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Born in Yorktown, Texas, Harlon H. Block never
knew he would be in one of the most famous U.S.
military photographs of all-time. After planting the
pole in the ground on top of Iwo Jima’s Mount
Suribachi on Feb. 23, 1945 (far right below), he
would be killed by a Japanese mortar on March 1.

TEXPEX 2015 is featuring
“U.S. M ilit a ry in Te x a s , 1 8 4
5-1945”
45-1945”
in Grapevine, Texas, Feb. 27 - March 1, 2015
Among many special TEXPEX seminars,
Maj. Ted Bahry (USMC, Ret.)
will discuss the Iwo Jima stamp and covers
plus Harlon Block and the two flag raisings.
Of the Battle of Iwo Jima,
CINCPAC Fleet Admiral
Chester W. Nimitz of
Fredericksburg, Texas
said:

“Uncommon Valor
was a Common
Virtue”

See inside front cover for details
and TPHS meeting times

The famous
photograph
by Joe Rosenthal

TPHS Meetings Set for

TEXPEX 2015

TEXPEX 2015 will be held Feb. 27-March 1 at the Hilton DFW
Lakes Executive Conference Center, 1800 Hwy. 26E, Grapevine,
Texas, 76051, 817-410-6777, or go to www.texpex.org for a
direct link to the show hotel rate page.

Military Forts in Texas
Friday, Feb. 27, 1 p.m., Piney Woods Room
Besides being chairman of TEXPEX for the third consecutive year, Vince King is
a member of the Council of Philatelists of the Smithsonian National Postal Museum. He has been president of the Texas Postal History Society and was interim
president of the Texas Philatelic Association. His Texas-related exhibits have won
an international gold medal, many APS World Series of Philately golds and a reserve grand award at an APS World Series of Philately show. He is a member of
the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society.

Confederate Postal History
Friday Feb. 27, 2 p.m., Piney Woods Room
Trish Kaufmann was elected to the Council of Philatelists of the Smithsonian National Postal Museum in 2011. She served as editor of The Confederate Philatelist
from 1973 to 1987 abd has been the associate editor since 2013. She was the first
woman to serve as president of the Confederate Stamp Alliance and the youngest
person to receive the honorary title of “General” in the Alliance. She has won major
national awards for Confederate and valentine exhibits.

The Mexican War
Friday, Feb. 27, 3 p.m., Piney Woods Room
Mark E. Banchik is a New York anesthesiologist who is an APS certified chief
judge and president of the American Philatelic Congress and a member of the Collectors Club of New York, among others. He has served on the board of directors of
the APS. As a member of the Mexico-Elmhurst Philatelic Society International, he
is an expert in Mexican Philately. He won an award for writing the Handbook of
Classic Mexico. He is the chief judge at this year’s TEXPEX.

Iwo Jima 1945: The U.S. Marines and the Postage Stamp
Saturday, Feb. 28, 11 a.m., Piney Woods Room
Ted Bahry dropped out of high school and enlisted in the Marines at 17 years of
age plus one day. He ended up staying more than 28 years as an enlisted Marine
and officer. He served a total of four years in Vietnam. Ted is a longtime life member of the APS and the APRL. He's a retired APS judge who has judged at TEXPEX. He has written many philatelic articles. One of his specialties has been Iwo
Jima. He's known and interviewed many of the survivors. He published his first article on Iwo Jima 40 years ago this month.

Texas Military Installations
& Their Post Offices in the Great War
Saturday, Feb. 28, 3 p.m., Piney Woods Room
John Germann’s passion for philatelic research has led him to publish detailed
books on Louisiana and Texas post offices. He has been an officer of the Texas
Postal History Society and the Houston Philatelic Society. He is the president of
the TPA. He has done detailed research into military camps in Texas during World
Wars I and II. His presentation will take an introductory look at World War I camps
in Texas that includes their nature, their distribution and their postal services.

All members are encouraged
to attend the TPHS functions
at TEXPEX. The schedule:
6:15 p.m., Friday, Feb. 27 The Fling is a part of the
Chairman’s Private Reception at the Grapevine Convention and Visitors Bureau,
636 S. Main St., Grapevine
TX 76051, 800-457-6338.
1 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 28 General Meeting, Pheasant
Ridge Room, Hilton DFW
Lakes Hotel.

Special Seminars
highlight the
show theme:

U.S. Military
History in Texas,
1845 - 1945
They include
presentations by TPHS
President Vince King
plus TPHS
member John Germann
All should interest the
postal historian
Trish Kaufmann’s program on the CSA
will include Texas. Ted Bahry’s Iwo
Jima talk includes one of the flag raisers - Texan Harlon Block. Mark
Banchik will discuss The Mexican War.
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Charles Deaton
Specializing in Texas Postal History for 40 Years

My Selling specialty is tracking
down those rare stamps and covers
that are hard to find and really add
something to your collection
P.O. Box 27408, Houston TX 77227
Phone (713) 927-9948
cwdeaton@aol.com
In The Summer
contact me on Cape Cod:
P.O. Box 2836
Orleans, MA 02653

Illustrated ad covers for Texas fraternal organizations are quite rare. Here is the only such
ad cover I have ever seen for the Galveston Lodge No. 3 of the IOOF, the International
Order of Odd Fellows. It shows the "three links" design so familiar to students of fraternal
ad covers. IOOF has dwindled in importance considerably, but was a well-known organization back in the day. Fancy cancel collectors occasionally find this "three links" design in
cancels carved by IOOF-member postmasters during the 1870-1880 period.
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From the President

