Park Cities Stamps
Byron Sandfield
64405 North Central Expressway, Suite 316
Dallas, Texas 75206
For Appointment: (214) 361-4322

Quality Postal History

A unique Matamoros - Brownsville - London Cover
featuring an 1870’s banknote.

Also, well-stocked in U.S., Classics, Revenues and Locals
Please visit my table at this upcoming show:
TEXPEX 2007
Dallas Doubletree Hotel near the Galleria
Dallas, Texas, April 13-15, 2007
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president’s message
Let’s go all out for spectacular TEXPEX turnout
By Arthur P. von Reyn
This is our annual TEXPEX edition of The Texas Philatelist; for the first time we are expanding our circulation to include collectors on our statewide show’s mailing list. The reason for
this publicity effort is twofold, obviously we want to invite more collectors to join the Texas
Philatelic Association; just as important, we want to boost attendance at TEXPEX, which is
the only “World Series of Philately” stamp show in our state.
One can now count on a single hand the number of stamp shows still regularly held in
Texas. Just in the past 15 years, events in Austin,
Lubbock, San Angelo, Waco and Wichita Falls
AUCTION TIME IS HERE!
have bitten the dust. With more than a dozen
Many of you asked for one in the
years experience as a stamp show chairperson,
TPA survey conducted in the fall of
I can honestly say that staging an event and
2005, so auction time is now here!
having a lackluster turnout is highly discouragGill Weiser of the Oklahoma Philaing to organizers.
telic Society has agreed to conduct a
The Texas Philatelic Association is doing
joint TPA/OPS auction this spring.
something a little different at TEXPEX this year.
There wil be NO commission
We will abbreviate our usual annual meeting
charged for this auction, just a small
and use the extra time to enjoy a presentation
handling fee. For details on submitby past president Rex H. ”Jim” Stever on “Postal
ting lots, including an option to drop
History of the Republic of Texas.”
them off at TEXPEX, please turn to the
In addition, we will have our TPA table
article on page 4.
staffed throughout the show; Gil Weisser will
be right next to it offering the opportunity for
you to see and purchase the type of material the Oklahoma Philatelic Society’s Sales Department has to offer to our membership.
If you haven’t been to a stamp show in a while, consider making this the year that situation changes. Please review our TEXPEX coverage elsewhere in this edition of The Texas
Philatelist and mark your calendar right now.
NATIONAL TOPICAL SHOW ISN’T JUST FOR TOPICALISTS
I would be remiss in failing to mention the National Topical Show, to be held June 15-17
in Irving. Ray Cartier and the folks at the American Topical Association are marketing it as a
unique, western-themed event. There will be attractions that go far beyond the typical stamp
show. For those of you who aren’t topical collectors, many bourse dealers will carry material
designed to appeal to almost any philatelic interest. Although we’ll have an in-depth preview
in the next Philatelist, I can guarantee you now that this is something you shouldn’t miss, so
plan on attending whether you’re a topical collector or not!
DONATIONS TO TPA FOUNDATION SET A RECORD
Our treasurer Lyle Boardman reports that thanks to the generosity of our members, regular
contributions to the TPA Foundation totaled $2,667.40 for the fiscal year ended 2006. This
compares favorably to 2003, when contributions reached $1,825. The 2006 total includes 19
members at the sponsor level of $40 or more, 16 at the patron level of $20.00 to $39.99 and
46 at the sustaining level of $5.00 to $19.99.
During the 2006 fiscal year, the Foundation’s funding of activities included $1,000 for the
 The Texas Philatelist March-April 2007

TEXPEX 2006 show committee, $250 to the American Philatelic Research Library, $250 to the
Wineburgh Philatelic Library, $272.99 for the Youth Stamp Design Contest, $115.40 for the
website rental and $436.92 for TEXPEX and other awards.
If you are aware of any worthwhile philatelic endeavors for which you believe funds could
be directed, please contact a TPA Foundation officer or trustee.
Contributions of cash and philatelic property may be remitted at any time to Lyle Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Road, Austin, TX 78739-3005.
CHAPTER AND UNIT INFORMATION UPDATES NEEDED
Back in November, we sent along with the dues notices to our chapters and units a request for updated information. As of this writing, only 12 of the 27 groups have responded.
Organizers of the aforementioned National Topical Stamp Show have requested a listing of
active Texas clubs for their show program. If you are a member of any chapter or unit listed
in the back of this Philatelist and you notice the published information is incorrect, please
contact your organization’s publicity chairperson and tell him or her that the situation needs
to be remedied immediately by either writing us or completing the chapter report form
available on our Internet website www.texasphilatelic.org.
A CLOSING NOTE
On a sad note, a number of devoted collectors have passed away during recent months.
The contributions to philately by Gordon Bleuler, Henry Gonzales, Sr., James Lavelle, Dr. Charles
Petty and all the others will be long remembered.
I look forward to seeing you at TEXPEX and the National Topical Stamp Show!
In Philatelic Friendship,
Arthur P. von Reyn
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TPA and OPS to hold joint mail auction
By Gil Weisser
t’s auction time! The Texas Philatelic Association, together with the Oklahoma
Philatelic Society, will hold a joint mail and
Internet auction this spring; the time to turn
in lots is now!
This is not a donation auction. It is a
regular auction. For this first effort, there will
be no commission charges for buyers or sellers, but a small fee will be assessed to cover
administrative expenses.
A listing of lots will be published in the
May/June edition of The Texas Philatelist and
on the TPA Internet website www.texasphilatelic.org. In addition, selected better quality,
single item lots will be reproduced in color
both in the journal and on the website.
Gil Weisser of OPS will conduct the auction, which is open to both TPA and OPS
members. Sellers can drop off lots at the TPA/
OPS table during TEXPEX 2007 in Dallas,
or mail them, to arrive no later than April 21,
to: Gil Weisser, OPS Sales Division, P.O. Box
2179, Muskogee, OK 74402-2179.
Due to the lead time necessary to scan
items for color reproduction, the only lots that
will be considered for illustration are those
received in the mail by April 11 or dropped
off at TEXPEX 2007 by Saturday, April 14.
Lots arriving after those dates, but on or before
April 21, will only receive descriptions.
Each seller must complete a lot description
form and submit it with the items to be offered
for sale. The form is printed on the opposite
page. It can also be downloaded from the TPA

I

Pugh Cachets
Individually Handpainted FDCs
for every new issue of the USPS

P.O. Box 8789
The Woodlands, TX 77387-8789
(281) 362-0430
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website www.texasphilatelic.org. Each seller is
limited to five lots, for which an administrative
fee of $1.00 is applicable.
OPS members will receive this notice and
the lot description form as an insert to the second quarter edition of the OPS Philatelist.
Rules for bidders will appear along with
the lot listing in The Texas Philatelist and on
the TPA website. Bids may be submitted
either by mail to Mr. Weiser at the previously
mentioned address, or by over the Internet on
the TPA website. Bidders must be members of
either the TPA or the OPS.
Winners of auction lots and owners of
unsold lots may elect to either receive their
items by mail and pay return postage, or pick
them up at the TPA table during the National
Topical Stamp Show, scheduled for June 1517, in Irving. Lot and bid forms will allow
participants to choose one of these options.
Following the auction, participants may
obtain a complete listing of price realizations
by sending a self-addressed, stamped envelope
to Gil Weisser at the address cited previously.
Selected realizations will be appear in auction
recap articles in The Texas Philatelist and in the
OPS Philatelist.
To minimize returns of unsold material,
lots should be submitted that have a good
chance of being sold. Better grade U.S. issues
and items from popular foreign countries are
expected to do well. Defective items and large
lots of cheap stamps or inexpensive first day
covers are poor choices.
Sellers may specify a minimum bid on each
lot, but doing so is not mandatory.
The time to start is now, so assemble up to
five lots, complete a lot description form and
either get them in the mail or bring them to
TEXPEX.
We will keep you apprised as to how the
auction activity goes, in hopes that a successful
effort will encourage more frequent and better
auctions in the future.

TPA/OPS Spring Auction 2007
SELLER’S LOT DESCRIPTION FORM
Name

 TPA or  OPS Membership No.

Address

E-mail

City

State

Zip

Phone

For each lot, include a description of the item. Note that “grade” refers to centering and
cancellation, if used; “condition” refers to freshness, gum status and presence of faults.
Lot #1

Country

Catalog

Grade

Number

Condition

Value

Minimum Bid (Optional)

Brief Description
Lot #2

Country

Catalog

Grade

Number

Condition

Value

Minimum Bid (Optional)

Brief Description
Lot #3

Country

Catalog

Grade

Number

Condition

Value

Minimum Bid (Optional)

Brief Description
Lot #4

Country

Catalog

Grade

Number

Condition

Value

Minimum Bid (Optional)

Brief Description
Lot #5

Country

Catalog

Grade

Number

Condition

Value

Minimum Bid (Optional)

Brief Description
SAMPLE DESCRIPTION
Country
Grade

VF

U.S.

Catalog 2007 Scott Number

Condition

Unused, no gum

Brief Description

240

Value

Minimum Bid (Optional)

$600.00
$30.00

50¢ slate blue Columbian Exposition

LIMIT FIVE LOTS. MAIL LOTS TO: Gil Weisser, OPS Sales Division, P.O. Box 2179, Muskogee,
OK 74402-2179. Lots must be received by April 21. Selected lots received by April 11 or dropped off
at the TPA/OPS table at TEXPEX 2007 by April 14 will be illustrated in The Texas Philatelist and on
the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org. All other lots will receive descriptions only.
I am enclosing the lots described above to be auctioned off for me with no commission fee. Also, I
am remitting one dollar ($1.00), non refundable, for auction expenses.
I understand at all unsold lots will be mailed to me at my expense unless I elect below to personally
pick them up at the TPA table at the National Topical Stamp Show (NTSS), to be held in Irving, Texas,
June 15-17, 2007.
CHECK ONE:
 I will pick up all unsold lots at the NTSS.
 Mail unsold lots back to me at the address
above.

(Signature)
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Philately, friends and fun in TPA since 1938
By William K. McDaniel
y first exposure to philately came in
1938 when our seventh grade music
teacher started a classroom stamp club. That
summer, my parents and I were vacationing
in Galveston—a big deal in those days—and
while walking the boulevard, I noticed that
the Texas Philatelic Association was having a
convention there that weekend.
My father and I went in to see what was
going on, and when we left, I was the proud
owner of a TPA membership card number
1078, which I still have. As of this date, I am
the oldest member of the TPA, with regards
to years of membership.
In 1940, I had the privilege of meeting TPA member number 1, Mr. Edward
Huesinger of San Antonio, who was the
group’s first president. I remember him as a
tall, distinguished gentleman, with a goatee. A
few days after the show closed, I received a letter from him, welcoming me into TPA, along
with a small group of stamps. I still have the
letter and enclosures somewhere in my files.
Dad and I continued collecting together
for many years, he specialized in Mexico and I
accumulated everything else. In later years, we
both concentrated on United States issues.
In 1952, I was fortunate to meet Leon
Forcheimer, a student of 19th century U.S.
philately. Leon was the stamp columnist for
the Houston Press. Under his sponsorship, I
joined the American Philatelic Society, and
later the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society.
In 1971, I decided to begin collecting
the U.S. Three-Cent stamps of 1851-57 as a
sideline to my general collection. The following year, I was invited to the annual collectors’ meeting at the J.C.M. Cryer residence
in Port Lavaca, Texas. There I met Thomas J.
Alexander, a specialist in the Three-Cent U.S.
issues of 1851-1857. Since I had been interested in the many recut varieties existing on
these stamps, I developed a database to make
locating the plate locations of the different

M
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Bill McDaniel received membership card number
1078 as a result of a chance encounter with a TPA
convention in Galveston in 1938. The Association
honored him 53 years later as a Distinguished
Philatelic Texan.

