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From the President

Charles Deaton

Washington 06 spectactular;
enjoy fellowship at Fall Fling

I do hope many of you had a chance to attend
Washington 2006 earlier this summer. It was a spectacular
show in just about every way you can imagine. The dealers who were there (and I was one, splitting a booth with
postal history dealer Web Stickney of Colorado and postal
stationery expert Phillip Stevens of New Hampshire) were
almost unanimous in praise of the show, with robust sales
and happy customers everywhere.
Collectors were happy with the wonderful exhibits and
the opportunity to seek new treasures from dealers from all
over the world. The Texas Postal History Society had an
exhibit, put together by Vice President Vince King and
Journal Editor Tom Koch (thanks for your work, guys). I
spent one morning wandering among the exhibits, seeing
one great Texas cover after another, especially in the
Confederate exhibits. Also heard lots of nice comments
about our new full-color TPHS Journal. Thanks to Tom
and Norman Cohen for making ours the best state postal
history Journal in the country.
Please remember our gathering in September at the

Texas Postal
History Society
Journal
Texas Postal History Society Website:
http://home.comcast.net/~kochacabana/TEXPEX/index.html

Founded in 1975, the TPHS is affiliated with the
Texas Philatelic
Association and
the American
Philatelic Society.

Greater Houston Stamp Show. You will find details about
this elsewhere in the Journal, and I do hope you will
immediately add it to your travel plans.
The Houston folks always put on an excellent show,
and the Friday night TPHS "Fall Fling" has made this one
of my favorite Texas philatelic happenings. Fun, food, and
philatelic fellowship . . . just can't beat it. The tamales that
Jim and Barbara Stever bring from Corpus Christi alone
make it an unforgettable evening. See you there.

Postal History prominent at Washington 06
Competitive exhibits by class at Washington 2006
showed these numbers - Postal History 168,
Traditional Philately 158, One Frame 74, Youth 60,
Thematic 50, Postal Stationery 33, Revenues 29,
Aerophilately 28, Championship Class 24, Open Class
14. Literature exhibits totaled 233.

The Texas Postal History Society Journal is the official publication of the Texas Postal History Society. It
is published quarterly. The TPHS is not responsible
for the accuracy of any contributed articles. Submitted
articles and images are welcome by the editor by regular mail or electronic mail. The TPHS provides no
guarantee that submitted articles will be printed and
when they may be printed. Articles may be reproduced with prior permission and attribution.
The Journal is available to members of the society.
Dues to the TPHS are $18 per year payable to the
Secretary-Treasurer. Single copies are $5 with $1 first
class postage.
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Seen at Auction

Vince King

Texas items performed well
at Washington 06 auctions

Washington 2006 pretty much dominated the philatelic world during the late spring-early summer. It
seems everyone, auctions and dealers included, spent
a month ‘gearing-up’ for the event and a month
‘winding-down’. It was quite the extravaganza.
Fortunately, I was able to attend most of the show
and thoroughly enjoyed it. I saw many TPHS members there and was pleased with the crowds and overall enthusiasm present. I will freely admit that I am
just now ‘recovering’ from the event.
On Friday, June 2, Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic
Auctions conducted two sales during the show. The
first was a 300+ lot sale of a very specialized and
broad collection of the 1851 3c Issue.
The Renard Collection sale had items to satisfy the
tastes of most collectors . . . regular issues both on
and off cover, fancy cancels, railroad covers, territorial covers, carrier and local items, a marvelous ad
cover section, campaign covers, etc. As could be
expected . . . with the Washington crowd and the specialized nature of the sale . . . prices were
EXTREMELY strong. The Texas items illustrated
here were no exception
The second sale which was conducted Friday
evening included general US stamps and postal history and some wonderful BNA items. Of note, several
Texas items graced the Confederate States section.
The Renard Collection of the 1851 3c Issue
Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions
June 2, 2006 - Washington, DC
Lot 28 (Figure 1) - 1851, 3¢ orange brown, huge margins to
just clear at one point all right side, deep color, tied by green
“Victoria, Tex.” cds on cover to Connecticut, Very Fine and
choice. Scott No. 10; Estimate $300-400. Realized $675.
Lot 69 - 1852, 3¢ dull red, top right corner margin single (Pos.
10L1L), large margins all around except bottom frameline just
barely touched at bottom right, tied by brown “Palestine” cds on
1853 cover to Jefferson, Texas, cover with couple natural pre-

Fig. 1

Lot
28
Fig. 2

Lot
69
use paper wrinkles, Extremely Fine, a lovely position
piece & a scarce color cancel. Scott No. 11; Estimate $150-200.
Realized $375. (Author’s note: this cancel is actually faded red
and not brown as officially described).
The Washington 2006 Sale
Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions
June 2, 2006 - Washington, DC
Lot 27 (Figure 3) - Wells Fargo & Co. Express, Marfa, Tex.,
sharp clear oval handstamp in blue on 3¢ entire used in 1883
with black company frank with "Presidio, Texas" cds at left,
small cover tear, Extremely Fine, very rare Wells Fargo marking.
Estimate $500-750. Realized $1,300 . (Author’s note: several
TPHS members at the auction were stunned by this winning bid.
Is there something we ar e missing?)
Lot 60 (Figure 4) - 10¢ green, type V, vertical pair + 1¢ blue,
type V, paying the 21¢ French mail rate on 1860 cover to Mons,
Belgium, grid canceled tying 10¢ pair, red “San Antonio, Tex.,
Paid, Jan 4” origin cds with manuscript rate below, red “New
York, 18” integral rate exchange cds's, reverse with French entry
and receiving cds's, trivial pulled perf in top 10¢ stamp, otherSee SEEN AT AUCTION on Page 14
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Texas
Kingmaker

Col. Edward M. House
Figure 1

By Tom Koch
Sometimes emphasizing the “history” in postal history
leads to more of a human interest story than one of color
hues, minute perf varieties, and blurry handstamps.
This story is an unlikely one of Texas-related history.
The illustrated covers are not rare. The reader may initially
react with, “So, what?”
Our leading character has received “little historical
attention” yet he has been called one of the greatest
American diplomats. His fame occurred nearly a century
ago on the world stage while Europe was embroiled in the
first international war.
Born in Houston in 1858, Edward Mandell House did
not want for much during his youth. His father, Thomas
William House, was a rich and prominent citizen of Texas
who started as a baker in Houston and later became a
prominent banker and landowner. T.W. made a fortune as a
leading blockade runner during the Civil War. He was

smart to accept gold rather than Confederate notes for
sending cotton to Havana and Honduras. Edward House’s
mother, Mary Elizabeth, was the daughter of Charles
Shearn (1794-1871), a Texian volunteer soldier at La
Bahia who also signed the Goliad Declaration of
Independence. He was an early city official in Houston.
Shearn and T.W. House were business partners.
The younger House spent time on the family sugar
plantation and was later to inherit cotton plantations and
manage extensive landholdings in Texas. He married
Loulie Hunter of Hunter, Texas in 1881. He moved to
Austin to better manage the holdings. His mansion there
on West Ave. was torn down in 1967. In the state capitol,
House found his true passion - politics. After directing
governor James Stephen Hogg’s reelection in 1892, House
received the honorary title of “colonel” from Hogg as was
custom in Texas at that time.
Tagged the “Texas Kingmaker,” House helped manage
successful gubernatorial campaigns of Charles Culberson,

Texas Postal History Society Journal, Vol. 31, No. 3, August 2006

Edward House’s mansion in Austin that was razed in 1967.

