


Park Cities Stamps
Byron Sandfield

64405 North Central Expressway, Suite 316
Dallas, Texas 75206

For Appointment: (214) 361-4322

Quality Postal History

San Antonio, TX fancy star cancel to Prussia 1871
at NGU closed mail treaty rate of 7/70 - 10/71 carried on

HAPAG’s “Silesia” from NYC to Hamburg. German backstamp.

Also, well-stocked in U.S., Classics, Revenues and Locals

Please visit my table at this upcoming show:
Greater Houston Stamp Show
Humble Convention Center

Humble, Texas, Sept. 14-16, 2007
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By	Arthur	P.	von	Reyn
Our past auctions have at best been sporadic with mixed results, so this year we teamed 

up with the Oklahoma Philatelic Society in a joint effort. The 65-plus lots being offered rep-
resent a good variety of material, with some particularly interesting items.

If you’re one of the many TPA members who has requested auctions on one occasion or 
another, such as in the survey that was conducted in the fall of 2005, you can validate your 
enthusiasm for this type of activity with some spirited bidding.

Despite the fact this is a “no commission” auction, many members seemed reluctant to 
submit lots, perhaps because they were unsure as how the auction lots would be promoted 
in this publication and on our website, or feared submitted material would sell too cheap. I 
hope the listings herein and on www.texasphilatelic.org represent the first-class attention 
your lots deserve. Your bids will insure lots will sell for what they are worth.

Price realizations will appear in the July/August edition of this publication. If participation 
in this auction is decent, then we’ll work with Gil Weisner of the Oklahoma Philatelic Society 
to schedule another in the fall. If not, then we can at least say we did our best to respond to 
your needs. For the auction lot listing and other details, please turn to page 20.

ANNUAL	MEETING	ATTENDANCE	MUCH	IMPROVED
Turnout for our Annual Meeting at TEXPEX was much better than in prior years. While I 

would like to think a major factor was members’ interest in the progress reports given dur-
ing the business session, I concede the main draw was the wonderful program by past TPA 
president Rex H. ”Jim” Stever titled “Republic of Texas Postal History.” Our goal is to make this 
type presentation a regular feature of our meetings at TEXPEX and the Greater Houston Stamp 
Show. If you’re interested in volunteering for the next one, please contact me.

	TEXPEX	2009	STATUS	UP	IN	THE	AIR
With the APS-sponsored Ameristamp Expo and TEXPEX currently scheduled to occur two 

months apart in 2009, other plans may be necessary for the state show. The former is slated 
for Arlington and the latter in Dallas; many collectors and dealers who usually attend TEXPEX 
may opt for the Ameristamp Expo instead of TEXPEX—call it market oversaturation.

There are four options, (1) taking a chance and holding TEXPEX as scheduled, (2) postpon-
ing it for a few months but keeping it in Dallas, (3) moving it to another Texas city maybe a 
month or two later than usual, or (4) canceling the event altogether.

It appears option three might be the best of the four. This would be a great opportunity 
to showcase stamp collecting where show activity is limited or non-existent. The most recent 
example is the 1996 TEXPEX held in San Antonio. Any club out there interested in hosting 
this event might want to contact Tom Koch at the Southwest Philatelic Foundation before 
one of the less desirable options is selected.

TEXPEX	WEBSITE	MOVES
The TEXPEX website has moved and merged with that of the TPA. The new address is 

http://www.texasphilatelic.org/texpex.html.
We’ll see you next at the National Topical Stamp Show in Irving June 15 -17!

In Philatelic Friendship,
Arthur P. von Reyn 

president’s message
Get	those	bids	in	for	TPA/OPS	Spring	Auction
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At the TPA board of directors meeting held April 14 during the TEXPEX stamp show in 
Dallas, a resolution was approved to publish notice of proposed bylaws changes relating to the 
use of proxies for voting at annual or special meetings of the members.

Sections in Article III of the bylaws currently do not address the use of proxies. The present 
language follows; the proposed additions are noted in red:

Section 3. Quorum. Three percent (3%) of Adult Members of the Association, in good 
standing, shall constitute a quorum at annual or special meetings of members. Proxy votes 
shall not be considered in determining whether a quorum has been achieved.

Section 4. Voting. The vote of the majority of the votes entitled to be cast by the members 
present at a meeting in which a quorum is present, shall be the act of the members meeting, 
unless the vote of a greater number is required by law. Proxy votes are permitted, but no 
member shall be cast more than four proxy votes in addition to the member’s own vote.
Directors welcome members’ comments on the proposed changes. Adoption will be consid-

ered during their next regular board meeting, currently scheduled for 9:15 a.m. on September 
15 at the Greater Houston Stamp Show in Humble, Texas.

At the board meeting during TEXPEX, an agenda item concerning correction of the loca-
tion of the TPA’s principal office, as currently noted in Article I, Section 2, was skipped. This 
issue will also be addressed at the meeting in Houston.

The complete bylaws are available on the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org or by sending 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope to secretary Carol Arndt at the address noted on page one 
of this journal. Comments on the changes should also be directed to the secretary.

Bylaws change proposed regarding proxies
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your letters

It was a pleasant and surprising for me 
to read John J. Lewis’ letter regarding Oveta 
Culp Hobby (Jan./Feb. 2007).

I belong to the Coryell County Genea-
logical Society here in Gatesville, Texas and 
am the editor of our quarterly called The 
Coryell Kin.

I had just used information Mr. Lewis 
had written about her for the Spring 2007 
quarterly. I plan to read his letter, too, at our 
next meeting.

Professionals Serving
The Philatelic

Community of Texas
For Information Contact:

GEORGE KUBAL
P.O. BOX 1196

HEWITT, TX  76643-1196

(817) 666-7755

Maybe we can help in this endeavor to 
get a stamp honoring Oveta Culp Hobby. As 
she was born in Killeen, Texas, we feel she is 
one of our long lost relatives.

Elizabeth J. York (4720)
Gatesville, TX

Outstanding	work	continues
Art von Reyn is doing an outstanding job 

as president. He and Doug Moss are doing 
great with The Texas Philatelist; I look forward 
to every issue.

I’m trying to help promote the TPA by tak-
ing the back inside page of the Philatelist.

The series about boosting club atten-
dance is timely and I hope well received. 
Club presidents should make copies of these 
articles and give one to each member.