varieties easier to work with. Tom suggested
that, with a little format editing, it could be
published in the quarterly Chronicle of the
U.S. Philatelic Classics Society. The first version appeared in 1973. In later years, updated
versions were published in the Chronicle, the
American Philatelic Congress Book and The
American Philatelist.
The sideline to my collection that I began
in 1971 became the primary focus of my philatelic study. Over the years, I have refined the
database, added new material, and identified
a number of previously unlisted recut varieties found on these stamps. As a result of my
research, I have been honored to twice receive
the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society’s Carroll
Chase Award for philatelic research.
My first attempt at exhibiting was in the
late 1970s, with a ten-frame exhibit, showing the many areas of philately that could
be displayed using these stamps—varieties,
advertising covers, patriotic covers, rail and
steamboat usage, etc.
After deciding to concentrate on the
production and postal usage of the stamps,
I divided the material into two, three-frame
exhibits. One emphasized production and
varieties. The other displayed use in domestic
and foreign mails. In the middle seventies, I
combined both into a multi-frame exhibit,
which was eventually developed into its pres-

ent nine-frame format.
I hope to add a tenth
frame within the next
year.
To add to my joy
of exhibiting, in 2001
I was certified as an
exhibition judge by the
American Philatelic Society.
I would be remiss
if I did not give credit
to the many collectors,
dealers, and friends who
have given invaluable Bill McDaniel shared his speciality with The Texas Philatelist readers in 1977 and 1978
encouragement and as- and won the Forchiemer Philatelic Literature Award in 1978 for his series.
sistance with my efforts over the years. Above hobby that is entertaining, educational and
all, after the death of my father, I value the downright fun.
For many years, stamp collecting has
presence of Leon Forchiemer in my philatelic
life. He was a valued mentor and a dear per- been referred to as “The king of hobbies and
sonal friend. After I decided to specialize in the hobby of kings.” While we may not have
the 1851-57 Three-Cent issues, I also received the wealth of kings, we all have the wealth
much sound advice and encouragement from that comes from our many philatelic friends,
many others, too numerous to list here. To all at home and all over the world. Keep them,
cherish them, and go out and seek new ones
of them, a heartfelt “Thank you.”
Finally, I would encourage all collectors to welcome in to our philatelic family.
to take every opportunity to help and advise
About the Author: William McDaniel is
others, whenever possible. To me, the most a life member of the TPA and has served in
basic and important benefit of philately, in various capacities with the Association, including
any form, is the friends we make. And at the president from 1986-88. He was honored as a
same time we are receiving pleasure from a Distinguished Philatelic Texas in 1991.
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Philippines debuted first baseball stamp
By Tom Koch
uring the year preceding TEXPEX 2005,
I felt it would be enjoyable to piece together a sports exhibit to be shown in conjunction with the national convention of Sports
Philatelists International (SPI) in Dallas.
My approach was to attempt something
different from what would be expected of
collectors highly specialized in sports philately. Many SPI members concentrated on the
Olympic Games but almost every major sport
had an SPI specialist.
In looking at baseball, a sport I played
extensively as a youngster, one intriguing
philatelic angle emerged. In April, 1934 the
Philippines, then under U.S. administration,
issued a set of three stamps to commemorate
and promote the 10th Far Eastern Championship Games, scheduled in Manila the
next month. The trio were the world’s first
postage stamps to depict baseball, basketball
and tennis.
While I had seen these stamps before 2005
the question of why they were issued at that
time and place had never occurred to me.
So, why were they the first of their kind?
Why did the Philippines issue stamps
depicting Anglo sports for an
Asian sporting
event?
W h a t
were the 10th
Fa r E a s t e r n
Championship
Games?
Philippines
specialist Craig
Eg g l e s t o n , a
Dallas lawyer,
reported that
he had never
A promotional sticker for the
10th Far Eastern Champion- heard much ado
about the 1934
ship Games.

D
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Philippines’ issuance of a three-stamp set for the
10th Far Eastern Championship Games introduced
baseball and several other sports as philatelic
subject matter for the first time.

baseball stamp. “Ah-ha,” was my response. My
hands rubbed together. There was an angle!
Initial research revealed that the baseball
stamp had a bit more pizzazz than the other
two in the set. There were several varieties and
an error. Thus my quest began for PI #380,
the number Scott assigned to it.
Upon its release, the baseball stamp, like
the two others in the set, was quickly criticized
for its poor design and quality. Late delivery
caused the first day sale to be delayed by
two weeks. And politics almost caused the
cancellation of the athletic event it was commemorating. So it may be no surprise that the
stamp is interestingly deficient in its modern
day impact.
Inauspicious as its debut was on April 14,
1934, the 2-centavo orange postage stamp
stands as the first to illustrate baseball. The
Philippine Amateur Athletic Federation
(PAAF) worked with the Bureau of Posts in
Manila, Philippine Islands, to issue it and the
other two stamps commemorating the Games.
The 2-centavo issue showed a catcher and batter in horizontal format. It was accompanied
by a 6-centavo issue in purple with a tennis
player following through on a forehand shot.
The 16-centavo dark blue showed two basketball players leaping for the ball or a tip-off at

center (In those days a jump ball was held at
center court after each goal). The higher values
are in vertical format.
This was the final year the Philippines
operated under a United States administration
(1899-1934). The country operated under a
commonwealth government (1935-1941) until it fell under Japanese occupation in 1942.

About the stamp issue
The sports issue was billed as the largest
ever issued by the Philippines and served
to promote the Games set for May 12-19,
1934.1 A slogan cancellation, universal type,
mentioning the games first appeared on April
24, 1933. It would later be used for the first
day of sale.2
The 2-centavo issue was worth one cent
U.S. and carried regular mail across the Philippines. The 6-centavo equaled three cents U.S.
for postage to the States.
The Bureau of Posts had intended to debut
the issue on April 2, 1934, but late delivery of
stamps, printed by the Philippine Bureau of
Printing, caused the first day sale to be pushed
back to April 14.
H. J. Scofield, chairman of the Philatelic
Committee of the PAAF, wrote that the change
was necessary in order for the committee to

prepare all of the first day covers. The sale
marked the first time Philippine first day covers were offered to the world market.
“Arrangements have been made to cachet
and post-mark a sufficient number of covers,
without addresses, to care for any late orders
that may reach Manila after this first day of
sale. This is a special feature of the Committee’s
program in order that no one will be missed,
regardless of the time and arrival of their order
in Manila.”3
Mail to and from the U.S. and Manila usually took one month. The philatelic committee
applied all three stamps to first day covers at
a cost of 20-cents per cover in U.S. currency.
Blocks of four were available at four times that
rate. The committee guaranteed only centered
copies and no straight edges would be used
on first day covers. Proceeds from cover sales
beyond costs were to benefit the Far Eastern
Championship Games.
The official cachet was a slim boxed
Weekly Philatelic Gossip (Holton, Kans.), Jan. 20,
1934, Vol. XVII, No. 44, Whole 636, page 1384.
1

Philippine Journal of Philately, Nov.-Dec., 1950,
Vol. III, No. 2, page 41, “Philippine Postal Slogans”
by Pablo M. Esperidion.
2

3

Scott’s Monthly Journal, June, 1934, page 86.

First day cover usage to Paris, France with purple handstamp indicating status as an official cachet.
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The easiest covers to find are addressed to foreign destinations and are typically franked with all the
stamps in the issue. This is a April 17, 1934 commercial usage to London, England via the Suez Canal and
later forwarded. Ovate duplex cancellations on the face and a London receiving mark on the reverse.

rectangle applied in purple ink. It featured
crude images of what appear to be soccer and
basketball players.
For his weekly column in Stamps (April
21, 1934, Vol. 7, No. 3, page 84) Michael L.
Eidsness Jr. wrote, “The Philippine Olympic
Games stamps will be available through the
Philippine Trade Commission, 910 Seventeenth Street, Washington, April 14. The
three values – 2¢, 6¢ and 18¢ – will be sold
for 12 cents, American money. But the stamps
are poor specimens of the engraver’s art,
poorly printed and on poor paper.” Eidsness
misidentified the highest value as 18¢ and
incorrectly referred to the set as the Olympic
Games stamps.
The stamps were sold only in sets4 and
printed in sheets of 35. The baseball stamp
was printed five across and seven deep, the
others seven across and five deep. They were
perforated 12 with no watermark.

philatelic topic, why does the Philippines 1934
baseball issue not hold a more revered spot in
the hearts of topical collectors? On May 13,
1934 the Washington Post reported that the
first consignment available in Washington DC
“sold out in record time at the Philippine Trade
Commission.” Another shipment was due
to arrive in Washington on May 21 but that
allotment was pre-sold. Officials requested a
third consignment to satisfy future requests.5
The first printing totaled 100,000 sets.
In 1934, U.S. collectors were perhaps preoccupied with the issue of the Mother’s Day
stamp and the forthcoming National Parks
set that had been talked about for almost a
decade. Another factor could be that PI #380
was deemed “foreign” with lackluster design
and quality. It would be five years before the
U.S. issued its first baseball-related stamp and
that issue carries much more prestige today
than PI #380. The U.S. stamp was a low cost

Where is the respect for this stamp?

4

With baseball the national pastime in
the U.S. and now a leading contemporary
10 The Texas Philatelist March-April 2007

Stamps, May 12, 1934, Vol 7, No. 6, Whole 87, page
205, under U.S. Notes, Philippine Stamps.
Washington Post, “Eastern Games Stamps Expected
Tomorrow,” May 20, 1934, page A9.
5

3-cent single noting sandlot baseball in 1939.
To get the Philippine baseball stamp a collector
had to buy the set of three – a 12-cent outlay.
Worth mentioning is that on May 11, 1934,
the most devastating storm in the “Dust Bowl”
removed massive amounts of top soil from the
Great Plains of America. Pennies were hard to
come by in the Depression.
The U.S. was the fifth nation to issue a
baseball stamp. Colombia issued a stamp
featuring baseball in January 1935; Nicaragua
1937; and Panama 1938.

The 1934 Games
So what about the 10th Far Eastern Championship Games? They were held in a new
sports complex later known as Rizal Memorial
Stadium. It is still in use.
The largest representation of athletes–500–
in event history came from four competing
nations – Philippines, Japan, China and Dutch
East Indies. French Indo China entered but
failed to appear. Women competed in some
exhibition sports.
Baseball—The Philippines won the title
by stomping China, 8-0. The Filipinos earlier
defeated Japan, 7-1. Japan, in turn, whipped
China 20-1. (A collateral piece in the collec-

tion is a very fine ticket stub to the first baseball
game held at the games. The price had been
reduced from 2-pesos to 1-peso.).
Basketball—The Philippines won its
ninth championship, the only loss occurring
in 1921. The team was a source of national
pride, especially with a player named Jacinto
“Jumping Jack” Cruz. Another member of that
team, Herminio “Herr” Siliva, imposed a “big
freeze” (stall) during a game in the 1954 Asian
Games that resulted in a 30-second rule on
possession. China creamed Japan 42-27.
Swimming—Heavily-favored Japan, having won the Olympic Games swimming crown
at Los Angeles in 1932, easily won in Manila.
Reizo Koike set an unofficial world record of
2:43.8 in the 200-meter breaststroke.
Track and Field—Japan dominated with
several meet records. The standings were Japan 101 points, Philippines 57, China 7, and
Dutch East Indies 0.

Political demise of the Games

Held every two years beginning in 1913,
the 1934 meet became the last staged 5 under that format between nations such as the
Philippines, Japan, China, Thailand, Taiwan,
Malaysia and Hong Kong. A few months

The hurdler design on this cover bears the date of April 2, 1934. The actual first day was April 14, 1934 due
to late delivery of the stamps. Registered from H.J. Scofield to U.S. Likely posted from the Philippines on
April 14 as it arrived in New York May 16, about the correct time it took to reach the U.S. from Manila.
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before the 1934 Far Eastern Championships Japan attempted to get
Manchukuo entered in the games.
According to meet rules, admission
required unanimous consent of
member nations. China said it would
be tantamount to recognizing a new
nation in what was rightfully their
territory and threatened to withdraw
from the Games if Manchukuo was A ticket stub for one of the baseball games. Note that the price
allowed. A meeting in Shanghai broke was cut in half, to what amounted to half a U.S. dollar.
up without a decision.6
factually a country that no nation other than
The Games were then dissolved by a joint Japan has recognized diplomatically. If not dedeclaration between the Philippines and Japan. liberately intended for humiliation, certainly
The remaining nations formed the Athletic it would serve that purpose. China is quite
Association of the Orient. They planned for right, under the circumstances, in withdrawa new event at Tokyo in 1938 called “Eastern ing, but it will be a long time before we can
Championship” but it was cancelled.
understand why the Philippines were a party
The American-owned Manila Bulletin re- to such a shabby procedure.”7
ported, “In effect, the Japanese are determined
(Special thanks to Philippine philatelic spethat China, of all nations, should recognize
cialists Dr. Tommy Sim of Houston and Craig
6 New York Times, no title, April 15, 1934 page 24.
Eggleston of Dallas for their encouragement and
7 Ibid, “Manchukuo Recognized,” May 22, 1934, page
support. This research would have been woefully
41.
incomplete without their unselfish generosity.)

Airmail service from the Philippines to the U.S. did not begin until 1937 and in 1934 airmail within the
Philippines was sporadic. Covers to the U.S. that have airmail handstamps were sent by ship to the U.S.
where they entered airmail service. Covers have been found with domestic airmail and airmail-registered
usage. This one has been signed by baseball great Joe DiMaggio and features a duplex handstamp and
machine cancellation dated August 7, 1934.

12 The Texas Philatelist March-April 2007

Astronaut Hank Hartsfield to speak at ATA show
By Ray Cartier
rganizers of the National Topical Stamp Show 2007
have booked retired astronaut Henry W. “Hank”
Hartsfield, Jr. of Houston as the guest speaker for the
awards banquet. The annual show of the American Topical
Association is scheduled June 15-17 at the Sheraton Grand
Hotel-DFW Airport, in Irving, Texas.
Hartsfield’s experience with the National Space and
Aeronautics Administration (NASA) is formidable—he
logged 483 hours in space during three missions from
1982-85. He also may be unique among the astronauts as
he is a committed stamp collector, specializing in Austria;
past collections include gliders on stamps and space covers.
And, he is a member of the Texas Philatelic Association.
At TOPEX 1977, as the ATA show was then called,
Hartsfield came to Dallas as an unflown rookie astronaut
making one of his first public appearances as a NASA
Henry “Hank” Hartsfield
speaker. Now, 30 years later, he returns to update his
(Photo courtesy NASA)
experiences.
Prior to Hartsfield’s talk at the June 16 awards banquet, a live Texas mariachi group will
serenade the diners to add to the overall Texas theme of the show. At the president’s reception
on Friday night, an excellent country music act, The Furlong Sisters will entertain those who
choose to attend the reception dinner.
Because the Johnson Space Center is in Houston, Texas, NASA plays a significant role in
this Texas-themed stamp show. The space agency is loaning the ATA several space artifacts to
display at the Space Unit Society table.
Pre-registration forms and a show prospectus are now available from the ATA Central
Office. Reservations for tours of Dallas-Fort Worth area attractions on Thursday, June 14th
and Monday, June 18th are also being taken. Rooms are still available at the Sheraton Grand
Hotel-DFW Airport for only $89.00, plus tax.
For more information about pre-registration and other activities, contact the American
Topical Association by mail at P.O. Box 57, Arlington, TX 76004-0057; by e-mail at americantopical@msn.com, or by visiting their website www.americantopicalassn.org.

