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TEXPEX 2008 is fast approaching accompanied
with our annual Spring TPHS meeting.  All of you
should be aware that the dates for TEXPEX have offi-
cially changed.  Due to a “computer glitch” at the
hotel, our original meeting date was scheduled over by
another group.  This necessitated changing the date of
the show, moving to another location or canceling the
event.  Show organizers decided to move the exhibi-
tion forward one week.  The new dates for TEXPEX
are April 11-13, 2008.

Our now traditional Spring Fling will be held at
6:30 PM on Friday,  April 11th in the TEXPEX Hospi-
tality Suite, Room 320, on the third floor of the Dou-
bletree Hotel.  Bring covers, stories and plenty of
stamina. The regular meeting is set for 1 p.m. Satur-
day, April 12 in the Oak Room at the hotel.

Charlie Deaton and I would like to thank all of
those members who have contributed scans of their
Confederate States of America philatelic material for
the new catalog.  The production of this book will
benefit all collectors of this fascinating field of study.

It is also a major undertaking for those who are
closely involved with the production aspects of this
project.  The new CSA Catalog is scheduled for publi-
cation in 2010.

Finally, this issue of the Journal has many very in-
teresting articles that have been submitted by various
members of the society.  I have been very pleased with
the eagerness of members to submit articles and con-
tinue to encourage everyone to do so.  Articles do not
have to be long and they do not have to be unduly
technical.  In most cases all you have to do is “tell the
story” of your favorite cover.

Thanks to all of our members for making our Jour-
nal the one of the best philatelic publications and the
ENVY of many other state postal history organiza-
tions.  See “award winning” Journal article on page
14.

From the President

TEXPEX 2008 dates have

changed . . . please make note  
Vince King
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The Texas Postal History Society Journal is the offi-

cial publication of the Texas Postal History Society. It

is published quarterly. The TPHS is not responsible for

the accuracy of any contributed articles. Submitted ar-

ticles and images are welcome by the editor by regular

mail or electronic mail. The TPHS provides no guaran-

tee that submitted articles will be printed and when

they may be printed. Articles may be reproduced with

prior permission and attribution.

The Journal is available to members of the society.

Dues to the TPHS are $18 per year payable to the Sec-

retary-Treasurer. Single copies are $5 with $1 first

class postage.

Texas Postal
History Society

Journal

Texas Postal History Society Website:

http://www.texasphilatelic.org/texpex.html

Founded in 1975, the TPHS is affiliated with the

Texas Philatelic

Association and

the American

Philatelic Society.
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MAJOR BUYERMAJOR BUYER

REPUBLIC OF TEXAS
COVERS

from
Early 1836 to Early 1846

Reasonable Condition

Rex H. “Jim” Stever

44 Camden Place
Corpus Christi TX 78412-2613

Fax: 361-991-4688
rhstever@hotmail.com

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

The Texas Postal History Society was one of the

original state postal history societies to be featured on

the Smithsonian National Postal Museum’s website ti-

tled  “State Postal History Registry.”

Below is and image of the TPHS page listed on the

site. Found on the “Published state information” link

is a list of publications and research materials for

Texas postal history followers. The site is:

http://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/statepostalhistory/Texas.html

Listed are links to 41 state postal history websites

and the list is growing steadily.

Check it out!

Texas Postal History Society

listed on Smithsonian’s

State Postal History Registry
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The illustrated cover above is addressed to the Austin County

Farmers Alliance in Bellville, Texas. The address is conveniently

positioned on the clear patched seat of a pair of worn checkered

pants.

The  Farmers Alliance was first formed during the late 1870s in

Lampasas, Texas by farmers who desired to get better prices for

cotton. After the Civil War the crop-lien system, a method of fi-

nancing cotton with crop mortgages, drove countless Southern

farmers into poverty and bankruptcy. The Farmers Alliance grew

to 50,000 in the state. Texas was the only state that allowed

women to hold high offices in the organization. By the late 1880s

its business exchange had failed and the organization ceased.

Most of the members turned to politics in the Populist Party.

Who wears the pants
in your family?

Past Texas Postal History Society Journals
are available in CD digital format for only

$25 for members.

Great for cover and writing research!

Contact Sec-Treas Lyle Boardman at 3916
Wyldwood, Austin TX 78339--3005

E-mail: lcb1941@att.net
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By David L. Straight

I acquired this example of Form

1567 “Requisition for Rubber and

Steel Stamps Only” while collecting

materials for a book with Tony

Wawrukiewicz on the history of

United States Post Office forms. Aside

from its role in documenting Post Of-

fice supply requisition procedures, this

form also serves to date the introduc-

tion of two postmarking devices at

Carmine, Texas.

Carmine is located in northern

Fayette Country, on the old H&TC

Railroad between Brenham and Gid-

dings; the Post Office was established

in 1892. In 1950 Carmine reached a

maximum population of 650. From the

form, dated Sept. 27, 1932 we learn

that Postmaster John A. Weyand

earned a salary of $1400 that year,

making this a 3rd class post office.

Weyand employed one clerk and one

rural carrier, but there was no city de-

livery service. 

As he followed the instructions on

the form, we have a record of the three

stamping devices in use in the

Carmine Post Office in 1932: the post-

marking stamp, a steel barred oval du-

plex; the Money Order stamp, a rubber

double circle with “M.O.B.”; and the

Registry stamp, also a double circle

rubber stamp, with “REGISTERED”

at the bottom.

Weyand requested “Item No. 700” a

steel stamp described in the List of

Postal Supplies as a “Postmarking and

Canceling Stamp, consisting of box,

disk with canceler, removable type and

handle.” He specified that he wanted

to the device to read “Carmine, Texas”

on the dial. The instructions on the

back of the form state that requisitions

for postmarking and canceling stamps

“may be forwarded whenever, in the

judgment of postmasters, the exigency

of the service dictates.” In response

Weyand justified his request, “ The

one we have has been in use since

1915, the ‘E’ in CARMINE is worn

off, and does not make an impression

at all.” 

