sit down and write an article for The Texas Philatelist. Share your special knowledge 
or experience from your collecting field. We have two great examples in this issue that show 
how easy it is to become philatelic writer. New TPA member Ed Bohannon shares with us the 
pain of losing his collection to events beyond his control. Long-time member Paul Witthoeft 
provides us with some helpful hints on giving a program at a local stamp club meeting.

 Visit a stamp club meeting in your area. Each issue this journal lists the meeting places 
and times of 28 TPA chapters in Texas and Oklahoma. While you are at a meeting, make 
sure you tell them about the TPA and that you are a member.

 Encourage youth philately. If you are in the San Antionio area in October, the San 
Antonio Philatelic Association is putting on two youth philatelic fairs. Please see the “Cal-
endar of Events” herein for more details.

 Encourage a youngster to enter the Youth Holiday Stamp Design Contest. This is the 
19th year of this great contest. You can contact Jane King Fohn for more information or 
surf to the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org.

 If you are lucky enough to have an old-fashioned stamp store in your area, plan a trip 
to see what is new. 

 Attend a local bourse or show. The “Calendar of Events” in this publication and on 
our website lists upcoming ones in your area.

I hope you find these suggestions helpful; do not limit them to just the month of October, 
use them every month of the year. Enjoy our great hobby! 

Celebrate National Stamp Collecting Month 



�   The Texas PhilaTelisT   September-October 2006

U.S. & Foreign Stamps & Covers
• Hawaii Specialized • U.S. & U.S. Possessions
• Pioneer Flights Worldwide • Tonga Tin Can Mail
• Rocket Mail • Patriotics
• Specialized “SCADTA” Stamps & Covers • U.S. First Days
• Zeppelin Covers of the World • Worldwide Souvenir Sheets

MUCH MORE,  PLEASE ASK
Warren H. Crain

P.O. Box 5954 • San Antonio, TX  78201 • (210) 344-0303

Jane Katherine Beville, known to many 
collectors who frequented her stamp shop in 
Waco or shared her passion for first day and 
space covers, died June 6, 2006.

Jane was born April 30, 1918 in Waco, 
Texas, the daughter of Dr. Alexander Jacob 
Beville and Frances Luedde Beville. She 
was graduated from Waco High School and 
received a degree in Bachelor of Business 
Administration from the University of Texas 
in 1940.

After graduation from college, she was 
employed by several companies in Waco 
before moving to New Orleans to work as 
a ratings examiner for the 10th U.S. Civil 
Service Commission Customs House and 
then as a budget clerk at the Office of Price 
Administration (OPA), a WWII agency that 
regulated prices and rationed goods.

After the OPA was disbanded in 1947, 
Jane worked at Joy’s Corporation until 1954. 
She then returned to Waco and was self em-
ployed from 1954-1966, and then worked 
in accounting and management positions 
for several local companies She opened up 
Bevco Stamps, Inc. in the 1970s; the shop 
was still open two afternoons a week at the 
time of her passing.

She participated in community projects 

Jane Katherine Beville, Waco stamp shop owner
1918-2006

over  the 
years and 
served as 
an officer 
o f  H i s -
toric Waco 
F o u n d a -
tion. She 
e n j o y e d 
gardening 
and culti-
vating Af-
rican Vio-
lets.

J a n e 
was a life-
long stamp collector. During the Texas 
Philatelic Association’s convention held 
May 7-8, 1932, she won first place for the 
neatest and most original display of stamps. 
She was 14 years of age at that time. Her 
philatelic affiliations included the American 
Philatelic Society, the American First Day 
Cover Society, the Space Study Unit of the 
American Topical Association and the Heart 
of Texas Stamp Club.

Her only brother, Alexander Henry Bev-
ille, died in the service at Anzio during World 
War II. She left no survivors. 

JANE KATHERINE BEVILLE
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Help needed for Texas Philatelic Checklist update
The assistance of Texas Philatelic Association mem-

bers is needed to update the  “Texas Philatelic Checklist,” 
which was published in serialized form in The Texas Phi-
latelist in late 1996 and early 1997. The author, Mr. James 
C. Taylor of Havre de Grace, Mayland, has generously 
granted the Texas Philatelic Association full ownership 
rights to the checklist, which catalogues both U.S. and 
foreign stamps having themes relevant to Texas, such as 
historical events, personages and wildlife.

Listings have now been added for some of the more 
obvious U.S. releases to mid-2006. Other than that, 
there have been no updates since publication in the 
Philatelist; the portion of the list dealing with foreign 
issues has seen no work since 1992 or 1993.

The checklist is now available from the “resources” 
page of the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org.

The easiest way to update the work is through a 
team effort. Therefore, each TPA member is asked to 
scan through the last dozen or so years of issues from countries they collect and then report 
any items that appear to be Texas related to: Doug Moss, TP Editor, 305 St. Lukes Dr., 
Richardson, TX  75080-4830 or e-mail tpeditor@sbc.global.net. All contributions will be 
acknowledged in the published version.  

STAMP COLLECTIONS WANTED
I am always interested in buying collections and estates 
of United States and Foreign Stamps and Covers. For 
larger collections, I will visit you. I can offer many years 
of experience as a professional stamp dealer in Texas (call

for  a  f ree copy of  my book 
Fifty Years of Texas Philately). 
You will find that I treat both you 
and your stamps with the respect and 
courtesy you deserve.

FROM JUNE-OCTOBER
Contact me on Cape Cod:

P.O. Box 2836
Orleans, MA 02653

Phone (508) 240-2683

Charles Deaton
P.O. Box 340550
Austin, TX 78734

Phone (713) 927-9948

Celebrating the 1995
Texas Statehood
Sesquicentennial

TEXAS
PHILATELIC
CHECKLIST

by James.C. Taylor
Havre de Grace, Maryland

Published By
The Texas Philatelic Association, Inc.
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By Charles Deaton

Most Texas philatelists cannot resist 
adding a few lovely cacheted covers to 

their collections. A “cachet” is the illustrated 
art or message, usually on the left side but 
occasionally all over an envelope which 
has a stamp and postmark in honor of some 
occasion. One can be produced by most any 
printing method, but this article is concerned 
specifically with those drawn or colored by 
hand—“hand-painted,” is how they are usu-
ally described in today’s cover world.

Over the years, I have seen many dif-
ferent types of cacheted cover collections, 
and the most widely sought after seem to be 
first day covers (FDCs) for the various Texas 
related stamps, especially the 1936, 1945, 
and 1986 Texas Centennial and Sesquicen-
tennial stamps. In addition to these FDCs, 
many lovely and colorful cachet collections 
have been formed solely around the two 
most significant historical celebrations, the 
1936 Texas Centennial and the 1986 Texas 
Sesquicentennial.

Other topics for cover collectors and 

cachet producers include local historical 
events, Texas stamp show and philatelic 
happenings, city and county celebrations, 
reunions, fairs, fests, harvest events, anniver-
saries, sporting events, etc. These cacheted 
covers are popular with collectors (and 
non-collectors) for several reasons, such as 
their colorful nature, the usually low original 
cost, and the “fun” of celebrating the state 
and local events so honored.

From early to recent times, Texas has 
been fortunate in having many talented art-
ists producing these “hand painted” first day 
and event covers. In modern times, we’ve 
had such nationally recognized cover artists 
as Lois Hamilton of Ham cachets, and Julian 
Pugh, whose friendly skunk logo is known 
to cover lovers all over the country.

In the early days of philatelic cover 
making and collecting, which would be the 
1930s and 1940s, among the best known 
Texas cachet artists were Gladys Adler of 
Bellaire, Florene Edmiston of San Antonio, 
and Lannie H. Smith of Houston.

Perhaps the most popular of these early 

Texas cachet artists of the ’30s and ’40s 

FIGURE 1 - Adler first day cover for the Centennial of Baseball stamp (Scott #885).
(Image courtesy of Monte Eiserman)
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artists is Gladys Adler, whose de-
lightful pen and ink drawings, 
made more beautiful by her wa-
tercolors, range from about 1936 
through the mid-1940s. Dr. Law-
rence Sherman, author of United 
States Patriotic Envelopes of World 
War II, noted that “to create her en-
velope art, [she] used acrylic over 
lead pencil, as well as a Crowquill 
pen (dip-pen) and watercolor pens, 
to achieve a  dramatic effect influ-
enced by the comic-book style of 
the 1930s and 1940s.”

Adler’s art work does not bear 
her signature, but can be identified 
by a tiny, three-line rubber stamp 
on the reverse of each envelope 
that reads: “Gladys Adler/Cover 
Artist/Bellaire, Tex.”

Very little is known about her 
life. A letter found with one of her 
covers in 1939 notes that “I am not 
a real cover dealer as you can see. 
Just a hobby and it helps pass my 
time and letters from everywhere 
are a big joy to me. Won’t you tell 
me about your cancellation likes 
and dislikes…” The letter was 
signed “[Miss] Gladys Adler.”

Adler charged only 15 cents 
for her covers, and three cents of 
that was for postage, so she was 
obviously not overly concerned 
with making money from her efforts. One 
collector speculates she was in a wheelchair 
or homebound, and the letter would possibly 
support that opinion. But we really don’t 
know if she was an invalid, or if she ever got 
married, or when or where she died. Bellaire 
is now a small community totally encircled 
by Houston, but it was a distant bedroom 
community a trolley ride away from Houston 
in the 1940s.

Adler is best known for her first day cov-
ers and her World War II patriotics, but she 
also painted 1936 Texas Centennial cachets, 

FIGURE 2 - Adler “Public Enemies” patriotic covers. In a 
recent auction, the three covers sold as a unit for $920.

(Image courtesy of Monte Eiserman)

event covers, FDCs, U.S. Navy ship cancel-
lations, and novelty covers featuring a “tie-
up” between the design and the postmark, 
such as a Father’s Day cachet postmarked 
from Dad, WY. She was quite prolific, too, 
with Sherman’s book listing 198 different 
Adler patriotic designs. Among her classic 
designs are the Baseball Centennial first day 
cover (Figure 1), and her three wonderful 
“Public Enemy” caricatures from World 
War II, showing Hitler, Tojo, and Mussolini 
(Figure 2). Dr. Sherman liked these three so 
much he showed them in full color on the 



10   The Texas PhilaTelisT   September-October 2006

cover of his book. These three are my own 
favorites of Adler’s work, too, especially the 
jutjawed but puffy Mussolini.

Dr. Sherman valued the Adler covers in 
his catalog as mostly “D” (see note below 
concerning valuations used in this article); 
the three “Public Enemy” covers were val-
ued as “E.” But, as he told me in an e-mail 
while I was writing this article, “the market 
will tell.”

Now, since his collection was sold 
through an auction by the Harmer-Schau 
firm in California in June, we have a good 
idea of what the “market” says. In that sale, 
these three covers sold as one lot for $920, 
just over $300 each. A separate lot of 27 
different Adler patriotics sold for $805, ap-

proximately $30 each, which in such quan-
tity would have to be considered a wholesale 
type price. Her event, novelty, and Texas 
Centennial covers are all valued highly by 
the market, too. Hand-painted covers of all 
types are very popular right now, and one 
can usually find a few Adler covers with a 
little searching. The prices are generally in 
the $40-$60 and up range for more common 
items, with higher prices to be expected for 
the unusual pieces. The latest Adler cover I 
can recall is a 1947 FDC of the U.S. Frigate 
Constitution issue. The same June Harmer-
Schau auction offered three different Adler 
designs of this 1947 stamp as individual lots, 
and they brought $207, $219, and $265.

Florene Edmiston was a contemporary 
of Gladys Adler. She was from San Antonio 
and painted many of the same types of covers 
Adler did. She was a senior at Brackenridge 
High School in the Alamo City in 1935, and 
apparently became interested in producing 
covers during the Texas Centennial Celebra-
tion of 1936.

There are several different Edmiston 
cachets known for events in that year (Fig-
ures 3 and 4) The first is a lovely Six Flags 
of Texas design postmarked on San Jacinto 

FIGURE 3 - Florene Edmiston Six Flags of Texas centennial cover.
(Image courtesy of Jim Dougherty)

VALUATIONS IN THIS ARTICLE
Quoted auction realizations include 

a 15% buyer’s premium, totals are 
rounded to the nearest dollar.

Dr. Lawrence Sherman’s cover 
valuation scheme is as follows:
“A” - Less than $7 “D” - $31-$60
“B” - $7-$15 “E” - $61-$125
“C” - $16-$30 “F” - over $125
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Day, April 21, 1936. The next is an interest-
ing listing of famous Texas cattle brands 
postmarked in West, Texas on October 3, 
1936, at the Centennial Year Cattle Reunion 
held in West.