Warren Crain (L-86)
San Antonio, TX

More	help	needed	to	get	Oveta	Culp	Hobby	stamp

Buy-Sell
Stamps

Coins
Silver

Castle stamp & Coin
P.O. BOx 0096

Hewitt, tx  66643
GeOrGe KuBal  (254) 666-7755
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editor’s notes
A	Texan	runs	for	APS	board	of	directors

By	Douglas	Moss
If you are a member of the American Philatelic Society, you know that there is a very im-

portant election coming up in May. And, one of our own is running for office, Denise Stotts 
of Houston. She is seeking a position on our national society’s board of directors.

Denise is very active our hobby, currently serving on the board of directors of the Texas 
Philatelic Association, and as the awards committee chairperson for the United States Stamp 
Society. She was also a volunteer at Washington 2006. Her other philatelic memberships 
include the American Topical Association, the British North America Philatelic Society, the 
International Society of Japanese Philately and the Christmas Philatelic Club. In 2004, she 
was honored as a Distinguished Philatelic Texan. So, you finally have a chance to vote for a 
Texan who’s really dedicated to our hobby! 

As for the other races, a very interesting one has developed between Nick Carter and Ken 
Lawrence, both candidates for APS president. Factions have lined up behind each candidate. 
After listening to the pair on Nancy Clarke’s APS Stamp Talk, I still have not made up my mind 
for whom I will cast my vote. I do know that Mr. Carter visited with the Dallas-Park Cities 
Philatelic Society (DPCPS) during his campaign. Members of the DPCPS even appeared in a 
Nick Carter campaign advertisement in the American Philatelist, the society’s monthly journal. 
Whatever your decision, ballots must reach the APS by June 9 to be counted.

This issue of the Texas Philatelist features lots in our joint auction with the Oklahoma 
Philatelic Society. Place your bids on the quality material made available by members of the 
two societies be either using the form on page 25, or by going to our website, www.tex-
asphilatelic.org. Get your bids in as soon as you receive this journal, most likely the closing 
date of June 5 will zip past if you don’t act now.

This month we have some very interesting reading for you, there’s a follow-up to Charlie 
Deaton’s early Texas cachet artists story; it appeared in the September/October, 2006 issue. 
You’ll also find a article wrapping up another successful TEXPEX show and another one detail-
ing the National Topical Stamp Show 2007, scheduled June 15-17 in Irving. 
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Thomas M. Koch - Distinguished Philatelic Texan
By Warren Crain

The highest honor the Texas Philatelic Association can 
bestow on a member, the Distinguished Philatelic 

Texan Award, was presented to Thomas M. “Tom” Koch 
at the TEXPEX award banquet on April 14 in Dallas.

It is not an easy award to acquire nor is it given for 
just holding office. It is presented for service to the TPA, 
contributions to the science of philately, contributions 
to Texas postal history, service to organized philately, 
service for philatelic exhibitions, and recognition by other 
philatelic organizations. These philatelic accomplishments 
must be performed over a period of many years. The an-
nual recipient of the honor is selected by those who have 
previously received the award.

TPA treasurer Lyle Boardman read the introduction, 
which is always a surprise since the recipient is not named 
until the banquet. Then,Tom was escorted to the podium 
by Jim Stever and Bill McDaniel. There he received a 
medallion and a plaque.

Tom is also a member of the American 
Philatelic Society, Collectors Club of Dallas, 
Texas Postal History Society, Universal Ship 
Cancellation Society, and the American As-
sociation of Philatelic Exhibitors.

He has contributed articles for The Texas 
Philatelist, Sports Philatelists International, First 
Days, Linn’s Stamp News, Mekeel’s and Stamps 
Magazine, and the Texas Postal History Society 
Journal.

He served as president of the Texas Postal 
History Society, 2003-2005, and was national 
director of the Universal Ship Cancellation 
Society (USCS), 2001-2003. He cofounded 
the Fleet Admiral Nimitz Chapter of the 
Universal Ship Cancellation Society in 1983, 
and is currently the chapter vice-president. He 
cochaired the USCS national conventions held 
in Dallas in 1994 and 2001.

Tom organized and led a five-year cam-
paign for a United States stamp honoring Fleet 
Admiral Chester Nimitz, which culminated 
with the issuance of a 50-cent Great Ameri-
cans series definitive in 1985 that honored 
the World War II hero and native of Freder-

THOMAS M. KOCH

icksburg, Texas.
He has edited the Texas Postal History Soci-

ety Journal since 2005 and was a columnist and 
creator of “Stamp Scene,” a weekly philatelic 
column for the Dallas-Times Herald metro 
section from 1979 to 1985.

He was the organizer and participant of 
Dallas Stamp Day in 1980 and 2002, and is 
the organizer of various Wineburg Philatelic 
Research Library seminars.

Finally, Tom has been chairman of TEX-
PEX stamp show since 2001.

Fourteen TPA members who have received 
the honor are alive and eight of them were 
present at the TEXPEX awards banquet.

Past recipients present to greet the latest 
honoree were Warren Crain (1980), William 
McDaniel (1991), Jim Stever (1993), Jay 
Stotts (1999), Barbara Stever (2000), Lyle 
Boardman (2002), Denise Stotts (2004) and 
Charles Deaton (2005). Those not able to 
attend were F. Christman, Jr. (1978), Nonie 
Green (1983), Lee C. Scamp (1986), James W. 
Bowman (1992), Romaine Flanagin (1998), 
Robert J. Joyce (2003), and Patrick J. Ryan, 
Sr. (2006) 
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TEXAS PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION
Income Statement

For the Year Ended: 12/�1/2005 12/�1/2006
Income  
  Membership Dues $4,264.00  $6,6�7.00 
  Texas Philatelist Advertising �52.90  1,114.85 
  Interest Income 254.55  �70.42 
  Gifts 0.00  ��7.61 
  Other Income 0.00  10.00 
    Total Income $4,871.45  $8,469.88
Expenses
  Archive Maintenance $0.00  $26.78 
  Board Expense 108.72  108.25 
  Directory Expense 0.00  552.20 
  Dues to other Associations 0.00  100.00 
  Dues Collection Expenses 0.00  62.�6 
  Editor’s Expenses 98.2�  51.97 
  New Member Recruiting 40.00  2,289.08 
  Prepare Texas Philatelist �,964.51  �,285.19 
  Secretary Expense 81.19  1�4.46 
  Texas Philatelist Postage 711.52  789.12 
  Treasurer Expense 11.95  0.00 
  Miscellaneous  0.00  1.89 
      Total Expenses $5,016.12  $7,401.30  
      Net Income ($144.67) $1,068.58