Texas-Related Postal History
Seminars aplenty at TEXPEX
Vince King

I

hope to see many of you at the annual TEXPEX World
Series of Philately Show in Grapevine in late February.
The show theme is “U.S. Military History in Texas,
1845 - 1945.” Appropriately, one of the best researchers in
our membership, John Germann, will make a special presentation about “Texas Military Installations & Their Post
Offices in the Great War” on Saturday, Feb. 28 at 3 p.m. in
the Piney Woods Room of the Hilton DFW Lakes Executive Conference Center in Grapevine, Texas. The Great
War, of course, was World War I. In addition, I will talk
about “Military Forts in Texas” that were prevalent in West
Texas in the 1800s. That presentation will also be in the
Piney Woods Room on Friday, Feb. 27 at 2 p.m.
National experts are also scheduled to present outstanding
postal history seminars. Trish Kaufmann is an expert in
Confederate philately and will talk about that subject,
which includes Texas. Mark Banchik, the chief judge at
TEXPEX, will share his expertise on the “The Mexican
War,” that also has a Texas flavor. As if that were not
enough, Maj. Ted Bahry (USMC, Ret.), is the most
knowledgeable living authority on the battle of Iwo Jima,
including the two flag raisings and the stamp that was issued in 1945. One of the figures in the famous photograph

Texas Postal
History Society
Journal
New Texas Postal History Society Website now available
at w w w. tex a s c o v e r s . o r g

Founded in 1975, the TPHS is affiliated with the
Texas Philatelic
Association and
the American
Philatelic Society.

taken of the second flag-raising atop Mount Suribachi was
native Texan Harlon Block. You can read about him in this
edition of the Journal.
I encourage you to look at the full schedule of TEXPEX
seminars on the inside front cover of this Journal and to attend as many events as you can. And, of course, we have
our TPHS Spring Fling that will be held in conjunction
with the TEXPEX Chairman’s Reception (a private event at
the Grapevine Convention and Visitor’s Bureau in downtown Grapevine not far from the show hotel). That event is
set for 6:15 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 27. You are also encouraged to attend our general meeting at 1 p.m. on Saturday,
Feb. 28 in the Pheasant Ridge Room at the show.

DUES
We hope to retain all of our members and add more. You
can help by paying your dues to Secretary-Treasurer Lyle
Boardman as soon as you can. The TPHS website at
www.texascovers.org has special features
available only to members. If you have
any questions, please contact me at
entech.design@verizon.net.

The Texas Postal History Society Journal is the official publication of the Texas Postal History Society. It
is published quarterly. The TPHS is not responsible for
the accuracy of any contributed articles. Articles and
images submitted by regular or electronic mail are
welcomed by the editor. The TPHS provides no guarantee that submitted articles will be printed or when
they may be printed. Articles may be reproduced with
prior permission and attribution.
The Journal is available to members of the society.
Dues to the TPHS are $18 per year, payable to the Secretary-Treasurer. Single copies are $5, plus $1 FirstClass postage.
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70 Years Ago This Month, a Texan was
Immortalized in a Famous Photograph
That Became a U.S. Postage Stamp
Corp. Harlon Block,
U.S. Marine Corps
Harlon Block was born Nov. 6, 1924, in
Yorktown, Texas. His family later settled in
Weslaco, Texas, in the Rio Grande Valley.
Block joined the U.S. Marines in 1943
and fought in the battles of Bougainville and
Iwo Jima. At Iwo Jima he attained everlasting fame as one of the five Marines who
raised the U.S. flag on Mount Suribachi, a
moment that was captured by Associated
Press photographer Joe Rosenthal. His
Pulitzer Prize-winning photo, taken Feb. 23,
1945, was printed around the world and is
one of the most famous combat photos of all
time.
The event was actually the second flagraising on Suribachi. The first flag was small
and a larger one was desired in order for all
the troops to see that the U.S. was atop the
highest point of the bloody battle.
Later in the battle on March 1, Corp.
Block was killed by a mortar explosion. The
identification of the flag-raisers came into
question. Block was initially not mentioned
as one of the six. Later testimony by the
three surviving flag-raisers acknowledged it
was Block on the far right placing the pole
into the ground. Block’s mother, Belle, also
thought it was her son.
James Bradley, son of one of the flag
raisers, John Bradley (a Navy pharmacist
mate), wrote a New York Times best-selling
book, “Flags of Our Fathers.” It was made
into a movie in 2006 directed by Clint Eastwood. The movie included Harlon Block.

In a special 70th-anniversary presentation,
philatelist and Iwo Jima expert Maj. Ted Bahry (USMC,
Ret.) will discuss the two ﬂag raisings, the stamp, Harlon Block and Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz. The
free event is set for Saturday, Feb. 28, at 11 a.m. in the
Piney Woods room at TEXPEX. Bahry wrote the cover
story about the same subject for the APS’ American
Philatelist magazine in the February 2015 edition.

Texan Harlon Block, at far right planting the pole in the ground,
on the 1945 U.S. 3¢ stamp based on the photograph by Associated Press photographer Joe Rosenthal. Block is also shown in
his Marine dress uniform.

Please consider a donation to the
TPHS Journal publication fund.
Contact Lyle Boardman, lcb1941@att.net.
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The original mold version of the Iwo
Jima monument in Washington DC, rests in
Harlingen, Texas. Block was initially
buried in the 5th Marine Division Cemetery
on Iwo Jima. He was reburied in his hometown of Weslaco in 1949. In 1995, he was
re-interred next to the Iwo Jima Memorial
on the grounds of the U.S. Marine Military
Academy in Harlingen, Texas, just west of
Weslaco. Rest in peace, Marine.

At left, two first day of issue covers
dated July 11, 1945. At top is a Grimsland cachet and at the bottom is an
IOOR cachet.

Photographer Joe
Rosenthal, left, was criticized by some for “staging” the second flag
raising, but he maintained the shot was not
rehearsed and that he
nearly missed the picture. He claimed he took
only one shot. A live
movie of the flag raising
that was discovered later
shows it was not staged. Rosenthal received the
Pulitzer Prize for the picture that was reproduced on
war bond posters, the postage stamp, cachets, and a
U.S. coin, and, of course, was memorialized in the
large bronze monument in Washington D.C.

