
Spring Fling S
ocial

set 6 p.m
., A

pril 13

TTeexxaass
PPoossttaall
HHiissttoorryy
SSoocciieettyy
JJoouurrnnaall

Vol .  32,  No.  1

February 2007

Grand Cane to Ironwood . . . Page 11

David Beech

Head of Philatelic

Collections,

British Library

Charles Deaton recently
visited David Beech at
the British Library and
saw these rare Goliad
provisionals on cover
from the Tapling collec-
tion donated in 1891.
This is likely the first
time these images have
been shown in color.

. . . See Page 3 

- Images courtesy

of the British Library 





QUALITY POSTAL HISTORY

Also, well-stocked in U.S., Classics, Revenues and Locals

Park Cities Stamps
Byron Sandfield

6440 North Central Expressway #316

Dallas, Texas 75206

For Appointment:  214-361-4322

Featured Cover

1845 Houston, Texas free frank sent to Ashbel Smith



Texas Postal History
Society Journal

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

From the President by Vince King . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

A Texan Visits the British Library by Charles Deaton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-5

Grand Cane to Ironwood by John Germann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-7

Calling all Colonels (new CSA guide) by Vince King . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

Star: A Hamilton County Rarity by Charles Deaton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-10

TPHS to Meet at TEXPEX in April . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

Seen at Auction by Vince King . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13-19

Texas History Timeline by Kreg Walvoord . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

On the Cover: These rare Goliad postmaster provisions are published
here probably for the first time in color courtesy of the British Library.
See Charles Deaton’s report beginning on page 3.

Texas Postal History Society Journal, Vol. 32, No. 1, February 2007 Page 1

Charles Deaton
Fine Stamps of the World

Summer - PO Box 2836, Orleans, Mass. 02653, Phone 508-240-2683  

Winter - PO Box 340550, Austin, Tex. 78734, Phone 713-927-9948

Email:  cwdeaton@aol.com

Stamp Collections Wanted - I am always interested in buying collections of United States and Foreign Stamps,

Covers, Old Letters, Cards, etc. For larger collections I will come to your place. You will find that I treat both you

and your collection with the respect and courtesy you deserve. See me at TEXPEX, April 13-15, 2007 in Dallas.

Specializing in Texas Postal History for more than 30 years

President
Vince King

315 S. Locust, Denton TX 76201

E-mail: entech.design@verizon.net

Vice President
Jim Doolin

11258 Goodnight Lane #105 Dallas TX 75229

E-mail: jamesdoolin@att.net

Secretary-Treasurer
Lyle Boardman

3916 Wyldwood, Austin TX 78739-3005

E-mail: LCboardman@aol.com

Journal Editor
Tom Koch

1013 Springbrook Drive, DeSoto TX 75115

E-mail: kochacabana@tx.rr.com



I feel a bit in awe taking over the position of TPHS

President from the distinguished author, researcher and

postal historian Charles Deaton. His shoes loom large and

I hope that I serve the Society with the same wisdom and

dedication that he has shown over the past few years.  We

all owe a great deal to Charlie for his inspiration and hard

work. A recent example of his expertise and devotion to

important philatelic research is found on the cover of this

issue of the Journal. The images of the Goliad postmaster

provisionals are likely the first time these have ever been

shared with the philatelic public in full color. Charlie

negotiated the opporunity to show these through a personal

trip to the British Museum. Please see details on Page 3.

TEXPEX 2007 is upon us April 13-15 in Dallas.  Our

bi-annual business meeting will be held at 1 p.m. Saturday,

April 14 in the traditional Boardroom at the hotel.  But

most importantly, you don’t want to miss our now annual

“Spring Fling” on Friday night, April 13. This informal

gathering has turned into a marvelous opportunity for our

members to get acquainted, swap stores and occasionally

swap covers.  There will be plenty of food and drink . . if

you haven’t made one yet, you have missed out on a great

evident.  We will be meeting at 6 p.m., Friday April 13 in

the show’s Hospitality Suite.  I hope to see many of you

there. See details on Page 12.

As many of you might already know, the Confederate

Stamp Alliance (CSA) has obtained the rights to the New
Dietz Confederate States Catalog and Handbook, last pub-

lished in 1986. A new edition of the catalog, the

Confederate States Catalog and Handbook, is scheduled

for publication in 2010, to coincide with the 75th anniver-

sary of the Confederate Stamp Alliance. Charles Deaton

and I are co-editors for the Texas section of this work;

however, we will need the help of many to complete this

task. I will be personally contacting many of you over the

next few months to discuss some of our needs.   Please see

details on Page 8. 

From the President

Following a legend

can be a tough act 
Vince King
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The Texas Postal History Society Journal is the offi-

cial publication of the Texas Postal History Society. It

is published quarterly. The TPHS is not responsible

for the accuracy of any contributed articles. Submitted

articles and images are welcome by the editor by reg-

ular mail or electronic mail. The TPHS provides no

guarantee that submitted articles will be printed and
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duced with prior permission and attribution.
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A Texan

visits the

British

Library

By Charles Deaton

A recent visit to London to attend a major stamp

show afforded me with a most enjoyable visit to the

magnificent Philatelic Collections in the British Library.

Some most unusual circumstances helped set the stage

for this visit.  First, as most of you know, I recently

published a monograph entitled “Fifty Years of Texas

Philately,” my own reminiscences of the friends and sto-

ries I have encountered during my years as a collector

and dealer in Texas. During the great Washington 2006

Show in June, I gave a copy to the veteran philatelic lit-

erature dealer Leonard Hartmann, of Louisville, KY,

and he told me I could expect some interest in the book

from England, as they was a strong interest there in the

history of philately.

So, I was not surprised to receive a purchase order

for one of my books from the British Library in

London. This is the national library of the United

Kingdom, a storehouse of “the world’s knowledge,” and

home of one of the great public philatelic collections in

existence.  What was surprising, though, was the timing

of this purchase order, which hit my mail box about two

hours before I was to leave for London to attend the

Philatex Stamp Show in late October.  I quickly added

one of the books to my luggage, thinking that I might

have time to deliver it in person to the Library.  Upon

arrival, I called the Philatelic Collections and made

arrangements with their Paul Skinner to deliver the book

the following day. Mr. Skinner is a delightful gentle-

man, and we both chuckled over the arrival of their

order just as I was preparing to catch a plane to London.