Joseph Sayers and Samuel Lanham. He later orchestrated Culberson’s election to the U.S. Senate.
A “conservative, sound-money Democrat,” House
became bored with state politics and sought a national profile. Republicans William McKinley and Theodore
Roosevelt delayed his ambitions but that changed with
Woodow Wilson in 1911. He became Wilson’s trusted
adviser and confidant, mostly in foreign relations. Texas
was an important state for Wilson’s nomination by the
Democrats. Many researchers dispute House’s role in
delivering the Texas delegation to Wilson. “The truth is
that Texans had virtually put Texas in the Wilson column
while Colonel House was seeking to promote the nomination of Mayor Gaynor . . .” wrote Josephus Daniels in The
Wilson Era: Years of Peace 1910-1917. Author Godfrey
Hodgson agrees that House was not responsible for the
Texas convention votes in his book, Woodrow Wilson’s
Right Hand: The Life of Colonel Edward M. House.
However, Hodgson adds that House’s “extraordinary influence was arguably the
greatest any single
adviser has ever had
over an American
president.”
In 1933 a book
about the WilsonHouse partnership
was titled The
Strangest Friendship
in History.
House helped
Wilson draft the
speech that spelled
out the Fourteen
Points - Wilson’s
basis for World War I
Woodrow Wilson and Edward House peace negotiations.
”The Strangest Friendship in History”
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House helped draft the covenant of the League of
Nations. He led the U.S. delegation as “United
States Commissioner Plenipotentiary” at the Paris
Peace Conference when Wilson temporarily
returned to the U.S. But it all came tumbling down
for both men. After Wilson suffered a stroke in the
fall of 1919, their relationship virtually ended and
House’s power ebbed. Some blame Wilson’s wife
Edith and her dislike of House for the falling out.
After Wilson’s first wife, Ellen, died in 1914, supposedly the president sought House’s advice on
whether to remarry so soon (to Edith). Edith held a
grudge against House for trying to persuade Wilson
not to marry her although there was no evidence he
did so. House admitted that Wilson’s coolness in 1919
was a mystery to him but he blamed the “bedroom circle”
around the ailing Wilson for blocking his messages.
Daniels, Secretary of the Navy, described House as
“ingratiating” at the same time Wilson called House “selfeffacing.” Daniels was a colleague of Secretary of State
William Jennings Bryan who resigned when Wilson
favored private citizen House to carry on secret peace

An enlargement of the corner card on all the covers shown here with
the blind embossed (no ink) raised type of Edward M. House / Austin,
Texas

negotiations in Europe. While House turned down
Wilson’s offer of a cabinet post to join the “official family,” he played a role in cabinet appointments including
three Texans - Albert S. Burleson, Postmaster General;
David F. Houston, Secretary of Agriculture; and Thomas
W. Gregory, Attorney General. “Had I gone into the cabinet I could not have lasted eight weeks,” House wrote.
Instead he lasted eight years as a powerful presidential
adviser with the code name “Silent Partner.”
The covers presented here are from House to George W.
Watt. They bear a blind embossed (raised type, no ink)
corner card of “Edward M. House, Austin, Texas”
although they were posted from House’s summer home
Beverly Farms, Mass. and his New York apartment.
Watt was an Eastern attorney and Wilson buff who
wrote a manuscript about the president. The enclosures are
not in the covers but are a part of the “George William
Watt Papers, 1920-1954” in the House Collection at Yale
See HOUSE on Page 6
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HOUSE continued from Page 5
University library. The correspondence includes Watt’s
requests for information about Wilson and an attempt to
ascertain whether Theodore Roosevelt actually fought in
the battle of San Juan Hill.
Though the enclosures are in New Haven, Watt systematically summarized the contents of each in script on the
face of the covers. Therein lies a bit of history.
March 6, 1932 - Watt notes “Col. House re Introduction to
Miss Tricker. 19 Tradd St. Charles S.C. 3/10/32 replied with
thanks & asked if [Al] Smith were aiding Roosevelt to keep others out.”
June 5, 1932 - Watt notes “Address of son-in-law. Beverly
Farms Mass 6-6-32 rec’d. Not so sure Baker got muddled &
mixed things up! Containing a Roosevelt clipping re Col. House.
Use where I tell of Baker’s omission (over). The reverse shows
“6-22-32 - Wrote to Manchester Mass. re White’s assertion of
274 - “Col H sensed a shifty look in W’s face and told a friend
that W. would put him on the scrap-heap.”

(Fig. 3) shows “Col. H. in this letter declares that he is very busy
with politics - 6/27/32 and hopes to see Roosevelt nomi. on
6/28/32 or 6/29/32. See Wm. Allen White 274 for - ‘House
sensed the shifty look and told a friend that W. would put him
(H) on the scrap-heap.’”

W.W. here is Woodrow Wilson. William Allen White
was the publisher of a small daily newspaper, The Emporia
Gazette in Kansas (See U.S. Scott 960). He advised presidents and governors, conferred with statesmen and talked
with the great and near great of the political realm. He
won a Pulitzer Prize for his editorials where he scolded,
counselled, warned, amused and praised mostly Kansas
and the Republican party. He wrote a Wilson biography in
1924 and Watt refers to page 274, a passage concerning
Wilson’s isolation in relationships with men. The passage
is: “Large, glowing eyes, which were not quite steady
enough to make them as handsome as they might have
been, illuminated his face and gave it an indefinably shifty
look which at first repelled the deepest trust from candid
natures. Colonel House sensed this. He told a friend after
House’s first meeting with Wilson that the time would
come when Wilson would put him on the scrap-heap.”
May 14, 1932 - (Fig. 1) Watt notes “How Colonel House
came to meet W.W. Also Mr. Martin’s letter to me. 5/16/32
Thanked Col. House & wrote Mr. Martin to supplement it.
Asked Col. about son-in-law atty!”

Figure 2

The W is Wilson.
Ray Stannard Baker
was a devoted Wilson
friend who wrote
Woodrow Wilson: Life
and Letters published
from 1927-39.
June 27, 1932 -

Figure 3

(Fig. 2) Watt notes “Col.
House denies that he ever
spoke unkindly about
W.W. just after last meeting - as White says
“House sensed W.W.’s
treacherous nature & said
‘He’ll put me on the ashpile” or “ash-heap.”
Used in Pr 62-4 or near
there. Over.” The reverse

House’s son-in-law was Gordon Auchincloss who
served as assistant counselor in the State Department and
secretary to House at the armistice negotiations and the
Paris Peace Conference. Auchincloss’s papers and diary
are included in the House Collection at Yale.
The reverse of Figure 1 notes: “In this letter Col. H.
offers to give me any information I want which I think he
can give me. - Geo. W. W.”
Aug 2, 1932 - Watt notes, “Mrs. House Aug. 1932.
Gloucester. Mass. acknowledges our congratulations upon their
wedding anniversary.”

