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president’s message

By Arthur P. von Reyn
The American Philatelic Society (APS) will hold Ameristamp Expo, its annual winter 

meeting and exhibition, in Arlington, Texas in 2009. The show, scheduled for February 20-22, 
was originally planned for Nashville, Tennessee. However, hotel rates acceptable to the APS 
could not be negotiated. The national stamp society’s board of directors originally selected 
the Texas city for 2010 during an August 23 session at Stampshow 2006, its annual summer 
show. However, Arlington was authorized as an alternative if the Nashville location didn’t 
work out. Ameristamp Expo 2009 may significantly impact TEXPEX, the annual statewide 
show; the latter is scheduled down the road in Dallas less than two months later.

DIRECTORIES AND DUES NOTICES SENT OUT
Our 2006-2007 Membership Directory was sent out at the end of October along with 

your dues notice. If you requested a listing, or were listed in previous edition and did not 
“opt out,” then you were mailed a copy. Otherwise, you should not have received one, only 
a dues notice.

If you have not already paid your 2007 dues, I hope you will do so promptly. We have 
two inducements for you to pay by December 31, a two-dollar discount off the regular $12 
rate and a free classified bourse ad (see next page). Our dues have not changed in years, so 
a generous donation to the TPA foundation would be greatly appreciated.

Please note that our treasurer, Lyle Boardman, receives no compensation, so it’s certainly 
an extra burden on him to send out scores of follow-up dues notices, which happens all too 
often. If you do not wish to renew your membership, please inform him of your decision 
by mail or e-mail so he will not continue to pester you about this matter.

APS OFFERS NEW MEMBER SPECIAL
The American Philatelic Society provided us with their mailing list for our recent mem-

bership drive, so now it’s time to return the favor by plugging their new member special. 
Collectors applying for APS membership in November need pay only $19. This saves you 
$12.25 and provides a 14-month membership. The membership includes a subscription to 
The American Philatelist, their 100-page monthly magazine. If you have been waiting to 
join this great national stamp group, now is the time!

A special membership application can be downloaded from the APS website www.
stamps.org. This offer expires at the end of November, so take advantage of it now!

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2007
We’ve made solid progress in building the TPA during 2006; I look forward to more 

of the same next year. At the top of the agenda is bringing you an auction. In last year’s 
membership survey, many of you ranked that activity as the number one new benefit you 
would like to see. Also on the drawing board are further refinements to your journal and 
website beginning in January.

Thanks to all of you for your hard work during 2006 and let’s make 2007 the best year 
yet for our Association!

In Philatelic Friendship,

Arthur P. von Reyn 

Ameristamp Expo coming to Arlington in 2009
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Yes! I have paid my 2007 dues. Here is my free “Classified Bourse” ad of up to 30 words 
(name, address, phone, FAX and e-mail do not count towards the 30 words): 

Name Telephone

Address FAX

City  State ZIP

E-mail 

The Texas Philatelist
Editor
305 Saint Lukes Dr.
Richardson TX  75080-4830

Free to TPA Members!
“Classified Bourse” Ad in

The Texas PhilaTelisT
and on

www.texasphilatelic.org
Members who pay their 2007 dues by December 31, 2006 are eligible to receive one 
free 30-word ad for two issues of The Texas Philatelist and for four months on our 
website www.texasphilatelic.org. Ads will run on a space-available basis beginning 
in 2007. You may submit your ad in one of three ways:

(1) complete and mail the form below (or a photo copy thereof).
(2) write the information on a blank sheet of paper in the format of the form 

below and mail.
(3) use the form on our website www.texasphilatelic.org.

Submit your ad on our website
www.texasphilatelic.org or mail it to:





�   The Texas PhilaTelisT   November-December 2006

A collector in Maryland sent me a letter 
and asked if I could provide any information 
on a first day cover produced for the Davy 
Crockett stamp issued August 17, 1967.

 The cachet was done by a group or 
commercial entity called the Texas Stamp 
Exchange; it is listed as a first cachet.

None of the members of our Fred C. 
Sawyer North Texas Chapter 56 of the 
American First Day Cover Society could 
provide any information.

your letters
Information wanted on Davy Crockett cover

Do any members of the TPA have any 
information on this first day cover? 

Paul H. Benson
paulhbenson@aol.com
(Letters may be sent to: TP Editor, 305 

Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-
4830, e-mail: tpeditor@sbcglobal.net)

PO Box 8789
The Woodlands, TX  77387-8789

(281) 362-0430

Pugh Cachets
Individually Handpainted FDC’s
for every new issue of the USPS

On page 16 of the September/October 
edition of The Texas Philatelist, the final 
word was omitted from the heading for the 
story on the 2006 Mid-Cities Stamp Expo. 
The heading should have read: “Mid-Cities 
Stamp Expo cachet to benefit charity.”

Also, the Davy Crockett issue (Scott 
#1330) was inadvertently deleted from the 
first day of issue listing on page 37. The stamp 
was issued on August 17, 1967 in San Antonio 
with 462,291 first day cancels applied.

Corrections, Clarifications

STAMP COLLECTIONS WANTED
I am always interested in buying collections and estates 
of United States and Foreign Stamps and Covers. For 
larger collections, I will visit you. I can offer many years 
of experience as a professional stamp dealer in Texas (call

for  a  f ree copy of  my book 
Fifty Years of Texas Philately). 
You will find that I treat both you 
and your stamps with the respect and 
courtesy you deserve.

FROM JUNE-OCTOBER
Contact me on Cape Cod:

P.O. Box 2836
Orleans, MA 02653

Phone (508) 240-2683

Charles Deaton
P.O. Box 340550
Austin, TX 78734

Phone (713) 927-9948
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TPA AND OPS MEMBERS
MUST BE IN GOOD STANDING

TO PARTICIPATE

Yes, I want to participate in the Oklahoma Philatelic Society Sales Division!
Check one: 	I’m convinced, place me on a circuit right away!

	I need more details. Please send more information to me as soon 
as possible.*

	I want to sell stamps. A check is enclosed for  blank books 
at 75¢ each (price includes postage). 

Name

Address Apt.

City State Zip 

Home Phone ( )  TPA or  OPS Number
Send to: OPS Sales Division 
 P.O. Box 2179
 Muskogee OK 74402-2179

Get your circuit on the way even faster by signing up at 
www.texasphilatelic.org. Just click on the OPS icon!

 TPA members can now 
buy and sell in the OPS 
Sales Division; OPS mem-
bership is not required for 
TPA members.

 Circuits are designed for 
the general collector.

	Profit	sharing.
 Postage rebates.
 Collector and chapter 

circuits available.

IDEAL FOR
GENERAL

COLLECTORS !

Oklahoma Philatelic Society
Circuits Available to TPA Members!
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editor’s notes

By Douglas Moss
This is the last issue of the journal for 2006, so I feel the need to reflect back on the phila-

telic year and then share with you my expectations for 2007. For me this has been a good 
philatelic year. A number of things have happened to make it so:

Stamp Shows: This was the year for the once-in-a-decade international stamp show 
held in America. Although I did not get to go to Washington 2006 as planned, I was able 
to share the experiences of others through the philatelic news outlets. And to be honest, I 
thought that the best review of Washington 2006 was by Lyle Boardman, who wrote a great 
article about his adventures in D.C. in the July/August issue of The Texas Philatelist. Go 
back and take a look at that issue; I felt like I was there with Lyle. Thanks, Lyle!

As for local shows, I was able to attend TEXPEX 2006 and the Greater Houston Stamp 
Show 2006. At TEXPEX, I had the chance to see the Jenny Invert in person. I never thought 
I would ever get to see this famous rarity up close. Thanks to the Southwest Philatelic 
Foundation and Shreves Philatelic Galleries, Inc. for making it available for viewing at 
TEXPEX.

The Greater Houston Stamp Show was 
also a fun event, well organized by the very 
friendly Houston Philatelic Society. There 
I got to meet many TPA members. I look 
forward to attending the Houston show again 
next year.

Finally, I’m planning a visit to the 2006 
Mid-Cities Expo. I attended this event last 
year and expect the same great things this 
time around. For the second year in a row, I 
expect to attend all three big Texas shows.

USPS Stamp Program: Now I realize that some may disagree with me —especially 
those who only collect mint U.S.—but the U.S. Postal Service gave collectors a fine 
selection of stamps this year. Yes, there were a lot of stamps, but they presented us with 
many opportunities to enhance our collections. Some of the stamps I have enjoyed this year 
are the D.C. Comics Superheroes, the Wonders of America, and the Baseball Sluggers. I am 
almost finished putting together a complete used set of the Superheroes. Next I will work 
on the Wonders of America, which will be much more difficult. Will it be a challenge to 
find a non-philatelic usage of the Distinguished American Diplomats on cover? How about 
one of the three stamps from the Washington 2006 World Philatelic Exhibition $8 souvenir 
sheet? How many Mickey Mantle covers can you put together? Thanks to the USPS for 
making this an interesting year.

The Journal: This year The Texas Philatelist went to a new format. I think everyone 
enjoys the new colorful look. We have had many interesting articles this year that have taken 
advantage of the color printing. The Charles Deaton article about early Texas cachet makers 
(September/October), Arthur von Reyn’s article about the Face on Mars stamp (May/June), 
Lyle Boardman’s already mentioned Washington 2006 article, and Jane Fohn’s Youth Holiday 
Stamp Design Contest article (this issue) were all very colorful and informative. Thanks 

Looking back on a great philatelic year

Forcheimer ‘06 Committee
The 2006 Forcheimer Philatelic 

Literature Award Committee for 2006 has 
been formed. Denise Stotts will chair the 
committee with Larry Ballantyne and Ron 
Strawser as committee members.

The Forcheimer Philatelic Literature 
Award is given each year to the best 
article published in The Texas Philatelist. 
The winner will be announced at TEXPEX 
2007. 
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U.S. & Foreign Stamps & Covers
• Hawaii Specialized • U.S. & U.S. Possessions
• Pioneer Flights Worldwide • Tonga Tin Can Mail
• Rocket Mail • Patriotics
• Specialized “SCADTA” Stamps & Covers • U.S. First Days
• Zeppelin Covers of the World • Worldwide Souvenir Sheets

MUCH MORE,  PLEASE ASK
Warren H. Crain

P.O. Box 5954 • San Antonio, TX  78201 • (210) 344-0303

to all who have contributed to the journal this year. And I must thank Arthur von Reyn for 
his expert assistance given to me in moving to the new format. Also a very big thank you 
to Norman Cohen, who prints the journal for the TPA at Adventure Graphics in Dallas. I 
believe that the new feel of the journal is a major factor in pushing the TPA membership 
over 500 members this year!

To keep the momentum going in 2007, I ask you to write an article for the Texas 
Philatelist next year. It would be great if I had 500 articles to choose from in 2007! But 
really, share with the rest of the readers of this journal your love of this great hobby. There is 
certainly one or more items in your collection that you know better than anyone else. It could 
be a cover, a series of stamps, or an interesting story behind a piece that might otherwise 
be rather mundane. By writing an article for the journal, you can help the TPA membership 
continue to grow and enhance your own enjoyment of the hobby. So, share that passion 
with the rest of the TPA membership! And who knows, maybe you may be the recipient of 
the 2007 Forcheimer Literature Award!

Have a safe and joyous holiday season and a Happy New Year! 
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Texas stamp designer recounts his work
By Douglas Moss

It is interesting how letting your friends 
know that you are a philatelist can some-

times lead to a big philatelic adventure. A 
friend of mine, who knew I collected stamps, 
recently told me that he had a neighbor living 
down the street who was a postage stamp 
designer!

I immediately quizzed him about his 
neighbor and my friend produced some 
autographed covers of the 1986 Republic of 
Texas Sesquicentennial stamp (Scott 2204). 
What a lucky day this was for me! A stamp 
designer living in the same city as me, and 
the stamp he designed was important to me, 
collectors in Texas and Texas postal history! 
My friend put me in touch with Don Adair. 
In August, Don graciously sat down with me 
for an interview.

Doug Moss, Texas Philatelist Editor: 
How did your design get chosen as the Re-
public of Texas Sesquicentennial stamp?

Don Adair: First of all, it was a relatively 
new thing at the time. Normally when the 
Postal Service issues a stamp design, they do 
not have a competition. They have a pool of 
designers with art work samples with whom 
they are familiar with. They normally just 
pick a person out of the pool to design the 
stamp. For this particular one, they decided 
to have a national competition. They did not 
find anything at all they liked out of that. So 
they decided to narrow the competition to 
ten different designers. My twin brother and 
I were chosen for this pool. Ron had already 
designed a few stamps.

Editor: What stamps did he design?
Adair: At that time he had done the Ev-

erett Dirksen stamp. He had also designed 
the John Hanson stamp. I am not sure if there 
were more at that time. I know there have 
been more since then. Ron was already in 
the stamp design business. We had worked 
together, and had an office together. When 
the Texas stamp came up, the stamp director 

at the USPS knew that Ron and I worked 
together, so he said to Ron, “Hey, let’s have 
your brother join too.” I was the only non- 
stamp designer, I was a professional, but I 
had never designed a stamp. 

Editor: How did you set about designing 
this stamp?

