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Plan to attend the Annual TPHS
Fall Fling, Friday, Sept. 21, 2012
Hampton Inn, Humble, Texas
Free to all TPHS members!
Our annual Fall Fling will be held this year in conjunction with the Greater Houston Stamp
Show, on Friday Sept. 21, 2012. The Fling will be held at the Hampton Inn in Humble which
is just north of the show venue on Highway 59.
If you are going to attend the show, we have obtained a $79 rate with the hotel, which is
pretty much their advertised rate. If you mention "Stamp Show Rate" when you make your
reservation, it will help us obtain the meeting room for a reduced fee, so please do that. Here
is a link to the reservation site for the hotel:
http://hamptoninn3.hilton.com/en/hotels/texas/hampton-inn-houston-humble-airport-area-HOUHMHX/index.html

The Fall Fling is an opportunity for you to meet with fellow Texas Postal History collectors, chow down on
some good snacks and enjoy some adult beverages. If you are staying at the same hotel as the Fling, you don't
have to drive anywhere and can stay longer! Don’t forget the business meeting on Saturday, Sept. 22 at 1 p.m.
The Houston show is always a good one and is worth while attending, so make your plans now, and include the
Fall Fling on Friday night. It’s a Classic . . .
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From the President

An Oldie
but a Goodie . . .
Vince King
Several months ago while reading Jim Stever’s book, Republic Post and day-dreaming about his wonderful Republic of
Texas Consular Mail exhibit, I noted his reference to an article
written in 1916 by W. L. Newsom which was published in the
Southwestern Historical Quarterly titled “The Postal System of
the Republic of Texas.” I had never researched this paper and its
mention peaked may interest. Several days later I located a copy
online and delved right in. In actuality, Alex ter Braake also referenced this work … but let’s get really serious, who actually
reads bibliographies … especially Aggies!!!
I’m not sure if Mr. Newsom was a postal historian or even a
philatelist and his work certainly cannot compete with Alex ter
Braake or Jim Stever’s ‘modern day’ offerings. Jim’s book with
photos of covers, map illustrations and historical narratives
ranks head and shoulders above that of the 1916 publication.
However, for the meat and potatoes of the Republic of Texas
postal system, Mr. Newsom’s work is quite complete and easy to
read. It draws its information from the original Republic post
office records housed in Austin and is nicely organized. I felt
the article was worthy of reprint and through the efforts of Lyle
Boardman, we have been given that permission by the Texas
State Historical Association to share it with our membership.
The first half of the article is featured in this issue of the Journal
and the second half will be reprinted next addition. Some color
images have been added to enhance the presentation.

Texas Postal
History Society
Journal
Texas Postal History Society Website:

http://www.texasphilatelic.org/texpex.html

Founded in 1975, the TPHS is affiliated with the
Texas Philatelic
Association and
the American
Philatelic Society.

A big thanks goes out to our editor Tom Koch for retyping
and formatting this work for the Journal. I hope you enjoy!

It’s Fling Time Once Again
We will be holding our annual TPHS Fall Fling in Houston
on Friday night Sept. 21 during the Greater Houston Stamp
Show. Festivities will begin at 6:30 p.m. in on the first level of
the Humble Hampton Inn, 20515 Hwy. 59 North, Humble Tex.
77338, phone 1-281-446-4800. Bring your favorite covers and
tall tales . . . we expect a big crowd! As in the past we have
arranged to have a show rate of $79. Mention “Stamp Show
Rate” when you make a reservation and it will help us obtain the
meeting room for a reduced rate. The Fall Fling is an opportunity for you to meet with fellow Texas Postal History collectors,
chow down on some good snacks and enjoy some adult beverages. If you are staying the same hotel as the Fling, you don't
have to drive anywhere and can stay longer!
http://hamptoninn3.hilton.com/en/hotels/texas/hampton-inn-houston-humble-airport-area-HOUHMHX/index.html

The stamp show will be held Sept. 21-23 at the Humble
Civic Center & Arena Complex, 8233 Will Clayton Parkway,
Humble TX 77338.

The Texas Postal History Society Journal is the official publication of the Texas Postal History Society. It
is published quarterly. The TPHS is not responsible for
the accuracy of any contributed articles. Submitted articles and images are welcome by the editor by regular
mail or electronic mail. The TPHS provides no guarantee that submitted articles will be printed and when
they may be printed. Articles may be reproduced with
prior permission and attribution.
The Journal is available to members of the society.
Dues to the TPHS are $18 per year payable to the Secretary-Treasurer. Single copies are $5 with $1 first
class postage.
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The Postal System of
The Republic of Texas
Editor’s note - The following is the first of a two-part report
with a detailed description of “The Postal System of the Republic
of Texas” by W. L. Newsom as printed in the October, 1916 issue
of The Southwestern Historical Quarterly, Vol. XX, No. 2. This
account was cited in Jim Stever’s 2008 book Republic Post: Texas
Republic Mail Late 1835 to early 1846 and in Alex ter Bracke’s
1970 monograph, Texas: The Drama of Its Postal Past. However,
it is seldom referred to elsewhere. It is reprinted here in its entireity
with permission. The first part features chapters on Establishment
of the System, The Postmaster-General, Finances, Postage Rates,
Franking Privileges, and Postmasters. The second part in November will feature Postal Routes and Annual Reports.

By W.L. Newsom
THE POSTAL SYSTEM OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 1
An account of the establishment and operation of the postal
system of the Republic of Texas will necessarily date from October
1835. This paper is not concerned with the system of mail transportation in operation during the period of Mexican rule, nor has
the system of communication of the committees of safety and correspondence preceding the revolution been included. The records
are fragmentary and incomplete, and this account is as full as has
been possible in the face of this condition.

