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From the President

Charles Deaton

New ‘Fall Fling’ on Sept. 16
is TPHS ‘hospitality room’

I hope you are all making plans now to attend the
Texas Postal History Society’s “Fall Fling” at 6 p.m. on
Friday, Sept. 16, in conjunction with the Greater
Houston Stamp Show. This is an evening party for
TPHS’ers, on the Friday night of the Stamp Show, and
will be a wonderful opportunity for all of us to get
together, enjoy some good free food, swap covers, trade
war stories, and just generally get to know each other
better. Think of it as a “hospitality room” for the
TPHS. I have known of a few other philatelic groups
that have such gatherings, and I think the participants all
feel it adds a new dimension of enjoyment to their
shared hobby. Thanks are in order here to Vince King,
our Vice President, and Tom Koch, our Journal Editor,
for coming up with this idea and making the necessary
arrangements. You will find complete details on page 7
in this issue of the TPHS Journal, and I urge you to
attend. We will all enjoy a few hours of fellowship free
from the distractions of the bourse or a business meeting.
For those TPHS’ers who are computer literate, I
would like to tell you about a couple of web sites that
can help you enjoy this hobby. One is Jim Wheat’s

Texas Postal
History Society
Journal
Texas Postal History Society Website:
http://home.comcast.net/~kochacabana/TEXPEX/index.html

Founded in 1975, the TPHS is affiliated with the
Texas Philatelic
Association and
the American
Philatelic Society.

“Postmasters & Post Offices of Texas” site. Just go to
the Google site, and type in that phrase, and you will be
taken to Wheat’s information. I have not spoken to
Wheat in years, but this is the base of information he so
graciously allowed me to use to write the Texas Postal
History Handbook back in 1980. I condensed his work
back then, but this web site will contain it all, including
the complete list of Postmasters for each office in Texas
during those years of 1846-1930. I have bookmarked
this site, and now use it frequently for DPO dates and
postmaster information. The other site is The Handbook
of Texas Online. Again, go to Google and type in that
phrase for a search. This is a marvelous site that allows
easy access to the vast historical data found in the multivolume (and expensive) printed version of the
Handbook. I suggested to Tom that we create a permanent listing in the Journal with these and other helpful
web sites for our members

The Texas Postal History Society Journal is the official publication of the Texas Postal History Society. It
is published quarterly. The TPHS is not responsible
for the accuracy of any contributed articles. Submitted
articles and images are welcome by the editor by regular mail or electronic mail. The TPHS provides no
guarantee that submitted articles will be printed and
when they may be printed. Articles may be reproduced with prior permission and attribution.
The Journal is available to members of the society.
Dues to the TPHS are $14 per year payable to the
Secretary-Treasurer. Single copies are $5 with $1 first
class postage.

Texas Postal History Society Journal, Vol. 30, No. 3, August 2005

Page 3

Seen at Auction

Vince King

Heavyweight Texas items
hit the major auction sales

In my first two columns, I attempted to mix discussions on
the sale of higher end items (those usually seen at the major auction houses) and those of a more nominal price range. Last issue
we even displayed specific items from the eBay venue and will
continue to do so.
However, over the past few months, some very important
gems of Texas postal history sold at auction. I would feel negligent if those items were not discussed. While some are out of
the reach of most collectors, it is important to understand and
track the prices realized on these pieces to get a true understanding of the market for rare Texas items.
Figure 2
Matthew Bennett Auctions, Sale 288, The Mark Gordon
Collection of Civil War Era Covers, April 1, 2005
Lot 226 (Fig. 3) - Confederacy, 1862, 5¢ blue, local (7), horizontal pair, margins to just cutting the frameline at top left, tied by
“Houston Tex.” postmark on a blue adversity cover made from an
illustrated bill of lading used at the Port of Galveston, couple light
toned spots, Very Fine and attractive. Provenance: Haas, Hill.
Est. $1,000-1,500 Sold for $1,100.

Figure 1
Matthew Bennett Auctions, Sale 287, The Mark D. Rogers
Collection of the One Cent 1851-1860 Issue, April 1-2, 2005
Lot 1253 - 1851, 1¢ blue, type IIIa (8A), position 57-58R4,
horizontal pair, truly gargantuan margins with adjacent stamps
visible on all four sides, deep color, light partial “Wac(o Village),
Tex.” c.d.s., positively Superb. Scott $2,250. Sold for $12,000.
Note - See feature article in this issue.
Lot 1315 (Fig. 1) - 1857, 1¢ blue, type V (24), well centered,
tied by “San Antonio Tex./Sep 8” c.d.s. in blue on local envelope,
trivial cover tear at right, Extremely Fine Texas drop letter, illustrated
in Ashbrook, Vol. II, p.71. Est. $500-750. Sold for $675.
Lot 1318 (Fig. 2) - 1857, 1¢ blue type V and pair of 10¢
green type V (24,35), tied by grid cancels on orange 1860 cover
from San Antonio, Tex. to Belgium red “San Antonio, Tex. Mar 19,
Paid” and “Boston, Apr 4, Paid 18” c.d.s.s., manuscript “21”, red
French “P.D.” and entry c.d.s., backstamped Boston Br. Pkt.,
French Railroad and Mons receiving c.d.s.s.; stamps faulty, small
cover tear at top, still a Very Fine and attractive example of
scarce a Texas-Europe usage. Est. $400-600. Sold for $325.

Note - The cover tear certainly kept this item from a higher realization.