Figure 4

Oct. 6, 1934 - (Fig. 4) Watt notes “Col. House did not
approve W.W.’s going to Paris. He knew I would use this in my

Texas Postal History Society Journal, Vol. 31, No. 3, August 2006
book. In fact, my letter told him that I would use it. Tell Col
re Procter & W. a liar. etc.” The reverse shows, “Copy inside of
my letter of 10/27/34 answering the Col. & telling him of my
Procter reference.”
Nov. 17, 1934 - (Fig. 5) Watt notes “The enclosed letter
from Col. House, answers mine of 11/14/34 - and states that my
said letter will go to Yale & be placed in the House Collection.
Inside - copy of my offer to send my Mss as is!” (The “Mss” is
manuscript.)
Dec. 13, 1934 - (Fig. 6) Watt notes “Col. House. Received
my Mss. and says it’s remarkable. My thanks of 12/16/34/.
Enclosed a copy of ‘Thon.’ Copy inside of my letter of 1/5/35
enclosing $1.00 for parcel post.”

Figure 5

Figure 6
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Jan. 10, 1938 - (Fig. 7) Watt notes “From Miss Denton.
Sect. Col. House is really much an invalid. Replied 1-25-38.
Col. House is ill. Jan. ‘38.”
Shortly after the Jan. 10, 1938 letter - on March 28,
1938 - House died at the age of 79. He was buried in
Houston. Frances B. “Fanny” Denton, a Texan, was
House’s personal secretary and confidante for more than
40 years. During World War I while in New York, almost
every evening she took sensitive war-related documents
received by House to a bank vault. Fanny hid them in a
large muff along with a steel revolver
she knew how to operate rather
well. Her father had been a
close friend of House and
her mother a distant relative of Loulie House.
Many scholars - and
Col. House - credit
Fanny with meticulously processing House’s
diary and making it
such a detailed historical
record (now at Yale
library). As some said, she
knew more state secrets
than the State Department of
her time. She was “more of a
collaborator than a private secreTexan Fanny Denton,
tary.” In his will House provided
House’s pistol-packin’
$400 a month to Fanny for life. She personal secretary of
more than 40 years
died in 1948 at the age of 77.
As author Hodgson points out in
Wilson’s Right Hand Man, House’s mistakes were big and
apparent and his successes less visible. Nevertheless, his
impact on American policy was far-reaching. Besides
influencing Wilson for 10 years, the House papers at Yale
and the Franklin D. Roosevelt papers at Hyde Park have
examples of FDR seeking House’s advice and House providing it. They met often in person during the 1930s.

Resources
Handbook of Texas Online, s.v. "Shearn, Charles," (accessed May 16, 2006)
and, s.v. "House, Edward Mandell," (accessed May 16, 2006).
Woodrow Wilson’s Right Hand: The Life of Colonel Edward M. House,
Godfrey Hodgson, Yale University Press, New Haven CT, 2006.
The Wilson Era: Years of Peace - 1910-1917, Josephus Daniels, University
of North Carolina Press, 1944.
The Emporia Gazette and Family History Online.
Woodrow Wilson: The Man, His Times and his Task, William Allen White,
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1924.
Intimate Papers of Colonel House, Vol. I, narrative arranged by Charles
Seymour, Houghton Mifflin Co., 1926.
What Really Happened in Paris: The Story of the Peace Conference, 19181919, edited by Edward M. House and Charles Seymour, Charles Scribner’s
Sons, 1921.
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Auxiliary Markings

Misdirected Mail
By Michael M. Ludeman
The U.S. Post Office Department considered a number of
types of mail matter to be “unmailable.” The Postal Laws and
Regulations for 1887 (PL&R[1887]) at Sec. 378 defined the following types of unmailable matter:
1. Held for Postage
2. Misdirected
3. Destructive matter
4. Coins and jewelry (to foreign destinations)
5. Obscene matter
6. Lottery related materials
7. Mutilated mail matter
8. Excess of weight and size
9. Foreign addressed matter which violated mail treaty provisions
10. Matter that violated U.S. Copyright provisions
The present article will be concerned only with misdirected
mail. Such mail is defined in PL&R[1887] as:
“Sec. 387.2 Misdirected: That matter which is without
address or so incorrectly, insufficiently, or illegibly addressed
that it cannot be forwarded to its destination.”

The proper disposition of misdirected mail matter was also
addressed by PL&R[1887] as follows for the post office of mailing:
“Sec. 536. Misdirected matter should be returned to the
sender, when known, with the words stamped or written
thereon, ‘RETURNED FOR BETTER DIRECTION.’ And

Figure 1

the sender should be informed of the proper post office
address to be given, if it be known at the marking office; if
not, the sender should be advised to apply to the Division
Superintendent.”

For mail matter outside the state it becomes more likely that
the mailing post office might not recognize that an address is
incorrect or incomplete, and thus, could allow such mail to enter
into the postal system. To remove this type of mail as quickly as
possible, additional instructions were provided for other post
offices in PL&R[1887] as follows:
“Sec. 546. Misdirected matter of the first class, if it bears
the card or request of the sender, should be withdrawn and
returned to him, with the words written or stamped,
‘RETURNED FOR BETTER DIRECTION.’”

Further, because most mails were transported and processed
on trains under the direction of the Railway Mail Service, the
RMS clerks also had additional instructions regarding the handling of misdirected mail or “nixes” in the same PL&R:
“Sec. 1005. . . . Whenever such matter dispatched from a
post office or mailed upon the cars may come into the hands
of postal clerks for distribution, it should be withdrawn from
the mail and sent to the district superintendent.”
“Sec. 1006. All nixes sent to the division superintendent
must be postmarked on the back and be accompanied by slip
addressed to the division superintendent, bearing the full
name of the clerk sending same, the postmark of his line with
the date, and the word ‘nixes’ in the upper left hand corner.”