Establishment of the System

Above: Newspaper article dated Oct. 31, 1835 in the
Telegraph and Texas Register (San Felipe de Austin)
issued Nov. 14, 1835, page 8.

On Oct. 20, 1835, Mr. A. Thomson made a motion in the Permanent Council that a committee be appointed to look after mail
routes. The President appointed J.S. Hood, Joseph Bryan, and A.
Houston.2 This is the first record of any action to establish a mail
system in the Republic of Texas. On Oct. 23, the Council went into
a committee of the whole on the subject of mails, and, “after due
deliberation, appointed John Rice Jones postmaster-general to take
charge of the affairs and put them into operation.3 He was to do this
as soon as possible.
This committee on mail routes also presented on the 30th an
outline plan for carrying out the organization of a post-office department. It set forth the need of communication between the different parts of the country, and recommended that weekly service
be put into operation from San Felipe to San Augustine, from San
Felipe to Velasco, from San Augustine to Bevil’s Mill, from San
Felipe to the Sabine River, and, as soon as it could be done with
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safety, from San Felipe to Bexar. It recommended that the postmaster-general be authorized to open subscriptions to obtain contributions or loans to aid in putting the project into immediate
operation. And it resolved further, that the postmaster-general be
empowered to ask and demand and receive fixed rates of postage
for all letters and packets transported by mail.4
On Nov. 3, 1835, the Permanent Council reported to the Consultation that it had ordered to be carried into effect, by subscription and under certain regulations, a mail service from San Felipe
de Austin to Cantonment Jessup in the United States, to the headquarters of the army, or to Bexar, and to Velasco. It recommended
that the Consultation take up the subject at a suitable time and
that branch routes be ordered.5
Governor Henry Smith made reference to the post-office department in his message to the General Council on Nov. 16, 1835.
He commended the action of
the previous council and urged
an extension of the work and
its continuation during the war.
He also recommended the appointment of a postmaster-general.6
The Council accordingly
referred this portion of the
message to the committee on
state and judiciary, which was
composed of D.C. Barrett,
Daniel Parker, and J.A. Padilla.
On Nov. 27 this committee reported. They reviewed the parGov. Henry Smith
tial organization of the
post-office department by the
Permanent Council; spoke of Jones, the temporary postmastergeneral, in high terms, calling attention to the governor’s endorsement of him, and urged that he be made permanent general
post-office department. This report was adopted,7 and on Dec. 7
the ordinance creating the general post-office department was
passed.8 It was approved by the governor Dec. 13, 1835. The ordinance embraces 35 sections and sets forth in detail the postal
laws and regulations. For a clear understanding of the foundation
of the system, the first section, establishing the system is quoted:
Sec. 1 . . . “There shall be, and there is hereby created and established a General Post-Office, to be under the charge and direction of a Postmaster-General to be appointed by the General
Council, who shall give bond with approved security, in a sum
not less than $5,000, payable to the Governor for the time being,
and his successor in office. The Postmaster-General shall have
power to appoint the necessary assistants and clerks for doing the
business of his office; he shall establish Post-Offices and appoint
postmasters at such places as he shall deem expedient, on the
Post-Roads that are or may be established by Ordinances and Decrees of the Provisional Government; he shall give instructions to
the postmasters and all other persons he shall employ, or who
may be employed in any of the departments of the General PostOffice, relative to their several duties; he shall provide for the
carriage of the Mail on all post-roads that are or may be established by the Ordinances and Decrees of the Government afore-

1838 internal Texas letter from Houston to Gonzales rated 50₵
(collect) to satisfy the over 150 mile rate.

said, as often as he shall think proper, having regard to the productiveness thereof; he shall obtain from the several postmasters
their accounts and vouchers for the receipts and expenditures of
their several offices once in every three months, or oftener if he
think proper, showing the balance thereon in favor or against the
General Post-Office; he shall pay all necessary expenses incident
to the General Post-Office in consequence of mails, collection of
the revenue, and in general management thereof, from the incomes of the General Post-Office Department, if the receipts
thereof be sufficient, otherwise he shall report the deficiency to
the Governor of the Provisional Government, who shall submit
the same to the legislative power for providing ways and means
for such deficiency; he shall prosecute, or cause to be prosecuted,
all offenses against the General Post-Office establishment; he
shall render an account, current, to the Provisional Government
of Texas once in every three months, of all the receipts and expenditures in the said Department, to be adjudicated and settled
as other public accounts, at the same time stating generally the
condition of the said Department, suggesting such improvements
as, in his opinion, may be useful and necessary, and he shall render his first quarterly accounts on the first day of March, eighteen
hundred and thirty-six; he shall have a general superintendence of
the business of the said Department in all the duties that are or
may be assigned to it; provided, that in case of death, resignation,
or removal from office of the Postmaster-General, all the duties
of the Department shall be performed by his assistant, or chief
clerk, until a successor shall be appointed to take charge of the
General Post-Office Department.”9
When the First Congress of the Republic assembled, the matter of the post-office department was brought before that body,
and on Dec. 20, 1836, Congress passed and President Houston
approved an act creating a general post-office department and
making provisions for carrying it into effect. This was almost indentical with the law of Dec. 7, 1835, having only the following
variations: that the postmaster-general should be nominated by
the president, subject to approval or rejection by the senate; that
he should hold office for a term of three years; and that he should
render his first quarterly account on the first day of April, 1837.10
This act was in operation, with a few amendments, until Feb.
5, 1840, when the Fourth Congress passed an act “to amend and
reduce into one, the several laws regulating the post-office de-
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1840 internal Texas letter from Matagorda to Lavaca rated 37 ½₵
(collect) to satisfy the 100-150 mile rate.

partment.11 This provided that the postmaster-general should
make a report every three months to the secretary of the treasury
of all receipts and disbursements, that the bond of the postmastergeneral should be increased to twenty-five thousand dollars, and
that a number of new mail routes should be established.
This law was in operation until the Republic of Texas became
a State and the mail service was absorbed by the Government of
the United States. A few amendments were made, however, of
which one may be noted. On Jan. 18, 1841, an act was passed by
the Fifth Congress abolishing the office of post-master general,
and creating in the state department a bureau styled “The General
Post-office.” A clerk was to be appointed by the secretary of state
to perform the duties of the postmaster-general.
This gives briefly an account of the establishment of the postoffice department in the Republic of Texas and of the main acts
governing its operation.