I mentioned to him that I would like to see the Texas

Confederate Postmaster’s Provisional rarities in his

museum as a part of the Tapling Collection, and he

informed me those items were currently on public dis-

play, so my desire could be easily met.  

The next afternoon, I rode the London “Tube” Circle

Line from the show to the Library’s St. Pancras stop,

Images Courtesy of the Brisith Library Figure 1

Figure2

Continued on page 4 . . .
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and  found a

Visitor’s Pass with

my name on it wait-

ing at the Library’s

front desk.  There

were directional

signs for the Tapling

exhibit at the front

door and I had

already carefully

examined the dis-

play before I collect-

ed my pass.  The

exhibit was a won-

derful showing of

U.S. rarities, but

there were no

Confederates on dis-

play.  Mr. Skinner

came to the front

desk to greet me, and told me

what I had already surmised,

that the current display included

“U” countries such as the United

States, but the Confederate rari-

ties I mentioned were in the “C”

group of countries under

Confederate States.  “But,” he

said with a smile, “they are

upstairs waiting for you.”  It was

a wonderful gesture of British

hospitality, to grant this Texan

who was personally delivering

his book a chance to view the

entire CSA section of the

famous Tapling Collection. He

quickly took me upstairs and we

sat together to go through the

box with the CSA material.  

The Tapling Collection was bequeathed in 1891, and

is thought to be perhaps the only major nineteenth cen-

tury collection still intact. It is full of world-class rari-

ties, such as Hawaiian Missionaries, unique Mauritius,

Swiss, and Gold Coast rarities, errors, inverts, and more,

all beautifully mounted on oversize hand-lettered pages

stored in large boxes. Paul already had the “C” box

open to the CSA pages for me, and I eagerly went

through the colorful section of general issues, page after

page of unused, post office

fresh singles, pairs, strips,

blocks, multiples, part sheets,

etc. of all the CSA stamps.

These were a delight, and

reminded me a bit of the simi-

lar large pages of U.S. stamps

in the Ben Miller Collection,

now on display in the National

Postal Museum in Washington.

Both collections are breathtak-

ing for many reasons, one of

which is the sheer volume of

stamps you see on display. For

any one issue there are likely

to be dozens of stamps includ-

ed showing numerous singles,

pairs, blocks, shades, etc. 

Paul had introduced me to

David Beech, head of the Philatelic Collection when we

arrived upstairs, and we had a quick chat during which I

presented him with a copy of my book, and with an

invoice which “waived” both the “express” delivery fee

and the cost of the book.  I assured him he was well-

known in the USA due to his ongoing role in the

Grinnell Missionary controversy and also from the dual

rarity exhibition arranged not long ago between the

Royal Philatelic Society in London and the Collector’s

Figure 3 Images Courtesy of the British Library

Figure 4
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Club in New York.  Our visit was pleasant but short, as

he was leaving to attend a meeting of the Royal

Philatelic Society that afternoon, and he told me Paul

would have to follow him in a few minutes, so I quickly

turned my attention back to the Tapling “C”: box.

As lovely as the CSA general issues were, I turned

on through them to the Postmaster’s Provisionals pages,

and was rewarded with an impressive group of these

rarities, especially considering the collection had been

completed by 1891.  There were three Texas items

included, two of which I was expecting, since they were

described long ago in Frank Crown’s 1984 “Surveys of

Confederate Postmaster’s Provisionals.” Both of these

were Goliad provisionals, one a 5c from the first design,

and the second a 10c of the next design.  The third item

was a bogus Houston provisional, which has been

described previously in Confederate literature.  I

arranged to have scans made of these three items and

they are shown herewith, probably in full color for the

first time in their existence.

The 5c Goliad cover is shown in Fig. 1, and a close-

up of the stamp is shown in Fig. 2. This is the Scott A1

type, and is printed on either white or gray paper with a

vertical manuscript “Clarke P.M.” marking as usual.

The cover is addressed to East Tennessee, and is

described in Crown’s volume.  Of special interest here

is the light bluish “wash” all over the stamp.  Another

well-known copy of this stamp, which was in the

Ferrari, Hind, and Caspary collections, is described as

“with blue and red wash coloring” in auction catalogs.

Perhaps another copy exists with only a bluish wash,

but the old black and white photos available in early ref-

erence books make this difficult to determine.  My first

impression is that the “wash” is perhaps the result of a

poorly cleaned or overinked printing plate that had some

blue ink from a previous job on it, but I will leave any

decisions about exactly what it is to those who have a

better knowledge of the printing technology of the time.

The second Goliad cover bears the 10c stamp classi-

fied by Scott as design A2. This design includes the

wording  “J. A. Clarke Postmaster.” The full cover is

shown in Fig. 3 and a closeup of the stamp is in Fig. 4.

The cover is addressed to William Headen in Corpus

Christi, and is marked O.B. for Official Business. This

cover is also described in Crown’s work.

The third Texas cover in the Tapling Collection is

described as a “Bogus Stamp.” The stamp is clearly

described as a fake in the August Dietz book “The

Postal Service of the Confederate States of America” in

1929. This full cover is shown in Fig. 5 and the stamp

in Fig. 6. The wording on the stamp is “Post Office

Houston Tex. 20 Cts.”  The Dietz book illustrates a sim-

ilar bogus stamp design with the wording  “Weldon P.O.

Five Cents.” This Houston fake, according to Dietz,

exists in various colors on both

white and tinted paper.  This

one from the Tapling Collection

is printed in what looks like a

purplish ink on light blue paper.