In 1898 the Post Office Department

had established the barred oval duplex

as the standard postmarking device for

3rd class post offices. (Helbock, Post-
marks on Postcards, p.54) After their

initial distribution, the use of these du-

plex devices gradually expanded to in-

clude the more active 4th class post

offices. Although Carmine did not

reach 3rd class status until 1921, it

was apparently busy enough in 1915

Dating a

Postmarking

Device:
The Missing “E”

in Carmine

See CARMINE on Page 6
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to warrant the receipt of the more expensive cancelling de-

vice. 

On October 1st, the Division of Equipment and Sup-

plies approved his request and returned the form to

Weyand with the handstamped instructions, “Stamps

marked ordered, to be manufactured by contractor if not

received within 45 days, promptly notify this office.” The

new postmarking device was probably received by mid

November.

I do not collect Texas town markings, but perhaps a

reader who does can find covers that show the deteriora-

tion and then reappearance in 1932 of the letter “E” on the

devices used in Carmine. However, assistance with the

Post Office Forms project would be greatly appreciated, if

you collect forms please contact me at P.O. Box 32858, St.

Louis, MO 63132, or dls@wustl.edu.

CARMINE
From Page 5

Editor’s note - John A. Weyand became Carmine’s postmaster on

Nov. 18, 1914 so he was clearly in position to know exactly how

long the worn out cancelling device served. Henry Weyand pre-

ceded him as postmaster from 1892-94 and from 1898-1914

(from Jim Wheat Postmasters of Texas).
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By Bob Benner

One interesting part of collecting special delivery postal his-

tory is the number of markings that allow you to trace the route

and times required to move mail between post offices. This Pharr,

Texas cover was sent by the (Robert) Elmore and (John) Stahl

Company to the Travelers In-

surance Company in Chicago

by airmail special delivery.

Elmore and Stahl are

growers and shippers of pro-

duce that are still in business

today in Mission, Texas. The

Pharr post office was estab-

lished in 1911, two years

after the town was laid out. By 1936 it had an esti-

mated population of 4,000. The Handbook of Texas Online web-

site provides a good history on the

establishment of Pharr in Hidalgo County.

Shown at upper right are the front and

back markings that follow this cover’s

journey.

Figure 1. (Front) Leave Pharr Tex

Oct.30 2 pm 1936 by postal truck for

the 60 mile trip.

Figure 2. Arrived Brownsville Tex air-

mail field Oct 30 5:30 pm CST, average speed

17 mph.

Based on airline route schedules provided by UTD’s McDer-

mott Library Special Collections History of Aviation Collection, I

was able to obtain schedules for American Airlines (AA), TWA,

and Pan American flights for

1936 from Brownsville to New

York. Based on the

Brownsville marking, the time

was within 15 minutes of an

AA flight to New York. Ameri-

can didn’t fly to Chicago.

Figure 3. The AA flight ar-

rived at the Newark NJ airport

and the mail was taken to the

New York General Post Office

arriving on Oct 31 at 1 pm

(EST), a distance of 1,950

miles in 18.5 hours. Average

speed for this segment was 105

mph. The Douglas DC-2 and

DC-3 were the planes in serv-

ice at that time and they had

cruising speeds of about 150 mph. But this AA service stopped at

Corpus Christi, San Antonio, Dallas, Memphis, Nashville, Wash-

ington, and Philadelphia on its way to New York.

Figure 4. In New York the mail was transferred to a

2pm(EST) train for Chicago. This marking isn’t as clear as the

others; however, it appears to read New York, NY with RPO at

the bottom. The next marking confirms that it

arrived by train.

Figure 5. Arrival at Chicago, ILL

Central Sta. on Nov 1 at 1 am (CST).

Travel time was 12 hours at 82 mph.

Figure 6. Transferred to the Special

Delivery Division where it was received

at 1 am. The marking on front “Fee

Claimed by Office of First Address” was ap-

plied at this station. 

Figure 7. Letter delivered to the Chicago

Hyde Park station, received at 7 am for SD

carrier. The special delivery carrier #340

arrived at the building on Nov. 1, 1936

which was a Sunday and the building

was closed. His notation “Try 1180 E

63rd St.” was possibly a forwarding ad-

dress but it did not get special delivery

service after the first attempt.

In summary, the cover went more than 3000

miles in 41 hours and received indirect airmail

service and no special delivery service. 

Pharr Out!
Airmail special delivery cover from small

Rio Grande Valley takes the long route 

The face and reverse of the airmail special delivery cover from
Pharr, Texas to Chicago by way of New York.

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3

Figure 4

Figure 5

Figure 6

Figure 7
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This 1838 cover and five-page letter dated Galveston, Texas sold on

eBay on Dec. 9, 2007 for $1,401 among 12 bids. There were three bids

in the final 25 seconds and the winning bid was received with five sec-

onds remaining in the bidding. The unfortunate aspect for the Texas

postal history specialist is that the item carried no Galveston postal

markings. However, the letter is so rich in Republic of Texas history that

we are running the seller’s description here in full.

eBay Item 250193378304, Dec. 7, 2007. Excl. 5pp. 1838 Galveston

Texas Republic Pioneer Letter. Very Detailed Content - One of Ear-

lierst Known Covers. Very interesting (5) pp. letter from N. Y. Yard, pi-

oneer and tailor, dated Galveston, Texas Republic, May (22) 1838, to his

father and mother, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Yard Sr., at "One door east of the

Reverend Mr. Small's,

Trenton, New Jersey."

carried by Hy Gilroy

to Philadelphia, Penn-

sylvania, with partial

blue stampless cover

postmark, manuscript

red 20c postal rate.