The Postmaster-General
We have seen that the Permanent Council appointed John
Rice Jones to act as postmaster-general, and that when the Consultation met in November Governor Smith recommended that
Jones be confirmed, which was done. Jones continued in office
until 1836, when he was succeeded by Robert Barr. Barr held the
office until his death in October 1839, when E.S.C. Robertson became acting postmaster-general and served until December 1839,
when John Rice Jones was again appointed. This time Jones kept
the office until it was abolished in January 1841.12 During the operation of the general post-office as a bureau of the state department, the following served as chief clerks: George W. Sinks, A.C.
Hyde, W.D. Miller, John Hall, Dan T. Toler, and Joseph Daniels.13
The acts described in the preceding part of this paper show
that the duties of the postmaster-general were many and arduous.
The establishment of post-offices, appointment of postmasters,
and the making of contracts for carrying the mails in a country
sparsely settled and having bad roads, and with no money provided for carrying on all this business, called for the activities of
a master mind. The whole plan, as established and put into operation by the first postmaster-general, John Rice Jones, was modeled after the system of the United States. Forms and blanks were
sent to the governor and Council from the United States for that
purpose by Edward Hall in 1835.14
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1841 outbound letter to Tennessee prepaid from Houston to the
Texas border at Galveston (50₵ distance + 50₵ ship fee). Entered
U.S. mails at New Orleans where it was re-rated 27₵ to destination.

The duties and salary of the postmaster-general remained
practically the same as under the Provisional government. The
salary was $2,000 a year. The act of 1840 increased the bond of
the postmaster-general to $25,000. After the abolition of the office the clerk in the state department received from six hundred
dollars to nine hundred dollars a year.