Figure 3
Lot 228 - Confederacy, 1862, 5¢ blue, local (7), horizontal
pair, large margins except uneven separation at bottom of right
stamp, tied by “Marshall Tex May 18” c.d.s. on adversity cover
made from a shipping invoice used at the Port of Galveston,
addressed to Houston, Tex., additional strike of c.d.s. at left, bottom flap folded over for display of an illustrated ship, some light
overall toning, Very Fine and stunning usage. Est. $500-750.
Sold for $850.

See SEEN AT AUCTION on Page 4

Page 4
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SEEN AT AUCTION
Continued from Page 3

Lot 1215 (Fig. 5) - 1845 (Mar. 27) Victoria, Republic of Texas
to Gananoque, U.C. folded letter, blue New Orleans (AP 18) with
matching “SHIP” handstamp, red Prescott, U.C (AP 22 1845), red
“Too Late” handstamp, blue manuscript “27”, manuscript “U.S.P.
1/4½” “4½”, totalled “1/9”, “Gananoque” receiving backstamp with
manuscript “30 Apl 1865” date; Fine to Very Fine. Est. SF 2,0003,000. Sold for SF 1,800 (US $1,400). Note - This item had

tremendous historical content and commanded a hefty realization despite the fact it was only datelined and had no Texas town
postal markings.

Figure 6
Regency Stamps Public Auction #48, June 4, 2005
Figure 4
HA Harmers SA, Sale 6, The Allan L. Steinhart Collection of
Canadian Stampless Covers, May 28, 2005
Lot 1184 (Fig. 4) - 1842 (Nov. 16) St. Catharines, U.C. to
Houston, Republic of Texas, folded letter, red manuscript “U.S.P.
25 / B.P. 4½”, two PAID handstamps, blue manuscript “Ship” and
“25”, “FORWARDED BY WILLIAM BRYAN NEW ORLEANS”
double oval handstamp; repaired vertical tear, Fine, Est. SF
(Swiss Francs) 2,000-3,000. Sold for SF 1,200 (US $950).

Note - A nice Texas Republic inbound item with a scarce agent’s
marking, certainly the repaired vertical tear held this realization
down.

Figure 5

Lot 2285 (Fig. 6) – (4) 1892 Davis 5¢ Blue, Pair on Texas
Cover. Small faults, folded over left side of cover, pen cancels,
manuscript “Cat Spring Texas/Jany 6th 1863” cancel to right of
stamps, to “Mr. Sam Amsler, Company G., 4th Regiment, Texas
Mounted Volunteers, Harrisburg, Texas.” Missing part of back of
cover, small edge faults, fine. Cat Spring P.O. in Austin County
was established in 1853. Est. $500. Sold for $250. Note: CSA

Scott #4 is very scarce used from Texas. Despite its faults, I am
sure the owner of this cover is very happy with this acquisition.
Lot 2289 – (7) 1862 Davis 5¢ Blue, on Wallpaper Cover.
Stamp faulty, on cover to San Antonio, Texas, attractive wallpaper
design, opened for display. Cover wear, no postmark, fine. Cat
$500. Est. $350. Did not sell.
Lot 2293 – (7) 1863 Davis 5¢ Blue, Pair; Nacogdoches, Tex.
Nice little cover to Houston franked with very fine pair tied by
bold “NACOGDOCHES/TEX/JAN/13” cds. Very find. Nice little
cover. Est. $150. Sold for $220.
Lot 2303 – 1861 Texas “Free” Postmaster Usage. Orange
cover, Leon Springs, TX to San Antonio, manuscript “Leon
Springs May 28-61” upper right and matching “free/M.A(ue)./P.M.”
lower left. Rare free postmaster usage three days before activation of CSA Postal Service. Original letter from postmaster M.
Aue to Chief Justice of Bexar County concerning death of
Steamboat Captain Allen Stockdale at Aue’s house enclosed.
Docketing into “free” notation, otherwise very fine. Est. $300.
Sold for $150.
Lot 2313 – 1863 “Millican/Paid” Rimless Postmark. Scarce
marking on orange Texas cover, edge faults, opened roughly at
left, fine. Original enclosure. Est. $300. Sold for $170.
Lot 2336 – 1839 “Houston/July 15th” manuscript. On 1839

See SEEN AT AUCTION on Page 5
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SEEN AT AUCTION
Continued from Page 4
folded letter to Gonzales, manuscript “30” at right. Very Fine.
Nice early Republic of Texas manuscript postmark. Est. $200.
Sold for $170.
Lot 2337 – 1844 “Houston Dec 24th” manuscript. With matching “Free” on folded letter to Austin. Very fine and desirable
Republic of Texas manuscript postmark. Est. $200.Sold for $200.
Lot 2338 – 1845 Washington (Republic of) Texas manuscript.
“Washington/July 17” manuscript postmark and matching “25” on
1845 folded letter to Austin, Ward correspondence, mentions
pending annexation. “I hope every honest Texian will rise up in
his might against such insulting and d…ble propositions.” Very
fine and quite scarce. Est. $500. Sold for $250.

Page 5

$27,500. Item went unsold. Note - As can be seen by the realizations on the above two lots (738, 739), the market for these items
is very thin (i.e. a limited number of buyers). The best item did
not make catalog value and the restored item did not sell. This
would indicate that the limited buyers for these items want
‘quality condition copies’…otherwise they will pass.