O

HAVE MORE FUN! COLLECT PRECANCELS!

TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB
Come to our next meeting:
Friday and Saturday, October 12-13, 2007
Country Inn & Suites, 2200 Mercado Drive
Fort Worth, Texas
For more information: John C. Foster
retsof@texas.net or call (512) 346-8253
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’32 TPA convention reflected simpler times
By Arthur P. von Reyn
n the period between the two World Wars,
conventions of the Texas Philatelic Association were significantly different than those we
now experience; they were more equivalent to
today’s typical local stamp club meeting, only
with many more folks attending.
The 36th Annual Convention of the Association, held May 7-8, 1932 in Waco, occurred
during some of the darkest days of the Great
Depression. Stamp shows, with their trappings
of exhibits, dealers and show cachets, were a
rare event, usually hosted by national stamp
groups like the American Philatelic Society or
the Society of Philatelic Americans.
Most stamp collectors living in larger
towns could conveniently satiate their appetites for acquisitions by either participating in a stamp club or visiting a local stamp
shop. Those in rural areas or small towns
who couldn’t occasion a visit to the “big city”
were limited to the options of buying new
issues at the post office, ordering from dealers
through the mail, or visiting the local five and
dime where a good assortment of H.E. Harris “Honor Built” stamp packets might be in
evidence.
The Association’s annual
convention was
apparently the
major philatelic
event in Texas
in the early
1930s, drawing
a considerable
portion of the
membership.
Judging from
T.E. Flick of Galveston, shown the number of
here in a cutout from a 1923 member numgroup photo, served two one- bers issued up
year terms as TPA president,
to that time,
being first elected at the 1931
convention and winning a sec- probably the
ond term the following year.
entire mem-

I
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bership amounted to no more than 200 or
so collectors.
In the April 5, 1932 edition of Stampitis,
as the Association’s official journal was then
dubbed, members were invited to come to
Waco and “Bring your collection. If it is too
large, bring a part of it. You will find others
who are interested and you yourself will get
great pleasure out of showing your stamps.”
More than 60 collectors turned out for the
convention, the main attractions being plenty
of opportunities to visit with fellow collectors,
a business meeting, a banquet and what was
apparently the highlight of the entire affair,
an auction.
Members began arriving as early as Friday
at the official convention hotel, the Waco Hilton, which offered rates of $2 to $3 for rooms
with single beds or $3.50 to $5 for those with
double or twin beds.
The Chamber of Commerce Building, depicted on the backside of the official program,
was the location for convention activities.
The business meeting was scheduled to
begin at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday afternoon, but
was preceded in the morning by registration,
socializing and events designed to interest
children in collecting.
The children participated in four contests;
Jane Katherine Beville, who operated a stamp
shop in Waco until passing away last year and
was then 14-years old, won for the neatest and
most original display of stamps. Other kid’s
contests were for the most interesting stamp
on cover; another for a sheet showing “My
favorite stamp and why” and lastly, for the best
essay on “Why I collect Postage Stamps.”
After lunch, but before the business
meeting was gaveled to order, members were
awarded prizes for accomplishments, some of
would be considered dubious today. In addiAll images in this article courtesy of the Wineburgh
Philatelic Research Library at the University of Texas
at Dallas.

Why was a Swiss definitive depicting William Tell’s son so prominently featured in the TPA’s 36th Annual
Convention program? The reason may be lost to time, but the major philatelic commemoration of the
year, George Washington’s birth bicentennial, did receive a passing nod on the back cover.

tion to an award for the collector who came the
furthest distance, members were recognized for
being “the tallest, the shortest, the fattest and
the leanest” as well as for looking “most like
a collector.” The Association’s president, T.E.
Flick was voted fattest and J. Delano Bartlett
of El Paso won for coming the farthest.
One item on the business session’s agenda
was a proposal to amend the bylaws to allow

local clubs to join as chapters. A resolution
to that effect was adopted; shortly thereafter
the Houston Philatelic Society was awarded
Chapter No. 1 and the El Paso Philatelic
Society followed as No. 2.
A committee was formed “who are to accumulate information with reference to Texas
Provisionals and Postal Markings, with the
hope that this information may be printed in
The Texas Philatelist March-April 2007 15

Stampitis, as the TPA’s journal was then titled, summarized the goings on at the 1932 TPA convention
over a two-page span. As the publication was just four pages in length, the convention coverage utilized
half the space. The entire June 24, 1932 edition has been posted for viewing on the TPA website in the
resources area of the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org.
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book form by the Association.”1
Also held was an election. T.E. Flick of
Galveston was reelected the Association’s
president; Fred Green of Fort Sam Houston,
vice-president; R.E. Cheek of Houston,
secretary-treasurer; J.K. Strecker of Waco,
librarian; and H.E. Bailey of El Paso, sales
superintendent director.
As for the auction, the convention wrapup article in the June 24 edition of Stampitis
noted that “very few lots went begging. Prices
were good throughout except on foreign and
precancelled, where little demand was in
evidence.” A report in one of the local newspapers was a bit more specific, headlining its
convention report “Ten Confederate Stamps
Auctioned for $288.” The buyer was none
other president Flick, who must have been
quite well off to afford such a purchase during
the midst of the Great Depression. The stamps
were said to be a strip of six and a strip of four
Confederate postmaster provisionals from
New Orleans.2
A banquet, or what was termed a “subscription luncheon” in the convention program, was held in the evening at the Elite Café,
a 24-hour coffee shop located in downtown
Waco. The evening’s festivities were apparently
pretty informal, consisting of “short, snappy
speeches, stampic (sic) reminiscences, music
and a general good time.” Those who attended
were required to fork over 50-cents a plate.

Although the downtown Elite Café closed in
1961, a second location opened in 1941 on
the famous Waco traffic circle; the latter still
operates as the Elite Grille.
The convention resumed at 9:00 a.m. on
Sunday. The scheduled activity, according to
the convention program, was “General meeting for good of philately and swapping among
the boys. Stay until tired, have shown all your
treasures and have seen the other fellows.” Apparently the previous afternoon’s auction was
such a success that a second one was held. The
convention closed after the noon hour, once
the auction accounts had been settled.
Despite the request that participants bring
their collections to the convention, most
apparently didn’t. At the banquet “a very
worthwhile suggestion was made by Mrs.
(J.E.) Guest, asking that every collector who
attends the next convention, bring part of his
collection along, and it is hoped that all will
follow this suggestion.”
(Editor’s Note: Thanks to Tom Koch, program
manager for the McDermott Library at the
University of Texas at Dallas, for his assistance
in helping research and retrieve certain items
required for publication of this article.
The Wineburgh Philatelic Library within
the McDermott Library is the repository for the
Texas Philatelic Association archives. Donations
of materials related to the history of the TPA are
always welcome.)

In 1933, Harry M. Konwiser published a 72-page monograph titled Texas Republic Postal System: A Brief
Story Relating to the Post Office and Postal Markings of the Republic of Texas through H.L. Lindquist of New
York. The story includes post office routes and postal markings of the Republic and the early Texas state period.
In the foreword, Konwiser essentially calls the “Texas Philatelic Society” a sponsor of the book and thanks T.E.
Flick, A.H. Schumacher, Ed Dorchester, Fred Green, J. Fred Lentz, Robert Chambers and the Rosenberg Library.
And in the May 1933 American Philatelist (Vol. 46, No. 8, pp393), Konwiser wrote a piece titled “Mexican War
Provisionals Handstamp-Mail, 1846-1848.” It is full of Texas markings, etc.–Austin, Brazos, Brazos St. Jago,
Brownsville, Point Isabel, Galveston, Houston, Matagorda, etc.
TOM KOCH
1

In the 2005 edition of the Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps and Covers, covers with a strip
of five of the five-cent brown New Orleans provisional are valued at $5,000. Covers with five of the two-cent blue
are quoted at $30,000. No values are cited for larger multiples.
2

FOR UPDATED INFORMATION ON SHOWS AND BOURSES VISIT:

www.texasphilatelic.org
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OPS Sales Circuits at TEXPEX ‘07
Visit our booth and see what we offer!
 TPA members can now
buy and sell in the OPS
Sales Division; OPS membership is not required for
TPA members.
 Circuits are designed for
the general collector.
 Profit sharing.
 Postage rebates.
 Collector and chapter
circuits available.
SALES AND
SIGN UP AT
TEXPEX ‘07

Get your circuit on the way even faster by signing up at
www.texasphilatelic.org. Just click on the OPS icon!
Yes, I want to participate in the Oklahoma Philatelic Society Sales Division!
Check one:  I’m convinced, place me on a circuit right away!
 I need more details. Please send more information to me as soon
as possible.*
 I want to sell stamps. A check is enclosed for
blank books
at 75¢ each (price includes postage).
Name
Address

Apt.

City



Home Phone (

State
)

 TPA or  OPS Number

Send to: OPS Sales Division
P.O. Box 2179
Muskogee, OK 74402-2179
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Zip

TPA AND OPS MEMBERS
MUST BE IN GOOD STANDING
TO PARTICIPATE

texas connection
Galveston namesake was Revolutionary War hero
Arthur P. von Reyn
Because he never fought alongside other
famous patriots, Bernardo de Gálvez hasn’t
received justly deserved acclaim as a hero
of the American Revolution. Nonetheless, his
exploits in the service of Spain helped turn
the tide for the American Colonies.
Born in 1746 in a mountain village in
southern Spain, he followed the family tradition of military service. In 1762, he served as
a lieutenant in a war with Portugal and then
accompanied his uncle to Mexico. Promotions followed; in 1769 he was sent to the
northern border to quell Indian uprisings.
During campaigns from 1770-71 in the
vicinity of the Pecos and Gila rivers, he was
wounded twice but distinguished himself as
a military leader. Paso de Gálvez on the Pecos
River is named after him.
He returned to Spain in 1772 but arrived
in Louisiana four years later, becoming the
province’s governor on January 1, 1777. By
that time the American Revolution was underway and Gálvez assisted the Colonies by
allowing only American, French and Spanish
navigation of the Mississippi River.
After Spain declared war on Great Britain
on June 21, 1779, Gálvez was named general
of the Spanish colonial forces in America and
began to raise an army consisting of Spanish
regulars, Indians, Creoles and free AfricanAmericans. The governor of Texas complied
with a request to furnish the 10,000 head of
cattle needed to help the feed the army.
With 1,400 men, Gálvez defeated the British in battles at Manchac, Baton Rouge and
Natchez in the fall of 1779. His force grew to
2,000 men during the siege of Fort Charlotte
at Mobile; the British surrendered there on
March 14, 1780, an event for which the U.S.
issued a bicentennial postage stamp.
Gálvez ended his Gulf campaign in the
spring of 1781 by leading 7,000 men in a
land-sea siege against the Pensacola, the Brit-

ish capital of
West Florida.
A year later, he
captured the
British naval
base at New
Providence,
Bahamas and
was targeting
Jamaica when
the war ended
in 1783.
After a
brief respite in
Spain, Gálvez
was recalled In 1980, Bernardo Gálvez was
to the New honored on a stamp issued to
note the bicentennial of the deWorld in the feat of the British at Mobile.
fall of 1784 to
serve as captain-general and governor of
Cuba. His father, who was the viceroy of New
Spain at the time, died shortly after Gálvez’
arrival in Cuba. He was named his father’s
successor and moved to Mexico City, whose
populace had just begun to suffer from famine and plague caused by an extreme cold
spell. He quickly endeared himself with the
people by opening up government coffers
and even giving 12,000 pesos for relief from
his own inheritance.
While he was viceroy, he ordered José de
Evia to conduct a survey of the Gulf Coast;
consequently, the largest bay in Texas was
christened Bahía de Gálvezton, a name which
was later altered to Galveston Bay.
In the fall of 1786, he became ill, dying on
November 30 at the age of 40. Because the
audiencia, the local judicial council, was less
than pleased with his good works, rumors
persisted that he had been poisoned.
(Editor’s Note: The Galvez Project website at
www.hispanicamericanheroesseries.com has
more information about this unsung hero of the
American Revolution.
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Youngsters thank TPA for contest prizes
By Jane King Fohn
aley Grable, a seven-year old of Manhattan, Kansas, won the Texas Philatelic
Association’s 2006 Youth Holiday Stamp Design Contest. Her drawing was on the cover
of the November-December 2006 issue of The
Texas Philatelist. She is pictured here with her
new H.E. Harris Traveler Stamp Album, and
prizes. In her note, she thanks us for
“All the cool stamps and stamp supplies. I
can’t wait to start collecting and putting in international stamps in my new stamp album. (My
brother is so jealous.) It was so amazing to see
my design on your cover. Please thank the Texas
Philatelic Association for this honor. Please tell
me how to join. Thank you again.”
All the winning youngsters’ artwork was
featured within the November-December edition of The Texas Philatelist.
Janet Collmer is the leader of the St. Mary’s
School Stamp Club in Clinton, New York.
She “made an appointment at school to give
out the prizes at lunch time” as she thinks her
“stamp club kids should be recognized in front
of the whole student body.”
Nancy Moore appreciates the prizes for
7½-year old Christopher Moore, and the
entrants’ packets for Joshua and Shannon.
Thirteen-year-olds, Adrian Garza (Houston)
writes that he “Can’t wait till the next contest
to enter;” Matthew Hoffman (Winter Park,
Florida) thanks TPA saying that he “Enjoyed
entering the contest;” and Nathan Jarvis (Conway, Arkansas) says “Thanks a bunch.”
Patricia Walter, leader for the Brookshire

H

2006 Youth Holiday Stamp Design Contest winner
shows off all her winnings.

Elementary School Stamp Club in Winter
Park, Florida, thanks us for our support of
stamp clubs around the country, especially in
working with her school.
Our Youth Holiday Stamp Design Contest, as you can see, is successful due to the
support of TPA members and the TPA Foundation. It is not too soon to think about donations for prizes for the 2007 contest. Why not
put aside some items as you spend this early
spring indoors with your collections?
Donations and inquiries about the Youth
Holiday Stamp Design Contest may be addressed to Jane Fohn, 10325 Little Sugar
Creek, Converse TX 78109-2409; e-mail
janekfohn@sbcglobal.net.