My pleasant and brief visit

was soon over and I herewith

extend my thanks again to two

fine English gentlemen, Paul

Skinner and David Beech, for

allowing this Texan a few min-

utes to examine the Tapling

Texas provisionals.  Perhaps the

next time I attend a London

stamp show, I’ll be able to

schedule a longer visit with the

wonderful Tapling collection.Figure 5 Image Courtesy of the British Library

British Library reveals Texas Postal History treasures
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GRAND

CANE
IRONWOOD

By John Germann

Pictured are two covers

written in the same hand, and

both sent to Col. James

Theodore Dudley Wilson.

One is from Grand Cane,

Texas dated April 28, 1857

and the other is from

Ironwood, dated December 6

(1869). The recipient is well

known. Wilson was a private

in the Army of the Republic

of Texas, and then became a

prominent Houston realtor,

salesman, banker, and

Confederate who purchased

supplies for the CSA army

from Mexico. He was also a

Democrat who would twice

serve as mayor of Houston -

“redeeming” the city from

Republican Reconstruction

control in 1874 and serving

again from 1877-1878.

As its name suggests,

Grand Cane was named for

the early sugar plantations

established in the area. One

of those was the realized

dream of Capt. William

Bledsoe, who married the

sister of Sam Houston’s wife

Margaret, and who moved

his family there from

Alabama in the early 1840s.

Shortly thereafter Sam

Houston established resi-

dence there too and practiced

law in nearby Liberty about

twenty miles to the south.
Figure 2

Figure 1
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The Grand Cane post office was established by Capt.

Bledsoe on Mar 1, 1845. It survived the Civil War, although

hundreds of Texas post offices did not.1 It shut down on

October 23, 1868, only to reopen on April 26, 1869 under

postmaster John W. Tompkins. Four months later Tompkins

changed the name to Ironwood, in reference to the local

ironwood (or hornbeam/water beech) tree. However, some

of the residents of Grand Cane apparently did not want to

give up the traditional name and on the very next day,

August 27, 1869, Charles W. Cope reestablished the Grand

Cane post office. The resurrected office lasted slightly less

than a year, closing on August 8, 1870, with its mail revert-

ing to Ironwood. Ironwood, on the other hand, operated

until Mar 15, 1900, when the office at Perryman took over

responsibility for its mail. A mere two months later two new

post offices emerged to compete for the local postal rev-

enues – Arion (May 17) and Clark (May 19). Clark won the

competition; Arion lasted only until 1902, whereas Clark

continued operating until September 1, 1961. No post office

picked up the slack this time, and there is no longer any post

office anywhere near the region. 

These two covers document the switch from Grand Cane

to Ironwood and also reflect a formative era in northeast

Liberty County. I only wish that I knew who the sender was!

Could it be a member of Sam Houston’s family?

1 In fact the manuscript postal records of the times, locat-

ed in the National Archives, take many pages to record the

names of the Texas post offices which never resumed oper-

ation as US offices, and all of them were assigned arbitrary

“closing dates” of either November 5, 1866 or January 23,

1867.

Map courtesy of Texas Post

Offices By County by John J.
Germann and Myron R.
Janzen.

LIBERTY

COUNTY

TEXAS
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By Vince King

TPHS President

In October 2006 the Confederate Stamp Alliance

(CSA) obtained the rights to the 20-year-old (can you

believe it’s that old!) New Dietz Confederate States
Catalog and Handbook for the express purpose of

publishing a long needed new edition. This new 21st

Century work will be simply titled the Confederate
States Catalog and Handbook and is scheduled for

publication and release in 2010 to coincide with the

75th anniversary of the Confederate Stamp Alliance.

Trish Kaufmann is the Editor-in-Chief for the pub-

lication and several section and state editors have

been appointed. Fellow TPHS member Joe Crosby is

handling the Indian Nations and Charles Deaton and I

are co-editors of the Texas section. The exciting

aspect of this catalog will be in its use of the latest

technological advancements in printing and scanning

that we have all noted over the past several years.

Additionally the publication will probably be pro-

duced in full color.

This will be “your” catalog and we need your

input. Our goal is to catalog, submit and fully illus-

trate all stamped and manuscript Texas markings

known. This includes manuscript town markings. We

will need scans of your Confederate items. Do not

assume that the editors are aware of all the examples

of different markings that exist . . . we do not. Again,

this is your catalog and the inclusion of your material

will enhance its prominence. 

I will be personally contacting many of you; how-

ever, we would like scans of your Confederate materi-

al for cataloging and inclusion in the handbook.  If

you have examples of Confederate Texas postal histo-

ry, we would love to have scans of the material at 350

dpi resolution in ‘TIF’ format.  The ‘JPG’ format is

acceptable if you can not manage TIF. Scans may be

forwarded to my attention by emailing me at

entech.design@verizon.net. Your scans, any informa-

tion or research you wish to submit must be in our

hands by 30 September 2007.  This will give us the

needed months to sort, digest, create illustrations and

produce the Texas section of the catalog for submis-

sion to the general editorial board.

For those of you with large holdings who do not

have access to a scanner, we will attempt to make

arrangements to have members scan your material for

you.

Additionally, I will have a scanner available at our

TEXPEX 2007 Spring Fling for those who wish to

bring their CSA collections or covers to the show. 

Help us make the Texas section of this new catalog

something to be proud of. For more information on

this project you may access the Confederate Stamp

Alliance webpage at www.csacatalog.org.

Calling all Colonels . . .

We need your help to

update new CSA guide

DURING THE 2006 Mid-Cities Stamp Expo in Grapevine, Texas

held in November, TPHS member Norman Cohen at left, poses

next to the town’s old “Calaboose” with new APS Executive

Director Peter C. Mastrangelo, center, and APS Treasurer Dr.

Nicholas G. Carter, right. The two APS officials joined Cohen

and other TPHS members at their annual lunch located at

Wilhoite’s in the historic section of town. The steel and concrete

Calaboose was used to dry out inebriated souls in the old days

and would likely be considered inhumane by today’s standards.