TEXAS PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION
Balance Sheet

As of: 12/�1/2005 12/�1/2006
Assets: 
  Cash & Bank Accounts $18,406.99  $19,608.�7 
  Bulk Mail Deposit  1�2.80  0.00 
    Total Assets $18,539.79 $19,608.37 
Liabilities  0.00 0.00
    Total Liabilities 0.00  0.00
Fund Balance $18,5�9.79 $19,608.�7
Total Liabilities
  and Fund Balance $18,5�9.79 $19,608.�7 

TEXAS PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION 
FOUNDATION

Income Statement
For the Year Ended: 12/�1/2005 12/�1/2006
Income  
  Donations $1,579.40  $2,747.40 
  Interest Income 279.48  415.75 
  Dividend Income 254.01  210.00 
    Total Income $2,112.89  $3,373.15  
Expenses
  Support for TEXPEX $1,000.00  $1,000.00 
  Donations 500.00  500.00 
  Awards 50.00  50.00 
  TEXPEX Awards 69.50  �86.92 
  Website Rental 115.40  115.40 
  TPA Xmas Cover Contest 12�.81  227.05 
  Treasurer Expenses 20.00  0.00 
      Total Expenses $1,878.71  $2,279.37  
      Net Income $234.18  $1,093.78

TEXAS PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION 
FOUNDATION
Balance Sheet

As of: 12/�1/2005 12/�1/2006
Assets: 
  Cash & Bank Accounts $18,699.2� $19,79�.01 
    Total Assets $18,699.23 $19,793.01 
Liabilities  0.00 0.00
    Total Liabilities 0.00  0.00
Fund Balance $18,699.2� $19,79�.01
Total Liabilities
  and Fund Balance $18,699.2� $19,79�.01 

TPA Financial Statements (Unaudited)

Submitted by
Lyle Boardman, 
Treasurer

April 14, 1007

www.texasphilatelic.org
OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE TEXAS PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION

VISIT US AND USE OUR INTERACTIVE CAPABILITIES!
	Apply for Membership 	Update Your Membership Data
	Send in “Classified Bourse” Ads 	Obtain Answers to Philatelic Questions
	Bid on Auction Lots 	Request OPS Circuit Books
	Submit Information on Club and Society Activities, Stamp Shows,
 and Events for Publication Online and in The Texas Philatelist
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Central Park architect had a design on Texas
texas connection

Frederick Law Olmsted was honored with a com-
memorative stamp on September 13, 1999 (Scott 
#3338). Before the Civil War, he was a journalist 
and critical of the system of slavery in the South. 
He toured Texas and reported on slavery, the 
landscape and the German communities of Central 
Texas. He became so enamored with the people of 
New Braunfels that he almost stayed in Texas.

1 Rybczynski, Witold. A Clearing in the Distance: 
Frederick Law Olmsted and North America in the 
Nineteenth Century. New York: Scribner. 1999.

By Douglas Moss
If one were to ask why Frederick Law Ol-

msted was honored on an American stamp, 
most people would be at a loss to describe 
him or his contributions to our country.

But all you need do his mention two 
words associated with his most famous 
project, and his importance to our culture 
is established: Central Park. Twenty-five mil-
lion people a year visit the New York City 
landmark.

Olmsted is best known as the father of 
American landscape architecture. His other 
projects include the Emerald Necklace park 
system of Boston, Massacheusetts, the Mid-
way Plaisence in Chicago for the Colombian 
World Exposition and the grounds that sur-
round the U.S. Capitol. In addition to his work 
in landscaping, he was the co-founder of The 
Nation magazine. 

Born in 1822 in Hartford, Connecticut to 
a fairly privileged family, he traveled widely 
in his twenties, going to China and Europe. 
After returning to the United States, he be-
came a successful farmer, nurseryman and 
landscape artist in New York.

He was influenced by abolitionists who 
frequented his social circles and in 1852 
took a job with the New York Daily Times as a 
travel writer. He used this time as a journalist 
to travel to the South and report back to his 
audience on the terrible Southern institution 
of slavery.

He visited Texas on more than one occa-
sion, traversing the frontier and seeing San 
Antonio, the Guadalupe Mountains and the 
Gulf of Mexico. He accompanied the Texas 
Rangers, went on cattle drives and experi-
enced an Indian raid.

On one of his trips to Texas, he was highly 
impressed by the Germans, who did not ap-
prove of slavery. One place he particularly 
enjoyed during his travels was New Braun-
fels, then a town of about 3,000; it reminded 

him of New England where he grew up; he 
thought so highly of these Hill Country Texans 
that he considered putting down roots.

Olmsted had heard rumors of Texas split-
ting into smaller states, with the German 
settlements as a model for one or more of 
them.  Writing to his father for his acceptance 
and financial support, he was turned down 
and summoned to come home.

After returning to the Northeast, he pub-
lished three books about his travels through 
the slavery South. In 1856, he published 
A Journey Through Texas or, a Saddle-Trip 
Through the Southwestern Frontier, his ac-
count of his travels throughout Texas. 

Olmstead lived until 1903, so who knows 
how Texas might have been influenced had 
he settled here!

(Editor’s Note: A copy of Olmstead’s A 
Journey Through Texas is available online 
at http://texashistory.unt.edu/data/UNT/
Books/meta-pth-2407.tkl.) 
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The legacy of the artistic Edmiston family
The story of Gladys Adler and Florene Edmiston is now known

By Charles Deaton

One of the things I like the most about this great 
hobby we share is the wonderful folks we meet 

along our philatelic journey.
A recent stop on my journey was a visit with 

Florene Edmiston O’Neill, a spry, charming, talkative 
89-year-old lady who still runs a ladies’ dress shop 
each day in Castroville, goes to Super Bowl parties 
complete with side bets on total scoring by quarter, 
and gleefully recalls the time she recently beat a very 
young lady at “Texas Hold’em” poker.

Florene’s sense of humor is pretty sharp, for when 
I called to make plans to visit, she reminded me with a 
chuckle, “don’t wait too long; I’m 89, you know.”

In the article “Early Texas Cachet Artists of the 
’30s and ’40s” (The Texas Philatelist, September-Oc-
tober, 2006), I described Gladys Adler and Florene 
Edmiston as perhaps the most popular Texas cachet 
artists of the era.

Both artists’ work are well-known to 
collectors of cacheted covers; colorful hand-
painted designs featuring pen-and-ink draw-
ings, filled in with pastel watercolors, and 
having addresses usually added by a bold and 
skilled calligrapher’s hand.

