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All TPHS members who attended our "Fall
Fling" at the Greater Houston Stamp Show in
September already know what a great gathering it
was.  You will read more about this party (along
with photos) on pages 6-7 of this issue, but please
allow me to take a few moments here to tell you
why you should not miss the next gathering.

First of all, it was a grand “fellowship’ opportu-
nity for a roomful of Texas cover collectors. You all
know how busy shows can be, with everyone scur-
rying from dealer to dealer looking for goodies, and
wondering who those other folks are sitting nearby
also asking about Texas covers.

Well, when you get all those folks in one room
with no dealer boxes or exhibits to distract, then
add some great food and beverages, and let each
one tell a little about themselves and what they col-
lect, it becomes a great learning and visiting experi-
ence for all.  

I have had more than one old-time collector late-
ly tell me that one of the great pleasures of this
hobby was the nice people they met and friendships
they formed over the years. This gathering helped
bring some like-minded folks together in a way to
help develop those friendships. We saw old friends
and made new ones, and just enjoyed an evening of
philatelic camaraderie, which is priceless. Don't
miss the next one! 

A special word of thanks are in order here to
Vince King and Tom Koch for providing the spark
and planning to make this “Fall Fling” happen. And
also to Barbara and Jim Stever for bring those fla-
vorful tamales all the way from Corpus Christi to
Houston. It was fun, and I look forward to seeing
more of you at the next one.

From the President

Fall Fling provided priceless
TPHS philatelic camaraderieCharles Deaton
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As with most summer seasons, the auction scene is typically
quiet. However, over the last few days a few notable Texas
postal history items fell under the hammer in New York and
Oregon.

Matthew Bennett's Oct. 21 sale of the Frederick Mayer col-
lection of the US Five-Cent 1856 Issue was a truly extraordinary
event.  Mr. Mayer assembled what many consider the finest col-
lection of a single issue US stamp.  His collection included
proofs, mint and used singles, multiples, and a marvelous group-
ing of postal history.  Foreign destinations and unusual usages
were the highlight of this wonderful assemblage.

Actually, Mr. Mayer began his collecting in Dallas as a
youngster . . . but more on that in another Journal. He had two
wonderful Texas items in his collection which are highlighted
below.  The entire sale with prices realized can be viewed at
http://www.bennettstamps.com/.

Several Mexican Texas pieces highlighted an Oct. 15
Nicholas Follansbee Auction.  A long-time dealer in Mexico phi-
lately, Mr. Follansbee specializes in sales of major Mexico col-
lections, postal history and documents. While his auctions are
infrequent, Mexican Texas items can occasionally turn up.   His
website can be found at http://www.nicholasfollansbee.com/.

Finally, thank goodness for eBay.  As usual, a few interesting
items always turn up to break the monotony of the typical
uneventful summer season.

Public Sale 294, The Frederick R. Mayer Collection, The
United States 1856 Five Cent Issue, October 21, 2005,
Matthew Bennett, Inc., Baltimore, MD.

Lot 124 (Fig. 1) - 1857 (c.) Columbia Tex. to Washington
D.C., large buff envelope bearing 5¢ red brown (12) three mar-
gins including part of interpane line at right, cut in at top, and 1¢

blue type IV (9) three large to enormous margins including top
sheet margin, cutting at left, tied by "Columbia Tex. Jul 9" c.d.s.,
5¢ with additional manuscript cancellation; cover reduced and
refolded, small erosion hole, 5¢ with negligible stain spots at
right, Fine. Estimate $1,000-1,500.  Sold for $1,100.  Note - I
viewed this lot. It was originally an over-sized envelope which
had been cut down and refolded.  I am quite sure that its appear-
ance and condition held down the realization.

Lot 210 (Fig. 2) - 1856 (Sep. 11) Galveston, Tex. to Nantes,
France, blue folded cover bearing 5¢ red brown (12) lovely
deep color, ample to large margins irregularly cut in shape of par-
allelogram, tied by boldly struck "Galveston Tex. Sep 11 1856"
c.d.s., red "New-York Br. Pkt. Sep 23" exchange office c.d.s.,
transferred to Boston for the Cunard Line steamer Arabia, which
departed on September 24 and arrived at Liverpool on October
4, red Liverpool "6 OC 1856" transit backstamp, "Etats-Unis. Paq.
Brit. A. Calais 6 Oct. 56" entry c.d.s (tying stamp) with matching
"13" (décimes) due handstamp, French backstamps including
"Nantes 7 Oct. 56" arrival c.d.s.; erosion along file fold reinforced
and address restored, refolded at top, Very Fine appearing.
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Figure 2

Figure 3

Figure 1

See SEEN AT AUCTION on Page 4

Seen at Auction

Mayer’s auction of 5c 1856
issue includes 2 Texas gems

Vince King



Illustrated in Frajola and Mayer, p. 81, no. 12.  A RARE 1856
5¢ USAGE FROM TEXAS WITH FEWER THAN SIX RECORD-
ED.  Provenance: Grunin.  Estimate $5,000-7,500.  Sold for
$4,250. Note - I  viewed this lot and while there was restoration to the
address, it was professionally done. Addition-ally, the stamp and
Galveston "strike" were superb.  It is one of the better 1850 period
Galveston strikes I have seen.

Public Sale 17, General Sale, Nicholas Follansbee Philatelic
Auctions, October 15, 2005.