By Charles Deaton

Manuscript postmarks from small Texas

towns have always fascinated me, and I do

enjoy acquiring them, researching them, and

then passing them on to my customers who also

appreciate them.  The card shown in Figure 1

recently came my way when I purchased a col-

lection, and the postmark immediately caught

my eye.  There is nothing unusual about the

card itself; it is a common 2c Jefferson listed in

the Scott catalog as #UX8.  The tiny, neat man-

uscript cancellation, however, is most unusual.

Unlike some of these, it can easily be read, and

is “Star TX 11, 5, 87.”  This was not a familiar

town name, so I quickly consulted my own

Texas Postal History Handbook, which told me

it began operations in 1884 in Hamilton County, and was

later transferred to Mills County.  Then a quick internet

search of Jim Wheat’s wonderful database of “Postmasters

and Post Offices of Texas, 1846-1930 yielded even more

information. (And if you are not aware of Wheat’s work

and have basic computer skills, you should Google the

phrase in parentheses, and it will take you there; bookmark

it, as you will be consulting it frequently.)

Wheat’s information told me that Star was first estab-

lished as a post office on August 5, 1884, and William E.

Reid was the first postmaster.  Just over eleven years later,

on Dec. 5, 1895, Star became a part of Mills County.  This

card was mailed when Star, Texas had been a post office

for only three years, and the Postmaster at the time was

Calvin Skinner, who used a pen to write the postmark at

the upper right of the card.  Such manuscript postmarks

are common from new or small post offices, which had not

had time (or the desire) to acquire a handstamp canceling

device. We also now know this card was mailed when Star

was operating in Hamilton County, which is confirmed by

the heading on the other side of the card (see Fig. 2).

The sender of the card was J. R. Paine, and he boldly

headed his card as being from “Star, Hamilton County,

Texas.”  The “Handbook of Texas Online,” another of my

favorite information sources, tells us that Star is on U.S.

Highway 84, FFM 1047, and North Simms Creek near the

Hamilton County line in east central Mills County.  It was

named for the nearby Star Mountain.  The community had

a school early on, but no church until 1905, when it was in

the “zenith of its prosperity.”  A bank was opened in 1910,

but closed after a robbery in the 1920’s.  The population

was 171 in 1944, and had fallen to 85 by 1990.  The same

source also tells us that Mills county was formed in 1887

from Brown, Comanche, Hamilton, and Lampasas coun-

ties.  Mills County is still a sparsely populated area today;

Texas Postal History Society Journal, Vol. 32, No. 1, February 2007 Page  9

Star:
A Hamilton

County Rarity

Figure2

Figure1

See STAR on Page 10
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“REMEMBER THE ALAMO!”
and

“REMEMBER JOHN ROWE”
when you want to sell

★ TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY

★ TEXAS COLLECTIBLES

★ LETTERS, etc.

JOHN N. ROWE, III
Southwest Numismatic Corp.

6116 N. Central Expwy., Suite 921
Dallas, Texas 75206

214-823-9202

Map courtesy of Texas Post

Offices By County by John J.
Germann and Myron R.
Janzen.

MILLS COUNTY

TEXAS

the county seat, Goldthwaite, a delightful small Texas

town that I have driven through a number of times, had a

population itself of only 1,658 in 1990.  Mr. Paine, the

writer, as you can see, was inquiring of William

Monteath, who must have been an attorney in the firm of

Monteath & Ferman, in Belton, when the C Court

(Circuit Court) meets in Bell County,

So, what we have here is, I think, a Hamilton County

rarity, a card from a tiny town that had only about an

eleven year life as part of Hamilton County before being

transferred to Mills County on Post Office records. And it

is possible that the town became a part of Mills County

in 1887, but was only officially transferred on the Post

Office records in 1895. If this is true, Star was in

Hamilton County only three years.  Either way, a post-

mark from a small town with few letter writers in this

part of Texas is a truly scarce piece of Texas postal histo-

ry.

STAR from Page 9
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April 13-15, 2007 Free Parking   Free Admission

DoubleTreeDoubleTree

Hotel Dallas Hotel Dallas 
Near the GalleriaNear the Galleria

4099 Valley View Lane,4099 Valley View Lane,

Dallas TXDallas TX

(LBJ Fwy & Midway Rd).(LBJ Fwy & Midway Rd).

1-800-222-TREE1-800-222-TREE

National Dealer Bourse,National Dealer Bourse,

Seminars, World ClassSeminars, World Class

Exhibits, Youth Center,Exhibits, Youth Center,

Show Cachet, USPSShow Cachet, USPS

Pictorial CancellationPictorial Cancellation

TPHS member Jim Stever will present a “Texas Postal
History” seminar during the Texas Philatelic
Association’s meeting at 10:30 a.m., Saturday, April 14
at TEXPEX. Don’t miss it!

TEXPEX is an American Philatelic Society World Series of

PhilatelyShow and Exhibition and home to the Texas Postal

History Society’s Emery Awards Presentations, Annual

Meeting, and Annual Spring Fling Social

Friday – April 13

11 a.m.-6 p.m. - Exhibition and Bourse open

to the public, Grand Ballroom.

11 a.m. - Opening Ceremony, Grand
Ballroom.

6 p.m. - Texas Postal History Society “Spring

Fling” members social, Hospitality Suite.

Saturday – April 14

8 a.m. - United States Stamp Society Board

Meeting,, Teak Room.

8 a.m. - Texas Philatelic Association

Foundation Trustees, Breakfast, Seasons
Restaurant.

9 a.m. - Texas Philatelic Association Board

of Directors Meeting, Ebony Room.

10 a.m.-6 p.m. - Exhibition and Bourse open

to the public, Grand Ballroom.

10 a.m.  - Texas Philatelic Association

Annual Meeting, Ebony Room.

10:30 a.m. - Seminar, “Republic of Texas

Postal History,” by Jim Stever, Ebony
Room.

1-2 p.m. - Texas Postal History Society, Open

General Meeting, Executive Boardroom.

2 p.m. - United States Stamp Society General

Meeting, Ebony Room. 

3-4 p.m. - Seminar, “An Open Forum on

Exhibiting,” sponsored by the American

Association of Philatelic Exhibitors, Teak
Room.