The very descriptive

content reads, in part,

as follows, "You will

please pardon me for

not writing sooner, but

I have met with so

many disappointments

since my arrival that

would have occa-

sioned you more pain

that pleasure to have

known them. But now that I have got through the rough & things [are]

getting a little smoother, I shall give you a small history of my adven-

tures. I did not leave Philada. till the 20th of Decr. & [sail from] the

breakwater on Christmas morning. We had very favorable winds and

would have made a much better passage, if we had had a bolder captain,

but we will say it was all for the best, [for] we arrived here on the 19th of

Jany making a passage of 30 days. There has been several vessels arrived

from New York since & only 15 days out we crossed the Bahama Banks

& passed a place called the Hole in Wall [Abaco, Bahamas], also Florida

& the [Dry] Tortugas (a very dangerous place, owing to shoals & rocks).

They are a cluster of small islands and derive their name from the im-

mense numbers of green turtles always to be found there. I counted one

morning, while sailing about 12 miles from land, no less that 12 great

fellows, some much larger than a washing tub & would weigh from one

hundred & fifty to 5 hundred weight. We next passed the island of Cuba

and saw no other land till we saw the land of promise. We had only two

gales the whole voyage & I was sick only Christmas night & next day.

We brought out 5 passengers: 1 went to Houston & turned gambler, one

other went there & after living on everybody as long as he could and

borrowing all the money he could, came down here and has gone to New

Orleans. Another went to Velasco [later Quintana, Texas], where he gets

3 dollars a day & found carpenter work instead of 10 as I was informed

before I left. The other two, after trying all they could to get up to Hous-

ton, were compelled to put up their castle on Galveston Island, where

they have been hard at work ever since the 12th of March 1838. Galve-

ston Island is situated at the mouth of the bay of the same name. It is

about 24 miles in length and 3 [miles] broad in the widest part. It is quite

low and sandy and has the appearance of having been reclaimed from the

sea at one time. It is washed on its southern side by the the great Gulf of

Mexico, and on its north, east & west by the Galveston Bay, so we are

completely surrounded by salt water and consequently cannot be other-

wise than healthy. The wind blows very violently and tempers the heat of

the sun, which is very hot already. It has been bathing warm a month

ago, and blackberries have been ripe 2 or 3 weeks. The spot that has

been selected for the city is 3 miles from the eastern entrance and on the

bay side. There was a very severe gale [hurricane] experienced here in

October, which carried every house away, except 3 & drove every vessel

in the harbor on shore, some a 1.6 mile up and others not so far. There is

now 5 lying up high & dry and 1 has been destroyed since I came here.

The town has been nearly all built since I arrived. Houses grow like

mushrooms. They have no cellars & are built of frame. The great objec-

tion to this place is the scarcity of good water & wood. There is but 3

tree on the whole island and all the water we have is sent from above.

The island is so flat that it catches it and it is settled in holes and soon

goes bad, but it has agreed with me very well so far & I enjoy most ex-

cellent health. I never

felt better than at

present. I have as

much work as I can

do & have the honor

of being the first tai-

lor that ever carried

on business here.

There is not much

money in circulation

here, except what has

been issued by this

[Texas Republic]

Government & is at

present 50 percent

below par in New Or-

leans. Congress is in

session now & it is

expected they will

pass a law & appoint a committee to negotiate with Nick Biddle [Presi-

dent, Bank of Philadelphia] for a loan of 5 million dollars & if that is ef-

fected, this money will be at par in Philada. & New York & demand a

premium in [New] Orleans. Mother, The first sabbath that was ever dedi-

cated to God, in praising His Great name & returning thanks to Him for

his many mercies, on this Island has happened since my coming here to

live. Nearly all of the respectable inhabitants were present & arrange-

ments were made to build a church, which I think must succeed. The

minister states where they intend getting all the assistance they can for it.

The plan proposed and adopted was that any person contributing money

Early Galveston

cover features

great history

but no markings

See GALVESTON on Page 9
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to it, could either give it voluntarily & expressly for the use of the

Church, or have it returned in two years after its erection. The Church to

be open for any minister to preach in until such time as a congregation

can be formed. They [are] to buy it or else sell it in two years' time to the

highest bidder at public auction. There was near 5 hundred dollars sub-

scribed the first day & I don't know how much since. They that have un-

dertaken this business are men that will carry it through & before 6

months' time, I will venture to predict, the first church ever built in Texas

will be erected on Galveston Island. My friend and me was 2 of the prin-

cipal signers and we done it right nice too, at least we thought so & that

was all the same. I have thought more about you all since I left you than

I ever thought before & I have not heard one word from any of my

friends since I came here. There was a Philada. [news] paper received

the other day by a friend of mine here and it was the greatest treat to me

that I have had for some time. It was like seeing an old friend and having

a long and sociable chat with him. I believe I read every part of it, adver-

tisements & all. I hope you will get Father to write soon & give me a

good long letter. Ask Herbert how he would like to live in a place where

he would have to pay 25 cents for a five cent loaf of bread & 50 cents for

a quart of milk. We were blessed yesterday with the first rain of any con-

sequence, since the 9th of March last and we shall have some good water

for a while. Tell Father there is a young man by the name of Jackson that

went out the other day & caught a garfish that weighed thirty five

pounds & I gave them a trial one night last week and caught a skate that

weighed 50 pounds. It measured thirty eight inches long and ... 1/2 in

width and had a sting[er] nearly 6 inches long. They are flat like a floun-

der and very good eating. There are a great many Philadelphians living

[here], perhaps 1/4th of the inhabitants & although we never saw each

other before, it seems as though we were cemented by a kind of relation-

ship. There has been a volunteer [militia] company formed since I came

ashore, and the captain & three of the other officers are Philadelphians.