Cachet collectors often want to know more 
about the artists who produce their treasures, 
but in all the years that we have enjoyed the 
lovely covers attributed to these two, it seemed 
hardly a shred of evidence existed as to who 
they were. Until now, that is.

The earlier article noted that Florene had 
a family connection to Medina County, just 
west of San Antonio. In one of those rare 
coincidences that add pleasure to life, Doug 
Moss, The Texas Philatelist editor, mentioned 
the story to his father, who lives nearby. Doug’s 
father thought the name of Florene sounded 
familiar, and a few calls led us to her, though 
by that time the article was in print.

And we now know that Gladys and Flo-
rene were mother and daughter, part of a large 
San Antonio family full of artists.

Once contact was made, some copies of 
the article were sent to Florene, who passed 
them out to her family members. These articles 
led to more contacts from various family 
members, and finally, on a bright and sunny 
January day, I headed to the historic little 
town of Castroville, about 25 miles west of 
San Antonio, for a visit with Florene Edmiston 
O’Neill (Figure 1).

Florene was one of four children born to 
Adler Edmiston and his wife Gladys in San 
Antonio, Texas. Adler was a wildcatter, an in-
dependent oilman, and went all over the state 
in pursuit of black gold. He was friends with 
Hugh Roy Cullen, the legendary wildcatter 
from Houston. The Edmistons lived in the 
family home at 636 Rigsby in San Antonio.

When Adler left on his work-related 
travels, Gladys would go with him, and the 
kids would be left at home in charge of their 
grandmother.

Florene says both her parents were artists. 
In fact, when they were married, Adler was 

Figure 1. Florence Edmiston O’Neill
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making a living by traveling from town to 
town painting opera curtains. While living in 
Graham, Texas, though, Alder got acquainted 
with the oil business, and then began his career 
as a wildcatter.

In addition to being an artist, Gladys was 
also a stamp collector with many “pen pals,” 
says Florene, and she enjoyed “dressing up,” 
or decorating the envelopes that carried her 
letters to her many correspondents.

These “dressed up” envelopes, of course, 
are now known in the world of cover collec-
tion as covers with “hand-painted” cachets. 
For Gladys and Florene both, this work of 
“dressing up” the covers provided them with 
“something to do” to pass the time, making it 
a hobby for them just as it is today for many 
collectors.

Both began their cover artwork in ear-
nest in the 1930s, at a time when collecting 
cacheted covers of all types was becoming 
quite popular with collectors all across the 
country.

Gladys’ work is known from about 1936 to 
just after World War II. Her long and prolific 
career went through the entire range of the 
cover world, including first day covers, World 
War II patriotics1, Texas Centennial items, 
U.S. Navy ship cancellations, and event and 

novelty covers.
A number of Gladys’ cachets were illus-

trated in the previous article, but I can’t resist 
showing a couple more of my all-time favor-
ites, like one featuring a small puppy that has 
obviously been through some sort of accident 
(Figure 2). But the “hurts” on the pup don’t 
seem to be too serious, and I think anyone 
would have predicted a speedy recovery for 
the poor fellow. All I can figure about this 
cachet is that it must have contained a note 
of sympathy to one of her pen pals who had 
mentioned having an injured pet dog.

One of her novelty covers has a 1941 Dime 
Box, Texas postmark (Figure 3). The colorful 
cachet showing a girl holding a dime and a box 
has at least six different watercolors.

Perhaps the two most puzzling questions 
for today’s collectors about Gladys Adler’s 
work are why did she use the name Gladys 
Adler rather than Gladys Edmiston, and why 
did she use the Bellaire, Texas address?

As to the first, her husband Adler comes 
through as a pretty strong-minded and forceful 
personality when you talk about this with fam-
ily members. All of their many grandchildren 

Figure 2. This cute hurt puppy cachet is one of the author’s favorite Gladys Adler creations.

1There are 198 known Gladys Adler designs reported 
in Dr. Lawrence Sherman’s landmark book United 
States Patriotic Envelopes of World War II.
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were instructed to call him “Pop Adler,” and 
to call Gladys “Mom Adler.” Perhaps this is 
what led her to choose the pen name of Gladys 
Adler rather than Gladys Edmiston.

The second question concerns her use of 
a Bellaire, Texas address rather than a San 
Antonio address for her vast cover correspon-
dence. As Florene remembers it, her father 
spend a lot of time in Houston, which then 
as now, was the “capital” of the oil business in 
this country. Gladys always went with him on 
these journeys, and they spent so much time 
in Houston that they rented a small apartment 
from a family friend there. Bellaire is now a 
small community totally surrounded by Hous-
ton, and it was just a bedroom community on 
the western outskirts of Houston in the 1930s 
and 1940s. Apparently the Bellaire post office 
was more convenient for her mail, and thus 
she kept a post office box there.

The cover production was frequently a 
family affair, Florene recalls, who said she and 
her mother often painted the cachets and her 
father added the bold, fancy addresses in his 
own calligraphic style. When asked about the 
quantities of each design produced, she said 
they would sometimes use most of a sheet of 
50 stamps for first day cover work, but that 

other types of covers were produced in much 
smaller quantities, perhaps 10 or 12 of each. 
Sometimes they also worked together, with 
Florene drawing the pen and ink outline 
of the design, and Gladys then adding the 
watercolors.

The Gladys Adler covers are perhaps more 
familiar to many collectors because she created 
so many of them over such a long period of 
time, roughly 1936 to 1947. She also amassed 
a considerable stock of her own covers over 
the years, as family members remember boxes 
of them being kept in the family home. But, 
sadly, many of the stored covers suffered water 
damage at some point, and attempts to sell 
them in the philatelic market were mostly 
unsuccessful.

Florene Edmiston’s years of prime produc-
tion were much shorter, mainly 1936-37. Her 
father strongly believed women should not 
work, and as long as she lived at home, she did 
not work and had plenty of time for her covers. 
But in 1937, she got married. No longer liv-
ing at home, she promptly went to work and 
began earning money for her artistic talents by 
coloring photographs at Studers Photography 
in San Antonio. She proved to be so good at 
this that she eventually began teaching how to 

Figure 3. A Gladys Adler cover postmarked at Dime Box, Texas. The community is located off State High-
way 21 between College Station and Bastrop.
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color and retouch pictures at the Texas College 
of Photographic Art in San Antonio.

