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From the President

‘It’s déjà vu all over again’
Charles Deaton

Well, as Yogi Berra has so famously said, “It's déjà
vu all over again.” Here I am President of the Texas
Postal History Society again after many years of sitting on the sidelines. I am still just as excited by
Texas covers as I was back in 1975 when I became
the first President and Journal Editor of this Society.
Since then, we have had a number of very capable
volunteer leaders, and the TPHS has remained a lively organization at a time when many specialty postal
history groups have been struggling. Please join me
now in a round of grateful applause to all those nice
folks whose efforts have been donated to this society
over the years.
With the help of Tom Koch, our former President
and now Journal Editor, I expect we can look forward
to more lively years of the TPHS. I will admit I have
been caught up in Tom's enthusiasm as he has been
soliciting ads from various dealers and working on
plans for more color in the Journal. I do believe the
first Journal of 2005, in which you are now reading
this letter, will be a delight.

Texas Postal
History Society
Journal
Texas Postal History Society Website:
http://home.comcast.net/~kochacabana/TEXPEX/index.html

Founded in 1975, the TPHS is affiliated with the
Texas Philatelic
Association and
the American
Philatelic Society.

And I still see a great deal of enthusiasm out there
in the marketplace for Texas postal history. Dealers
fortunate enough to come across new stocks of covers
can be assured of eager customers ready to snap up
items from their areas of interest, whether it be town,
county, cancel, rate, cachet, or whatever. Perhaps
eBay and the internet has given the hobby a boost, as
now one can sit in the comforts of home and look
through countless dealers’ stocks or search through
thousands of covers offered weekly. I use eBay
myself for both buying and selling, and I see many of
you out there also. In the last few months I have seen
spirited bidding competition for everything from
Texas stampless to 1936 Centennial cachets. I am
urging Tom to devote some space to this in future
issues, and I would predict that all of you will enjoy
your hobby more by gaining the skills needed to
enjoy the internet world.

The Texas Postal History Society Journal is the official publication of the Texas Postal History Society. It
is published quarterly. The TPHS is not responsible
for the accuracy of any contributed articles. Submitted
articles and images are welcome by the editor by regular mail or electronic mail. The TPHS provides no
guarantee that submitted articles will be printed and
when they may be printed. Articles may be reproduced with prior permission and attribution.
The Journal is available to members of the society.
Dues to the TPHS are $14.00 per year payable to the
Secretary-Treasurer.
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Seen at Auction

Vince King

Spotlight on ‘Old Sam’ and
Texas related free franks

There have been several personalities “larger than life” in the
history of Texas and certainly Sam Houston (1793-1863) ranks
at the top of that list. Compared to contemporaries Davy
Crockett, Stephen F. Austin and William Barrett Travis, “Old
Sam” led not only a celebrated life, but a relatively long one
also. He was a politician, statesman, military leader and a
dynamic force in nurturing the growth of early Texas. As a
result, Texas postal history collectors have always had a keen
interest in documents and postal items associated with this icon.
Finding a Sam Houston related item at auction is a rare treat
for the collector . . . but three in one month is surely unprecedented. In November 2004, Texas Postal History enthusiasts
where offered the opportunity to bid on many early Texas related
free franks. Material discussed in this issue was found in these
auctions: 1. The Collector’s Series, Shreves Philatelic Galleries,
Inc., Nov. 5-6, 2004; 2. The Dr. John L. Robertson Collection
of United States Free Franks, Sale 887, Nov. 10, 2004, Robert A.
Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc.; 3. Public Sale 227, United States &
Worldwide, June 7-8, 2004, Matthew Bennett, Inc.; 4. Public Sale
280, U.S. and Possessions, Oct. 2, 2004, Matthew Bennett, Inc.
Before discussing individual items, a brief biography gives us a
glimpse into Houston’s celebrated life:

 1836 (April 21) defeated Mexican General Santa Anna’s
forces at the decisive battle of San Jacinto. At San Jacinto, Sam
Houston became forever enshrined as a member of the pantheon
of Texas heroes and a symbol for the age.
 1836-1838 became the first regularly elected president of
the Republic of Texas.
 1839-1841 served as an elected congressman, from San
Augustine, in the Texas House of Representatives.
 1841-1844 served a second term as president of the
Republic of Texas.
 1845 Texas joins the union.
 1846-1859 Sam Houston serves as a US senator from the
State of Texas.
 1859 elected governor of the State of Texas.
 1861 (March) removed from the office of governor when
he refused to take the oath of loyalty to the newly formed
Confederate States of America.
 July 26, 1863 died in Huntsville TX.

The above timeline is designed to help the postal history student evaluate the rarity and desirability of items penned or
attributed to Houston. With this reference in hand, let's compare
the three Sam Houston items that were recently sold.

 Born March 2, 1793 in Rockbridge Co. VA.
 1807 emigrated to Blount Co. TN with family shortly after

the death of his father.
 1809 ran away from home to live with the Cherokees.
 1813 left the Cherokees and joined the US Army.
 1814 wounded three times while fighting against the
British, as a part of Gen. Andrew Jackson's Army, during the
Battle of Horseshoe Bend.
 1818 appointed adjutant general of the TN state militia.
 1823-1827 elected twice to the US House of
Representatives from the 9th Tennessee District.
 1827 elected Governor of Tennessee.
 1829 (April) after only eleven weeks of marriage to a
nineteen-year-old, Houston resigned from office and fled to
Indian Territory. As a possible heir apparent to Andrew Jackson,
he may well have given up an opportunity to run eventually for
president of the United States.
 1831-1832 begins to reinvolve himself in the white world
by traveling between Tennessee-Washington-New York.
 1832 (December) crosses Red River into Mexican Texas.
 1833 served as a delegate from Nacogdoches, his home at
the time, at the Convention of 1833 in San Felipe.
 1836 (March 4) appointed major general of the Army with
instructions to organize the Texas republic’s military forces.