Why isn’t your ad right here?
This edition went to 2,000+ collectors in Texas!

TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT JOURNAL, CONTACT:

The Texas Philatelist Manager
305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080

Phone (972) 783-0958 • E-mail tpeditor@sbcglobal.net
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BUYING & SELLING
WORLDWIDE STAMPS & COVERS
at TEXPEX 2007, Booth #303

MOUNTAINSIde
STAMPS
Post Office Box 116
Mountainside, NJ 07092

TEL: (908) 232-0539

E-mail: tjacks@bellatlantic.net

UNITED STAT E S
Singles, used and unused • Plate Blocks
Booklet Panes and Booklets BOB • Ducks
Revenues • Sheets • FDCs • Micronesia • U.N.
CANADA
Singles • Booklets • Plate Blocks • Revenues
BRITISH COMMON W E A LT H
All Areas — Specialty in Great Britain
Australia • New Zealand • Bermuda
WESTERN EUR O P E
Singles and Booklets from Germany • France
Italy • Vatican City • Greece • Switzerland
Liechtenstein • Belgium • Belgium • Netherlands
Luxembourg • Portugal • Spain • Scandinavia
ASIA
Japan • Hong Kong • Macao • Malaya
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TEXPEX 2007 fetes first U.S. postage stamps

By Tom Koch
EXPEX 2007, set for April 13-15 in Dallas, will serve up outstanding examples of the 1847
Franklin and Washington issues, the first general-issue U.S. postage stamps. The 160-yearold stamps are from the incomparable collection owned by William H. Gross, considered one
of the most accomplished philatelists in the world today.
The show again hosts the annual meeting of the Texas Philatelic Association and returns for
the 11th consecutive year to the Doubletree Hotel Dallas Near the Galleria, 4099 Valley View
Lane at the Midway Road exit of the Lyndon B. Johnson Freeway.
This exhibition is celebrating “United States Postal Issues, 1847-2007” in recognition of
the national meeting of the United States Stamp Society. The organization is dedicated to the
study of all U.S. postage stamp issues.
The 1847 display will feature rare blocks of the five-cent brown Franklin issue and the tencent black Washington issue. Also on view with
be a unique cover featuring the first U.S. issue
TPA ANNUAL MEETING
and the first Canadian issue.
The Annual Meeting of the Texas
Like last year’s show, when the ultra-rare
Philatelic Association will be held from
10:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. on April 14 in
siderographer block of the 1918 Inverted Jenny
the Ebony Room of the Doubletree Hotel
airmail was displayed, arrangements were made
Dallas Near the Galleria.
through Charles Shreve of Shreves Philatelic
The gathering will be preceded at
Galleries of Dallas and Mr. Gross.
9:00 a.m. by a Board of Directors meetThe 111th annual meeting of the Texas
ing in the same room.
Philatelic
Association will begin at 10 a.m. and
The TPA Foundation’s Board of
be
followed
by Rex H. “Jim” Stever’s presentation
Trustees will meet for a dutch treat
“Republic of Texas Postal History.”
breakfast at 8:00 a.m. in the hotel’s
The TPA will also hold its semi-annual board
Season’s Restaurant.
A special treat is Rex H. “JIm”
of directors and TPA Foundation trustees meetStever’s presentation “Republic of Texas
ings, both of which are always open to the entire
Postal History,” which will immediately
membership.
follow the annual meeting.
The TPA will operate its recruitment table
during the entire show. In addition, members
will be able to purchase items from the Oklahoma Philatelic Society (OPS) circuit books and
drop off lots for the upcoming TPA/OPS mail auction.
At the awards banquet on Saturday, April 14, special honors will be given to TPA members,
including the Forcheimer Philatelic Literature Award and, depending upon eligible nominees,
the Distinguished Philatelic Texan Award.
The show will feature exhibits vying in the World Series of Philately plus a bourse consisting
of more than 30 national and regional dealers. Scheduled events include an opening ceremony
with U.S. Postal Service dignitaries, seminars, and a special cachet and cancel relating to the
show theme. Show hours are Friday, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. -6 p.m.; and Sunday,
10 a.m.-4 p.m.
TEXPEX is a public exhibition with no admission or parking fees. It is organized and presented annually by the Southwest Philatelic Foundation with sponsorship by the TPA and TPA
Foundation and support from the Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society, the Mid-Cities Stamp
Club, the Wineburgh Philatelic Research Library at the University of Texas at Dallas, the Collectors Club of Dallas and the American First Day Cover Society Fred C. Sawyer Chapter.

T
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TEXPEX  2007

Doubletree Hotel Dallas Near the Galleria
4099 Valley View Lane, Dallas, Texas 75244

(At the northwest corner of LBJ Freeway & Midway Road)

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Friday - April 13

11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Exhibition and Bourse opens, Grand Ballroom.
Opening Ceremony, Grand Ballroom.
Exhibition and Bourse closes.
Texas Postal History Society “Spring Fling” for members, Hospitality Suite.

Saturday - April 14
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Texas Philatelic Association Foundation, Board of Trustees Meeting and Breakfast,
Seasons Restaurant.
United States Stamp Society, Board of Directors Meeting, Teak Room.
Texas Philatelic Association, Board of Directors Meeting, Ebony Room.
Exhibition and Bourse opens, Grand Ballroom.
Texas Philatelic Association, 111th Annual Meeting, Ebony Room.
Texas Philatelic Association, Seminar, “Republic of Texas Postal History” by Rex
H. “Jim” Stever, Ebony Room.
Universal Ship Cancellation Society Nimitz Chapter, Lunch, room TBA.
Texas Postal History Society, Open General Meeting, Executive Boardroom.
United States Stamp Society, General Meeting, Ebony Room.
American First Day Cover Society Fred Sawyer Chapter 56, General Meeting, and
Seminar, “The New York Stock Exchange 200th Anniversary Issue,” Teak Room.
American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors, Seminar, “An Open Forum on
Exhibiting,” Teak Room.
Critique of Exhibits by the Panel of Judges, Ebony Room.
Exhibition and Bourse closes.
Cash Bar, Garden Terrace Room.
TEXPEX Awards Banquet, Garden Terrace Room. Tickets $40 each at the registration
table. Public is encouraged to attend and enjoy the banquet.

Sunday - April 15
10:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.

Exhibition and Bourse opens, Grand Ballroom.
TEXPEX closes until TEXPEX 2008, April 18-20, 2008.

The Doubletree Hotel Dallas Near the Galleria show rate is $98 single/double.
Reservations must be made by April 1, 2007. The national reservations number
is 1 (800) 222-8733. The local number is (972) 385-9000.
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FREE ADMISSION ● FREE PARKING

It isn’t easy, but . . .

WE CARRY
THE WORLD!
SEE OUR

HUGE

STOCK OF

UNITED
STATES
AND

“We carry more stamps at
shows than just about anybody.”

FOREIGN

US: The Works! #1 right up to date, mint, used, plates, BOB, etc.
FOREIGN: Millions of stamps, 20¢ to $5000, A to Z!

~Jim and Sue Dempsey~

A&D STAMPS AND COINS
2541 Venado Camino • Walnut Creek, CA 94598
(925) 935-8212 • FAX (925) 935-9277

Visit us at TEXPEX 2007, Booth A-3
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OPS Sales Division has super year in 2006
By Gil Weisser
he year just past was another super one for the Sales Division of the Oklahoma Philatelic
Society (OPS). The profit-sharing feature was triggered and participation was opened up
to members of the Texas Philatelic Association.
The profit sharing feature includes purchase credits, which are presented to buyers in years the
Sales Division increases its net worth. They are based on full $50 increments of purchases.
There were 231 increments of $50 purchases
in 2006, with each increment worth $5 in Sales
OPS Sales Division on
Division purchase credits. Most buyers received
hand at TEXPEX 2007!
at least one credit.
The Sales Division of the Oklahoma
The purchase credits must be used in calenPhilatelic
Society will have a table at
dar year 2007. They are as good as U.S. currency
TEXPEX
2007,
to be held April 13-15 at
as far as OPS purchases are concerned and are
the Doubletree Hotel Near the Galleria
directly deductible from the amount due on the
in Dallas.
“Report of Sales” form.
Collectors will be able to see the
In 2006, five Texas clubs participated in
type material that is offered and make
the OPS sales division, earning a total of $310
purchases.
in purchase credits. Three individuals in Texas
Members of the Texas Philatelic Association and the Oklahoma Philatelic
earned $45 in purchase credits.
Society may sign up to receive circuits
Sellers also participate in profit sharing by
during the show. Blank sales books will
receiving a small rebate on the commissions
also be available for those who wish to sell
charged. Three collectors in Texas whose sales
stamps through the Sales Division.
books were retired in 2006 received checks
The table will be located in the entotalling $2,350, which is after the deduction
trance vestibule, next to that for the Texas
of commission and return postage.
Philatelic Association.
All individuals and clubs who are members
in good standing of the Texas Philatelic Association are eligible to participate in OPS Sales Division as buyers or sellers.
To request a selection, simply mail in the coupon that appears in this edition of The Texas
Philatelist or go online to www.texasphilatelic.org and select the “Request/Discontinue OPS
Sales Circuits” option under the “At Your Service” heading on the home page.
To purchase blank sales books, write to: OPS Sales Division, P.O. Box 2179, Muskogee OK
74402-2179. Remit 75¢ for each book desired; postage and handling is included.

T

The Texas Philatelist March-April 2007 25

Variety of activities boosts club attendance
By Arthur P. von Reyn
n the last issue, I discussed the importance
of the newsletter as a vehicle for attracting
members to your stamp club meetings.
The next hurdle in building a successful
group is to satisfy your clientele each time
they gather.
There are typically two major components
to a stamp club meeting, a business session and
the program. To that I recommend adding a
third—“the smörgasbord.”
I’m not talking about food, but rather
a variety of other activities, each of which
will appeal to only a limited portion of the
membership, but when taken in toto provide
an experience that will maximize meeting
turnout.
Let’s face it, the heyday of the general collector passed more than a half century ago;
today’s philatelists have a diverse range of
often quite specialized collecting interests. If
your club meetings still consist of primarily a
business session and a program, that could be

I

Business matters may be an essential part of a
meeting, but can become tedious if discussions
are allowed to run too long. Appoint committees
to consider complex or contentious matters and
report back to the membership.
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Editor’s Note: This article is the second in
a series on how to inject new life in your
local stamp club.
one reason for poor attendance.
Now, let’s take a look at each of the three
components I’ve just summarized.

THE BUSINESS SESSION
I’m not a big fan of the business session,
and don’t know of many individuals who are.
However, they are an essential portion of a
meeting, so the trick is to prepare an agenda,
stick to it and avoid lengthy discussions.
The agenda of a business session usually
consists of a roll call of members, introduction of visitors and guests, announcements,
reading of the last meeting’s minutes and
acceptance thereof, the treasurer’s report and
its approval, committee reports, new and old
business and appointment of committees if
needed, and turning over the meeting to the
program chairperson.
For those few clubs that still call roll,
consider placing a sign-in sheet on a small
table at the meeting room entrance. Then
provide a section on the sheet, or a separate
one, for visitors and guests to sign in as well;
doing this permits quick introductions once
the gathering gets underway.
If your club has a newsletter, why not
put the minutes there? That way, the meeting
chairperson can say the minutes were printed
in the newsletter, and ask for a motion to
waive the reading if there are no corrections
to be made.
Should your treasurer be prone to lengthy
dissertations on the debits and credits, then
have him turn his report over to the newsletter editor as well.
Sometimes, lengthy discussions develop
on new or old business items that can chew
up an inordinate amount of time. Avoid this
by appointing a committee to hash things

out and report back to the
membership as a whole.