4-5:30 p.m. - Critique of Exhibits by the

Panel of Judges, Ebony Room.

6-7:30 p.m. - Pre-Banquet Cash Bar with

Cheese and Fruit, Garden Terrace Room.

7 p.m. - TEXPEX Awards Banquet, Garden
Terrace Room. Tickets $40 each at the reg-

istration table. Public is encouraged to

enjoy the banquet.

Sunday – April 15

10 a.m.-4 p.m. - Exhibition and Bourse open

to the public, Grand Ballroom.

4 p.m. - TEXPEX 2007 closes until TEXPEX

April 18-20, 2008. Hope to see you there!
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Seeking

Prussian

Closed Mail

covers from

Texas

TOM KOCH
1013 Springbrook Dr.

DeSoto TX 75115

email:
KOCHACABANA@ TIMEWARNER.NET

Socialize at TPHS ‘Spring Fling’ during TEXPEX
It is time to plan on the TPHS social and meeting at

TEXPEX, April 13-15, 2007 at the DoubleTree Hotel Near

the Galleria in Dallas.

2nd Annual TPHS Spring Fling

Leading off the festivities will be the new popular

social event at 6 p.m., Friday, April 13 in the show’s

Hospitality Suite. The TPHS “Spring Fling” like its related

event - the “Fall Fling” held each September in Humble -

is free to all TPHS members. Expect the traditional fajitas

and trimmings and beverages. Bring some covers to swap,

sell or just to show.

Stever Presentation -Republic of Texas Postal History

On Saturday, April 14 TPHS veteran Jim Stever will

give a talk during the Texas Philatelic Associaton meeting

that begins at 10 a.m. His presentation is scheduled for

10:30 a.m. in the Ebony Room and is titled, “Republic of

Texas Postal History.”

Business Meeting and “Show and Tell”

Later at 1 p.m. the society will hold its business meet-

ing and Show and Tell session in the hotel Boardroom.

President Vince King and Secretary-Treasurer Lyle

Boardman will give reports.

Complete Journal Files & Index to debut on CD

The up-to-date TPHS Journal index and complete

images of every page from all past issues on CD will first

be available for purchase at TEXPEX.

Texas Postal History Exhbits Need from Members

Members are encouraged to prepare an exhibit of their

Texas covers whether they are modern FDCS, Republic of

Texas or specialties in between. We have the William

Emery Awards available at TEXPEX only and there have

been several years we have not been represented during

the Awards Banquet because no one has entered. The

award is a nice embosser that applies the Emery Award

seal in three eras - Pre-1900, 1900-1940 and 1940-Current.

Information is available from TEXPEX Awards

Director Dick Phelps, PO Box 867373, Plano TX 75086-

7373. His email is dick.phelps@verizon.net. The deadline

is March 23, 2007.   
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Seen at Auction

Winter auction scene shows

large variety of Texas covers
Vince King

It somewhat amazes me at the variety of Texas material that

can pop-up during a three month period.  The winter of 2006-

2007 being no exception.  Between several large auction firms

and eBay, the Texas collector's appetite was certainly whetted by

a combination of Republic, Pre-War, Confederate and latter 19th

century material.  Of particular interest were several covers sold

by Matthew Bennett from the "Lincoln Collection" of the 15¢

Black issue of 1866-68.  These particular stamps are difficult to

find on any cover, much less emanating from post war,

Reconstruction Texas.  Three marvelous usages; a foreign desti-

nation from San Antonio to Bohemia, a registered cover from

Brenham to Maine and a registered cover from Galveston to

Palestine, Texas used in combination with the 1869 issue high-

lighted this offering.

United States Stamps and Postal History ,

Matthew Bennett Public Auction #309, Nov. 10,

2006 

Lot 82 (Fig. 1) - 1867 (Jun. 4) San Antonio, Tx. to Prag,

Bohemia, orange envelope bearing 15¢ black (77) pair tied

through perfs by cork cancellation, red “N. York Paid 24 Hamb.

Pkt. Jun 5” exchange datestamp, Hamburg (6.28) and Prag

(6.29) backstamps; small faults, Very Fine, the 30¢ double

Hamburg treaty rate. Estimate $300-400. Realized $650.

Stamps and Postal History, Regency-Superior

Public Auction #58, Dec. 9-10, 2006, St. Louis, Mo. 

Lot 1814 (Fig. 2) - 1862 Cross Border from Mexico. Stampless

folded letter with Brownsville Tex. rimless cds with matching

Paid 10 handstamp. From Matamoros, Mexico to San Antonio

Tex., blue merchants double oval. Very Fine, scarce cross-border

usage from Mexico. Faults and restoration, including part of

front panel clear of markings and address replaced, fine appear-

ance. 

Lot 1815 (Fig. 3) – 1862 Stampless Rusk/Texas. With matching

PAID/5 in arc and manuscript Ch 20 , on folded letter to New

Orleans. Small edge stains, otherwise very fine.

Public Auction 25, Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic

Auctions, Dec. 6-8, 2006, San Francisco, Ca. 

Figure 1

Figure 3

Figure 2

See SEEN AT AUCTION on Page 14
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MAJOR BUYERMAJOR BUYER

REPUBLIC OF TEXAS
COVERS

from

Early 1836 to Early 1846

Reasonable Condition

Rex H. “Jim” Stever

44 Camden Place

Corpus Christi TX 78412-2613

Fax: 361-991-4688

rhstever@hotmail.com

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

SEEN AT AUCTION
Continued from Page 13

Lot 126 (Fig. 4) [Texas] Brazos, Aus 13, ca 1847, two-line date

stamp on fresh cover to New York, matching "10" rate hand-

stamp, Very Fine, ex Warman. Est. $150-200. Realized $95.