At right, a set of covers showing the first and
second flag raisings on the 35th anniversary
of the event, both with plate number blocks.
This month marks the 35th year since these
covers were made in Florida.
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EDITOR’s NOTE 2015
The Texas Postal History Society marks its 40th year in 2015. Throughout the year we will reprint some of the
early stories from the TPHS Journal to provide a perspective on the reasons the organization was created and
what interested several of the charter members. In this issue you will see an opening welcome by our founder,
Charles Deaton, who was the first Journal editor. In addition, there is a story from the first edition by Edward
B.T. Glass titled, “Why A Texas Postal History Society.” A list of charter members of the TPHS from the second Journal edition on page 10, along with notations of those who are still a members after 40 years. –Tom
Koch

THE TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY
THE EDITOR’S PAGE
The following is a reprint from Charles Deaton’s
“Editor’s Page” in the inaugural issue of the TPHS
Journal in 1975.
Welcome, welcome to the very first issue of the
Texas Postal History Society Journal. First, let me give
you a status report on our fledgling organization. As
this is written (early December), we have enlisted 39
paid-up members. And that, as someone commented,
means 39 people were willing to send in their $5 just
on faith – without seeing anything other than a letter
from me or a notice in a stamp newspaper. I personally
am quite pleased with this response, and I think we'll
pick up some more members now that we have a Journal in print to send to prospective members. I think it
is entirely possible for us to build our membership up
to the 60 or 75 or even the 100 member level
within the next few months. Since there are still several weeks left before our December 31, 1975 charter
membership deadline, we will not attempt to list our
membership in this first Journal. Rather, a complete
list of all charter members, along with their collecting
interests, will be included with the March, 1976 issue
of the Journal. Now, here's some news about our first
meeting and other things of interest:
FIRST MEETING: The first get-together for the
TPHS has been set for the weekend of Feb. 14-15,
1976, at the Howard Johnson's Motor Lodge, 7800 N.
Interregional Hwy., Austin, Texas. (This is the only
Howard Johnson's in Austin, and is conveniently located at the intersection of IH 35 and State Hwy. 183.)
This date was chosen after checking with several people to make sure there were no other philatelic events
around the state, and we hope it fits into your sched-

ule. We have reserved a block of rooms and a meeting
room at Howard Johnson's. This meeting room will
cost the club $35 a day, but we get $4 credit for every
overnight guest we generate for the motel, so, with a
good attendance, it won't cost the club anything at all.
Make your plans now to come in on Saturday, Feb. 14
in time for some cover talking and swapping (and a
dutch-treat dinner Saturday night at a nearby restaurant). On Sunday morning, we'll have a breakfast
meeting and a short business session, and then will devote the rest of the day to more important things such
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as more cover swapping and talking. You need to (l)
mail in the enclosed reservation card, and (2) drop
me a note, too, so I'll know how many reservations to
make for that breakfast meeting on Sunday morning.
(My address is shown above; my phone is 512-4741352, and I'll be glad to handle your reservations if you
wish.)
OTHER MEETINGS: More about these later, but we
should be able to arrange a get-together for interested
cover collectors at the Seagull Stamp Club's Show in
Corpus Christi on May 7-9, 1976, and also at the TEXANEX '76 Show in San Antonio on June 18, 1976. You
might note those dates in your calendar.
BIG NEWS ABOUT RESEARCH MATERIALS: For
those of you who don't know about it, there exists a
monumental work entitled Postmasters and Post Offices
in Texas, 1846-1930. This study, compiled by one Jim
Wheat, contains (1) a list of all 254 Texas counties,
showing the post offices that have existed in each
county; (2) an alphabetical list of all post offices that
existed in Texas in those years, showing the dates of establishment and discontinuance for each; and (3) an alphabetical list of all persons who served as a postmaster
at any Texas post office in those years. This work is undated and has unfortunately not been published.
In manuscript form it is approximately 1,800 typewritten pages long. As far as is presently known, it is available only on microfilm at the Baylor University Library
in Waco, the Southwest Texas State University Library
in San Marcos, and the State Archives in Austin. I think
the author is the same Jim Wheat who published a couple of booklets on Texas ghost towns in 1971, and I am
currently trying to locate him through an address in the
booklets to find out if he has published this study or if
plans are being made for publication. If you would be
interested in obtaining a copy, let me know. If enough
demand is evident, then possibly a decision to publish
might come sooner. In the meantime, you'll have to be
content to use the microfilm version. If you can make
the arrangements, I think it would be worth your time to
come to our Feb. 14-15 meeting in Austin a day or two
early so you can spend some time examining this study
in the Archives. I'll be glad to act as a guide for this if
you do, and I assure you that you'll come away astounded at the wealth of postal history information con-

A VALUABLE ADDITION
FOR THE
TEXAS POSTAL HISTORIAN!
TEXAS POSTMASTER
AND
COUNTY HANDSTAMPS
ON COVER, 1857-1911
BY FRED EKENSTAM

This book chronicles the history, development and
usages of county and postmaster handstamps of
Texas on cover known to date. The covers, over 150
of them, are presented in full color. There are two
tables which list the known 221 cancellations
alphabetically and then again alphabetically by
county. There is a rarity guide which estimates value
based on years of usage and what has been seen or
documented. Several of the covers are from the
stampless period, a few are from the Confederate
period, but most are from the 1870s and 1880s.

Only $55 postpaid
Send your check to:
Fred Ekenstam
803 Dogwood Lane
Fredericksburg TX 78624
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tained in this work. I did not know about this remarkable study myself until a couple of months ago, when I
learned of it through some of the letters that my efforts
to start a TPHS brought in. I don't know how long this
microfilm has been available, but it was apparently
discovered by two different groups of Texas cover collectors a year or so ago, and all efforts by both groups
to locate Wheat were futile. Can anyone help us find
this gentleman who has done this tremendous compilation??
YOU AND THE TPHS: To those of you who have
asked what you can do to get the TPHS ball rolling,
we need help of several kinds. First of all, articles
about interesting covers are and always will be
needed. Have you run across some marking unlisted in
any catalog? or have you made a study of the different
postmarks used by some town over a period of years?
or have you found a cover whose markings leave you
slightly puzzled? or have you noticed something of
historical importance about an otherwise-routine
cover? Then write it down on paper, whether it is a
few sentences or a few pages, and send it to me so we
can put it in the Journal. We also need some volunteer
workers for several chores. Anyone care to handle the
Auction Realizations section? All you have to do is
just watch the auctions and write up their interesting
Texas items once every three months. It is really a nice
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way to keep up with the market yourself. And what
about volunteers to coordinate research projects such
as a study of Texas RPO's, Texas flag cancels, Texas
County and Postmaster cancels, Texas manuscript
town markings, etc. Surely there are examples of all of
these unlisted by the various catalogs, and new discoveries should be reported in this Journal. Now then.
Which job are you most interested in?
COMING IN FUTURE JOURNAL ISSUES: Among
the articles all ready for printing is an expansion of
Gene Gaddy's research piece on Dallas County postal
history as printed in STAMPS Magazine earlier this
year. Gene has added his comments about the relative
scarcity of the various Dallas County postmarks, and
this article will be printed in the next Journal, which,
by the way, will be published quarterly. We also have
an interesting article by Guy Prescott on some unusual
Texas Confederate covers ready to go for the next
issue. Plans are being made for an article on the use of
the 1847 stamps in Texas (to be written by one of the
foremost authorities on this issue in the country). We
also hope to have an article on Texas RFD markings
with the help and collaboration of this country's most
respected researcher in this area. And, finally, we plan
to have that article you are thinking about writing at
this very moment, so please get to work.