The principal carpenter here is from that Dear City. He has fought for

this country & come off victorious . . . This Island has just been made a

county and we will shortly have to elect some officers and build a court

house and all such etceteras. The seat of Government will be removed

shortly to a place called La Grange on the Colorado River, and that will

be a death blow to Houston. It will certainly decrease as rapidly as it has

sprung up, for the will not be anything to support it. I suppose there is

not a sicklier place in Texas and the water is almost poison. The war with

Mexico is quite at rest. The French Fleet have blockaded all their ports

and unless they pay the French Government five hundred thousand dol-

lars soon, they will be inviting bombshells on top [of] their towns.

Mother, I often catch myself singing this pretty little song, and you can

judge what state of mind my feelings are in at such times: 'Why ah! My

heart, this sadness. Why mid scenes like these repine-- Where all, though

strange, is joy and gladness. Say? What wish can yet be thinking--All

that's Dear to me is wanting, Long and cheerless here I roam, The

stranger's Joys how e'er enchanting. To me can be never like home. Give

me these I ask no other. Those that bless the humble dome, Where dwell

my Father and my Mother--Give oh! Give me back my home.' There is

only about three thousand miles of space between us & I often travel that

distance while sleeping, as well [as] while waking & you may [be] rest

assured that my attachment was never greater to home than this present

moment ... [signed] N. B. Yard. Galveston May 22nd '38. Should you di-

rect your letter through the mail, direct it to me at this place, but to the

care of the Texian agent at New Orleans, Sam Ricker is his name. The

war with Mexico is entirely at rest.  But it is expected that the Mexicans

will invade in the fall & by the soldiers it is earnestly hoped for, so that

the contest may be decided & they get their discharge. They have all got

land enough to make them independent, if they only take care of it and

not drink it up as many have done. Emigrants are pouring in from the

western states in great numbers. There is a steamboat plying between

here & [New] Orleans, which generally brings down 2 or 3 hundred pas-

sengers twice a month. The fare is 30 dollars. This is the principal port in

Texas & has been declared in a state of blockade. We expect the Mexican

fleet off here every day, They have been fitting out at Vera Cruz this last

3 months for it & if they do come, there will be work enough for some

folks. There was a vessel come in about a month ago and declared they

had been fired on by the enemy off the west end of Galveston, which

caused all of us citizens [to] form a kind of company for the defense of

[the island], but [there] has not been any necessity for it yet ... it [will be]

a while longer till we get the loan ... [and] have some vessels fitted out &

compel them to sue for peace. There is no pennies, dimes or half dollars

here & it is a disgrace to mention a picayune. There is nothing less than a

bit [12-1/2c] on your levies. All kinds of provisions is very high, flour 25

dollars per barrel, pork, beef, rice, sugar, lard & biscuit 25 cts. per lb.,

ham 3 bits, coffee 2-1/2 bits & although there is millions of oysters 6

miles up the bay, 2 dollars & 1/2 is the price for 100 of them. If I want to

go on board a vessel fifty yards from shore, 1 dollar is the price ... lodg-

ing is 15 dolls. per week, but you much know I am quite independent of

all their extortion. We have a house of our own and by buying by the

quantity, catching a fish now & then with crabs & clams, we live cheaper

& better than the common run of folks. I was fishing a while one night

[and] I caught three, which were as many as I wanted to cart down. They

weighed over 80 pounds & I got 3 dolls. & 1/2 for 2 of them... " The Re-

public of Texas Customs House in Galveston in and the Texian  post of-

fice in the same year in the former ramshackle Mexican Customs House.

It didn't last very long, however, for it was damaged by the terrific hurri-

cane, said to be the worst to ever hit the island, mentioned in the letter

we are offering here, The storm lasted for several days, and sent moun-

tainous waves over the hapless island. Finally, when the ordeal was over,

not a single structure appeared to be upright, save the Customs House

and Post Office building, which was severely damaged. In 1837 Galve-

ston was described (in, Day, James M. Jacob de Cordova, Land Mer-

chant of Texas. Waco: Texian Press, 1962) as "a small settlement, about

one hundred houses, hurriedly erected, few were painted. Some families

had constructed houses of wiregrass, which had been obtained from the

sea-shore, and there were very few windows in the huts. Most inhabi-

tants slept in hammocks, to be out of reach of snakes. Women cooked

with primitive utensils as their ovens were made of oyster shells mixed

into bricks that were baked in a pit till hard. Halfblood Indians roamed

the island, but they were docile and preferred the easy live of their camp

at Eagles Cove, six miles from the village, the uncertain independence of

life beyond the white man's reach ..."

Galveston was was incorporated as a city in the Republic of Texas in

1839. A very early Galveston, Texas Republic letter, and certainly one of

the earliest. The piece we are selling is listed as earliest known Galve-

ston, Texas Republic cover in  Konwiser, Harry M. Texas Republic
Postal System. New York: Harry L. Lindquist,1933., p. 45. But Phillips,

David C., ex. American Stampless Cover Catalog, Vol I. North Miami,

Florida: David G. Phillips Publishing Co., Inc., 1997 lists a letter from

and Mar 20 1838, but no specifics.

GALVESTON from page 8

If you plan to attend TEXPEX consider staying
at the show hotel at LBJ Fwy. & Midway Rd.

Doubletree Hotel Dallas Near the Galleria

It helps the show and puts you close to the ac-
tion at the bourse, seminars, Spring Fling and

hot swap sessions in the Hospitality Suite.
See TEXPEX ad on the inside front cover for

reservation details. 



By Tom Koch

This 1939 registered letter from

Geraldton, Western Australia to Plano,

Texas on first glimpse appears rather

simple and innocent. The most appar-

ent appealing aspect is the unlikely

origination/destination combination.

Western Australia was one of six

British colonies in Australia. The six

united on Jan. 1, 1901 to form the

Commonwealth of Australia. Western

Australia occupied nearly a third of

the Australian continent. Geraldton is

a port city located about 263 miles

north of the Western Australia Capital

of Perth. In the late 1930s Plano was a

tiny farming community of 2,000 peo-

ple located on the interurban rail line

of the Texas Electric Railroad from

Dallas to Sherman.