R.A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Sale 896, 2005 Rarities of the
World, June 4, 2005
Lot 738 (Fig. 8) - Beaumont Tex., 10c Black on Pink (12X2).
Position 4, huge margins all around incl. bottom right corner
sheet margins, typical pen stroke cancel (not tied), “Beaumont
Tex. Jul. 16” (1864) rimless datestamp on blue cover to F. L.
Ragsdale in Mountain City Tex., expertly restored along edges.
Extremely fine, this is by far the finest recorded example of
the Beaumont 10-cent Pink provisional. A highly important
Confederate Postmaster Provisional. Of the 14 recorded 10c
Pink provisionals, only 12 are known on cover. Of these 12, more
than half have margins either close or touching. Seven of the
covers have stamps with faults or repairs. The stamp on this
cover, which has huge corner sheet margins, is without question
the finest known example of this rarity. Ex “Stonewall” and Hill.
Estimate/Catalog value $27,500, Sold for $26,000.

Figure 9
Lot 779 (Fig. 9) - 10c Dark Blue, Hoyer & Ludwig (2b). Huge
margins including bottom sheet margin with “LITHO. OF HOYER
& LUDWIG” portion of imprint, tied by “Sutherland Springs Tex.
Sep. 27” balloon-style circular datestamp on small cover to
Waskey’s Mills Va., stamp has faint pre-use crease ending in a
tiny tear. Extremely fine appearance. An outstanding and
extremely rare example of the most desirable portion of the
Hoyer & Ludwig imprint.. Ex-Green (where it realized a $3,500
hammer in Siegel Sale 822). Est. $3,000-4,000. Sold for $4,500.

Note - While an absolutely stunning Texas Confederate cover,
the price was certainly driven by the stamp. (See feature article
concerning Waco Village cover, Page 9)
Lot 798 (Fig. 10) - 20c Green, Diagonal Half Used as 10c

Figure 8
Lot 739 - Beaumont Tex., 10c Black on Pink (12X2). Position
3, large margins on all four sides incl. sheet margin at top, typical
pen stroke cancel which is lighter than most (not tied),
“Beaumont Tex. Jul. 2” (1864) rimless datestamp on buff cover to
Mrs. E. Samuel Watson in Galveston Tex., turned usage with
inside addressed to the captain of the Steamer “Sachem” at
Sabine Pass Tex., ms. “O.B.”, cover expertly restored at edges,
stamp lifted and turned upright (minor repair). Very fine appearing
cover. One of twelve covers bearing the rare Beaumont 10-cent
Pink provisional, an important and desirable Confederate rarity.
Of the 14 recorded 10c Pink provisionals, only 12 are known on
cover. Ex Moody, Hessel, Dukeshire and Hill. Est./Catalog value

Figure 10 lot 798
(13c). Bottom right half, large margins, tied by well-struck
“Houston Tex. Mar. 27, 186?” circular datestamp on light yellow
cover to Allyton Tex., trivial ink erosion in the address not mentioned on accompanying certificate, fresh and Very Fine, attractive and scarce Texas bisect usage, with 2003 C.S.A. certificate.
catalog $2,000. Sold for $1,800. Note - See Alleyton article on

Page 6 in this month’s Journal.
Vince King is president of Entech Design Inc. located in
Denton, Texas. He is Vice President of the Texas Postal History
Society.
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Confederate
railhead cover
from Alleyton
By R.H. Stever
The U.S. war with Mexico ended in 1848 with
the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. This agreement Figure 1
declared the Rio Grande to be an international
river. The river did not belong to Mexico and it
didn’t belong to the United States. Both countries had
access to it.
Thus, when the Civil War started the Federal blockade
of the Atlantic and Gulf coasts did not include the mouth
of the Rio Grande. According to the Hidalgo treaty the
U.S. could not prevent international sea traffic from entering the river. The reason for the Federal blockade was to
prevent military supplies from reaching Confederate
armies, especially in the eastern battle areas. There were,
of course, some
Confederate blockade runners but in general the
blockade served the Union
cause well.
The Rio Grande was a
back-door supply route for
the Confederacy. British
and French vessels brought
arms, ammunition, medical
supplies, food, and, yes, the
mail for the South and
Figure 2
picked up cotton which was
carried to textile mills in Europe.
And so the Confederates developed the so-called “cotton road.” It was their only dependable source for the war
materials they needed. The Union strategy was to cut off
this supply by controlling the Mississippi River. And the
Confederate strategy was to hold out at Vicksburg in hope
that the Federal resolve would weaken and the
Confederacy would survive. But the defeat at Gettysburg
and the fall of Vicksburg in early July 1863 meant the
Southern armies in the east would have dwindling supplies
as the Union now controlled the entire Mississippi River.
Cotton road traffic was still operating but it was difficult to get material across the “father of waters” between
Union gunboats. Cotton was moved west from Louisiana