Florene did not have an extra stock of her 
covers. She did keep a book with one of each 
of her covers, but when she got married, she 
sold it to stamp dealer Norman Brock in San 
Antonio. One of her covers (Figure 4), ad-
dressed to the “Cachet Column” of a stamp 
newspaper, portrays a sharply-dressed young 
female artist in her studio. It is a self-portrait; 
in the letter that accompanied it, she probably 
asked for a mention of her cachets. 

In late 2006, I purchased a large collection 
of Florene Edmiston covers from a Massachu-
setts dealer, who acquired it from an estate. The 
covers are all addressed to the same person and 
had obviously been kept intact as an Edmis-
ton collection since they were received some 
70 years ago. Since this is likely an original, 
largely complete collection of her work, I will 
provide some details about this group. The 
collection consists of 155 different covers, with 
only a handful being later than the 1936-37 
years. The different types include (quantities 
in parenthesis):

Texas	Centennial	(22). This is a colorful 
bunch, and these are always popular with 
Texas collectors. The earliest is April 21, 1936. 

There is no March 2 first day from Gonzales 
in the collection, however; if she did prepare 
one, it remains undiscovered. There were all 
kinds of events during the Centennial, such 
as Mission Fiesta Week (Figure 5). Since these 
covers are especially interesting to Texas col-
lectors, a separate listing of those covers is 
found on the next page.

U.S. Commemorative First Days (16). 
These encompass the following issues: 

Arkansas (Scott #782), June 15, 1936.
Oregon Territory (Scott #783), July 14, 

1936, all five different first day cities.
Army & Navy (Scott #785, #790). Decem-

ber 15, 1936. 
Ordinance of 1787 (Scott #795), July 13, 

1937 both first day cities.
Virginia Dare (Scott #796), August 18, 

1937.
Territorial Issues for Hawaii, Alaska, Puerto 

Rico, and Virgin Islands (Scott #799-802): Oc-
tober 18, 1937 Hawaii; November 12, 1937 
Alaska; November 25, 1937, Puerto Rico; 
December 15, 1937 Virgin Islands (Figure 6, 
page 15)).

Pony Express (Scott #894), April 3, 1940.

Holidays	(39). Many exist, all from 1936-
37, particularly for holidays such as New Year’s 
Day, Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day, Easter, 

Figure 4. This Florene Edmiston self-portrait cover was sent to a stamp journal columnist located in Kan-
sas. The letter within is long gone, but most likely requested promotion of her covers in the journal.
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Figure 5. An Edmiston cover postmarked in Mission, Texas with Scott #776. The first Mission Fiesta Week 
was held in 1932 to promote the Rio Grande valley’s citrus industry. The event has been held annually 
ever since, except for two breaks, in 1933 due to a hurricane, and then during World War II.

FLORENE EDMISTON • TEXAS CENTENNIAL COVERS
1936

April 21 San	Antonio, Fiesta Battle of Flowers.
April 21 Houston, San Jacinto Day.
May 6 Dallas, Opening Day of Texas Centennial (postmark has June 6 date in 

error).
June 29 Ballinger, Golden Anniversary.
July 3 Pecos, Centennial Rodeo.
July 4 Eagle	Pass, Border Jubilee.
July 18 Fort	Worth, Frontier Centennial.
July 21 Galveston, Water Carnival Week.
July 29 Temple, Pioneer Day.
August 19 Alamo, drawing of The Alamo.
August 30 Houston, 100th Anniversary of Houston, picture of Sam Houston.
August 31 San	Antonio, 60th Anniversary of Fort Sam Houston.
September 20 Fort	Worth, Closing of Fort Worth Frontier Fiesta.
September 28 Cross	Plains, Centennial Year.
October 3 West, Cattle Reunion, list of Texas cattle brands.
October 16 Nacogdoches, The Indian Town, 1716-1936.
November 11 Cuero, Centennial Year Turkey Trot.
November 26 Turkey, Thanksgiving.
November 29 Dallas, Closing of the Texas Centennial Exposition.

1937

June 12 Dallas, Opening of Pan American Exposition.
June 26 Fort	Worth, Opening of Fort Worth Frontier Fiesta.
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Figure 7: A Christmas cover bears 
a Santa Claus, Indiana postmark. 
Formed in 1856 as Santa Fe, the 
Post Office Department told the 
town the name was taken, so Santa 
Claus it became.

Figure 8: A beautiful Mardi Gras 
cover is postmarked from New 
Orleans, Louisiana.

Figure 10: The postmark on this 
ladies’ name cover is a tribute 
to Florine Edmiston’s mother, 
Gladys.

Figure 11: A Navy Day postmark 
appears on a cover posted from the 
U.S.S. Richmond, an Omaha-class 
light cruiser. 

Figure 12: Franklin Delano Roos-
evelt is portrayed on a cover 
postmarked from Hyde Park, New 
York, the birthplace of the 32nd 
president.

Figure 9: A novelty cover with a 
fanciful structure is postmarked 
Greencastle, Pennsylvania.
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Mother’s Day, Patriot’s Day, and Christmas. 
All are canceled in various towns with names 
appropriate for the occasion, such as the one 
postmarked Santa Claus, Indiana (Figure 7). 
Mardi Gras is even celebrated (Figure 8).

Novelty	(47). These are also all from 1936-
37 and have a cachet “tying up” with the town 
name, such as Red Barn, Texas; Ace, Texas; 
Bunney, Arkansas; Witch Creek, California; 
Duck, West Virginia; Zero, Montana; Lone Wolf, 
Oklahoma; Eighty Four, Pennsylvania and 
Greencastle, Pennsylvania (Figure 9).

Towns	 with	 Ladies	 Names	 (17). This 
charming group of covers carries postmarks 
from such towns as Kathleen, Florida; Alice, 
Texas; Florence, Arizona; Ethel, Mississippi; 
Jane, Missouri; and Gladys, Virginia (Figure 10); 
All have a lovely cachet showing an attractive 
woman wearing a stylish hat, and all are in the 
1937-38 period.

U.S.	 Navy	 Ships	 (5). Covers are found 
from U.S.S. Bushnell, U.S.S. Tarbell, U.S.S. Cas-
sin, and U.S.S. Richmond (Figure 11), plus 
one recalling the sinking of the U.S.S. Maine 
in 1898. 

U.S.	Presidents	(7). Honored, mostly on 
their birthdays, are Lincoln, McKinley, Garfield, 
Fillmore, and Harrison, Franklin D. Roosevelt 
(Figure 12, one of two covers for FDR).

Fancy	Addresses	(2).

All in all, it is a truly delightful collection, 
full of color, full of charm, full of 1930’s style 
and grace. I have enjoyed viewing it and de-
scribing it in this article.