Figure 1
Shreves Lot #2 (Figure 1) - Sam Houston free frank from
Washington DC March 15 (1827) with photocopy of dated correspondence.
This folded letter is unusually fresh, well-balanced and has a
very clear and unobtrusive signature. Additionally, the March
1827 contemporary correspondence would confirm that this free
frank was penned during Sam Houston’s final year as congressSee SEEN AT AUCTION on Page 4
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SEEN AT AUCTION
Continued from page 3
man from Tennessee. All of these aspects add to appeal of this
item and certainly contributed to its hammer price of $1,600.
This same folded letter sold in a 1996 Matthew Bennett auction for $1,100.

Additionally, I must again take exception to the lot description
that states Houston's free frank is . . . “as a Senator from Texas.”
There is a very clear penned 1832 date near the bottom of the
CDS which would contradict the Senator from Texas statement.
Again, referencing the above timeline, we find that Houston was
serving Texas in the United States Senate from 1846-1859.
Obviously, more research would be required to understand
the origins of this cover. Because of these “problems,” the
cover's $1,200 sale price seemed a bit high.

Other Texas Related Free Franks
Several other nice Texas items appeared in the Dr. John L.
Robertson Collection of United States Free Franks.
David G. Burnet 1840 free frank (Figure 4) on folded letter
as Vice President of the Republic of Texas sold for $475. In my
opinion, this was a good buy based on the quality and appearance of the item and the fact the Burnet noted his office of “V.
President” on the letter.
Figure 2
Siegel Lot #4230 (Figure 2) - Sam Houston free frank on
front only. The catalog description states . . . “(probably as
President of the Republic of Texas.).” I would take strong
exception to that analysis. By review of the above timeline,
“Old Sam” obviously had many years of service in the United
States Congress where his free frank could have been applied. In
fact, I am not sure that the free frank of the President of the
Republic of Texas would have been recognized in the US postal
system. This item just does not possess the “look” of a usage out
of the Republic into the US mails.
Based on the evidence of the cover front itself, it would be
impossible to speculate on the office held by Houston when he
penned this letter. Since it is an undated front only, I would consider this item a Houston signature on paper, which roughly
trades at $600. This item's $450 realization confirms that logic.

Figure 4
Anson Jones 1844 free frank (Figure 5) on folded letter as
“President of the Republic of Texas.” Anson Jones served as secretary of state before he was elected president of the Republic of
Texas in September 1844 and he didn't take office until Dec. 9,
1844. As the window of opportunity for Jones' 1844 presidency

Figure 3
Siegel Lot #4231 (Figure 3) - Sam Houston free frank on
folded letter from Washington, D.C. This cover has some wear
and is not as visually attractive as the Shreve’s cover.

Figure 5
See SEEN AT AUCTION on Page 5
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SEEN AT AUCTION
Continued from page 4
was very small, it would have been helpful for the auction
description to have specified the exact date of the correspondence in this case. Is this a secretary of state or presidential free
frank? Again, viewing of the actual document is required.
Despite slight soiling, a horizontal fold and the above discussed
description issues, the Anson Jones Republic related signature
remains scarce. The $1,050 realization did not surprise this
writer.

Page 5

accompanying photocopy of the original letter is datelined March
14, 1827, this is a scarcer free frank from his early period while a
Congressman from Tennessee (1823-1827) and confirmed by the
“Washn. City/Mar 15” c.d.s. which was used in the 1820’s, to
Philadelphia, extremely fine and a lovely autograph of this
famous Texas hero. Est. 750-1,000. Sold for $1600.00.

The Dr. John L. Robertson Collection
of United States Free Franks, Sale 887, Nov. 10, 2004
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc.
Lot 4230 (Figure 2) - Sam Houston. Free frank "Free Sam
Houston" (probably as President of Republic of Texas) on orange
cover front only to Utica N.Y., fresh and Very Fine (Image) Est
400-500 Sold for $450.
Lot 4231 (Figure 3) - Sam Houston. Free frank "Free Sam
Houston" as Senator from Texas on folded cover to New York
City, red "Washington D.C. 3 May Free" circular datestamp, some
slight wear, Very Fine, with 2002 P.F. certificate. Est 750-1000.
Sold for $1200.
Lot 4254 (Figure 6) - John H. Reagan. Postmaster General of
the Confederate States, free frank "Jno H Reagan MC" as
Congressman from Texas on buff cover to Austin Tex., no postal
markings, slight wrinkles, Very Fine, ex Matz. Est 400-500. Sold
for $675.

Figure 6
John H. Reagan undated free frank (Figure 6) on buff
cover. While cataloged under the Confederate States section of
the auction catalog, this item was probably franked from
Reagan’s 1875-1887 stint as a member of Congress. The $675
realization seemed a bit high.
Other interesting free franks from the Robertson Collection,
along with the prices realized can be seen online at . . .
http://www.siegelauctions.com/2004/887/s887.htm.

Free-Frank Summary
Collecting these historic items can be exciting and challenging. Condition, condition, condition, eye-appeal, rarity and
usage will always drive their pricing. This can be seen in the
examples above - the higher quality item from the most sought
after historical figure commanded the highest price.
Additionally, since these covers can become rather pricy, the
collector should always research his subject carefully. As can be
seen from examples above, auction descriptions can at times be
misleading. In any event, each of the items seemed to be authentic “free franks” and it is amazing that three Sam Houston examples appeared at the auction block in the same month!