THE MAIN
ATTRACTION

The program is the main
attraction. If your club has
been around awhile, then the
old-timers surely have a feel for
what works and what doesn’t.
A new program chairperson
should be made aware of past
successes, so limited appeal
programs are scheduled on an Most collectors are quite willing to learn new things outside their own
specialized niches, so scheduling programs on unusual subjects can
infrequent basis.
As I mentioned previously, result in quite an enjoyable meeting for club members.
most collectors are pretty specialized in their closely to the collecting interests of one or
interests these days, but that doesn’t mean they more members.
aren’t open to hearing programs that don’t
Ask such a member to volunteer to present
pertain to what they collect.
the slide program. He or she is more likely
The key to success for a program chairper- to accept the invitation because no in-depth
son is variety and planning ahead. A tentative preparation is required. Then have the national
program calendar for an entire year should be society send the program directly to the volunlaid out in anticipation of the new club year. teer. Since the program will likely arrive well
Potential speakers should be contacted, slide in advance of the presentation date, instruct
or video programs booked, auctions scheduled the volunteer to preview the program and its
and so forth. Here’s a commentary on some of script, but instead of reading the script verthe more popular meeting programs:
batim at the meeting, discuss what’s depicted
THE LIVE SPEAKER. A speaker, par- on the slides based on personal experience,
ticularly a guest from outside the club, can skipping past the visuals that are not of parbe a great meeting draw, particularly if the ticular interest.
subject matter has broad appeal or is out of
THE AUCTION. One club standby is the
the ordinary. When engaging a speaker, be auction. An entire evening devoted to an aucsure he or she understands how long the pre- tion should be limited to once or twice a year,
sentation should be. The natives may become particularly if a group convenes only once a
restless after 30 or 45 minutes, no matter how month. Consider having a limit of 200 or 300
interesting or unusual the subject.
lots. A great way to make an auction go faster
THE SLIDE PROGRAM. Many program and get more lots sold is to have members
chairpersons consider scheduling one of these turn in their lots at a prior meeting and then
to be a desperation move. But with some publish a lot listing in the club newsletter.
advance planning, ordering a slide program
THE PANEL DISCUSSION. A panel
from one of the national or regional philatelic discussion can make for quite an interesting
societies can work quite well.
evening. The panel should consist of two
Most national societies make lists of slide or more “experts.” A moderator should be
programs (and sometimes other media like included on the panel if the audience is to
video or CD-ROM) available either by mail participate. Most any topic is fair game for
or on their websites. You may discover there panel discussions, but some good ones relate
are numerous programs that coincide or relate to collecting methods and techniques, passing
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on the authenticity of stamps, and identifying
“mystery” items. The latter is great for a “stump
the experts” variant of the panel discussion.
QUIZZES. Quizzes are a wonderful way
for club members to learn more about the
hobby. As with the panel discussion, the range
of possible topics is endless, but one should be
chosen that is familiar to at least a fair portion
of the membership. Be sure to include some
easy questions so everyone will mark some
answers correctly. Types of quizzes commonly
used at clubs are multiple choice, matching,
and fill-in-the blank. Award a few nice prizes
to those who get the most correct answers.
GAMES. There are innumerable games
that can be adopted for use at club meetings;
I’m just going to mention two. The most popular is the “philatelic scavenger hunt,” wherein
members are given a list of 20 or so items and
asked to find them depicted on stamps. This
can be a “homework” project using a difficult
list provided at a prior meeting. An alternative is the spread out a mixture at a meeting,
and have participants search for items on a
somewhat easier list. For the latter, be sure
to examine the mixture to make sure there is
at one example of every item requested. Set a
time limit and give a couple of nice prizes to
those who find the most listed items.
At the Mid-Cities Stamp Club in Arlington, a popular event each Christmas is “Shanghai Bingo.” Each member is asked to bring one
or more philatelic prizes, inserted in a sealed
envelope or box, and place them in a pile on a
table located at the front of the meeting room.
A game of bingo ensues in which every number
is drawn (i.e. “blackout” bingo). As members
begin to get bingos, they get to pick from the
pile one or more prizes, as determined by the
caller. The fun begins when the supply of prizes
in the pile is exhausted; after that happens,
then all those who get subsequent bingos can
“Shanghai” one or more prizes from another
player. When all the numbers have been called,
anyone who has lost all his or her prizes can
make a final “Shanghai,” as long as the victim
is left with at least one prize.
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NOW FOR SOME VARIETY

Even with the most fantastic schedule
of programs the world has ever seen, there’s
always a certain percentage of members for
whom that is not enough to warrant attending meetings on a regular basis. That’s why
a variety of other activities can make a huge
difference in meeting turnout:
BUYING, TRADING, SELLING AND
SOCIALIZING – Obviously, many members
come to a meeting in anticipation of making
new acquisitions or for socializing. Open the
doors at least a half hour before the official
meeting start so members have an opportunity
to accomplish this necessity.
MINI-AUCTION. Some clubs have
found having a small auction of around two
dozen lots at every meeting is a great way to
attract fence-sitters to meetings. For clubs that
have only a limited amount of time for meetings, a “silent auction” is a one alternative.
CIRCUIT BOOKS – Many clubs miss
out on this great attendance booster because
they fear losing money if not enough material
is sold. Every club should assess sufficient dues
to subsidize the postage and insurance fees on
circuit books should sales fall short of the level
necessary to cover such costs. To increase sales,
be sure to poll members as to what type material should be received. Whomever assumes the
duty of receiving the books and reconciling the
sales should be allowed “first dibs” and also be
permitted to request a couple of books related
to his or her specialty.
SHOW-AND-TELL – Collectors naturally want to show off unusual items in their
collections. Make show-and-tell a regular part
of meeting activities.
MIXTURE PICK – Good quality mixtures always seem to attract collectors, no
matter how esoteric or specialized their collecting interests. Try having a different one at
each meeting. Charge enough to cover most
of the cost in one or two outings, then sell the
balance at a club auction.
DOOR PRIZE – A donated door prize is
usually not much of a meeting draw. However,

spending $10 or $20 per meeting on a prize
can attract attention. If your club decides to
do this, consider drawing a name from a list
of the entire membership; if the person whose
name is drawn is not in attendance, roll the
unclaimed prize over to the next meeting and
add another one. Keep building the “jackpot”
until there’s a winner. Be sure and publish in
the newsletter the names of both the winners
and the losers.
RAFFLES – A raffle is one way to earn a
few extra dollars for the club, provided that
the prizes are decent. Any extra proceeds can
go towards funding door prizes, should your
group choose to do both.
LIBRARY – Most clubs don’t have a facility where a library can be kept. But at least
consider purchasing a set of Scott catalogues
and loaning them out to members for the
period between meetings. This works best for
clubs that assemble more than once a month.
When the new edition comes out, auction off
the old one by sealed bid.
REFRESHMENTS – Many members
enjoy light refreshments, particularly if they
must rush to a meeting after work. The duty
of providing coffee, soda, cakes, cupcakes, etc.
can be rotated among members or assigned to
a hospitality committee. Usually this activity
is scheduled before or after the evening’s principal activities; food and philatelic material

don’t mix well. An alternative is to schedule a
“dutch” treat dinner prior to the meeting at a
nearby restaurant.
In addition to the above type activities,
some clubs arrange special events away from
the usual meeting facility. Field trips can be
made to first-day of issue ceremonies, stamp
shows, post offices and museums. For many
clubs, the annual Christmas party or picnic is
one of the highlights of the year.
In my own experience as a stamp club
officer, I have tried most everything just
mentioned and most have proved successful.
The secret is to select ones that best suit your
size club. If your club is small, try ones that
don’t require much of a financial commitment.
Large groups or those with strong balance
sheets should consider laying out some cash
in order to try a wider range of these ideas.
Remember, fresh ideas keep an organization
alive and kicking; don’t let the status quo lead
to stagnation and a decline in attendance.
Perhaps your club conducts other activities
that are well received. Please write or e-mail
me so I can share them with your fellow TPA
members. My address is 10512 Countess
Dr., Dallas, TX 75229-5103; e-mail apvr@
texasphilatelic.org.
In the next installment of this series, I’ll
discuss some tools that will help publicize and
grow your club.

HUNT & CO.
WE
Buyers, Sellers and Appraisers
ARE
of Stamps for Collectors
Burnett Road, Suite 314
BUYING! 10711Austin,
Texas 78758
Telephone: (512) 837-9997 or (800) 458-5745
FAX: (512) 837-9904  E-Mail: bhunt@huntstamps.com
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calendar of events
Unless otherwise noted, admission and parking are free at all shows and bourses listed. Specific details
are not provided for repeating events beyond the first insertion. For inclusion on this calendar and the
one on our website www.texasphilatelic.org select the “Philatelic Event Registration” option under
the “At Your Service” heading on the website home page or prepare the data in the format below and
write to: Douglas Moss editor, The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

MAR. 3-4
2007

TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR
Bourse at the Ramada Plaza Hotel, 7611 Katy Frwy., Houston, Texas. Hours:
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

MAR. 10-11
2007

TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR (New Location)
Bourse at the Richardson Civic Center, 411 W. Arapaho Rd., (Next to Richardson City Hall), Richardson, Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

MAR. 16-17
2007

TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB SPRING ROUNDUP
Spring auction and bourse of the Texas Precancel Club at the Clarion Inn,
1503 S. Texas Ave., College Station, Texas. Hours: Friday 9 a.m. to ? p.m.,
Saturday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Auction on Saturday at 2 p.m. Contact: Katherine
Foster, khfoster@tex.net.

APR. 13-15
2007

TEXPEX 2007
The 111th annual exhibition and convention of the Texas Philatelic Association at the Doubletree Dallas Hotel Near the Galleria, 4099 Valley View Ln.
(I-635 at Midway exit), Dallas, Texas. Show features World Series of Philately
exhibits, bourse, youth booth, USPS substation, cacheted cover and show
cancellation. TPA meetings scheduled on Saturday as follows: Foundation
Trustees at 8:00 a.m.; Board of Directors at 9:00 a.m.; Annual Meeting at
10:00 a.m.; “Republic of Texas Postal History” program by Rex H. “Jim” Stever
at 10:30 a.m. Hours: Friday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Southwest Philatelic Foundation, P.O.
Box 835491, Richardson, TX 75083-5491.

APR. 28-29
2007

TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR
Bourse at the Marquis Inn, 2635 N.E. Loop 410 (Exit 25B at Perrin-Beitel Rd.), San
Antonio, Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

MAY 5-6
2007

TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR
See Mar. 3-4 listing for details.

JUN. 2-3
2007

TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR
See Mar. 10-11 listing for details.

JUN. 15-17
2007

NATIONAL TOPICAL STAMP SHOW
58th annual exhibition and convention of the American Topical Association at the Sheraton Grand Hotel - DFW Airport, 4440 W. John W. Carpenter
Frwy. (State Highway 114 at Esters Blvd. exit), Irving, Texas. Hours: Friday and
Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m to 4 p.m. Contact: ATA Central
Office, P.O. Box 57, Arlington, TX 76004-0057; (817) 274-1181.

JUL. 21-22
2007

TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR
See Mar. 10-11 listing for details.

30 The Texas Philatelist March-April 2007

JUL. 28-29
2007

ARK-LA-TEXAS COIN STAMP & CARD EXPOSITION
Coin, stamp and postcard exhibition of the Red River Stamp Society and
Shreveport Coin Club at the Bossier Civic Center, 620 Benton Rd., Bossier
City, Louisiana. Dealers, club exhibits, chance board, cachet, cancel and USPS
substation. Hours: Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

AUG. 4-5
2007

TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR
See Apr. 28-29 listing for details.

SEP. 14-16
2007

GREATER HOUSTON STAMP SHOW 2007
Annual exhibition and bourse of the Houston Philatelic Society at the
Humble Civic Center, 8233 Will Clayton Pkwy. (exit U.S. Hwy. 59 at Will
Clayton Pkwy. and go east), Humble, Texas. Features exhibits, 33-dealer
bourse, beginners’ booth, Sam Houston Philatelics auction, USPS substation,
cacheted cover and show cancellation. Hours: Friday-Saturday 10 a.m. to
6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Jonathan Topper, PMB 327, 8524
Highway 6 N., Houston, TX 77269-0042; jctopper@yahoo.com.

SEP. 29-30
2007

TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR
See Mar. 10-11 listing for details.

OCT. 12-13
2007

TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB FALL ROUNDUP
Fall auction and bourse of the Texas Precancel Club at the Country Inn &
Suites, 2200 Mercado Dr., Fort Worth, Texas. Hours: Friday 9 a.m. to ? p.m.,
Saturday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Auction on Saturday at 2 p.m. Contact: Katherine
Foster, khfoster@tex.net.

OCT. 27-28
2007

TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR
See Apr. 28-29 listing for details.

NOV. 2-4
2007

OKPEX 2007
Annual exhibition and bourse of the Oklahoma City Stamp Club at the
Express Event Center, 8512 Northwest Expy., Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
Show features APS World Series of Philately exhibits, dealer bourse, cacheted cover and show cancellation. Hours: Friday and Saturday 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Joe Crosby, 5009 Barnsteeple
Ct., Oklahoma City, OK 73142-5405; joecrosby@cox.net.

NOV. 10-11
2007

MID-CITIES STAMP EXPO
20th annual exhibition and bourse of the Mid-Cities Stamp Club at the
Grapevine Convention Center, 1209 S. Main St., Grapevine, Texas. Features
exhibits, 24-dealer bourse, beginners’ booth, giant mixture pick, silent auction, chance board, USPS substation, cacheted cover and show cancellation.
Contact Stanley Christmas, elvira6@swbell.net.

DEC. 1-2
2007

TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR
See Mar. 3-4 listing for details.

APR. 18-20
2008

TEXPEX 2008
See Apr. 13-15, 2007 listing for details.
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chapters in action
Reporting chapter activities is now fast and easy!