Lot 98 - Bexar (TX12 - red) to Nacogdoches, on small front
probably around 1830.  There is the faintest trace of an Austin
handstamp under the Bexar. Very rare, Estimate $800-1,000.
Sold for $725.

Lot 99 - (Fig. 3) - Bexar (TX12 - red) to Goliad, on small
front, Good, with a solid strike for this, very rare. Estimate $1500-
1800.  Opened for $900 and went unsold.

Lot 100 (Fig. 4) - Austin (TX1) to Bexar, well struck in red on
front only. Very rare and VF.  Estimate $2000-2500.  Opened for
$1,100 and went unsold.

Ebay Realizations

Sept. 6 - 1980, Texas Postal History Handbook by Charles
Deaton, Spiral Binding in Excellent used condition, 245 Pages. 1
bid, sold for $16.99.  Note - Cheap at twice the price!

Sept. 14 - Robison's Poultry Farm, Kosse, Texas. Ad cover
lists Scotch Collie Dogs and Berkshire Swine as well. Postmarked
KOSSE, TEX 1896; also has dated receiving mark on back. Fine
cover, trimmed right. 8 bidders, sold for $15.75.

Sept. 18 - Crosby cachet cover USS TEXAS Christmas. 5
bidders, sold for $27.65. 

Sept. 29 - Brownsville, TX to New Orleans, Very fine cover
with a strip of three #147's with Apr 17 CDS addressed to the
French Consul New Orleans LA. New York straight-line back-
stamp and Bishop's Mark. 14 bids, sold for $68.01.

Oct. 16 - Spanish War Patriotic HUBBARD CITY TEXAS
1899 ++nice+++, multicolor Texas advertising cover, scarce, with
Texas flag.  3 bids, sold for $48.85. Note - The author should have
bid more!!!!

Vince King is president of Entech Design Inc. located in
Denton, Texas. He is Vice President of the TPHS.
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SEEN AT AUCTION
Continued from Page 3 WANTED!

WW I & Post War Period
((11991177  -  11992200))

Texas Military Aviation
Training Field Covers, Cards

Camp Dick
Call Field

Barron Field
Hicks Field

Ellington Field

Rich Field
Taliaferro Field

Kelly Field
Love Field

Carruthers Field

Please Contact:
Erik D. Carlson, Ph.D.

Wineburgh Philatelic Reseach Library
McDermott Library - UT Dallas MC 33

PO Box 830643, Richardson TX 75083-0643
Email:  carlson@utdallas.edu

Phone:  972-883-2507Figure 4



By Erik D. Carlson, Ph.D.

In the 1930s the world unraveled into a catastrophic global
war stretching from Europe to Asia. The rise of fascism in
Germany, Italy, and Japan, fueled by hyper-nationalism and mili-
taristic dictatorships, erupted into World War II (1937 in Asia
and 1939 in Europe).

Because of America's isolationistic tendencies, Congress
reacted to the global aggression of the Axis powers with a series
of Neutrality Acts. By 1940 Franklin D. Roosevelt avocated a
stronger national defense and outlined a program which included
the expansion of the U.S. military through a peacetime draft,
development of new weapons systems, construction of new mili-
tary installations - forts and airfields, and a Lend-Lease program
designed to assist the lone Allied nation - Great Britain. 

Germany's successful use of airpower to defeat Poland and
France highlighted the effectiveness of the airplane as a military
weapon. In 1941 Congress authorized the U.S. Army Air Corps
(USAAC) to begin an unprecedented expansion. Roosevelt
tapped the USAAC to build 50,000 aircraft by the end of 1941
and the same number of aircraft annually until the end of the war
in Europe. U.S airframe manufacturers, however, were unpre-
pared for the task. The Air Corps proposed a more realistic pro-
gram of manufacturing 18,000 aircraft per year. Expansion of the
American air corps’ fleet created a great need for trained pilots,
navigators, and bombardiers.

In Washington, DC, U.S. Representative Albert Thomas (D-
Texas) called for the construction of a new airfield on the prem-
ises of the 1917 Ellington Field (See TPHS Journal, Vol. 30, No.
1, Feb., 2005). A new airfield near Houston made sense for sev-
eral reasons. First, flying conditions in the Houston area were
optimum for flight training. Second, the construction of an air-
field in south Texas was necessary to protect the oil refinery
industry located in the Gulf coast region.

On Nov. 23, 1940, personnel from the 276th Quartermaster
Company arrived in Houston to open up the new facility. In
December, Lt. Col. Walter H. Reid took command of the U.S.
Army Air Corps Advanced Flying School at Ellington Field.
Reid was a former commander of the 111th Observation
Squadron (U.S. 36th Infantry Division's - Texas National Guard
- aviation squadron that flew out of the old Ellington before it
was closed). By 1941 the 69th, 70th, 71st, 72nd 74th, 75th, 76th
School Squadrons were transferred to Ellington Field to conduct
flight training.

An ovate numerical duplex cancellation device was used on
the first day of service, May 16, 1941 (Figure 1). A handstamp
cachet has been seen in red and purple ink.  

A machine cancellation with Ellington Field, Texas was used

in later 1941 (Figure 2). This device was used as late as fall,
1943 before being replaced by a City of Houston machine
device. No markings have been seen from Ellington’s auxiliary
fields - League Davis, Preston and Sarrard, according to military
postal markings expert George Cosintini. Postal history from
WW II era Ellington is different from that of WW I Ellington.
When the airfield phased into wartime operations Ellington did
not receive an Army Post Office (APO) number but rather
depended upon the closest logical civilian post office (Houston).
Army bases simply became branch operations of the U.S. Post
Office. When an Army unit went overseas, the APO number
stayed with the unit.