And it was a pleasure to visit with Florene 
Edmiston O’Neill and finally learn the story 
of the two best known and most popular early 
Texas cachet artists, Gladys Adler and Florene 
Edmiston.

About the Author: Charles Deaton may 
be contacted by e-mail at cwdeaton@aol.com 
or by phone at (508) 240-2683 or (713) 927-
9948. 

Figure 6. One of the many first day covers produced by Florine Edmiston. This cover is franked with Scott 
#802, one of a set commemorating U.S. territories.

OPS Sales Circuits 
at NTSS ‘07!

June 15-17, 2007
Sheraton Grand Hotel

DFW Airport
Irving, Texas

Visit our table and 
see what we offer!
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By Tom Koch

Organizers of the 2007 TEXPEX 
stamp show, held April 13-15 

in Dallas, were quite pleased with the 
attendance this year. Unusually brisk 
weather, particularly on Saturday, 
may have encouraged collectors to 
confine themselves to indoor activi-
ties, like a stamp show.

The theme for the annual event 
was the 160th Anniversary of United 
States Postal Issues. A special cachet 
represented the show theme while 
a Court of Honor exhibit featured 
a frame of outstanding examples of 
the first U.S. general issue, all from 
the renown collection of  William H. 
Gross. Among the items displayed 
therein were the large blocks of the 
Scott U.S. #1 and #2. Like last year, 
the special exhibit was arranged 
courtesy of Shreve Philatelic Galler-
ies in Dallas.

Another special treat in the 
Court of Honor was Reuben A. Ramkissoon’s 
The World War I Trinidad One Fraction Red 
Cross Label that Became a Postage Stamp for a 
Day - September 18, 1914. That exhibit title 
may be a mouthful, but it was the Single 
Frame Champion of Champions at the Am-
eristamp Expo held in February in Riverside, 
California. 

As always, visitors had plenty of high 
caliber exhibits to view at the World Series 
of Philately event. Of the 20 entrants in the 
open competition, nine received gold medals 
from the APS jury panel. There were also 13 
single-frame exhibits, of which four won gold 
medals, and three youth entrants, with one 
winning a gold.

The show’s Grand Award went to Nicholas 
Lombardi for his The 1903 Two-Cent Wash-
ington Shield Issue. It will compete for the 
Champion of Champions award at this year’s 

Stampshow, scheduled for August 9-12 in 
Portland, Oregon. 

The Reserve Grand Award winner was 
Victor L. Wilson for his Canada 19th Century 
Nonletter Mail.

In the Single-Frame Division, the top 
honor went to Eliot A. Landau for The 1909 
Lincoln Commemorative Issues: Early Uses and 
First Day Covers.

Organizers were pleased to receive three 
entries in the Youth Division this year, with 
Tim Hodges receiving a gold medal for Falco-
niforms plus the American Topical Association 
Award for Best Youth Topical Exhibit.

A half dozen TPA members submitted 
exhibits, with Dale Lilljedahl winning a gold 
medal and the Best Exhibit by a TPA Member 
award for his single-frame Polish Prisoners of 
War 1944 Olympic Games. Other participat-
ing TPA members were William Belury, Ray 

Brisk weather lifts TEXPEX 2007 turnout

Chief Judge R. Timothy Bartsche presents the TEXPEX Grand 
Award to Nicolas Lombardi, who exhibited The 1903 Two-Cent 
Washington Shield Issue. 
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E. Cartier, Peter C. Elias, James F. Fabbre and 
Richard Phelps.

A complete list of exhibit award winners 
follows the end of this article 

The chief judge for the show as R. Timothy
Bartshe of Golden, Colorado. Also 
serving on the panel were Anthony S. 
Wawrukiewicz of Portland, Oregon,  
Jeffrey Switt of Bowie, Texas, Jim 
Kotanchik of West Action, Massa-
chusetts and Timothy Bryan Burgess 
of Concord, California. Dr. Akthem 
Al-Manaseer of San Jose was present as 
an APS Registered Apprentice Judge.

TPA annual meeting was much 
better attended than in years past, 
most likely in anticipation of Rex 
H. “Jim” Stever’s well-received and 
highly informative presentation 
“Republic of Texas Postal History.” 
Including a philatelic program is a 
new approach to the annual meeting 
agenda, which was previously lim-
ited to a business session. President 
Arthur P. von Reyn also developed a

PowerPoint presentation to expedite comple-
tion of business matters.

The awards dinner on Saturday was pre-
ceded by a social hour, enabling attendees 
to discuss their collecting proclivities and 

Distinguished Philatelic Texan award winners present at TEXPEX 2007 awards banquet were Lyle Board-
man, Charles W. Deaton, William K. McDaniel, Thomas Koch (2007 winner), Barbara M. Steiver, Rex H. 
“Jim” Stever, Denise L. Stotts, Jay B. Stotts and Warren H. Crain.

TPA president Arthur P. von Reyn presents the Forcheimer 
Philatelic Literature Award to Charles W. Deaton for his “Texas 
Cachet Artist of the 30s and 40s” article in the September/Oc-
tober 2006 edition of The Texas Philatelist.
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MULTI-FRAME DIVISION
GRAND AWARD

Nicholas Lombardi - The 1903 Two-Cent
Washington Shield Issue

Gold Medal
United States Stamp Society Statue of Freedom Award

RESERVE GRAND AWARD
Victor L. Wilson - Canada 19th Century Nonletter Mail

Gold Medal
APS Medal of Excellence for Pre-1900 Material

British North America Society Award
Postal History Society Award

GOLD MEDALS
William J. Ainsworth - Lincoln Portrait Stamps

of the United States: 1866-1882
U.S. Philatelic Classics Society Best Exhibit of 

U.S., Confederate or BOB Pre-1894
Cryer Memorial Cup for Best Exhibit of 19th Century U.S.

Paul F. Ammons - Canal Zone Second Airmail 
Series

APS Medal for Excellence for 1900-1940 Material

TEXPEX 2007 PALMARES

recap the day’s activities. During the awards 
dinner, the accomplishments of several TPA 
members were feted. Thomas Koch, the 
chairman of TEXPEX, was named recipient 
of the 2007 Distinguished Philatelic Texan 
Award (please see the article on page 6). The 
Forcheimer Philatelic Literature Award, for 
best article appearing the preceding year’s The 
Texas Philatelist, went to Charles Deaton for 
his “Texas Cachet Artist of the 30s and 40s” 
in the September-October 2006 issue.