It’s now fast and it’s easy! To report the activities of your chapter or unit for publication
in this section of The Texas Philatelist, simply go to www.texasphilatelic.org and select
the “Chapter Reports” option under the “At Your Service” heading on the home page.
Minutes of meetings over a two-month period, along with special club activities, can be
reported at one time. Minutes may still be sent by mail to this address: Douglas Moss
editor, The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.
Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society (DPCPS): The first meeting of 2007 focused
on planning programs for the balance of the year. Marvin Hardee, Jr. suggested having a
“member spotlight” as part of meeting activities, with participants introducing themselves
and sharing stories on how they became philatelists.
At the February 14th gathering, Paul Witthoeft presented “Boy Scouts Stamp Merit Badge.”
On February 28, Dave Ahearn gave a brief talk about why he loves to collect George Washington; then, Rod Gabel and Marvin Hardee each gave “member spotlight” stories.
On March 14, Tom Siegel was scheduled to present “Collecting Covers.” The March 28
meeting activities were to include a “member spotlight” and a mini-auction. The special guest
speaker for April 11 meeting was to be Ray Cartier, the executive director of the American
Topical Association, speaking on “The New ATA.” The popular quarterly auction was to
highlight the April 25 session.
El Paso Philatelic Society: At the February 13 meeting, Dr. Bill Hall presented a program
on the stamps of Zululand. Mark Candelaria prepared a philatelic quiz. OPS circuit books
were also available.
The Mesilla Valley Stamp Club slated its 20th Biennial Postage Stamp Show, March 17-18.
at the Belton Bridge Center, 1214 East Madrid Ave, Las Cruces, New Mexico. The theme of
the show was to be the opening of Spaceport America and the first launch of a commercial
rocket from New Mexico’s premier launch facility.
Heart of Texas Stamp Club: The January 4 meeting had a good turnout to hear James
Fabbre discuss “Postal Fractional Currency.” Door prizes went to D.E. Bybee, James Fabbre
and Jancel Ellis; Lois Haynes won the raffle. Of the 45 auction lots, 18 sold for $47.50.
On February 1, 16 members and three guests heard Brad Schultz give a program about
the Stamps and Stories/Guide to Stamps series issued by the U.S. Postal Service from 19721981 and share with the club three earlier United States Postage Stamps books sold by the
U.S. Post Office Department between 1949 and 1970. James Berryhill displayed a century-old
postmaster’s account record book, which was donated to the club by the local post office.
Scott Gager won the raffle while Hubert Hanke and J.P. Jones grabbed the door prizes. The
evening concluded with an auction of 38 lots with 11 of them selling for $27.25.
Mid-Cities Stamp Club: Dick Phelps gave the January 3 Arlington program “Perforations.” Jim Camak announced that the Hurst Public Library wanted the club to put together
a display of stamps to be shown in the library display cabinets. The January 17th meeting in
Irving was canceled due to inclement weather. On February 7 in Arlington, Penni Phelps gave
her first presentation to the club, “U.S. Stamps designed by Al Hirschfeld.” At the February 21
get together in Irving, Harold Patterson presented “U.S. Definitives.”
The March 7 Arlington meeting was to be a “Clean the Closet” sale by David Stockbridge
and an APS slide show “Civil War Stamps & Postage.” On March 21 in Irving, an auction and a
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U.S. mixture pick was scheduled. Ken Wills’ discussion “Stamp Parasites” was slated for March
27 in Granbury. On April 4 in Arlington, members were to assemble to hear Ray Cartier promote this June’s National Topical Stamp Show in Irving with a program titled “ATA Stamp
Shows and How They Are Run.”
“Meet and Eat” continues to be held before Arlington and Irving meetings, at a different restaurant each time. Members gather between 5:00 and 5:30 and order food at 5:30.
Judy and Stanley Christmas can be contacted at (817) 656-2925 about the location of the
restaurants.
Planning has already begun on the 2007 Mid-Cities Stamp Expo, scheduled for November
10-11; one possible show theme being explored is the 100th anniversary of the incorporation of the city of Grapevine.
San Antonio Philatelic Association (SAPA): At the December 8 Christmas party, new
officers for 2007 were elected: Bob Joyce, president; Jane Fohn, vice-president; Fred Groh,
treasurer; and Ed Loch, secretary. Former SAPA president V. Glenn White passed away December 29 at the age of 79. On January 19, Jane Fohn gave her the program “Hill Country
Honkytonkin’ Rita: Labrador Retriever.” The program for February 16 featured a talk by Richard
Spies on the subject of Rocket Mail.
The club is working in partnership with Museo Americano Smithsonian, which will be
part of the Alameda, The National center for Latino Arts and Culture, in San Antonio. The
museum tells the story of the Latino experience in America and SAPA is providing stamps
for an exhibit that will feature Hispanics on U.S. stamps.
Weekly meetings are now being held at the MacArthur Park Lutheran Church, 2901
Nacogdoches Road.
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texas cancels
This is a listing of special pictorial cancels recently authorized for use in Texas, or of interest to collectors in
Texas. This information is excerpted from recent editions of The Postal Bulletin. If available, the sponsor of the pictorial
postmark appears in italics under the date. Sponsors are encouraged to submit copies of their artwork directly
to this publication as soon as practical; often the window for obtaining cancels is almost closed by the time
notice is published in The Postal Bulletin.
According to the U.S. Postal Service, requests for these cancels must be postmarked no later than 30 days following the indicated postmark date. All requests must include a stamped envelope or postcard bearing at least the
minimum first-class postage; items bearing postage issued after the postmark date will be returned unserviced.
Place the envelope or postcard in a larger envelope and address it to: PICTORIAL POSTMARKS, followed by
the NAME OF THE STATION, ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP+4 CODE, exactly as listed below (using all capitals and no
punctuation, except the hyphen in the ZIP+4 code). A larger SASE must be enclosed if the item submitted for a
special cancel is unaddressed.
January 8, 2007
San Antonio Stock Show and
Rodeo
SAN ANTONIO STOCK SHOW
AND RODEO STATION
CUSTOMER RELATIONS
10410 PERRIN BEITEL RD
SAN ANTONIO TX 78284-9998
January 12-13, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
MLK STATION
POSTMASTER
300 E SOUTH ST
ARLINGTON TX 76004-9998
January 12-February 3, 2007
Fort Worth Stock Show and
Rodeo
STOCK SHOW STATION
POSTMASTER
251 W LANCASTER AVE
FORT WORTH TX 76102-9998

January 20, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
CENTENNIAL STATION
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
ROTAN TX 79546-9998

February 14, 2007
City of Valentine
LOVE STATION
POSTMASTER
US HWY 90
VALENTINE TX 79854-9998
February 16–18, 2007
February 22–24, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
RODEO STATION
POSTMASTER
1 N ABE ST
SAN ANGELO TX 76902-9998
February 21, 2007
U.S. Representative for Texas
2nd Congressional District,
Judge Ted Poe
LANCE CPL ROBERT A MARTINEZ STATION
OFFICER IN CHARGE
1213 E HOUSTON ST
CLEVELAND TX 77327-9998
February 21, 2007
Historic Upshur Museum
MAILBOX MEMORIES STATION
POSTMASTER
405 CYPRESS ST
GILMER TX 75644-9998

January 26, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
EULESS POSTMASTER
SWEARING IN STATION
POSTMASTER
210 N ECTOR DR
EULESS TX 76039-9998

February 24, 2007
Regal Cinema Live Oak 18
MOTORCYCLE USPS STATION
POSTMASTER
10410 PERRIN BEITEL RD
SAN ANTONIO TX 78284-9998

February 10, 2007
University of Texas Institute of
Texas Cultures at San Antonio
Asian Festival
THE INSTITUTE OF TEXAS CULTURES STATION
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
SAN ANTONIO TX 78205-9998

March 12, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
STATION
POSTMASTER
725 ASH ST
PLAINVIEW TX 79072-9998

February 14, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
XXXS AND OOOS STATION
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
LOVING TX 76460-9998

April 13-15, 2007
Southwest Philatelic Foundation
TPA STATION
POSTMASTER
401 DFW TPKE
DALLAS TX 75260-9998
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The cancel depicted below is a common design; inscriptions differ for each location.

February 14, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
WITH LOVE AND KISSES STATION
POSTMASTER
4600 MARK IV PKWY
FORT WORTH TX 76134-99988

U.S. Postal Service
WITH LOVE AND KISSES STATION
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
GRANDVIEW TX 76050-9998

U.S. Postal Service
WITH LOVE AND KISSES STATION
POSTMASTER
530 N CROCKETT ST
GRANBURY TX 76048-9998

U.S. Postal Service
WITH LOVE AND KISSES STATION
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
LILLIAN TX 76061-9998

Buy-Sell
Stamps
Coins
Silver

Castle Stamp & Coin
P.O. Box 0096
Hewitt, TX 66643
George Kubal (254) 666-7755

U.S. Postal Service
WITH LOVE AND KISSES STATION
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
PERRYTON TX 79070-9998

U.S. Postal Service
WITH LOVE AND KISSES STATION
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
PLAINVIEW TX 79072-9998

U.S. Postal Service
WITH LOVE AND KISSES STATION
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
MIAMI TX 79059-9998

U.S. Postal Service
WITH LOVE AND KISSES STATION
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
SEAGRAVES TX 79359-9998

U.S. Postal Service
WITH LOVE AND KISSES STATION
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
TEXLINE TX 79087-9998

Please note that special cancels are often available
after the 30-day grace period has passed as many
postmasters do not return them promptly for destruction or the grace period is extended.

United States — Proofs & Essays
General Foreign

John T. Pearson

Fine Postage Stamps for Collectors
(210) 656-3135
P.O. Box 33312
San Antonio, TX 78265-3312

STAMP COLLECTIONS WANTED
I am always interested in buying collections and estates
of United States and Foreign Stamps and Covers. For
larger collections, I will visit you. I can offer many years
of experience as a professional stamp dealer in Texas (call
for a fr ee copy of my book
Fifty Years of Texas Philately).
You will find that I treat both you
and your stamps with the respect and
courtesy you deserve.

Charles Deaton
P.O. Box 340550
Austin, TX 78734
Phone (713) 927-9948

FROM JUNE-OCTOBER
Contact me on Cape Cod:
P.O. Box 2836
Orleans, MA 02653
Phone (508) 240-2683
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in memorium
Gordon Gray Bleuler: 1917-2007
Gordon Gray Bleuler, well-known in national collector
circles for his expertise in postal history, died January 31,
2007 from natural causes. In 2001, Mr. Blueler was named a
Distinguished Philatelic Texan, the Texas Philatelic Association’s
highest honor.
Mr. Bleuler was born in Muskogee, Oklahoma on January
9, 1917 and educated in the Tulsa school system. After being
graduated from Tulsa Central High in 1934 and then attending
the Tulsa Business College for two years, he went to work in
accounting at the Atlantic Refining Company (now Atlantic
Richfield or ARCO) in Dallas. He retired from the company in
1979, after 42 years of service.
His interest in the history of his home state of Oklahoma
GORDON GRAY BLEULER
prompted him to begin stamp collecting in the 1920s. “I was
intrigued with historical letters and docu- and foreign stamp collections as well.
ments that originated from the many small
Mr. Bleuler wrote articles that appeared in
towns and villages that were the beginning of The Texas Philatelist, The American Philatelist,
Oklahoma,” he told Helen Stewart, the writer The Texas Postal History Journal, and journals
of an article that was clipped from an ARCO for other study groups and societies. In 1970,
company organ.
he wrote a chapter for Alex L. ter Braake’s
At the age of 15, he was a founding Texas: The Drama of Its Postal Past. He was
member of the Oklahoma Philatelic Society. consulted and contributed illustrations when
He began to exhibit and win numerous the Collectors Club of Chicago published
awards before selling his collections in 1940 Walter Schmidt’s Encyclopedia of Texas Post
in order to make a down payment on a home Offices in 1993.
in Dallas.
Over the years, Mr. Bleuler exhibited
According to friend and collector Jim many of his favorite collections and received
Doolin, upon selling the collection of his numerous awards. He was a popular speaker
youth, Mr. Bleuler turned to collecting postal at stamp club meetings in the Dallas-Fort
history, “when there were probably weren’t Worth area. He became a life member of the
100 people in the country who knew what TPA in 1940 and also held a life membership
that meant.”
in the Oklahoma Philatelic Society. His other
Besides Oklahoma and Indian Territory, affiliations included the American Philatelic
Mr. Bleuler’s postal history collections encom- Society, United States Stamp Society, Britpassed a wide range—Alaska, Texas Republic ish North American Philatelic Society, Texas
and Statehood, Confederate States, the Union Postal History Society, Hawaiian Philatelic
Civil War period, Hawaii, Spanish-American Society and the Confederate Stamp Alliance.
War, Florida, Arizona, New Mexico, and San He held local club memberships in Tulsa, DalFrancisco. Some of his special collections las and Fort Worth, often serving in leadership
were the George Washburn correspondence, positions and on exhibition committees.
Upon being named a Distinguished Phila1893 Columbian Exposition, Valentines,
Christmas, Zeppelin Flights, Great White Fleet, telic Texan, Mr. Blueler was quoted as saying
firearm advertising covers, and illustrated “One of the major rewards of philately is the
postcards. He had numerous specialized U.S. great range of people that you meet and the
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number of philatelic friends you have over the years. The most unusual point about philately
is that age is no barrier…it is what you know and what you collect. Your race, beliefs or station
in life is no barrier. You are accepted because you are a philatelist.”
Mr. Blueler was a member of the Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church. He was preceded
in death by his wife Nina Ruth and is survived by his son Gordon Bleuler, Jr.; his brother Jack
H. Bleuler and sister-in-law Georgene Bleuler. Memorials may be made to the Preston Hollow
Presbyterian Church, 9800 Preston Road, Dallas, Texas 75230 or the charity of choice.
JANE KING FOHN, ARTHUR P. VON REYN