WHY A TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY
By Edward B. T. Glass
This seems a strange question to ask a group of people
who would not be reading this article unless they were
somewhat familiar with the subject. The writer, teaching at the University of Texas at Austin about fifteen
years ago, used to try and agitate students with the old
quotation “there are no stupid questions, only stupid
answers.” I ended up convincing myself of the fact
that none of us knows it all, and without questions
we'll not learn one new thing; that is, if you want to
learn or help someone else by sharing your knowledge. In answer to the question, and in order not to appear too stupid, let me break it down into, for me,
manageable bits.
TEXAS. Another question: Where else in the United
States can a piece of real estate, not too well defined in

the early periods, demonstrate in its postal history that
during a forty-five year span, 1820-1865, it was:
(a) An out-post of settlements of the Kingdom of
Spain.
(b) Part of a state of the Republic of Mexico.
(c) An independent Republic.
(d) One of the United States of America.
(e) An independent state following secession.
(f) One of the Confederate States of America.
(g) One of the United States of America again.
The above listed political conditions of what we now
call Texas can be dated from any history book, but not
in a “postal history” sense. Postal markings carry over
from one period to another, and during periods (a)

Page 8

Texas Postal History Society Journal, Vol. 40, No. 1 February 2015

through (d) towns changed their postal markings –
"townmark" or CDS (for circular date stamp) – at
least four of five times on the average. Without a complete letter or “docketing” marks on a cover, only periods (e), (f), and (g) can be dated in the sense that a
cover is a “first” or “last” day of a period. This is because of year-dated townmarks or “Star Die” embossed envelopes with month and date townmark
cancels.
POSTAL HISTORY. (Try to find a simple definition!)
How many times have I been at a pleasant social gathering and had someone ask, “I hear you're a stamp collector – how many do you have – what's the oldest –
what's it worth – etc.?” Half an hour later, I'm still
doing my postal history monologue, my audience has
changed, my wife is pretending she didn't come with
me, and the hostess is obviously making mental notes
to never invite me again.
Of the various writers I've turned to for help, I believe
Tracy Simpson defines this vast field of collecting in
the fewest possible words: “The postage stamp is the
receipt for money paid for mail service to be rendered,
and the postal markings indicate what mail service
was furnished. Only by reference to the markings
can the history of a cover be determined, and unless
this history is known, the usual objective of collecting
is unattained; that is, to know the essential facts about
the items collected.
“This is why the study of postal markings goes hand in
hand with the study of stamps. Completeness of identification is impossible unless both are investigated.
Modern collecting of early U.S. stamps follows this
pattern: stamp plus postal history as evidenced by the
markings on the cover.” (From Tracy W. Simpson,
U.S.Postal Markings 1851-'61 and Related Mail Services, published by Tracy W. Simpson, 1959).
It is interesting that Mr. Simpson differentiates between “stamps” – and this is what his book is all
about, i.e., the postal markings on U.S. stamps issued
during the period named – and "postal markings,”
which are then identified as postal history. His monumental book, the equivalent of all other books on this
period put together, does ignore, except for a few in-