She also produced first day cover ca-
chets, and is credited with several in 1938 
in Mike Mellone’s First Day Cover Catalog. 
Edmiston painted one cachet for the 1938 
Constitution Ratification stamp issued on 
June 21, three different cachets for the June 
27 Swedes and Finns Tercentenary stamp, 
and five different cachets for the Iowa 
Territory Centennial stamp issued August 
24. These are all valued by Mellone in the 
$200-$300 range.

There are enough similarities in Edmis-
ton’s and Adler’s work to suggest that they 
communicated and exchanged ideas on their 
work. Like Adler, Edmiston did not sign her 
art work. Her covers can be identified by a 
tiny, three-line rubber stamp on the back flap, 
very similar to Adler’s.

And they sometimes did a cachet for the 
same “novelty” cover. Both did a “Red Barn” 
cachet, featuring a handsome, hand-painted 
red barn and a postmark from Red Barn, 
Texas, a Pecos County post office. These 

covers are so similar that you have to look 
on the back to see which is by Edmiston and 
which is by Adler. Perhaps the most unusual 
Edmiston cover I have seen is a “self-por-
trait.” It is addressed to one of the stamp 
magazines of the day, probably  requesting 
a mention of her service, and the cachet is a 
lovely drawing of a sharply-dressed young 
female artist hard at work in her studio

Her covers can usually be found with 
a bit of searching, and the Texas Centen-
nial and various event and “novelty” covers 
are likely to be in the $40-$60 range, with 
really unusual ones perhaps a bit higher. I 
don’t recall seeing any Edmiston FDCs on 
the market, so I can’t say how realistic are 
the $200-$300 valuations mentioned in the 
Mellone catalog.

The rubber stamp identification on 
her early covers showed San Antonio as 
her city, but a later one showed Fort Sam 
Houston, the large military base there. Her 
covers were sometimes addressed to Arthur 
Edmiston, probably her father, at 636 Rigsby 
Avenue, so we can be reasonably sure that 
was her home address. Edmiston apparently 
withdrew from the cover art world before 
World War II, as Dr. Sherman’s Catalogue 

FIGURE 4: Edmiston Cattle Reunion 1936 cover with a West, Texas postmark.
(Image courtesy of Jim Dougherty)
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has no listings for patriotic cachets by her. 
Perhaps the young Miss Edmiston met and 
married a soldier at Fort Sam Houston, and 
left the cachet world for other interests. So 
far, a search on the Internet indicates there 
might be some Edmiston family connections 
in Medina County, Texas; if I find anything 
else, I’ll have more to report on her.

The third early Texas cachet artist to be 
discussed here is Lannie H. Smith, of Hous-

ton and San Augustine. You will find much 
more about him in a recent article I wrote for 
the Texas Postal History Society Journal.

Lannie is best known for a number of 
hand-painted World War II patriotics, and 
Dr. Sherman’s catalog shows 72 different 
designs attributed to him, mostly in the 1944-
45 period. His cachets were pen-and-ink 
drawings, printed in black in small numbers, 
and then hand-colored with watercolors.

FIGURE 5 - Lannie Smith produced numerous World War II patriotics, of which 72 types have 
been recorded. His pen and ink drawings were taken to a printer for reproduction on envelopes, 
which were in turn hand-colored with water colors. (Images courtesy Charles Deaton)
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Lannie grew up in a large family in San 
Augustine. He was a self-taught artist, and 
later had a watchmaking and watch repair 
business in Houston.

A family member I contacted told me that 
Lannie lost a leg in an accident as a young 
man and soon afterward returned to his fam-
ily home in San Augustine. His patriotics 
often had his name on the back, sometimes 
with a Port Neches return address. And 
they are frequently postmarked from Sunset 
Heights, Texas, a now-discontinued post of-
fice in Harris County.

We are showing herewith two examples 
of his patriotic covers (Figure 5). They are 
generally valued as either a “B” or “C” in 
Dr. Sherman’s catalog. But Dr. Sherman 
told me later he may have been conservative 
in these evaluations. He now thinks most 
should be in the “C” range, with a few even 
in the “D” range.

In that recent auction of Sherman’s col-
lection, a group of 53 different Lannie H. 
Smith patriotics sold as one lot for $834, 
which works out to almost $16 per cover. 
Again, this would have to be considered a 
wholesale price, so a typical retail price is 
likely to be around $25-$30, with unusual or 
especially nice works perhaps a bit higher.

Lannie liked to incorporate maps in his 
designs and the colors he used were very 
vivid. He did sign his work, working a small, 
neat “Lannie H. Smith” into the pen-and-ink 
drawing (Figure 6). You may need a magni-
fying glass to find the signature the first time, 
and it is usually in the lower right-hand part 
of his design, but once you see it, you will 
easily recognize it in the future without a 

glass.
H e  a l s o 

produced first 
d a y  c o v e r 
cache t s  fo r 
a while after 
the war end-
ed, which are 
quite scarce. 
So far, with the 
help of veteran 
Texas  FDC 
expert Monte 
Eiserman of 
H o u s t o n ,  I 
have identi-
fied only two 
p o s t - W W I I 
cachets, one 
for the August 
3, 1946 Iowa 
S t a t e h o o d 
stamp and the 
other for the 
October 16, 
1946 Kearny Expedition commemorative 
(Figure 7, next page).

In both cases, Lannie had a “logo” or 
“artist’s mark” printed on the back of these 
covers, using an address of 1801 North 
Shepherd Drive in Houston and his etched 
signature (Figure 8, next page).

I have never seen one of Lannie’s first 
day covers offered for sale, so I can’t speak 
about that market. I do think they are much 
scarcer than his WWII covers, and would 
expect prices to be much higher given the 
wider nature of the first day cover market.

FIGURE 6 - Lannie Smith 
worked his signature into 
his designs. In the top cover 
in Figure 5, the signature 
appears below the stem of 
the pipe; in the bottom cover 
it’s just below the right lower 
corner of the swastika.

HELP FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Perhaps our readers can help enlighten us about the lives of Gladys Alder and 

Florene Edmiston, two of the talanted artists discussed in the accompanying article.
Miss Alder lived in Bellaire, so there may be information in the Bellaire or Houston 

public libraries. Likwise, a reader living in Medina County might find some information on 
Florene Edmiston. If so, please let the author know what is discovered at <cwdeaton@
aol.com> or phone (508) 240-2683 or (713) 927-9948.
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Figure 7: Lannie Smith New Mexico Territory and Iowa centennial first day covers franked with 
Scott #942 and #933 respectively. (Images courtesy of Monte Eiserman)

If you have never thought of these cacheted and hand-
painted covers as a collecting area, you might want to give 
it a try. For one thing, it will definitely add a lot of color and 
good design work to your collection. All the covers by the 
artists mentioned here were produced in small quantities, 
which means your collection will be quite distinctive, and not 
have the ordinary look-alike appearance of mass-produced  
commercial cachets.

(Editor’s Note: The author may be contacted by e-mail 
at <cwdeaton@aol.com> or by phone at (508) 240-2683 or 
(713) 927-9948.) 

FIGURE 8 - The style of artist’s 
mark or logo found on the 
back of the first day covers 
illustrated below.
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Professionals Serving
The Philatelic

Community of Texas
For Information Contact:

GEORGE KUBAL
P.O. BOX 1196

HEWITT TX  76643-1196

(817) 666-7755

Donations sought for Youth Holiday Contest
With the new school year getting under-

way, interest in the annual Youth Holiday 
Stamp Design Contest is picking up steam. 
As always, donations of prizes for the young-
sters are urgently needed.

So far, Warren Crain and the San Antonio 
Philatelic Association have come through 
with material, but there is still a great need 
for more stamps and philatelic supplies.

Collectors planning to attend this year’s 
Greater Houston Stamp Show can drop off 
donations at the Texas Philatelic Association 
table if they are brought before the closing 
time for the show on Saturday. Or, you may 
send items to Jane Fohn at the address noted 
at the conclusion of this article.

The contest is open to junior philatelists, 
18 years old or younger. Refer to the July-
August 2006 issue of The Texas Philatelist 
for information about the contest rules and 
prizes; go to the TPA website at www.texas-

philatelic.org for an entry form, or contact 
Jane Fohn. Entries must be received no later 
than October 1, 2006.

Entries can be mailed to Jane Fohn, 
10325 Little Sugar Creek, Converse, TX 
78109-2409 or sent by e-mail to janekfohn@
sbcglobal.net. 

The August 3 edition of the USPS’ Postal 
Bulletin lists 15 Texas towns that offered 
pictorial postmarks relating to the DC Comic 
Superhero stamps issued July 20. Miami of-
fered Wonder Woman, Hartley had Batman, 
while  Tulia and Wellington went for Flash. 
Superman was most popular, available in 
Abilene, Amarillo, Childress, Crowley, 
Granbury, Itasca, Lubbock, Rising Star, 
Segraves, Sudan and Texline. The biweekly 
Postal Bulletin can be accessed from the “re-
sources” page of www.texasphilatelic.org.

Superhero cancels offered
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By Stanley Christmas

For the first time, profits from the sale of 
cachets at the Mid-Cities Stamp Expo 

will benefit charity. The cachet for the show, 
to be held November 11-12, 2006 at the 
Grapevine Convention Center in Grapevine, 
Texas, salutes AMBER Alert plans.

As was noted in the “Texas Connection” 
feature that appeared in the March/April 
edition of The Texas Philatelist, the first 
AMBER Alert plan originated in the Dal-
las-Fort Worth area in response to the tragic 
abduction and murder of Amber Hagerman 
in Arlington, Texas ten years ago.

Under the AMBER Alert plans, law en-
forcement agencies notify radio stations to 
broadcast an alert when a child is abducted. 
Since the first plan was inaugurated in Dal-
las-Fort Worth in July of 1997, the concept 
has spread to all 50 states; 283 children have 
been found or rescued who might otherwise 
might have remained missing.

When the U.S. Postal Service announced 
it was holding a first day of issue ceremony 
for the AMBER Alert Stamp in Arlington, 
Texas on May 25, 2006, members of the 
Mid-Cities Stamp Club knew instantly this 
would be the theme for the 2006 Mid-Cities 
Stamp Expo. The club would use its 19th 
annual show to raise awareness on how an 
informed public can protect children—who, 

I might add, could become future stamp 
collectors.

The AMBER Alert plan cachet and 
cancel was designed by Alan F. Stacy, a 
professional artist. He has done the art work 
for several published children’s books and 
is a long-time member of the Mid-Cities 
Stamp Club.

His concept was to visually incorporate 
the mechanisms of the AMBER Alert plans 
and its goals in a tasteful, yet dramatic 
manner. Mr Stacy used the exact colors in 
the stamp to accent the cachet and the radio 
antenna to signify the alert being sounded.

All profits from cachet sales will be 
donated to a yet-to-be-selected charity that 
works for the safety of children.

The Mid-Cities Stamp Club tradition-
ally kicks off its show with an unveiling 
ceremony that the Grapevine post office 
co-hosts. This year the ceremony will be 
held just before the show opens, on Saturday 
at 9:30 a.m. at the Grapevine Convention 
Center. Ms Diana Simone, who suggested 
the AMBER Alert concept, will be a special 
guest at the ceremony. Other key people in 
the establishment of the first AMBER Alert 
plan will also be invited.

In addition, an information table on child 
safety awareness will be set up by one of Tar-
rant County’s law enforcement agencies near 

the cachet sales area.
The show will also 

feature stamp exhibits, a 
27-dealer bourse, a youth 
activities center and many 
other attractions.

For further informa-
tion about the 2006 Mid-
Cities Stamp Expo, see 
the ad elsewhere in this 
publication or visit the 
club’s website at www.
mid-citiesstamp club.
com. 

Mid-Cities Stamp Expo cachet to benefit charity

Profits from sales of the 2006 Mid-Cities Stamp Expo cachet, designed 
by artist Alan Stacy, will be donated to a children’s charity.
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 Stamp Exhibits  Youth Activities Center
 27-Dealer Bourse  Chance Board
 United States Postal Service  Stamp Collecting Seminars
 Giant Mixture Pick  Door Prize Drawings
 Silent Auction  AMBER Alert Stamp Unveiling

 Cachet/Cancel Honoring AMBER Alert System
(all profits from cachet sales benefit a children’s charity)

GRAPEVINE CONVENTION CENTER
1209 S. Main St., Grapevine, Texas

19th Annual Exhibition and Bourse of the
Mid-Cities Stamp Club

FREE ADMISSION!     FREE PARKING!

2006 Mid-Cities
Stamp Expo

(Three blocks north of S.H. 114 / S.H. 121 at Vine St.)

Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.   Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

For more information, visit www.mid-citiesstampclub.com 
or contact Stanley Christmas at (817) 656-2925.