Auction Summary
The Collector’s Series, Shreve’s Philatelic Galleries, Inc., Nov. 5-6,
2004, New York, NY.
Lot 2 (Figure 1) - “Sam Houston,” Statesman and First
President of the Republic of Texas, his free frank signature on a
wonderfully fresh and attractive folded cover, while updated, the

Public Sale 227, United States & Worldwide, June 7-8, 2004,
Matthew Bennett, Inc., Baltimore MD.
Lot 270 (Figure 7) - 1847, 5¢ red brown (1), large to clear margins, dark shade, cancelled by red grid and tied by matching
"Houston Txs. Dec 27" c.d.s., on folded cover to Austin, light age
spotting and the flaps expertly added, still Very Fine and desirable usage. Estimate $1,000-1,500. ONE OF THREE RECORDED 1847 ISSUE USAGES FROM HOUSTON. Expertization:
Signed Ashbrook. Provenance: Hart, Sampson. Sold for $3,750.
This same folded letter sold for $3,250 in the Siegel “Sevenoaks”
sale, May 1998.

Figure 7
Lot 271 (Figure 8) - 1847, 10¢ black (2), large margins on three
sides, in at bottom, excellent impression, cancelled by brown
grid, matching "San Antonio Txs. Apr 6" c.d.s., on dark buff envelope to Campbell Station, East Tennessee. Expertly cleaned, Fine
usage from this rare state. Estimate $4,000-5,000. ONE OF
ONLY THREE RECORDED 10¢ 1847 COVERS FROM SAN
ANTONIO. Expertization: 1974 P.F. Certificate. Provenance:
Hart, Craveri. Sold for $3,750.

See SEEN AT AUCTION on Page 14
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Columbus, Texas
After the Civil War
. . . 1869-1884

The old opera house in downtown
Columbus, Texas

By Jim Doolin

In the immediate post-war years most people in Texas were
without money and survived by a barter economy. Philatelically,
most of Texas experience a blackout.
That is, covers in the 1866-68 period are decidedly scarce.
The first examples of covers from Columbus, Texas shown here
are two from the same correspondence.
The cover in Figure 1 is addressed to Col. James T.D. Wilson
and has a 25-millimeter black circular date stamp on a 3c pink
entire (U-58) issued in the North in 1864. Docketing on the
reverse indicates usage as Feb. 2, 1869.
The 1869 issues on cover from Texas are scarce and Fig. 2
shows a 3c stamp on a yellow cover mailed to the same James
T.D. Wilson in Houston, Texas. The envelope was accidently
sent to New Orleans where it received a New Orleans “missent
& forwarded” marking along with a New Orleans postmark
dated May 14 (1870). This is an attractive cover with three different postmarks.
Figures 3 and 4 are 3c Banknote covers from the same correspondence showing two different types of cork killers. Figure 3

(4th in a Series of 5)

is dated by docketing as Oct. 13, 1873. Columbus, Texas was hit
hard by a yellow fever epidemic driven by mosquitoes in this
same month of 1873. Dozens of Columbus residents died.
Figure 5 is a registered cover to England with a most unusual
combination four-color franking. The date is March 5, 1884. The
registry fee was 10c and 10c paid a one-ounce letter to England.
Twenty cents postage was paid by a strip of three of the 5c
Garfield stamp (Scott 205), 1c and 2c Banknote stamps, all on a
2c red entire. This usage from a large Northern city would have
been unusual, let alone from a small Texas town.
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Journal appears in new format with new features
If you have reached this far into this issue of the
Journal, you certainly haven’t missed the new format.
Occasionally an organization benefits by changing the
appearance of its publication. The natural time to do
this is when editors and printers are changed.
We have been able to arrange this magazine-style
production with no further cost to the society. The
printer is Adventure Graphics, Inc. located in Dallas,
Texas.
The challenge will be to maintain a first class publication with full color on the cover and at least 20
pages with quality stories about Texas Postal History.
It cannot be done on wishes alone. Our wonderful
editor for the past seven years - Jim Stever of Corpus
Christi - brought a new standard of quality to the editorial content of the Journal. Now we hope to build
on that and create an eye-catching layout that is interesting while keeping within the society’s resources.
Your feedback is welcome and wanted. Your stories and photos are the heart and soul of this publication. Take a look at these pages and envision a
story and photos about your covers. Write it and
email to Tom Koch at kochacabana@comcast.net or
tkoch@utdallas.edu. Or mail to 1013 Springbrook
Drive, DeSoto TX 75115.
Volume 30 introduces several new features.
TPHS founder Charles Deaton returns as
President of the society and will provide his From
The President message in each issue.
Vince King, the new vice president, will keep us
up to date on how Texas postal history items are
doing in auctions with his Seen At Auction feature.
Vince is a veteran philatelist with experience in the
philatelic auction business.
The centerfold will have a double-page format to
enable eye-pleasing layouts.

Philatelists frequently commemorate historic events
and Kreg Walvoord, a Reference librarian and Texas
history buff at the University of Texas at Dallas’
McDermott Library, offers a regular checklist of noteable upcoming dates in his Texas History Timeline.
Included is a suggested book for further study. Most
are located in your local library. McDermott Library
is home to the Wineburgh Philatelic Research Library.
Dealer Vance Rightmire continues to support the
TPHS and renewed his advertisement on the back
cover. We have new advertisers in Charles and Tracy
Shreve with Shreves Philatelic Galleries, Inc., Byron
Sandfield with Park Cities Stamps, and our own
Charles Deaton.
Also in this issue several people have taken advantage of the special offer to TPHS members for $5
quarter page display ads - Norman Cohen, Vince
King, Jim Stever and Tom Koch. Most have purchased four for the entire year.
If you are selling or seeking, try getting your message out through an ad that the Journal will help
design. Plus you will be supporting the TPHS!

BUYING
REPUBLIC OF TEXAS
COVERS
from

1836

Reasonable Condition

CD project reaches final stage
The project to place all of the past TPHS Journals
and a reference index in pdf format on compact discs
has reached the final stage, according to project
leader Lyle Boardman. Once the handwritten index
prepared by Mike Ludeman is entered into a computer file sometime this year, the CD will be available.