Don Adair: I was kind of a rookie, and 
the other guys had been on the team for a 
while. So they asked us to submit three dif-
ferent ideas, three different concepts apiece. 
They gave us a long list of things they didn’t 
want on the stamp. They did not want the 
stamp to be like the centennial stamp. They 
did not want the Alamo on it. They didn’t 
want Sam Houston, they didn’t want Stephen 
F. Austin, they didn’t want bluebonnets, 
Davy Crockett, Travis, armadillos. They did 
not want the clichés that you think of with 
Texas. We were locked in by these prohibi-
tions of things they did not want.

Editor: When did you first start work-
ing on the stamp? The stamp was issued in 
1986.

Adair: We started work sometime in 
February of 1985. Ron and I were very open 

The original artwork Don Adair sent to the 
USPS was a rich watercolor, at right. When the 
stamp was unveiled, at left, designer Don Adair 
found that the USPS production team had made 
changes, including flattening the color.

(Watercolor Image courtesy of Don Adair)
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with our designs. It was interesting 
because many people asked if we 
were secretive since we were in 
competition. This was the first time 
we directly competed for a job. It 
was fun, I would bounce ideas off 
him, he would bounce ideas off me. 
We were not trying to protect our 
creativity. It was a fun time.

So, I came up with a design of a 
flag with a spur on it. It was one of 
three comps [compositions] I had 
submitted. A number of weeks later 
I got this call back from the USPS 
and they asked if the spur on the 
flag was [Antonio Lopez de]Santa 
Anna’s spur. I told them no, it was 
a generic spur. They said thank 
you, and hung up. I thought it was 
one of the strangest calls I had ever 
received.

They called back a couple of 
weeks later and said that some 
may think it was Santa Anna’s 
spur. They said they liked the flag. 
So they asked that I do two more 
comps, use the flag design on both. 
Keep the flag like it was. But use 
the Alamo on one and Sam Houston 
on the other comp. Those were two of the 
things they did not originally want on the 
design! So they back tracked. I did it and 
sent them in.

I am not sure how many weeks it was 
later, but they called back and congratulated 
me, saying I had won the competition. I asked 
them if it was going to be Sam Houston or the 
Alamo on this thing? And they said they were 
going back to the spur, and not only that, they 
wanted it to be Santa Anna’s spur!

Editor: I never knew that it was the spur 
of Santa Anna.

Adair: I went down to the Dallas His-
torical Society at Fair Park where they have 
the actual spurs that Santa Anna handed to 
Sam Houston. I handled the spurs and took 
a photographic reference. The only thing 

I did not include in the final design was a 
small chain and some fine engraving on the 
spur. Obviously the engraving would have 
been too small to see on the stamp. So the 
spur that Santa Anna used was very close to 
my original design. That was a pretty good 
story. It was a fun project.

Editor: Did you get to participate in any 
of the first day ceremonies?

Adair: That was one of the neat things 
about [this project]. When you design a 
stamp, you are invited to the first day cer-
emonies. For this stamp, the [official first 
day] ceremony was just north of the Alamo. 
There were actually two Sesquicentennial 
celebrations going on that day that I had 
interest in attending. One was at the Hall of 
State [at Fair Park] in Dallas [in the after-

Vice President George Bush attended an afternoon 
dedication ceremony for the Texas Sesquicentennial 
stamp, which was held at the Hall of State at Dallas’ 
Fair Park. Don Adair requested and received the large 
reproduction of the stamp shown in this photograph.
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This is the inside of the official first day cover ceremony program with the signatures of Don Adair 
and other dignitaries attending the March 2, 1986 dedication of the sesquicentennial stamp. 

noon] with Vice President Bush unveiling 
the stamp in front of 50,000 people. They 
[the Texas Sesquicentennial Committee] 
invited me out, but I was honor bound to go 
to the ceremony in San Antonio. That morn-
ing the Vice President was in San Antonio 
[before attending the Dallas ceremony that 
afternoon]. I had talked with my twin brother 
Ron about him staying, pretending he was 
me here in San Antonio, and I would fly back 
on Air Force Two with the Vice President for 
the larger event in Dallas. But that was all fun 
and conjecture, we really never tried to pull 
it off it. But the San Antonio ceremony was 
a neat event. James Michener was supposed 
to talk as the keynote speaker, but he could 
not be there because of heart surgery he had 
a few weeks earlier. Mayor Henry Cisneros 
was there at the ceremony, along with the 
San Antonio postmaster. I really enjoyed that 
time at the ceremony and hung around after 
the ceremony. I stayed and signed things.

Editor: A lot of people reading this in-
terview were probably present at that event 
20 years ago. 

Adair: I really enjoyed meeting people 
at the ceremony. I think one of the neat-
est things about doing the Texas stamp is 
that I have had opportunities from time to 
time to meet with philatelic organizations. 
I have met some wonderful people in that 
field. It has been a real pleasure to talk to 
these people; the publicity that the stamp 
generated was phenomenal. Ron and I are 
the only identical twins to have designed 
stamps. Fathers and sons, brothers, mother 
and daughters have designed stamps. But 
we are the only identical twins. We talked 
to Paul Harvey, CNN; there was an onrush 
from the media about the stamp. 

Editor: You mentioned you also de-
signed a postal card?

Adair: I had a call from an art di-
rector from the USPS. The art director 
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was in charge of the 
design of the “Old 
Red Building” of the 
University of Texas 
Medical Branch. This 
building is one of the 
first large buildings 
that had been built 
in the area. And it 
was one of the few 
that had survived the 
great hurricane at the 
turn of the century. 
They wanted me to 
do a rendering of the 
building because it 
was an unusual color. 
I later realized that 
my great-grandfather 
had studied medicine 
at that building. 

Editor: They directly commissioned you 
to do this postal card?

Adair: So I traveled to Galveston, took 
photos and paint samples. I submitted three 
different pencil sketches of the building 
from three different view points. One of the 
neat things about being a stamp designer 
is that it opens you up to a select field for 
other philatelic work. My brother Ron and 
I were commissioned to do 200 paintings 
on the history of America for the Postal 

Commemorative Society. It was a four year 
project where I painted 100 scenes and he 
painted 100. These paintings were used on 
philatelic covers with commemorative post-
marks. I have done a lot of work for them 
and so has my brother.

Of all of the commissions of artwork 
I have done, the Texas stamp has been the 
most important. When I was a child my 
father took me to Bracketville the day after 
they finished filming the John Wayne Alamo 

movie. Ever since, I have 
loved all things Texas. 
The chance to do the Ses-
quicentennial stamp has 
been special.

(Editor’s Note: Over 
the last twenty years Don 
Adair has talked to many 
philatelic organizations. 
At my invitation he spoke 
at the Dallas-Park Cities 
Philatelic Society meet-
ing in October. For more 
information, visit www.
don-adair.com.) 

Ron Adair and his twin brother Don were featured in an article that ran in the 
Dallas Morning News on March 2, 1986, the issue date for the Republic of 
Texas sesquicentennial stamp. Although related artists have occasionally 
seen their work make it into postage, they are the only identical twins to 
have each designed stamps for the U.S. Postal Service.

One of Don Adair’s designs appears on a 1991 postal card issued 
for the 100th anniversary of the University of Texas Medical Branch 
in Galveston, Texas.
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By Jane King Fohn

Giant Texas congratulations to the young-
sters who placed in the 2006 TPA Youth 

Holiday Stamp Design Contest! Great work 
to all the 148 entrants! The Texas Philatelic 
Association Foundation sponsored this eigh-
teenth annual event. 

Each entrant was asked to draw a stamp 
design combining a philatelic and a holiday 
theme for Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, 
Ramadan or the holiday that the youngster’s 
family recognizes. 

Members of the San Antonio Philatelic 
Association voted for the contest winners. 
The entries were divided into four age 
groups—6-8 years, 9 years, 10 
years, and 11-15 years.

Seven-year old Haley Grable 
of Manhattan, Kansas captured 
first place in this year’s TPA 
Youth Holiday Stamp Design 
Contest (formerly known as the 
TPA Youth Cover Contest). Her 
artwork is on the cover of this 
issue of The Texas Philatelist. 
Haley’s drawing is of  “Santa 
delivering presents.” She wins 
the H.E. Harris Traveler Stamp 
Album that includes spaces for 
worldwide and United States 

stamps, a little cash, stamps, and supplies. 
Her collecting preferences are famous 
Americans and United States flags. 

Youngsters winning first place in each 
age division receive a philatelic fun packet 
plus a little stamp money. Each junior 
winning second and third places, tying for 
places, and honorable mentions are sent a 
packet of surprises. All winners’ artwork is 
featured within this Philatelist.

Age Group: 6-8 Years
Placing first in the 6-8 year group is 

Christopher Moore (Figure 1), a 7½ -year 
old from Brooklyn, New York. His draw-

Annual stamp design contest attracts 148 entrants

Figure 2 -
Joaquin 
Mendez. Jr., 

Figure 3 - Ebony 
Salazaar, Age 6

AGE
GROUP

6-8 

Figure 1 - Christopher 
Moore, Age 7½.
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ing, Christmas Joy, is “about an 
elf, candy canes, etc., which are 
things I like.” Christopher’s col-
lecting interests are trains, birds, 
animals, and space.

Joaquin Mendez, Jr. (Figure 
2), a 6-year old from Houston, 
Texas, takes second place with 
Christmas artwork. 

In third place is Ebony Sala-
zar (Figure 3), age 6 of Hous-
ton, who says that Christmas is 
mysterious. 

Age Group: 9 Years
First place in the 9-year old 

group goes to Pilar Brooks (Fig-
ure 4) of Winter Park, Florida. 
Pilar’s artwork is “a picture of 
kittens getting into mischief on 
Christmas, getting into presents 
and climbing the tree.” She loves 
any kitten stamps. 

Tying for second place are 
Sebastian Eacker (Figure 5) of 
Winter Park, and Amber Yarter 
(Figure 6) of Albany, New York. 
Sebastian has drawn “the star 
high up with Santa;” he likes 
soccer. Amber illustrates “Ha-
nukkah is the feast of light”—she 
collects dogs, cats, money, space, 
Disney, and the world stamps.

In a three-way tie for third 
place are Joe Deutrick (Figure 
7), Bailey Hamner (Figure 8), 
and Jacob Rivera (Figure 9) from 
Winter Park. Joe’s drawing is 
“about a boy who gets his scarf 
stuck in the tree, but he eventu-
ally gets it back;” he likes car-
toon stamps. Bailey’s sketch is 
of “Christmas Eve, at night, and 
Santa Claus has just given gifts 
to a house”—she has an affinity 
for animal stamps. Jacob’s art is 
of “a snowman in a tux out in 

Figure 4 - Pilar
Brooks, Age 9

Figure 6 - 
Amber Yarter, 
Age 9

Figure 5 - 
Sebastian 

Eacker Age 9

AGE GROUP 9 

the snow;” he is interested in karate, basketball, football, 
and baseball.

There are three honorable mentions. Grace Atik (Fig-
ure 10) of Clinton, New York pictures Santa on a sled; 
she collects cartoon stamps. Garrett Meyer (Figure 11) of 
Kewaskum, Wisconsin draws “an outdoor scene on Christ-
mas Eve with stars twinkling in the sky”—he likes stamps 
relating to the United States fifty states and presidents. 



1�   The Texas PhilaTelisT   November-December 2006

Figure 7 - 
Joe Duetrick, 
Age 9

Figure 8 - 
Bailey Hamner, 

Age 9

Figure 9 - Jacob Rivera,
Age 9

Figure 10 -  Grace Atik, 
Age 9

Figure 12 - 
Shawna Harrison, Age 9

Figure 11 - 
Garrett Myer, Age 9

Shawna Harrison (Figure 12) of Winter Park 
depicts “snow angels in the snow”: her inter-
ests are kittens, roses, dolphins, diamonds, 
stars, puppies, and butterflies.

Age Group: 10 Years
Addie Zoller (Figure 13) of Clinton, 

New York captures first place in the 10-year 
old group. Her drawing is of a “Christmas 

Santa.” Addie likes to collect dolls.
Sharing second place are Jessica Scoones 

(Figure 14)) of Deansboro, New York; and 
Syderia Watts (Figure 15) of Winter Park. 
Jessica’s artwork is “Christmas, Kwanzaa, 
and other holidays;” she enjoys collecting 
Christmas and worldwide stamps. Syderia 
drew a Christmas tree and a snowman.

Tying for third place are Sara Yahr (Fig-

AGE GROUP 9 
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Figure 13 - Addie Zoller, 
Age 10

Figure 15 - 
Syderia Watts, Age 10

Figure 14 - Jessica Scoones, 
Age 10

ure 16) of West Bend, Wisconsin; and Kala 
Rae Piercy (Figure 17) of Winter Park. Sara 
picture is a “Menorah with blazing candles 
and its shadow”—she collects stamps fea-
turing Britain’s royal family. Kala sketched 
Christmas Eve; she likes cool stamps.

Honorable mentions go to Winter Park 
artists Kaitlyn Booth (Figure 18), and Sara 
Younan (Figure 19). Kaitlyn’s artwork is 
“on the true meaning of Christmas with 
snow-stamps falling”—her collection is of 
holiday and ballet stamps. Sara illustrates a 
“little girl posing for a picture on New Years 
for a memorable day;” she saves Disney and 
animal stamps.