Sponsored by the Mid-Cities Stamp Club, P.O. Box 2158, Arlington, TX 76004-2158

NOVEMBER 11-12, 2006

The Baymont Inn, located two blocks south of the GCC, is offering a special rate of $79 + tax for 
up to four persons in a room. Reservations must be made calling the hotel directly on or before 
October 10. Contact Jeri Miles, marketing manager, and ask for the Mid-Cities Stamp Club group 
rate: phone (817) 329-9300 ext. 101; fax (817) 329-0892; e-mail baymont654sales@earthlink.net.
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only enough time to throw things into one 
suitcase, grab our two dogs and take one car. 
My collector car that I loved so much (1991 
Infinity Convertible completely restored) 
was left behind.

It took us almost 20 hours to drive up to 
Monroe, LA, where we rode out the storm. 
We stayed glued to the television and looked 
for information on the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast. It turned out the storm’s eye went 
right over Pass Christian.

Unfortunately for us, it seemed the media 
sent all its reporters to New Orleans, which 
got 98-percent of the television coverage. 
We were not allowed back to “The Pass” 
for 40 days and, upon our return, discovered 
there was nothing left. Everything had been 
bulldozed into huge piles or burned.

The state-of-the-art storage facility was 
overpowered by a 40-foot wave of water. 
All of our household possessions were 
gone, including all of our memorabilia and 
family items. Of course, I couldn’t cry too 
much about my stamp collection because to 
my wife our family possessions were more 
important.

But I lost 40-plus years of Chinese phila-
telic material that was very high up there 
with the best of them. I had prided myself 
on classic and unique items that can never 
be replaced.

Upon hindsight there is nothing we could 
have done to save anything, short of not 

Hurricane Katrina took my entire collection
By Ed Bohannan

I work for Wells Fargo Home Mortgage as 
a reverse mortgage consultant. My home-

town of Charlotte, North Carolina is where 
I started with the company; after about four 
years they asked me if I would transfer to 
their Gulfport, Mississippi office.

Since my wife is from New Orleans and 
several of her brothers already live on the 
Gulf Coast, I jumped at the opportunity. We 
sold our 2,600-square-foot house in Char-
lotte and moved down to Mississippi.

We purchased a canal-side lot on which 
to build our new home and rented a small 
house in the interim. All our household 
possessions from 43-years of marriage were 
stored in a new climate-controlled storage 
facility in Pass Christian. It had all the bells 
and whistles including climate and humidity 
control, gated and monitored access and, best 
of all, it was built up about eight feet off the 
ground. I was assured nothing would be able 
to affect my belongings.

However two weeks after we moved 
down there, Hurricane Katrina came roaring 
towards the coast.

The night before landfall, the emergency 
officials were telling us that the storm would 
directly hit New Orleans and that our area 
would only receive high winds and rain. We 
woke up the next morning to the sound of 
police sirens and warnings from emergency 
personnel to evacuate immediately! We 
escaped with only hours to spare, having 

(Photo courtesy NOAA)
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moving down there in the first place. My 
wife and I consider ourselves lucky that we 
didn’t suffer any physical harm, and our two 
little dogs survived too.

Since I didn’t have permanent residence 
in a house, I hadn’t purchased regular hom-
eowner’s insurance, so the contents in the 
storage facility were only insured for a few 
thousand dollars that came in no way close 
to repaying us. I had APS stamp insurance 
for almost 20 years but canceled it when we 
left Charlotte.

FEMA was supposed to help, but you can 
guess how that has gone. The old question of 
wind damage versus water damage has come 
to grips with the folks along the Gulf Coast. 
Most insurance companies are holding back 
pending court rulings. So we wait.

I should have packed everything in a 
double or triple plastic garbage bags and 
taped each real tight. The really high-value 
stuff should have been secreted in the rental 
house for a fast get-away should the need 
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arise. All I have now are memories of what 
once was one of the best, including several 
APS awards and a published catalog.

However, if anyone wants to feel pity on 
an old “China Hand,” I’m trying, albeit very 
slowly, to rebuild from Scott #1 to around 
#4,000. I only have about 3,935 stamps left 
in order to catch up.

I guess the morale to this story is to al-
ways consider that you are only a caretaker 
for your stamps and collectibles while you 
are on this earth. Once you are gone they will 
either go to another collector or be stashed 
away in some attic by a relative that has no 
idea what they are worth. 

Also, thank you TEXAS for opening 
your state to us. I apologize for the ne’er-
do-wells out of New Orleans, but I guess the 
squeaky wheel gets all the grease. Mississip-
pians are wonderful people and there was far 
more hurricane damage to them than in New 
Orleans, but you’ll never know it by watch-
ing television or reading the papers. 



�0   The Texas PhilaTelisT   September-October 2006

Unless otherwise noted, admission and parking are free at all shows and bourses 
listed. Specific details are not provided for repeating events beyond the first insertion. 
For inclusion on this calendar and the one on our website www.texasphilatelic.org 
select the “Philatelic Event Registration” option under the “At Your Service” heading 
on the home page or prepare the data in the format below and write to: Douglas Moss 
editor, The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

SEP. 15-17  GREATER HOUSTON STAMP SHOW 2006 
2006 Annual exhibition and bourse of the Houston Philatelic Society at the 

Humble Civic Center, 8233 Will Clayton Pkwy. (exit U.S. Hwy. 59 at 
Will Clayton Pkwy. and go east), Humble, Texas. Features exhibits, 
33-dealer bourse, beginners’ booth, Sam Houston Philatelics auction, 
USPS substation, cacheted cover and show cancellation. TPA meetings 
scheduled on Saturday as follows: Foundation Trustees at 8:30 a.m; Board 
of Directors at 9:15 a.m.; Informal Membership Meeting at 11:00 a.m. 
Hours: Friday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

SEP. 23-24 TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR 
2006 Bourse at the Clarion Park Central Hotel, 8102 Lyndon B. Johnson Frwy, 

(I-635 at Coit Rd. exit), Dallas, Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

OCT. 7  JUNIOR PHILATELIST FAIR
2006 Youth stamp collecting event sponsored by the San Antonio Philatelic 

Association for children ages 11 and older at the Oakwell Branch Library, 
4134 Harry Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio. Hours: anytime between 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. (see October 14 entry for children 10 and younger).

OCT. 13-14  TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB FALL ROUNDUP
2006 Fall auction and bourse of the Texas Precancel Club at the Country Inn 

and Suites by Carlson, 2200 Mercado Dr. (I-35 at Northside Dr.), Fort 
Worth, Texas. Hours: Friday 9 a.m. to ? p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. to ? p.m., 
Auction on Saturday 3 p.m.

OCT. 14  JUNIOR PHILATELIST FAIR
2006 Youth activity event sponsored by the San Antonio Philatelic Association 

for children ages 10 and younger at the Oakwell Branch Library, 4134 
Harry Wurzbach Rd., San Antonio. Hours: anytime between 10 a.m. and 
1 p.m. (see October 7 entry for children 11 and older).

OCT. 28-29  TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR 
2006 Bourse at the Ramada Plaza Hotel, 7611 Katy Frwy., Houston, Texas. 

Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
NOV. 3-4  OKPEX 2006 
2006 Annual exhibition and bourse of the Oklahoma City Stamp Club at the 

Express Event Center, 8512 Northwest Expy., Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
Show features APS World Series of Philately exhibits, dealer bourse, 
cacheted cover and show cancellation. Hours: Friday and Saturday 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m.

calendar of events
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NOV. 11-12 MID-CITIES STAMP EXPO
2006 19th annual exhibition and bourse of the Mid-Cities Stamp Club at the 

Grapevine Convention Center, 1209 South Main St., Grapevine, Texas. 
Features exhibits, 27-dealer bourse, beginners’ booth, giant mixture pick, 
silent auction, chance board, USPS substation, cacheted cover and show 
cancellation. AMBER Alert stamp unveiling ceremony at 9:30 a.m. on 
Saturday. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

NOV. 18-19 TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR 
2006 Bourse at the Marquis (formerly Wellesley) Inn, 2635 N.E. Loop 410 

(Exit 25B at Perrin-Beitel Rd.), San Antonio, Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

DEC. 2-3 TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR 
2006 See Sep. 23-24 listing for details.
APR. 13-15 TEXPEX 2007
2007 The 111th annual exhibition and convention of the Texas Philatelic 

Association at the Doubletree Dallas Hotel Near the Galleria, 4099 Valley 
View Ln. (I-635 at Midway exit), Dallas, Texas. Hours: Friday 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

JUN. 15-17 NATIONAL TOPICAL STAMP SHOW
2007 58th Annual exhibition and convention of the American Topical Association 

at the Sheraton Grand Hotel - DFW Airport, 4440 W. John W. Carpenter 
Frwy. (State Highway 114 at Esters Blvd. exit), Irving, Texas. Hours: not 
yet available.

SEP. 14-16  GREATER HOUSTON STAMP SHOW 2007
2007 See September 15-17, 2006 listing for details.
NOV. 2-4  OKPEX 2007 
2007 See Nov. 3-5, 2006 listing for details. 
APR. 18-20 TEXPEX 2008
2008 See Apr. 7-9, 2006 listing for details.

HUNT & CO.
Buyers, Sellers and Appraisers

of Stamps for Collectors
10711 Burnett Road, Suite 314

Austin, Texas 78758

Telephone: (512) 837-9997 or (800) 458-5745
FAX: (512) 837-9904  E-Mail: bhunt@huntstamps.com

WE
ARE

BUYING!
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By Ray Cartier

Not just a stamp show—a western vaca-
tion destination!” That’s the slogan for 

the National Topical Stamp Show (NTSS) 
scheduled for June 15-17, 2007 in Irving, 
Texas

While the annual show of the American 
Topical Association will have all the tradi-
tional elements collectors expect, including 
up to 200 frames of exhibits and 30 deal-
ers, organizers have scheduled numerous 
western-theme events to make attending the 
NTSS a highly memorable vacation.

The three days of the show are packed 
with activities, commencing with a first day 
of issue for a stamp that honors the legendary 
Texas Rangers, courtesy of the Inter-Gov-
ernmental Philatelic Corporation. A special 
guest Ranger will unveil the stamp and tell 
a little about the famous organization.

Members of the National Outlaw and 
Lawmen Association, who have written 
widely on Texas heroes and villains, will 
sign books on Saturday. A special guest star 
has been invited to 
participate as well.

P r o f e s s i o n a l 
sports cheerlead-
ers have tentatively 
agreed to meet guests 
on Saturday morn-
ing with a smile and 
autographed post-
ers. A saddled Texas 
Longhorn Steer has 
been scheduled to 
appear in the park-
ing lot on Saturday; 
photos of attendees 
on, or alongside, the 
docile animal will be 
available for a fee.

A native Ameri-
can has been asked 
to demonstrate In-

Western theme planned for ATA show
dian dances daily. 

Also on tap will be a display from the 
National Aeronautical and Space Admin-
istration, to be accompanied by related 
autographed space covers. An astronaut will 
likely be on hand to greet and speak.

Other static displays have been requested 
from two prominent Texas companies, each 
of which, if furnished, will be accompanied 
by related stamps and/or covers depicting 
their products. An “Alamo on Stamps” ex-
hibit has been promised as well.

A mail delivery system of sorts used dur-
ing the Korean War will be on display—it’s 
actually an altitude-released mortar shell 
that showered propaganda leaflets on North 
Korean soldiers. A sample leaflet will also 
be shown.

Youth activities will be plentiful. The 
ATA and APS have joined together to bring 
Stamp Camp USA to NTSS ‘07 from its 
home in Pennsylvania. Also, Youth Cham-
pion of Champions exhibits, representing 
the best efforts of youth collectors around 

In keeping with the National Topical Stamp Show’s western theme, tours 
will be offered to Dallas-Fort Worth area attractions, including the Fort 
Worth Stockyards National Historic District, an entertainment area on 
“Cowtown’s” north side.   (Photo by Thomas Mundt, Rostock, Germany)
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the country, will be on display. Free packets 
of stamps will be given to youngsters. For 
the really small set, a storytelling hour and 
chaperoned cartoons are on the agenda.

Several seminars and meetings, all free 
and open to the public, will be available. 
Several Study Units of the ATA will hold 
their annual gatherings; the Space Unit has 
already agreed to participate.

Postcard dealers and cachet makers are 
being invited to participate in the show. 
Several clubs and societies will also have 
tables.

Free door prizes will include video disks 
of western movies and “ATAboy Bucks,” 
which can be spent on any ATA product, 
ATA membership fees, or at any participating 
dealer at the show. Also to be given away 
will be six half-year ATA memberships or 
extensions to existing memberships. Dol-
lar cover and 10-cent stamp tables are also 
planned. 