Our first example of misdirected mail
is shown in Figure 1, and the back of the
envelope, shown in Figure 2. This letter
was mailed from New Orleans, La. on
June 4, 1887, and is addressed to “A.E.
Jones, Brownsville, Texas,” with the
additional direction “Johnson Co.” added
in the same hand and ink at the lower left
corner of the envelope. In addition to the
“NEW ORLEANS LA” duplex which
canceled the stamp, there are eight additional postal markings on this envelope
which tell the story of this letter which
we will try and unravel.
These markings are:
1. A manuscript “Missent” in pencil at
the top left corner of the envelope.
2. A black CDS “BROWNSVILLE /
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Figure 2

TEX.” dated June 7th (1887).
3. A red “MISDIRECTED-2” straightline handstamp.
4. A second Brownsville CDS also dated June 7th on the
reverse.
5. A RPO marking that appears to be dated June 11th but the
name of the route is illegible.
6. and 7. Two rather spectacular double circle markings from
the Dead letter Office in St. Louis, Mo. Both in red ink with one
dated June 18, 1887 and the other dated June 28th.
8. A triangular DEAD LETTER OFFICE handstamp in black
ink, also with an illegible date.
The problem at hand is to determine what happened to this
letter, where it traveled and why it took the route that it did. If
none of these auxiliary markings were present on this cover, it
would appear to be a very “deliverable” piece of mail. The only
problem that could be discerned regarding the address was the
addition of “Johnson Co.” at the lower left corner. The post
office of Brownsville, Texas is located in Cameron County near
the southernmost point of Texas while Johnson County lies
immediately south of Fort Worth and Tarrant County. Could this
be part of the problem, and if so, what might have happened?
First, it should be noted that it was a fairly common practice
during the 19th century to include the county as part of the
address, even though I have never found any addressing instructions that required this information as part of the address in any
of the PL&R’s of the period. A review of the Postal Guide for
1884, at page 339, which is part of the state listing of Texas post
offices, shows that there was a Barnesville post office in Johnson
County at that time, and that this entry is on the same page, but
in a different column, as is the entry for Brownsville. The
Barnesville post office was active between Aug. 24, 1873 and
May 27, 1874, and then again from Nov. 21, 1876 until April 15,
1890 when it closed for good.1 It is possible that when the writer
of this letter went to the post office in New Orleans to mail this
letter, he asked the clerk to determine what county Brownsville
was in so he could add it to the letter, and the clerk made an
error in the lookup process. It is not likely that the clerk added
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the “Johnson Co.” since it appears to be
in the same hand and ink as the rest of
the address.
This also provides us with a possible
reason for the manuscript “Missent”
marking. When the clerks at New Orleans
were preparing their outgoing mail, most
of the out of state mail would be made up
simply by “States,” that is, all mail for
Texas destinations would be placed in the
same bundle or mail bag, and then sent
by train to the appropriate Texas RMS
terminal, which was probably at Houston.
At Houston, mail would be broken down
for the next leg of the trip, and if the
clerk looked at “Johnson Co.” rather than
“Brownsville,” the letter may have found
itself on a train to either Dallas or Fort
Worth. At some point on this leg of the
journey, an RMS clerk making another sort may have identified
this letter as missent and added the “Missent” in pencil. Or the
clerk in Dallas, Fort Worth or even Barnesville may have done
so.
In the PL&R[1887] we find:
“Sec. 1016. Missent Matter to be so stamped. - Each letter
or paper missent to a line must be plainly stamped on the face
“MISSENT,” and the postmark of the line also stamped plainly thereon. This is necessary in order that the responsibility
for delays to mail matter may be definitely located. This also
applies to registered mail.”

The presence of the RPO postmark gives support to the missent letter being identified on the train. At this point, the letter
would be placed in a mailbag on a train which was going
towards Brownsville. The other alternative is that a postal clerk
in a post office prior to Barnesville or at Barnesville noted the
letter was missent, added the manuscript “Missent” in pencil,
and placed it back in the mails. However, that clerk failed to add
the postmark for his post office.
The letter continued to Brownsville, where it arrived and was
backstamped on both the front and back side of the envelope
with a CDS from Brownsville dated June 7, 1887. The logical
next step would be for the post office there to attempt delivery
of the letter but there are no markings or other indications that
such an action was taken. For some reason, the postmaster chose
not to hold this letter for 30 days, and then advertise it. Instead,
he chose to declare this letter “unmailable” and misdirected, and
proceeded to mark it with the “MISDIRECTED-2” handstamp.
The next step was to forward the letter to the Dead Letter Office
as seen in PL&R[1887]:
“Sec. 608. Returns of Unmailable Matter. - Unmailable
matter must not be held over to be advertised. Post Offices of
the first class must make daily, and all other post offices

See MISDIRECTED on Page 12
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Lannie H.
Smith

Texas World
War II Patriotic
Cachet Artist

By Charles Deaton
Collector interest has surged in recent years in the colorful world of patriotic covers from World War II.
Literally thousands of different types of these covers are
known, with either a printed or hand-drawn “cachet,” or
message supporting the war efforts of the United States
and its Allies during the course of the war. Some have
only generic messages, such as “Loose Lips Sink Ships,”
while others celebrate specific events and victories during that epic struggle. The 1999 publication of Dr.
Lawrence Sherman’s “United States Patriotic Covers of
World War II” (now sold out, but a new updated edition
published in May, 2006 by literature dealer James E. Lee,
of Cary, IL is still available) helped fuel this interest as
new catalogs in a collecting area always do. And it
helped me learn more about a Texas artist who prepared
some of the most beautiful of these lovely examples of
philatelic patriotism, Lannie H. Smith, of San Augustine,
Texas.
But I'm getting a little ahead of my story. I remember
meeting Lannie H. Smith once, somewhere back around
1960. At the time, I was a burgeoning young philatelic
entrepreneur who had just discovered that one could
painlessly expand his own stamp holdings by buying
other collections, keeping a portion for your own albums,
and selling the rest to recover your outlay. With this
newfound knowledge firmly in mind, I placed some
small ads seeking stamps in newspapers in several small
towns around my hometown of Nacogdoches. One of
these ads produced a phone call from Lannie H. Smith in
San Augustine, a town about 30 miles east of
Nacogdoches, close to the Louisiana border.
I soon drove over to visit Mr. Smith and remember
now that about the only thing I purchased from him was
a small stack of those beautifully hand-colored Civil War
patriotic letter sheets issued by Charles Magnus. During
our conversation about these, Lannie told me he was also
an artist who produced a number of hand-colored patriotic covers during “the war,” by which he obviously meant
World War II. But, these covers were long gone, he said,
and he had none to sell or even show me.
In later years, as I bought and sold World War II patriotics (now even more popular because of Dr. Sherman's