The registered 5d entire cost the

sender 1d (pence) plus 2d postage and

3d registration fee for destinations in-

side the British Empire. An emerald 1d

stamp of Queen Elizabeth and a scarlet

2d stamp of King George VI from the

1938 general issue of Great Britain

were added for a total of 9 pence – 8d

for postage/registry and 1d for the en-

velope.

The Geraldton post office canceled

the postage on May 26, 1939 and the

port of Perth applied a registered cir-

cular handstamp on May 27.

The reverse reveals a plethora of

handstamp activity. Geraldton had also

applied its initial May 26 cds to the re-

verse and Melbourne, Australia hit it

with its registered cds on May 30.

It wasn’t until July 1, 1939 that the

letter arrived in the United States, en-

tering at Seattle, Washington where

the post office applied its registered

cds.

Since Plano clearly did not qualify

as a part of the British Empire, a two-

line handstamp in purple, probably ap-

plied in Seattle, noted, “Letter

Package/Collect Ten Cents” on the

face. The purple ink on the two-line

handstamp matches that of the Seattle

cds. Dallas received the letter as

shown by its GPO registered hand-

stamp on July 7. Finally, the Plano

post office received the letter on July 8

and applied its registered cds.

In addition, Plano attached a 5c,

two 2c and one 1c postage due stamps

and canceled them with four rectangu-

lar boxed “Plano,/Tex.” handstamps. 

The hint here is that as you thumb

through those large dealer boxes and

view the face of covers, sometimes it

pays to sneak a peak at the reverse.

Who knows what treats have been ap-

plied to the backside . . . 
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Always sneak a peek at the reverse

The face of this registered letter from the remote Western Australia town of Geraldton shows a local
postmark of May 26, 1939 as it headed for Plano, Texas. 

The reverse shows a delightful story of the cover’s journey as it went through post offices
in Perth, Melbourne, Seattle, Dallas and finally Plano.
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(Reprinted with permission from the
Spring/Summer 2007 edition of The Prexie

Era, newsletter of the United States Stamp So-
ciety 1938 Presidential Era Study Group).

By Jeff Shapiro

German U Boats sank 32 Brazilian mer-

chant ships between 1940 and mid-1942, lead-

ing Brazil to declare war against Germany and

Italy in August 1942. The only Latin American

country to send troops to Europe (25,000 sol-

diers), Brazil also sent its First Flyer Group to

fight Axis forces in Italy.

Early in the war when the northeastern

coast of Brazil become vulnerable to invasion

by the Axis, the U.S. agreed to train Brazilian

pilots to help defend the country. The censored cover illustrated

here, dated January 4, 1945, was posted by a Brazilian pilot in

training with the 2666th Unit of the US Army Air Force’s Train-

ing Detachment at Garner Field in Uvalde, Texas.

Named in honor of John Nance Garner, a former resident of

Uvalde County and a two-term Vice President in the Franklin

Roosevelt administration, the facility employed 120 instructors

and a supporting staff exceeding 200. Pilots representing Allied

countries from all over the world,

including Mexico, Argentina,

China and the Netherlands,

trained there.

The writer used two 20-cent

Prexies to pay the 40-cent per

half-ounce airmail rate to his

family in São Paulo, Brazil. This

rate was in effect from December

1937 through March 1945, at

which time the rate dropped to

20 cents. The letter received civil censorship at the San Antonio

field station. The cover’s reverse side bears a January 17, 1945

São Paulo receiving mark.

Such mail is scarce, this being the only cover to have surfaced

after several years of searching.

Editor’s Note - See Seen At Auction, Page 16, TPHS Journal,
Vol. 32, No. 4, November 2007. The Journal reported that this
cover was sold on ebay involving five bids for $27.66. Our appre-
ciation to Jeff Shapiro and Louis Fiset, Acting Editor of  The
Prexie Era, for their gracious permission to reprint this article
that was spotted by Charles Deaton.

A Brazilian flyer in Uvalde, Texas
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Since the Society inaugurated its first modern social

event at the Greater Houston Stamp Show in 2005 and

followed it at TEXPEX in 2006, members have enjoyed

five events filled with fun, fajitas, salsa, Tamales ala

Stever, priceless postal history talk.

If you are in Dallas for TEXPEX 2008 join us for the 3rd

Annual Spring Fling in the Doubletree Hotel Hospitality

Room (320) at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, April 11, 2008. 

By Bob Benner

Gonzales, Texas Postmaster Fred Boothe created a series of

portrait cachets for the March 2, 1936 First Day ceremony of

the Texas Centennial stamp. Boothe’s photo portraits featured

U.S. Supreme Court Justices and postal officials. In 1997, ad-

ditional cachets came to light that featured Texas Lt.Governor

Woodul and United States Vice President John Nance Garner.

It is assumable that a cachet may also exist for then Texas

Governor James Allred. Boothe’s cachets are highly col-

lectible because they were produced in limited quantities. (See

Seen At Auction results in TPHS Journal Vol. 31, No. 4 No-

vember 2006, page 6).

Illustrated in this article are three unlisted portrait cachets

in my collection from a cover lot purchased a few years ago.

These are not included in the 18 cachets shown in Mellone’s
Planty Photo Encyclopedia of Cacheted First Day Covers Vol.
IX (1998-F.D.C. Publishing Co.).

The Franklin D. Roosevelt cachet is different than the one

illustrated in Mellone’s catalog.

The other two show South Carolina Governor Olin D.

Johnston and Maryland Governor Harry W. Nice. All are

signed by Postmaster Fred Boothe. 

Could there be more unlisted from Boothe’s Governor series?

PM Fred Boothe

unlisted Cachets

from the 1936

Texas Centennial

Semi-Annual Flings are Free
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Seeking

TransAtlantic

Mail covers 

Texas - Europe

TOM KOCH
1013 Springbrook Dr.