Incoming mail was gathered at a postal concentration center
then turned over to the base post office (The Postal Bulletin,
June 15, 1942). In the March 19, 1940 postal service agreement
between the Postmaster General and Secretary of War, the
Army’s task was to keep a card index of “complete current
addresses of military personnel.” The resulting Army Postal
Service operated through The Adjutant General’s Dept.

Outgoing mail was placed by the sender in Army collection
boxes located about the camp or field, collected by mail order-
lies and delivered to the base post office. Transportation of over-
seas mail was directed and controlled by the Army and Navy.

Obviously, overseas mail flow was not determined by postal
needs, but rather needs for additional troops, food, ammunition
and equipment. Changing combat conditions changed the routes
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WW II era
Ellington Field

Figure 1

See ELLINGTON on Page 15

Figure 2
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TPHS members flock
to Fall Fling in Houston

Carol Arndt, R.M. Arndt, Jonathan Topper and Lyle Boardman
enjoy tamales, fajitas and other treats at the TPHS Fall Fling.

TPHS President Charles Deaton, left, and TPHS
Vice President Vince King relax at the Fling.

Besides the food and bar delacacies, members took
to viewing, selling and swapping covers. Above, Bill
Strauss and Charles Deaton look over an album of
Texas covers while at right, Dennis Schmidt and Jim
Stever study some covers as Charlie sneaks a peek. 

Photos by
Tom Koch

and
John Grosse
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Above - Fred Ekenstam shares a
light moment with Charlie Deaton
and others  during a cover viewing.

Below - Tom Koch tends bar while
discussing covers with Dr. Dick
Kannwischer.

Above - Mrs. Ed Leissner, Ed himself, and Jim Doolin
engage in some serious cover talk interrupted by a
tamale or two.

Below - A large turnout of TPHS members gath-
ered for Fall Fling social at the Country Inn &
Suites during the Greater Houston Stamp Show
on Friday, Sept. 15, 2005.

Some 20 TPHS members and spouses attended the
inaugural “Fall Fling” social at the Greater Houston
Stamp Show, Friday, Sept. 15, 2005. We say “inaugu-
ral” because enthusiastic members decided that the
“Fling” should become an annual event and that the
group should organize a similar event at TEXPEX each
April. So watch out for news of the “Spring Fling” on
Friday, April 7, 2006 in Dallas!

Thanks to all TPHS members for their help and support
and particulary to Jim and Barb Stever for donating
three dozen tamales and for keeping them warm . . .
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By R.H. Stever

Background

The Republic of Texas arranged for consuls at all major cities
in the United States, at European capitals, and at other important
European cities. The consuls were not Texans who
had moved or been sent to these communities but
were local businessmen who agreed to represent the
Republic’s interest whenever needed.

Some expended diligent and conscientious efforts
in Texas’ gain. The consul at New Orleans was proba-
bly the most important one because of its continuous
arrangements for immigration to Texas and its han-
dling of Texas mails.

Second to New Orleans was the consul at New
York from where Texas’ business and diplomatic cor-
respondence emanated. New York was the American
terminus for the growing transatlantic steamship traf-
fic which had its real commercial beginning during
the time of the Texas Republic – not because of the
Republic but simply at that time in history. The
Cunard Line, for example, began operation in 1840.
There were, of course, some transatlantic voyages
prior to the Republic but this is when heavier traffic
really got started.

Sam Houston’s second term as President began
with his election on Sept. 6, 1841. Houston was quite
concerned with measures put forth by his predecessor,
Mirabeau B. Lamar, which he thought contributed to
problems for the Republic, especially vis-à-vis
Mexico. Thus early in 1842 he sent his good friend Dr.
Ashbel Smith to Europe as Chargé d’ Affairs of Texas
to England and France. Both Houston and Secretary of
State Anson Jones went to Galveston in February 1842 to confer
with the new Chargé.

Smith sailed from Galveston to New Orleans on March 15,
arriving March 20. He stayed at the St. Charles Hotel with Henri
de Castro, Texas’ consul general to France. He left New Orleans
for New York in late March 1842. The Texas consul at New
York was a very competent individual named John H. Brower
who was confirmed Jan. 18, 1841. Brower had taken over from
August Radcliff who in turn had succeeded John Woodward.

Naturally, Ashbel Smith conferred with Brower before head-
ing for Europe. Houston’s directive to Smith was to approach the
British government about interceding with Mexico concerning

the latter’s continuing forays into Texas. Smith arrived in
London on May 10, 1842. He was preceded in England by
James Hamilton, a close associate of Lamar (See Texas Postal
History Society Journal, November, 2002, pg. 10-11).

On Nov. 14, 1840 Hamilton concluded a Convention
between the Republic of Texas and Great Britain, signed in

London by Hamilton and Viscount Palmerston for Her Britannic
Majesty’s government. The Convention had to be ratified and
the ratifications were to be exchanged at London as soon as pos-
sible. This Convention was a special agreement between the
Republic of Texas and the Republic of Mexico mediated by
Great Britain.