and East Texas by rail to the railhead at Alleyton, Texas in
central Colorado County, a few miles west of Houston.
The trip from Alleyton to the Rio Grande Valley was by
horse or mule-drawn wagon. Tufts of cotton remained on
thorny bushes or mesquite trees as the bales passed by.
That’s why the route was known as the “cotton road” and
why it was easy to follow.
Figure 1 is a scarce cotton road cover posted at
Alleyton. It is a folded letter written by the railroad agent.
The letterhead states “R.R. Office, Alleyton, December 16,
1863.” Evidently the wagons went to the Valley by
way of San Antonio. The
agent shipped 16 barrels of
sugar to Col. Forbes at 30
cents per barrel. He said he
had to ship the sugar or else
put it outside where it
would get wet from rain
because the Confederate
government had taken over
half the warehouses in
Alleyton. This was no doubt
for storage of military supplies.
Figure 2 is an enlargement of the cover’s handstamps.
The double-circle date stamp shows “Alleton” without the
letter “Y.” The inside letterhead by the railroad agent spells
it with the “Y.” The reason for this is unknown but is probably because the home-made date stamp was the product
of someone who couldn’t spell. The football-shaped
“PAID 10” is unusual and perhaps even rare. As
Confederate covers go, this one is historically significant.
The railhead at Alleyton was important and no doubt few
such covers have survived.
R.H. “Jim” Stever of Corpus Christi, Texas is Editor
Emeritus of the Texas Postal History Society Journal.
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TPHS Fall Fling set at Greater Houston Show
The first “TPHS Fall Fling” will be held Friday
evening, Sept. 16, 2005 in conjunction with the
Greater Houston Stamp Show in Humble, Texas,
Sept. 16-18.
The event begins at 6 p.m. in the meeting room of
the Country Inn and Suites, 20611 Highway 59,
Humble TX 77338, 281-446-4977.
At the suggestion of TPHS vice president Vince
King during the Dallas TEXPEX meeting, members
agreed to hold a social event in addition to the business meeting (1 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 17) at the
Humble Convention Center, 8233 Will Clayton
Parkway, east of Hwy. 59N.
“The idea is to have more time to meet each other,
trade or sell covers and talk about a common interest
we all have - Texas postal history,” King said. “The
hour-long business meetings do not allow for casual
discussion and the exchange of ideas. Since we travel
only twice a year from throughout the state, we
should take advantage of these weekends to mix and
mingle a little more.”
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Seeking
Germany to
Texas covers
from 1850s
or earlier

TOM KOCH
1013 Springbrook Dr.
DeSoto TX 75115
email:
KOCHACABANA@COMCAST.NET

King said the enjoyment will be in bringing plenty
of extra Texas covers, but those of general interest as
well, to the event. “I know Tom Koch has several
large boxes of material he plans to bring for “Swap
and Shop.” We encourage everyone attending to bring
items they wish to swap or sell.”
“Fling” events include:
Dinner and Refreshments
Show and Tell
Cover Swapping, Selling
Floor Auction to benefit the TPHS
Best of all - THIS EVENT IS FREE for TPHS
members. Those who have email will receive a personalized reminder. Be there or be a cut square!
The Country Inn is the official hotel of the show
with a special room rate of only $60 per night.This
includes a free Continental style breakfast and airport
shuttle service. It is located just outside the
Deerbrook Mall.
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Rare Texas covers destroyed for
By Vince King
Over the past few years we have seen a steady
movement toward an industry grading standard for
stamps. In part this movement has been fueled by
high-end collectors who desire to own the best known
copies of rare stamps.
Unfortunately, postal history collectors suffer the
consequences of that process. This comes about when
a fairly mundane cover . . . one without significant
markings or destinations . . . contains an extremely
rare stamp or one in a rare condition affixed.
In this case, the stamp(s) may be removed from the
cover to satisfy the appetite of the elite stamp collector. Our cover stories discuss two such examples of

Texas postal history tragedies.
The Waco Village Cover
The left image on this issue’s Journal front is of a
Waco Village, TX cover franked with a horizontal
strip of three of the 1c 1851-1856 issue which pays
the 3c domestic rate. The stamps are tied by a May 8,
WACOVILLAGE/MAY8/TEX circular date stamp on
a cover addressed to San Antonio. From the scan, it
appears that the cover has some minor surface flaws.
At some point several years ago, an astute collector
or dealer recognized and identified the stamps as the
much rarer design type IIIa of the issue . . . Scott 8A.
This was the beginning of the end for this nice Texas
postal history item. The scan on the front of the
See WACO VILLAGE on Page 14

Philatelic Foundation
certificates show the
digression of the of the
strip of three to a pair.
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the appetites of stamp collectors
By Tom Koch
Could it be that a West Texas
postmaster created one of the rarest
items in United States philately?
Ben F. Gooch was the postmaster
in the ranching community of
Mason, Texas in February 1869.
It took nearly a century before
the philatelic community realized
what special event took place in
Mason just after the Civil War.
Gooch and the “Father of Mason,”
James E. Ranck, bought 5,000
acres near the town to lease to
sharecroppers to raise cotton.
Despite this investment and the
robust cattle industry, for some reason Gooch served as postmaster
from May 1866 to April 1877.

The four “B” grills shown by position as they were removed from the Mason,
Texas cover. The grill imprints on the cover suggests the grills were added after
the stamps were affixed to the cover. This image and cover image from The
United States Postage Stamps of the 19th Century by Lester G. Brookman, Vol.
II, page 129, H.L. Lindquist Publications, New York (1966).

The Mason Cover
Scott Trepel (“The Three-Cent All-Over Grill
Essays: Origin of the Trial Cancellation” Chronicle,
134, May, 1987, pp. 120) believes that Gooch, or
someone in the Mason Post Office, applied the rare
1861 “B” grill to four 3c stamps on a cover to
Darmstadt, Germany. Four stamps were tied to the
cover with a double circle Mason, Tex. circular date
stamp with Feb. 1? . . . Trepel wrote:
“There is no question in the author’s mind that
these “B” grill stamps were grilled when affixed to
the cover (leaving a ‘ghost’ impression when
removed), and that they were grilled when cancelled
in Mason, Texas, in February, 1869. The late use of
an experimental grill from a comparatively remote
post office makes logical sense, if one accepts that
experimental grill sheets were stockpiled along with
other postage.”
These four stamps are considered among the rarest
in U.S. philately. A fifth “B” grill owned by the
famed John Luff is considered to be an essay. While
discovery of the Mason, Texas grills make a wonderful philatelic story, it is also a tragedy for postal histo-

ry. Having all four known copies on a single cover (as
shown on the cover of this issue of the TPHS
Journal) meant there could be only one owner. So
like many wonderful covers of old, the four stamps
were removed to satisfy the desires of four stamp collectors with powerful purchasing means. This is
See MASON on Page 14

The Mason House was a hotel and stagecoach
stop on the San Antonio to El Paso Road built
during the time the famous Mason cover was
posted (1869-70). It is now a private residence.