DeSoto TX 75115

email:
TKOCH@TX.RR.COM

2008 Spring Fling promises

more socializing, fellowship
The 2008 Texas Postal History Society Spring

Fling - set for 6:30 p.m., Friday, April 11 at TEXPEX

- promises to live up to the reputation of the previous

five Flings. The committee of the World Series show

provides the use its Hospitality Room at no cost to

the society for this members-only event. The room is

number 320 located on the third floor of the Double-

tree Hotel Dallas Near the Galleria. 

The fajitas and the beverages will flow and cover

talk and swapping are allowed and encouraged.

Also at this year’s Spring Fling be on the lookout

for a special award to be presented during the festivi-

ties.

Fall Flings have been held annually at the Greater

Houston Stamp Show at Humble, TX since 2005.

The first Spring Fling was held at TEXPEX in 2006.

Food and beverages are provided free but mem-

bers have been generous with their donations to keep

this tradition an ongoing one.
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 - Detailed Index
 - List of Authors
 - Separate file for each issue
 - Additional Features (maps)

Send your check to:
Lyle Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd, Austin, TX  78739-3006

CD Available

$25 (TPHS Members)
$43 (Non-Members - includes one year dues)
Prices are post-paid - all proceeds to TPHS

Another TPHS Tradition

It has become customary in recent years
for TPHS members to gather for a special
buffet lunch during the Mid-Cities Stamp
Expo held each November at the
Grapevine, Texas Convention Center. At left
is the 2007 group at Willhoite’s Restaurant
on Main St. - (Left to right) Dale Lilljedahl,
Doug Moss, Norman Cohen, George
Woodburn, Robert Benner, Jim Doolin, Tom
Koch, Ray Whyborn (guest) and Gene
Gaddy. Willhoite’s, located in a former 1919
era gas station and auto garage, caters to
an eclectic clientele. Right next door is the
old concrete  “Calaboose” where drunks
were locked up in order to dry out.

Four issues of the Texas
Postal History Society Journal
from 2006 were entered in the

Chicagopex Literature Exhibi-

tion held Nov. 16-18, 2007 at

Arlington Heights IL.

Although the Journal was

judged a little higher than the

silver it won in last August’s

StampShow exhibition, it was

two points shy of reaching a

vermeil award. The judges com-

plimented a good balance of ar-

ticles, member news, ebay

auction feature, excellent use of

color, pullout membership ros-

ter and the Texas History Time-

line. They did not like the

serialized stories on a singular

topic.

The Chicago judges were

more generous than the Stamp-

Show judges in awarding the

Journal points for research. The

Chicago jury also gave more

weight to the Journal’s provi-

sion of member services or

value to the target audience.

We hope all members con-

sider contributing a range of re-

search and feature stories that

will enable us to improve to the

vermeil level.

Journal awarded silver

at Chicagopex 2007

Literature Exhibition
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Seen at Auction

Nutmeg livens up typically

slow holiday auction season
Vince King

The period surrounding the Holiday Season is a traditionally

slow auction period. Nutmeg Stamp Sales however did present

the Texas collector with a nice run of Texas foreign destination

covers . . . most going to Germany during the Banknote Era.

Since Nutmeg’s auction is really more of a ‘net-price’ sale, it is

hard to know how many of these covers actually sold (they do not

print a Prices Realized for the sale).  As a result, if you are a col-

lector of Texas postal history from this era and missed the sale,

you should call Nutmeg to see if any of these items are still avail-

able.  You might be able to pick-up a bargain.

Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions will be holding a CSA

Postal History sale on Feb. 16. This sale contains several nice

Texas CSA items which will be reported on in the next Journal
issue.  Several of the covers for sale come from the collection of

the late Dallas collector, John Hill.

Nutmeg Stamp Sales – Sale 161, Dec. 11, 2007.

Lot 1723 – Flatonia, TX/POST OFFICE to Germany,

Apr/19/1884 double circle pmk w/ target cnl on #U222 Entire,

addr Oldenburg Germany, VF. Est. $100.

Lot 1724 – Flatonia, TX to Germany,  Mar/15/87 double circle

pmk w/ grid cnls tie #206,210 on #U281 Entire, addr Oldenburg

Germany, VF. Est. $90.

Lot 1725 – Flatonia, TX to Germany,  1888 octagonal pmk w/

grid cnls tie #209 on Reg #U222 Entire, addr Oldenburg Ger-

many, VF. Est. $120.

Lot 1723

Lot 1724

Lot 1725

Lot 1726
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Lot 1726 – Moulton, Lavaca Co., TX to Germany,  Apr/21/88

Purple CDS w/ matching Maltese Cross cnl on #U222 Entire,

edge toning, addr Germany, w/ enclosure, VF. Est. $200.

Lot 1727 – Shiner, TX to Germany,  Nov/25/89 CDS w/ target

cnls tie #209,216 to Reg env, soiling, addr Oldenburg Germany,

VF. Est. $150.

Lot 1728 – Shiner, TX to Germany,  Apr/25/90 Octagonal pmk

w/ Star in Circle cnl on #216 on env, stains at UL, addr Olden-

burg Germany, VF. Est. $150.

Lot 1729 – Sweet Home, TX to Germany,  2/23/85 ms pmk w/

ms cnl ties #209(2) to Reg env, soiled spot, addr Oldenburg Ger-

many. Est. $100.

Lot 1990 - Kerrville Orchards &: Nurseries, Kerrville, TX

Dec/13/10 duplex cnl ties #331 to ppc, advert for Kerrville Or-

chards & Nurseries on reverse, VF. Est. $75.

Lot 2262 - Druggists, Ennis, TX May/3/05 duplex cnl ties #319

to env, advert for Glover &: Guthrie Druggists, addr Toledo OH,

w/ allover advert on reverse, w/ Red * White illust of a Soldier

Standing Over the Devil, VF. Est. $100.