Smith’s first step upon arriving in London in May 1842 was
to arrange for a meeting with Lord Aberdeen, the British secre-
tary of state for foreign affairs. Ashbel found the British public
generally unfriendly toward the Republic of Texas. His initial
meeting with Lord Aberdeen was on May 16. Finally on June 28
the ratifications of the treaties Hamilton had previously negotiat-

Unusual route for Republic o
diplomatic mail to consul As

Figure 1 – Texas Republic diplomatic mail. This letter originated at the Texian
consulate in New York and departed there on Oct. 7, 1842 on the British
Queen, a steamship sailing under the Belgian flag. Addressed to Ashbel Smith,
Texas Chargé d’ Affairs at the Texian consulate at Le Havre, France, it arrived
at Antwerp, Belgium on Nov. 4 and was forwarded to Le Havre and re-forward-
ed to Paris.
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Ashbel
Smith

The British Queen
At 1,862 tons she was the largest ship in

the world when built in 1840.

Viscount
PalmerstonLord

Aberdeen

ed were signed at the Foreign Office by Lord Aberdeen and
Ashbel Smith. Ashbel continued to receive negative response from
the British regarding Texas’ urgent desire that England mediate
with Mexico to recognize Texas independence.

Later, after wide publicity given the signing of the ratifications,
there was a more favorable feeling in England toward Texas.
Ashbel wrote Houston about the successful conclusion of the
treaty and forwarded that document to the President. On Sept. 16,
1842 at the City of Houston, Sam Houston affixed the Great Seal
of the Republic of Texas on the signed treaty sent by Smith.

Follow-up Letter

Evidently word was sent to Smith in Europe that President
Houston had formalized the treaty by affixing the Great Seal of the
Republic. The New York consulate was notified early on. The
cover illustrated in Figure 1 originated at the Texian Consulate in
New York (upper right) and was addressed to Ashbel Smith,
Minister du Texas at Le Havre, France.It departed New York Oct.
7, 1842 on the British Queen. This ship was originally built by the
British and American Steam Navigation Co. in 1840. But the sister
ship, the President, sailed from New York in March 1841 and was
never heard of again. The loss caused the company to sell the
British Queen to the Belgian government in August 1841. Under
the Belgian flag, in May of 1842 the British Queen made the first
of three round trips between Antwerp, Southampton and New
York.

The last of these three voyages departed New York Oct. 7,
1842 carrying the Figure 1 cover. It arrived at Southampton Nov. 3
and Antwerp Nov. 4 (red Anvers CDS at right). A rare boxed dou-
ble straightline handstamp reading “Navigation Transatlantique Par
Bateaux a Vapeur” was apparently applied at Antwerp. Only one
other such handstamp is known. It translates as Transatlantic
Navigation by Steamship.

Ashbel Smith was the Texas chargé at both London and Paris.
So why was this letter addressed to him at Le Havre? That is
because the financially hard-up Texas Republic could not afford
two chargés. So mail was sent to the Texas consul at Le Havre,
which is between London and Paris. The consul, Edward Peravay,
would know whether Ashbel was in London or Paris and would
forward correspondence accordingly.

Thus Figure 1 arrived at Antwerp Nov. 4 and was forwarded to
Le Havre, arriving there Nov. 7 and being re-forwarded to Paris
Nov. 8. Paris arrival was Nov. 12 (backstamps shown in Figure 2).

of Texas
hbel Smith

See DIPLOMATIC MAIL on Page 10
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The initial postage from New York to
Antwerp was crossed out as was the 10
decimes forwarding postage from
Antwerp to Le Havre. A total of 16 dec-
imes due postage at Paris, added at Le
Havre, was paid by Ashbel Smith. His
residence and office at the Hotel Meurice
on rue Rivoli in Paris was noted on the
cover as a forwarding address by the Le
Havre consul. As minister to both
England and France, Smith moved back
and forth between the two courts. He had
spent much of October 1842 in England
before returning to Paris and to a new
“permanent” lodging at Place Vendome
No 1 as noted at the top of Figure 3.

As a representative of the Texas gov-
ernment, Ashbel Smith had meetings with
various officials of the British govern-
ment, including the Queen, and various officials of the French
government, including the King. Being fluent in French was a
great help. Ashbel was invited to state dinners where he met
other European royalty. Naturally he kept Sam Houston
informed about commentary on and attitudes regarding Texas.

Houston, made aware of Smith’s oft-repeated meetings with
European high society, felt Smith needed a suitable title. So it is
possible that this letter, besides of informing him of the treaty
formalization, is the one that old Ashbel that he was now to be
known as Sir Ashbel Smith, Knight of the Order of San Jacinto.
He was to wear a green ribbon in the buttonhole of his coat
opposite the heart.

Houston had created this “Order” so that diplomats of the
Republic would have stature when mixing with the Lords and
Ladies of Europe. This was, of course, not confined to Ashbel
Smith. Other Texans could earn this recognition. Smith returned
to Texas in 1844 and was appointed Secretary of State in the
administration of new President Anson Jones.

References
Brown, Alma Howell, “The Consular Service of the Republic of

Texas,” Southwestern Historical Quarterly, Vol. XXXIII,
pp 214-22 and 300-303.

Gammels Laws of Texas, Vol. II, pp 885-888. A Proclamation by
the President of the Texas Republic during the Seventh
Congress, 1842.

Silverthorne, Elizabeth, Ashbel Smith of Texas, Texas A&M
University Press, College Station, 1982, pp 72-95.