Figures 1, 2 and 3

Catalogs), I always thought of Lannie, but never did find
any of his creations. Until a couple of years ago, that is,
when a dealer friend from New Hampshire offered me a
small group of hand-colored (or “hand-painted,” as they
are termed now in the cover world) patriotics at a show in
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Boston. The covers were all done in the same style,
and, obviously, by the same hand, and they all had Texas
postmarks from the WW II era, mostly from Sunset
Heights, Texas, a small now-discontinued post office in
Harris County (see Figs. 1, 2 and 3). The covers were a
beautiful lot, all well-done, and that, plus the Texas connection, got my eye, so I bought them and took them home
for further study. While looking them over a few days
later, I realized that one of them (and only one) had a
return address on the back of "Lannie H. Smith, The Oaks
Hotel, Port Neches, Texas."
Could these be Lannie's designs and work, I wondered?
I quickly began studying the designs more carefully. They
were all similarly produced. A
black-and-white pen and ink
drawing of the design was printed
on the envelope, and the colors
later added by hand, individually,
with water colors. Many artists of
that period had a tiny symbol or
name etched into the design, and I
soon discovered that these all had
this
type of marking in the printed
Figure 4
design. With the help of my magnifying glass, I immediately recognized the tiny signature
of Lannie H. Smith in these designs, obviously the Lannie
H. Smith I met over 50 years ago in San Augustine (see
Fig. 4).
This was a happy discovery for me and I began trying
to find out more information about this East Texas artist.
The covers were all numbered on the back, and those I had
ranged in number between 38 and 65. A couple even had
information about the number issued. For example:
No. 65
Unused Issued: 50
DE Cancels:
28
I'm not quite sure how to interpret the DE, but would
guess that this means that 50 unused (or uncancelled)
envelopes were prepared and sent to correspondents or
artists with whom Lannie was trading covers, while anoth-
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er 28 were addressed, stamped, and mailed. Thus a total of
78 covers with this design were made by Lannie.
According to Sherman's 1999 Catalog, Lannie H. Smith
prepared 58 different hand-painted cachets during WW II,
almost all during 1943-1945. The Second Edition of
Sherman's catalog, published in May, 2006, shows 72 different Lannie H. Smith designs, and his listing applies values of either B ($7-15) or C ($16-30) to them. Dr.
Sherman, in a recent email to me, even says he may have
been a bit conservative in his estimates; he now thinks
most should be in the C range, with a few even in the D
($31-60) range. But, as he says, “the market will tell.”
As Dr. Sherman said, the “market will tell” about
Lannie's work. Dr. Sherman recently sold his remarkable
WWII collection through Harmer-Schau Auctions of

California, and his group of 53 different Lannie H. Smith
patriotics sold for $725 + 15%, or $833.73, which works
out to $15.73 per cover (See Fig. 5). That would have to
be considered a "wholesale" type price for such a large
group, so the retail price in the cover world will likely be a
bit more than that.
My efforts to find information about Lannie in the phil-

Figure 5 - Above is a sample from the lot of 53 Lannie Smith covers
sold by Dr. Lawrence Sherman in the Harmer-Schau Auction, June
23-25, 2006. The lot realized $833.73 or just under $16 per cover.

See LANNIE on Page 12
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MISDIRECTED from Page 9
weekly, returns to the Dead Letter Office of all unmailable
matter deposited therein for mailing, or received through the
mails, for which other treatment is not specifically provided,
on hand at the time of return.”

Figure 8

Figure 9

LANNIE from Page 11
atelic world met with little success. Inquiries to
Sherman and to the American Philatelic Society Research
Library produced nothing more than the date of Lannie's
death, shown by Social Security records as being June 15,
1968, in San Augustine. A nice lady in the San Augustine
Public Library's Genealogy section could not find an obituary for him, but she did provide a few phone numbers
that enabled me to track down a nephew of Lannie’s who
now lives in the same Smith home where I went to visit
him years ago. He would fill in a few more details of
Lannie's life for me. He was the oldest of a large family
with five brothers and three sisters. He had no formal art
training, but was a “self-taught” artist. Several paintings
by Lannie are still in the family, but he never tried to make
a commercial career with his art. Lannie had a watch-making and watch repair business in Houston for awhile. I
remember from the visit that he had only one leg, and the
nephew told me that Lannie had lost a leg in an accident as
a young man. After that accident, he apparently returned to
the family home in San Augustine.
While looking for information about Lannie for this
article, I checked with Monte Eiserman, of Houston,
whose knowledge of Texas cachet makers is second to
none, and learned that he also prepared first day covers for
new stamps for a short time after World War II ended.
Monte showed me two 1946 first day covers from Lannie's
studio (see Figs 6, 7). One of these was for the Aug. 3,
1946 Iowa statehood stamp (Scott #942), and the other
was for the Oct. 16, 1946 Kearny Expedition commemorative stamp (#944). For these, a backstamp shows that
Lannie H. Smith is a cover artist at 1801 N. Shepherd, in
Houston. See Fig. 8 (black ink) and Fig. 9 (green ink).
If you are interested in adding a Lannie H. Smith cover
to your Texas artist collection, look for colorful designs,
usually featuring a map, with the hand painted color added
on top of a printed black and white design. Then look for
his trademark etched signature, which is almost always in
the lower right portion of the design. They are not common, but a bit of searching should produce a few of these
to add some delightful color to your collection.

“Sec. 609. Returns of Unmailable Matter; How Made Up
and Transmitted. . . .
5. Every piece of matter so sent must have plainly written or
stamped upon it the specific reason of its being sent as
unmailable, stating whether “held for postage,” “coin,” “jewelry,” “excess of weight or size,” or “misdirected,” etc. and
must also bear the name of the post office, and the date on
which it was sent to the Dead Letter Office, care being taken
in indorsing or stamping not to deface the original postmark
or address.”

Brownsville at this time was a third class post office so it was
required to make a weekly return of “unmailable” matter to the
Dead Letter Office. This could explain the time between its
receipt on June 7 and the arrival at the Dead Letter Office on
June 18, 1887, when the first of the two red double circle
Inquiry Division handstamps were applied to the back of the letter. To determine what happened to this letter at the Dead Letter
Office, we return again to PL&R[1887]:
“Sec. 425. Examination of Returns. - On receipt of returns
at the Dead Letter Office they will be treated as follows:
1. Returns of unmailable matter will be promptly and carefully examined, and the matter therein compared with the
entries on the accompanying list.
2. Such misdirected letters as can be corrected and forwarded
to destination, and such as cannot be so corrected and
forwarded, but can be returned to the sender, will be so
treated.”
“Sec. 426. Opening Dead Letters. Such letters as cannot be
forwarded to the addressee or returned to the owner without
opening them to obtain the necessary information, must be
opened only by the persons designated, and under the directions as to place, time, and manner prescribed by the
Superintendent. Every letter containing a valuable inclosure
must be indorsed with the name of the person opening it, and
a brief memorandum of the character of the inclosure.”
“Sec. 431. Letters without Valuable inclosures. - All letters
without valuable inclosures shall be retuned to the writers
when the address of the same can be ascertained, and no
record kept of them except the number so returned. Letters
which do not disclose the address of the writers, so that they
can be returned, must be delivered to the Superintendent and
Disbursing Clerk daily, to be sold, as waste paper.”
(Note: “Letters with valuable enclosures” is a phrase used by
the USPOD to indicate Registered Letters).

Since this letter had no correctable address and no return
address, it was most likely opened by the Dead Letter Office
clerk. I believe the pencil notation at the lower right corner on

See MISDIRECTED on Page 13
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Fall Fling,
General
Meeting
set for
Greater
Houston
Show

Time has arrived for members to prepare for the
Texas Postal History Society meetings at the
Greater Houston Stamp Show (GHSS), Sept. 1517, 2006 at the Humble, Texas Civic Center &
Arena Complex. As in 2005, TPHS will hold two
meetings at Houston 2006:
6 p.m. Fri Sept 15 - “Fall Fling” Social and
Swap Session, Hampton Inn (official show hotel),
20515 Highway 59 North at Will Clayton Parkway,
Humble TX 77338, 281-964-4520. We furnish
drinks & food including the Stevers’ TamaleFest!
1 p.m. Sat Sept 16, General Meeting, Humble
Civic Center & Arena Complex, 8233 Will Clayton
Pwy, Humble TX 77338.
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This will be the 2nd Annual Fall Fling that saw
a successful debut last year. It was followed by an
equally successful new “Spring Fling” in April during TEXPEX.
The GHSS is presented by the Houston
Philatelic Society. The show hotel offers a show
rate of $79 per night plus tax for single or double
occupancy. Please contact Julio Mendez at 281964-4520 and mention the stamp show rate when
making reservations. The main hotel number is
281-446-4800.
The GHSS Awards Dinner will be a BBQ buffet
at the Humble Civic Center on the evening of Sept.
16. Further information is available at the website:
http://www.houstonphilatelic.org/show_hotel.html.