Age Group: 11-15 Years
David Bashe (Figure 20), age 15 of Rens-

selaer, New York, wins first place in the 11-
15 year group. David’s artwork is “Bad dog 
gets coal.” He collects Tikis, ancient statues 
and monuments, aliens (extra-terrestrials), 
rare phenomena, ghosts, and bad guys.

AGE GROUP 10

A second-place tie goes to Adrian Garza 
(Figure 21) of Houston; and Sahir Jaggi 
(Figure 22) of Cohoes, New York. Adrian, a 
13-year old, says “the candle light keeps the 
spirit of Christmas alive and well”—his col-
lection is of United States stamps. Sahir, an 
11-year old, writes that “Hanukkah is repre-
sented by the menorah with eight candles for 
eight nights and a ninth for lighting”—she 
prefers animal stamps. 

The three-way third-place tie belongs to 
Matthew J. Hoffman (Figure 23) of Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania; Nathan Jarvis (Figure 
24) of Conway, Arkansas; and Hunter 
Schroer (Figure 25) of Winter Park. Mat-
thew, age 13½, sketches the “true meaning 
of Christmas on a cloudy, snowy Christmas 
Eve;” he likes transportation and church 
stamps. Nathan, age 13, features Santa visit-
ing the Alamo—he collects with his mother. 
Hunter, age 11, designs “a Christmas tree 
and a snowman.”

The Texas Philatelic Association extends 
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Figure 19 - 
Sara Younan, Age 10.

Figure 18 - Kaitlyn Booth, 
Age 10 

Figure 16 - Sara Yahr, 
Age 10

Figure 17 - 
Kala Rae Piercy, Age 10

its appreciation to the stamp club leaders and 
youngsters who took part in the 2006 TPA 
Youth Holiday Stamp Design Contest. The 
stamp clubs and their leaders are Patricia 
A. Walter, Brookshire Elementary School 
Stamp Club, Winter Park, Florida (13th 
year); Mary Yahr, West Bend Ben Franklin 
Youth Stamp Club, West Bend, Wisconsin 
(tenth year); and Janet E. Collmer, St. Mary’s 
School Stamp Club, Clinton, New York 
(eighth year). Bob and Pat Hirschmann, 
Wichita Stamp Club, Wichita, Kansas; and 
Deborah I. Friedman, William K. Sanford 
Town Library, Londonville, New York are 
participating for their second year. 

Prize donations are from Warren H. 
Crain, Nonie Green, Robert J. Joyce, Jim 
Logan, Douglas Moss, Patrick J. Ryan, Sr., 
Jack Virta, and Morgan T. Williams. Once 
again the San Antonio Philatelic Association 

has made a generous donation of stamps on 
paper for the prize winners and participating 
stamp clubs.

Editors of a number of philatelic publica-
tions play an important role in the contest’s 
success. They are Peter Martin, First Days; 
George Griffenhagen, Topical Time; Jan 
Brandewie, Global Stamp News; Michael 
Schreiber, Linn’s Stamp News; John M. 
Hotchner, U.S. Stamp News; John L. Leszak, 
Mekeel’s; and Douglas Moss, The Texas 
Philatelist.

Philatelic society editors give their 
support—Albert W. Starkweather, Stamp 
Insider, Federation of New York Phila-
telic Societies; and Neal E. Danielson, The 
Wichita Stamp Club Newsletter, Wichita, 
Kansas. The American Philatelic Society has 
publicized the contest in their Young Stamp 
Collectors of America newsletter.

AGE GROUP 10
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Figure 25 - 
Hunter Schroer, Age 11

Figure 20 -
David Bashe, 
Age 15

Figure 24 - 
Nathan Jarvis, Age 13

Figure 22 - Sahir Jaggi, 
Age 11

Figure 21 -
 Adrian 
Garza, 
Age 13

Be sure to check The Texas Philatelist, 
the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org 
and the stamp publications previously listed 
for announcements about the 2007 TPA 
Youth Holiday Stamp Design Contest. Read-
ers may also contact Jane King Fohn, 10325 
Little Sugar Creek, Converse, TX 78109-
2409 or e-mail janekfohn@sbcglobal.net for 
details. 

Figure 23 - Matthew J. Hoffman, 
Age 13½

AGE GROUP 11-15
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Professionals Serving
The Philatelic

Community of Texas
For Information Contact:

GEORGE KUBAL
P.O. BOX 1196

HEWITT TX  76643-1196

(817) 666-7755

composition. 
Joplin at-

tended high 
s c h o o l  i n 
Sedalia, Mis-
souri and then 
became an itin-
erant pianist, 
performing in 
saloons and 
bawdyhouses 
throughout the 
Midwest. The 
first written 
reference to 
his musical ca-
reer is around 
1890, as a part 
of a minstrel 
t roupe  per-

Scott Joplin legitimized ragtime music
By Arthur P. von Reyn

In 1983, Texas native Scott Joplin, known 
as the “King of Ragtime,” became the 

sixth honoree in the Black Heritage series 
of stamps. The African-American composer 
and pianist was responsible for legitimiz-
ing ragtime in the early 20th century, the 
syncopated rhythms of which originated 
from “banjo piano playing,” a form of music 
first associated with establishments of often 
questionable repute.

Born near Linden, Texas in 1868 or 1869, 
his family moved to Texarkana when he was 
about age seven. By then, he was already 
showing his musical talent on the banjo, 
and began to play a piano to which a white 
family gave him access. At age 11 he was 
receiving piano lessons from Julius Weiss, 
a German-born instructor, who taught him 
the nuances of musical performance and 

texas connection

A single honoring Scott 
Joplin was issued June 9, 
1983 in Sedalia, Missouri, 
his adopted hometown and 
where  the Joplin International 
Ragtime Foundation keeps 
his legacy alive.
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forming in Texarkana. He settled in Saint 
Louis for a while, then played in venues 
near the 1893 Columbian Exposition in 
Chicago, and finally returned to Sedalia the 
next year.

To further his musical studies, he enrolled 
in Sedalia’s George R. Smith College for Ne-
groes around 1896, all the while continuing 
to play in brass bands, composing, and then 
establishing the Texas Medley Quartette, 
which toured as far east as New York. One 
of his first songs was The Great Crash Col-
lision, inspired by a staged head-on crash of 
two railroad engines near Waco. Publication 
of his best-known tune, the Maple Leaf Rag, 
occurred in 1899 and brought him royalties 
for the rest of his life. That same year he 
presented his first serious work, a ballet titled 
The Ragtime Dance.

Joplin moved to Saint Louis in 1901, 
where he continued to produce tunes like 
“The Entertainer;” his output eventually 
numbered around 60 compositions. In 1903, 

he formed a touring troupe to perform his 
first opera, A Guest of Honor, which failed 
to make an impression with the public and 
left him destitute for a short period.

The possibility of better opportunities 
lured him to New York City in 1907, where 
he devoted his energies to Treemonisha, 
regarded by some as the first grand opera by 
an African-American. The work languished 
until finally being staged by the Houston 
Grand Opera in 1975. Three years later, he 
was posthumously awarded a Pulitzer Prize 
for the opus.

Joplin might not have been remembered 
today were in not for the 1973 film The Sting, 
starring Paul Newman and Robert Redford. 
The title track was based on his song The 
Entertainer. That and other featured Joplin 
tunes sparked a resurgence of public interest 
in the ragtime genre.

Joplin died in New York City on April 1, 
1917 due to complications from syphilis he 
contacted years earlier. 
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Houston going from yellow to blue
By Ron Strawser 

Next year Houston will have the blues, 
but not because of sadness. No, blue has 

been chosen for the one-frame color exhibit 
competition at the 2007 Greater Houston 
Stamp Show (GHSS).

The 2006 show, which featured yellow in 
the popular color exhibit category, was an-
other success with fun had by all—especially 
the exhibitors and judges. The 60th edition 
was held September 15-17 at the Humble 
Civic Center in Humble, Texas.

Taking the Grand Award in the show’s 
Multi-Frame Division was Richard Clever, 
who presented Mongolia 1863-1932. In 
the One-Frame Division, Matthew Liebson 
won the top award for his Integral Rate 
Postmarks of Cincinnati, Ohio.

Eight one-frame exhibitors vied for the 
coveted Yellow Stamp Award, which went 
to the best one-frame exhibit having a yel-
low theme. Timothy Bartshe of Colorado 
surpassed them all and will drink from the 
Yellow Mug for his Orange Free State 
Commando Brief Frank 1899-1900. It was 

the second time for him to win the color 
competition.

The highlight of the awards banquet was 
“colorful” ceremony featuring past GHSS 
winners and this year’s judges. A blue crayon 
was chosen and thus blue will follow the 
previous three years’ color competitions of 
green, black and yellow.

It is expected that blue will be an even 
more popular color on which to base an 
exhibit—blue stamps are far more plentiful. 
There has already been a challenge made be-
tween two out-of-state nationally-recognized 
philatelists for the 2007 competition. 

Collectors are invited to choose a stamp 
issue, a theme, or anything else related to 
the color blue and put together a one-frame 
exhibit. Next year’s winner will receive the 
coveted Blue Mug and have his or her name 
added to those on the celebrated “Scroll of 
Many Colors.”

The 2006 GHSS judging panel consisted 
of APS Committee on Accreditation of Na-
tional Exhibitions and Judges chairperson 
Ann Triggle, APS president Janet Klug, and 

Motorcycles were featured on the cachet for the 2006 Greater Houston Stamp Show. Demand 
was greater than expected and all remaining supplies of the cachets have been sold.
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MULTI-FRAME DIVISION
GRAND AWARD

Richard Clever - Mongolia 1863-1932
Gold Medal

RESERVE GRAND AWARD
Jeff Switt - Postal Operations of the

Foreign Exchange Control Board of Canada 
Gold Medal

British North American Philatelic Society Ribbon
Texas Philatelic Association President’s Award

Texas Philatelic Association Texas Series Award
GOLD MEDALS

 R. Timothy Bartsche - Postal Stationery of the 
Orange River Colony, 1902-1903

Jay Stotts - The 5¢ General Kosciusko
Stamp of 1933

M.J. Lorber Award
United States Stamp Society President’s Medal

Paul Phillip - Grüss Aus Paradies: Life in German-
Occupied WWII Poland

Ron Strawser - The Postal Stationery of
Mozambique Company

Ron Strawser - Usages of the Swiss Large
Landscape Issues of 1949

American Philatelic Society Award
VERMEIL MEDALS

William Drummond - FAM 14: 1935-41
SILVER MEDAL

William Drummond - FAM 27: Trans-World
Airlines Circumnavigating the Worlds
Jeffrey Shapiro - ComPHessions of a 

PHat Philatelist

ONE-FRAME DIVISION
GRAND AWARD

Matthew Liebson - Integral Rate
Postmarks of Cincinnati

Gold Medal
Best One-Frame Yellow Stamp Award

RESERVE GRAND AWARD
R. Timothy Bartshe - Orange Free State

Commando Brief Frank, 1899-1900
Gold Medal

GOLD MEDALS
William Drummond - Isle of Man: Prisoner

of War Camp Mail of WWI and WWII
Jay Stotts - The 10¢ Monroe Yellow Coil Stamp

Barry Yellow Challenge Award
David Willig - The U.S. 10¢ Washington-Franklin 

Sheet Stamps: A Postal History
David Willig - Postal History of the 1¢ Yellow 

Canadian Admiral Stamps of 1912-25 
VERMEIL MEDALS

Jane Fohn - Hill Country Honkytonkin’ Rita: 
Labrador Retriever

AAPE Award of Honor Pin
American Topical Association Award

Most Imaginative Yellow Exhibit Award
Tom Koch - Varieties and Usages of the

World’s First Baseball Stamp
Victor Wilson - The 1-cent Yellow 

Large Queen Stamp of Canada, 1869
SILVER MEDALS

Denise Stotts - A Trip Down the Yellow Brick Road
AAPE Award of Honor Pin

TSDA Most Popular Exhibit Award

GREATER HOUSTON STAMP SHOW AWARDS

the 2006 TEXPEX Grand Award 
winner, Dwayne Littauer.

The show’s theme was mo-
torcycles; all of the cachets have 
been sold.

For 2007, the venue remains 
the Humble Civic Center in 
Humble, Texas. The dates are 
September 14-16.

(Editor’s Note: This article 
was adopted from one appearing 
in the October/November edition 
of The Perforator, the newslet-
ter of the Houston Philatelic 
Society).

Jay Stotts holds the can while judge Ann Triggle draws the 
crayon for the 2007 one-frame color competition. Looking on 
are judges Janet Klug and Dwayne Littauer.
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www.texasphilatelic.org
OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE TEXAS PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION

VISIT US AND USE OUR NEW INTERACTIVE CAPABILITY!
	Apply for Membership 	Update Your Membership Data
	Send in “Classified Bourse” 	Obtain Answers to Philatelic
 Ads  Questions
	Submit Information on Club and Society Activities, Stamp Shows,
 and Events for Publication Online and in The Texas Philatelist

By Tom Koch
Those who search McDermott Library’s 

catalog via the Internet now have access 
to more information about holdings in the 
Wineburgh Philatelic Research Library 
located in Special Collections.

During the past six months, journals 
in the Wineburgh were assigned catalog 
numbers for the first time and added to the 
on-line database. Collectors and researchers 
can search the titles for free from home or 
office, or in the library itself. The Internet 
site location is http://www.utdallas.edu/li-
brary/. The listing does not provide entire 
articles but is a guide to what journal titles 
are available and the scope of volumes and 
issues in the collection.