stances, the “prestamp” and “stampless” covers which
probably constituted the bulk of the mail for at least
half of the period he's concerned with. These covers
have not only their own “stampless” markings, but
also nearly all of the markings used on stamped covers. Much of Texas postal history falls within this category, possibly because of poor distribution of stamps
and/or envelopes to small post offices during the middle 1850’s. Maybe demand was so slight that the fact
that Nesbitt envelopes with manuscript markings are
so available to collectors is an evidence of Post Office
economy.
While nearly all of the postal markings used elsewhere
in the United States were also applied or written on
covers originating in Texas, this writer does question
whether all of the stamps and/or embossed envelopes
issued by the United States government were distributed to, and used from, Texas. Stamps were and are issued to indicate prepayment of rates set forth in the
“Postal Laws and Regulations” for particular years as
passed by Congress. Issuance of stamps usually followed need or demand by several years. Texas mail
for most of this period seems to indicate that the high
rates for multiple weight or foreign mail were usually
made up of combinations of the lower (below 12¢) denomination stamps rather than the single 24¢ stamp
(the rate to Britain) or 30¢ stamp (the rate to Germany). The 15¢ and 21¢ rates to Belgium and France
are naturally combinations at this time, since there
were no such stamps. The 12¢ stamp is fairly wellknown as prepaying the quadruple weight usually required by legal correspondence. Covers of this rate are
good, though sometimes ugly because of the docketing
which does tell when a particular townmark was used,
right down to the day, month, and year.
The period in which Texas was in the Confederacy
raises many questions, also. Were all of the stamps issued by the Confederate States of America Postmaster
General John H. Reagan, “a good ol' Texas boy,” sent
to Texas? Was there time for the “sample” stamps,
the “Frameline” and the “Ten” to be sent to Texas?
Why send the 2¢ brown, a “carrier” stamp, to a place
that had no carrier service?
Young collectors of postal history might not be able to
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envision a time about thirty-five or forty years ago
when there were only “stamp” collectors and dealers.
These people believed that a cancelled stamp should
rightfully be hinged in an appropriate space in a stamp
album only until it could be replaced by a mint stamp.
In order to do this, stamps had to be cut and soaked off
of covers, and the higher the denomination, the
quicker it was done. If this theory is not correct, what
happened to the 1847 stamps (and other “premium”
values of later issues) sent to Texas? And what happened to the Confederate “Frameline” and “Ten” and
l0¢ rose stamps sent to Texas?
SOCIETY. According to the 1948 edition of The New
Century Dictionary published by the D. AppletonCentury Co., society is defined as
:
(a) “companionship or company, as to seek or enjoy
one's society”
(b) “a body of persons associated in action by their
calling, interests, etc.”
(c) “an alliance, hence an organization of persons associated together for the promotion of common purposes . . .”
The dictionary is usually considered to be the last
“word” when it comes to definitions. In the above, I
believe we are told that our “society,” by definition,
should be a cooperative group. I hope we work that
way.
For some reason, collectors of Texas postal history
material have seemed in the past reluctant to exhibit or
write concerning the subject. This is, in part, explained
by the remarkable achievement of Alex L. ter Braake
in getting his series of articles on Texas postal history
published in the American Philatelist and later in book
form by the American Philatelic Society (APS). This
writer, a year or so after publication of Alex's book,
asked the editor of the APS publications whether the
APS would be interested in additional, supplemental,
articles on Texas. The answer went along the theme of
“No, ter Braake has done it all . . . exhausted the
subject . . .”
This is simply not so. Alex, himself, says in his book
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that his is only a general treatment, and that only on
Galveston has he done an in-depth study. Alex's work
on Galveston is the type of study that can, and should
be, done on any and every community in Texas. It
won't be too difficult, if we do it together.
***
Editor’s note: In Ed's cover letter (his address is Box
18, UNM. Albuquerque, N.M. 87131) bringing this article to me, he remarked that “on re-reading this, I see
its implication is that postal history stops at the Civil
War, and I did not intend to give this impression.
In fact, I'm very curious about the Reconstruction period, the use of the grilled stamps, the 1869 issue, etc.
The banknote period is interesting, too, with lots of
new towns, railroad cancellations, illustrated covers
and corner cards.” I agree with Ed’s comments about
these later postal history fields, and would also add
that I have found some of the more recent fields to be
quite interesting. The flag cancels, the early machine
cancels, and the slogan cancels of the last few decades
make very attractive covers and are most challenging
to collect.
Ed's account in his article of his “postal history monologue” at a party reminded me of similar problems I've
had when trying to explain my collecting interests to a
non-collector. I guess we all have to come to grips
with this sooner or later, and work out a good definition of postal history in our own minds. Alex ter
Braake, in the book mentioned in this article (and reviewed elsewhere in this Journal), said that when he
began studying postal history, no American student or
organization had been able to give a satisfactory definition of the term. Later, he wrote, the Postal
History Society of the Americas in 1968 published the
following definition: “Postal History is the study of
letter sheets, covers, cards, and related items, in reference to written communications transmitted by recognized means.”
This one-sentence definition did not satisfy all students, Alex noted, but a corollary to it detailing the
various categories of collectible postal history material
was also issued by the Society.
For another definition, you might consult the regular
ads placed in the American Philatelist by the English
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firm Rigby Philatelic Auctions, Ltd., self-described as
the “largest postal history auctioneers in the world.”
Their ad says: “Postal History is the study of the use
of the postage stamp, both adhesive and handstruck. It
includes stamps on cover, postal stationery, and cancellations. It can be either simple or technical (just like

any other form of Philately), depending entirely upon
your own choice of collecting.”
Anyone else care to get their two cents' worth in on
this subject? If so, just drop me a letter with your own
definition of postal history, and we'll continue this discussion in the next issue of this Journal.

CHARTER MEMBERS OF THE
TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY
As listed in the second TPHS Journal, March 1976

Bold Face - Still active
ARNOLD, S. M, St. Louis, MO.
BASSOUS, Sam, Corpus Christi, TX
BAKER, James, H, Houston, TX
BEALS, David T. II, Kansas City, MO
BEARD, Brad A., Houston, TX
BEERY, Charles C, Houston, TX
BLEULER, Gordon G. Dallas TX
BOBBITT, Ottis C., San Angelo TX
BRILL, James E., Houston, TX
BUTLER, Glenn J., Dallas, TX
BYNE, Richard H., San Antonio;TX
CARLSON, Richard D., Fairborn, OH
CROSBY, Joe H., Oklahoma City, OK
DEATON, Charles, Austin, TX
EISERMAN, Mrs. Fred, Houston, TX
ELLIOTT, Leo A., Quanah, TX
EMERY, Dr. Wm. H. P., San Marcos, TX
ERICKSON, Alice Lee, Ingleside, TX
FIELDS, W. E., Pasadena, TX
FORCHElMER, Mrs. Opal, Houston, TX
FRENCH, Dan. W., Beaumont, TX
GADDY, A. E. (Gene), Dallas, TX
GEELAN, Charles, Normangee, TX
GLASS, Edward B. T., Albuquerque, NM
GOERTE, Carl and Dorothy, Shiner, TX
GREENWALD, Edward S. MD, New Rochelle, NY
GUNTER, Erin S., Baton Rouge, LA
HAMBRIGHT, James W., Beaumont, TX
HIGLEY, Tom, Amarillo, TX
HILL, Edward M., Houston, TX
HINES, Steven; Chicago, IL
HOWARD, Edwin Lee, Silver Spring, MD