Clerks had to be alert to avoid misdirecting mail
MISDIRECTED from Page 12
the back side of the envelope is the clerk’s indorsement, but I
cannot make out exactly what it says. In any case, the clerk must
have found either a return address or the address of the
addressee, and sent the letter to its destination. This was usually
accomplished in a special Dead Letter Office envelope, so there
would be no additional markings on the envelope for the final
leg of the trip. Otherwise, the letter would have been sold as
waste paper, and this story would not have been possible.
Compared to the previous example, the next cover illustrated
in Figure 3 is rather simple. The letter was mailed on Jan. 9,
1905 from San Antonio. The one-cent franking indicates that this
letter was probably carrying an advertising circular rather than a
letter, since the first class letter rate at this time was two cents
per ounce. The letter is addressed simply to “J A Dunn” at
“Tunny, Tex.” The postal clerk at San Antonio apparently could
not decipher either the post office or the state, as they are both
rather scrawled. He probably did assume that the state was Texas
rather than Tennessee, otherwise he could have simply placed it

in the state bag for Tennessee, and let the clerk there figure it
out.
Instead he assumed that this was for a Texas post office, and
then further decided that there was no post office in Texas
named "Tunney" or however he read the name. He then indorsed
it with his two-line purple handstamp which read, “Return for
better direction. / No such office in State named.” The letter was
returned to the writer, as his corner card and address was on the
envelope. The regulations for misdirected mail in the
PL&R[1902] were essentially identical to those provided earlier
for 1887.
There is one possible problem with this action on the part of
the postal clerk. There is a post office named “Turney” located
in Cherokee County, which opened on Nov. 20, 19032. The normal procedure for checking a post office is to use the Postal
Guide, which contains both an alphabetical list of post offices by
state for all states, as well as a single alphabetical sequence for
all post offices in the United States. If the clerk checked this list,
he either missed this post office or it wasn’t in the list. Because
this post office was not established until late November 1903, it
is possible that it was not included in the annual volume of the
Postal Guide which appeared in January 1904, and at this time
in early 1905, the next edition of the Postal Guide may not have
been received at the post office. There are monthly supplements
to the Postal Guide which should have included this new post
office, but it appears the clerk did not bother to look at these
either. Thus, the letter was returned.
This ends our look at misdirected mail. Any comments on the
subject, or alternative explanations to the travels of any of the
examples discussed here can be sent to the author or editor.
End Notes

Figure 3

1 Germann, John J. and Myron Janzen, Texas Post Offices by County:
Johnson County, Houston; self-published: 1986-2001.
2 Germann, Ibid: Cherokee County.
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SEEN AT AUCTION

Fig. 6

Continued from Page 3

Fig. 3
Lot
321

Lot
27
Fig. 4

Lot
60
wise Extremely Fine. Scott Nos. 35+24; Estimate
$500-750. Realized $500.

Recent Ebay Realizations
July 10, 2006 (Figure 7) - Ebay 160004503900. Stampless sent to The Republic of Texas 12/25/1844. 2 printed pages.
Ship sailings and arrivals and prices of 100's of items. One page
is a manuscript letter to a CHARLES POWER of GALVERSTON, TEXAS. This was certainly not a Christmas greeting,
but a demand that a $3500.00 note be immediately paid. The
only postal marking on the cover is a faintly struck "SHIP" in
red. As there are no other postal markings we assume this to be
a receiving mark. It is identical to one used at Galveston, as
shown in Simpson, differing only by not having the manuscript
"2" the amount paid to the ship Captain for carrying the mail.
Perhaps, and we cannot make any thing but a guess, the mail
was handleded differently during this period when TEXAS was
See SEEN AT AUCTION on Page 15

Lot 316 (Figure 5) - Confederacy, La Grange, Texas, 1861, 5¢
black, provisional handstamp with "Nov. 8, 1861"cds at bottom left on cover to Weberville, Texas, with original enclosure,
slightly reduced at left & tiny tear at top, Very Fine and choice, a
lovely & rare provisional cover, Ex-Hart, Simon, with 2002
C.S.A. certificate. Scott No. 48XU1; Estimate $1,500-2,000.
Realized $1,250.

Fig. 5

Lot
316
Lot 321 (Figure 6) - 1861, 5¢ green, in combination with
1862, 5¢ blue, both stamps with four large margins, tied by “San
Augustine, Tex.” cds on 1863 cover to La Grange, Tex.,
endorsed on reverse, "Will some friend keep this letter moving
on towards La Grange" flap torn, Extremely Fine, a choice combination cover, particularly used in Texas, Ex-Hill. Scott Nos.
1+4; Estimate $750-1,000. Realized $1,350.

WANTED!
WW I & Post War Period
(1917 - 1920)

Texas Military Aviation
Training Field Covers, Cards
Camp Dick
Call Field
Barron Field
Hicks Field
Ellington Field

Rich Field
Taliaferro Field
Kelly Field
Love Field
Carruthers Field

Please Contact:
Erik D. Carlson, Ph.D.
Wineburgh Philatelic Research Library
McDermott Library - UT Dallas MC 33
PO Box 830643, Richardson TX 75083-0643
Email: carlson@utdallas.edu
Phone: 972-883-2507
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SEEN AT AUCTION
Continued from Page 14

Fig. 7

an Independent Republic. A choice collectable. It was stored
folded for a long time and its edges are brown and tender and one
of the folds shows separation. 2 bidders. Realized $75.01.
July 11, 2006 - Ebay 320004050129. Disaster cover. April 13,
1945 Dallas to Chicago business cover with auxiliary marking
"Condition and delay due to train wreck and flood." Appropriate
tears and soiling. Fairbanks, Morse & Co. Nice disaster item.
News reports of the time mention the floods. Low opening bid. 11
bidders. Realized $56.50.
July 11, 2006 Ebay 110005006614. 1936 Brownsville, Texas
Braniff Cover. Nice 1936 US Cover with Braniff Airways fancy
corner ad, plus special Brownsville, Texas illustrated “Port” Seal
and handstamp. 11 bidders. Realized $28.00.
July 6, 2006, Ebay 230003201830. 1943 Miller Patriotic cachet,
Laredo, Texas Gunnery School. 3 bidders. Realized $11.71.

Fig. 8.