The library’s home page provides a quick 
search using a choice of title, journal/pe-
riodical title, author, Library of Congress 
headings, or call number. If you are certain 
of the title or author’s name, searching is 
quick. Computer searching can be very un-
forgiving when it comes to spelling errors or 
misplaced words. Patrons must omit words 
such as “A,” “An,” and “The” in front of 
titles. Authors or editors should be searched 
by last name first.

A more detailed search is available 
through subject or a “key word” search. This 
usually produces a considerable number of 

“hits” which then have to be narrowed by 
discarding the listings you do not need. The 
advantage is that the search is wider and 
you may find information in an unexpected 
source.

Some examples of subject headings are:
Cancellations (Philately)
Postage stamps – Errors
Postage stamps – Forgeries
Postage stamps – Italy
Postage stamps – Topics – Maps
Postage stamps – Topics – Pharmacy
Postage stamps – United States – Catalogs
Postal service – Texas - Postmasters
Postcards
Postmarks – Collectors and collecting
Prisoners of war – Confederate States of America
– Postal Service
Railway mail service
Revenue stamps – Canada

If you have questions you can contact the 
McDermott Library reference department 
at (972) 883-2643 or Special Collections at 
(972) 883-2570. The library’s home page in-
cludes a clickable “Ask a Librarian” feature 
that enables the patron to send a question 
over the Internet directly to a reference li-
brarian via e-mail or to contact a UT System 
librarian through live chat.

The Wineburgh Library is the official 
repository of the Texas Philatelic Association 
and the Texas Postal History Society. The 
coordinator of Special Collections is Erik 
D. Carlson, Ph.D.

Wineburgh Library catalogs philatelic journals
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 Stamp Exhibits  Youth Activities Center
 27-Dealer Bourse  Chance Board
 United States Postal Service  Stamp Collecting Seminars
 Giant Mixture Pick  Door Prize Drawings
 Silent Auction  AMBER Alert Stamp Unveiling

 Cachet/Cancel Honoring AMBER Alert System
(all profits from cachet sales benefit a children’s charity)

GRAPEVINE CONVENTION CENTER
1209 S. Main St., Grapevine, Texas

19th Annual Exhibition and Bourse of the
Mid-Cities Stamp Club

FREE ADMISSION!     FREE PARKING!

2006 Mid-Cities
Stamp Expo

(Three blocks north of S.H. 114 / S.H. 121 at Vine St.)

Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.   Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

For more information, visit www.mid-citiesstampclub.com 
or contact Stanley Christmas at (817) 656-2925.

Sponsored by the Mid-Cities Stamp Club, P.O. Box 2158, Arlington, TX 76004-2158

NOVEMBER 11-12, 2006

The Baymont Inn, located two blocks south of the GCC, is offering a special rate of $79 + tax for 
up to four persons in a room. Reservations must be made calling the hotel directly on or before 
October 10. Contact Jeri Miles, marketing manager, and ask for the Mid-Cities Stamp Club group 
rate: phone (817) 329-9300 ext. 101; fax (817) 329-0892; e-mail baymont654sales@earthlink.net.
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Unless otherwise noted, admission and parking are free at all shows and bourses 
listed. Specific details are not provided for repeating events beyond the first insertion. 
For inclusion on this calendar and the one on our website www.texasphilatelic.org 
select the “Philatelic Event Registration” option under the “At Your Service” heading 
on the home page or prepare the data in the format below and write to: Douglas Moss 
editor, The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

NOV. 3-4  OKPEX 2006 
2006 Annual exhibition and bourse of the Oklahoma City Stamp Club at the 

Express Event Center, 8512 Northwest Expy., Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
Show features APS World Series of Philately exhibits, dealer bourse, 
cacheted cover and show cancellation. Hours: Friday and Saturday 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m.

NOV. 11-12 MID-CITIES STAMP EXPO
2006 19th annual exhibition and bourse of the Mid-Cities Stamp Club at the 

Grapevine Convention Center, 1209 S. Main St., Grapevine, Texas. 
Features exhibits, 24-dealer bourse, beginners’ booth, giant mixture pick, 
silent auction, chance board, USPS substation, cacheted cover and show 
cancellation. AMBER Alert stamp unveiling ceremony at 9:30 a.m. on 
Saturday. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

NOV. 18-19 TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR 
2006 Bourse at the Marquis (formerly Wellesley) Inn, 2635 N.E. Loop 410 

(Exit 25B at Perrin-Beitel Rd.), San Antonio, Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

DEC. 2-3 TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR 
2006 Bourse at the Clarion Park Central Hotel, 8102 Lyndon B. Johnson Frwy, 

(I-635 at Coit Rd. exit), Dallas, Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

JAN. 6-7 TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR 
2007 Bourse at the Ramada Plaza Hotel, 7611 Katy Frwy., Houston, Texas. 

Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
JAN. 20-21 TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR (New Location)
2007 Bourse at the Richardson Civic Center, 411 W. Arapaho Rd., (Next to 

Richardson City Hall), Dallas, Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

FEB. 3-4 TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR 
2007 See Nov. 18-19 listing for details.
MAR. 3-4 TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR 
2007 See Jan. 6-7 listing for details.
MAR. 10-11 TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR 
2007 See Jan. 6-7 listing for details.
APR. 13-15 TEXPEX 2007
2007 The 111th annual exhibition and convention of the Texas Philatelic 

calendar of events
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Association at the Doubletree Dallas Hotel Near the Galleria, 4099 
Valley View Ln. (I-635 at Midway exit), Dallas, Texas. TPA meetings 
scheduled on Saturday as follows: Foundation Trustees at 8:00 a.m; Board 
of Directors at 9:00 a.m.; Annual Meeting at 10:00 a.m. Hours: Friday 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

APR. 28-29 TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR 
2007 See Nov. 18-19 listing for details.
MAY 5-6 TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR 
2007 See Jan. 6-7 listing for details.
JUN. 2-3 TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR 
2007 See Jan. 6-7 listing for details.
JUN. 15-17 NATIONAL TOPICAL STAMP SHOW
2007 58th annual exhibition and convention of the American Topical Association 

at the Sheraton Grand Hotel - DFW Airport, 4440 W. John W. Carpenter 
Frwy. (State Highway 114 at Esters Blvd. exit), Irving, Texas. Hours: not 
yet available.

JUL. 21-22 TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR 
2007 See Jan. 6-7 listing for details.
JUL. 28-29 ARK-LA-TEXAS COIN STAMP & CARD EXPOSITION 
2007 Coin, stamp and postcard exhibition of the Red River Stamp Society and 

Shreveport Coin Club at the Bossier Civic Center, 620 Benton Rd., Bossier 
City, Louisiana. Dealers, club exhibits, chance board, cachet, cancel and USPS 
substation. Hours: Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

SEP. 14-16  GREATER HOUSTON STAMP SHOW 2007
2007 Annual exhibition and bourse of the Houston Philatelic Society at the 

Humble Civic Center, 8233 Will Clayton Pkwy. (exit U.S. Hwy. 59 at 
Will Clayton Pkwy. and go east), Humble, Texas. Features exhibits, 33-
dealer bourse, beginners’ booth, Sam Houston Philatelics auction, USPS 
substation, cacheted cover and show cancellation. Hours: Friday-Saturday 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

SEP. 29-30 TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR 
2007 See Jan. 6-7 listing for details.
NOV. 2-4  OKPEX 2007 
2007 See Nov. 3-4, 2006 listing for details. 
NOV. 10-11 MID-CITIES STAMP EXPO
2007 20th annual exhibition and bourse of the Mid-Cities Stamp Club at the 

Grapevine Convention Center, 1209 S. Main St., Grapevine, Texas. 
Features exhibits, 24-dealer bourse, beginners’ booth, giant mixture pick, 
silent auction, chance board, USPS substation, cacheted cover and show 
cancellation. AMBER Alert stamp unveiling ceremony at 9:30 a.m. on 
Saturday. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

DEC. 1-2 TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR 
2007 See Jan. 6-7 listing for details.
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in Great Britain, since that nation instituted significant postal reforms in 1840 that included 
low rates and the world’s first adhesive postage stamps.

Early exchanges of Christmas good wishes were handwritten, occasionally appearing 
on writing paper decorated with holiday themes. Writing numerous such messages was 
laborious, even for tenacious Victorians.

One Englishman who was not only interested in saving time on his own Christmas let-
ters, but also furthering the development of the postal system was Henry Cole. As a civil 
servant, he worked under Rowland Hill between 1837 and 1840 to introduce the universal 
Penny Postage and the first postage stamp, the Penny Black.

In 1843, Cole commissioned what is now regarded as the first Christmas card (Figure 
3). Drawn by John Calcott Horsley, the lithographed card showed a rather convivial scene 

of family revelers and the now familiar 
greeting card message “A Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year to You.” Cole had 
1,000 of the cards printed and then hand-
colored by a professional “colourer” named 
Mason. Cole saved some of the cards for 
personal use and sold the balance at six-
pence1 each, a rather princely sum at the 
time. Other cards appeared thereafter, but 
English enthusiasm for commercial greet-
ings was dampened until the 1860s, when 
advances in printing techniques lowered 
the cost to an acceptable level.

The situation was similar in the United 
States. Christmas cards appeared spo-
radically starting in the 1850s. Soon after 
lithographer Louis Prang began mass 
producing them in 1875, the concept took 

By Arthur P. von Reyn

This Christmas season is the 45th year for the longest running 
and most successful stamp promotion ever to hit American 

post office windows—the annual Christmas issue.
Most of the time the public gives no thought to the kind of label 

they stick in the upper right corner of an envelope. But when the 
holiday season rolls around, many postal patrons want something 
special to reflect the season.

Current Christmas stamp designs (Figure 1 and 2) leave little 
hint of the controversy and innovations that marked the first few 
decades of America’s salute to the end-of-the year holidays; they 
are a reflection of the marriage between the holiday season and 
uses of the mail system that developed in the mid-1800s.

It was no coincidence the commercial Christmas card debuted 

__________
1Some sources quote one-shilling; the British Postal 
Museum and Archives price is referenced above.

Christmas stamp tradition had early beginnings

FIGURE 2 - This year the U.S. Postal Service 
chose a depiction of snowflakes for its annual 
contemporary holiday issue.

FIGURE 1 - The 2006 
traditional design again 
features a Madonna and 
Child scene.
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hold and became a tradition. An 1878 Prang 
card design appears on one of the 1975 U.S. 
Christmas stamps.

CHRISTMAS SEALS
Another Christmas tradition that began 

soon after the turn of the century was Christ-
mas seals for use on cards and packages.

The idea was initiated by a Danish post 
office employee, Einer Hølboll, as a means 
to aid in the fight against tuberculosis.

Hølboll’s labels, although not valid for 
postage, were sold during the 1904 Christ-
mas season in post offices in Denmark, 
Iceland and Sweden and proved to be quite 
popular.

 News of the Danish government’s prac-
tice of issuing annual “Christmas stamps” 
was later published in America in an article 
by Jacob Riis for the Observer.

First to realize the value of the concept 
and act on it was the secretary of an Ameri-
can Red Cross chapter in Delaware, Emily 
Bissell, who was searching for a way to raise 

funds to support a local “tuberculosis shack” 
used for the treatment of consumptives.

After obtaining permission from the na-
tional Red Cross to use its symbol, and then 
gaining the cooperation of a local printer, the 
advertising division of the DuPont Company, 
and a number of volunteers, she sold the first 
American Christmas Seals (Figure 4) in the 
lobby of the Wilmington post office on De-
cember 7, 
1907.

At  a 
penny a 

FIGURE 3 - This design by John Calcott Horsley is generally regarded as the first commercial 
Christmas card. The cards were commissioned by Henry Cole in 1843, printed by lithography, 
and then professionally hand-colored. Only 1,000 copies were produced; few originals survive 
today although reprints are common. In December, 2005 an original sold for £8,500 (about U.S. 
$14,875 at the time). (Image courtesy British Postal Museum and Archive)

Figure 4 - Social worker 
Emily Bissell, honored on 
a 1980 commemorative, 
brought Christmas Seals 
to the U.S. in 1907. Two 
types of the first issue 
exist; “Happy New Year” 
was added to the original 
“ M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s ”  
inscription to extend the 
sales period.
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seal, sold at one location, the fund raising ef-
fort lagged considerably. Miss Bissell promptly 
headed for Philadelphia where she enlisted the 
support of a newspaper, sold the remainder of the 
seals there, and managed to net about $3,000.

The following year she worked with the 
American Red Cross to develop a national cam-
paign that raised $135,000 for the fight against 
tuberculosis. The seals have been printed annually 
ever since, although the National Tuberculosis 
Association, now known as the American Lung 
Association, assumed total responsibility for the 
campaign in 1920.

THE GENESIS OF
CHRISTMAS STAMPS

More than anything else, it was a lack of 
vision and historical events that conspired 
to delay initiation of any annual Christmas 
postage stamp series for more than five de-
cades after the concept was first stumbled 
upon.

In 1898, Canadian Postmaster General 
Sir William Mulock decided to commemo-
rate the advent of the Imperial Penny Post-
age across the British Empire—the actual 
reduction in Canada was from three to two 
cents because the uniform rate was based 

on the British 
currency.