Lot 127 (Fig. 5) [Texas] Galveston, red oval postmark with

matching straight line "Ship" on 1843 folded cover from

"Newark, N.J." (red cds) to Matagorda, Tx., cover send to

Forwarder, Samuel Ricker in New Orleans who forwarded the

cover to Galveston, cover rated "25" for postage to New Orleans

with an additional 12½ added for transmission to Texas, cover

aging & some edge splits, Fine, a nice Republic of Texas cover.

Est. $300-400. Realized $325.

Harbour Auction, Matthew Bennett Public

Auction #313, Dec. 14-16, 2006 

Lot 1014 (Fig. 6) - 1867 (c.) Brenham, Tex. to Alfred, Me.,

orange registered envelope bearing 3¢ rose (65) and 15¢ black

(77) tied by cork cancellations duplexed with Brenham c.d.s.,

neat oval framed "Registered." handstamp, Very Fine and choice

use. Est. $150-200.

Figure 4

Figure 5

See SEEN AT AUCTION on Page 15
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WANTED!
WW I & Post War Period

(1917 - 1920)

Texas Military Aviation

Training Field Covers, Cards

Camp Dick

Call Field

Barron Field

Hicks Field

Ellington Field

Rich Field

Taliaferro Field

Kelly Field

Love Field

Carruthers Field

Please Contact:

Erik D. Carlson, Ph.D.

Wineburgh Philatelic Research Library

McDermott Library - UT Dallas MC 33

PO Box 830643, Richardson TX 75083-0643

Email:  carlson@utdallas.edu

Phone:  972-883-2507

My Texas cover inventory is as sorry as
they come, but I have lots of other fun

covers organized along traditional lines.

If you have any budget left after shopping
with the big boys, drop me an e-mail with
your wants, or take a peek at my website

w w w . p o s t a l h y s t e r i a . n e t

And of course, cover collectors are
always welcome at my office.

Postal      Hysteria
1 0 8  N .   S M Y T H E   S T .  �     B O W I E,  T X    7 6 2 3 0

C E L L   P H O N E    9 4 0 . 8 4 1. 4 5 9 1
j e f f s w i t t @ s b c g l o b a l . n e t

C O V E R S   W I T H   A   K I      K�

SEEN AT AUCTION
Continued from Page 14

Lot 1018 (Fig. 7) - 1869 (c.) Galveston, Tex. to Palestine,

Tex., orange envelope bearing 1868 15¢ black, F. grill (98) and

1869 3¢ ultramarine (114) two singles, tied by circled "24"

numeral rate handstamps, Galveston c.d.s. and "Registered No."

straightline handstamp; envelope repaired upper left, Fine and

scarce cancellation.  Est. $200-300.

Lot 1099 (Fig. 8) - 1873 (May 20) New York, N.Y. to

Galveston, Tx., large envelope bearing 2¢ brown, 6¢ pink, 15¢

orange (157, 159, 163 three) tied by cork cancellations, red

"New York Registered" datestamp; docketed and reduced at left,

Fine. Est. $200-300.

Figure 6

Figure 7

Figure8
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United States Postal History, Robert A. Siegel

Auction Galleries Inc., Sale 927, Dec. 20, 2006,

New York.

Lot 1091 (Fig. 9) - Blood's City Despatch, Philadelphia Pa.,

(unstated value) Black & Blue (15L10). Large margins to just

touched along bottom, uncancelled and used on greenish Jul. 2,

1848 folded letter from Stuttgart, Germany, to New Braunfels,

Texas, carried outside the mails to Philadelphia where carried by

Blood's to the post office, blue "Philada. Pa. 5 cts. Sep. 23" inte-

gral-rate circular datestamp re-rated "10" cents to Texas, file

fold, Very Fine, an extraordinary use of the scarce Blue & Black

"For the Post Office" stamp on bootlegged transatlantic mail

from Germany to Texas, ex Hollowbush. Est. $1000-1500.

Lot 1306 (Fig. 10) - 3c Orange Brown (10). Clear to large mar-

gins incl. part of three adjoining stamps, rich color, tied by

unusual blue grid cancel, matching "Galveston Tex. Sep. 19" cir-

cular datestamp on small cover to Vermont, missing part of top

flap, small cover toned spot at bottom, otherwise Very Fine,

attractive usage from Texas . Est.$ 200-300.

Lot 1352 (Fig. 11) - 3c Rose (65). Two, tied by bold strike of

"Alleyton Tex." handstamp on Aug. 1866 folded cover to San

Antonio Tex., company handstamps at left, right stamp defective

at top, some overall wear, otherwise Fine, scarce post-war usage,

Alleyton was a terminus in the Civil War trade between Texas

and Mexico, accompanied by short history of Alleyton Est.

$200-300.

Lot 1468 (Fig. 12) - 1c-10c Pan-American (294-299).

Complete set tied by tiny targets on registered cover to Germany,

"Leon Tex. Jul. 13, 1901" circular datestamp, registry label and

large purple oval handstamp return cachet, appropriately back-

stamped, 10c small corner crease and 5c trivial edge toning,

slight cover wear, otherwise Fine, still rather attractive in the

overall and certainly very scarce. Est. $400-500.

Lot 1582 -Galveston Tex., 5c Black entire (98XU1). Clear

strike of provisional marking, "Galveston Tex. ? 20" double-cir-

cle datestamp, on cover to Richmond Tex., control marking on

back, slightly reduced at right into rate marking, overall wear

and soiling despite being bit heavily cleaned, still Fine, with

1989 P.F. certificate Est. $1,500.

Lot 1658 (Fig. 13) - Trans-Mississippi Usage from Georgia to

Arkansas via Texas. 10c Greenish Blue, Die A (11c), three mar-

gins, in at bottom, creased, tied by "Nacogdoches Tex. Jan. 28"

(1864) circular datestamp on cover originating in Jasper Co., 

SEEN AT AUCTION
Continued from Page 15

Figure 9

Figure10

Figure 11

Figure 12

See SEEN AT AUCTION on Page 17
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Georgia, and addressed to Union-held Benton, Arkansas, carried

thru the river blockade by courier (ms. "Sent by H. M. Henley"

on backflap), entered Confederate mails at Nacogdoches and

sent to Camden Ark. where exchanged under flag-of-truce, ms.