Staff, Frank, The Transatlantic Mail, Quarterman Publications
Inc., Lawrence, MA, 1980, p 84-85. A facsimile of original
1956 publication by Adlard Coles, Lyd., U.K.

Stever, R.H., “He Worked For Texas,” Texas Postal History
Society Journal, Vol. 27, No. 4, Nov., 2002, pp 10-11.

Ter Braake, Alex, Texas: The Drama of Its Postal Past,
American Philatelic Society, Inc., State College, PA, 1970,
pp 245-249. Figure 280, p 247 is a photo of the Figure 1
cover.

Tyler, Ron, New Handbook of Texas, Vol. VI, pp 1090-1091.

DIPLOMATIC MAIL
Continued from Page 9

Figure 2 – Reverse of Figure 1 cover showing backstamps and Ashbel Smith’s
new residence in Paris.
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TPHS Attendees and Friends - (Left to right) Jackson
Bosley, TPHS members Lyle Boardman and Norman
Cohen, and Paul Benson at the Presidental Libraries First
Day of Issue ceremony at the LBJ Library in Austin, Texas
on Aug. 4, 2005. The U.S. Postal Service produced #10
FDCs by Colorano that were sold in sets of 12 to cover
most of the nation’s presidential libraries. Missing was No.
13, the Grand Rapids, Mich. Gerald Ford Museum. Lynda
Johnson Robb, LBJ’s oldest child, gave a brief talk. None
of the Bush family attended the ceremony in College
Station. Appreciation to Norman Cohen and Paul Benson
for the above information.

My Texas cover inventory is as sorry as
they come, but I have lots of other fun

covers organized along traditional lines.

If you have any budget left after shopping
with the big boys, drop me an e-mail with
your wants, or take a peek at my website

w w w . p o s t a l h y s t e r i a . n e t

And of course, cover collectors are
always welcome at my office.

Postal      Hysteria
1 0 8  N .   S M Y T H E   S T .    ◆     B O W I E,  T X    7 6 2 3 0

C E L L   P H O N E    9 4 0 . 8 4 1. 4 5 9 1
j e f f s w i t t @ s b c g l o b a l . n e t

C O V E R S   W I T H   A   K I      K�

TEXANA
Stamps for Collectors

Postal History of the World
Collections, Appraisals

Collectibles

4141 Directors Row, Suite D
Houston, Texas
713-227-1811

shop@harrisstampshop.com
www.harrisstampshop.com

Open Tuesday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
(Sunday & Monday by appointment)

Ephemera, numismatic items, reference literature,
revenue & cinderellas, etc. Internet sales for client

material and consignments

Member, Texas Postal History Society

Harris Stamp Shop

PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES IN TEXAS - The LBJ Library
in Austin (above) and the Bush (41) Library in College
Station (below) on the first day of issue covers.
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Auxiliary Markings

Basics of post office regulations 
By Michael M. Ludeman

This article is the first in a series which will look at how post
offices and postmasters handled some of the special situations
they encountered in the delivery of the mails, and a few of the
additional markings which were added to these mail pieces that
served to inform other post offices and/or the sender of the item
of the situation encountered.

These additional markings are generally identified in postal
history literature as “auxiliary markings.” A formal definition of
this term was recently prepared by the newly established
Auxiliary Markings Club:

“Postal markings applied to covers by handstamp, machine can-
cellation, a stick-on label, manuscript markings, or by any
mechanical or electronic methods such as addressograph or com-
puter, indicating that the covers were given special attention due
to some special circumstance. A broad definition would include
accompanying postal service letters, and ambulance covers in
which damaged or misdirected mail has at time been delivered,
and markings placed on covers by institutions other than the
postal service such as the military, prisons, hotels, etc. Auxiliary
markings are sometimes known as Instructional Markings or
Supplementary markings.”1

The use of the term “covers” in the above definition should
be interpreted to include all types of mail matter, including let-
ters, postal cards, post cards, newspapers, magazines, and
parcels. In order to understand the types of markings which
might be encountered, and the circumstances for their usage, it is
necessary to have some knowledge of the various postal laws
and regulations which were in effect at the time that the piece
was mailed and processed.

The original postal service for the United States, known as
the General Post Office (GPO), was established by Article I,
Section Eight, of the U.S. Constitution, which gave Congress the
authority “To Establish Post Offices and Post Roads.”
Subsequently, Congress regularly enacted laws that provided
additional requirements and guidelines as to the responsibilities
of the GPO, and provided the funding necessary to carry out
these objectives.

Beginning in 1794, the GPO began to publish compilations
of these laws together with their own internal descriptions of
how these laws were to be implemented. These were a series of
volumes titled Postal Laws and Instructions. Between 1794 and
1832, 13 different volumes were published.2

In 1843, the title was revised to Postal Laws and
Regulations. Under this title an additional 18 volumes were pub-
lished through 1948. These volumes, or editions, appeared at
irregular intervals, typically between four and 10 years. A copy
of each edition was provided to every U.S. post office.

Prior to and including the Postal Laws and Regulations pub-
lished in 1852, these laws were simply listed in order of their
date of enactment. The instructions and regulations were organ-
ized along subject or topical lines in a separate section. By 1856,
the laws were reorganized along topical chapters, making it easier
to locate a law or laws relating to a particular activity.

By 1879, these laws and regulations were consolidated into a
single sequence so that users could better locate and read both
the law and relevant regulations by which the post office would
apply that law. To distinguish between laws and regulations, the
laws continued to be identified by date of enactment.