A n y w a y, 
M u l o c k ,  a n 
en thus i a s t i c 
supporter of 
the  un i form 
rate, ordered 
stamps of a de-
sign showing 
a map of the 
world with the 
British Empire 
denoted in red 
and a quotation 
from the Song 
of Empire “We 
hold a vaster 
Empire than 

has been.”
According to the popular story, the uni-

form rates were slated to become effective 
November 9, which was the birthday of the 
Prince of Wales. When Queen Victoria was 
informed by a British postal official the rates 
would become effective on the Prince’s 
birthday, she asked icily “Which Prince?” 
Realizing the Prince of Wales was not a 
favorite of the queen, “The Prince of Peace” 
was the official’s tactful reply.

“XMAS 1898” was hastily added to the 
design of the soon-to-be-released Canadian 
stamp (Figure 5); the empire-wide Penny 
Post instead became effective December 
25. Canada was the only country to note the 
event; from then until 1964 the country’s 
Christmas stamp output was nil.

Even before World War I, a number of 
European countries began producing semi-
postal stamps, the issue dates of which were 
often timed to coincide with the holiday sea-
son. Christmas themes were sparse, though 
a 1906 set of four from Romania features 
an “Angel Announcing the Birth of Christ” 
and a 1924 quartet from Netherlands shows 
“Child Carrying the Star of Hope, Symbolic 
of Christmas Cheer.” The Romanian set was 
issued in early August—talk about rushing 
the season!

Many collectors consider a pair of 
stamps issued by Austria in late 1937 as 
being the first specifically issued for use 
with greeting cards. The common design 

FIGURE 5 - The first mention 
of Christmas on a postage 
stamp appears on this 
1898 Canadian issue com-
memorating the advent of 
Imperial Penny Postage. Two 
major color varieties exist.

Figure 6 - Topical collectors often cite 
this 1937 Austrian pair as the first stamps 
intended for use on Christmas cards. The 
choice of colors and an issue date during 
the holidays gives credence to the theory.
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12 and 24-groschen values (Figure 6) were 
printed in Christmas colors of green and 
red respectively. But the motif of a vase of 
roses surrounded by the signs of the Zodiac 
seems to confirm some contemporary reports 
they were for use on birthday congratulatory 
letters. They were the last stamps issued 
by pre-WWII Austria; three months later, 
German troops marched into country. Some 
claim one of the roses in the vase is a ghost 
portrait of Adolph Hitler.

Brazil took a shot at some Christmas 
stamps in 1939, issuing four semipostals; the 
designs featured the three kings and a star, 
an angel and child, the Southern Cross and a 
child, and a mother and child. Sales were less 
than stellar, the set not only ended Brazil’s 
five-year experiment with semipostals, but 
many leftovers were overprinted five years 
later for use as airmails.

In 1941, Hungary issued a semipostal 
with the surtax dedicated to “soldiers’ 
Christmas.” Two years later, at the height of 
World War II, Hungary issued a set of three 
Christmas stamps showing the “Shepherds 
and Angels,” the “Nativity,” and the “Adora-
tion of the Wise Men” (Figure 7). No more 
Christmas stamps emanated from that coun-
try until 1988, by which time Communist 
domination was waning.

During the decade after the war, Austria 
occasionally issued Christmas stamps. A 
1948 emission honors the 130th anniversary 
of the composition of the carol Silent Night. A 
young girl gazing at a Christmas tree graced 
stamps identical in all but color in 1953 

and 1954. 
In 1963 a 
creche by 
S t a m m e l 
was shown. 
A n n u a l 
A u s t r i a n 
Christmas 
issues didn’t 
begin until 
1967.

A s i d e 
f r o m  t h e 
1948 “Silent 
Night” com-
memorative 
of Austria, 
n o  o t h e r 
Christmas 
stamps were 
released in 
the immedi-
ate post war 
period, although many countries continued 
or resumed the practice of releasing their 
semi-postal or postal tax stamps just before 
or during the holiday season.

MODERN CHRISTMAS STAMPS
By the 1930s American collectors and 

non-collectors alike were mailing bundles 
of Christmas cards to towns with holiday-
related names such as Bethlehem in Pennsyl-
vania and Christmas in Kentucky. This was 
not only a cheap thrill during the Depression 
years, but also a way to impress friends 

Figure 8 - Cuba pioneered the modern Christmas issue concept in the early 1950s. The stamps 
were popular with Americans, who sent parcels of cards to the island nation; the cards were 
franked with the stamps and posted to recipients back in the United States.

Figure 7 - This 1943 set was 
Hungary’s sole Christmas issue 
until 45 years later.
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and relatives with the appropriate thematic 
postmarks.

Around that time George Linn, the 
founder of the popular weekly philatelic 
publication bearing this name, began edito-
rializing on the need for a stamp depicting 
Santa Claus.

Postal officials in Washington shrugged 
off the idea, but the message finally regis-
tered with the stamp collecting community 
in Cuba. In 1951 philatelists there convinced 
the Batista government then in power to 
release stamps for Christmas.

A somewhat crude and summarily secu-
lar pair resulted, featuring a poinsettia plant 
in appropriate red and green colors.

In the 1950s, Cuba was a popular win-
ter vacation destination, so the Christmas 
stamps, as expected, caught the attention of 
American tourists. Soon parcels of Christ-
mas cards began arriving in Cuba from the 
mainland, accompanied by requests that the 
contents be reposted back to U.S. addresses 
with the pretty labels attached.

Although the Universal Postal Union 
later prohibited international repostings, for 
a while it was a cottage industry in Cuba. 
Despite the Communist takeover in 1959, 
Cuban Christmas stamps continued on a 
more or less regular basis until 1970 and are 
generally regarded as the first modern Christ-

mas stamps.
There was 

n o  r u s h  b y 
other countries 
to imitate the 
Cuban Christ-
mas experi-
ment until late 
in the 1950s. 
Haiti did is-
sue  a  “For t 
Nativity” set 
in 1954. The 
following year 
Spain released 
a single depict-

ing Holy Family by El Greco; Luxembourg 
came out with a six-stamp semi-postal set 
with three different designs. These were 
one-shot affairs. In 1957, Australia, Korea 
and Liechtenstein tried the concept, but only 
Australia’s (Figure 9) immediately became 
an annual tradition.

Peru’s 1961 stamp was authorized for 
postal use one day only and no others fol-
lowed until 1969.

However, the tide was turning in favor 
of annual issues. Costa Rica issued the first 
of its annual obligatory postal tax stamps in 
1958. Other nations followed with Christmas 
salutes that continue to this day: Vatican City 
in 1959, New Zealand in 1960 and Norfolk 
Island in 1961. Despite its name, Christmas 
Island didn’t join what soon became a stam-
pede until 1969.

AMERICAN CHRISTMAS STAMPS
The Christmas 

stamp idea was 
bantered about 
more earnestly in 
the U.S. in the late 
1950s, but critics 
argued the com-
memoration of a 
religious holiday 
wou ld  v io l a t e 
the constitutional 
principle of sepa-
ration of church 
and state.

In 1962, U.S. Post Office officials finally 
risked the wrath of non-Christians and other 
nay-sayers by releasing a rather innocuously 
designed adhesive featuring a holly wreath 
and two candles (Figure 10). The stamp 
was inscribed “Christmas 1962” and was 
printed in holiday-appropriate colors of 
red and green. The stamp was an instant hit 
with the public; almost 862 million copies 
were printed.

Another secular theme, the National 
Christmas Tree in front of the White 

Figure 9 - Australia holds 
the record for the longest 
streak of Christmas issues; 
they have appeared annually 
since 1957.

Figure 10 - The U.S. Post 
Office finally acquiesced 
to public demands for a 
Christmas stamp, issuing 
this single in 1962.
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House ,  ado rned 
the second stamp 
in 1963. The print 
run was increased to 
1.291 billion to meet 
the public’s seem-
ingly insatiable ap-
petite for Christmas 
stamps.

An even more 
remarkable inno-
vation followed in 
1964. That year’s 
Christmas issue fea-
tured four distinc-
tive designs (Figure 
11). Instead of being 
printed as singles, the 
designs were alter-
nated on the sheets, 
resulting in Amer-
ica’s first se-tenant 
issue. No doubt postal officials were inspired 
by se-tenant U.S. Christmas Seals, which 
first appeared in a multiple design format in 
1954. The secular theme persisted, however, 
with Christmas greenery of holly, mistletoe, 

poinsettia and 
conifer being 
depicted.

Oppos i -
tion to U.S. 
C h r i s t m a s 
stamps waned 
by 1965 and 
for the first 
time a reli-
gious theme 
prevailed—a 

weather vane in the form of the Archangel 
Gabriel blowing a trumpet (Figure 12). 
The only controversy to arise was whether 
angels, which are supposed to be asexual, 
should be pictured with breasts!

Postal officials went for broke in 1966 
and okayed artwork based on Hans Mem-
ling’s painting, Madonna and Child with 

Angels (Figure 13). 
The resulting stamp 
was so popular that 
it was repeated the 
following year, after 
being promoted to 
the larger commem-
orative size format. 

The 1970 holi-
day  season  saw 
commencement of a 
practice that contin-
ues to this day—the 
issuance of both sec-
ular and religious 
designs each year. 
These versions are 
now referred to as 
“contemporary” and 
“traditional” in post 
office idiom.

The religious na-
ture of the holiday has been problematic at 
times, especially as relates to the “tradi-
tional” stamp. In 1977, a depiction of George 
Washington praying at Valley Forge was 
substituted for the usual Madonna portrayal 
or Nativity scene. The ensuing public uproar 
insured the return of great religious art in 
ensuring years.

Almost two decades later, the Postal Ser-
vice attempted to 

Figure 11 - America’s first se-tenant postal issue 
was this 1964 Christmas block; the concept was 
no doubt inspired by the Christmas Seals that had 
been issued over the previous decade.

Figure 12 - The breasts on the 
angel, not the religious aspect, 
proved controversial on the 
1965 Christmas stamp.

F i g u r e  1 3  - 
T h e  p o p u l a r 
“Old Masters” 
design of 1966 
grew to standard 
commemorative 
size the next 
year.
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eliminate the “traditional” stamp altogether; 
the initial 1995 stamp program only listed 
“contemporary” Christmas stamps. The mail 

agency said 
there would 
be no more 
Madonnas due 
to poor sales. 
An incensed 
public thought 
o t h e r w i s e ; 
President Bill 
C l in ton  in -
tervened and 
a new yet-to-
be-designed 
M a d o n n a 
a n d  C h i l d 
s t a m p  w a s 
announced a 
few days later. 
Nonetheless, 

the mail agency sometimes skips issuing a 
new religious design for a year when there 
is no change in postal rates and plenty of the 
previous year’s design are on hand.

Making quite a belated debut on a 
Christmas stamp in 1972 was Santa Claus 
(Figure 14). That particular year was selected 
because it marked the 150th anniversary of 
Dr. Clement Clark Moore’s recitation of 
verses he had written for his children. The 
opening line of his poem The Visit of Saint 
Nicholas is inscribed on the issue.

By now, it would seem most popular 
icons of the holiday season have made an 
appearance on the contemporary stamps. 
There have been all sorts of Christmas trees 
and other holiday greenery, Currier and Ives 

print reproductions of winter scenes, snow-
men, sleds and sleighs, toys, reindeer and 
Santas in all forms and shapes. Nonetheless, 
the Postal Service seems to keep coming up 
with new ones—this year it’s Snowflakes 
and in 2007 the subject is Holiday Knits.

CHRISTMAS STAMP
INNOVATIONS

The wide distribution of the popular 
Christmas stamps also allowed the Post Of-
fice Department, and its successor, the U.S. 
Postal Service, to use Christmas issues as a 
proving ground for varied innovations.

In the early 1960s, the Post Office De-
partment began to address the inefficiencies 
of processing mail almost entirely by hand. 
It began to procure equipment that would 
automatically face and cancel mail. To ac-
tivate the new equipment, nearly invisible 
phosphorescent ink was applied to the face 
of stamps; the 1963 Christmas adhesive 
(Figure 15) was one of the first U.S. issues 
to receive this tagged treatment.

In 1969, quan-
tities of the “Win-
ter Sunday” stamp 
were precanceled 
for use in the cities 
of Atlanta, Geor-
gia ,  Bal t imore 
Maryland, Mem-
phis, Tennessee, 
and New Haven, 
Connecticut, and 
then sold to the 
general public. 
The idea was for 
customers to arrange and bundle their pre-
canceled cards by destination, thus saving 
the Post Office the expense of sorting and 
canceling them. Prior to that time, use of pre-
cancels had been restricted to bulk mailers.

The precancellation trials continued for 
the 1970 holiday season, this time in 68 cit-
ies. However, postal officials discovered that 
while some savings were being achieved, 

Christmas Philatelic Club
For more information on Christmas 

stamps, write to the Christmas Philatelic 
Club, 312 Northwood Dr., Lexington, 
KY 40505-2104 or visit their website at 
http://www.hwcn.org/link/cpc.

Figure 14 - Santa’s debut 
on an American Christmas 
stamp waited until the 1972 
sesquicentennial of a poem 
by Dr. Clement Clark Moore.