Jeanne Sawyer, widow of the late Fred 
Sawyer, was a special guest at the banquet. 
Mr. Sawyer, along with Gordon Bleuler and 
Charles S. Petty, were all TPA members who 
received posthumous recognition in the show 
program for their contributions to philately in 
the Dallas-Fort Worth area.

The Youth Fun Center, operated by the 
Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society, once 
again had crowds of young people, especially 
on Saturday.

The event featured meetings of the United 
States Stamp Society, the premier U.S. special-
ist collecting group, and the Texas Postal His-
tory Society. Both societies held seminars that 
were open to all show attendees. The TPHS 
was pleased to have guests from two other 
state societies – Frank Crown of the Georgia 
Postal History Society and David Straight of 
the Missouri Postal History Society.

A multicolored show cachet is available 
for $1 and a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
from: TEXPEX Cachet, P.O. Box 835491, 
Richardson TX 75083-5491. Indicate the 

desired cancellation dates; make checks pay-
able to TEXPEX.

TEXPEX 2008 is slated for April 18-20 
at the same location, the Doubletree Hotel 
near the Galleria (Midway Road at Lyndon 
B. Johnson Freeway) and will again host the 
convention of the TPA. Sponsored by the 
Southwest Philatelic Foundation and the 
TPA, the show always needs volunteers to 
boost it to a higher level. Anyone interested 
in serving is welcome to contact Tom Koch 
via email: tkoch@utdallas.edu or telephone 
(972) 883-4951.

About the Author: Tom Koch is the TEXPEX 
show chairperson and public relations coordina-
tor for the libraries at the University of Texas at 
Dallas.

Rex H. “Jim” Stever presented “Republic of Texas 
Postal History” immediately following the TPA 
Annual Meeting at TEXPEX.
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TEXPEX 2007 PALMARES
Roland Austin - Postal History of the

1954 Liberty Series
APS Medal of Excellence for 1940-1980 material

USSS Walter W. Hopkinson Memorial Trophy
for Best 20th Century Exhibit

Texas Stamp Dealers Association
Most Popular Exhibit Award

Eliot A. Landau - The 5¢ China War Resistance
Issue of 1942: its Proof, Issue, First Day Cover

and Postal Issues
Eliot A. Landau - The Franklin Delano Roosevelt
Memorial Series of 1945-46 and its First Day Cov-

ers and Uses
American First Day Cover Society Award

Ervin Morotek - The Polish Prisoners of War
Camp Posts

Arnold Selegut - 150 Years of U.S. Precancels
Precancel Stamp Society Award

VERMEIL MEDALS
George Cosentini - Rationing in the
United States During World War II

AAPE Creativity Award
Irv Heimburger, MD - Evansville, Indiana 1824-1932

Alfred E. Kugel - The Liberation Period in Hun-
gary During 1938-1941

Joann Lenz - The 6¢ Theodore Roosevelt Stamp 
1955-1968

AAPE Award for Excellence in Presentation
Dick Phelps - Cancels and Date Stamps
of Curaçao and the Netherlands Antilles,

1873-Mid-1970
American Philatelic Congress Award

for Excellence of Written Text
TPA Texas Series Winner

Ruben A. Ramkissoon - The Airletters (Aero-
grammes) of Trinidad and Tobago 1843-1988

U.S. Postal Stationery Society Marcus White Award

SILVER MEDAL
Ray E. Cartier - Aircraft of Air Force Plant #4

Peter Elias - 4 Rings - The History of Audi
AAPE Award of Excellence in Presentation

Robert B. Jensen - Hungarian 
Aerogrammes - 1950 Thru 1984

APS Research Medal
Dale Lilljedahl - Themes of Texas

BRONZE MEDALS
William Belury - A Century of Dreadnoughts

Philately, Deltiology, Postmarks
William Belury - Buffalo Soldiers Stamp Symbolizes 
Blacks Being Accepted Fully into the Armed Services

CERTIFICATE OF PARTICIPATION
James F. Fabbre - Boy Scouts Cross the United 

States to Show the Different Cachets, Etc.

SINGLE-FRAME DIVISION
GRAND AWARD

Eliot A. Landau - The 1909 Lincoln Commemorative
Issues: Early Uses and First Day Covers

Gold Medal

GOLD MEDALS
Dale Lilljedahl - Polish Prisoners of War

1944 Olympic Games
Best Exhibit by a Texas Philatelic Association Member

Greg Shoults - Washington and Franklin Coils 
1910 Issue Perf. 8.5

Greg Shoults - Washington and Franklin Coils 
1912 Issue Perf. 8.5

VERMEIL MEDALS
Frank Braithwaite - 13¢ Benjamin Harrison

Stamp of 1902
Aaron Li - Imperial China—Red Revenue 4¢

Surcharged Stamp of 1897—A Study of the Plating
David Y. Lu - The Shanghai-Manchouli Flight by
Eurasia Aviation Corporation (April-June, 1931)

SILVER MEDALS
Donald A. Chafetz - Israel’s Dateless

Cancellations 1948-1955
Alred F. Kugel - Russian Post Offices

Abroad in Manchuria 1900-1921
William Schultz - Support the Troops - Military

Mail from West Chester, PA - 1824-1864

SILVER-BRONZE MEDALS
Jeffrey S. Arndt - The Canadian

5-Cent Blue Wilding Queen
George Cosentini - Rationing in the WWII Period
of Time in Countries Other than the United States
Jeffrey Erichson - Mail from Hawaii 1941-1945

YOUTH DIVISION
GOLD MEDAL

Tim Hodges - Falconiforms
American Topical Association Best Youth Topical Exhibit

VERMEIL MEDAL
Chris Hodges - Sailing Ships

and the Sailors Who Sailed Them

SILVER MEDAL
Andrew Hodges - Baseball
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By Gil Weiser
We are pleased to bring you the first auction effort in a number of years by either the Texas 

Philatelic Association or the Oklahoma Philatelic Society.
Bids for the items listed below will be accepted only from TPA and OPS members. Please see 

the “Rules and Bid Form” at the end of this lot listing for bidding instructions and an explanation 
of the abbreviations and symbols used below. Scott catalogue numbers are used unless otherwise 
noted. Refer to Scott catalogues for grading standards, particularly on older issues.

The presence or absence of a photo relating to a particular lot does not reflect on its desirability. 
Only lots turned in early are reproduced in high resolution in this publication. Most all lots are 
pictured on the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org. The auction closes June 5. Good Luck!