"Ex & appd. Maj. W. Percy, Comdg Post" examiner's endorse-

ment applied on arrival at Benton, with original letter dated Nov.

29, 1863, the writer describes his company's part in the Battle of

Chickamauga, taking a ball thru the eye, other casualties, ampu-

tations and mention of Gen. Bragg fighting and retreating to

Dalton, minor stain spots and folds in cover, still Fine, an

extremely rare usage. Est. $750-1,000.

Lot 1659 (Fig. 14) - 10c Greenish Blue, Die A (11c). Horizontal

pair, mostly large margins, tied by partly readable Shreveport

La. double-circle datestamp on Trans-Mississippi folded letter

datelined Richmond Va., Oct. 13, 1863, to Fairland Tex., inter-

esting contents with directions for getting mail across the river

by Capt. F. J. Lynch who swims across with his mule, edges

toned and some splitting or nicks along folds, otherwise Fine,

scarce use of 10c engraved, evidence of one of the many ways

mail was transported across the Mississippi River after Federal

troops gained control of this strategic waterway. Est. $400-500.

133. Pumpenmeier Auktionen, Jan. 20, 2007,

Kirchlengern, Germany.

In the following German auctions, the Euro (€) is used for esti-

mates and prices realized. Roughly  at the time of these auctions

(€1.00 = US$1.30.

Lot 864 (Fig. 15) - 3C. orangebrown pair 12 C. black (have

been separated from the envelope) as supplemental postage on a

GSU 3 C. to Glarus in Switzerland, assorted transit marks.

Michel-Nr.: 4,7(2), U. (Editor’s note - the writeup did not men-

tion that this was posted in Bastrop, Texas). Did not sell.

Lot 868 (Fig. 16) - 3 C. red vertical pair and single stamp as

supplemental postage on a 3-cent postal stationery envelope

from San Antonio, Texas to Germany overstamped red K1 “New

York Paid all Direct,” handwritten “Per steamer via Hamburg or

Bremen,” GSU supplemental postage are uncommon, minimal

tones of wear. Michel-Nr.: 18(3). Realized  €300.

Ulrich Felzmann Briefmarken-Auktionen #117,

Dusseldorf, Germany Jan. 25-27, 2007.

Lot 2615 (Fig. 17) - Seguin, Texas. X C. Washington, vertical

3er-Streifen on complete paid Oversea-letter with full contents -

SEEN AT AUCTION
Continued from Page 16

Figure 13

Figure 14

Figure 15

Figure 16

See SEEN AT AUCTION on Page 18
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3 Einlegeblätter! - with black cds SEGUIN TEXAS 15 April

(1859), red PAID cancel also feather train-depreciation via

"Prussian closed Mail" and red two-circle cancel BREMEN

145/FRANCO to HAGEN. Extreme decorative item in aborigi-

nal condition! Est. €300. Did not sell.

Lot 2621 (Fig. 18) - GSU 1 C. with named additional franking

as registered letter with three straight line cancel REGISTERED

AUSTIN TEXAS 18. 9. 1899 and registration label New York to

Mailand, arrival -cancellations on the back; a little creasely. Est.

€100. Did not sell.

Ebay Realizations

Texana – Old German Texas stamps, letters, envelopes - New

Ulm Lot, (Fig. 19) Ebay 250051024450. Some 50 envelopes

from New Ulm in Austin County. Written to an early German

settler, Fredinand Dorbritz and his son, Paul. Ferdinand W.

Dorbritz was a German emigrant who was in Texas prior to the

Civil War. After the war he was the long time post master of the

German settlement at New Ulm in Austin County. Killers and

cancellations on stamps both U.S. and German show dates or

notations from the early 1870s to 1890s. Letters from The Bank

of Goliad, Imperial German Consulate in Galveston, Germany,

First National Bank of Galveston, James A. Burke - County

Clerk of Goliad County. Several with letters. One letter with let-

terhead of Sam Houston Normal Institute dated 1884 with list of

Faculty members in the letterhead. One photo of Paul Dorbritz

camping out around camp fire with two friends dated 1906. 12

bids. Realized $78.88.

1886 Swiss Alp, Fayette Co., Texas to Germany (Fig. 20), Jan.

3, 2007, ebay 160067908774. 2c entire bearing 1c blue (206)

and 2c red brown (210) tied by circle star cancellations to

Hamburg, Germany.  Dark blue "Swiss Alp, Fayette Co., Texas.

Oct 12, 1886" oval serrated datestamp.  New York "44" (10.6)

duplex and Hamburg (10.18) arrival backstamps.  Edge flaw

upper right. Very Fine and rare county postmark cover used

abroad. 3 bids. Realized $147.50.

SEEN AT AUCTION
Continued from Page 17

Figure 17

Figure 18

Figure 19

Figure 20
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1881 Mineral City / Bee Co., Texas ~ Fancy CO/PM Cancel,

(Fig. 21) Jan. 3, 2007, ebay 270073430436. 1878-1795. Well

struck postmark. Envelope contains letter and is a little short-

ened at left. 1 bid. Realized $79.99.

Texas 1845 Stampless Folded Letter (Fig. 22), Jan. 3, 2007,

ebay 170064675058. “San Augustine / Sept 25” and “10” . . .

Republic of Texas manuscript cancel on folded letter addressed

to Alfred Shelby in Jasper. Letter: “hold a public meeting and

nominate George W. Smyth for Governor.” and this 2 page letter

is all about the nomination and how to do it . . . Mentions “the

Palmers”., “John M. Harris”, ASCC 1997 value for the cancel

only is $200. 1 bid. Realized $175.

Texas: Corsicana 1850s Cover, Dotted Balloon CDS (Fig. 23),

Dec. 28, 2006, ebay 230069382280. Navarro County, Postal

entire, no back flap, stain at the bottom, fantastic strike. 1 bid.

Realized $175.

Texas: Goldwaithe 1885 Cover, Postmaster Cancel, Dec. 28,

2006, ebay 230069382520. Postal entire, reduced a little at side,

nice condition. 1 bid. Realized $60.