Figure 15 - One of the first 
U.S. stamps to receive 
phosphorescent tagging 
was the 1973 Christmas 
issue.
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that result was offset by an unacceptably 
high percentage of the stamps being soaked 
and reused; consequently, further pursuit of 
the concept was suspended.

The trio issued for the holidays in 1974 
included the most innovative idea to be 
attempted by the new-fledged U.S. Postal 
Service up to that time—a self-adhesive, pre-
canceled stamp. Postal bureaucrats believed 
their “Peace on Earth” Dove issue (Figure 
16) was the panacea to the earlier problem 
of precanceled stamps being soaked and 
reused. The stamps were manufactured simi-
larly to labels 
sold in station-
ary stores. They 
w e r e  e a s i l y 
peelable from a 
slick backing for 
transfer to en-
velopes. Promi-
nent in the de-
sign was a dove 
weather vane. 
In small letters 
above the de-
nomination was 
the word “pre-
canceled.” To 
prevent reuse, 
the dove was 
slitted crosswise 

and a style of paper was chosen that would 
separate into layers if soaked.

The sticky stamp proved to be the most 
costly ever produced and many of the stamps 
were canceled anyway, obliterating any cost 
savings that might have been achieved. No 
further precancel experiments were conduct-
ed; postal customers would wait a decade-
and-a-half before any more self-adhesives 
would be sold over post office counters.

Unlike today’s self-adhesives, most 
examples of the Dove issue are stained or 
mottled due to the lack of a barrier to prevent 
migration of the adhesive into the paper.

Anticipating a rate increase, the fol-
lowing year the Postal Service issued a 
Christmas duo (Figure 17) with one unusual 
design feature: there was no indication of 
value! The denomination was replaced with 
a larger than normal notation of the year 
of issue, 1975. To the dismay of postal of-
ficials, there was no need for this precursor 
to the non-denominated alphabet stamps that 
would appear in 1978; the hoped-for hike in 
rates was not approved for implementation 
until the first day of the New Year.

A similar tactic was more successful in 
1981; non-denominated Christmas stamps 

were again is-
sued. This time 
he rate hike did 
in fact material-
ize prior to the 
holidays.

Experimen-
tation subsided 
after 1975. Two 
varieties of the 
1976 “Winter 
Pastime” stamp 
were released 
to test tagging 
methods, one 
had a block of 
the phosphor 
just over the de-
sign; the other 

Figure 16- The 1974 self-adhesive stamp 
was less than successful. Postal planners 
disregarded recommendations for preventing 
migration of the adhesive, so most mint copies 
existing today, like this one, have a yellowish 
stained or mottled appearance.

Figure 17 - The 1975 Christmas stamps were non-
denominated in anticipation of a rate hike. Unfortunately 
for the Postal Service, the increase was not allowed until 
after the holidays. The design at right depicts one of the 
first Christmas cards to be mass-produced in America.
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had the substance all over the stamp’s face.
The six-design 1982 Christmas issue was 

the most numerous up to that time and in-
cluded a stamp denominated at other than the 
first-class letter rate. Accompanying a secu-
lar se-tenant block of four and a religious 
single was a 13-cent postcard-rate stamp 
(Figure 18) showing a kitten and a puppy 
playing in the snow; the stamp apparently 
didn’t sell well; only letter-rate Christmas 
stamps have been issued since.

Worldwide, Christmas stamp issues ex-
ploded in the late 1960s, particularly among 
the newly independent Caribbean island 
nations. Even a few of the Islamic Trucial 
States authorized issuance of Christmas sets, 
although they were designed exclusively for 
the philatelic market and none of them are 

believed to have ever crossed a post office 
counter in those shiekdoms.

With the fall of Communism in Russia 
and Eastern Europe at the end of the 1980s, 
almost every nation in the world with a 
Christian majority had joined the Christmas 
parade, making the often colorful adhesives 
a universal beacon of the holiday season’s 
arrival.

(Editor’s Note: This article is an updated 
version of one by the author that appeared 
in the December, 1987 edition of Stamping 
Around, the newsletter of the Mid-Cities 
Stamp Club of Arlington, Texas.)
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Figure 18 - The only U.S. Christmas stamp with 
a denomination differing from the first-class 
letter rate was this 1982 release designed for 
use on postcards.
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By Tom Koch
The American First Day Cover Society 

Fred Sawyer Chapter 56 celebrated its 20th 
anniversary at the Wineburgh Philatelic 
Research Library at the University of Texas 
at Dallas on October 14. The activities in-
cluded dedication of a plaque in the library 
that honors AFDCS Chapter 56 co-founder 
Fred C. Sawyer, who died April 10, 2006 
after a short illness.

Chapter president Paul Benson told a 
capacity gathering of about 40 people—one 
that included Fred’s wife Jeanne and his 
grown children—about Sawyer’s devotion 
and hard work to get the chapter started in 
the mid-1980s. The organizational meeting 
was held in Sawyer’s Farmers Branch home 
near Dallas and the first public session was 
held in the Wineburgh Library on April 10, 
1986. The club, formerly known as the North 
Texas Chapter of the AFDCS, was recently 
renamed in Fred’s memory.

Ron Aljoe, the first chapter president, 
told of his memories of the early days of 
the chapter and Sawyer’s dedicated efforts. 
Member Cliff Way presented the special 
memorial plaque of Fred to Jeanne Sawyer, 
who in turn, presented it to Wineburgh 
Library coordinator Erik D. Carlson, Ph.D. 
The plaque as mounted on an end shelf of the 
Wineburgh stacks in full view of the research 
room. Carlson thanked the chapter for its 
support of the Wineburgh Library.

Larry D. Sall, Ph.D., Dean of Libraries 

Dallas AFDCS chapter celebrates 20th Anniversary

at UTD who directed Special Collections 
for 20 years during the Wineburgh’s devel-
opmental and maturation stages, also spoke 
fondly of Sawyer’s unselfish contributions 
to the library and to philately in the North 
Texas region.

A special event cover bearing Fred 
Sawyer’s portrait was distributed with each 
program. Bob Benner of the Collectors Club 
of Dallas presented a framed copy of the 
program to Jeanne Sawyer. Benner exhib-
ited three frames of first day covers while 
Benson put together five frames showing 
pictures of early chapter meetings, socials 
and sponsored covers over the years.

The event included a full table of refresh-
ments, a fund-raising sale of donated covers 
and door prizes of donated covers. 

A plaque honoring Fred Sawyer, a co-founder 
of AFDCS Chapter 56, was placed in the 
Wineburgh Philatelic Research Library, located 
inside the McDermott Library at the University 
of Texas at Dallas.
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chapters in action

Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society (DPCPS): The September 13 program was the Ameri-
can Philatelic Society program “Tin Can Mail on Tonga.” The annual garage sale, featuring 
trading, buying and selling was the main attraction for the September 27 gathering.

On October 11, A good turnout of the membership heard Don Adair discuss his design 
work on the Republic of Texas stamp (Scott 2204) and other adventures he had with the 
U.S. Postal Service. The October 
25 gathering featured the quarterly 
auction. A special presentation is 
scheduled for November 8: Nick 
Carter, a candidate for president 
of the American Philatelic Society, 
will talk about his Gold Coast/Sier-
ra Leone collection. The December 
meeting will be a formal Christmas 
dinner hosted at the Edgemere 
Retirement Community. Fourth 
Wednesday meetings will not be 
held in November and December.
Heart of Texas Stamp Club: On September 7, Jerry Gilbert spoke on “Elephants on Postal 
Products,” noting he became interested in the topic as the result of an unsuccessful attempt 
to entice his wife into collecting; she is a volunteer at a local zoo. Of the 40 auction lots, 
21 found new homes; sales totaled $50.75. James Fabbre and Hubert Hanke brought show-
and-tell items. James Berryhill won the evening’s raffle prize; the door prizes were won by 
Eva Bailey and Lois Haynes.

The October 5 meeting featured the annual donation auction with the club netting $50. 
Show-and-tell items were brought by James Fabbre and J.P. Jones. Brad Schultz captured 
the raffle prize; the door prizes went to James Fabbre and Brad Schultz. The agenda for the 
November 2 session is the election of officers for 2007, to be followed by Brad Schultz’ 
presentation “Christmas Seals.”
Mid-Cities Stamp Club: The club is preparing for the the 2006 Mid-Cities Stamp Expo, 
to be held November 11-12. Janet Klug, president of the American Philatelic Society, is 
scheduled to be one of the show exhibition judges.
An auction at the September 6 meeting in Arlington resulted in sales of $110.20 with the 
club receiving $13.75 from donations and $9.66 from commissions. In Irving on September 
20, Jim Camak talked about French department postmarks and Herman Dallof discussed 
the club’s sales department. The September 26 program at Lake Granbury was “Mountain 
Climbing,” by Ken Jones. On October 4, the club held its annual picnic in Arlington, fol-

Reporting chapter activities is now fast and easy!
It’s now fast and it’s easy! To report the activities of your chapter or unit for publication in 
this section of The Texas Philatelist, simply go to www.texasphilatelic.org and select the 
“Chapter Reports” option under the “At Your Service” heading on the home page. Minutes 
of meetings over a two-month period, along with special club activities, can be reported 
at one time. Minutes may still be sent by mail to this address: Douglas Moss editor, The 
Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

Don Adair shared his experience in designing the Texas 
Sesquicentennial stamp at the October 11 DPCPS meeting. 
Deborah Kempston, the club president, takes notes.
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lowed by a work session for the club’s upcoming stamp show. The October 18 Irving meet-
ing featured Ken Wills’ slide show presentation “Over Printing Stamps.” At Lake Granbury 
on October 24, Stanley Christmas presented the program “How to Make a Stamp Album.” 
Mixture picks will be the main activity at the meeting in Arlington November 1 and in Irving 
on November 15. At Lake Granbury on November 28, Ray Cartier will present “The Fun, 
Education, and Creativity of Topical Collecting,” The club will close out the year with one 
gathering in December, the annual Christmas party in Arlington on the 13th. 

The October newsletter featured Ray Cartier’s “F-16—The ‘Little Bird’ that Could,” an 
article about the Fort Worth-produced fighter plane, four of which soar on the 1997 Depart-
ment of the Air Force 50th anniversary stamp. In the November newsletter, Stanley Christmas 
wrote about the Amber Alert System and the recently issued publicity stamp therefor.
Oklahoma Philatelic Society (OPS): The official newsletter of the OPS, The Oklahoma 
Philatelist, announced the agreement to share their OPS circuit books with TPA members. 
Although the official statehood anniversary is November 16, the first day ceremony for the 
Oklahoma centennial stamp will take place January 11, 2007 at the Oklahoma History Center 
in Oklahoma City, OK. The stamp, designed by Chickasaw artist Mike Larsen, depicts the 
sun rising over the Cimmarron River with the words “Oh, what a beautiful morning.” Finally, 
OKPEX 2006, a World Series of Philately exhibition, takes place November 3-4. 
Houston Philatelic Society (HPS): Due to a 
heavy work load, Jay Stotts is stepping aside as 
the editor of The Perforator, the HPS newslet-
ter. Larry Ballantyne was agreed to act as the 
interim editor. The 2006 Greater Houston Stamp 
show was a success—attendance hit an all time 
high, with 604 door prize tickets handed out. 
The actual attendance may have been higher 
because some people refused to take the ticket. 
The beginner’s booth was extremely popular 
with over 200 pounds of donated material be-
ing given away. For more information about the 
2006 show and the award winners, please see 
the story elsewhere in this issue.
San Antonio Philatelic Association (SAPA): 
SAPA members were saddened to learn of the 
loss of two colleagues. Morgan Williams, a life 
member, passed away on October 5 at the age 
of 90; he served his country as a medic in WWII, retiring in 1966. He was a very active 
member of both SAPA and the Éire Philatelic Association. Also reported was the death in 
July of Robert G. Taylor, owner of a local San Antonio stamp shop, B&M Stamps.

The Junior Philatelist Fairs held October 7 and October 14 were a success with 27 youth 
collectors attending. The Oakwell Branch Library received many favorable comments about 
the events and invited the SAPA to host them again next year. Awards for the stamp design 
contest held at the Fairs will be presented at two of the November meetings.

On tap at the December 8 SAPA meeting is a Christmas party and election of 2007 of-
ficers. The club must find new accommodations at the end of March 2007; suggestions are 
welcome for location that is as convenient as the current one. 

Jonathan Topper, his daughter Marie-Claire 
and son David were among the many 
volunteers at the Greater Houston Stamp 
show. The youths have worked the beginners’ 
booth at the event for the past six years.
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2007 U.S. stamp program offers little for Texans

Texans looking for state-specific issues in 
the 2007 U.S. stamp program won’t have 

much luck. A centennial stamp for Oklahoma 
is about as close to home as it gets. As usual, 
the calendar is biased heavily towards topical 
issues, with a few emissions for personalities 
and historical events thrown in. The follow-
ing is a description of the stamps as provided 
in an October 26 U.S. Postal Service news 
release. A few stamp images are illustrated 
here; most others are available on the Inter-
net at http://www.usps.com/communica-
tions/newsroom/2007stamps/.

With Love and Kisses
To give card and letter 

writers a jump start on their 
Valentine’s Day correspon-
dence, the 2007 Love stamp, 
With Love and Kisses, will 
be issued in mid-January. The 
stamp, which evokes images of sweet and 
ardent affection, features a Hershey’s Kisses 
chocolate and a red heart that form mirror 
images of each other.