With a new compilation of postal laws and regulations
appearing every four to 10 years, it is obvious that they present a
periodic snapshot of how post office business was performed at
time of publication, although the laws and regulations were
dynamic. The GPO addressed the need to keep postmasters
informed by issuing regular orders that identified new laws and
regulations as they were issued.

The GPO officially became the United States Post Office
Department (USPOD) by the Act of June 2, 1873.3 Shortly
thereafter, the USPOD improved the process by which postmas-
ters were provided updated information. In 1874, the USPOD

See MARKINGS on Page 13
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first published The Official Postal Guide. It was issued quar-
terly until 1879 when it became a monthy publication until 1955.
An Annual volume, published each January, summarized activi-
ties of the previous year.

In 1880, the USPOD began publishing The Daily Bulletin of
Orders Affecting the Postal Service. It was renamed The Postal
Bulletin in 1919. This publication allowed updates to laws and
regulation, and other essential information, to be distributed
daily to all post offices. This publication is currently issued
every two weeks. Some postmasters clipped these updates from
The Postal Bulletin and pasted them into their copies of the
Postal Laws and Regulations. Fortunately for the present study,
many of these regulations related to the handling of mail, did not
change frequently. One can obtain a reasonably accurate picture
of the processes involved by looking at consecutive editions and
do not have to resort to the intermediate information in The
Official Postal Guide and The Postal Bulletin.

The general format for these articles will be as follows. Each
article will address a particular situation that required special
handling by the post office. To reconstruct the route that a mail
piece followed, one must understand the process of moving the
mail during that time and a specific understanding of the special
handling required by the situation.

The latter will be provided by a review of the laws and regu-

lations in effect at the time the mail piece was delivered. In
some instances, a precise explanation may not be possible.
Procedures were not always followed at the post office, were fol-
lowed incorrectly, or instructive endorsements were not correctly
added to the mail piece. In other cases, the markings that were
encountered on the mail piece present a conflicting or inconsistent
story. When this happens, possible alternatives that could explain
what happened during transit will be presented. In all cases, com-
ments from readers are invited to assist in clarification.

Most examples will be drawn from between 1880 and 1950.
On occasion a mail piece from outside this period may be in-
cluded. All mail pieces will have a Texas connection. They will
originate in Texas, be sent to a Texas destination, or both.

To simplify citations to the different editions of the Postal
Laws and Regulations used in this series, the usual reference
notation will not be included in the End Notes. Instead, the nota-
tion “PL&R[year]” will be used in the text along with the reve-
lant section number from that edition.

References
1 “Auxiliary Markings-Defninition,” Auxiliary Markings, Vol 1, No. 2, April

2004, p. 7.
2 Graham, Richard B. “Books of Laws, Instructions Kept Postmasters

Informed,” Linn’s Stamp News, “Postal History” column, Aug. 25, 2003, p.
46-47.

3 The United States Postal Service: An American History 1775-2002. USPS,
Washington DC, 2002, p. 11.
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Introduction to postal regulations and rules about auxiliary markings



By Michael M. Ludeman

The forwarding of mail matter has been an important func-
tion of the postal service since it was established. An in-depth
review of the Postal Laws and Regulations (PL&R) relative to
the forwarding of mail is available in Anthony Wawrukiewicz’s
book The Forwarding of Mail by the U.S. Post Office
Department, 1792-2001.1 Anyone who pursues this subject in
any detail is encouraged to study this book.

In the PL&R[1887], we find:

“Sec. 562. Prepaid matter to be Forwarded. Prepaid letters
shall be forwarded from one post office to another, at the request
of the party addressed, without additional charge for postage.
1.  The matter to be forwarded at the request of address without
additional charge for postage, including letters at one full rate
(two cents), parcels prepaid at first class rates, postal cards, offi-
cial matter, and free county publications (within the county).
2.  Other mail matter, whenever forwarded, must be charged with
additional postage, at the same rate as if originally mailed at the
forwarding post office, with the rate noted thereon thus:
‘POSTAGE DUE FOR FORWARDING, ____ CENTS,’ unless
the addressee or someone for him, pay the postage required for
forwarding; in which case the necessary stamps will be affixed
and canceled. At the office of destination, the matter will be treat-
ed as deficient matter unless the postage for forwarding has been
prepaid.
3.  . . . .
4.  A general request to forward matter should be observed until
revoked.
5.  The direction may be changed and matter reforwarded upon
request as many times as may be necessary to reach the
addressee.
6.  Matter entitled thereto should be promptly reforwarded in the
next mail.”

This regulation remained relatively unchanged through the
PL&R edition for 1932.

Our first cover, shown in Figure 1, was mailed from
Cleveland, Ohio, on March 13, 1885 and addressed to Mr. John
Palmer, Houston, Texas. At the lower left corner, the word
“Transient” is written in manuscript, which is the term used to
identify mail matter that the addressee would call for at the post
office. In PL&R[1887], we find:

“Sec. 658. Transient or ‘To-be-Called-for’ Letters; how
Treated – Letters having as a part of their address the words
‘Transient,’ ‘To be called for’ or other words indicating that they
are intended for transient persons, must be sent to the general
delivery, to be delivered on application after proper identification.
Letters so directed must not be delivered by letter carriers, unless
on order from the party addressed. Other letters without street and
number, or box number, shall be considered as transient, and sent
to the general delivery, unless addressed to some person, or to the
care of some person, whose address is known to the distributing
clerks or to the carriers. While trial search by directory or other-
wise is being made, the letter must be subject to inquiry and
delivery through the general delivery, and should not be delayed
by the carrier taking it from the post office.”