Live entertainment is being scheduled to 

precede the President’s Reception on Friday. 
Dealers and registered volunteers will get 
free tickets to the entertainment. Others who 
may be interested can buy an inexpensive 
ticket, or can sign up for the reception for 
which the entertainment is included. Enter-
tainment is also in the works for the Awards 
Banquet on Saturday.

For those who really want to combine 
the show with their traditional vacation ac-
tivities, two tours have been slated for the 
Thursday before and Monday after. One is 
to Fort Worth attractions, including the Fort 
Worth Stockyards National Historic District; 
the other is expected to encompass the U.S. 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing plant, a 
winery in Grapevine, and other sites in the 
Fort Worth area. Further details on the tours 
will be announced once the transportation 
has been contracted. Attendees booking a 
tour and pre-paying before April 15, 2007 
will be afforded the opportunity to sign up in 

Join us in Houston!
TPA Membership Meeting at the
Greater Houston Stamp Show

11:00 a.m., Saturday, September 16, 2006
Humble Civic Center • Humble Texas

This informal meeting is designed to update 
members on current and future initiatives.

A light lunch will be served!
(Please rsvp to Carol Arndt (432) 366-6467 or rsvp@texasphilatelic.org.)

The membership meeting will be preceded by sessions of the 
TPA Foundation Trustees at 8:30 a.m and. 

the TPA Board of Directors at 9:15 a.m.
(MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME AT TRUSTEE AND BOARD MEETINGS.)

(Continued on Page 24)
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Why isn’t your ad right here?

TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT JOURNAL, CONTACT:
The Texas PhilaTelisT Manager

305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080

 Phone (972) 783-0958 • E-mail tpeditor@sbcglobal.net

It would have 
been seen by

more than 500 
collectors in

   Texas!

advance for all events and receive a free Fort 
Worth Stockyards Sheriff’s Badge souvenir. 
A third tour is scheduled on Saturday for a 
visit to the Boy Scout National Headquarters 
and Museum, which is known for its Norman 
Rockwell room.

For those who want to visit some of the 
many points of interest in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area, several brochures will soon be 
obtainable by links through the ATA website 
www.americantopicalassn.org or from the 
ATA Central Office listed at the end of this 
article. The ATA also has available for loan 
a video tape and a DVD on local attractions. 
Golf, shopping, touring, sporting events, first 
class art and other museums are available 
in the area in abundance. This show will 
include a large percentage of non-topical 
dealers in order to help fulfill your needs, 
regardless of what you collect.

The NTSS ‘07 will be held at the Shera-
ton Grand Hotel, State Highway 114 at Es-

ters Road in Irving, adjacent to the DFW 
Airport. The Sheraton Grand has reduced 
the rate of its newly refurbished rooms from 
$159 to $89 (plus tax) 

The hotel will provide to guests free 
transportation to and from the DFW airport. 
Transportation will also be offered to the 
huge Grapevine Mills Mall, for those who 
want to some spend time away from the 
hotel, and to a local Protestant or Catholic 
church on Sunday morning. The nearest 
synagogue is too far away for them to make 
the drive.

Volunteers are needed to help out at the 
show; interested persons are urged to contact 
either ATA treasurer Dorothy Smith, 4000 
Ace Lane #49, Lewisville, TX 75067 or the 
ATA Central Office at americantopical@
msn.com. 

For further information on the show, 
check out the ATA website or send a self-
addressed, stamped envelope to the ATA 
Central Office, P.O. Box 57, Arlington, TX 
76004-0057. 

(Continued from page 23)
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Get your circuit on the way even faster by signing up at 
www.texasphilatelic.org. Just click on the OPS icon!

 TPA members can now 
buy and sell in the OPS 
Sales Division; OPS mem-
bership is not required for 
TPA members.

 Circuits are designed for 
the general collector.

	Profit	sharing.
 Postage rebates.
 Collector and chapter 

circuits available.



Yes, I want to participate in the Oklahoma Philatelic Society Sales Division!
Check one:  I’m convinced, place me on a circuit right away!
	  Let me have a no obligation “test drive.” Just send a sample circuit
 directly to my home so I can decide if I want more.*
	  I want to sell stamps. A check is enclosed for  blank books 
 at 75¢ each (price includes postage). 

Name

Address Apt.

City State Zip 

Home Phone ( )  TPA or  OPS Number
Send to: OPS Sales Division * Test drive offer expires November 1, 2006
 P.O. Box 2179
 Muskogee OK 74402-2179

TPA AND OPS MEMBERS MUST BE
IN GOOD STANDING TO PARTICIPATE

TRY A NO
OBLIGATION
TEST DRIVE !

Oklahoma Philatelic Society
Circuits Available to TPA Members!
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he won the pennant on the last day of the 
season with a grand slam home run in the 
9th inning; his career ended in 1947 with 
a year at Pittsburgh. He was named to the 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 1956, having had 
a career batting average of .313 and 1,276 
RBIs (Runs Batted In). He died September 
4, 1986 in Beverly Hills, California.

Mickey Mantle was a famous switch-hit-
ter whose powerful home runs were matched 
by his impressive speed as a runner and out-
fielder. A New York Yankee for 19 years, he 
was enormously popular with fans.

Fifty years ago Mantle earned the Base-
ball Triple Crown, leading the American 
league with a .353 batting average, 50 hom-
ers and 130 RBIs. His career statistics were 
.298 batting average and 1,509 RBIs; mak-
ing him one of the greatest players to take 
the field. Houston fans may recall he hit the 
first home run in 
the Astrodome 
in an exhibition 
game on April 
9, 1965.

Born on Oc-
tober 20, 1931 in 
Spavinaw, Ok-
lahoma, Mantle 
was signed by 
the Yankees in 
1949 as an ama-
teur free agent. 
To be closer 
to his roots, he 
bought a home 
in Dallas in 1956, where he lived sporadically 
in ensuing years. His liver, damaged by years 
of drinking, was replaced on June 8, 1995 
at the Baylor University Medical Center in 
Dallas. The transplant gave him two more 
months of life; he passed away on August 
13, 1995 and was interred in the city’s Spark-
man-Hillcrest Memorial Park. 

MICKEY MANTLE
(1931-1995)

Two baseball sluggers had Texas ties
By Arthur P. von Reyn

Neither Hank Greenburg nor Mickey 
Mantle were Texas natives, but both 

these players—honored on the recent Slug-
gers stamps and postal cards issued July 15 
at New York City’s Yankee Stadium—have 
some interesting connections to the Lone 
Star State.

Hank Greenberg is remembered as 
Major League Baseball’s first Jewish su-

perstar and one 
of the all-time 
greatest right-
handed batters. 
Born January 
1, 1911, the 
Bronx, NY, na-
tive grew up in 
an Orthodox 
household, his 
parents  Ro-
manian immi-
grants.

He turned 
down a chance 
to play for the 

New York Yankees, seeing that Lou Gehrig 
would be playing first base for many more 
years. Greenberg went to New York Univer-
sity for a year before signing with the Detroit 
Tigers at the age of 19.

After minor league assignments in Hart-
ford, Raleigh and Evansville, the Tigers 
sent him to the Beaumont Exporters of the 
highly regarded Texas League. In 1932 he 
was named the Most Valuable Player, hit-
ting 39 home runs and leading his team to 
the league title.

The next year Greenburg began his ma-
jor league career in Detroit. He was named 
most valuable player twice: once as a first 
baseman in 1935, and a second time as an 
outfielder in 1940. He received two World 
Series rings, in 1935 and 1940. In 1945, 

texas connection

HANK GREENBURG
(1911-1986)
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Buy-Sell
Stamps

Coins
Silver

Castle stamp & Coin
PO BOx 0096

Hewitt, tx  66643
GeOrGe KuBal  (254) 666-7755

By Paul Witthoeft

One of the duties of belonging to a stamp 
club is that on occasion you may be 

responsible for presenting the program at a 
meeting. Here are some ideas that you can 
use when it is your turn to present.

1. Bring your favorite stamp col-
lection. Tell the club about your favorite 
country. Share with others a new collection 
you are starting and tell everyone why you 
have decided to collect Country Y after col-
lecting Country X for many years. When 
sharing your collection, you can put it in 
page protectors and pass in around to your 
fellow members.

2. Write a philatelic quiz. Shoot for 
around twenty questions for your quiz. Put 
the questions on a handout that you can 
give to your audience. Strive for some bal-
ance, having some easy, medium and hard 
questions. Make up both U.S. and foreign 
questions so everyone has a fair chance of 
getting some right. Use current philatelic 
terminology, including correct currency and 
Scott catalogue numbers that your audience 
can use to answer the questions. Expect to 
provide some sort of a prize to the person 
who answers the most questions correctly.

3. Do a book review. Share a review of 
book that you have found helpful in your 
philatelic research. Don’t read the book 
to the audience, review it and tell them 
why you found the book helpful. Review a 
catalogue or compare a Scott catalogue to 
the Michel version. This can bring about a 
serious discussion.

4. Give a travel report. Have you re-
cently been on a trip to an exotic land and 
had a chance to visit a local post office or 
stamp dealer? Tell everyone about your ad-
venture. Your travel report does not have to 
be from a faraway land. You could tell your 
fellow club members about an out-of-town 
show like Washington 2006 or the Greater 
Houston Stamp Show.

Taking your turn: presenting a stamp club program
5. Invite an interesting philatelic 

friend. Do you have a philatelic friend that 
you can bring to the meeting? Introduce him 
and let them share their collecting interests. 
Your guest may have some specialized in-
terest that may make for a good program. 
Bringing a friend is also a good way to 
recruit a new member to your club.

6. Present a slide show. Have the pro-
gram chair order a slide show. This helps you 
learn about a subject you are interested in 
and want to know more about. A slide show 
can educate the presenter and the audience. 
Make sure that you plan ahead so that your 
slide show arrives in time for your program 
presentation. Better yet, preview the pro-
gram and set aside the script or tape. Using 
your own words to describe the material will 
make the program far more interesting. Slide 
programs can be ordered from the Ameircan 
Philatelic Society and many other collector 
groups 

7. Other ideas. You could host a dinner 
meeting at your home! Or you could present 
this list as your program!

Good luck to you and have fun. 

United States — Proofs & Essays
General Foreign

John T. Pearson
Fine Postage Stamps for Collectors

(210) 656-3135
PO Box 33312

San Antonio, TX  78265-3312
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chapters in action

Austin-Texas Stamp Club: The August 1 program featured a presentation by Lisa Nicks 
entitled “Tiny Vistas - Grand Pleasure”. Lisa is a collage artist who uses stamps as the basis 
for her art. To see her work, visit www.postagestampcollage.com. The September 5 meeting 
will feature a silent auction, for which each member can submit two items.

Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society: Walter Levy presented “My Daughter’s Name and 
Stamp Collecting” at the July 12 meeting. The July 26 program was an old-fashioned auc-
tion of over 50 lots provided by members. On August 6, Jack Urish presented “Are You a 
Serious Stamp Collector?,” preceded by a show-and-tell. At the August 23 gathering, Dr. 
Craig Boyd’s presentation was “Travel Log, Part 6,” with a mini-auction following. The 
club is currently looking for an editor of its monthly newsletter Stamps and Tongs. After 
many years, Rick Houghland has decided to turn over those duties to another member at 
the end of the year.

Fred C. Sawyer Chapter #56: American First Day Cover Society: Members voted to 
change the name from the “North Texas” to the “Fred C. Sawyer” chapter in memory of a 
founding member who passed away earlier this year. The chapter met for the annual picnic 
in June. The next meeting at UTD-Dallas will be held on September 16. The topic will be 
Washington 2006 and Americover 2006. On October 14, there are plans to celebrate the 
20th Anniversary of the chapter as well as the name change. The focus will be on how Fred 
Sawyer impacted the chapter. Meetings are be open to all interested collectors.

Houston Philatelic Society: The Greater Houston Stamp show is this month. For more 
information about the show, please consult the “Calendar of Events” and an advertisement 
elsewhere in this journal. The Houston Philatelic Society is also asking for donations for 
their beginner’s booth. Please send material to: Houston Philatelic Society Show Committee, 
c/o Jonathan Topper, PMB 237, 8524 Highway 6 N., Houston TX 77095.

Heart of Texas Stamp Club: At the June 1 meeting, George Balady related his experiences 
on a recent Caribbean cruise and discussed the purpose and history of the recently released 
AMBER Alert stamp. A short auction resulted in the sale of nine of the 20 lots offered for 
$33.50. D.E. Bybee and Lois Haynes brought show-and-tell items. Hubert Henke won the 
evening’s raffle prize while door prizes went to D.E. Bybee and Hubert Hanke.