Henry Gonzales, Sr.: 1917-2006
Henry Gonzales, Sr., 89, of El Paso, Texas, passed away on
Veterans’ Day, November 11, 2006. He was born July 15, 1917 in
Monterrey, Mexico, and came to the United States in 1919.
He served with the United States Army for four years, and
spent three years in the South Pacific. Mr. Gonzales joined the
United States Post Office Department in 1954; and retired in
1975 after a back injury involving a Doberman pincher on his
route. He was a deacon of the First Presbyterian Church.
Mr. Gonzales began collecting stamps when he was twelve,
and continued trading into the 1990s. He organized, officiated,
and judged exhibits, and created unique philatelic souvenirs
and postal covers. His main interests were Japan, Mexico,
HENRY GONZALES, SR.
Canada, flowers, and postal history.
In 1989, Norma Watz of El Campo pre- Paso Philatelic Society; he served as president
pared a sketch about Henry for the TPA of the latter in the 1970s. At one time he was
archives. She asked about the changes in the a member of a number of specialty societies
and organizations in the southwest.
hobby over the years, and Henry replied,
He was general chairman for ELPEX ‘73. He
“Well, there have been so many changes,
it is hard for me to say much. I really approve assisted with the first day ceremony for the
of and like the Postal Service’s trying to pro- Whooping Crane stamp in 1957 in Corpus
mote the hobby. But they continue to flood Christi. In 1964, he began producing covers
the market with unnecessary issues and high starting with the John F. Kennedy first day.
His legacy for his family was love of eduprice stamps like so many other countries.
I think the hobby continues to grow and cation, travel and fine arts.
Henry Gonzales, Sr. is survived by his
think new collectors should concentrate on
certain countries or subjects as it is no longer wife Maria Teresa Gonzales; children Henry
(and never has been) wise to be a general and wife June Gonzales, Jr., Tara Patti and
husband Joe Joachim, Naomi and husband
collector.”
He concluded by stating that “He finds Charles Spiller, Robert Gonzales; and fifteen
stamps are tied to life all around us, and to grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren.
Contributions in his memory may be sent to
me, that makes it so interesting.”
Mr. Gonzalez joined the Texas Philatelic the Bruce Nehring Consort, P.O. Box 3708, El
Association in 1966, but resigned when he Paso, Texas 79923.
discontinued collecting during the last ten
JANE KING FOHN
years. He served on the TPA board of directors
(“In Memorium” continues on the next page
from 1970-1973. He was a lifetime member with tributes to James Peter Lavelle and Dr. Charles
of the American Philatelic Society, and the El S. Petty)
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James Peter Lavelle: 1931-2007
James Peter Lavelle passed away on January 12, 2007. Born March 25, 1931 in New York,
he was a long-time resident of San Antonio
following his retirement from the United
States Army
as a Sergeant
Major.
M r. L a velle was an
avid stamp
collector and
was active in
a number
of philatelic
societies. He
was a 23year member of the
JAMES PETER LAVELLE
Texas Philatelic Association, serving on the board of
directors 1986-1990. As a member of the Éire
Philatelic Association he was the founder of
the group’s Lone Star Chapter, serving as its
newsletter editor. He maintained a membership in the American Philatelic Society and
also belonged to the San Antonio Philatelic
Association, serving as a vice president.
His primary philatelic interests were
German North Atlantic catapult mail and
Irish registered mail. Another passion was
gardening.
Mr. Lavelle was an active member of Holy
Spirit Catholic Church, the Irish Cultural Society, and the Ancient Order of Hibernians.
James Peter Lavelle is survived by his
wife Margaret Lavelle; his son, Edward F.
Lavelle and wife Clare; stepdaughter, Linda
Fontenot; stepsons, George G. Fontenot and
wife, Randy; Jimmie B. Fontenot and wife,
Doris, Robert B. Stiles, Jr. and wife, Deb, Doss
M. Stiles, Kent Walker, and Walter M. Walker
and wife, Dawna; sister, Rose Smith; and 13
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by
his wife Rose Marie Lavelle.
Donations may be made to the American
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Kidney Fund, 6110 Executive Boulevard, Suite
1010, Rockville, Maryland 20852.
JANE KING FOHN

Dr. Charles S. Petty: 1920-2007
Dr. Charles S. Petty, an active participant
in Dallas philately for more than three decades, died January 9, 2007 due to medical
complications from two falls the previous
year.
Dr. Petty, 86, was Dallas County’s first
medical examiner; pioneering many practices
that are now routine. According to friend and
collector Tom Koch, “he was a soft spoken,
highly intelligent and generous man.”
Along with his wife Lois, he was the driving force behind the Dallas Philatelic Society
for 15 years, serving for a time as the group’s
president. In later years he helped staff the
organization’s Youth Fun Center at the TEXPEX stamp show, helping youngsters learn
about stamp collecting. He helped stage
Dallas Stamp Day from the late 1970s into the
1980s and also served on the board of the
Wineburgh
Philatelic
Research Library, which
co-sponsored the
event. He
was an early
recruit into
the Nimitz
Chapter of
the Universal
Ship Cancel
Society. He
DR. CHARLES S. PETTY
was an 18year member of the Texas Philatelic Association and was also affiliated with the
American Philatelic Society and the China
Stamp Society. His other collecting interests
included Chinese Treaty Ports, Manchurian
Local Overprints and Allied Expeditionary
Forces in Siberia.
Born in Lewiston, Montana on April 16,

1920, Dr. Petty lived on Guemes Island off the
Washington state coast as a child. He began
stamp collecting at age 10 and earned a Boy
Scout stamp collecting badge. After graduation from high school in Bellingham, he studied at the University of Washington, receiving
a bachelor’s degree in pharmacy in 1941.
A Navy gunnery officer during World War
II, he served on the USS Chester and saw action in the Battle of the Coral Sea as a part
of Task Force 17.
After the war, he received a master’s
degree in physiology from the University of
Washington and then earned a medical degree from Harvard Medical School in 1950.
According to his wife Lois, he stayed in
the Boston area for a while, but became
fascinated with forensic medicine while
working as a pathologist in New Orleans in
the mid 1950s. Before coming to Dallas in the
late 1960s, he was a pathologist in Maryland
where he was also a consultant, professor
and director of the Red Cross Program.

Dr. Petty became Dallas County’s medical
examiner in 1969. His office was the first in
the nation with both toxicology and crime
labs. He served on the forensic pathology
panel that reviewed the autopsy of President John F. Kennedy in 1978 and was also
responsible for identifying the victims of the
August 2, 1985 crash of Delta Flight 191 at the
Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport.
He was a professor of forensic science
and pathology at UT Southwestern Medical
School in Dallas from 1969 until he fell last
June. He also served a medical director of the
school’s Transplant Service center, reflecting
his interest in facilitating transplantation of
tissues and organs.
In addition to his wife, Dr. Petty is survived
by two sons, Daniel S. Petty of Vancouver,
Washington, and Charles S. Petty II of Dallas;
two daughters, Carol Catlin of Cleveland,
Texas, and Heather Lehman of Rowlett, Texas;
and five grandchildren.
ARTHUR P. VON REYN

Professionals Serving
The Philatelic
Community of Texas
For Information Contact:
GEORGE KUBAL
P.O. BOX 1196
HEWITT, TX 76643-1196
(817) 666-7755
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National Topical Stamp Show ’07
58th Annual Exhibition and Convention
of the American Topical Association

June 15-17, 2007
Sheraton Grand Hotel - DFW Airport
State Highway 114 at Esters Road
Irving, Texas
• World Series of Philately Thematic Exhibits
• 30+ Dealers with Topical and General Material
• Western-Themed Activities and Entertainment
• Youth Activity Day on June 16
• Awards Banquet with Astronaut Hank Hartsfield
• Free Collecting Seminars
• Two Topical Stamp First Day of Issues
• Special Cachets and Pictorial Cancellations
•U.S. Postal Service Sales Counter
• Tours of Dallas-Fort Worth Area Attractions

Free admission • Free Parking
The Sheraton Grand Hotel - DFW Airport show rate is $89 single or double (plus tax).
Reservations must be made by 5:00 p.m. CDT on May 23. Call the hotel toll-free
at (800) 345-5251 and mention the “American Topical Association” rate.

For show pre-registration, updates and further information, visit the ATA
website www.americantopicalassn.org/NTSS/ntss2007/ntss2007,
e-mail americantopical@msn.com, or write to the address below.
40

Sponsored by the American Topical Association
P.O. Box 57
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Arlington, TX 76004-0057

membership report
NEW MEMBERS
4814
4815
4816
4817
4818

Malesky, Steve C. - San Antonio, TX
Phillippi, Samuel E. - Mesquite, TX
Richardson Public Library
Plumb , Jerold - Richardson, TX
Ehlert, Robert N. - LaGrange, TX.
LIFE MEMBERS

L-115 Ehlert, Robert N. - LaGrange, TX
DECEASED
L4004
4559
4596
4606
4183
4747
L-28

Lavelle, James P. - San Antonio, TX
McMullan, Robert B. - Corsicana, TX
Kimball, Bruce - San Antonio, TX
Ehlert, Charles H. - LaGrange, TX
Petty, Dr. Charles S. - Dallas, TX
Whitmore, Frank C. - Universal City, TX
Bleuler, Gordon Gray - Dallas, TX
RESIGNATIONS

4713 Moore, Gary C.. - Midland, TX.
DROPPED
The following individuals have been dropped
for either non-payment of dues or for official
correspondence being returned with no address correction provided.
2686 Coan, Herman S. - San Antonio, TX
2799 Mowlam, Thomas J. - Lago Vista, TX
3540 Reed, W.J. - Houston, TX

3704
4289
4390
4538
4585
4591
4594
4602
4603
4674
4714
4734
4761
4776
L-63

Brandt, Byron S. - San Antonio, TX
Odell, Mildred B. - Mesquite, TX
Senghaas, Lea M. - San Antonio, TX
Bowen, Richard L. - San Antonio, TX
Sims, PhD., Robert W. - Pasadena, TX
Hass, James L. - Keller, TX
Vanderbilt, Dorothy D. - Temple, TX
Guntherchung, Karen - Austin, TX
Reeder, Nathan - Kemp, TX
Feliciano, Andrea - Plano, TX
Gunn, Jr., Thomas A. - Plano, TX
Word, Jr., James - Sanderson, TX
Buckholz, Ron - Houston, TX
Beck, Wayne R. - Denison, TX
Brandino, Thomas F. - Houston, TX

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY
January-February 2007
Membership, December 31, 2006 .............525
New Members........................................................... +5
Deceased........................................................................-7
Resignations.................................................................-1
Dropped.......................................................................-18
Membership, February 28, 2007...................504
Life Chapters................................................................10
Life Members..............................................................57
Regular Chapters/Units........................................17
Regular Members..................................................420
Total Members........................................................504

TPA FOUNDATION DONORS

Thanks to the following members for their generous contributions to the TPA Foundation. Giving
levels are: Sponsor $40 and over; Patron, $20.00 to $39.99 and Sustaining, $5.00 to $19.99. Gifts may be
made at any time to Lyle Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005.

SPONSOR
L-115

Ehlert, Robert N.

4078
4241
4303

Cohen, Norman A.
Relyea, Spencer C.
Bauer, David H.

PATRON

4069 Eggleston, Craig
4364 Willig, David
Ch-56 Magic Valley Stamp
Club

SUSTAINING
2720

Eads, Howard L.

3055
3116
3883
3973
3995
4025

Carmack, Norma J.
Foote, Robert N.
Kubal, George
Weiershausen, J.R.
Schmidt, Dennis W.
Rowe III, John N.

JOIN US!

Membership fees and dues are pro-rata based on the quarter an application is
received: $12 for January-March; $9 for April-June; $6 for July-September;
$13 for October-December (includes next full year).
Membership applications are available on the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org or by writing to:
Lyle Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005.
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crain’s corner
Colombian four-cent color error still a mystery
By Warren Crain
The four-cent Columbian error of color,
Scott #233A, is one of the more valuable 19th
century U.S. stamps. Yet its creation remains
a mystery.
The normal four-center, Scott #233, is
ultramarine, whereas the error of the color
listed in the Scott Standard Postage Stamp
Catalogue is blue. Some call it Prussian blue.
Some say the error is more the color of the
one-cent Columbian, but it definitely is a
different color from that. Once seen, many
collectors won’t forget the color.
Very little is known about the error. One
pane was purchased at the Cleveland post
office by a J.V. Painter. He reportedly sold
half of the pane to George Worthington, a
big time collector. The balance was sold on
consignment to J.W. Scott, who is reputed
to have put a $50 price tag on each stamp.
At least another pane was sold at the post
office because used copies do exist
In 1976, Sherman Rogers of Stamps
recounted that an old-time stamp dealer
wrote in 1939 that an American Bank Note
Company official told him that no record appeared in the printer’s file to account for the
error. He had thought it was a trial color that
had gotten mixed in with the later printing. I

The four-cent blue Columbian error of color.

have searched for more information on this
rarity, which catalogs $18,500 mint hinged,
to no avail.
Can any of you out there shed more light
concerning this 1893 error?
(Editor’s Note: This Crain’s Corner is an updated excerpt from a column in the March-April
1977 The Texas Philatelist. The error’s origin still

Corrections, Clarifications
The date for one of the summer Dallas
Stamp Fairs should have been July 21-22
instead of June 21-22 in both the November/
December and January/February editions of
The Texas Philatelist.
Also the city of the new location for the
Dallas Stamp Fair was erroneously cited as
Dallas instead of Richardson.