Rex H. “Jim” Stever
44 Camden Place
Corpus Christi TX 78412-2613
Fax: 361-991-4688
rhstever@hotmail.com
PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Ellington Field post office branch name
By Erik D. Carlson, Ph.D.
(First in a series)

Eric Lamar Ellington was born on May 15,
1889 in the small town of Clayton, NC. After his
death at age 24, a World War I military airfield
near Houston would be named after him. The
facility is still in use as an airport for the City of
Houston. His name would also be placed on the
field’s post office branch.
Many soldiers stationed at Ellington Field considered south Texas a far-off and lonely place. For
some of these young men it was their first time
away from home. To help alleviate boredom and
loneliness, religious organizations such as the
YMCA and the Knights of Columbus provided
friendship, athletic events, and social activities for
The Knights of Columbus, a Catholic organization, was active in
soldiers at Ellington Field. The Knights of
Columbus (KOC) was a religious group for
services to military installations similar to the YMCA and Red Cr
Catholic Americans. According to the Ellington
is a machine flag cancellation from the Houston post office Elling
1918 yearbook, the Knights of Columbus Hall at
Ellington Field opened in July of 1918. Services
interests in naval warfare inspired him to build scale model
offered by the KOC included Sunday Mass service, concerts,
ships to reenact the sea battles on his bedroom floor with his
dances, athletic events, and lectures. Inside the hall, writing
siblings.
tables and stationery were
Ellington's passion for naval history led him to seek an
available for soldiers at
appointment to the United States Naval Academy. In 1905 at
Ellington Field to write letthe age of 16, he was nominated to the Academy at
ters.
Annapolis, MD. After graduating Ensign Ellington was
The U.S. post office at
assigned to the armored cruiser USS California (the ship was
Houston opened the
later renamed the USS San Diego and sunk during World War
Ellington Branch on Nov.
I) for a training tour. During the first part of his tour his supe26, 1917. The Ellington
riors evaluated him as an intelligent officer, but that he lacked
Branch closed its doors on
self-confidence. In the second half of his training tour, howevFeb. 15, 1920. The
er, Ellington gained experience and poise. He transformed
Ellington Branch canceled
into a “promising” young naval officer. Despite self improveletters and packages with an
ment, Ellington decided to transfer from the Navy to the U.S.
American flag machine
Army. Though Ellington’s motivations have been lost to histotype A-38 and duplex handry, several researchers speculated on his reasons for such a
stamps. Earliest known use
drastic career change. Some cite chronic seasickness, while
Lt. Eric Lamar Ellington is April 1, 1918 and latest
others note his growing passion for aeronautical science.
known use is May 27, 1919. Some outgoing Ellington mail
Because Ellington’s medical records show no problems with
was cancelled by the International machine used at the main
seasickness, the latter reason is the most probable.
Houston post office.
In November 1911 Ellington was discharged from the Navy
As a young boy Ellington was interested in current events
and entered the U.S. Army as a lieutenant in the 3rd Cavalry.
as well as U.S. military and naval history. During the SpanishImmediately he requested a transfer to the aeronautical servAmerican War he and his older brothers, Douglas and
ice. Lt. Ellington reported to the U.S. Army aviation camp at
Kenneth, followed the faraway conflict by reading newspaCollege Park, MD for flight training in Wright B aircraft. He
pers. In particular, the overwhelming American naval victories
had additional training at the aviation school in Palm Beach,
in Havana Harbor and Manila Bay captivated Ellington. His

Texas Postal History Society Journal, Vol. 30, No. 1, February 2005

Page 9

ed for fallen pioneer military aviator

FL. After initial flight training, Ellington was
assigned to the aeronautical service.
In 1911 Mexico was ripped apart by revolution. Americans feared that the revolutionary
problems in Mexico might wash over the borders. In early 1913 the situation in Mexico
became critical. In response, President William
H. Taft sent the U.S. 2nd Infantry Division to
the Texas-Mexico border. To assist with
patrols, the United States Army attached the
1st Provisional Aero Squadron to the division.
(“Provisional” was dropped after short period).
The 1st Aero Squadron’s assignment was the
first deployment of a combat air squadron in
American military history.
In March of 1913, the 1st Aero Squadron
arrived in south Texas and camped near Texas
n providing City, Texas. Capt. Arthur S. Cowan commandross. Here
ed the squadron, which consisted of nine
gton Branch. Wright aircraft and 51 officers and enlisted
personnel. During the unit’s stay in south
Texas several record breaking “cross-country”
flights were made to Houston and San Antonio, Texas. Poor
flying conditions and mechanical problems, however, plagued
the Army aviators on the Texas coastal plains. By June the
crisis in Mexico had subsided. The Army consolidated its aviation schools at North Island, San Diego and transferred the
squadron to California.
On Nov. 24, 1913, Ellington and Lt. Hugh M. Kelly took

off for an early morning training flight over North Island in a
Wright C Flyer. The aircraft leveled off at 300 feet. Ellington
shut off the engine to begin a powerless “volplane” maneuver.
At 200 feet, he restarted the engine. As it coughed to life, the
force put the aircraft into a steep dive. Ellington struggled to
control the aircraft as it descended toward the beach. The
crashed killed Ellington and Kelly.
The death of the likeable squadron leader devastated members of the 1st Aero Squadron. Ellington's body was sent by
train to North Carolina. On Dec. 2, 1913 he was buried in the
Clayton City Cemetery. His funeral was attended by Capt.
Cowan, a Naval Academy classmate, family, and hometown
friends. It would be four years before the name Ellington was
attached to American military aviation.
Europe erupted into a general war in August 1914. The belligerents consisted of two factions: the Allied Powers and the
Central Powers. The U.S. was neutral. Combat on the Western
Front was characterized by trench warfare. In the skies above,
however, it was marked by freedom of movement with the
utilization of aircraft for the first time in combat. Throughout
the war, the Allies and Central Powers used aircraft in a variety of roles - observation, fighters and bombers.
The U.S. entered the war in April 1917. Though well
behind the Allied Powers in the design and manufacture of
combat aircraft, the U.S. trained pilots for combat in Europe.
To fulfill this commitment the U.S. Army called for the construction of pilot training bases throughout the nation. All of
the new air fields would be named after military aviators
See ELLINGTON on Page 15