Mr. Palmer obviously did not claim the letter at the Houston
post office, as he had apparently traveled on to Victoria. At some
point, the Houston post office was advised of his new location,
and the letter was indorsed with the “FORWARDED” marking
in black ink on the front, and a circular date stamp (cds) which
reads “HOUSTON, TEX.” dated March 22, 1885 on the reverse.
Why the letter remained at the Houston post office for these nine
days is not obvious. If Mr. Palmer had notified the Houston post
office that they should forward his mail to Victoria before he left
Houston, the letter should have been forwarded the next day
after it was received in Houston. The other possibility is that
after he arrived in Victoria, he notified the Houston post office to
forward his mail to him there. A docketing notation on the enve-
lope implies that he received the letter by March 25.

The second forwarding example is a postal card (Figure 2)
that was mailed from Washington DC on Dec. 8, 1910,
addressed to Mr. Paul Bausch in care of Hotel Royal in
Galveston, Texas. The card was probably delivered to the hotel

Auxiliary Markings

Forwarding the mails - Part 1 

Figure 1

Figure 2

See FORWARDING on Page 15
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Forwarding a common service at hotels in the early 20th century

Ellington Field postal facilities served a multitude of WW II aviators

Enclosed in this issue are three items of importance.
(1) The Election Ballot featuring the slate of officers. All of

the incumbents are running for office again in 2006 - Charles
Deaton for President, Vince King for Vice President and Lyle
Boardman for Secretary-Treasurer.

Members have the option to vote for write-in candidates but
the important aspect is to vote and return the ballot to Lyle
Boardman in the (2) Return Envelope also enclosed for your
convenience.

As a another matter of ease, you can simply fill in the (3)
Dues Notice Form and Directory Update and mail it to Lyle in
the same envelope! Please add postage.

The society approved a slight raise in dues to $18 at the April
meeting in Dallas at TEXPEX. Paying your dues on time and
updating the directory information is important. The society

wants to be active and keep an up-to-date email listing of mem-
bers to assure each and everyone has the latest news of the soci-
ety. It’s as simple as one, two, three.

Many members were so happy with the Fall Fling social
event in Houston that they volunteered to donate funds to make
that function a tradition. Please send these contributions to Lyle
Boardman with a notation.

Plans are underway for the TPHS “Spring Fling” on Friday,
April 7, 2006 at TEXPEX in Dallas. The show chairman has
granted the TPHS use of the show’s hospitality room for that
evening. The traditional business meeting will still take place the
following day at 1 p.m. in the DoubleTree Hotel’s board room.
So make plans now for TEXPEX and the TPHS Spring Fling.

Take action on the enclosed TPHS dues form, ballot
and return envelope; watch out for the ‘Spring Fling’

of vessels and altered destinations.
In June of 1941 AT-6s arrived in Houston from North

American Aviation in Grand Prairie, Texas. Because of delays in
runway construction, the new training aircraft were diverted to
Houston Municipal Airport. Eventually the AT-6s were augment-
ed by advanced training aircraft: AT-10s and AT-11s. Eventually
more than 350 training aircraft were stationed at Ellington.

During World War II Ellington Field was used for advanced
flight training for bomber pilots. Initial plans called for the train-
ing of 2,800 bomber pilots per year at Ellington or about 10 per-
cent of the total number pilots trained throughout the U.S.
Beginning at five-week intervals, classes of 274 four cadets
entered the 10-week course. Ellington cadets moved to the more
complex twin-engine AT-10 or AT-11. After successful comple-
tion of the advanced training course, graduates were transferred
to other airfields for bomber training. 

Ellington was also a site for the USAAC Bombardier School
also known as “the Bombardment Academy of the Air.” At
Ellington Field officials planned to train 4,480 bombardier
cadets annually. Throughout the 10-week course bombardier
cadets spent most their time in class learning skills necessary to
accurately drop bombs on targets. Hands on training for the
bombardier cadets took place over the Gulf of Mexico. In AT-
10s or AT-11s bombardier students practiced bombing small
islands in Matagorda Bay or target boats anchored in the bay.
The Bombardier School remained at Ellington Field until 1942.

In 1943 Ellington Field became the site for advanced naviga-
tor training, when the United States Army Air Force (USAAF)
transferred the navigator school from Mather Field in California
to Houston.  By 1944 the Navigator School used instuctors with
combat experience to teach classes. Veteran navigators from
every theater of war lectured cadets at Ellington. From 1941-45
the Navigator School graduated 4,000 USAAF navigators that
were assigned to every theater of operations during WW II.

ELLINGTON from Page 5

but Mr. Bausch had already checked out to return home.
Since he presumably had been a hotel guest, the clerk wrote his
home address in red ink on the face of the postal card so it
would stand out. The “FORWARD” stamp on this card is also in
red ink and may have been applied at the hotel, or perhaps when
it was returned to the Galveston post office. Forwarding of mail
was a common service at hotels as noted by Wawrukiewicz in
his book: “Because many traveling salesmen stayed in hotels,
and their mail followed them, the hotels became actively
involved in helping the mail catch up to the addressee, if possi-
ble.”2

It seems less probable that this postal card was forwarded as
a result of a forwarding order at the Galveston post office. If Mr.
Bausch was a visitor to that city, it does not seem likely that he
would leave a forwarding order when he returned home.