Oklahoma Statehood
The centennial of Oklahoma’s statehood 

will be recognized on a stamp featuring 
Oklahoma artist Mike 
Larson’s evocative 
painting of a sunrise 
over the Cimarron 
River. Also included 

on the image are the words, “Oh, what a 
beautiful mornin’…” from the musical 
Oklahoma! by Rogers and Hammerstein. 
Oklahoma became the 46th state November 
16, 1907. The stamp will be issued January 
11 of next year.

Ella Fitzgerald
Ella Fitzgerald will be immortalized near 

the end of January as the 30th honoree in 
the Postal Service’s Black Heritage series. 
Fitzgerald (1917–1996) was widely known 
as “The First Lady of Song.” Her extraordi-
nary vocal range and flexibility, combined 

with her gift for pitch, rhythmic sense and 
flawless diction, made her one of America’s 
most distinctive singers of jazz and popular 
tunes. The Ella Fitzgerald stamp image is a 
portrait based on a photograph taken around 
1956 that captures the joy and excitement 
that Fitzgerald brought to music.

International Polar Year 2007-2008
The International Polar Year 2007-2008 

will be highlighted on a souvenir sheet Feb-
ruary 22, when scientists around the world 
will conduct research and field observations 
to increase understanding of the roles that 
both polar regions play in changing ecosys-
tems, coastal erosion and other phenomena. 
The sheet features two international rate 
stamps. One is a marvelous photograph of 
the aurora borealis. The second is an equally 
eye-catching photograph of the aurora aus-
tralis. The issue will only be available by 
mail order.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow becomes 

the 23rd honoree in the Literary Arts series, 
March 15, during the American Stamp Deal-
ers Association Mega Event in New York 
City. Born in 1807 in Portland, Maine— then 
part of Massachusetts, Longfellow is con-
sidered the “uncrowned poet laureate” of 
19th-century America. He wrote more than 
400 poems and is remembered for narrative 
poems such as Paul Revere’s Ride and The 
Song of Hiawatha. 

Settlement of Jamestown
Next spring, history buffs will celebrate 

the 400th anniversary of America’s first 
permanent English settlement with the 
issuance of the Settlement of Jamestown 
souvenir stamp sheet in Jamestown, Vir-
ginia on May 5. On the front of the pane is 
a first-class stamp featuring a painting of 
the three ships that carried the first settlers 
to Jamestown—the Susan Constant, God-
speed and Discovery. The stamp is in the 
shape of a triangle, as was the fort erected 
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by the Jamestown settlers shortly after their 
1607 arrival.

Wedding Hearts
The U.S. Postal Service introduces two 

unique wedding stamps, the latest in its Wed-
ding series. Featuring vines that form the 
shape of a heart, these stamps were designed 
especially for mailing wedding invitations 
and RSVPs and are sure to add an elegant 
touch to invitations and response cards. 

Pollination

In the summer, post offices will be 
abuzz with the release of the four-design, 
20-stamp Pollination booklet. Depicted are: 
two Morrison’s bumble bees paired with 
purple, or chaparral, nightshade; a calliope 
hummingbird sipping from a hummingbird 
trumpet blossom; a lesser long-nosed bat 
preparing to “dive” into a saguaro flower; 
and a Southern dogface butterfly visiting 
prairie, or common, ironweed. An intricate 
graphic scheme emphasizes the ecological 
relationship between pollinators and plants 
and also hints at the biodiversity neces-
sary to ensure the future viability of that 
relationship. The four designs are arranged 
in two alternate blocks that fit together like 
interlocking puzzles. In one block, the pol-
linators form a central starburst. In the other, 
the flowers are arranged in the center.

Nature of America: Alpine Tundra
All 24 animal and plant species featured 

on the Nature of America: Alpine Tundra 
pane of 10 stamps can be encountered on 
the alpine tundra of the Rocky Mountains. 
The pane is the ninth in an educational 
series designed to promote appreciation of 
major plant and animal communities in the 

United States.
Pacific Lighthouses

Pacific lighthouses will be honored for 
their historic role in guiding vessels safely 
through perilous waters. The five Pacific 
Lighthouses stamps commemorate Diamond 
Head Light in Hawaii, Five Finger Light in 
Alaska, Grays Harbor Light in Washington, 
Umpqua River Light in Oregon and St. 
George Reef Light in Northern California. 

James Stewart
As the 13th honoree in the Legends of 

Hollywood series, James Stewart (1908-
1997) was a quintessential American film 
hero whose lanky physique, drawling 
speech and naturalistic acting style came to 
personify “Everyman.” He starred in more 
than 80 movies. Stewart served as a pilot in 
the United States Army Air Forces during 
World War II, winning multiple decorations. 
The stamp is a portrait of Stewart based on a 
publicity photograph for The Stratton Story. 
The painting on the selvage shows Stewart 
in Mr. Smith Goes to Washington, the 1939 
film for which he received his first Academy 
Award® nomination for “best actor.” The 
July stamp dedication ceremony will take 
place in Hollywood.

Marvel Super Heroes
Marvel Super Heroes will save the day 

when they arrive in July. Ten of the stamps 
on a pane of 20 depict Captain America, 
Elektra, Iron Man, Silver Surfer, Spider-
Man, Spider-Woman, Sub-Mariner, The 
Incredible Hulk, The Thing and Wolverine. 

The other 10 stamps depict classic Mar-
vel Comic book covers linked to the super 
heroes. Information about the artwork shown 
on each stamp appears on the back on the 
stamp pane.
American Treasures: Louis Comfort Tiffany 

Portland, Oregon will host the American 
Philatelic Society’s StampShow, August 9 -
12, where the seventh issuance in the Ameri-
can Treasures stamp series will be dedicated. 
The Louis Comfort Tiffany stamp depicts a 
leaded Favrile-glass window designed by 
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Louis Comfort Tiffany entitled Magnolias 
and Irises. The stamp art is considered a 
“detail” of the window, as the original pho-
tograph had to be very slightly cropped on 
all four sides to fit the stamp format.  
Vintage Mahogany Speedboats

When issued in August, the Vintage 
Mahogany Speedboats stamps will show-
case the sleek lines, polished mahogany and 
gleaming chrome hardware of four of the 
nation’s historic wooden motorboats. 

The stamps feature recent photographs 
of a 1915 Hutchinson Brothers launch, a 
1931 Gar Wood triple cockpit runabout, a 
1939 Hacker-Craft, and a 1954 Chris-Craft 
Racing Runabout. 

The craft on the selvage is a modern re-
creation of a boat built in 1924. 

The Art of Disney: Magic
Also in August, the Postal Service 

honors the theme of magic as imagined by 
Walt Disney and his studio animators in 
the fourth in the Art of Disney stamp pane 
series. Now, with help from a few beloved 
Disney characters, it’s easy to add a dash of 
magic to your cards and letters with stamps 
that feature Dumbo and Timothy Mouse, 
Peter Pan and Tinker Bell, Mickey Mouse 
as “The Sorcerer’s Apprentice,” and Aladdin 
and Genie.

Jury Duty
In September, the Postal Service calls 

attention to the importance of jury service, 
a cornerstone of democracy in the United 
States.

The U.S. Constitution guarantees citizens 
charged in criminal cases the right to trial by 
a jury of their peers. In civil cases, the jury 
manifests the conscience of the community, 
ruling for either of the opposing parties in a 
dispute. The Jury Duty stamp image presents 
a diverse group of 12 representative jurors 
in silhouette.

Polar Lights
The two first-class stamps on this pane 

of 20 are also featured on the International 
Polar Year 2007-2008 souvenir sheet to be 

issued in February. The Polar Lights stamp 
images are photographs of the aurora bo-
realis, or “northern lights,” and the aurora 
australis, a phenomenon of the southern 
polar region.
Mendez vs. Westminster School District

A Mendez vs. Westminster School Dis-
trict stamp notes the 60th anniversary of a 
ground-breaking World War II-era legal case 
in which a group of civic-minded Hispanic 
parents in California successfully sued to 
end segregation in their schools.

The 1945 case, Mendez vs. Westminster, 
was decided in 1947 when the 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals in San Francisco estab-
lished an important legal precedent by ruling 
school districts could not segregate on the 
basis of national origin.

Holiday Knits
In early October, during the American 

Stamp Dealers’ Association Mega Event in 
New York City, 
the Postal Service 
will issue Holiday 
Knits, four stamps 
featuring classic 
winter-time im-
agery designed 
and machine knit-
ted by nationally 
known illustrator 
Nancy Stahl. The 
stamp images include a dignified stag, a 
snow-dappled evergreen tree, a perky snow-
man sporting a top hat, and a whimsical 
teddy bear.

Christmas: Luini “The Madonna
of the Carnation”

The 2007 traditional Christmas stamp 
features an oil-on-panel entitled The Ma-

donna of the Carnation by 
Italian Renaissance painter 
Bernardino Luini. Dating to 
about 1515, the painting is now 
part of the Samuel H. Kress 
Collection at the National Gal-

lery of Art in Washington, DC. 
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crain’s corner

By Warren Crain
Collectors and dealers frequently encoun-

ter in older collections a blue souvenir sheet 
picturing the White House and inscribed 
“Souvenir—Distributed on the occasion of 
the visit of the Philatelic Truck— issued by 
the United States Post Office Department.” 

The Philatelic Truck referred to in the 
souvenir sheet was a mobile postal exhibit 
which the philatelic agency of the U.S. Post 
Office Department sent all over the country 
on a lengthy tour beginning May 9, 1939. 
The tour began in Washington, D.C., where 
collector-President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
was on hand to see it off.

The truck was intended to bring the 
gospel of philately to parts of the country 
which had never heard of the hobby. It 
carried not only stamp exhibits and a stock 
of commemorative stamps for sale at face 
value, but a one-eighth scale model of the 
Stickney rotary printing press; the Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing used Stickney 
presses from 1914 until 1962 to print many 
American stamps. In the truck, the model 
served to dispense the previously mentioned 
souvenir sheet from preprinted rolls.

The truck visited 490 cities in 39 states, 
abruptly ending its tour two days after the 
attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941. Stops in-
cluded schools, stamp conventions, county 
fairs, or any other place where its presence 
would encourage stamp collecting—and add 
to postal receipts, obviously. 

The souvenir sheet was printed with two 
different plates,141069 and 141070, in coils 
of 500. Overprints on these sheets exist, 
mainly to publicize philatelic events.

There is a gummed and ungummed 
version of the souvenir sheet. The 
reason for the ungummed sheet was 
that the public would often stick the 
sheet to the philatelic truck, and on 
cars and buildings nearby!

We shall never know, of course, 
how many persons were attracted 
to our hobby through their visits. 
The number must have been sub-
stantial. Over 660,000 sheets were 
produced. If ever a government 
project more than paid for itself, 
this was one that did.

(Editor’s Note: For more infor-
mation about the Philatelic Truck, 
read The PhilatelicTruck, by James 
H. Bruns.) 

Souvenir sheet dispensed from Philatelic Truck

A working one-eighth scale model of a Stickney 
printing press was installed inside the Philatelic 
Truck and used to dispense preprinted souvenir 
sheets. The model is on loan from the Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing to the National Postal 
Museum in Washington, D.C.

More than 660,000 of these souvenir sheets were handed 
out from May 9, 1939 to December 13, 1941. Overprints 
exist commemorating philatelic events. The Philatelic 
Truck was the brainchild of President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
and Postmaster General James A. Farley.
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NEW MEMBERS
4785 Martin de Nicolas, Arturo - Austin, TX
4786 Parker, Barry E. - Houston, TX
4787 Moore, Terry - Clute, TX
4788 Jones, Steven - Georgetown, TX
4789 Bearden, Lanny - Rankin, TX
4790 Barnes, Otis - Groves, TX
4791 Coughlin, Ray - Keller, TX
4792 Horton, Bradley B. - Houston, TX
4793 Kendall, Bryan A. - Fremont, NE
4794 Hobbs, Arthur M. - College Station, TX
4795 Petronie, Joe - Dallas, TX
4796 Watson, Mary A. - Houston, TX
4797 Yip, Virginia C. - Waco, TX
4798 Munde, Alan - Levelland, TX

NEW LIFE MEMBERS
L-112 Weaver, DeWitt - Lufkin, TX.

SPONSOR MEMBERS
4777 Ellis, Floyd M.

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY
September-October 2006

Membership, August 17, 2006  ............ 500
New Members ...................................... +14
New Life Member .................................. +1
Deceased........ ......................................... -2
Membership, October 22, 2006 ........... 513

Life Chapters .......................................... 10
Life Members ......................................... 57
Regular Chapters/Units .......................... 17
Regular Members ................................. 429
Total Members ..................................... 513

membership report

JOIN US! Membership fees and dues are pro-rata based on the quarter an application 
is received: $12 for January-March; $9 for April-June; $6 for July-

September; $13 for October-December (includes next full year).
Membership applications are available on the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org or by writing 
to: Lyle Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin TX 78739-3005.