HYATT, Gordon A, San Marcos, TX
JARRETT, David L., New York, NY
KILGORE, Dan E., Corpus Christi, TX
KINYON, Lawrence, APO SF, CA
LEISSNER, Edgar L., Houston, TX
McDANIEL, William K., Angleton, TX
MARTIN, Larry W., Bellaire, TX
MAYERSON, Richard and JoAnn, Lockhart, TX
MIKESKA, Marvin R., Longview, TX
PARKER, Ward S., St. Louis, MO
PFLUGER, J. G., San Angelo, TX
PRESCOTT, Guy, Los Angeles, CA
RODGERS, Rick, Houston, TX
ROSENBERG. Rudy I., Williston Pike, NY
SANDEEN, William M., Houston, TX
SEELE, Hermann H., San Antonio, TX
SCHINDLER, Fred F., Grand Prairie, TX
SCHMIDT, Walter G., Dallas, TX
SHANNON, Jim, Waco, TX
SHIREY, David M.Marshall, TX
SMITH, Donald T., Eugene, OR
SPELMAN, Henry M. III, San Anselmo, CA
SPIES, Richard E., San Antonio, TX
STEPHENS, Jane, Austin, TX
STEVENS, Russell D., Austin, TX
STREETER, Leo E., Houston, TX
STUART, Joe D., Austin, TX
TRAMMELL, Jack L., Arlington, TX
VIEL, Mrs. E. W., Houston TX
WHITWORTH, Mrs. Malina D., San Antonio, TX
WICKER, Milton G., Houston, TX
WILLIAMS, Richard J, Dallas, TX

HONORARY MEMBER
TER BRAAKE, Alex L., Charleston, WV
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TPHS to Recognize 40 Years at TEXPEX 2015
The 2015 TEXPEX APS World
Series of Philately show set for
Feb. 27-March 1 will be the site for
the annual Spring Fling and general
meeting.
The show will return to the
Hilton DFW Lakes Executive Con-

ference Center, 1800 Hwy. 26 E.,
Grapevine, TX 76051 for the third
consecutive year. The direct hotel
number is 817-410-6777. The
TEXPEX website (www.texpex.org)
has a Personal Online Reservation
Page for booking a room at the

TEXPEX

2015

U.S. Military in Texas: 1845 - 1945

Feb. 27 - March 1

This is your invitation to Texas’
only APS World Series of Philately Show
featuring the Annual Meetings of the
Texas Philatelic Association
Texas Postal History Society
Mobile Post Office Society

Hilton DFW Lakes
Executive Conference Center
1800 Hwy. 26 East

Grapevine, Texas

w w w. t e x p e x . o r g

TEXPEX rate.The group name is
TEXPEX 2015.
The show theme is “U.S. Military in Texas: 1845-1945.” A selection of speakers will talk about
covers created from the Republic
of Texas era to the end of World
War II. The show cachet will also
reflect the theme.
Besides the TPHS and Texas
Philatelic Association meetings, the
Mobile Post Office Society will
convene at the show.
The TPHS was established in
1975 to serve a growing number of
collectors interested in the wide
range of postal history produced by
the state. The society will meet at 1
p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 28 at the
hotel.
All five APS-accredited judges
at TEXPEX this year include postal
history as a specialty, which offers
a good opportunity for TPHS members to show their material. The
judges are Dr. Mark Banchik, Elizabeth Hisey, George Kramer,
Thomas Lera and Tony Wawrukiewicz.
TPHS President Vince King is
chairman of TEXPEX. Members
Tom Koch and Lyle Boardman are
members of the committee.
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Seen at Auction

by Tom Koch

CSA Items Still Dominate Major Auctions
I was impressed by the $1,000 realization of an 1861 Confederate semi-official cover from Austin, Texas, to Nacogdoches.
The estimate was $500 in the November 2014 ChicagoPex Sale
by Regency Superior that offered a batch of CSA material. On the
other hand Lot 2253, estimated at $400, only brought $190.
The Schuyler Rumsey Winter Sale in December put an estimate of $250-350 on a War Dept., 1879, 3¢ rose red, horizontal
pair, with blue Fort Davis, Texas five-point star duplex cancels
that soared to a $1,050 realization. The cover included a 2014 P.F.
certificate. The same sale offered several lots of USS TEXAS
material, a grouping of which realized $3,500. Two other large
USS TEXAS groups did not sell.
On eBay, an 1878 U.S. Consulate cover to Gen. E.O.C. Ord
in San Antonio sold for $203.50 despite major tears at the top.
The seller mentioned a murder and horse-stealing spree north of
Laredo by a marauding band of Mexicans and Indians from south
of the Rio Grande.
If you wish to study the items further, please go to the respective auction house websites for other realizations.

Regency Lot 2210

Regency Lot 2190

Lot 2164 - CSA (40XU2) 1861 Provisional Houston, Tx 10¢ Red To
San Antonio. Yellow cover with Provisional in upper left corner & black
cancel Houston Jun 15. Repaired at top, otherwise very fine. Ex-Hubert
Skinner. Cat $1500. Realized $450.

slit open at right. Mailed to San Antonio, Texas. Stamps in decent shape.
Est. $300. Realized $240.
.
Lot 2193 – CSA Two Covers including #7 ‘White Tie’ and #1 on
Piece. Three items, two covers and a piece, includes: (1) folded letter,
separated along center fold, franked with #2, in at bottom, and #7 with
distinctive 'white tie' plate flaw (pos. UR 30), pen cancels, tied by manuscript, Cedar Grove, TX to St. Augustine, TX, separated along other center fold and splits along folds; (2) #1 fresh color, pen cancel, on part
cover, file fold affects stamp, otherwise very fine; and (3) very fine #11
tied on cover to Orange Court House, VA, with 1864 Charlottesville, VA
double circle. Est. $350. Realized $250.

Lot 2210 - CSA (11) 1864 DAVIS 10¢ blue adversity folded letter
from Washington, Texas to Houston, Texas. Scarce adversity cover
made from folded note paper. Contents included, but very fragile. Stamp
damaged. Interesting item from Texas. Realized $190.
.
Lot 2190 – CSA (4a) 1863 Davis 5c dark blue (x2) pen canceled &
mss Catroville, April 12/631. Two Scott #4a stamps on brown cover,

Lot 2206 – CSA (6) 1862 pair of Davis 5c on adversity cover w/ picture of John Wharton inside. Small homemade cover created from a
page containing full woodcut portrait of John A. Wharton in Texas Militia uniform, most likely a pre-war illustration as it is by-lined from a
Philadelphia publication. Cover repaired with top & bottom reattached.
Partial strike of Chapel Hill, Tex addressed to Sergt. J. C. Wally, Care Lt
Lockhead, Co B 20 Regt, Galveston, Texas. Vertical pair of #6 with part