Finances
When the Permanent Council proposed the first mail route
from San Felipe de Austin to Cantonment Jessup, to the headquarters of the Army, or to Bexar, and to Velasco, the expense
was to be met by subscription supplemented by the income from
the postage rates as fixed by the Council. This was the beginning
of the mail service in Texas before the Republic was organized.15
The General Council made no appropriations for the post-office
department, but instructed the postmaster-general to report the
deficiency and this would be met by the ways and means committee of the legislature.
The First Congress appropriated on Dec. 20, 1836, $1,000
“for the purpose of facilitating the transportation of the mail, the
same to be paid out of any money not otherwise appropriated.16
The next day Congress passed an act providing that anyone, who
had accounts against the post-office department for transporting
the mail any time during the year 1837, might take the same in
land at fifty cents per acre by paying the fees for recording and
surveying; provided, that the land should be located in tracts not
less than 320 in the form of a square. The certificate of the postmaster-general should be sufficient evidence of any such claims
in any land office in the Republic. It was further provided that the
lands could not be located until six months after the land office
had opened.17
In November, 1837, Congress passed an act appropriating
$10,000 for the use of the post-office department.18 This was to
supplement the income from postage fees, which were used to
support the system.
On Dec. 13, 1838, an act was approved by President Lamar
appropriating $25,000 for the use of the department;19 $15,000
additional was appropriated Jan. 26, 1839.20 This was done because the duties of the department had greatly increased, many
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chief clerk, $600; for probable deficiencies, under
contracts for carrying mails, etc., $5,000; for amount
due mail carriers for 1841, $4,258.81, to be apportioned to each according to the sum due him, this appropriation being only one-half the whole amount
due.24
The general appropriation bill, approved Jan. 6,
1843, set aside the following for the post-office bureau: For contingent expenses, $500; for transporting
the mails, $12,000, and all the moneys arising from receipts of the department during the year 1843.25
On Jan. 14, 1843, Congress passed an act authorizing an audit of the residue of claims against the government for carrying the mails during 1841 and 1842,
and appropriated $600 to pay mail contracts for 1839.
January 1841 inbound letter prepaid from New Orleans routed overland to
This act provided that when the claims should be auTexas via Ft. Jessup, LA. Entered Texas mails at Sabine Town where it was
dited, they should be receivable in payment of direct
incorrectly re-rated 25₵ to satisfy the 40-100 mile rate which had been moditaxes, at the same rate as exchequer bills were refied a few days prior. - J.H. Starr Papers, Briscoe Center, The University of Texas.
ceived for the same dues.26
The next year, on Jan. 6, 1844, Congress appropriated $3,742.36 for the purpose of continuing the mails
until March 1, 1844;27 and the general appropriation
bill, approved Feb. 5, 1844, carried the following
items for the post-office bureau: For contingent expenses (printing, fuel, mail bags, mail locks, etc.),
$500; for transporting mails for 1844 and part of 1845,
$12,000, and all the moneys arising from receipts of
the bureau and salary for two clerks, amount to be
taken out of $11,600, appropriated for payment of 16
government clerks.28
“An act approved Feb. 1, 1845, making appropriations for the support of government, set aside the following for the post-office: For contingent expenses,
$1,360; for transporting the mails, $15,000, and all the
moneys arising from receipts of the bureau and salary
of two clerks, amount to be taken from $13,250 appropriated for payment of government clerks in different
May 1841 inbound double sheet (weight) letter prepaid from New Orleans to
29
departments.
Nacogdoches routed overland. Entered Texas mails at Sabine Town and
rated $1.00 (collect) to destination.. - J.H. Starr Papers, Briscoe Center, The University of
April 22, 1846, the First Legislature passed a joint
Texas.
resolution asking relief for mail contractors who had
continued to carry the mails after Feb. 16, 1846, the
date when annexation became effective. This called atnew routes had been established, and weekly mails were substitention to the fact that after Feb. 16, 1846, the transportation of
tuted for the semi-monthly mails on many routes.
the mails was chargeable to the United States government, and
In the general appropriation bill for 1840, approved February
3, 1840, the following items were appropriated for the post-office that Texas had so notified her contractors, but had suggested to
department: For compensation of the postmaster-general, $3,000; them to continue to carry the mails and to open accounts with the
for compensating the clerks of the bureau, $4,700; for transporta- Federal Government after that date.30 The contractors, with a few
exceptions, relying on the justice of the government, continued to
tion of the mails under orders and direction of the postmastercarry the mails until superseded by other contractors. In view of
general, for the year 1840, $100,000.21 By act of Jan. 28, 1841,
these facts, the legislature instructed the United States senators
$50,000 in promissory notes and all the moneys arising from the
from Texas to urge the passage of a law authorizing the postmasreceipts of the department during the year were appropriated for
ter-general of the United States to pay these contractors.
the year 1841.22
In his annual report for the year ending June 30, 1846, the
Dec. 7, 1841, $40,470 was appropriated in promissory notes
first assistant postmaster-general of the United States, S. R. Hobfor the post-office department, with the provision that “not more
bin, said that $9,189 had been paid out for the operation of the
than $10 a mile per annum shall be paid to Highsmith and Jones
mail service from Feb. 16, 1846 to June 30, 1846. He stated that
23
for carrying the mail on Route 30, between Austin and Houston.
other expenditures incident to transportation, such as amounts
A supplementary act on Feb. 3, 1842, appropriated: For salary of
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paid for ship, steamboat, and way letters, etc., was not included in
this amount, because these accounts were paid from a separate
appropriation. According to this report, there were 3,786 miles of
mail routes in operation in Texas at that time. Continuing, Mr.
Hobbin made the following statement concerning the operation of
the mail service in Texas at this time:
“The service in Texas has not been satisfactorily performed.
Upon the passage of the act of May 29, 1846, establishing postroutes in Texas, the late Postmaster-General of Texas, Daniel J.
Toler, was appointed the special agent of the department, and
despatched with proper instructions to put the routes in operation,
and superintend the service generally. A contract was made with
Charles Morgan to transport the mails from New Orleans to
Galveston and back once in every five days in ocean steamers.
The Galveston and New York were engaged in the performance of
this service when the New York was lost in a storm on the gulf.
The agent, Toler, was on board and reported the loss of his papers
connected with the service, which had been prepared for the department. The other vessel, the Galveston, it is understood, has
been much engaged in the transportation of troops and supplies to
the Rio Grande. Irregularity in the delivery of the mails to Galveston ensued. Independently of this, great derangement of the mail
service existed in other parts of Texas, and was justly the cause of
much complaint. So soon as the department was informed of this
state of things, which information was greatly delayed from some
unknown cause, a second agent was despatched to Texas, with
proper instructions for the regulation of the service; and the postmaster at New Orleans was directed to forward the mails to
Galveston whenever opportunity occurred, under the provisions
of the 17th and 18th sections of the act of 1825. The facts of the
case did not seem to warrant an annulment of so favorable a contract as the one with Mr. Morgan, who, it is expected, will, at no
distant day, supply the place of the New York, and cause the service to be again regularly performed. Recent reports from the
agents in Texas induce the belief that the whole service in Texas
will soon be in operation, as authorized by the act of Congress.31