The card could not be returned as undeliverable because there
is no return request on the card, nor is there an address on the
message side. Someone in Galveston had to know Mr. Bausch’s
address in Washington DC in order to forward the card.

References
1 Wawrukiewicz, Anthony. The Forwarding of Mail by the U.S. Post Office

Department, 1792-2001. Wheeling, IL: James E. Lee Publisher, 2001.
2 Wawrukiewicz, p. 55.
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Texas History Timeline

‘Hoodoo War’ concluded
when Rangers got Ringo

Kreg Walvoord

Nov. 6, 1528 - Cabaza de Vaca was shipwrecked on
Galveston Island and thus became the first, if reluctant,
European to set foot on Texas soil. More information can be
found in The Narrative of Cabaza de Vaca by Alvar Nunez
Cabaza de Vaca, Univ. of Nebraska Press, 2003.

Nov. 7, 1876 - Texas Rangers arrested two notorious vigi-
lantes, George Glidden and Johnny Ringo, in Mason County
thus bringing an end to the "Hoodoo War," a blood feud between
two cattle rustling syndicates. Please consult 10 Texas Feuds by
Charles Sonnichsen, Univ. of New Mexico Press, 2000.

Nov. 11, 1918 - At the eleventh hour, on the eleventh day, of
the eleventh month in a clearing in the forest of Compiegne,

France, Hartley Edwards of Denison blew taps from his trumpet
thus bringing an end to World War I. More information can be
found in Eleventh Month, Eleventh Day, Eleventh Hour by
Joseph Persico, Random House, 2004.

Nov. 12, 1883 - The day barbed wire won. At special meeting
in Gainesville, Texas cattlemen issued a declaration calling on
all Texas cattlemen to change the way they did business, reduce
the size of their herds, and run better quality cattle instead of
focusing on quantity, all designed to adapt to smaller fenced in
ranges. Please read The Wire that Fenced the West by Henry
McCallum, Univ. of Oklahoma Press, 1965.

Nov. 23, 1915 - The Aggies defeated the Longhorns 13-0 at
Kyle field. Soon afterward, unknown Aggies made a nighttime
trip to Austin and painted the score along the side of the then
unnamed longhorn mascot.  When discovered, some aspiring
Longhorns turned the 13 into a B, the hypen into an E, added a
V, and let the zero stand.  The name Bevo was born.  Please see
The Longhorns by J. Frank Dobie, Univ. of Texas Press, 1980.

Nov. 24, 1963 - Millions of Americans watched as Lee
Harvey Oswald was killed on live TV by Jack Ruby in the base-
ment parking garage of the Dallas city jail and police headquar-
ters. For further information read Dallas Justice: The Real Story
of Jack Ruby and His Trial by Melvin Belli, McKay, 1964.

Dec. 3, 1854 - About 100 Polish families landed at Galveston
aboard the ship Weser out of Bremen. The group set out on foot
carrying all their worldly possessions with them and, after days
of walking, founded the first permanent Polish settlement in
Texas called Panna Maria in the Hill Country.  See The Polish
Texans by Lindsay Barker, Institute of Texan Cultures, 1982.

Dec. 15, 1881 - Two great southern railroads were under con-
struction.  The Texas and Pacific was heading west from east
Texas and the Southern Pacific was heading east from
California.  On this day owners Jay Gould and C.P. Huntington
signed a deal to connect the two lines near Sierra Blanca in
Hudspeth County.  America would have its second transconti-
nental railroad. Read The Southern Pacific by Donovan
Hofsommer, Texas A&M Univ. Press, 1986.

Dec. 22, 1912 - Claudia Alta Taylor was born in Karnack.
The nurse attending said the baby looked as "pretty as a lady
bird."  The name stuck and little Claudia would one day be
known to the world as Lady Bird Johnson.  Please read Lady
Bird:  A Biography of Mrs. Johnson by Jan Jarboe Russell,
Scribner, 1999.

Dec. 24, 1905 - Howard Robard Hughes II was born on this
day in Houston.  For more information please read Hughes, the
Private Diaries, Memos and Letters:  The Definitive Biography
of the First American Billionaire by Richard Hack, New
Mellennium Press, 2001.

Dec. 26, 1874 - Joe McComb with two assistants set out from
Fort Griffin to begin the first commercial buffalo hunt in Texas
against the great southern herd.  In his first season he killed
2,000 buffaloes and sold their hides for $1.50 each.  It was so
lucrative, hundreds of other hunters flocked to Fort Griffin in
1875 and 1876.  Business boomed until the great southern herd
was decimated.  Read Fort Griffin on the Texas Frontier by Carl
Coke Rister, Univ. of Oklahoma Press, 1986.

Jan. 7, 1899 - An unlikely end came when W.A.A. "Bigfoot"
Wallace died of natural causes after a long and dangerous life.
He had fought against Indians and Mexican bandits, been a
member of the ill-fated Mier Expedition, survived Mexican jails,
and had served long and hard with the Texas Rangers.
Summarizing his life he once said he'd been, "shot at, hit,
caught, broke loose, beat up, and had everything bad happen to
me that could happen…'cept get married."  Read Bigfoot
Wallace by Jo Harper, Eakin Press, 1999.

George Glidden Johnny Ringo
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