Page 10

Texas Postal History Society Journal, Vol. 30, No. 3, August 2005

Texas History Timeline

Kreg Walvoord

The Day the Chicken Ranch
Met its Demise in La Grange

Aug. 1, 1731 – In the first election ever held in Texas,
newly arrived Canary Island immigrants chose officials for
the municipal government of San Fernando de Bexar, later
to be called San Antonio. For further information please
consult Deep in the Heart of San Antonio by Char Miller,
Trinity Univ. Press, 2004.
Aug. 1, 1966 – Charles Whitman killed 17 people and
wounded 31 firing a rifle from atop the University of
Texas tower in Austin. The dead included his wife and
mother, from earlier in the day, and three employees inside
the tower. For further information read A Sniper in the Tower
by Gary Lavergne, Univ. of North Texas Press, 1997.

The Chicken Ranch at La Grange

Aug. 2, 1973 – Sheriff Jim Flournoy closed the Chicken
Ranch near La Grange after an expose by Houston TV
news reporter Marvin Zindler. See The Chicken Ranch by
Jan Hutson, A.S. Barnes, 1980.
Aug. 4, 1941 – Lt. Governor Coke
Stevenson became Governor upon the
resignation of W. “Pappy” Lee
O’Daniel who was elected to the U.S.
Senate in a special election. Read
Please Pass the Biscuits, Pappy by
Bill Crawford, Univ. of Texas Press,
2004.
Aug. 5, 1840 - Near Hallettsville, a Coke Stevenson
large band of Comanche, in retaliation
Took over
for the Council House Fight, began
for “Pappy”
killing and looting their way across
Central Texas. Texas Rangers and a volunteer army defeated the Comanche on Aug. 11 at Plum Creek near Lockhart.
See The Comanche Barrier to South Plains Settlement by
Rupert Richardson, Eakin Press, 1996.
Aug. 6, 1889 – The invention of barbed wire changed

the West. As more land was fenced, cutting of wire by
free range cattle ranchers and rustlers became common.
On this day W. G. Hughes of Boerne posted the following
notice in town and along his fence, “I will pay a hundred
dollars reward for information that will lead to the conviction of the felon who maliciously cut the Hamilton pasture
on the Bandera road last night.” Read The Wire That
Fenced the West by Henry McCallum, Univ. of Oklahoma
Press, 1965.
Aug. 6, 1945 – Texan Claude Eatherly flew the reconnaissance plane Straight Flush over Hiroshima, Japan. He
radioed, “Cloud cover less than three-tenths at all altitudes.
Advice: Bomb primary.” Within the hour, the Enola Gay
dropped its atomic bomb on the city. Consult Ruin From
the Air by Gordon Thomas, Hamilton, 1977.
Aug. 8, 1867 – Gen. Philip Sheridan removed Gov.
James Throckmorton from office and appointed former
Gov. Elisha M. Pease to serve as provisional Governor of
Texas under reconstruction. Pease was a Unionist during
the Civil War and helped form the Republican Party in
Texas. Read Texas After the Civil War by Carl Moneyhon,
Texas A&M Univ. Press, 2004.
Aug. 9, 1809 – William Barret Travis was born in
Saluda County, South Carolina. See William Barret
Travis: A Biography by Archie McDonald, Eakin Press,
1995.
Aug. 12, 1936 – The highest temperature ever recorded
in Texas occurred on this day in Seymour. The mercury
hit 120 degrees Fahrenheit. For more information see That
Terrible Texas Weather by Johnny Boggs, Republic of
Texas Press, 2000.
Aug. 19, 1895 – Notorious gunman
John Wesley Hardin, who had killed
some 30 people, was gunned down by
John Selman in the Acme Saloon in El
Paso. Few mourners attended his
funeral. Please read The Life of John
Wesley Hardin: As Written by Himself
by John Wesley Hardin, Univ. of
Oklahoma Press, 1961.
John W. Hardin
Aug. 25, 1917 – Gov. Jim “Pa”
The killer
was killed
Ferguson resigned after the Texas Senate
impeached him for corruption. Lt. Gov.
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William P. Hobby became governor. Seven years later
though, “Pa” Ferguson would return to the Governor’s
Mansion when his wife, Miriam “Ma” Ferguson, was
elected governor. See Miriam: The Southern Belle Who
Became the First Woman Governor of Texas by May
Paulissen, Eakin Press, 1995.
Aug. 26, 1836 – Brothers John and August Allen established a new town not far from the site of the Battle of San
Jacinto. They named their town for the hero of the battle:
Houston. Please read Houston, the Unknown City by
Marguerite Johnston, Texas A&M Univ. Press, 1991.
Aug. 30, 1874 – Gen. George Miles with several hundred soldiers defeats a large Comanche force at Palo Duro
Canyon. The battle signaled the end of Indian dominion of
the Texas Panhandle. Read The Story of Palo Duro Canyon
by Duane Guy, Texas Tech Univ. Press, 1991.
Sept. 1, 1972 – The first national convention of La
Raza Unida was held in El Paso and refused to endorse
either George McGovern or Richard Nixon for the
Presidency. See United We Win by Ignacio Garcia, Univ.
of Arizona Press, 1989.
Sept. 5, 1836 - Voters of the new
Texas Republic chose their first elected
officials: Sam Houston, president, and
Lorenzo de Zavala, vice president. The
voters also overwhelmingly approved
a referendum requesting annexation by
the U.S. whose president, Martin Van
Buren, refused to consider it, citing
fear of war with Mexico. See Lorenzo
Lorenzo
de Zavala: The Pragmatic Idealist by
de Zavala
Margaret Henson, Texas Christian
Republic VP
Univ. Press, 1996.
Sept. 6, 1890 – Claire Lee Chennault, leader of “The
Flying Tigers,” was born in Commerce. Read The Flying
Tigers by John Toland, Random House, 1963.
Sept. 7, 1863 – Dick Dowling and his crew of gunners
repulsed a Federal invasion force at the Battle of Sabine
Pass. The Federal ships returned to New Orleans. See
Sabine Pass: The Confederacy’s Thermopylae by Edward
Cotham, Univ. of Texas Press, 2004.
Sept. 8, 1900 – A hurricane struck Galveston killing
6,000 people and devastating the city. For more information please read Galveston and the 1900 Storm by Patricia
Bixel, University of Texas Press, 2000.
Sept. 9, 1943 – The U.S. Army’s 36th division landed at
Salerno, Italy. The 36th was comprised of mostly Texas
National Guard troops and trained at Camp Bowie. See
Salerno: American Operations From the Beaches to the
Volturno by The Center for Military History, 1990.
Sept. 9, 1850 – Congress passed the Texas and New
Mexico Act, delimiting the western boundary of Texas and
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granting 10 million dollars to Texas in return for her giving up any claim to territory beyond her borders. See
Gone to Texas by Randolph Campbell, Oxford University
Press, 2003.
Sept. 12, 1874 – Six U.S. Army scouts were attacked by
about 100 Comanche warriors in present day Hemphill
County. The only cover they could find was a buffalo wallow. For three days they held off the encircling Comanche
until a cavalry column appeared and chased the Indians
away. One of the men died from his wounds. The five
survivors were awarded the Congressional Medal of
Honor. Please read Valor Across the Lone Star: The
Congressional Medal of Honor in Frontier Texas by
Charles Neal, Texas State Historical Association, 2002.
Sept. 12, 1818 – Pirate Jean Lafitte, who had left New
Orleans to base his operations out of Galveston, lost four
of his ships when a hurricane hit Galveston. Please read
Texas Bandits: From Real to Reel by Mona Sizer,
Republic of Texas Press, 2004.