U.S. & Foreign Stamps & Covers
• Hawaii Specialized
• Pioneer Flights Worldwide
• Rocket Mail
• Specialized “SCADTA” Stamps & Covers
• Zeppelin Covers of the World

• U.S. & U.S. Possessions
• Tonga Tin Can Mail
• Patriotics
• U.S. First Days
• Worldwide Souvenir Sheets

MUCH MORE, PLEASE ASK

Warren H. Crain

P.O. Box 5954 • San Antonio, TX 78201 • (210) 344-0303
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Classified Emporium
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS in The Texas Philatelist are accepted on the basis of 10¢
per word (minimum 10 words) with name, address, telephone/FAX number and e-mail address
FREE. Please PRINT or TYPE your ad copy, state the number of times you desire it to run,
determine the total cost, make the check payable to the “Texas Philatelic Association,” and send
to The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

TRADING U.S. and worldwide unused and used for
early U.S. to close gaps in my collection. Have sheets,
blocks, new and used singles in U.S. collection, all for
sale. James Mathis. e-mail ret_jom@shsu.edu. (55-2)

HAVING TROUBLE finding newer used and those
elusive common stamps? Free lists. Darrell L. George,
19410 Cantrell Rd., Little Rock, AR 72223-4422. Visit
me on eBay at dlgstamps. (55-5)

CANCELED U.S. 7¢ RATE POST CARDS used
September through December 1975, especially ones
posted to Mexico and Canada or to and from U.S.
possessions, APOs and FPOs. Also need 7¢ Thomson
reply cards and examples of postage due assessments
on Thomson cards after December 30, 1975. See my
article in July/August 2006 The Texas Philatelist.
Write to Arthur P. von Reyn, 10512 Countess Dr.,
Dallas, TX 75229-5103 or visit my web page at <www.
texasphilatelic.org/postcards.htm> for a comprehensive
prices paid list. (55-2)
1962 JOHNSTON ISLAND NUCLEAR TEST
COVERS (APO 105). Also, crew-signed Soyuz 7, 9,
18-1, 21, 22, 24 launch/landing covers. And, single
or crew autographed covers—lunar launch dates for
Apollo 11 and 17. Ray E. Cartier, 2509 Buffalo Dr.,
Arlington, TX 76013. (817) 274-1181 days, e-mail
atadir@sbcglobal.net. (55-5)

Let the new
Classified Emporium
work for you!
Place your ad today!

TEXAS AVIATION HISTORY. Visit the 1940 Air
Terminal Museum at Houston Hobby Airport. Many
covers on display. Various postcards available in gift
shop. Watch airplanes take off and land. 1940 Air
Terminal Museum, 8325 Travelair Rd. Hobby Airport,
Houston, TX 77061-4713, phone (713) 454-1940.
<www.1940AirTerminal.org>. (55-2)
OPS SALES BOOKS are now available to Texas
Philatelic Association members. See our advertisement
elsewhere in The Texas Philatelist for details. (55-1)
GIVE A GIFT to your stamp collecting community.
Give your local library a subscription to The Texas
Philatelist (55-2)
JOIN THE TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY!
$18 dues brings highly respected journal, mentoring,
two major meetings a year. Contact: Lyle Boardman,
3916 Wyldwood Dr., Austin, TX 78739-3005. (55-2)
TURN IN LOTS NOW for the TPA/OPS spring auction. No commission charge, just a small service fee.
Lots may be sent to: Gil Weisser, OPS Sales Division,
P.O. Box 2179, Muskogee, OK 74402-2179. See the
article and advertisement elsewhere in this edition of
The Texas Philatelist for more details.

PHILATELIC CD-ROMs in a variety of interesting
subjects. Want to turn your exhibit or special study into
a self-running CD? Contact me for more details. Peter
C. Elias, <http://www.freewebs.com/stvincentstamps/
cdrom.htm>. (55-3)
DONATIONS NEEDED for beginner’s booth at
Greater Houston Stamp Show. Need stamps, covers,
catalogues, and albums! All donations acknowledged
in writing. Send to Houston Philatelic Show Committee. c/o Jonathan Topper, PMB 237, 8524 Highway 6
N., Houston, TX 77095 or e-mail jctopper@yahoo.
com. (55-3)
FOR SALE: Barn wood frame “original” document
Shiner half moon post office, Lavaca Co., Tex Dec
23, 1885. $675.00 firm. Dean Trubee, 1600 N. Travis,
Cameron, TX 76520, (254) 583-0147 days, e-mail
chip-o@VVM.com. (55-3)
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chapter meetings
Note: Check with chapters for meeting changes and cancellations during holiday periods.
AUSTIN-TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #16, 10101 Hillside
North, Austin, TX, 78736-7612; meets 1st Tues. 7:30
PM, Howson Branch Library, 2500 Exposition Blvd.,
Austin; 3rd Tues. 7:30 PM, South Austin Senior Activities
Center, 3911 Manchaca Rd., Austin.
BLUEBONNET PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH#8; 1821 Thurman, Kerrville, TX 78028-2536; meets 1st Thurs., 7:00
PM, Dietert Senior Center, 617 Jefferson St., Kerrville.
COLLECTORS CLUB OF DALLAS, L Unit #4, 2206 Sutton Pl., Richardson, TX 75080-2543; membership by
invitation only.
CROATIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY, Unit #2, P.O. Box 696,
Fritch, TX 79036-0696.
DALLAS-PARK CITIES PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #40, 314
Allegheny Trl., Garland, TX 75043-5659; meets 2nd and
4th Weds., 7:30 PM, Northway Christian Church, 7202
W. Northwest Hwy., Dallas.
EL PASO PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH #7, 2990 Trawood
Dr. Apt. 11F, El Paso, TX 79936-4233, meets 2nd Tues.,
7:30 PM, Saint Clements Episcopal Church, 810 N.
Campbell St., El Paso.
FRED C. SAWYER CHAPTER #56 AMERICAN FIRST DAY
COVER SOCIETY, Unit #6, 201 Willow Creek Cir., Allen,
TX. Meets monthly (except July and August) at the
University of Texas-Dallas, Richardson, TX. Call 972727-1381 for meetings dates and times.
HEART OF TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #59, 1700 Plum
Cir., Waco, TX 76706-1629; meets lst Thurs., 7:00 PM,
Wiethorn Visitor’s Center, S. University Parks Dr. across
from Baylor University Marina, Waco.
HOUSTON PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #22, PMB 237, 8524
Hwy. 6 N., Houston, TX 77095-2103; meets 1st & 3rd
Mon., 7:30 PM, Recreation Center, Central Presbyterian
Church, 3788 Richmond Ave., Houston.
LYNDON B. JOHNSON SPACE CENTER STAMP CLUB,
LCH #9, P.O. Box 58247, Houston, TX 77258-8247; meets
2nd & 4th Mon., 7:00 PM, Gilruth Recreation Center,
Johnson Space Center, Gate #5 off Space Center Blvd.,
Clear Lake City.
LONE STAR CHAPTER, Éire Philatelic Association International, Unit #32, 14302 Oak Shadow, San Antonio,
TX 78232-4441; meets 2nd Sat. 2:00 PM, member’s
homes.
MAGIC VALLEY STAMP CLUB. CH #56, 2014 E. Bowie
Ave., Harlingen, TX 78550-5164; meets 4th Tues., (except June, July, August) 7:00 PM, Camelot Retirement
Center Headquarters, 1000 Camelot Dr., Harlingen.
MID-CITIES STAMP CLUB. CH #53, P.O. Box 2158,
Arlington, TX 760042158; meets lst Wed., 7:30 PM,
Bob Duncan Community Center, 2800 S. Center St.,
Arlington; 3rd Wed., 7:30 PM (check www.mid-cities
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stampclub.com for location), Irving; 4th Tues., 7:00
PM, Studio at Tarleton State Langdon Center, 308
Pearl St., Granbury.
NACOGDOCHES STAMP CLUB, CH #31, P.O. Box 630247,
Nacogdoches, TX 77963-0247; meets 2nd Thurs., 7:00
PM, Westminster Presbyterian Church, 903 North St.,
Nacogdoches.
OKLAHOMA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. CH #61, P.O. Box
700334, Tulsa, OK 74170-0334
PANTHER CITY PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH #1, 820
Rockledge Dr., Saginaw, TX 76179-2034; chapter is
not currently meeting.
PARIS STAMP CLUB. CH #67, P.O. Box 82, Paris, TX 754610082; meets 3rd Mon., 7:00 PM, Calvary Methodist
Church, 3105 Lamar Ave., Paris.
PRAIRIE BEAVER REGIONAL GROUP, British North
America Philatelic Society Ltd., Unit #1, 501 Fairview
Ave., College Station, TX 77840-2933.
RED RIVER STAMP SOCIETY, CH #58, P.O. Box 3352,
Shreveport, LA 71133-3352; meets 1st Wed., 7:30 PM,
Aulds South Bossier Branch Library, 3950 Wayne Ave.,
Bossier City.
SAN ANTONIO PHILATELIC ASSN., LCH #3, 2903 Nacogdoches Rd., San Antonio, TX 78217-4522; meets
every Fri., 7:30 PM, MacArthur Park Lutheran Church,
2903 Nacogdoches Rd., San Antonio.
SEAGULL STAMP CLUB, LCH # 11, P.O. Box 30574, Corpus Christi, TX 78463-0574; meets 2nd Weds., 7:00 PM,
Main Library, 805 Comanche St., Corpus Christi.
SOUTH PLAINS STAMP CLUB, CH #36, P.O. Box 68154,
Lubbock, TX 79414-8154; meets 4th Tues. (2nd Tues.
in Nov. and Dec.), 7:30 PM, Municipal Garden & Arts
Center, 4215 S. University Ave., Lubbock.
TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY, Unit #3, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005, meets at stamp
shows in various cities.
TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB, LCH #10, 4113 Paint Rock
Dr., Austin, TX 78731-1320; meets biannually at stamp
shows in Dallas and Houston.
TEXOMA STAMP CLUB. CH #64, 411 W. Reiman St.,
Seymour, TX 76380-2439; meets 2nd Thurs. and
4th Tues., 7:00 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd.,
Wichita Falls.
TWIN LAKES COIN AND STAMP CLUB, CH #66, 906 Nola
Ruth Blvd., Harker Heights, TX 76548-1540; meets last
Tues., 6:30 PM, Harker Heights Library, 901 S. Ann Blvd.,
Harker Heights.
WICHITA FALLS COIN & STAMP CLUB, LCH #5, 411
W. Reiman St., Seymour, TX 76380-2439; meets 4th
Thurs., 7:30 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd.,
Wichita Falls.

FREE Railroad Stamp
from Paradise
I have a special offer to all

TPA members. Not many
stamps have been issued for
use on railroads. However,
some appeared in Hawaii in
the late 19th century. The island of Maui had a line called
the Kahului Railroad Company, Limited. In 1894, this
company had the American
Bank Note Company produce
six different values to prepay charges for carrying packages. In 1898, three values were supplied by the Schmidt Lithograph Co. of San Francisco.
All the stamps were cancelled by crossed lines in blue or red crayon, or by
crossed line in “Cancelled.” Only 50,000 complete sets of the 1894s were issued.
As for the Schmidt printing, the quantities issued are not known, but it is much
rarer. The stamps were continuously used up to 1912.
None of the catalogues published by Scott mention them as they are a private
issue, but they are listed and described in handbooks on Hawaiian philately.
I have some extras of two of these interesting stamps and will give one to the
first 50 TPA members who contact me! Both are unused and without gum and are
from a large stash found in a vault in the 1930s. I would appreciate a SASE (selfaddressed, stamp envelope). No need to write a note as a SASE will do.
Were there stamp dealers in Hawaii in the 19th century? No stamp dealers per se,
just merchants who dabbled a bit selling Hawaiian postage stamps. For example,
an 1896 advertisement read: “The Elite Ice Cream Parlors and Candy Factory,
Honolulu: Fine ice cream, cakes, and candies, curios, shells, corals and Hawaiian
Island Postage Stamps.” Ice cream and Hawaiian stamps! My kind of store!
One of the reasons early Hawaiian covers are so scarce is because Hawaiians
burned all of the belongings of the deceased. They believed that the spirit of the
dead person would then be freed. In short, befriending native Hawaiians in hopes
that they have old letters tucked away in trunks is useless.

TELL YOUR COLLECTOR FRIENDS ABOUT THE TPA!
Friendship through Philately,

Warren H. Crain
P.O. Box 5954
San Antonio, Texas 78201

TEXPEX 2007
World Series of Philately Exhibition

Sanctioned by the American Philatelic Society

April 13-15, 2007
DoubleTree Hotel Dallas Near the Galleria
(LBJ Freeway at Midway Road)
Dallas, Texas
Welcoming the National Convention
of the United States Stamp Society
and the
111th Annual Convention
of the Texas Philatelic Association.

Philatelic Road Show
Bring your stamps and covers for an expert analysis!
Also, Youth Fun Center, National and Regional Dealers,
Opening Ceremony, Award Banquet, Free Seminars,
Special Cachet and Pictorial Cancellation,
and U.S. Postal Service Sales Counter.

Free admission, Free Parking
Check our website for updates and an exhibit prospectus:
http://home.comcast.net/~kochacabana/TEXPEX/index.html,
or for further information,
call (972) 883-4951 or e-mail tkoch@utdallas.edu.
The Doubletree Hotel Dallas Near the Galleria show rate is
$98 single or double. Reservations must be made by April 1, 2007.
The national reservation number is 1 (800) 222-TREE.
The local number is (972) 385-9000.

Sponsored by the Southwest Philatelic Foundation
P.O. Box 835491
Richardson, TX 75083-5491