DECEASED
4451 Williams, Morgan - San Antonio, TX
4267 Harden, Monroe B. - Fort Worth, TX

Buy-Sell
Stamps

Coins
Silver

Castle stamp & Coin
PO BOx 0096

Hewitt, tx  66643
GeOrGe KuBal  (254) 666-7755

United States — Proofs & Essays
General Foreign

John T. Pearson
Fine Postage Stamps for Collectors

(210) 656-3135
PO Box 33312

San Antonio, TX  78265-3312
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS in The Texas Philatelist are accepted on the basis of 10¢ 
per word (minimum 10 words) with name, address, telephone/FAX number and e-mail address 
FREE. Please PRINT or TYPE your ad copy, state the number of times you desire it to run, 
determine the total cost, make the check payable to the “Texas Philatelic Association,” and send 
to The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX  75080-4830.

Classified Emporium

HAVING TROUBLE finding newer used and those 
elusive common stamps? Free lists. Darrell L. George, 
19410 Cantrell Rd., Little Rock AR 72223-4422. Visit 
me on eBay at dlgstamps. (55-5)
ALBANIA, Fifty different, attractive, colorful Albanian 
stamps, $9. One hundred different, only $16. 200 
different $52. Postpaid. Satisfaction guaranteed, 10-
day return privilege! Balkan Philatelics, P.O. Box 696, 
Fritch TX 79036-0696. (55-1)
SPECIAL OFFER to introduce myself. Beautiful 
blue andgold portfolio containing two 1981 Reagan 
inaugural covers for only $7.95. Hardcover portfolio 
with four covers, $15.95. Write for monthly color 
catalog. Doug Alexander, 302 Havner Lane,Houston, 
TX 77037, phone (281) 931-9501, e-mail bookbag@
sbcglobal.net. (54-6)
LARGE INVENTORY of USPS souvenir items, U.S. 
covers, commemorative panels, souvenir pages, and 
historical items. Visit our online store at http://ebay. 
com, username: Plainsmanstamps. 30-year dealer. APS 
member. Plainsman Stamps, e-mail plainsman74@ 
cox.net. (54-6)
ORIGINAL ARTWORK on hand-painted First Day 
Covers. Please e-mail for list of available cachets and 
prices. Currently available issues include Sporty Cars, 
Hattie McDaniel, Crops of Americas, Navajo Jewelry, 
Disney, and others. Bob Emrick. Emrick Cachets. e-mail 
emrickcachets@earthlink.net. (54-6)
APPROVALS of most areas and countries, mint, used 
in 6” x9” books. We aim to please. Robert Hall, 9757 
Tappenbeck Dr., Houston, TX 77055-4101. (54-6)

SCOTT INTERNATIONAL pages for Volume 1A1. 
Complete set with U.S. pages needed. Unused pages 
preferred. Will consider volume with stamps. J. Dale 
Shively, 106 Lazy Ln, San Marcos, TX 78666. e-mail 
dale.shively@tpwd.state.tx.us. (54-6)

INTERESTED in anything to do with large format 
French art (“tableaux”) stamps, especially imperfs, 
proofs, documents philatéliques, etc. William W. 
Kibler, 2301 Forest Bend Dr., Austin, TX 78704. e-mail 
wkibler@ mail.utexas.edu. (54-6)

SEEKING long standing APS members to offer advice 
on disbanding collection of cheaper world stamps, 
primarily British Colonies, and value thereof. Jack R. 
Taylor, 1004 Standing Cypress, Graford, TX 76449, 
phone (940) 779-2017, fax (940) 779-2171. (54-6)

GERMANY and related areas. Collector paying 40% of 
2006 Scott value for varieties (gum, color, perforation, 
printing, etc.). Packets, stock books, accumulations 
welcome. Member APS, GPS. Retired professor. 
Charles Gauntt. 325 Thomas Ridge Rd., Burnet, TX 
78611-5428, phone (512) 756-2810. (54-6)

CANCELED U.S. 7¢ RATE POST CARDS used 
September through December 1975, especially ones 
posted to Mexico and Canada or to and from U.S. 
possessions, APOs and FPOs. Also need 7¢ Thomson 
reply cards and examples of postage due assessments on 
Thomson cards after December 30, 1975. See my article 
in July/August The Texas Philatelist. Write to Arthur 
P. von Reyn, 10512 Countess Dr., Dallas TX 75229-
5103 or visit my web page at <www.texasphilatelic.
org/postcards.htm> for a comprehensive prices paid 
list. (54-6)

Let the new 

Classified Emporium 
work for you!

Place your ad today!

30+ YEAR MEMBER of APS and China Stamp 
Society desires to start all over after Hurricane Katrina 
destroyed world-class China collection. Now in Austin 
area. Ed Bohannon, (512) 943-3413. (54-6)

OPS SALES BOOKS now available to Texas Philatelic 
Association members. See our advertisement elsewhere 
in The Texas Philatelist for details. (54-6).
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Note: Check with chapters for meeting changes and cancellations during holiday periods.
AUSTIN-TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #16, 10101 
Hillside North, Austin TX, 78736-7612; meets 1st Tues. 
7:30 PM, Howson Branch Library, 2500 Exposition 
Blvd., Austin; 3rd Tues. 7:30 PM, South Austin Senior 
Activities Center, 3911 Manchaca Rd., Austin.

BLUEBONNET PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH#8; 
1821 Thurman, Kerrville TX 78028-2536; meets 1st 
Thurs., 7:00 PM, Dietert Senior Center, 617 Jefferson 
St., Kerrville.

COLLECTORS CLUB OF DALLAS, L Unit #4, 2206 
Sutton Pl., Richardson TX 75080-2543; membership 
by invitation only.

CROATIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY, Unit #2, P.O. Box 
696, Fritch TX 79036-0696.

DALLAS-PARK CITIES PHILATELIC SOCIETY, 
CH #40, 314 Allegheny Trl., Garland TX 75043-5659; 
meets 2nd and 4th Weds., 7:30 PM, Northway Christian 
Church, 7202 W. Northwest Hwy, Dallas.

EL PASO PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH #7, 2990 
Trawood Dr. Apt. 11F, El Paso TX 79936-4233, meets 
2nd Tues., 7:30 PM, Saint Clements Episcopal Church, 
810 N. Campbell St., El Paso.

FRED C. SAWYER CHAPTER #56 AMERICAN FIRST 
DAY COVER SOCIETY, Unit #6, 201 Willow Creek 
Circle. Allen TX. Meets monthly (except July and 
August) at the University of Texas-Dallas, Richardson, 
TX. Call 972-727-1381 for meetings dates and times.

HEART OF TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #59, 1700 Plum 
Cir., Waco TX 76706-1629; meets lst Thurs., 7:00 PM, 
Wiethorn Visitor’s Center, S. University Parks Dr. across 
from Baylor University Marina, Waco.

HOUSTON PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #22, PMB 
237, 8524 Hwy. 6 N., Houston TX 77095-2103; meets 
1st & 3rd Mon., 7:30 PM, Recreation Center, Central 
Presbyterian Church, 3788 Richmond Ave., Houston.

LYNDON B. JOHNSON SPACE CENTER STAMP 
CLUB, LCH #9, P.O. Box 58247, Houston TX 
77258-8247; meets 2nd & 4th Mon., 7:00 PM, Gilruth 
Recreation Center, Johnson Space Center, Gate #5 off 
Space Center Blvd., Clear Lake City.

LONE STAR CHAPTER, Éire Philatelic Association 
International, Unit #32, 14302 Oak Shadow, San Antonio 
TX 78232-4441; meets 2nd Sat. 2:00 PM, member’s 
homes.

MAGIC VALLEY STAMP CLUB. CH #56, 2014 E. 
Bowie Ave., Harlingen TX 78550-5164; meets 4th 
Tues., (except June, July, August) 7:00 PM, Camelot 
Retirement Center Headquarters, 1000 Camelot Dr., 
Harlingen.

MID-CITIES STAMP CLUB. CH #53, P.O. Box 2158, 
Arlington TX 760042158; meets lst Wed., 7:30 PM, 
Bob Duncan Community Center, 2800 S. Center St., 

Arlington; 3rd Wed., 7:30 PM (check www.midcities 
stampclub.com for location), Irving; 4th Tues., 7:00 
PM, Studio at Tarleton State Langdon Center, 308 Pearl 
St., Granbury.

NACOGDOCHES STAMP CLUB, CH #31, P.O. Box 
630247, Nacogdoches TX 77963-0247; meets 2nd 
Thurs., 7:00 PM, Westminster Presbyterian Church, 903 
North St., Nacogdoches.

OKLAHOMA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. CH #61, P.O. 
Box 700334, Tulsa OK  74170-0334

PANTHER CITY PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH #1, 820 
Rockledge Dr., Saginaw TX 76179-2034; chapter is not 
currently meeting.

PARIS STAMP CLUB. CH #67, P.O. Box 82, Paris, 
TX 75461-0082; meets 3rd Mon., 7:00 PM, Calvary 
Methodist Church, 3105 Lamar Ave., Paris.

PRAIRIE BEAVER REGIONAL GROUP, British North 
America Philatelic Society Ltd., Unit #1, 501 Fairview 
Ave., College Station TX 77840-2933.

RED RIVER STAMP SOCIETY, CH #58, P.O. Box 3352, 
Shreveport LA 71133-3352; meets 1st Wed., 7:30 PM, 
Aulds South Bossier Branch Library, 3950 Wayne Ave., 
Bossier City.

SAN ANTONIO PHILATELIC ASSN., LCH #3, 514 
Santa Monica, San Antonio TX 78212-1838; meets every 
Fri., 7:30 PM, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 514 Santa 
Monica, San Antonio.

SEAGULL STAMP CLUB, LCH # 11, P.O. Box 30574, 
Corpus Christi TX 78463-0574; meets 2nd Weds., 7:00 
PM, Main Library, 805 Comanche St., Corpus Christi.

SOUTH PLAINS STAMP CLUB, CH #36, P.O. Box 
68154, Lubbock TX 79414-8154; meets 4th Tues. (2nd 
Tues. in Nov. and Dec.), 7:30 PM, Municipal Garden & 
Arts Center, 4215 S. University Ave, Lubbock.

TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY, Unit #3, 3916 
Wyldwood Rd., Austin TX 78739-3005.

TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB, LCH #10, 4113 Paint 
Rock Dr., Austin TX 78731-1320; meets biannually in 
various cities.

TEXOMA STAMP CLUB. CH #64, 411 W. Reiman 
St., Seymour TX 76380-2439; meets 2nd Thurs. and 
4th Tues., 7:00 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd., 
Wichita Falls.

TWIN LAKES COIN AND STAMP CLUB, CH #66, 
906 Nola Ruth Blvd., Harker Heights TX 76548-1540; 
meets last Tues., 6:30 PM, Harker Heights Library, 901 
S. Ann Blvd., Harker Heights.

WICHITA FALLS COIN & STAMP CLUB, LCH #5, 
411 W. Reiman St., Seymour TX 76380-2439; meets 
4th Thurs., 7:30 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd., 
Wichita Falls.

chapter meetings



A Gift to the TPA Membership

I have a lot of John F. Kennedy first day covers that I want to give to members of 
the Texas Philatelic Association.

The first is for the Kennedy stamp issued with a nationwide first day on May 29, 
1964. The cover, canceled in Dallas, has an error in the cachet inscription below 
the portrait of President Kennedy. The inscription reads: “And the FLOW from 
that fire can truly light the world.” The inscriptions should have read:”And the 
GLOW from that fire can truly light the world.”

These covers were prepared by the Dallas Philatelic Society and addressed to the 
club post office box. Perhaps some of you Dallas residents can remember them 
or even participating in their preparation.

The second cover TPA members will receive is a memorial for President Kennedy 
issued on the first anniversary of his death. It is dated November 22, 1964, and 
the cachet depicts the President and an eagle with this inscription: “When thou 
seest an eagle thou seest a portion of genius. Lift up thy head.” This cover, pre-
pared by the Dallas Philatelic Society, also bears the Kennedy stamp.

The error first day cover and the Memorial cover are both free to TPA members, 
so just send me your name and address and you’ll get them both.

I have over 100 of each and they are telling me they want a new home!

This is yet another benefit of being a TPA member!

 Friendship through Philately,

 Warren H. Crain
 P.O. Box 5954  
 San Antonio, Texas 78200



DoubleTree Hotel Dallas Near the Galleria
(LBJ Freeway at Midway Road)

Dallas, Texas
Welcoming the National Convention 
of the United States Stamp Society

and the
111th Annual Convention

of the Texas Philatelic Association.

Philatelic Road Show
Bring your stamps and covers for an expert analysis!

Also, Youth Fun Center, National and Regional Dealers,
 Opening Ceremony, Award Banquet, Free Seminars,

Special Cachet and Pictorial Cancellation,
and U.S. Postal Service Sales Counter.

Free admission, Free Parking
Check our website for updates and an exhibit prospectus:

http://home.comcast.net/~kochacabana/TEXPEX/index.html,
or for further information,

call (972) 883-4951 or e-mail tkoch@utdallas.edu.

The Doubletree Hotel Dallas Near the Galleria show rate is
$98 single or double. Reservations must be made by April 1, 2007.

The national reservation number is 1 (800) 222-TREE.
The local number is (972) 385-9000.

Sponsored by the Southwest Philatelic Foundation
P.O. Box 835491

Richardson, TX  75083-5491

TEXPEX 2007
World Series of Philately Exhibition 
Sanctioned by the American Philatelic Society

April 13-15, 2007