The late Jack Kilby of Texas Instruments at the Integrated Circuit
stamp unveiling at the Wineburgh Philatelic Research Library,
UT-Dallas, in 1999. He received the Nobel Prize in 2000.

Sept. 12, 1958 - The integrated circuit, developed by
Jack Kilby at Texas Instruments was successfully tested,
ushering in the semiconductor and electronics age. See
Texas Giants: The New Breed by the Texas Industrial
Commission, 1971.
Sept. 15, 1896 – Businessman and promoter William
George Crush sold tickets to one of the strangest spectacles ever held in Texas. On tracks north of Waco he aimed
two old steam engines at each other, and after letting them
build up speed, slammed them into each other. The boilers
exploded with a terrific force and killed two spectators.
Fifty thousand people paid to see the head-on train wreck.
See Train Wrecks: A Pictorial History by Robert Reed,
See TEXAS TIMELINE on Page 16
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Rectangular boxed cancels of Texas
By Norma Watz
In Vol. 27, No. 1 (February, 2002) of the
Texas Postal History Society Journal, I wrote
about three boxed townmark cancellations from
Texas – Wharton, Alice and Humble.
Two additional covers have been found with
identical boxes measuring 15 by 35 millimeters.
Figures 1 and 2 – Comanche, Texas cover
and enclosure card which specifically dates the
cover at Dec. 30, 1911. This example was submitted by fellow TPHS member Tom Koch
from his Texas collection.
Figure 3 – Tyler, Texas cover. Small sized
envelope of linen-like paper. Gum intact on
flap indicating unsealed. The cover was mailed
from Tyler to Dallas and most likely was personal rather than for business. Perhaps it contained a birth announcement card or RSVP for
some occasion. Date of usage would be in the
time frame consistent with the issue date of the
one-cent green Franklin (1903) to 1910 or so.
This cover was a recent addition to my collection.
The boxed townmark cancels were used in
other states as noticed on non-Texas material.
Readers are encouraged to send cover copies
should additional examples of this type of marking are discovered. Then they can be shared
with the membership through the Journal.
Please send to Norma Watz, 920 Empire St.,
El Campo TX 77437.

Figures 1 & 2
The enclosure
at left shows a
date of Dec.
30, 1911 for
the Comanche
boxed cancel
on cover.

Figure 3
Tyler,
Texas
boxed
cancel

COVERS FOR SALE
Texas Registry Label Covers
El Paso registered label, Toronto, Canada to Mexico passed through El
Paso. Overall ad on the reverse - Gothic “R” with serifs. $400
El Paso registered label, Baton Rouge LA to Mexico. The “R” to the left
is not as tall and a different style w/o serifs. $375
El Paso label as first listed but with manuscript numerals instead of hand
stamped. A Helsingfors registered label from point of origin. Postal card
with destination Mexico. $450
Eagle Pass, Texas label on cover from Canada to Mexico. Mail
exchanged via Eagle Pass was only designated for small section of
Mexico. About 3 covers are known to exist. $850
Eagle Pass, Texas label on cover registered from Stockton CA 1893 to
Mexico. Several markings on the cover including two from Dead Letter
Office (one on reverse). $850
Eagle Pass, Texas label on piece plus German registered label.
German postmark of Hamburg. $450
San Antonio, Texas registered label on 1904 cover to Mexico from St.
Louis MO. Cut down on left and right side. Several markings. This is
the only San Antonio label seen and could be unique. $800
Laredo, Texas, registered label on cover to Monterrey, Mexico. Very
fine item. $700

Call or write Nonie Green, 2401 Colorado Ave.,
San Angelo TX 76901-3713, 325-949-2920

Attend TPHS Functions
at the Greater Houston
Stamp Show!