Postage Rates
In the decree creating a general post-office department,
passed at San Felipe Dec. 12, 1835, the following rates of postage
were adopted: Letters containing a single sheet of paper and conveyed any distance not exceeding 20 miles, 6 ¼ cents; over 20
miles and not exceeding 50 miles, 12 ½ cents; over 50 miles and
not exceeding 100 miles, 18 ¾ cents; over 100 miles and not exceeding 200 miles, 25 cents; all distances exceeding 200 miles,
37 ½ cents; on all ship letters, 6 ¼ cents additional to be charged.
On all letters containing two pieces of paper, double these rates
was to be paid; on all containing three pieces of paper, treble
these rates; and for any packet containing four or more pieces of
paper or other things, and everything of one ounce, quadruple
these rates; and in that proportion for all greater weights. On all
letters and newspapers going out of Texas the postage must be
prepaid.32 The act of Dec. 20, 1836, recommended practically
the same rates as those fixed by the Permanent Council in Oct.
30, 1835, which were not materially different from those just
listed.33
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On Dec. 18, 1837, Congress changed the rates as follows:
For every letter composed of a single sheet of paper and conveyed any distance not exceeding 40 miles, 12 ½ cents; over 40
miles and not exceeding 100 miles, 25 cents; over 100 miles and
not exceeding 150 miles, 50 cents; upon all ship letters 6 ¼ cents
additional was to be charged. For every package composed of
four or more pieces of paper and weighing once ounce, quadruple
those rates; and in that proportion for all greater weights. Newspapers carried not over 100 miles, one cent each; over 100 miles,
2 cents. Pamphlets carried not over 100 miles, 1 ½ cents per
sheet; over 100 miles, 2 ½ cents. On all mail matter going out of
Texas postage must be prepaid.34
The act of Feb. 5, 1840, did not change the rates of postage
on letters and newspapers, but fixed the following rates on pamphlets: Pamphlets carried not over 50 miles, per sheet, one cent;
not over one hundred miles, per sheet, 1 ½ cents; over 100 miles,
per sheet, 2 ½ cents.35
By an act of the Fifth Congress, approved Jan. 28, 1841, the
rates of postage as provided by previous laws were doubled. And
on all letters intended to be conveyed by any ship or vessel beyond the sea, or received from any place beyond the sea, there
was to be paid an extra fee of 50 cents at the time of its
reception.36 A law of Feb. 1, 1842, provided that all postage
should be paid in gold, silver or exchequer bills authorized to be
issued by the act of the Sixth Congress. The following rates were
to go into effect after March 31, 1842: For each letter composed
of a single sheet of paper and conveyed not to exceed 50 miles,
12 ½ cents; over 50 miles and not exceeding 100 miles, 18 ¾
cents; over 100 miles and not exceeding 200 miles, 31 ¾ cents;
on all ship letters, 6 ¼ cents additional was to be charged; on all
double letters, double the above rates; on each newspaper conveyed not exceeding 100 miles, one cent; over 100 miles, 2 cents;
on all pamphlets or books for each sheet the same as newspapers.
For all free letters received and distributed, postmasters were entitled to receive one cent and should retain this amount out of the
quarterly returns. Postmasters were required to pay the master of
any foreign vessel 2 cents for each letter delivered within 24
hours after their arrival.37
On Jan. 16, 1843, the Seventh Congress reduced the postage.
For letters the rates were to be again the same as those fixed by
the law of Dec. 18, 1837. For letters or packages made up and
sealed in letter form, weighing one ounce or less than two
ounces, conveyed not to exceed 50 miles, quadruple the rate of a
letter for that distance; over 50 miles and not to exceed 100
miles, or over 100 miles and not to exceed 200 miles, quadruple
the rate for single letters for these distances; for packages of two
ounces, six times the amount of single letters, and so on in like
proportion. Ship letters were to be charged 12 cents additional;
letters lodged for delivery were to be charged 12 ½ cents additional; way letters were to have on them a postage of 12 ½ cents
additional. Each newspaper, conveyed and not exceeding 150
miles, 2 cents, over 150 miles, 3 cents. Books and pamphlets
were to have the same rates as newspapers per sheet.38
Jan. 27, 1844, the Eighth Congress again modified the rates
of postage: On each single letter, conveyed less than 100 miles,
12 ½ cents; over 100 miles, 25 cents; double letters, double this
amount; treble letters, treble this amount; packages of one ounce,
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quadruple the above rates; and so on in like proportion. On ship
letters the extra fee was to be 6 ¼ cents; on way letters, 6 ¼
cents. Newspapers conveyed 100 miles or less, one cent; over
100 miles, 2 cents; foreign papers, one cent additional to the regular rates. Books and pamphlets were to be charged the same
rates as newspapers. The postage was to be paid in gold, silver, or
exchequer bills.39
The rates were lowered by the Ninth Congress on Jan. 30,
1845 to the following: Each single letter conveyed less than 100
miles, 10 cents; over 100 miles, 20 cents; double letters, double
this rate; treble letters, treble this rate, and so on; each package
quadruple this rate, if it weighed one ounce or less; ship letters
five cents extra; way letters, five cents; newspapers conveyed 100
miles or less, one cent; over 100 miles, 2 cents; foreign papers
one cent additional; books and pamphlets the same as papers.40
In the changes pointed out in the above paragraphs, two important facts appear: (1) The high rates charged as compared with
present day rates; (2) the frequent changes made in the rates. The
high rates may be accounted for by remembering the sparse settlements, the bad roads, the dangers encountered in transporting the
mails, and the depreciated currency in which the postage was paid.
The frequent changes are due to the fact that the government was
handicapped financially and endeavored to meet the deficiencies in

1841 outbound letter mailed free within Texas from Austin by frank
of Clark Owen, a member of the Texas Congress. Entered the
U.S. mail system in New Orleans and re-rated to satisfy postage
to Philadelphia, PA.

the department by change the rates to gain more funds.

Franking Privileges
By the first decree creating a general post-office department,
franking privileges were allowed the following officers: Each
postmaster, provided the package did not exceed half an ounce in
weight; the president and members of the General Council of the
Provisional Government; secretary of the General Council, during actual attendance upon a session of the Council and for 30
days thereafter; the governor of the Provisional Government,
treasurer and postmaster-general; offices of the army and navy,
officers of the revenue, when communicating on subjects connected with public service. These persons must all write their names
and offices on the outside of letters and manuscripts they wished to

frank; and the officers of army, navy, and revenue must add, “On
Public Service.” This provision allowed letters or packages going
either to or from these persons to be carried free of charge.
All publishers of newspapers in Texas could send free of
postage one copy to each of the other publishers in the State.
Publishers were allowed to send out or receive from out of State
as many as 50 copies post free under such regulations as the postmaster-general might provide.
The act of the First Congress, approved Dec. 20, 1836, continued franking privileges to the same persons, and in the same
way. In January 1839 it was discovered that the franking privilege
was not extended to the vice-president of the Republic, so by a
special act, approved Jan. 23, 1839, this privilege was accorded
to him and to other officers of the Republic. The franking privilege continued, with a few minor changes, until the end of the
Republic. The act of 1840 provided that publishers of the newspapers could receive or send out of the State only 30 papers free
of charge instead of 50.41