Regency Lot 2164

Chicagopex Auction, Regency Superior Public Auction No. 108, Nov. 22-23, 2014.
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Regency Lot 2245
Regency Lot 2193

Regency Lot 2246

Regency Lot 2206
of adjoining stamps at left, close at right & full top & bottom. Soiled but
fine. Est. $300. Realized $425.
Lot 2244 – CSA (2) 1861-62 Jefferson 10c blue, Huntsville, Texas to
Richmond, Texas. Brown cover with single Jefferson 10¢ blue stamp
tied Huntsville Tex/Nov 28 cds. Envelope completely open. Good shape.
Cat $450. Est. $300. Realized $270.
Lot 2245 – CSA (4) 1862 Davis 4c blue (x2) both with paid cancel
w/Waxahachie, Tex to San Antonio. Orange cover with two Davis 5¢

Regency Lot 2244

blue stamps at lower left canceled with PAID handstamps.
Waxahachie/Jul 8 cds above stamps. Cover addressed to County Clerk,
Bexar County, San Antonio, Texas. Cover slit open at right & black ink
stains in right corners. Est. $400. Realized $350.
Lot 2246 – CSA (4 & 6) 1862-63 Texas cover, mixed franking. Texas
cover with CSA #4 rough on right & #6 with large margins at sides & at
bottom, both tied by two strikes of indistinct cds. Addressed to Old
Nashville, Milam Co., Texas. Cover unsealed & opened roughly at left
with edge wear & toning. Est. $300. Realized $350.
Lot 2247 – CSA (6) 1862 Davis 5c light blue pair on Texas cover. Orange cover with horizontal pair London printing Davis in upper left corner. Some surface damage. Indistinct cancel sent to Columbia, Texas.

Regency Lot 2247
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Regency Lot 2249
Backflap intact & cover fine shape. Est. $250. Realized $160.
.
Lot 2249 – CSA (12) 1863-64 Davis 10c blue on Texas cover. White
cover with single stamp with indistinct Galveston, Tex cancel. Partly reduced at left. Stamp with toning at edges. Fine. Cat $260. Est. $150. Realized $85.

Regency Lot 2251

Lot 2250 – CSA 1861 Dept. of State semi-official cover handstamp
‘Paid 5’ & small double circle Austin, Tex cds. Attractive overall State
of Texas Department of State semi-official cover with the Lone Star
Texas State Seal (Dietz Type I). Cover with repaired tear at upper right,
and letters of 'PAID' strengthened in ink along tear. Postmark in black
AUSTIN/TEX//JUN/8/1861 in small double circle & black handstamped
PAID & 5 markings. Addressed to R.S. Walker & Capt. H.W. Raguet,
Nacogdoches, Texas. Very scarce design & clean cover. Small description from a previous auction included. (2010 CSA Cert. #05536). Est.
$500. Realized $1,000.
Regency Lot 2252
rells Co Terrys Reg Texas Rangers' & addressed to Mrs. M.A. Cocheron,
Bastrop. Texas. Terry's Texas Rangers (8th Tex Cav) was commanded by
Col. Benjamin F. Terry & assigned to the Army of Kentucky Oct 1861Jan 1862. Backflap missing & minor reduction at top. Light paper clip
mark at top. Ex-Telep. Est. $400. Realized $190.
Lot 2254 – CSA 1863 Waxahachie Tex paid 10 to Paris, Texas. Cover
with contents. CDS Waxahachie/Tex//Nov 12 at left & PAID 10 in circle at right. Note inside about friends. Cover opened at left (slightly reduced), some water stain at edges, otherwise fine condition. Signed John
L. Kimbrough/4-23-2005. Est. $300. Realized $170.
Regency Lot 2250
Lot 2251 – CSA 1861 Brownsville Tex/Jul 24 cover ‘Paid 10’ to
Houston, Texas. Orange cover with handstamped 'PAID 10' & CDS rimless Brownsville/Tex//JUL/24? Scarce, as are most Texas covers. Est.
$300. Realized $150.
Lot 2252 – CSA 1861 US 3c red on New Braunfels, Tex cover to
Seguin, Texas. Yellow cover with US Washington 3¢ dull red (#26) sent
to Sup't. J.D. Dove/ Seguin, Texas. Back pencil mss Rec'd April 11,
1861. Backflap damaged in opening. Cover used after Texas joined CSA.
Attractive & scarce. Cat $350. Est. $250. Realized $400.
Lot 2253 – CSA 1862 Texas cover with soldier’s (due) 10 (ms) with
weak Bowling Green Ky cds. Endorsed 'W. Nicholson private in Ter-

Regency Lot 2253
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Rumsey Lot 429
Regency Lot 2254

exceptionally rare Lyndon Johnson free franked cover. Est. $2,0003,000. Not sold.

The Winter Sale, Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions
No. 58, Dec. 8-11, 2014.

Lot 429 - George W. Bush, 1946-, 43rd President 2001-2009. Bold
manuscript "Grg Bush" free frank as President on White House imprinted envelope to Ronald E. Wade at Longview Tex., typed "Free" at
top right, Extremely Fine. Est. $2,000-3,000. Not sold.

Lot 362 - Nacogdoches, Tex., Aug 10, clear strike of cds on folded letter sheet to North Carolina, matching straight line "Paid" and manuscript "3" rate, VF. Est. $100-150. Realized $60.