On July 6, D.E. Bybee discussed and displayed stamps from the short-lived United Arab 
Republic, 1958-71. A 25-lot auction conducted by Brad Schultz brought spirited bidding for 
the five lots that sold for a total of $84.00. Participating in show-and-tell were D.E. Bybee, 
Dr. James Berryhill, Lois Haynes, and visitor Jim Shannon. The evening’s raffle prizes were 
scooped up by J.P. Jones.  Door prize winners were Dr. Ralph Bailey and  D.E. Bybee. The 
annual ice cream social was scheduled for August 3.

Reporting chapter activities is now fast and easy!
It’s now fast and it’s easy! To report the activities of your chapter or unit for publication in 
this section of The Texas Philatelist, simply go to www.texasphilatelic.org and select the 
“Chapter Reports” option under the “At Your Service” heading on the home page. Minutes 
of meetings over a two-month period, along with special club activities, can be reported 
at one time. Minutes may still be sent by mail to this address: Douglas Moss editor, The 
Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830..
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Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center Stamp Club: The club recently purchased a new book 
for their library, the Encylopedia of U.S. Stamps and Stamp Collecting. The most recent 
newsletter featured an article by NASA astronaut Hank Hartsfield. Mr. Hartsfield wrote 
about his philatelic recollections. The October 11 meeting will feature a presentation by 
Diane Kerkhove on Halloween postcards.
Mid-Cities Stamp Club: On July 5 in Arlington, Ray Cartier presented “What is Happening 
in Philately Today.” An auction in Irving on July 5 resulted in proceeds of $53.75. The July 
25 gathering in Granbury featured an APS slide program narrated by Dick Phelps. At the 
August 2 meeting in Arlington, Diana Simone—who suggested what became the AMBER 
Alert plan—presented the program; she was scheduled to repeat it for Granbury attendees 
on August 22. On August 16 in Irving, Jack Urish gave a stamp trivia quiz, awarding small 
prizes to those having the most correct answers. Irving meetings in September and October 
will be held at the Garden and Arts Building, 906 Senter St.

Stamping Around, the club’s newsletter that is edited by Peter C. Elias, was recently 
recognized by the APS’ Chapter Activities Committee with a gold level award. The feature 
article in the July newsletter recapped the AMBER Alert first day ceremony held in Arlington. 
For the August edition, Ray Cartier’s “Fun with Philately” column contrasted space travel 
as described in Jules Verne’s book From the Earth to the Moon with the actual U.S. manned 
missions a century later. In the September newsletter, Ray Cartier wrote about “The Siege 
of Glenrowan” the tale of an Australian gang and its legendary battle with police in 1880. 
Oklahoma Philatelic Society: The group’s newsletter, The Oklahoma Philatelist, recognized 
Gordon Bleuler for his support of the club. Gordon has the lowest membership number of 
any current OPS member, his number being 20. OKPEX 2006 will be held November 3-4 in 
Oklahoma City. This show is a World Series of Philately Exhibition. For more information 
about the show, please see the “Calendar of Events” in this journal.
San Antonio Philatelic Association (SAPA): In October the club will be hosting two 
Youth Philatelic Fairs. Please see the “Calendar of Events” in this journal for more details. 
Donations of stamps and supplies are still needed for the fairs. Material can be sent to: San 
Antonio Philatelic Association Juniors, c/o Patricia Richmond, 514 Santa Monica St., San 
Antonio, Texas 78212. Donors will be gratefully acknowledged.
Texas Postal History Society: The Society will have two meetings at the Greater Houston 
Stamp Show, scheduled for September 17-19 at the Humble Convention Center in Humble. 
The first meeting will be the “Fall Fling” on Friday at 6:00 p.m. at the Hampton Inn. A more 
formal meeting will be the next day at 1:00 p.m. at the Humble Civic Center. 
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First day ceremony sites seem to defy logic
By Arthur P. von Reyn 

Do African violets, cog railways, Thanks-
giving and even the Torch of the Statue 

of Liberty have some mysterious relevance 
to Texas known only to bureaucrats at the 
Post Office? After all, these are all subjects 
of stamps that have been accorded first days 
of issue in the Lone Star State.

A decision by the U.S. Postal Service to 
dole out a first day of issue ceremony is not 
based solely on the particular significance 
of an issue to a locality. According to David 
Failor, Director of Stamp Services, “There 
is no defined list of criteria. We look at a lot 
of factors, some of which include:

 wishes/desires of the estate or family 
members,

 wishes/desires of the owners of the 
intellectual property,

 ability for a location to help draw at-
tention to the stamp,

 logical connection to the subject matter,
 spreading first days of issue around the 

country if we can,
 partnering with events that are already 

planned that honor the subject.
“Each stamp is unique as to how we 

evaluate where the location will be.”
Thus, many first day of issue events wind 

up being held in locations that are incongru-
ous with the stamp subject matter.

A great example is the 37-cent Women in 

Journalism quartet (Figure 1) that was issued 
in Fort Worth in the fall of 2002. None of 
the four journalists featured on the stamps 
are known to have any significant influence 
in Texas; they all worked for publications in 
northern states. But the Society of Profes-
sional Journalists was holding its national 
convention that year in “Cowtown,” so a first 
day there seemed to be a great alternative to 
holding ceremonies in four different cities.

Sometimes, things don’t work out as 
planned. Soon after the Postal Service an-
nounced its 2005 stamp designs, Dallas 
was named the first day city for the 37-cent 
American Scientists issue. The local commit-
tee hosting a national scientific convention 
was contacted by the Postal Service about 
how the first day ceremony preparation was 
proceeding. They said it was the first time 
they had heard of it. The first day was quickly 
moved to New Haven, Connecticut.

Conventions are a frequent reason for 
scheduling first days in Texas (Figure 2). 
Of around 30 first day ceremonies for stamp 
issues that have no apparent connection to 
Texas, about a half dozen were issued in 
conjunction with conventions of professional 
and trade organizations.

Medical conventions were responsible  
for two ceremonies in Dallas, the first for 

FIGURE 1 - None of the subjects of the Women 
in Journalism issue had a Texas connection, 
but Fort Worth was the first day city due to a 
journalists’ convention being held there. 

FIGURE 2 - First day of 
issue ceremonies for these 
four emissions wound up in 
Texas due to professional 
or trade conventions being 
held that related to the 
subject matter.
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FIGURE 3 - In 1982, the American Soaring Society celebrated its 50th anniversary at a convention 
in Houston. Coincidentally, a international rate postal card depicting Gliders was issued then, 
though the Postal Service seldom honors private groups.

the 13-cent American Doctor stamped en-
velope issued in 1976 and the second for the 
20-cent Virginia Apgar definitive in 1994. 
These were issued during national meet-
ings of the American Medical Association 
and the American Academy of Pediatrics 
respectively.

In 1986, the National Star Route Mail 
Contractors Association held a joint meeting 
in Fort Worth with the U.S. Postal Service’s 
Southern Region, providing a setting to inau-
gurate the 5.5-cent Star Route Truck coil in 
the long-running Transportation series.

Sometimes bureaucratic politics win 
over historical significance in scheduling a 
first day ceremony, a case in point being the 
29-cent Buffalo Soldiers stamp of 1994. It 
was released in four locations, but Dallas 
won the first day as it was hosting the 7th 
annual convention of the African-American 
Postal League United for Success. Relegated 
to “special cancels” instead of an official 
“first day of issue” cancel were three forts 
closely associated with the Buffalo Soldiers: 
Fort Concho at San Angelo, Texas; Fort 

Leavenworth in Kansas; and Fort Huachuca 
in Arizona.

The Soaring Society of America held a 
convention in Houston in 1982 to celebrate 
the group’s 50th anniversary. Although 
the Postal Service avoids issuing items 
that directly honor private organizations, 
nonetheless Gliders just happened to be 
the theme of a 28-cent international rate 
postal card (Figure 3) that debuted during 
the conclave.

Stamp shows are responsible for around 
a dozen first days of issue that have no other 
logical reason for debuting in Texas. The 
Postal Service used to frequently have first 
days at collector events, though in recent 
years the practice seems to have fallen by 
the wayside; perhaps too many local clubs 
have abandoned their shows or sponsors of 
existing ones don’t want the logistical head-
ing of planning and staging them.

The TEXPEX ’96 stamp show, held in 
San Antonio for the 100th anniversary of 
the Texas Philatelic Association, wins the 
crown for the most single stamps to debut 
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at one time in Texas. Released at the show 
(Figure 4) were the Avery-Dennison and 
Stamp Ventures reprints of six coils: the 5-
cent non-denominated Butte and Mountain 
non-profits; the 10-cent Auto bulk rate; the 
15-cent non-denominated Auto Tail Fin first-
class card, the 25-cent Juke Box presorted 
first class, and the ubiquitous 32-cent Flag 
over Porch.

Organizers of TEXPEX ’88, staged in 
Corpus Christi, snagged the most unusual 
stamps to debut in Texas. Many show at-
tendees witnessed the debut of the 15-cent 
and 25-cent Official Mail coils (Figure 5), 
the first modern officials to have a first day 
outside of Washington, D.C. Similar ceremo-
nies were held at stamp shows in 1991 at 

Seattle and in 1993 at Oklahoma City, after 
which the Postal Service resumed limiting 
first days of Officials to Washington.

In 1994, a first day ceremony was held 
at TEXPEX in Dallas for the 20-cent Cog 
Railway coil in the Transportation series 
(Figure 6a). As these railroads are designed 
to operate on steep inclines, it’s unlikely any 
engine ever operated in Texas as depicted on 
the stamp. A chunk of Colorado was once 
claimed by Texas and there is still a cog 
railway that climbs Pike’s Peak, but perhaps 
relating the two is a stretch.

The combined TEXANEX/TOPEX 
show held in San Antonio in 1983 had the 
most spectacular first day item ever for a 
stamp show in Texas. Debuting there was 
the 28-cent Olympics airmail block (Figure 
6b) publicizing the 1984 games scheduled 
for Los Angeles. Present at the ceremony 
were five members of the Citizen’s Stamp 
Advisory Committee, including famed au-
thor James Michener.

Tyler may claim to be the “Rose Capital 
of Texas,” but when it came to issuing the 
29-cent Red Rose stamp (Figure 6c) in 
1993, the honor went to Houston. No doubt 
the selection had something to do with the 

FIGURE 5 - A pair of official coils issued at 
TEXPEX 1988 in Corpus Christi were the first to 
have a first day outside of Washington, D.C.

FIGURE 4 - TEXPEX ’96, held in San Antonio on the occasion of the Texas Philatelic Association’s 
100th Anniversary, set a record for the most stamps issued during a philatelic event in Texas.
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American Philatelic Society’s STaMpsHOW 
being held in the Bayou City during the dog 
days of August that year.

In 1977, HOUPEX (now the Greater 
Houston Stamp Show) hosted the first day 
for the 2.1-cent Green Non-profit Organi-
zation stamped envelope (Figure 6d). The 
show was held in conjunction with the an-
nual convention of the American First Day 
Cover Society.

On occasion, the reason for a Texas first 
day boils down to an organization related to 
the subject matter being located in Texas.

Back in the early 1970s, the National 
Association for Retarded Citizens lobbied 
the Postal Service for a stamp to promote 
its cause. Its efforts came to fruition in 1974 

with the 10-cent Re-
tarded Children Can be 
Helped stamp (Figure 
7). The organization, 
now shorn of its less 
than politically correct 
name and known as 
“The Arc,” had its main 
office in Arlington. 

In 1970, Dallas had 
the dubious distinction 
of being the largest 
city in the U.S. to have 
never hosted a first day 
ceremony. That streak 
came to an in 1971 due 
to a regional office of 

the Bureau of Narcotics and Drug Abuse 
being located there. The 8-cent Drug Abuse 
stamp (Figure 8a), issued in anticipation of 
a proposed Drug Abuse Prevention Week, 
may have not been a popular design with 
collectors, but “Big D” finally had a first 
day of its own.

As part of its Flora and Fauna series, 
a 29-cent African Violet definitive (Figure 
8b) was released in 1993. The first day cer-
emony wound up in Beaumont, where the 
headquarters for the African Violet Society 
of America happened to be located.

Similarly, the 8-cent Space Achievement 
Decade pair (Figure 8c) of 1971 and the 
10-cent Skylab single (Figure 8d) of 1974 
had first days in Houston because NASA’s 
operational headquarters is located down the 
highway towards Galveston.

In hopes of enhancing awareness of new 
issues, the Postal Service has a penchant for 
finding public events that somehow relate to 
the subject matter.