July 19, 2006. (Figure 8) Ebay 220006655077. 1936 FDC Texas
Centennial John N. Garner cachet. Addressed to Gonzales P.M.
Boothe, Fred Boothe collectiion. Fine condition, very slight glue
seal discoloring. Plate# 21537. 6 bidders. Realized $56.00.
See SEEN AT AUCTION on Page 17

Seeking
Prussian
Closed Mail
covers from
Texas

TOM KOCH
1013 Springbrook Dr.
DeSoto TX 75115
email:
KOCHACABANA@COMCAST.NE
T

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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COVERS WITH A KI

K

TPHS Members at Washington 06
Photos courtesy of Lyle Boardman

My Texas cover inventory is as sorry as
they come, but I have lots of other fun
covers organized along traditional lines.
If you have any budget left after shopping
with the big boys, drop me an e-mail with
your wants, or take a peek at my website
www.postalhysteria.net

And of course, cover collectors are
always welcome at my office.

Postal

Hysteria

Vince King and Charles Shreve

108 N. SMYTHE ST. ◆
B O W I E, T X 7 6 2 3 0
C E L L P H O N E 9 4 0 . 8 4 1. 4 5 9 1
jeffswitt@sbcglobal.net

Harris Stamp Shop
TEXANA
Stamps for Collectors
Postal History of the World
Collections, Appraisals
Collectibles

Charles Deaton at right with Phillip Stevens

4141 Directors Row, Suite D
Houston, Texas
713-227-1811

shop@harrisstampshop.com
www.harrisstampshop.com
Open Tuesday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
(Sunday & Monday by appointment)
Ephemera, numismatic items, reference literature,
revenue & cinderellas, etc. Internet sales for client
material and consignments
Member, Texas Postal History Society

Lyle Boardman at right with a PMG Potter
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SEEN AT AUCTION
Continued from Page 15
July 12, 2006. Ebay 280006892226. #302 on Cover
Galveston, TX to Port-Au-Prince Haiti. Buy it Now. Realized
$8.95.
July 14, 2006. (Figure 9) Ebay 280005514262. 1944
Greenvile Tex WWII WAC Patriotic W/Letter. Very Fine
Patriotic Cover and Illustrated Letterhead. Letter is from a
WAC to a retired Army officer. Mail from women soldiers during the war is scarce. 3 bidders. Realized $12.50.

Fig. 9

HISTORIANS!
Two rarely seen aviation
books for your research
and enjoyment on sale:

MAJOR BUYER
REPUBLIC OF TEXAS
COVERS

Pioneer Aviator in China
$25
Sopwith Camel Ace
$20

from
Early 1836 to Early 1846
Reasonable Condition
Check or money order to:
Special Collections Dept.
UT-Dallas MC 33
Attn. Carole Thomas
PO Box 830643
Richardson TX 75083-0643
972-883-2570
cthomas@utdallas.edu

Rex H. “Jim” Stever
44 Camden Place
Corpus Christi TX 78412-2613
Fax: 361-991-4688
rhstever@hotmail.com
PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Texas enjoys
a pair of first day
stamp ceremonies

This Amber Alert first day cachet
was produced by Norman Cohen
for the new stamp issued May 25,
2006 concurrently in Washington
D.C. and in Arlington, Texas.
Amber Hagerman (at right) is the
namesake of the nationwide alert
system for missing children.

This Katherine Anne Porter first
day cachet was also produced by
Norman Cohen for the new stamp
issued May 15, 2006 at the
Katherine Anne Porter Literary
Center in Kyle, Texas. The ceremony was attended by Paul Porter,
nephew of the author. The stamp is
22nd in the U.S. Postal Service’s
Literary Arts Series.

The State of Texas, often ignored when it
comes to first day of issue ceremonies by the
U.S. Postal Service, witnessed two such events
in late spring.
First, on May 15, author Katherine Anne
Porter, most famous for her book Ship of
Fools (1962), was honored with a 39-cent
commemorative stamp that debuted in a ceremony at the Katherine Anne Porter Literary
Center in Kyle, Texas. Porter was born in
nearby Indian Creek, Texas in 1890 but her literary career pulled her away to the Northeast.
Also notable was Pale Horse, Pale Rider
(1939). Upon her death in 1980 she was
buried in Indian Creek next to her mother.
A somber ceremony was held on May 25,
in the Arlington, Texas Municipal Building for
the first day issue of the Amber Alert stamp.
Amber Hagerman is the namesake of the
nationwide alert system for missing children.
After her abduction and brutal murder in
Arlington in 1996, news radio, police and
community leaders devised the Amber Plan to
issue immediate alerts similar to severe weather reports. Over 10 years the plan has grown to
a multitude of cities around the nation and to
some international points.
Many of the speakers and attendees were
moved to tears when Amber Hagerman’s
mother, Donna Norris, told about the continued heartbreak she feels a decade after the
tragedy. Other representatives of Amber’s family attended, including her grandparents.
J. Robert Flores, Administrator of the
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention in Washington D.C., choked up
when he talked about the government’s role in
the Amber Alert and his concern for his own
three children.
“She wasn’t just my little girl, she was my
dream and there is so much that has been
taken from us,” Norris said. “It’s something
you never get over. I think the Amber Alert
System and the issuance of the Amber Alert
stamp would have made Amber proud. It’s like
she’s a guardian angel looking over children,
making sure they get home safe. Every time a
child comes home, I say ‘Baby girl, you did it
again.’”
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Texas History Timeline

Kreg Walvoord

Tragic Huntsville prison siege
continued for 11 days in 1974

Aug. 2, 1952 - The Gulf Freeway, between Houston and
Galveston, was opened to traffic. For more information read
Galveston: A History and a Guide by David McComb, Texas
State Historical Assn., 2000.
Aug. 3, 1974 - Inmates Fred Carrasco, Rudolfo Dominguez,
and Ignacio Cuevas took over the prison library in Huntsville
and held 14 people hostage. After 11 days prison officials
seemed to give the inmates all they wanted and provided getaway vehicles outside the library. The inmates emerged from
the library inside a “piñata” made from blackboards, tables, and
books and slowly pushed it toward the vehicles. Several
hostages were inside the “pinata” with the convicts, others were
handcuffed to the outside. That's when Texas Rangers sprang
their trap. The “piñata” was hit with high pressure water hoses.
Rangers rushed forward and cut the handcuffs off the hostages
and at close range exchanged gunfire with the convicts inside.
Two of the convicts were killed, the other captured, and two
hostages were killed in the crossfire. Please read Eleven Days in
Hell: The 1974 Carrasco Prison Siege in Huntsville, Texas by
William Harper, Univ. of North Texas Press, 2004.
Aug. 3, 1861 - In the early stages of the Federal blockade of
Galveston during the Civil War, a brief but intense cannonade
occurred on this day between the USS South Carolina and a confederate shore battery. A Galveston civilian was killed. Please
consult Battle of the Bay by Edward Cotham, Univ. of Texas
Press, 1998.
Aug. 5, 1917 - Goose Creek in Harris County was known for
having a muddy rainbowladen kind of water. After
Spindletop, prospectors began
testing the sandy soil around
Goose Creek. In 1916 one
gusher brought in 8,000 barrels of oil, but on Aug. 5,
1917, the Simms-Sinclair
Number 11 Sweet tapped into
deeper reserves and began
bringing up an amazing
35,000 barrels a day. See Oil
in Texas: The Gusher Age by
Diana Olien, Univ. of Texas
Press, 2002.
Aug. 10, 1862 - Near
Comfort in Kendall County
stands a monument with the
words, “Treue der Union.” It
Goose Creek discovery well keeps alive the memory of 68