Rumsey Lot 362
Lot 422 - Lyndon B. Johnson, 1908-1973, 36th President 1963-69.
Bold free frank "Lyndon B. Johnson" as ex-President on cover with
Austin Tex. Dec. 4, 1970 machine cancel, originally sent by collector
Fred Casoni who had obtained Johnson's signature and addressed the envelope in pencil to himself; at a later date the address was mostly erased
by Casoni although it is partly visible, VF, ex-Joyce, Hart, Kantor. An

Rumsey Lot 422

Lot 662 - U.S.S. Texas Postal History Collection, 1914-2004, extensive
holding of approximately 1,000 covers and cards mostly housed in a
dozen cover albums; showing the array of postal markings and usages
throughout starting with early cover and letter datelined "Off Anton
Lizardo, Mexico, October 8, 1914", 1915-16 usages off the east coast
and West Indies, later with the showing of censor markings at the start of
WWI, 1918 European war tour and post armistice covers and cards,
good showing of 1920's cover during the Pacific tour, strong showing of
1930's commemorative cachet covers including Navy Day, Armistice
Day, Presidents Day, etc., Texas Centennial stamp issue commemoration,
many Crosby cachets, with a myriad of location postmarks, nice assembly of WWII cover including 1942-43 Free usages, also includes a section of penalty with an extensive array of corner card and penalty
imprints, also a 1931-37 correspondence; a wonder assembly of U.S.S.
Texas covers which would be nearly impossible to duplicate, F.-V.F.
overall. Est. $3,000-4,000. Realized $3,500.
Lot 663 - U.S.S. Texas Naval Correspondence, 1917-19, of 33 covers
mostly from Percy Clark aboard the U.S.S. Texas during WWI to his
mother and father; each with original enclosure detailing his experience
during and shortly after WWI, F.-V.F. overall. Est. $400-600. Not sold.

Rumsey Lot 662x
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Lot 1784 - Confederacy, “Waul's Tex Legion", endorsed cover sent
from "L.D. Bradley, Capt. Co. B. 2nd Bat." to Fairfield, Tex., manuscript
"Due 10" and Fairfield attorneys at law corner card; reduced at right, F.V.F. Est. $100-150. Realized $220. No photo.
Lot 1785 - Confederacy, (Texas) Waxahachie, Tex./Jul. 16 (1863), cds
(Dietz Type II) with handstamp "PAID 10" in circle on homemade folded
business letter to, San Augustin, San Augustin Co., Very Fine and attractive, ex-Haas, Hill. Est. $100-150. Realized $140. No photo.

Rumsey Lot 663x
Lot 664 - U.S.S. Texas Naval Correspondence, 1944-45, of approximately 300 covers most from Anthony Mayer aboard the U.S.S. Texas
during WWII, good showing of U.S. Naval postmarks and censor markings including "Free" mail during Nov-Dec of 1944, V-Mail and a few
ephemera items. Est. $300-400. Not sold.

Lot 1848 - Confederacy, 11-Star Flag (Tennessee), red & blue patriotic
design with "T" at center of stars signifying the admission of Tennessee
to the Confederacy with verse below (C.S.A. F11-8, verse 46), paste-up
on cover to Paris, Texas with manuscript "Oct 1st/61" date and "Paid 5"
rate, with original enclosure datelined "Bonham, Texas" regarding the
execution of a cattle thie; some gum toning affecting flag, otherwise
Very Fine. Est. $750-1,000. Realized $900.

Ebay Realizations

Lot 668 - Texas Western R.R. Agency, illustrated locomotive agent corner card on cover to Bardstown, Ky., franked with 1852, 1¢ blue, type IV
tied by blue grid handstamp, VF; with 2013 P.F. certificate. Scott No. 9.
Est. $400-600. Realized $675.

Ebay 371224330322

Rumsey Lot 668
Lot 1513 E - 1936, 3¢ Texas, dual photographic essay, signed by designed Arne Prescott Toomey, Very Fine. Scott No. 776E. Est. $100-150.
Realized $90.

C80 1900 Cover, Registered From Austin Texas to Newtown Sidney
Australia. Jan. 4, 2015. Item 371224330322. Tiny chips on
corners.small pieces of dry glue residue and brown staines on the
back.light brown discoloration.dirt. 11 bids. Realized $178.59.
1933 Crash Cover Interrupted Flight AAMC 331121 - El Paso,
Texas. Jan 21, 2015. Item 141541924290. Fine for a crash cover. Crash
damage including burns and creasing. Wear, toning. 10 bids. Realized
$112.50.

Lot 1629o - War Dept., 1879, 3¢ rose red, horizontal pair, blue Fort
Davis, Texas five-point star duplex cancels, well centered, bright color,
Very Fine and attractive; with 2014 P.F. certificate. Scott No. O116. Est.
$250-350. Realized $1050.
Lot 1782 - Confederacy, Columbia, Tex./Jan. 3 (1862), cds with handstamp "10" (for distance over 500 miles) struck over the "PAID 5" (Dietz
Type I) on orange cover to Mrs. L. M. Harris Malkin, Pleasant Hill, Dallas Co., Ala., VF and choice, an unusual rerated cover. Est. $100-150.
Realized $130. No photo.
Lot 1783 - Confederacy, Marshall, Tx., Sep 8, bold cds with matching
straight line "Paid" and "10" rate handstamps on fresh cover to Darien,
Ga., VF and choice, ex Myerson; with 2013 P.F. certificate. Est. $500750. Not sold.

Ebay 141541924290
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Ebay 391034006962

Ebay 3371227847525

1844 CV Grandview IL to Fort Sam Houston - Galveston Texas Ship
via New Orleans. Jan. 27, 2015. Item 391034006962. Rough edge wear.
6 bids. Realized $87.
US Consulate Mexico to Famous General E.O.C. Ord, San Antonio,
Texas During Indian Wars, Jan 9, 2015. Item 371227847525. Mexican
and Indian raid of April 14, 1878. The raiders crossed the Rio Grande
and killed two vaqueros north of Laredo and went on a six day rustling
and murder spree that left 18 dead. They escaped back across the Rio
Grande with more than 150 horses. 3 bids. Realized $203.50.
Texas Centennial, 1936 First Day of Issue, Gonzales, Texas, pic Tall
Hat, # 776. Jan. 22, 2015. Item 371237116236. 1 bid. Good condition.
Realized $25.
Ebay 371237116236
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STAMPLESS
CONFEDERATE
D.P.O.
ADVERTISING
1936 CENTENNIAL AND RELATED
ETC.

I BUY AND SELL A FULL LINE OF TEXAS, U.S. AND
WORLD POSTAL HISTORY. COPIES OF MATERIAL FROM
YOUR COLLECTING INTEREST SENT UPON REQUEST.

THE RIGHT STAMP COMPANY
VANCE RIGHTMIRE
P.O. BOX 302918
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78703-0049
EMAIL: RIGHTSTAMPS@AOL.COM PHONE: 512-657-6183