“Fall Fling Swap and Talk”
Free with Food
6 p.m., Friday, Sept. 16, 2005
Country Inn and Suites (show hotel)
10611 Highway 59
Humble, Texas 77338
281-446-4977

“General Meeting”
1 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 17, 2005
Humble Civic Center
8233 Will Clayton Parkway
Humble, Texas 77338-5833
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My Texas cover inventory is as sorry as
they come, but I have lots of other fun
covers organized along traditional lines.
If you have any budget left after shopping
with the big boys, drop me an e-mail with
your wants, or take a peek at my website
www.postalhysteria.net

And of course, cover collectors are
always welcome at my office.

Postal

Hysteria

108 N. SMYTHE ST. ◆
B O W I E, T X 7 6 2 3 0
C E L L P H O N E 9 4 0 . 8 4 1. 4 5 9 1
jeffswitt@sbcglobal.net
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Money talks in stamp vs. postal history confrontations
WACO VILLAGE from Page 8

Journal is taken from the cover’s 1987 Philatelic
Foundation (PF) Certificate 0179542 which identifies
the stamps on cover as Scott 8As. The owner obviously understood that stamp collectors would covet
these items more than Texas postal history collectors.
As a result, sometime before 1989 they were lifted
from the cover and sent to the PF and recertified . . .
this time as a used horizontal strip of three (See PF
cert. 0210228).
Finally, prior to June 1991, the item was enhanced
once again. Possibly the right stamp was ‘cut-close’
or had a minimal flaw. Perhaps the owner understood
that a pair was much more marketable than a strip of
three . . . maybe both. In any event, the right-most
stamp was removed from the strip leaving what can
only be described as a breathtaking #8A used pair

(See PF cert. 0242217).
A #8A used pair catalogs for $2,250.00 against a
catalog of $1,150.00 as a single on cover (multiples
on cover are not priced). This particular item was
auctioned in April 2005 by Matthew Bennett as a part
of the Mark D. Rogers Collection of the One-Cent
1851-1860 issues. It realized an astounding
$12,000.00 (not including buyer’s premium). I am
quite sure if this pair is ever graded, it will be given
the highest grade possible as it is surely the finest IIIa
used pair in existence.
So there you have it . . . money talks and drives
these issues. Unfortunately, Texas postal history
enthusiasts lost a marvelous cover. However, the
quality and rarity of the stamps affixed far and away
overshadowed their value as a postal history item.
Sometimes you can’t win for losing.

Remnant of Mason cover likely bit the proverbial dust
MASON from Page 9

another Texas postal history item destroyed.
It is worth pointing out that the world’s most valuable philatelic item is an 1848 cover bearing the 1penny and 2d 1847 stamps from Mauritius (Linn’s
Stamp News, May 16, 2005, Vol. 79, No. 3994, pg. 3).
The cover from Mauritius to Bordeaux, France sold
for $3,829,500 in the Nov. 3, 1993 David Feldman
Geneva sale.
After asking a few experts about the whereabouts
of the stripped Mason cover, its location is not
known, if indeed, it still exists. The prevailing opinion is that it was destroyed.
As the seat of Mason County, Mason has been the
center for business, social activity and social life.
Nonetheless, the population has never fluctuated
much beyond 1,500 and 2,100 people.
In the 1920s it was known as the largest town in
Texas without a railroad. 1869 was the year when
Mason saw its first stone buildings, the first courthouse and first jail. Town lore says that before that
court proceedings were held under an oak tree next to

a well on the square.
Ranck and Gooch bought their land on Comanche
Creek at the junction of Interstate Highway 87/State
Highway 29 and Ranch roads 1871 and 386, in the
central part of the county. It grew up around Fort
Mason, established in 1851, although some settlers
were already in the area before that date. One of the
first, William S. Gamel, is thought to have arrived
around 1846. Peter Birk and Henry Hick were among
the first German settlers who moved west from
Fredericksburg. Near the site of present Mason is
Gamel Spring, where John O. Meusebach is thought
to have signed a treaty with Comanche Chief
Ketemoczy in 1847.
Fort Mason was established in July 1851 by the
U.S. Army. It was named after Lt. George T. Mason
who was killed in action near Brownsville in 1846.
Albert Sidney Johnston, George H. Thomas, Earl Van
Dorn and Robert E. Lee of the 22nd U.S. Calvary
were stationed at Fort Mason at times between 1846
and 1861. The frontier outpost was abandoned by the
U.S. in 1861 and reoccupied after the Civil War until
1869.
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Westminster’s
PO survives as
town dissolves
By Tom Koch
Although the citizens of Westminster,
Texas voted in June to disincorporate - a
move rarely seen in this day and time - the Above cover posted in 1913 - one year before the town incorporated. The
U.S. Post Office continues to serve the
postmaster at the time was Lillian King (1906-1915).
northeast Collin County community of 400
Bitter municipal rivalries existed in the late 1990s
residents.
and early 2000s. Mayors argued with councils, fire
For much of the past 10 years residents watched the
town suffer through financial struggles and nasty politi- chiefs, police chiefs, administrators and vice versa.
On the nearly empty square, the St. John building,
cal bickering.
where
voters approved incorporation, is shuttered.
The area was called Seven Points when first settled
But the post office remains along with new facilities
in the early 1860s. By 1895 the Methodist Church purfor the volunteer fire department and Westminster Water
chased an existing school building and established
Supply Corp.
Westminster College, a training center for ministers.
Within a year the town became known as Westminster.
The post office began June 15, 1899 with postmaster
George Hullinger. Current postmaster Rada Brown
oversees a Class 11 office with approximately 175 rented boxes.
By a vote of 38-19 the community was incorporated
in 1914 and had a rail line a year later. It was a center
REPUBLIC OF TEXAS
for farmers who primarily raised cotton. After some
COVERS
growth, the area declined when the rail line was abandoned in 1920. The Depression of the 1930s also hurt
the rural community but during the last 30 years the
from
town experienced modest gains.
That all came tumbling down in the mid-to-late
Early 1836 to Early 1846
1990s. Tax-producing businesses did not locate in
Westminster to improve a weak property tax base as the
Reasonable Condition
population increased. Sales tax revenue was small.
By abandoning the corporate charter and status as a
Rex H. “Jim” Stever
town, Westminster’s residents will now receive services
44 Camden Place
from the county. State agencies are dropping $315,000
Corpus Christi TX 78412-2613
in claims against the town for unpaid traffic fines and a
Fax: 361-991-4688
sewer grant. There was no sewer system to attract housrhstever@hotmail.com
ing developments.
The town’s dissolution was only the 11th in Texas
PAID ADVERTISEMENT
since 1975.