Mint post card printed by
Bottler Bros., Houston,
Texas, circa 1918. The caption is “Aeroplane in full
flight, Aviation Camp,
Ellington Field, Houston,
Texas.” Shown is a JN-4
(Jenny) biplane, the same
one featured in the famous
1918 24-cent U.S. airmail
stamp.
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Give Emery a chance
. . . the award, that is
Beatle John Lennon once sang about giving peace
a chance.
How about giving the society’s Emery Awards a
chance with your exhibit?
Since the inception of the William H.P. Emery
Awards in 1998, six people have accepted the
embosser with the special award seal.
The late Dr. Emery is one of the most revered
members of the Texas Postal History Society, and
therefore, his name was
placed on the society’s
headline award.
The awards are
available annually
in three categories
at the TEXPEX
show in Dallas Pre-1900, 19001940 and Post-1940.
In three of the seven
years the award has been
available, no exhibit qualified.
As an American Philatelic Society World Series of
Philately show, TEXPEX features judges who use
high standards. But do not let that discourage you in
taking the plunge with a nice Texas Postal History
exhibit! The Emery winners are selected by the
Distinguished Philatelic Texans of the Texas
Philatelic Association after the judges have graded
the exhibits. Rather than a printed ribbon, a small
Texas flag is placed on the exhibits that have a Texas
theme.
With the proliferation of philatelic societies at
these major stamp shows, it is beneficial for the
Texas Postal History Society to have a presence in
the exhibition and later in the awards ceremony.
Contact TEXPEX exhibits director Dick Phelps at
dick.phelps@verizon.net or write him at PO Box
867373, Plano TX 75086-7373. Information is also
available on the show website at:
http://home.comcast.net/~kochacabana/TEXPEX/in
dex.html
All we are saying is . . . give Emery a chance!

William H.P. Emery
Texas Postal History Awards
Honor Roll
1998
Carol Arndt
“Mail Through Midland, Texas as Indicated by
Spray Markings”
Silver Medal, Emery Post-1940
Nonie Green
“Postal History of Victoria, Texas”
Silver-Bronze Medal, Emery Pre-1900
1999
Rex H. Stever
“Nueces County, Texas-Statehood Through 1899”
Silver Medal, Emery Pre-1900
2000 - None
2001
Jane King Fohn
“The 9-Cent Alamo Stamp and its First Day
Covers”
Gold Medal, Emery Post-1940
Tom Koch
“Postal Markings of Industry, Texas”
Vermeil Medal, Emery Pre-1900
2002 - None
2003
Lyle Boardman
“Texas Statehood Stamp - A Celebration”
Silver Medal, Emery Post-1940
Tom Koch
“Postal Markings, Usages of Industry, Texas”
Gold Medal, Emery Pre-1900
2004 - None
2005 - ?
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Annual meeting at TEXPEX set
Saturday, April 9, 2005 in Dallas
The annual Texas Postal History Society meeting
during TEXPEX will be held at 1 p.m. on Saturday,
April 9, 2005 in the boardroom of the Doubletree
Hotel Near the Galleria.
This has been the customary time and place for
several years. The officers will report on activities
and the status of the society.
The meeting will be wrapped up by the always
popular Show and Tell session. Members are encouraged to bring an interesting item and share the story.
Many show an item they purchase at the show.
There will be several excellent cover dealers who
stock Texas items. They include Charles Deaton,
Vance Rightmire, Doug Weisz and Jeff Switt.
The Doubletree, formerly the Renaissance Dallas
North Hotel, is located in the northeast corner of LBJ
Freeway and Midway Road. The physical address is
4099 Valley View Lane, Dallas TX 75244.
The TEXPEX show rate remains at $89 single/double. The reservation number is 1-800-468-3571.
Please indicate that you are with the TEXPEX show.
Information is available at: www.doubletree.com.
Show hours are Friday, April 8 - 11 a.m.-6 p.m.;
Saturday, April 9 - 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; and Sunday, April
10 - 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

TPHS to exhibit Texas material
at Washington 06 International
The Texas Postal History Society has reserved a
16-page frame at the Washington 2006 International
Exhibition in order to show Texas postal history items
and publicize the society.
Secretary-Treasurer Lyle Boardman paid the $25
fee in November. Two pages will profile the society.
That leaves 14 pages for the TPHS to fill. Please send
your ideas and cover suggestions to Tom Koch, 1013
Springbrook Drive, DeSoto TX 75115 or email
kochacabana@comcast.net.
This is a special opportunity to showcase the society. What would you like to see?