Postmasters
The ordinance passed by the General Council in 1835 empowered the postmaster-general to appoint postmasters at such
places as he deemed expedient. It provided also that he should
allow to postmasters such commissions on the money arising
from postage on letters as should be adequate for their respective
services and expenses. But it further provided that the said commission should not exceed 30 percent of the first $100 each quarter, 25 percent on a sum over $100 and not exceeding $300, 20
percent on any sum over $400 and not exceeding $2,000, and
eight percent on all sums exceeding $2,000. Postmasters employed in receiving and dispatching foreign mails were allowed a
sum not to exceed $25 a quarter over and above the regular commission. Those who were required to keep a register of the arrival
and departure of the mails were allowed 10 percent for each
monthly return thereof to the postmaster-general.42
The First Congress in 1836 made a few unimportant changes
in these rates. It empowered the postmaster-general to appoint
postmasters at such places as he should see fit, authorized him to
allow postmasters such commissions on money arising from
postage as should be adequate to their duties and expenses, and
provided that these commissions should not exceed 25 percent on
the first $100, 20 percent on amounts over $100 and not exceeding $300, 10 percent on any sum over $300 and not exceeding
$2,000, and 5 percent on any sum collected over $2,400. Postmasters employed in receiving and dispatching foreign mail were
allowed $25 extra per quarter; 50 percent was allowed on all
postage arising from newspapers, magazines, and pamphlets; and
$2 per month for each register showing the arrival and departure
of mails.43 So far as can be ascertained this same method and rate
of compensation remained in operation until the postal system of
Texas was transferred to the United States in 1846.
This brief study of the postal system of Texas during the Republic shows a crude organization but one that served a purpose
and laid the foundation for a better system. The country was new,
roads were poor, distances were great, and money was scarce.
But all these difficulties were surmounted, for communication
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was a necessity. The extension of the service is an index of the
settlement and development of the country.

(To be continued in the November issue)
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NOTES
1 The material for this paper has been gathered from many sources.
Among the most important are the following: Journal of the Permanent
Council, Oct. 11-27, 1835 (The Quarterly, VII, 249-278). The Permanent
Council was a sort of central committee composed of representatives
from several municipalities and was called by Stephen F. Austin to meet
at San Felipe to look after the general administration at the beginning of
the Texas Revolution. Journal of the Consultation (Houston, 1838). The
Consultation assembled Nov. 3, 1835. It was composed of delegates
elected by the several municipalities of Texas. It provided for a provisional government consisting of a governor and a legislative council, and
adjourned Nov. 14. Proceedings of the General Council (Houston,
1839). This was the legislative body created by the Consultation and its
sessions extended from the middle of November, 1835, till the middle of
January 1836. Ordinances and Decrees of the Consultation and of the
General Council (Houston, 1839). Gammel, Laws of Texas, I and II
(Austin, 1898). Post-Office Directory, 1836-1842, Volumes 68-69, and
Post-Office Letter Book, 1840-1842, Volume 71, MS., records in State
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Giesecke brothers
almost successful
in 1850s Brazoria

search on Germans and Texas during the
Republic of Texas, Struve wrote the book
in the German language in 1983. It was
not until 1996 that Struve published the
English version through The University
of Texas Press.
Inside the book I saw images of the
Giesecke correspondence and knew right
away that I had a cover to Texas from
Germany in 1851 addressed to Eduard
(Edward) Giesecke.
Struve says Charles A. Giesecke
(1811-1864/65) was in Texas by 1834 and
that his younger brother Edward (18151856) likely left Elze and sailed from
Bremen to New Orleans in 1839. The oldest brother, Frederich (1809-1865), came
to Texas but did not settle in Brazoria as

By Tom Koch
Since my Texas collection has been influenced by German-Texan history, I recently
checked out a 1996 book titled Germans and Texans: Commerce, Migration, and Culture in the
Lone Star Republic from McDermott Library at
The University of Texas at Dallas.
To my surprise almost all of the narrative was
inspired by family letters handed down to the author - City University of New York history professor Walter Struve. The letters, written by
Charles A. Giesecke, were sent from Texas to
Germany in the 1840s. Using the letters and re-
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Charles and Edward did. Struve says Charles and Edward became importers/exporters including cotton and
there is documentation to support this.
Charles’ letters to his brother Frederich described
Edward as a lazy spendthrift lacking initiative and
business sense. Edward married a German girl, Lisette
Doby, on Oct. 21, 1844. Creating additional family
friction, Charles felt she was beneath the family’s status . The brothers separated their business interests
with Edward keeping the general store. Struve cites
Lewis Tappan & Co., The Mercantile Agency (a predecessor of Dun & Bradstreet) as giving Edward’s business favorable status reports from 1848-1856. That
somewhat lessens the accusations by Charles.
Charles kept the warehouse and continued to import and export goods such as cigars. When Texas
joined the United States in 1846 smaller exporters
faced unfavorable fees. Business from the port of Brazoria fell dramatically. There were no longer direct
sailings from Texas to Germany. Larger firms such as
Kauffman in Galveston remained solvent since that
port was growing rapidly. Charles married Sarah
Davis of Missouri on July 26, 1845 according to the
Texas Marriage Collection, Provo UT. In the 1860
census Charles, 50, was listed as a planter. He and
wife Sarah, 34, had five children - Thomas, Fredericka, Cornelius, Jane and Henrietta.
Sarah still operated the family holdings through
1870 (U.S. Census Non-Population Schedules, 18501880, Provo UT).
The incoming letter to Edward in Texas was writ-