Lot 2349 - Ben C. Jones &: Co., Austin, TX Mar/2/00 flag cnl

ties #279B to env, advert for Ben C. Jones &: Co., Printers, Elec-

trotypers, Binders, addr Hon. Chancy M. Depew, Senate Cham-

ber Washington DC, w/ allover illust of Building &: Waterfall,

advert on backflap, VF. Est. $75.

Lot 1727

Lot 1728

Lot 1729

Lot 1990

Lot 2262

Lot 2349
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Lot 2805 - 219,220,223,U311, Cochran, TX CDS w/ ms cnls on

stamps on Entire, reduced at top, addr Floral Park NY, VF. Est.

$100.

Lot 2870 -  to Germany, Marlin, TX Jul/25 1907 duplex cnls tie

#306,328,329 on Reg #U385 Entire, addr Emmendingen Ger-

many, VF. Est. $100.

Lot 2970 - O49 tied to env by grid cnl, crs, soiling, imprint for

Post-Office Department/Return Letter Office, Blue mostly indis-

tinct pmk w/ "SENT" at bot, addr Centreville TX. Est. $75.

Lot 3176 - N(orth). L(ouisiana). &: T(exas). R.R., Towle

441.A.1 Mar/4 CDS w/ grid cnl on #U164 Entire, addr New York

City NY, Rarity V, VF. Est. $75.

Lot 3689 - Port Lavaca, TX May/10 CDS w/ Double Star cnl on

#65 on Buff env, sm tear at top, addr Big Lick Depot VA, VF. Est.

$75.

General Sale Public Auction, Antonio Torres

International, Nov. 3, 2007, London, England.

Lot 1072 – c. 1874. Galveston/Texas – NICARAGUA / Grey-

town. Enve frked 5c + 10c. Red NT / Dec 31 / 8cts red due. Ad-

dressed to Master King. Fine. Est. £60. Realized £85 ($123.00).

General Foreign Stamps & Covers, Sale 949, Siegel

Auction Galleries, Inc., Dec. 14, 2007, New York.

Lot 2805

Lot 2870

Lot 2970

Lot 3689

Torres Lot 1072

Siegel Lot 1291
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Lot 1291 - Rhodesia, 1890-94, - 1/p Blue and Vermillion, 2p

Gray Green and Vermillion (1,3, SG18, 20). Single of former,

horizontal strip of three of latter, tied by “Bulawayo Matabele-

land Ap 5 95” circular datestamps on 1895 cover to El Paso,

Texas, some cover edge creases and wrinkles from contents (not

with cover), still Fine and scarce. Est. $300-$400. Realized $300.

Ebay Realizations

1881 Fort Davis, Texas Cover to Wellsburgh, West Va. Dec. 8,

2007. Item 250194068547. Fort Davis, Texas Cover sent March

27th 1881 to Wellsburgh, West Va.  Nice Clear Blue Cancel with

Blue Star.  Opened at right. 6 bids. Realized $19.31.

Historic 1848 Warren, Texas stampless War, Statehood. Dec.

9, 2007. Item 320187632387. Famous pioneer writer, Railroad,

Schools to Illinois. 8 bids. Realized $227.50.

US 1861 Squaw Creek Texas cover in use only 1 year. Nov. 11,

2007. Item 290177342639. US1861, quite scarce cover from

Squaw Creek, Texas to Goshen Indiana, manuscript cancel on 3¢

envelope, Post Office in use for only 1 year, a very scarce cover,

dealer retail marked $500.00. 1 bid. Realized $195.

1882 Sutherland Springs Texas Fancy Cancel to NY.  Nov. 13,

2007. Item 270184621542. Cover shortened at left  from small

Wilson Co. town. 13 bids. Realized $13.50.

.

1897 Houston Texas "Remington" Gun cover.  Nov. 17, 2007.

Item 270185955378. Very nice "Remington"  gun cover with

sealed tear at front right, and the back is fault free. 6 bids. Real-
ized $138.57.

.

1945 War Dept WWII Casualties Report Oklahoma Texas.

Nov. 15, 2007. Item 110191080433. Hold For Release Aug 17,

1945. Contents lists war wounded and dead for Arkansas, Missis-

sippi, Oklahoma and Texas. Dead included: Thomas Priest, Little

Rock (Pacific), Charles Cole, Hamilton Texas (Pacific) Julian

Hall, San Antonio (Pacific). Lawrence Culver, Wadsworth Texas

(Europe). Missing in the Pacific, all from Texas, included: Der-

wood Amonett, Petersburg, Clarence Bell, Valentine, Milford

Berry, Lubbock. Several wounded are listed. Cover is posted

Washington DC Aug 8, 1945 to Paul Bolton, Radio Station

KTBC, Austin Texas. Condition is very fine. 4 bids. Realized
$11.50.

1909 Texas City, Texas RPPPC Showing the Post Office.  Feb.

6, 2008. Item 110220037204.11 bids. Realized $92.99.

Scott 412 Perf 8 1/2 Coil - El Paso, Texas 1914. Feb. 2, 2008.

Item 310018071081. Duplex hand cancel, El Paso, Texas, 20

April 1914. Stamp is a 1c Washington-Franklin coil, Perf 8 1/2

Vertically, Scott #412 with a 2008 value on cover of $30. Posted

Fort Davis

Squaw Creek

Sutherland Springs

Remington Gun Cover
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to Mr. W.A. Bane, Elks Club, Seattle Washington. Message is:

“You ought to come down here and fight Mexicans” (This was

during the Pancho Villa era). 2 bids. Realized $15.50.