In 1983, Houston hosted the National 

FIGURES 6a-d - These four items were all inau-
gurated at stamp shows in Texas, clockwise 
from top left, Cog Railway at TEXPEX ’93, 
Olympics at TEXANEX/TOPEX ’83, Red Rose 
at STaMpsHOW ’93 and 2.1-cent non-profit at 
HOUPEX ’77.

a

b

d

c

FIGURE 7 -  The
National Associa-
tion for Retarded 
Citizens success-
fully lobbied for a 
stamp to be issued 
in Arlington, where 
its headquarters 
were once located. 

FIGURE 8a-d - Clockwise from 
center left, stamps for drug 
abuse, African violets and 
space topics all had Texas 
first days due to organizations 
having headquarters here.

b

d

c

a
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Fitness Classic, chaired by former Dallas 
Cowboy great Roger Staubach and spon-
sored by the President’s Council on Physical 
Fitness. A first day ceremony for the 20-cent 
Physical Fitness stamp (Figure 9a) high-
lighted a banquet after the conclusion of the 
competition. 

The World’s Gymnastics Championship 
was held in Fort Worth in December 1979; a 
21-cent international rate Olympics postcard 
(Figure 9b) depicting a gymnast was issued 
in conjunction with the event. This and other 
1980 Olympic items were pulled from post 
offices for a time after the U.S. decided to 
boycott the games due to the host country, 

the U.S.S.R., invading Afghanistan.
The 33-cent Prostate Cancer Awareness 

stamp (Figure 9c) was dedicated in Austin 
as part of the 1999 “Ride for the Roses” 
fund-raising weekend hosted by the Lance 
Armstrong Foundation. The namesake can-
cer survivor and cyclist came in second on 
the ride, but weeks later went on to win the 
first of seven consecutive Tour de France 
events.

In the late 1990s, the Postal Service de-
cided there was a need to expand its Holiday 
Celebrations series to include an occasion 
that would appeal to Latinos. A Mexican 
holiday with little connection to Texas or 
American history was chosen. Since the 
annual Fiesta San Antonio was held in late 
April, the Alamo City was selected to host 
the 1998 dedication  ceremony for a 32-cent 
Cinco de Mayo stamp (Figure 10), which 
was a joint issue with Mexico. A rate increase 
went into effect less than eight months later, 
so San Antonio wound up with a first day the 
following April for a 33-cent version of the 
same design.

The 34-cent Thanksgiving stamp of 2001 
(Figure 11) in the Holiday Celebrations series 
had a debut in Dallas due to the presence of 

FIGURE 10 - San Antonio was the first Texas city to be involved in a joint first day of issue. The 
U.S. Cinco de Mayo stamp of 1998 was reissued a year later due to a rate change.

FIGURE 9a-c - Clock-
wise from top left, the 
Prostate Cancer stamp, 
the 1980 Olympics 
postal card and the 
P h y s i c a l  F i t n e s s 
stamp were all issued 
in conjunction with 
athletic competitions.

b

c

a
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Thanks-Giving Square, a triangular park in 
downtown that features a chapel operated by 
the Thanks-Giving Square Foundation. The 

chapel’s stained 
glass ceiling was 
depicted on a trio 
of United Nations 
stamps issued 
the year before. 
T h e  T h a n k s - 
Giving Square 
park also has sig-
nificance to col-
lectors, a number 
of old-time Dal-
las stamp dealers 
operated from 
buildings that 
were torn down 
in the mid-1970s 
to make way for 
the facility. 

Twenty years 
earlier, Dallas 
won the distinc-
tion of hosting a 

FIGURE 11 - The Thanks-Giving Square Foundation secured a Dallas first day of issue for the U.S. 
34¢ Thanksgiving stamp. The Foundation also arranged and financed the creation of the mosaic 
The Golden Rule by Norman Rockwell, a gift from the U.S. on the occasion of the U.N.’s 40th 
anniversary. The U.N. reciprocated by depicting the Glory Window, in the Foundation’s chapel in 
Dallas, on its International Year of Thanksgiving 2000 stamps. (cover courtesy Norman Cohen)

first day ceremony for the 12-cent Liberty 
Torch sheet and coil stamps (Figure 12) 
due to the perseverance of the late Chris V. 
Semos, whose family operated a popular lo-
cal Greek restaurant. Mr. Semos, also a state 
representative and county commissioner, 
was friends with Postmaster General Wil-
liam F. Bolger. Coincidentally, the Semos’ 
restaurant was named “The Torch;” ironi-
cally, it later burned down.

Thanks to the presence of the National 
Ranching Center, a 
museum and histori-
cal park, Lubbock 
finally received a first 
day of issue in 1980. 
One of the five de-
signs in the 15-cent 
Windmill booklet 
(Figure 13) depicted a 
once familiar icon on 
the rural Texas land-
scape, an example of 
which is found on the 
museum’s grounds at 
Texas Tech University. 

FIGURE 12 - A Greek 
restaurant operator was 
responsible for bringing 
the Torch stamps’ 1981 
dedication to Dallas

FIGURE 13 -  The 
presence of a ranching 
museum prompted 
the Postal Service 
to award Lubbock a 
first day in 1980 for 
the Windmills booklet 
o f  f i v e  d e s i g n s , 
including this one.
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Old windmills once located in Illinois, Mas-
sachusetts, Rhode Island and Virginia were 
depicted on the other stamps in the se-tenant 
booklet, which was issued in the unpopular 
“mini” definitive format.

Anyone familiar with the Postal Service’s 
pattern in choosing a location for issuance 
of the “traditional” Christmas stamp knows 
it’s almost always at a museum in the city 
where the featured artwork hangs. The 1991 
edition, a 29-center (Figure 14), featured An-
toniazzo Romano’s (1461-1508) Madonna 
and Child, an oil painting in the collection 
of Houston’s Museum of Fine Art. So far, 
it’s the only U.S. Christmas stamp to have a 

dedication cere-
mony in Texas.

Occas ion-
ally, the reason 
a stamp was is-
sued in Texas 
quite obscure. 
Such is the case 
with the 20.5-
cent Fire Engine 
coil (Figure 15) 
in the Transpor-
tat ion series. 
It appeared in 
San Angelo in 
1988 because 

the Model AC Ahrens-Fox depicted on the 
stamp was purchased by the municipality 
in 1913.

For those not familiar with Austin, the 
reason for the 37-cent Bat block (Figure 
16) having a first day of issue there in 2002 
might appear to be pretty obscure. However, 
residents can tell you one of the city’s biggest 
tourist attractions occurs at dusk from mid-
March into early November when around 1.5 
million Mexican free-tailed bats rise from 
underneath the Congress Avenue bridge; the 
colony there is said to be the largest in an ur-
ban area anywhere in the world. And, never 
mind that the Tadarida brasiliensis doesn’t 
appear in any of the stamp designs!

FIGURE 14 - In 40 years, 
this is lone Christmas 
stamp dedicated in Texas. 
The artwork hangs in Hous-
ton’s Museum of Fine Art.

Perhaps the most tenuous explanation 
given for holding a first day in Texas relates 
to the 7-cent blue Jet airmail stamp (Figure 
17, next page), issued for a one penny hike 
in the domestic airmail rate. The July 1958 
edition of The Airport Journal notes first 
day ceremonies were scheduled on July 31, 
1958 in separate cities for each format of the 
stamp: one for the sheet version in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania at a stamp show where 
the American Airmail Society was meeting; 
another for the coil in Miami, Florida, de-
scribed as “an important international mail 
center;” and lastly for the booklet panes, 
which “will make their bow at San Antonio, 
Texas, where nearby Kelly and Lackland Air 
Force Bases are located.”

 Starting on the next page is a chart 
detailing all the 
first day ceremo-
nies to date that 
have been held 
in Texas, includ-
ing  ones  no t 
discussed in this 
article. Although 
the number of 
new stamps re-
leased in Texas 
has inched up in 
recent decades, 
some years pass 

FIGURE 16 - In 2002, the Bats block was 
dedicated at Austin’s Congress Avenue 
bridge, where a colony of Mexican free-tailed 
bats—not depicted on any of the stamps—
emerge from underneath each evening at dusk 
from mid-March to early November.

FIGURE 15 - The city of San 
Angelo purchased in 1913 
the Ahrens-Fox fire engine 
depicted on this 20.5-cent 
Transporation series coil 
issued in 1988.
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First Days of Issue in Texas
(Does not include issues available on the first day in all post offices nationally)

Issue Date Scott # Subject First Day Location # Cancels 
Applied*

3/2/1936 776 3¢ Republic of Texas Centennial Gonzales 319,150

12/29/1945 938 3¢ Texas Statehood Centennial Austin 397,860

11/5/1948 976 3¢ Fort Bliss El Paso 421,000

6/14/1956 1043 9¢ Alamo San Antonio 207,086

11/22/1957 1098 3¢ Whooping Crane Corpus Christi
New Orleans
New York City

280,990

9/16/1962 1202 4¢ Sam Rayburn Bonham 401,042

1/10/1964 1242 5¢ Sam Houston Houston 487,986

5/30/1968 1340 6¢ Hemisfair 1968 San Antonio 469,909

8/2/1971 1434a 8¢ Space Achievement Decade Houston,
Huntsville AL, Kennedy 
Space Center FL

811,560

10/4/1971 1438 8¢ Drug Abuse Dallas 425,330

8/27/1973 1503 8¢ President Lyndon B. Johnson Austin 701,490

5/14/1974 1529 10¢ Skylab Houston 972,326

10/12/1974 1549 10¢ Retarded Children Arlington 412,882

4/8/1981 1594 12¢ Torch definitive Dallas 280,930

2/7/1980 1742a 15¢ Windmills Lubbock 708,411*

4/8/1981 1816 12¢ Torch coil Dallas see #1594

2/22/1985 1869 50¢ Admiral Chester Nimitz Fredericksburg 376,166

5/14/1983 2043 20¢ Physical Fitness Houston 501,336

1/1/1986 2125 5.5¢ Star Route Truck coil Fort Worth 136, 021

10/24/1994 2179 20¢ Virginia Apgar Dallas 28,461

3/2/1986 2204 22¢ Republic of Texas San Antonio 380,450

11/28/1988 2264 20.5¢ Fire Engine coil San Angelo 123,043

6/9/1995 2463 20¢ Cog Railway Dallas 28,883

10/8/1993 2486 29¢ African Violet Beaumont 40,167

(continued on next page)

FIGURE 17 - The 1958 7-cent Jet airmail booket 
was apparently issued in San Antonio due to 
two U.S. Air Force bases being located there.

with no action whatsoever. Meanwhile, 
numerous stamps are issued in Washington,  
D.C. every year, apparently due to a lack of 
volunteers to hold ceremonies elsewhere.

Consequently, philatelic groups should 
take note that many opportunities to host first 
day of issue ceremonies are available. They 
are great attendance boosters, so why not 
consider requesting one during the planning 
stages of that next stamp event? 
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First Days of Issue in Texas (continued from previous page)
Issue Date Scott # Subject First Day Location # Covers 

Serviced*

8/19/1993 2490 29¢ Red Rose Houston 37,916

10/17/1991 2578 29¢ Christmas 1991 Houston ?

4/22/1994 2818 29¢ Buffalo Soldiers Dallas
(pictorial cancels at:
Fort Concho, TX
Fort Leavenworth, KS 
and Huachuca, AZ)

107,223

6/15/1996 2902B (5¢) Butte San Antonio 87400

9/15/1996 2904A (5¢) Mountain San Antonio see 2902B

6/15/1996 2906 (10¢) Auto San Antonio see 2902B

6/15/1996 2910 (15¢) Auto Tail Fin San Antonio see 2902B

6/15/1996 2912A (25¢) Junk Box San Antonio see 2902B

6/15/1996 2915B 32¢ Flag Over Porch San Antonio see 2902B

4/26/1996 2934 32¢ Cal Farley Amarillo 109,440

6/16/1995 2968 32¢ Texas Statehood Sesquicentennial Austin 177,550

4/16/1998 3203 32¢ Cinco de Mayo San Antonio
Mexico City, Mexico

144,443

6/11/1998 3220 32¢ Spanish Settlement of the 
Southwest

Española, NM
(pictorial cancel at El 
Paso) 

122,182
?

4/27/1999 3309 33¢ Cinco de Mayo San Antonio 20,904

5/28/1999 3315 33¢ Prostate Cancer Austin 113,299

10/19/2001 3546 34¢ Thanksgiving Dallas ?

9/13/2002 3661-64 37¢ American Bats Austin ?

9/14/2002 3665-68 37¢ Women in Journalism Fort Worth ?

8/4/2005 3930 37¢ Presidential Library System Austin,
College Station

?
?

5/15/2006 4030 39¢ Katherine Anne Porter Kyle ?

5/25/2006 4031 39¢ Amber Alert Arlington ?