For exhibit information please contact Dick Phelps,
PO Box 867373, Plano TX 75086 or email
dick.phelps@verizon.net.
TEXPEX is held annually in April at Dallas, Texas.
The show is one of only a few to be classified as an
American Philatelic Society World Series of Philately
exhibition. Founding sponsors of TEXPEX are the
Collectors Club of Dallas, the Wineburgh Philatelic
Research Library at the University of Texas at Dallas,
Mid-Cities Stamp Club, Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic
Society and the AFDCS Chapter 56.
Keep up-to-date on developments at the new TEXPEX website located at :
http://home.comcast.net/~kochacabana/TEXPEX/in
dex.html
This site is also the home of the TPHS website. It
is an underlined link located just below the colored
bars on the TEXPEX home page.
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Texas History Timeline

Kreg Walvoord

The music died 46 years ago
in an Iowa airplane crash

Feb. 1, 1844 - Baylor University receives its charter from the
government of the Republic of Texas at Independence. For more
information consult Texas Baptists: A Sesquicentennial History
by Leon McBeth, Baptistway Press, 1998.
Feb. 1, 1859 - The Menger Hotel in San Antonio opens for
business. Please read San Antonio: A Historical Portrait by
John Davis, Encino Press, 1978.
Feb. 2, 1848 - The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo is signed,
ending the Mexican War and establishing the southern border
between the United States and Mexico. See The Mexican War
by Otis Singletary, University of Chicago Press, 1960.
Feb. 3, 1959 - The day the music died, Buddy Holly, from
Lubbock, Texas, and J. P. “The Big
Bopper” Richardson of Sabine Pass, Texas
are killed in a plane crash. See The
Handbook of Texas Music by Roy Barkley,
Texas State Historical Assn., 2003.
Feb. 7, 1908 - Fred Gipson, the author
of Old Yeller, is born on this date in
Mason, Texas. See Old Yeller by Fred
Gipson, Harper, 1956.
Feb. 8, 1836 - Davy Crockett and his
Tennessee boys arrive at the Alamo.
Buddy Holly
Further information can be found in
Crockett at Two Hundred: New
Perspectives on the Man and the Myth by
Michael Lofaro, University of Tennessee
Press, 1989.
Feb. 11, 1850 - The state government
approves a charter for the first railroad in
Texas, The Buffalo Bayou, Brazos, and
Colorado. Please see Texas Railroads: A
Record of Construction and Abandonment
by Charles Zlatkovich, Texas State
Historical Assn., 1981.
The Big Bopper
Feb. 12, 1899 - The temperature in
Tulia, Texas drops to 23 degrees below zero. Consult Texas
Weather by Harold Taft, England and May, 1975.
Feb. 13, 1861 - Robert E. Lee is ordered to return to
Washington from Fort Mason, Texas. Further information can
be found in Lee by Douglas Southall Freeman, Scribners, 1961.
Feb. 13, 1913 - The state legislature names Johanna
Troutman as the Betsy Ross of Texas for designing one of the
earliest lone star flags during the Texas Revolution. Further
information can be found in Texas Flags by Robert Maberry,
Texas A&M University Press, 2001.
Feb. 21, 1794 - Santa Anna was born on this day in Jalapa,

Vera Cruz. For more information please read The Origins of
Mexican Nationalism by David Brading, Cambridge, 1985.
Feb. 21, 1896 - Judge Roy Bean hosts the world heavyweight
boxing match between Bob Fitzsimmons and Peter Maher on an
island in the middle of the Rio Grande because boxing was illegal in Texas. Over 400 spectators showed up to watch. The
Judge had ordered a freight car load of beer and remembered
Feb. 21st as the best day his bar ever had. Please read The Law
West of the Pecos: The Story of Roy Bean by Everett Lloyd,
University Press, 1931.
Feb. 24, 1836 - William Barrett Travis pens his famous letter
“To the People of Texas & all Americans in the World.” See
William Barrett Travis: A Biography by Archie McDonald,
Eakin Press, 1995.
March 1, 1845 - The U.S. Congress passes a “Joint
Resolution for Annexing Texas to the United States.” Further
information can be found in Texas and the Mexican War: A
History and a Guide by Charles Robinson, Texas State
Historical Association, 2004.
March 2, 1836 - The Texas Declaration of Independence was
adopted at Washington-on-the-Brazos. See Lone Star Rising:
The Revolutionary Birth of the Texas Republic by William Davis,
Free Press, 2004.
March 2, 1910 - Lt. Benjamin Foulois makes the first military flight in a Wright brothers plane at Fort Sam Houston in San
Antonio. The seven minute flight marks the beginning of the
U.S. Air Force. For more information consult A History of the
United States Air Force by Alfred Goldberg, Arno Press, 1972.
March 5, 1842 - A Mexican force of over 500 men under
Rafael Vasquez invades Texas. They briefly occupy San Antonio
before heading back below the Rio Grande. Please see Texas
Independence by Andrew Jackson Houston, A. Jones, 1938.
March 6, 1836 - The Battle of the Alamo. For more information please read A Time to Stand by Walter Lord, University of
Nebraska Press, 1978.
March 7, 1731 - Fifty-five Canary Islanders arrive in San
Antonio to establish a civilian settlement, San Fernando de
Bexar. See Tejano Origins in Eighteenth-Century San Antonio
by Gerald Polo, University of Texas Press, 1991.
March 10, 1836 - Sam Houston abandons Gonzales and
retreats eastward to avoid the advancing Mexican army. Many
settlers flee as well in what becomes known as the Runaway
Scrape. For more information please consult Sword of San
Jacinto: A Life of Sam Houston by Marshall De Bruhl, Random
House, 1993.
See TIMELINE on Page 13