1928 Cover - Streeter, Texas w/ #294 Bisect on U495.  Jan. 30,

2008. Item 220195225625. Unusual combination. 11 bids. Real-
ized $43.21.

1898 Illustrated Advertising Hella Temple Dallas Texas.  Feb.

2, 2008. Item 19019413639. Very nice and ornate illustrated ad-

vertising cover for the Hella Temple in Dallas Texas. Postmarked

with a Dallas Texas Barry machine cancel. Unusual fraternal ad-

vertising cover. 5 bids. Realized $23.50.

776, Gladys Adler 3c Texas Centennial Issue.Jan. 29, 2008.

Item 19019353800. Light soiling tied by Dallas TX cancel com-

memorating Pan American Exposition June 12-Oct 1937 Multi-

color Handdrawn Handpainted illust of a Globe over Texas addr

Ashland PA advert h/s on reverse VF. 6 bids. Realized $13.46.

1870s US 3c PS + Galveston Texas Huge Fancy 3 Ring > MO.

Jan. 29, 2008. Item 200194333983. Great cover circa 1870s, 3c

postal stationery, postmarked Galveston Tex with monster triple

ring fancy cancel, advertising envelope, sent to Saint Louis MO

with blue receiver backstamp. 2 bids. Realized $16.49. (Editor’s
note: it is not a “triple ring” - the outer ring is the rim of the can-
celling device that picked up ink.

Hella Temple Cover from Dallas

Streeter, Texas with bisect

El Paso Perf 8 1/2 Coil

Galveston Fancy Three Ring

Texas City Post Office

Gladys Adler Texas Centennial Cover



Page 20 Texas Postal History Society Journal, Vol. 33, No. 1, February 2008

Texas History Timeline

Galveston Brewery specialized

in High Grade & Seawall beer
Kreg Walvoord

Feb. 1, 1882 – On this day a groundbreaking ceremony was

held for the construction of the present Texas Capitol building.

Construction was financed by the sale of three million acres of

public land in the Panhandle.  The land became the XIT ranch.

The red granite stone was quarried from Marble Mountain west

of Austin.  The building was finished and dedicated in 1888.

Read The Texas Capital:  A History of the Lone Star Statehouse
by the Texas Legislative Council, 2005.

Feb. 3, 1896 – On this day the Galveston Brewing Company

began operations.

The large facility

had the capacity

to brew 75,000

barrels of beer

annually and sur-

vived the hurri-

cane of 1900

with little dam-

age.  Their most

popular brands

were High Grade

and Seawall

Bond.  For further information consult Brewed in America:  A
History of Beer and Ale in the United States by Stanley Baron,

Little, Brown, 1962.

Feb. 6, 1879 – The first Czech newspaper in Texas, the Texan,

began publishing on this day in La Grange.  Published by E.J.

Glueckman, the paper lasted a decade before closing.  Read The
Czech Texans by The UT Institute of Texan Cultures, 1972.

Feb. 10, 1899 – Andrea Castanon Villanueva, who claimed to

be a survivor of the battle of the Alamo, died on this day in San

Antonio.  She claimed to be 113 years old, having been born in

Laredo in 1785.  She also claimed to have nursed the ailing Jim

Bowie.  Madam Candelaria is buried in San Fernando Cemetery.

See The Women and Children of the
Alamo by Crystal Ragsdale, State

House Press, 1994.

Feb. 18, 1910 – A Frenchman, Louis

Paulhan, made the first recorded air-

plane flight in Texas.  Paulhan was part

of a traveling demonstration show

which made a stop in Houston.  For

more information read Aviation in
Texas by Roger Bilstein, Texas

Monthly Press, 1985.

March 4, 1918 – The Texas Legis-

lature voted in favor of adopting the eighteenth amendment to the

United States constitution prohibiting the manufacture and sale

of alcoholic beverages.  Texas was the eighth state to do so.

Other states would follow.  See The Struggle for Sobriety by

Jeanne McCarty, Texas Western Press, 1980.

March 14, 1874 – Haymon Krupp was

born on this day in Kozno, Lithuania.  In

1890 he immigrated to El Paso.  He

opened a dry-goods and men’s cloth-

ing store and became a very success-

ful merchant.  He later helped build

Bnai Zion Temple in El Paso.  He

entered the oil business leased op-

tions to drill in the Permian Basin.

In 1923 his first well came in, the

famed Santa Rita No. 1.  Read Santa
Rita:  The University of Texas Oil Dis-
covery by Martin Schwettmann, Texas

State Historical Assn., 1969.

March 17, 1855 – The first law school in

Texas was established on this day at Austin College in

Huntsville.  Previously, all legal training in Texas had taken place

by apprenticeship.  After graduating four students from the one

year course, the law school closed, but not the college which con-

tinued to educate students in other subjects.  In 1876 the college

was moved to Sherman.  Read Search for the Summit:  Austin
College Through XII Decades by George Landolt, Austin College

Alumni Assn., 1970.

March 23, 1893 – On this day the Fort Worth Stock Yards of-

ficially incorporated and would become the largest livestock mar-

ket in the Southwest.  For more information please consult

America’s Historic Stockyards by J’Nell Pate, TCU Press, 2005.

March 28, 1862 – On this day Confederate Texans led by

Henry Hopkins Sibley fought and were defeated by Union troops

at the battle of Glorieta Pass, New

Mexico.  Read The Battle of Glorieta
Pass by Thomas Edrington, Univ. of

New Mexico Press, 1998.

April 10, 1979 – Several tornados

killed 53 people in Texas, including 42

in Wichita Falls.  1,700 people were

injured and many thousands more were

left homeless.  Further information can

be found in The Wichita Falls, Vernon,
and Lawton Tornadoes by Jay Harris,

C.F. Boone, 1979.Louis Paulhan H. H. Sibley

An illustration of the Galveston Brewing Co.

Krupp
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Also, well-stocked in U.S., Classics, Revenues and Locals
Please visit me at TEXPEX 2008 - Booth A-1

Park Cities Stamps
Byron Sandfield

6440 North Central Expressway #316

Dallas, Texas 75206

For Appointment:  214-361-4322
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