Stampless Ship Letter 1846 to Texas Masonic Grand Master.,

Jan. 28, 2007. Ebay 270081167639. Markings include Boston

Ship CDS, large red 12. 22 bids. Realized $134.

1865 Early Texas Corres; 4 Letters; US #65; 8pcs, Jan. 25,

2007, ebay 120076765602. Very interesting, and very scarce

Family Correspondence containing (4) four letters accompanied

by their original mailing envelopes; each one franked with U.S.,

Scott #65 stamp; and all postmarked with New Orleans,

Louisana cancels. Letters have 1865 datelines from Houston,

Tx.; Columbia, Tx.; and (2) two from Galveston, Tx.; and all are

written by one D.H. Law and addressed to his wife, living in

Sterling, Illinois. They were all fowarded through New Orleans,

La. and the lot contains a total of 13 hand-written pages. Seems

Law was a travelling businessman or minister, but letters really

need a through reading and further research for local collector or

historian. Scarce, Post Civil War Texas Correspondence!! 3 bids.

Realized $227.53.

Spur, Texas 1910 (Fig. 24),  Jan. 20, 2007, ebay 140074527740.

4-bar on Real Photo Street Scene Postcard, with minor corner

and edge wear. Also one damaged corner. Nice Street Scene

from this Dickens County Town where the post office opened in

1909! 4 bids. Realized $10.49.

SEEN AT AUCTION
Continued from Page 18

Figure 21

Figure 23

Figure 24

Figure 22
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Texas History Timeline

The storm of ’95 dumped

20 inches of snow on Houston
Kreg Walvoord

Feb. 14, 1895 – It doesn’t snow much in Texas, but on this

day in 1895 a snow storm hit the gulf coast.  Houston recorded

20 inches of snow while Galveston got 15.4 inches.  See Texas
Weather by Harold Taft, England and May, 1975.

Feb. 18, 1870 – The state legislature ratified the 13th and

14th Amendments to the United States Constitution.  For more

information please consult Equality and the Law by Louis

Warsoff, Greenwood Press, 1975.

March 11, 1890 – Texas governor and

leader of the Light Crust Doughboys, W.

“Pappy” Lee O’Daniel, was born on this day

in Ohio.  Read Please Pass the Biscuits,
Pappy by Bill Crawford, Univ. of Texas

Press, 2004.

March 14, 1845 – Prince Carl of Solms-

Braunfels purchased a track of land in Texas

for $1,111.00.  Soon he was settling fellow

Germans there.  He named

the small city be had begun

New Braunfels after his

hometown in Germany.  See Voyage to North
America by Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels,

German-Texas Heritage Society, 2000.

March 15, 1881 – Agents from the Texas

and Pacific railroad held an auction of lots to

establish a new town along its route across

Texas.  178 lots were sold on this day and the

town of Abilene, Texas was born.  See Abilene
on Catclaw Creek by Katharyn Duff, Reporter

Publishing Co., 1969.

March 19, 1840 – Comanches, led by a dozen chiefs, met

with Texas government officials in San Antonio to negotiate a

peace treaty.  Believing the Comanches had reneged on a prom-

ise to release all white prisoners, the Texans took the chiefs pris-

oner resulting in the Council House fight.  35 Comanches and 7

Texans are killed.  Please read The Comanche Barrier to South
Plains Settlement by Rupert Richardson,

Eakin Press, 1996.

March 20, 1687 – Rene’ Robert Cavelier

Sieur de La Salle was murdered by his own

men on the banks of the Navasota River.  La

Salle’s expedition to establish a French pres-

ence at the mouth of the Mississippi was a

failure.  Please read The La Salle Expedition
to Texas:  The Journal of Henri Joutel by

Henri Joutel, Texas State Historical Assn.,

1998.

March 24, 1883 – Cowboys were paid a dollar a day and all

the beans they could eat, but on this day 24 cowboys from

ranches along the Canadian River went on strike, asking for a

salary increase.  Soon over 300 cowboys from other Panhandle

ranches joined the strike. The strike ended with ranchers agree-

ing to pay their cowboys $1.68 per day.  Please read The
Cowboy Way by Paul Carlson, Texas Tech Univ. Press, 2000.

March 25, 1843 – Seventeen Texans are executed in what

became known as the Black Bean Episode, resulting from the

Mier Expedition, one of several raids by Texans against Mexico.

See Mier Expedition Diary: A Texas Prisoner’s Account by

Joseph McCutchan, University of Texas Press, 1978.

March 30, 1846 – Dallas County was created on this day in

1846 by the Texas legislature. Please read Dallas: A History of
“Big D” by Michael Hazel, Texas State Historical Assn., 1997.

March 31, 1878 –

Heavyweight boxing champi-

on Jack Johnson was born on

this day in Galveston. Read

The Fight of the Century by

Thomas Hietala, M.E. Sharpe,

2002.

April 10, 1937 – Lyndon

Johnson won his first political

race during a special election to

fill an empty 10th district House

of Representatives seat.  For more

information read L.B.J. by Irwin Unger,

John Wiley, 1999.

April 16, 1947 – The French S.S. Grandchamp, carrying

ammonium nitrate, exploded at Texas City.  Almost 600 people

are killed and thousands more injured.  See The Texas City
Disaster 1947 by Hugh Stephens, Univ. of Texas Press, 1997.

Prince Carl

Solms-Braunfels

“Pappy”

O’Daniel

Rene

LaSalle Ground zero of the Grandchamp disaster

Jack Johnson



TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY
� stampless
� confederate
� d.p.o
� advertising
� 1936 centennial and related
� etc.

I buy and sell a full line of texas, u.s. and world
postal history. copies of material from your
collecting area sent upon request.

T H E  R I G H T  S T A M P  C O M P A N Y

VANCE RIGHTMIRE
P.O. BOX 5280

Austin, Texas 78763-5280

Email:  rightstamps@aol.com       Phone: 512-478-9581
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