Shown is the two-story general merchandise store along
with family and customers of Cornelius Giesecke in Columbia, Texas. Cornelius was the nephew of Edward Giescke.
- Image courtesy of the Brazoria County Historical Museum.
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ten from Plattenhardt in Stuttgart Wurttenburg on May
26, 1851. It appears to have a May 30 circular date
stamp of Stuttgart and a double circle Thurn & Taxis
red handstamp of May 31. From 1818 France had
postal conventions with the Thurn & Taxis Post that
permitted the conveyance of mails to the French port
of Havre. The mail was carried on private ships to the
U.S. The U.S. was not a party to these conventions so
full payment to the destinations either way was not
possible.
The reverse of the folded letter sheet shows a 21
millimeter red double circle datestamp of May 31
from Bureau Maritime in Havre, France. The Bureau
Maritime clerk also struck an oval “PD.” in red to the
left indicating the letter was fully paid.
The partial New York receiving office black handstamp shows “NEW YORK/SHIP/JUN 18” with manuscript “34” in blue ink.
The letter, translated by Patrizia Nava at the UT
Dallas McDermott Library Special Collections, concerns a business deal. The writer confirms the receipt
of $400 as a second payment probably for goods from
Germany.
The writer is requesting Edward to urgently send a
third payment and cites the disparity between U.S. and
Germany currency. The writer points out that no one
in the U.S. can understand the “poverty we are living
in here.”
Struve points out that Charles believed profits
could be made by importing goods from Germany
since frontier pioneers valued certain items. Charles
found that gunpowder, rifles, lead, knives, alcoholic
drinks, playing cards, violins, furniture, tools, books,
boots and blankets were desirable in Texas.
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Seen at Auction by Vince King

Ft. Phantom Hill-Waco Village cover hits $1,350
Harmer-Shau Auction Galleries Inc., APS StampShow Auction, Sale 94, Aug. 16-18, 2012.
Lot 746 - U.S.; Forts Postal History, Texas, 1885 Fort Davis. Sep 24,
1885 double circle cancel on 2¢ brown entire, addressed to Whipple Barracks, Arizona Territory, Fine. Ex Helbock. Est. $70-100. Did not sell.

Two Waco Village covers were offered the past few months on
eBay with different results. An 1853 Waco Village, Texas cover written
from Fort Phantom Hill, Texas by B. Wingate sold for $1,350 on Aug. 8,
2012. It was Item 271028315810 and though it had only one bidder it
represents a rare Texas cover originating from Fort Phantom Hill.
The seller noted, “ In my 30 plus years of collecting Waco Village
covers I have seen only one other similar item and it also had the same
origin and sender. It was sold on eBay in 2005 for $877 even though its
stamp had been torn off.” The image below from the inside shows the
date and location or origination.
The other Waco Village cover was sent to New York by a ship
named the J.W. Fannin. While the description noted it was “very rare”
the 1856 cover realized $51 among five bidders on May 28, 2012. It was
Item 230795052297. The letter was sent to Rev. W.R. Williams D.D.
care of O.R. Kingsbury, New York (City).
More eBay realizations are later in the report.

Harmer Schau Lot 747

Lot 747 - U.S.; Forts Postal History, Texas, Camp and Fort Stockton
2 Usages. Both on 3¢ Bank Notes, Camp Stockton circa 1875, Fort
Stockton Circa 1878, both with cover faults, Fine. Ex Helbock. Est.
$100-150. Did not sell.
Lot 748 - U.S.; Forts Postal History, Texas, Fort Concho 2 Usages.
Both 1882 with different cancels, Fine. Ex Helbock. Est. $100-150. Sold
for $85.
Lot 2045 - Confederacy, Stampless, 3 Covers By Capt J.J. Word
From Texas and New Mexico. Member of Sibley's Brigade that was deployed from Texas to New Mexico in late 1861, covers trace his journey
from Texas to New Mexico, first postmarked San Antonio Nov 6 in
green with Paid 5 ms. cancel, to his father Col. T.J. Word in Palestine,
TX, second postmarked El Paso Nov 18 in black with Due 10 in red
crayon, to Jeff Word, Palestine, TX, docketed Hd. 2ns (?) Army N.M.,
third postmarked Mesllia, N.M. Feb 2 in black with Due 10 ms., to his
father Col. Word, docketed J.J. Word, Capt., Gardners Co., Steeles Regt.,
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Harmer Schau Lot 2045

Harmer Schau Lot 748
Harmer Schau Lot 2060

Sibleys Brigade, all covers have faults, still scarce pieces of postal history that are seldom seen, mixed condition. Est. $1,500-2,000. Did not
sell.
Lot 2060 - Confederacy, 1862, 5¢ Blue, Archer & Daly Printing on 3
Covers, #7. 1st pair used on front from Little Rock, AK to Monticello,
Ark., 2nd pair used from PA(probably Paris), Texas (blue cancel) to Bonham, TX, 3rd strip of 7 from Jamison, SC to Charleston, SC, all with
faults, mixed condition. Est. $150-200. Did not sell.

More eBay Realizations
1914 U.S.S. TEXAS Covers with Vera Cruz, Mexico and Galveston,
Texas in cancels. Aug. 12, 2012. Item 271033492583. You get both covers with one bid. The postal markings are incomplete and the envelopes
have tears, stains, soils, etc. 5 bids. Sold for $10.60.