Texas Postal History Society Journal, Vol. 30, No. 1, February 2005

Page 13

TEXAS HISTORY TIMELINE
Continued from page 12
March 14, 1964 - Jack Ruby was found guilty of the murder of Lee Harvey Oswald by a Dallas jury. Ruby was sentenced to death, but that conviction was reversed on appeal.
Ruby died of cancer as a new trial
was planned at Wichita Falls. See
Dallas Justice: The Real Story of
Jack Ruby and His Trial by
Melvin Belli, McKay, 1964.
March 16, 1758 - The Santa
Cruz de San Saba mission near
present day Menard is destroyed
by a Comanche force. Please
read The San Saba Mission:
Spanish Pivot in Texas by Robert
Weddle, Texas A&M University
Jack Ruby
Press, 1999.
March 16, 1861 - Sam Houston resigns as governor in
protest against secession. For more information please consult
The Raven: A Biography of Sam Houston by Marquis James,
Blue Ribbon Books, 1929.
March 16, 1894 - Texas Governor Jim Hogg grants notorious killer John Wesley Hardin a full pardon for his crimes.
See The Grave of John Wesley Hardin: Three Essays on
Grassroots History by Charles Sonnichsen, Texas A&M
University Press, 1979.
March 18, 1937 - A massive explosion, blamed on a natural
gas leak beneath the New London Consolidated School in
Rusk County kills 311 students, teachers, and citizens. As a
result, the Texas legislature requires that a malodorant be
added to the odorless gas so that future leaks can be more easily detected. Please read Evolution of the Gas Industry by
Malcolm Peebles, New York University Press, 1980.
March 27, 1836 - James Fannin and about 350 Texans are
executed by Mexican forces at the Goliad Massacre. Thirty
Texans escape to tell the tale. See Remember Goliad! A
History of La Bahia, by Craig Roell, Texas State Historical
Association, 1994.
March 30, 1870 - President Grant signs an act readmitting
Texas to Congressional representation after the Civil War. See
Reconstruction in Texas by Charles Ramsdell, University of
Texas Press, 1970.
April 6, 1830 - The Mexican government passes a law stopping legal immigration into Texas from the United States.
Relations between Anglo settlers and the Mexican government
begin to deteriorate. Please see Stephen F. Austin: Empresario
of Texas by Gregg Cantrell, Yale University Press, 1999.
April 22, 1689 - Explorer Alonso de Leon reaches Fort St.
Louis and finds it abandoned during an expedition to reestablish Spanish hegemony in Texas. Please see La Salle by Leo
Vincent Jacks, C. Scribner's Sons, 1931.
Kreg Walvoord is a Texas history buff and Reference
Librarian at the McDermott Library, University of Texas at
Dallas, Richardson, Texas.
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SEEN AT AUCTION
Continued from page 5

Figure 9
Figure 8
Lot 480 - 1888, 4¢ carmine (215), single used on registered 4¢
green entire (U258) from Galveston, Tex to Prague, Austria, additionally franked with 1¢ dull blue (219) and 6¢ brown red (224),
each with matching cork smear, New York registry label, reverse
with purple Galveston registry postmark dated Dec. 5, 1890,
Prague receiving postmark; very Fine and choice, a remarkable and
very rare combination of stamps. Est. $400-500. Sold for $280.
Lot 369 - 1854-55, 3¢ rose red (11), margins to barely touched
top left, tied by "New York Jan 11" c.d.s. and "21 N. York Am. Pkt.
Jan 12" debit postmark on 1856 cover to Birmingham, England,
readdressed back to the U.S. to Bristol R.I., manuscript "Cannot
Be Found", green Birmingham c.d.s. dated Jan. 27 & 29, manuscript "1/" due mark crossed out, large "Boston 24" dateless circle applied at top left, large blind embossed corner card of Texas
Western Rail Road Company featuring nice illustration of smoking locomotive and Texas Star, a Very Fine and rare usage,
especially desirable with this seldom seen railroad corner card.
Est. $750-1,000. Provenance: Alexander. Sold for $800.
Lot 4228 (Figure 4) - David G. Burnet. Free frank "Free D. G.
Burnet V.Pres." as Vice President of Republic of Texas on 1840
folded cover to General Thomas Green at Velasco, Very Fine and
rare (Image) Est. 400-500. Sold for $475.

Figure 10
iary markings front and back; label applied over stamps, Fine and
most unusual. Est. $750-1,000. Sold for $700.
Lot 2085 (Figure 11) - San Antonio, Tex., registry label, defective,
on German 10pf letter card from Gorlitz, Germany to Parras, Mexico,
up-rated with 2pf, 3pf, and 25pf adhesives tied by 1903 Gorlitz
c.d.s.s, German registry label affixed, New York backstamp, Very
Fine and choice. Est. $500-750. Sold for $1250.

Lot 4229 (Figure 5) - Anson Jones. Free frank "Free Anson
Jones" as President of Republic of Texas on 1844 folded cover
General Green at Galveston, some minor soiling and horizontal
file fold, Very Fine, scarce. Est. 400-500. Sold for $1050.00

Public Sale 280, U.S. and Possessions, Oct. 2, 2004, Matthew
Bennett, Inc., New York NY.
Lot 2073 (Figure 9) - El Paso, Tex., registry label (on reverse) of
cover from Colon, Panama to Chihuahua, Mexico, two 5c blue (78)
tied by Jun 10, 1905 duplexes with 5c Acknowledgment of receipt
and 10c Registration strip (H22, F27) tied by large magenta c.d.s. of
the same date and by C. Juarez, Chihuahua registry oval, backstamped El Paso, New York and C. Juarez, Very fine. Est. $400-600.
Sold for $425.
Lot 2076 (Figure 10)- Laredo, Tex., registry label on cover from
New Orleans to Chihauhua, Mexico, five 2¢ shield (319) tied by double ovals, magenta New Orleans Nov. 30, 1906 postmark, insufficient address resulted in the cover being unclaimed and returned,
ultimately to the U.S. dead letter office, multiple postmarks and auxil-