MAJOR BUYER
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TEXAS TIMELINE
Continued from Page 11

Superior Publishing, 1968.
Sept. 18, 1842 – Texas troops and
militia battled a Mexican invasion
force west of San Antonio at Salado
Creek. Read Adventure in Glory by
Seymour Connor, Steck-Vaughn,
1965.
Sept. 25, 1867 – Famed Texas
rancher Oliver Loving died on this
day from wounds received in an
Indian attack. He was buried in
Weatherford. Please read The Trail
Drivers of Texas by J. Marvin Hunter,
University of Texas Press, 1985.
Sept. 27, 1876 – Braxton Bragg,
the former Mexican War hero,

Confederate General, and personal
advisor to Jefferson Davis, suddenly
fell over dead while crossing a
Galveston street. Please read Braxton
Bragg and Confederate Defeat by
Grady McWhiney, Univ. of Alabama
Press, 1991.
Oct. 10, 1835 - Gail Borden began
publishing the newspaper Telegraph
and Texas Register at San Felipe de
Austin. Please read Imagining Texas:
Pre-Revolutionary Texas Newspapers,
1829-1836 by Carol Powell, Texas
Western Press, 2002.
Oct. 15, 1929 – Nurserymen A. E.
Henninger of Mission and Dr. J. R.
Webb of Donna discovered a grapefruit in their orchard that had red fruit.
The two flipped a coin to see who

TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY
FINANCIAL CONDITION AT 6/30/2005

INCOME
Interest Income
Donations
Journal Advertisements
Membership Dues
Total Income

$3.09
150.00
391.00
603.00
$1,147.09

EXPENSES
Dues (TPA)
Membership Retention
Postage
Preparation of Journal
Miscellaneous
Total Expenses

$12.00
15.79
241.68
692.19
0.00
$961.66

NET INCOME /
(LOSS)

$185.43

BALANCE OF FUNDS

$2,311.60
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Submitted by:

Lyle Boardman, Treasurer
July 22, 2005

Carrie Nation with axe to grind

would get the patent. Henninger won
and named his grapefruit the Ruby
Red. See Texas Grapefruit by Ralph
Selle, Carroll Printing Co., 1933.
Oct. 16, 1902 – Temperance movement activist Carrie Nation, armed
with a hatchet, wrecked several
saloons in Austin. She then went to
the University of Texas campus looking for professors who were reportedly heavy drinkers. See Vessel of Wrath
by Robert Taylor, New American
Library, 1966.
Oct. 24, 1941 – Charlie Lockhart
resigned as state treasurer after having
held the position for 10 years. Charlie
was a dwarf and was fond of saying
that he was, “the shortest state treasurer in the nation’s biggest state.” Read
Texas After Spindletop by Seth
McKay, Steck-Vaughn, 1965.
Oct. 25, 1931 - The first Texas
Prison Rodeo was held. See American
Rodeo: From Buffalo Bill to Big
Business by Kristine Frederiksson,
Texas A&M Univ. Press, 1985.
Oct. 27, 1902 - Construction began
on Galveston's sea wall. Please consult Galveston: A History of the
Island by Gary Cartwright, Maxwell
Macmillan, 1991.
Kreg Walvoord is a Texas History
buff and Reference Librarian at the
McDermott Library, University of
Texas at Dallas, Richardson, Texas.

Park Cities Stamps
Byron Sandfield
6440 North Central Expressway #316
Dallas, Texas 75206
For Appointment: 214-361-4322

QUALITY POSTAL HISTORY

Featured Cover
1845 Houston, Texas free frank sent to Ashbel Smith

Also, well-stocked in U.S., Classics, Revenues and Locals
Please visit my table at these upcoming shows:
Greater Houston Stamp Show, Sept. 16-18, 2005, Humble Civic Center, Humble TX
Mid-Cities Stamp Expo, Nov. 12-13, 2005, Grapevine Convention Center, Grapevine TX

TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY
stampless
confederate
d.p.o
advertising
1936 centennial and related
etc.
we buy and sell a full line of texas, u.s. and world
postal history. copies of material from your
collecting area sent upon request.
THE RIGHT STAMP COMPANY
VANCE RIGHTMIRE
P.O. BOX 5280
Austin, Texas 78763-55280
Email - MARVANCE@aol.com

Phone: 512-478-9581