7/31/1958 C51a 7¢ Blue airmail booklet San Antonio 119,769

6/17/1983 C101-104 28¢ Olympic Games San Antonio 901,028

6/11/1988 O138A 15¢ Great Seal Corpus Christi 137,721

6/11/1988 O141 25¢ Great Seal Corpus Christi see O138A

6/30/1976 U574 13¢ American Doctor Dallas ?

6/3/1977 U578 2.1¢ Green bulk-rate envelope Houston 120,280

6/20/1977 UX71 Galveston Federal Court House Galveston 245,535

6/14/1991 UX155 University of Texas Medical Branch at 
Galveston

Galveston 24,308

12/1/1979 UXC18 21¢ Gymnasts Fort Worth ?

3/5/1982 UXC20 28¢ Gliders Houston 106,932

* For se-tenant issues, the number of first day cancels applied includes singles or multiples.
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By Warren Crain

Covers that were aboard the airship 
Hindenburg and survived the inferno 

at Lakehurst, New Jersey in 1937 usually 
sell for $5,000 to $10,000 at auction. But 
you can own one that was on this last flight 
for under $100!

On May 1, 1937, the Hindenburg was 
scheduled to make a short trip to Berlin to 
appear over the Olympia Stadium during a 
Hitler Youth rally at which “der Führer” was 
the principal speaker.

Mail was duly received, canceled, and 
cacheted for this Deutschlandfahrt (Ger-
many Flight).

However, the winds were so turbulent 
that the flight was canceled; the Zeppelin 
Company did not want to risk damaging the 
ship as it was due to embark two days later 
for the start of its second season of North 
Atlantic crossings.

The mail intended for the Germany 

Flight then 
received an 
additional 
rectangular 
red marking 
explaining 
the cancel-
lation of the 
flight.

Since the Hindenburg Company received 
appreciable profits from carrying collectors’ 
covers on its airships, the orphan covers 
were instead ferried a short distance on the 
doomed flight to America.

The Hindenburg’s route to America from 
Frankfurt took it northwest along the Rhine 
River to Holland and the North Sea; almost 
directly on the flight path was Cologne. Ac-
cordingly, the airship departed May 3 and af-
ter traveling less than 100 miles, dropped the 
Germany Flight mail at the Cologne airfield. 
It then proceeded on to Lakehurst, where it 

was destroyed by 
fire during landing 
maneuvers on May 
6, 1937.

So, the cover 
pictured at left did 
fly for short time on 
the Hindenburg’s 
ill-fated 1937 North 
American flight.

If you collect 
covers, one of these 
make a great con-
versation piece.

(Editor’s note: 
A number of these 
Hindenburg covers 
were listed on eBay 
in August 2006 with 
asking prices of 
around  $100.)  

Final Hindenburg covers can be affordable
crain’s corner

This red marking reads “Due 
to cancellation of the Germany 
Flight, released for posting on 
the North American Flight.”

An airship Hindenburg cover franked with Scott #B97-B101 semipostals, 
a May 1, 1937 Germany Flight marking and a subsequent marking noting 
it was carried aboard a different flight, one that ended in disaster.
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GREATER HOUSTON
STAMP SHOW

SEPTEMBER 15-17, 2006
Humble Civic Center

8233 Will Clayton Parkway
Humble, Texas

(Exit U.S. Highway 59 at Will Clayton Parkway and go East)
Friday and Saturday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

F Exhibits F Barbeque Awards Dinner

F 33-Dealer Bourse F USPS Sales Counter

F Beginners Booth F  Special Cancellation

F Prize Drawings F Cacheted Cover

F Sam Houston F  TPA, TPHS and other 

 Philatelics Auction  Society Meetings
For other information, write to Greater Houston Stamp Show, P.O. Box 690042, 

Houston, TX 77269-0452 or visit the offficial website www.houstonphilatelic.org.

The official Show Hotel is the Hampton Inn, located at 20515 Highway 59 North 
(at Will Clayton Parkway) in Humble. A limited number of rooms are available at the 
special stamp show rate of $79.00 per night plus tax for single or double occupancy, 
including a free hot Continental breakfast and shuttle service to and from the airport 
and the show site. Call Julio Mendez at (281) 964-4520 or (281) 446-4800 and mention 
the “Stamp Show Rate” when making reservations.

Sponsored by the Houston Philatelic Society
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NEW MEMBERS
4734 Word, Jr., James - Sanderson, TX
4735 Taylor, Jack R. - Graford, TX
4736 Neill, Robert - Pflugerville, TX
4737 Gibson, Edward G. - Bryan, TX
4738 Moffatt, John E. - Seminole, TX
4739 Kincy, Ray - San Antonio, TX
4740 Arnold, Robert L. - Allen, TX
4741 Wieting, Amy - El Paso, TX
4742 Kempston, Deborah A. - Richardson, TX
4743 Hall, Robert R. - Houston, TX
4744 Hamilton, J. Kent - Dallas, TX
4745 Heiman, John L. - Mesquite, TX
4746 White, Ronald J. - Seabrook, TX
4747 Whitmore, Frank C. - Universal City, TX
4748 Vanderveer, Harry H - Alto, TX
4749 Gentry, Janet L. - Bluff Dale, TX
4750 Gaiser, Terrence A. - Houston, TX
4751 Noack, Travis - Granite Shoals, TX
4752 Hortick, Lonnie - Round Rock, TX
4753 Crissy, Frank N. - Pflugerville, TX
4754 Will, John H. - Burleson, TX
4755 Murphey, JP/Carolyn - College 

Station, TX
4756 Karson, Marvin - League City, TX
4757 Gudzikowski, David M. - San Antonio, 

TX
4758 Lovett, James - Bay City, TX
4759 Burkey, Charles T. - Arlington, TX
4760 Dempsey, Edward - Portland, TX
4761 Buckholz, Ron - Houston, TX
4762 Dailey , Robert F. - Austin, TX
4763 Quinn, William F. - El Paso, TX
4764 Wimberg, Judith A. - Keller, TX
4765 Nibling, Arthur O. - El Paso, TX
4766 Gauntt, Charles J. - Burnet, TX
4767 Tomei, Charles F. - San Angelo, TX
4768 Hill, Russell - Lubbock, TX
4769 Dominguez, Hugo - Mission, TX
4770 Tellier, Leo - Temple, TX
4771 Olivarez, Gerald M. - Corpus Christi, TX
4772 Infante, Isaac - Lamesa, TX

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY
July-August 2006

Membership, June 16 2006  ................. 447
New Members ...................................... +51
New Life Member .................................. +1
Reinstated......... ...................................... +1
Membership, August 17, 2006 ............. 500

Life Chapters .......................................... 10
Life Members ......................................... 56
Regular Chapters/Units .......................... 17
Regular Members ................................. 417
Total Members ..................................... 500

membership report

JOIN US! Membership fees and dues are pro-rata based on the quarter an application 
is received: $12 for January-March; $9 for April-June; $6 for July-

September; $13 for October-December (includes next full year).
Membership applications are available on the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org or by writing 
to: Lyle Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin TX 78739-3005.

4773 Quinn, Tom Q. - Texarkana, TX
4774 Shane, Edwin - Mission, TX
4775 O’Kelley, George - Austin, TX
4776 Beck, Wayne R. - Denison, TX
4777 Ellis, Floyd E. - College Station, TX
4778 Emrick, Bob - Heath, TX
4779 Michael, Generali - McNeil, TX
4780 Caudle, Virginia L. - Katy, TX
4781 Schultz, Harold - El Paso TX
4782 Mongelli, Robert L. - Rockwall, TX
4783 Champange, Larry F. - Dripping 

Springs, TX
4784 Brown, Russell E. - Longview, TX

 NEW LIFE MEMBERS
L-111 Callender, Ardy D. - Houston, TX

REINSTATED
4451 Schlesinger, Ronald A. - San Antonio, 

TX

SPONSOR MEMBERS
4749 Gentry, Janet L.

PATRON MEMBERS
4765 Nibling, Arthur O.
4778 Emrick, Bob

SUSTAINING MEMBERS
4780 Caudle, Virginia L.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS in The Texas Philatelist are accepted on the basis of 10¢ 
per word (minimum 10 words) with name, address, telephone/FAX number and e-mail address 
FREE. Please PRINT or TYPE your ad copy, state the number of times you desire it to run, 
determine the total cost, make the check payable to the “Texas Philatelic Association,” and send 
to The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX  75080-4830.

Classified Emporium

HAVING TROUBLE finding newer used and those 
elusive common stamps? Free lists. Darrell L. George, 
19410 Cantrell Rd., Little Rock AR 72223-4422. Visit 
me on eBay at dlgstamps. (55-5)
ALBANIA, Fifty different, attractive, colorful Albanian 
stamps, $9. One hundred different, only $16. 200 
different $52. Postpaid. Satisfaction guaranteed, 10-
day return privilege! Balkan Philatelics, P.O. Box 696, 
Fritch TX 79036-0696. (55-1)
SPECIAL OFFER to introduce myself. Beautiful 
blue andgold portfolio containing two 1981 Reagan 
inaugural covers for only $7.95. Hardcover portfolio 
with four covers, $15.95. Write for monthly color 
catalog. Doug Alexander, 302 Havner Lane,Houston, 
TX 77037, phone (281) 931-9501, e-mail bookbag@
sbcglobal.net. (54-6)
LARGE INVENTORY of USPS souvenir items, U.S. 
covers, commemorative panels, souvenir pages, and 
historical items. Visit our online store at http://ebay. 
com, username: Plainsmanstamps. 30-year dealer. APS 
member. Plainsman Stamps, e-mail plainsman74@ 
cox.net. (54-6)
ORIGINAL ARTWORK on hand-painted First Day 
Covers. Please e-mail for list of available cachets and 
prices. Currently available issues include Sporty Cars, 
Hattie McDaniel, Crops of Americas, Navajo Jewelry, 
Disney, and others. Bob Emrick. Emrick Cachets. e-mail 
emrickcachets@earthlink.net. (54-6)
APPROVALS of most areas and countries, mint, used 
in 6” x9” books. We aim to please. Robert Hall, 9757 
Tappenbeck Dr., Houston, TX 77055-4101. (54-6)
70 YEARS U.S. stamps, FDCs, memorabilia. 1870-
1950 Europe collection mint stamps. Nine foreign 
albums with 1000+ stamps. Collection of 500+ FDCs, 
first flights and, space covers. Dean Trubee, 1600 N 
Travis, Cameron, TX 76520, phone (254) 697-3472 or 
e-mail chip-o@vvm.com. (54-5)
LOTS OF EXTRA mint and used U.S. stamps. Am 
willing to sell or trade for equal value mint U.S. 
stamps.  Please send want list to receive a quote.  99.9% 
satisfaction. Charles Cauley, 2208 Lear Ln., Austin, TX 
78745, phone (512) 442-1060. (54-5)

SCOTT INTERNATIONAL pages for Volume 1A1. 
Complete set with U.S. pages needed. Unused pages 
preferred. Will consider volume with stamps. J. Dale 
Shively, 106 Lazy Ln, San Marcos, TX 78666. e-mail 
dale.shively@tpwd.state.tx.us. (54-6)

INTERESTED in anything to do with large format 
French art (“tableaux”) stamps, especially imperfs, 
proofs, documents philatéliques, etc. William W. 
Kibler, 2301 Forest Bend Dr., Austin, TX 78704. e-mail 
wkibler@ mail.utexas.edu. (54-6)

SEEKING long standing APS members to offer advice 
on disbanding collection of cheaper world stamps, 
primarily British Colonies, and value thereof. Jack R. 
Taylor, 1004 Standing Cypress, Graford, TX 76449, 
phone (940) 779-2017, fax (940) 779-2171. (54-6)

USA SHANGHAI OVERPRINTS. Must be lightly 
canceled, exceptionally well centered, and without 
flaws. Martin Shelton. Phone (512) 864-7700. (54-5)

CLASSIC MEXICO stamps and covers. 20 years 
experience, APS and MEPSI member. Selling and 
buying. George Leverant, 10206 Kings Grant Dr., San 
Antonio, TX 78230, phone (210) 349-8460 or e-mail 
gleverant@satx.rr.com. (54-5)

COLLECT FOOTBALL PROGRAMS? 25 college 
programs for just $20.00. All different, many Texas 
schools. Will also trade for mint U.S.  Ross Lynn Leone, 
3122 Still Meadow Rd., Seguin, TX 78155, phone (512) 
787-5518 or e-mail rlynnleone@yahoo.com. (54-5)

Let the new 

Classified Emporium 
work for you!