Figure 11

Reference
The Handbook of Texas Online, The Texas State Historical Association, 2002.
Vince King is president of Entech Design Inc. located in
Denton, Texas. He is Vice President of the Texas Postal History
Society.
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ELLINGTON FIELD
Continued from page 9
killed during training accidents before the war.
In 1917 the War Department selected an area 20 miles
of south of Houston for a bomber pilot training field. The
government purchased 1,280 acres near Genoa, Texas from
Dr. R. W. Knox. The facility was named after Lt. Eric
Lamar Ellington. The American Construction Co. won the
bid to build the airfield near Houston. Both civilian workers and U.S. soldiers helped construct the airfield. Within
two months most of the buildings were completed - officer’s quarters, headquarters building, hangars, mechanics
sheds, supply buildings, and water towers. Workers mowed
the prairie grass and cleared the ground of obstacles to create runways.
Ellington Field was completed by December 1917.
Despite its completion the field was plagued by a critical
lack of basic laborers. To help alleviate labor shortages,
the Army allowed for “direct enlistment” to fill vacancies.
This was accomplished by allowing local men to join the
Army and report directly to Ellington Field for duty.
The 120th Aero Squadron was transferred to Ellington
from Kelly Field in San Antonio. Most of the personnel
from the 120th were mechanics. Other aero squadrons
formed at Ellington were the 189th and 194th.
Curtiss JN-4 Jennys and DH-4 De Havillands were used
for training. While most aircraft were shipped by rail in
wood crates, some were flown directly to Ellington.
Soldiers unpacked the aircraft and assembled each plane.
The first flight of JN-4s took off on Dec. 5, 1917. Ten JN4s flew to Houston for an American Red Cross rally.
Ellington pilots “bombed” downtown Houston with Red
Cross pamphlets.
During World War I American aviation cadets were
trained in three phases: ground school, primary and
advanced training. Ground school was taught at several
universities including the University of Texas, University
of Illinois, and Cornell University. After graduating from
ground school a cadet was assigned to a training field for
primary flight training (fighter or bomber). Often cadets
were housed at a “concentration camp” before being
assigned to a flight training field. Many of the pilots that
trained at Ellington Field stayed at Camp Dick in Dallas,
Texas (Camp Dick was located on the Texas State Fair
grounds during 1918. See “Camp Dick Postal History A
Challenge,” TPHS Journal, Vol. 28, No. 3, August, 2003,
pages 7-12 ).
When cadets arrived at Ellington for bombing and gunnery training they were taught to fly in six to eight weeks.
Training included classroom instruction and 40 to 50 flight
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hours. The Bombing and Gunnery Ranges were located
near San Leon, Texas. Because of the dearth of trained
pilots in the Army, some civilian pilots were hired to teach
cadets how to fly. Training was dangerous and during the
first year of operations at Ellington 18 pilots were killed.
After completing the training course a cadet became a
Military Aviator (Reserve) or M.A. The M.A. was transferred to Europe for advanced training and a combat
assignment. Many of the graduates from Ellington Field
saw combat and fought with distinction in the skies over
Europe. World War I ended on Nov. 11, 1918.
In 1919, the War Department deactivated Ellington;
however, it kept a caretaker unit at the field. In 1923 U.S.
Army officials decided to close Ellington Field and
ordered the caretaker unit to dismantle all the structures
and to sell the materials as surplus. This order was
changed when the War Department allowed the Texas
National Guard's 36th Infantry Division to use Ellington
for flight training for its newly formed aviation unit, the
111th Observation Squadron. The 111th Observation
Squadron used Ellington for four years. In 1927 new facilities at Houston Municipal Field (William P. Hobby
Airport) enticed the National Guard squadron to move
there, thus ending a 10-year period of flying at Ellington.
In 1928 a fire consumed the abandoned wooden structures of Ellington Field. Only concrete foundations and a
water tower remained. During the next 12 years, these
remnants were covered by a sea of prairie grass that was
leased to farmers for pasture. In 1940, in America’s
response to the outbreak of a new war in Europe and Asia,
Ellington Field was rebuilt on the field’s original site.
(Next in the series - Ellington Field During World War II).
References
Carlson, Erik. Ellington Field A Short History, 19171963. (GPO: Washington D.C., 1999.)
Hudson, James J. Hostile Skies: A Combat History of
the American Air Service. (Syracuse: Syracuse
University Press, 1968)
Swanson, Bob. Domestic United States Military
Facilities of the First World War. (Robert Swanson,
2001)
Ellington 1918. (official field yearbook)
Erik D. Carlson, Ph.D. is the Coordinator of the Special
Collections at the McDermott Library, University of Texas
at Dallas in Richardson, Texas. Special Collections
includes the Wineburgh Philatelic Research Library and
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history research materials
The Wineburgh Philatelic Research Library at the
University of Texas at Dallas in Richardson, Texas
offers the student of Texas Postal History several
resources for study.
The Wineburgh Library is located in the Special
Collections Department of the Eugene McDermott
Library at UTD. Established by an endowment started
by the late Harold Wineburgh, the collection is one of
the top seven of its kind in the United States.
 An Encyclopedia of Texas Post Offices: Texas
Post Offices Under Five Flags by the late CCOD
member Walter G. Schmidt (1993).
 Texas: The Drama of Its Postal Past by Alex
L. ter Braake (1970).
 Texas Postal History Handbook by Charles
Deaton (1980).
 Texas Republic Postal System by the late
Harry M. Konwiser (1933).
 Post Office Papers of the Republic of Texas
compiled by James M. Day.
 Texas Post Offices by County by John J.
Germann and Myron Janzen.
 The Camina Collection of Texas Postal
History, Sale 757, Feb. 24-25, 1994, Robert A. Siegel
Auction Galleries Inc. (Catalog with prices realized).
 Post Office Department Record of
Appointment of Postmasters, 1832-1971. National
Archives (microfilm). The Record of Appointment
microfilm includes Texas, Oklahoma and New
Mexico.
 Post Office Department Reports of Site
Locations, 1837-1950. National Archives (microfilm).
Materials are available for in-library research.
Hours of operation are 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday through
Thursday and 9 a.m.-5 p.m. on Friday.
Contact Erik D. Carlson, Ph.D., Coordinator,
Special Collections, UT-Dallas McDermott Library,
PO Box MC 33, Richardson TX 75083-0643 or email
carlson@utdallas.edu. Information for visitors is
available at the website http://www.utdallas.edu.
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