German Texans, loyal to the Union, who were trying to make
their way to Mexico, and eventually the United States, to join up
with Federal forces during the Civil War. On this day, the
Germans were camped along the Nueces when Confederate soldiers caught up with them and attacked. Thirty-two Germans
were killed, the rest taken prisoner or narrowly escaped. For
further information read Enemies in the Country: New
Perspectives on Unionists in the Civil War South by John Inscoe,
Univ. of Georgia Press, 2001.
Aug. 12, 1840 - In the first week of Aug. 1840, Comanches
attacked Victoria. Many people were killed, houses burned, and
some 2,000 horses taken in the raid. As they headed west, a
quickly organized party of soldiers, Rangers and cowboys gave
chase. On this day they caught up with them near Lockhart at a
place called Plum Creek. They charged the Comanches firing
their Colt Patterson revolvers. More than 80 Comanches fell.
One white Texan died. Never again did the Comanches raid a
major Texas town. For more information read Lone Star Justice:
The First Century of the Texas Rangers by Robert Utley, Oxford
Univ. Press, 2002.
Aug. 12, 1860 - On this date, Temple Lea Houston, eighth
and last child of Sam Houston, became the first baby born in the
Texas Governor's mansion. Please read The Life of Sam
Houston by Charles Lester, J.C. Derby publisher, 1855.
Aug. 18, 1983 - In early morning, Hurricane Alicia hit land
on the west end of Galveston Island and headed straight for
Houston. Winds reached 103 miles per hour and 10-foot storm
tides struck Baytown. Some 20 tornados were spawned from the
giant storm clouds. Boats were scattered like toys at Seabrook.
Beach homes vanished. Billboards and trees snapped and windows in Houston skyscrapers
were smashed. The death toll
was 21. Alicia was Texas' first $1
billion hurricane. See Divine
Wind: The History and Science of
Hurricanes by Kerry Emanuel,
Oxford Univ. Press, 2005.
Aug. 21, 1906 - On this date
Texas Ranger W.J. (Bill)
McDonald arrived in Brownsville
to quell a riot of black soldiers at
Fort Brown. Despite fears that he
would be killed, Ranger
McDonald walked up to two
heavily armed black soldiers and
Ranger Bill McDonald
See TEXAS TIMELINE on Page 20
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TEXAS TIMELINE continued from Page 5
said, "I'm here to investigate a fowl murder you scoundrels
have committed." Then he barked, "Put up them guns!" They
did and the riot was over. Major C.W. Penrose of the U.S.
Army, who witnessed the incident, described the Ranger thus,
"Bill McDonald would charge hell with a bucket of water." See
Captain Bill McDonald, Texas Ranger by Albert Paine, Little
and Ives, 1909.
Sept. 3, 1844 - On this day Henri Castro and hundreds of
French Alsatian immigrants
began construction of their settlement twenty-five miles west of
San Antonio. They would name
it Castroville. For more information read Castro's Colony by
Bobby Weaver, Texas A&M
Univ. Press, 1985.
Sept. 10, 1961 - Hurricane
Carla struck the eastern Texas
coast. She is believed to have
been the largest hurricane of
modern times. Wind gusts
reached 175 miles per hour and
killer tornados followed her
Henri Castro
inland. Carla finally dissipated
after reaching the mid-western
United States. Read When Hurricane Carla Beat the Drums for
the Greatest Roundup in History by Stuart McGregor, 1962.
Sept. 26, 1888 - Author J. Frank Dobie was born on this day
in Live Oak County. Please
read American Original: The
Life of J. Frank Dobie by Lon
Tinkle, Little Brown, 1978.
Sept. 29, 1907 - Singer and
movie star Gene Autry was
born on this day in Tioga. For
further information see
Shooting Stars: Heroes and
Heroines of Western Film by
Archie McDonald, Indiana
Univ. Press, 1987.
Oct. 1, 1849 - The very first
inmate of the newly opened
state prison in Huntsville, cattle
thief William Sansom, began
his sentence on this day. He
J. Frank Dobie
was pardoned after serving one
year. Read Assignment
Huntsville: Memoirs of a Texas Prison Official by Lee
Simmons, Univ. of Texas Press, 1957.
Oct. 2, 1835 - Mexican Lancers attempting to confiscate a
small canon from the citizens of Gonzales were defeated by
militia carrying the famous "Come and Take It" flag. The Battle
of Gonzales marked the beginning of the Texas Revolution. See
Lone Star Nation by H.W. Brands, Doubleday, 2004.
Oct. 5, 1899 - Famous stamp collector Col. Ned Green of
1918 Inverted Jenny fame made the first recorded automobile

trip in Texas driving from Terrell to
Dallas at an average speed of 6
miles per hour. For further information consult Mr. Green's Magnificent
Machine by Brian Woolley, Eakin
Press, 2003.
Oct. 6, 1968 - On the 250th
anniversary of the founding of San
Antonio, the city staged a world's fair
exposition called the HemisFair. It
was the first international fair
ever held in the South. The
city transformed a blighted
Stamp Collector Ned Green
area of nearly 100 acres
downtown into a beautiful plaza. Over six million people
attended the fair. The San Antonio
HemisFair closed on this day in 1968.
Read San Antonio: The Story of an
Enchanted City by Frank Jennings, San
Antonio Express-News, 1998.
Oct. 8, 1838 - On this day in Navarro
County 25 white surveyors ran into 300
Kickapoo Indians who were on a buffalo
hunt. The Indians ordered the surveyors to
leave and when they refused, the Indians at
first appeared to ride away, but soon came
back in a fierce
attack. The ensuing battle lasted most
of the day and only seven of the surveyors lived through it. Read
Kickapoos: Lords of the Middle Border
by Arrell Gibson, Univ. of Oklahoma
Press, 1963.
Oct. 14, 1890 - Dwight David
Eisenhower was born on this day in
Denison. Please read Eisenhower by
Stephen Ambrose, Simon and Schuster,
1984.
Oct. 21, 1917 - Most of the 600 citizens of Ranger thought
the oil well W.K. Gordon
was drilling on a farm near
town was a waste of time.
Everybody knew there was
no oil in west Texas, but on
this day the people of Ranger
heard a mighty rumble and
saw a black cloud of liquid
fill the horizon. Soon
prospectors began filling up
the town. At one point, ten
trainloads of people a day
poured into Ranger. The
sleepy little west Texas town
soon earned the name
“Roaring Ranger.” See Oil!
Titan of the Southwest by
Carl Coke Rister, Univ. of
Oklahoma Press, 1949.
A gusher in Ranger, Texas
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