Place your ad today!
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30+ YEAR MEMBER of APS and China Stamp 
Society desires to start all over after Hurricane Katrina 
destroyed world-class China collection. Now in Austin 
area. Ed Bohannon, (512) 943-3413. (54-6)

BUY, SELL, TRADE AND APPRAISE. U.S. stamps 
and supplies. Shop located at 512 S. Main in Calvert, 
TX.  Call (979) 324-0074, fax (979) 828-1118 or 
e-mail shoestringstamps@hughes.net. Shoestring 
Stamps & Collectibles, P.O. Box 333, Wheelock, TX 
77882. (54-5)

TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY offers two 
meetings a year in Dallas and Houston. Contact Lyle Board-
man, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin TX 78739-3005.  (54-5).

GENERAL COLLECTORS, CLUB OFFICERS: 
O.P.S. sales circuits now available to TPA members and 
chapters without O.P.S. membership. U.S./worldwide 
selections, postage rebates, profit sharing. Details from 
Sales Manager: Gil Weisser, P.O. Box 2179, Muskogee 
OK 74402, phone (918) 683-6897, e-mail gweisser@
cox.com. (54-5)

WANT TO SELL your stamps on eBay? I can 
help. Almost 3,000 positive feedbacks with 100% 
satisfaction. E-mail me at mccul@ktc.com. Robert 
McCulley, Kerrville TX, (830) 257-2097. (54-5)

DONATIONS NEEDED: Beginner’s Booth for 
Greater Houston Stamp Show. Need stamps, covers, 
catalogues and albums! All donations acknowledged in 
writing. Houston Philatelic Society Show Committee, 
c/o Jonathan Topper, PMB 237, 8524 Highway 6 N.,
Houston TX 77095, e-mail jctopper@yahoo.com. (54-5)

SEVERAL MNH U.S. needed to complete books.  
Have large quantity MNH from Scott #2500 to present 
to trade quid pro quo. Contact ret_jom@shsu.edu for 
more information. (54-5)

Classified
Emporium

OPS Sales Department
(continued from page 3)

for no postage costs.
 Postage Rebate - When a club or indi-

vidual purchases $30 or more from a single 
circuit, they get a postage rebate, meaning 
they can deduct $5 from their purchase total 
to offset postage costs, even if no postage 
costs were incurred because the circuit was 
hand-carried to the next collector or club.

 Profit Sharing - Each year that the 
Sales Division increases its net worth by a 
fixed dollar amount, buyers, sellers, and the 
manager get a reward. Buyers get credits for 
each increment of $50 purchased at one time 
from a circuit during the year. Sellers see 
their commission drop one or two percent, 
and the manager gets a one or two percent 
bonus. For the year 2000, a huge gain in 
net worth resulted in 13 of 17 participating 
clubs and several individuals getting credits 
on future purchases totaling $755.

 Blank Books - Two sizes are offered at 
50 cents each, small measuring 5½” x 8½” 
and large measuring 8” x 10.” Mailing ups 
the cost to perhaps 75 or 80 cents each for 
small quantities.

 Seller’s Costs - The postage and insur-
ance cost of mailing new books to the Sales 
Division is borne by the seller. However, no 
sales tax is charged, nor are there any other 
insurance fees.

This program is expected be a winner 
for both groups, enabling the TPA to provide 
another benefit to its members and allowing 
the OPS greater returns on a program that is 
time-consuming to administer.

In last year’s TPA membership survey, 
numerous TPAers said they wanted sales 
circuits. Participation is the key to success 
of this program, so it’s time for all the sales 
circuit advocates to take advantage of the 
Sales Division’s “test drive” promotion.

For further information, call Gil Weisser 
at (918) 683-6897 or e-mail him at gweiss-
er@cox.net. 

GERMANY and related areas. Collector paying 40% of 
2006 Scott value for varieties (gum, color, perforation, 
printing, etc.). Packets, stock books, accumulations 
welcome. Member APS, GPS. Retired professor. 
Charles Gauntt. 325 Thomas Ridge Rd., Burnet, TX 
78611-5428, phone (512) 756-2810. (54-6)
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Note: Check with chapters for meeting changes and cancellations during holiday periods.
AUSTIN-TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #16, 10101 
Hillside North, Austin TX, 78736-7612; meets 1st Tues. 
7:30 PM, Howson Branch Library, 2500 Exposition 
Blvd., Austin; 3rd Tues. 7:30 PM, South Austin Senior 
Activities Center, 3911 Manchaca Rd., Austin.

BLUEBONNET PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH#8; 
1821 Thurman, Kerrville TX 78028-2536; meets 1st 
Thurs., 7:00 PM, Dietert Senior Center, 617 Jefferson 
St., Kerrville.

COLLECTORS CLUB OF DALLAS, L Unit #4, 2206 
Sutton Pl., Richardson TX 75080-2543; membership 
by invitation only.

CROATIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY, Unit #2, P.O. Box 
696, Fritch TX 79036-0696.

DALLAS-PARK CITIES PHILATELIC SOCIETY, 
CH #40, 314 Allegheny Trl., Garland TX 75043-5659; 
meets 2nd and 4th Weds., 7:30 PM, Northway Christian 
Church, 7202 W. Northwest Hwy, Dallas.

EL PASO PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH #7, 2990 
Trawood Dr. Apt. 11F, El Paso TX 79936-4233, meets 
2nd Tues., 7:30 PM, Saint Clements Episcopal Church, 
810 N. Campbell St., El Paso.

FRED C. SAWYER CHAPTER #56 AMERICAN FIRST 
DAY COVER SOCIETY, Unit #6, 201 Willow Creek 
Circle. Allen TX. Meets monthly (except July and 
August) at the University of Texas-Dallas, Richardson, 
TX. Call 972-727-1381 for meetings dates and times.

HEART OF TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #59, 1700 Plum 
Cir., Waco TX 76706-1629; meets lst Thurs., 7:00 PM, 
Wiethorn Visitor’s Center, S. University Parks Dr. across 
from Baylor University Marina, Waco.

HOUSTON PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #22, PMB 
237, 8524 Hwy. 6 N., Houston TX 77095-2103; meets 
1st & 3rd Mon., 7:30 PM, Recreation Center, Central 
Presbyterian Church, 3788 Richmond Ave., Houston.

LYNDON B. JOHNSON SPACE CENTER STAMP 
CLUB, LCH #9, P.O. Box 58247, Houston TX 
77258-8247; meets 2nd & 4th Mon., 7:00 PM, Gilruth 
Recreation Center, Johnson Space Center, Gate #5 off 
Space Center Blvd., Clear Lake City.

LONE STAR CHAPTER, Éire Philatelic Association 
International, Unit #32, 14302 Oak Shadow, San Antonio 
TX 78232-4441; meets 2nd Sat. 2:00 PM, member’s 
homes.

MAGIC VALLEY STAMP CLUB. CH #56, 2014 E. 
Bowie Ave., Harlingen TX 78550-5164; meets 4th 
Tues., (except June, July, August) 7:00 PM, Camelot 
Retirement Center Headquarters, 1000 Camelot Dr., 
Harlingen.

MID-CITIES STAMP CLUB. CH #53, P.O. Box 2158, 
Arlington TX 760042158; meets lst Wed., 7:30 PM, 
Bob Duncan Community Center, 2800 S. Center St., 
Arlington; 3rd Wed., 7:30 PM (check www.midcities 
stampclub.com for location), Irving; 4th Tues., 7:00 
PM, Studio at Tarleton State Langdon Center, 308 Pearl 
St., Granbury.

NACOGDOCHES STAMP CLUB, CH #31, P.O. Box 
630247, Nacogdoches TX 77963-0247; meets 2nd 
Thurs., 7:00 PM, Westminster Presbyterian Church, 903 
North St., Nacogdoches.

NORTH TEXAS CHAPTER, China Stamp Society, Unit 
#5, 14937 Lacehaven Dr., Dallas TX 75248; meets last 
Sun., 1:00 PM, Oriental Lite Cafe, 14925 Midway Rd., 
Ste. 102, Dallas.

OKLAHOMA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. CH #61, P.O. 
Box 700334, Tulsa OK  74170-0334

PANTHER CITY PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH #1, 820 
Rockledge Dr., Saginaw TX 76179-2034; chapter is not 
currently meeting.

PARIS STAMP CLUB. CH #67, P.O. Box 181, Paris TX 
75461; meets 3rd Mon., 7:00 PM, Calvary Methodist 
Church, 3105 Lamar Ave., Paris.

PRAIRIE BEAVER REGIONAL GROUP, British North 
America Philatelic Society Ltd., Unit #1, 501 Fairview 
Ave., College Station TX 77840-2933.

RED RIVER STAMP SOCIETY, CH #58, P.O. Box 3352, 
Shreveport LA 71133-3352; meets 1st Wed., 7:30 PM, 
Aulds South Bossier Branch Library, 3950 Wayne Ave., 
Bossier City.

SAN ANTONIO PHILATELIC ASSN., LCH #3, 514 
Santa Monica, San Antonio TX 78212-1838; meets every 
Fri., 7:30 PM, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 514 Santa 
Monica, San Antonio.

SEAGULL STAMP CLUB, LCH # 11, P.O. Box 30574, 
Corpus Christi TX 78463-0574; meets 2nd Weds., 7:00 
PM, Main Library, 805 Comanche St., Corpus Christi.

SOUTH PLAINS STAMP CLUB, CH #36, P.O. Box 
68154, Lubbock TX 79414-8154; meets 4th Tues. (2nd 
Tues. in Nov. and Dec.), 7:30 PM, Municipal Garden & 
Arts Center, 4215 S. University Ave, Lubbock.

TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY, Unit #3, 3916 
Wyldwood Rd., Austin TX 78739-3005.

TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB, LCH #10, 4113 Paint 
Rock Dr., Austin TX 78731-1320; meets biannually in 
various cities.

TEXOMA STAMP CLUB. CH #64, 411 W. Reiman 
St., Seymour TX 76380-2439; meets 2nd Thurs. and 
4th Tues., 7:00 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd., 
Wichita Falls.

TWIN LAKES COIN AND STAMP CLUB, CH #66, 
906 Nola Ruth Blvd., Harker Heights TX 76548-1540; 
meets last Tues., 6:30 PM, Harker Heights Library, 901 
S. Ann Blvd., Harker Heights.

WICHITA FALLS COIN & STAMP CLUB, LCH #5, 
411 W. Reiman St., Seymour TX 76380-2439; meets 
4th Thurs., 7:30 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd., 
Wichita Falls.

chapter meetings



An Open Letter to the TPA Membership
Congratulations to the Texas Philatelic Association, its Officers, 
Board of Directors, Journal Editor and Members for staying the 
course for more than 110 years now.

Our thanks to Jane King Fohn for outstanding service as editor of 
The Texas Philatelist for two decades. That’s dedication! In ad-
dition, Jane started the TPA Youth Holiday Stamp Design Contest 
and continues to run it.

Our thanks to our journal editor, Doug Moss, for publishing some 
outstanding color issues of The Texas Philatelist.

Our thanks to our president, Arthur P. von Reyn for agreeing to 
lead us over the next two years, initiate new programs, and assist 
our editor in preparing the journal.

Our thanks to Norman Cohen, owner of Adventure Graphics in 
Dallas, for printing our journal for a very low rate.

Our thanks to Gordon Bleuler for donating $500 to the TPA Foun-
dation.  

Finally, our thanks to our members who write articles for The Tex-
as Philatelist and those that help the TPA in many other ways.

Now, for those of you who are financially able, it would help the TPA 
tremendously if you would make a donation, no matter how small.  Ad-
ditional funds are needed to help defray the cost of sending out sample 
copies of our journal to American Philatelic Society members and other 
collectors who are not yet members of the TPA. More members will make 
the TPA a stronger organization and keep our dues low. Donations to the 
TPA for use in soliciting members are NOT tax deductible. However, if 
you do need a deduction, you can choose to make donations to the TPA 
Foundation to support our educational and philanthropic programs.

I am proud to be a member of the TPA.

 Friendship through Philately,

 Warren H. Crain,
 San Antonio, Texas



www.texasphilatelic.org
OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE TEXAS PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION

NEW WEBSITE INTERACTIVE CAPABILITY !
• Apply for Membership

• Update Your Member Information
• Get Answers to Philatelic Questions

• Submit Information on Club and Society
Activities, Stamp Shows and Philatelic Events

COMING SOON !
Easy Submission of “Classified Bourse”

Ads and Auction Lot Descriptions 
VISIT US FOR TPA INFORMATION !

• Recent News
• Information about Benefits and Programs

• Meeting Minutes
• Constitution and Bylaws

• Electronic Editions of The Texas Philatelist
USE OUR RESOURCES !

• Texas Stamp Club and Society Listings
• Updated Calendar of Philatelic Events
• Links to Popular Collector Websites

• Historical U.S. Postal Rates Table
• U.S. New Issues Calendar

• U.S. Stamp Issues by Catalogue Number
• News of General Philatelic Interest

Resources are available to all users. Visit soon!