Harmer Schau Lot 2045

Houston, Texas to nearby Anderson, Texas 1861 – Confederate – Advertising. Item 170892970960. Buy it now. Black "HOUSTON TEX
JUL 3 1861" CDS in the upper right corner, and red "HOUSTON Txs.
PAID 5" CDS in the lower left corner, which is representative of Scott
40XU1 (Dietz type IV hand-stamped provisional), and whose 5 cents
hand-stamped franking paid the correct half ounce letter rate. Texas pass
ed the Ordinance of Secession on 1-Feb-1861, admitted to Confederacy
on 6-May-1861. Dietz (The New Dietz Confederate States Catalog and
Handbook, 1986) lists the earliest known use of the type IV hand-stamp
as 3-Jul-1861. According to information provided by an unnamed
source. The recipient, Theo H. Graves, is described in Saga of Anderson
(Texas) by Irene Taylor Allen, copyright 1957: Theodore H. Graves was
born near Lexington, Kentucky, May 1, 1840. He was the youngest son
of Judge John Graves and Mary Patrick Graves. . . The Graves family
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Important

Book!
by Rex H. Stever
The story of
how the Texas
Republic
handled mail
Ebay Item 271033492583

Texas residents - $37.50 + $5 shipping
Out of state orders $35 + $5 shipping
Place orders through:
Rex H. “Jim” Stever
44 Camden Place
Corpus Christi TX 78412-2613
Fax: 361-991-4688
Email:rhstever@hotmail.com

Ebay Item 170892970960
came to Texas from Kentucky in December 1846. . . Lieutenant Theodore
Graves fought in the Civil War in the 8th Texas Infantry. He was second
in command at Jenkins Ferry, Arkansas. Embossed shield containing advertising "T.M. BAGBY COTTON FACTOR AND PLANTERS COMMISSION MERCHANTS, HOUSTON, TEXAS." on the back flap,
which has parts missing on both sides. APS Certificate 181173 - "Confederate States, Scott No. 40XU1, used entire, 7/3/1861, genuine, part of
flap missing." Sold for $850.
1940 Mix-Franked Registered Prexie cvr 18c rate – San Diego, Texas
to Denver Col. Aug. 6, 2012. Item 221093398962. Pre-war era registered cover franked with Presidential series definitives tied by tall 11½
mm purple block "CANCELED" killer strikes. 1 bid. Sold for $8.50.
1917 Registered Cover – Texas to England – F1 & War Tax Rate.
Aug. 2, 2012. Item 140811941901. 1917 Registered cover from Corpus
Christi, Texas to Birmingham, England. Pays the War Tax rate. 1c War
Tax, 2c Ocean Penny Postage (equivalent of 1p Great Britain), 10c Registration fee, paid with an F1 Registration stamp. Posted on Dec. 1, 1917
in Corpus Christi. This is from an Ocean Penny Post collection. 20 bids.
Sold for $68.
1940 College Station Texas Cachet for Aggies vs Tulsa. Jul 31, 2012.
Item 251119154975. Slight fold in middle. Sold for $10.25 (See TPHS
Journal, August 2007, pp. 12-15).
Two Scott 215 ($50 each on cover) on 4c Entire, registered NY to
Texas, 1890. July 31, 2012. Item 130736944271. 16 bids. Sold for
$61.12.
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Ebay Item 130736944271

Ebay Item 221093398962

Ebay Item 110769977327
Turkey Trot Slogan Flag Cancel – Cuero, Texas – Aug 21, 1922 –
Plus Postcard. Aug. 6, 2012. Item 330771889251. 10 bids. Sold for
$31.
Ebay Item 140811941901

Ebay Item 251119154975

Ebay Item 120919142825

U.S. 1889 Elmendorf, Texas to Triadelphia, Ohio. Item
110769977327. Buy it now. Special markings in violet "Deficiency in
Direction Supplied by Cincinnati, Post office" and "Please have mail addressed Mar 21 1889 to your Post Office.” On reverse railroad cancel.

1930 Old Glory Texas Registered Fancy Cancel. May 21, 2012. Item
380439518968. 1 bid. Sold for $12.50.

Texas Dallas Dick Branch Card WWI. May 29, 2012. Item
120919142825. Note Camp Building part of Dallas Fair. Sold for $6.99.

2c 93 F Grill & 73 Blackjack On Ca. 1870 Cover - Brenham, Texas.
May 20, 2012. Item 390419461445. Ca. 1870 cover franked with a 2c
black Jackson F Grill, 93 and a 73, Blackjack. At least I think it's an F
Grill. The grill edges sort of fade away, it's a tough one to measure accurately. Postmarked in Brenham, Texas, and addressed to Alfred, Maine.

Page 16

Texas Postal History Society Journal, Vol. 37, No. 3 August 2012

Ebay Item 330771889251

Ebay Item 380439518968

Ebay Item 390419461445
Very Good/Fine. Slit open at top. Some creasing. A little staining, not affecting stamps. Somewear and toning. 8 bids. Sold for $27.99.
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via coastal steam boat to New Orleans and then placed on a river steam
boat for the sailing to Montomgery. Content references Jacob De Cordova, a famous early Texan born in Jamaica. 13 bids. Sold for $112.50.

Ebay Item 310397882004
C4670: US #161 Jumbo on 1878 Texas to Germany Front. May 8,
2012. Item 310397882004. Nice, and quite scarce 1878 Registered U.S.
Cover "Front" (just front of cover, not entire cover); of 3 Cent U.S.
Postal Envelope, also franked with a JUMBO Margin stamp of U.S.,
Scott #161. Item has New Prague, Texas postmark; is addressed to Bremen, Germany; and is a Great Display Item. Unchecked for usage, value,
or scarcity! 1 bid. Sold for $24.99.
1846 Texas via New Orleans to Alabama. Steambot stampless letter.
May 6, 2012. Item 370598565124. One page stampless folded letter
written April 20, 1846 by M. Hopkins in Galveveston, Texas and sent to
Charles Crommelin, in Montgomery, Alabama. This would have traveled

Ebay Item 370598565124
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