UNITED STATES
1.  #11, Orange Red, full left and right margin, 

low at bottom, cut at top, light blue cancel, F: 
2007 Scott value $12.50 ......................MB $4.00

2.  #65, 3¢ Rose with Cooperstown, NY, nice 
geometric fancy cancel type GE-M13, VG-F; 
Est. value $50.00. ..............................MB $25.00

�.  #77, 15¢ Black, one faulty perf. at top, one 
pulled perf. at left, number in pencil on back, F-
VF; 2007 Scott value $175.00 ..........MB $20.00

4.  #97 12¢ Black with F Grill, light black can-
cel, a few nibbed perfs., F-VF; 2007 Scott value 
$225.00..............................................MB $40.00

5.  #209, 10¢ Brown re-engraved Banknote 
issue, very light cancel, VF; 2007 Scott value 
$6.00....................................................MB $�.00

6.  #297, 5¢ Pan American Expo Niagara Falls 
Bridge, F-VF; 2007 Brookman value $15.75 .....

 .............................................................MB $7.50
7.  #307, 10¢ Pale Red Brown, perfs. cut de-

sign on right, super color, HR, VG-F; Scott val-
ue $70.00 ...........................................MB $20.00

8.  #368, 2¢ Lincoln Memorial horizontal pair, 
beautiful specimen, NH, VF; 2007 Brookman 
value $1�0.00; ...................................MB $65.00

9.  #399, 5¢ Blue Pan-Pacific perf. 12, light can-
cel, rich dark blue color, a premium specimen, 
VF; 2007 Scott value $9.50 ................MB $6.00

10.   #462a, 1¢ Green booklet pane, VG-F; 2006 
Scott value $12.50. ..............................MB $6.00

11.  #634A, 2¢ Washington Type II rotary 
press, light flag cancel, VF; 2007 Brookman val-
ue $15.75; ............................................MB $8.00

12.  #1053, $5.00 Hamilton, appears very fine in 
color and centering but has a small crease and 
tear in the upper right corner that are not readily 
visible from front, NH, VF; 2007 Brookman val-
ue $125.00. ..........................................MB $6.00

1�.  #3505, Pan American Inverts Souvenir Sheet, 
NH, VF; 2006 Scott value $7.75. ........MB $�.50

14.  #C4, 8¢ Dark Green, VF; 2005 Scott value 
$14.00..................................................MB $5.00

15.  #C6, 24¢ Carmine, light cancel, F-VF; 2005 
Scott value $�0.00. ..............................MB $9.00

16.  #R86c, $3 Manifest, short perfs. on left, VF; 
2005 Scott value $40.00.  ..................MB $10.00

17.  #R87c, $3.50 Inland Exchange, herringbone 
cancel, one short perf. at top, F; 2005 Scott val-
ue $60.00  ..........................................MB $12.00

18.  #R93c, $10.00 Charter Party, some short 
perfs., F; 2005 Scott value $�2.50. .....MB $6.00

19.  #RW36, $3.00 White-winged Scoters, small 
crease and stains on upper half of design; Est. 
value $65.00 ......................................MB $20.00

HAWAII
20.  #34, 18¢ Dull Rose, NG, F; 2007 Scott value 

$85.00................................................MB $19.00

21.  #41, 15¢ Red Brown, NG, F-VF; 2007 Scott 
value $55.00 ......................................MB $20.00

22.  #R14, $1.00 Black, LH, F; 2007 Scott value 
$20.00.........................................................NMB

U.S. POSTAL HISTORY
2�.  Laredo, Texas to Hamburg, Germany; 

5¢ embossed UPU rate envelope, mailed �-29-
1882; Est. value $25.00 ..............................NMB

24.  Corpus Christi, Texas to Laredo, agent 
marking on 2¢ embossed envelope addressed to 
Rio Grande City, Texas, Oct 2, 188?; Est. value 
$15.00 ........................................................NMB

25.  Red Fairview Texas 1-18-1886 to Ken-
tucky; 2¢ embossed envelope with full write-
up on cover back about a Victoria land situation; 
Est. value $15.00 ........................................NMB

Lot  Description
No. 

Lot  Description
No. 

TPA/OPS Spring Auction 2007 underway
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26.  Three Mexican stamps on advertised and 
unclaimed cover sent to San Patricio County, 
Texas,12-26-1914; Est. value $10.00 .........NMB

27.  Greece to Corpus Christi, Texas. Annotat-
ed: “Mailed at site of old Samos, the birthplace 
of Pythagorias;” Est. value: $5.00 ..............NMB

 U.S. FIRST DAY AND SPECIAL COVERS
28.  U.S. #751, 1¢ Green Omaha Souvenir Sheet 

FDC, addressed to Waco, Texas, no cachet; 2006 
Scott value $�5.00 .............................MB $16.00

29.  U.S., #B2, 9/11 Heroes, cacheted “In Memory 
of STS-107, Feb. 1, 200�” Space Shuttle Colum-
bia; Est. value ? ..........................................NMB

�0.  Canal Zone, #105 1¢ Green, FDC, Balboa 
Heights, 10-�-1928, addressed, no cachet; 2005 
Scott value $17.50 ...............................MB $5.00

�1.   Canal Zone, #140 25¢ Green, FDC block 
of six with plate #60141, Cristobal, 8-16-1948, 
addressed, cacheted with small photo of Canal 
Zone administration building in Balboa, slight 
envelope gum and tropical staining; 2005 Scott 
value $�.50 .................................................NMB

�2.  Canal Zone, #141 10¢ CZ Biological Area, 
FDC, Curundu, 4-17-1948, addressed, no ca-
chet; 2005 Scott value $�.00 ......................NMB

��.  Canal Zone, #C37 8¢ 50th Anniversary, 
“Official” FDC, Balboa, 8-15-1964, on pam-
phlet which opens to show Canal Zone map with 
complete set of 6 1964 airmail stamps, uncan-
celed and attached to map, excellent condition; 
Est. value $15.00 .................................MB $6.00 

�4.  Canal Zone, “Last Day” for U.S. Postal 
operations, 2-16-1999, Rodman NAS, oversize 
cover franked with U.S. #�167 and #�257, beau-
tiful cachet signed by designer, unaddressed; 
Est. value, ? ................................................NMB

AUSTRALIA
�6.  #218-21, 5/-, 10/-, £1 and £2 Arms of Austra-

lia high values, light to medium cancels, F-VF; 
Est. value $29.50 ...............................MB $12.00

CANADA
�7.  #158, 50¢ Schooner “Bluenose,” very nice 

with light cancel; One small corner crease, F-
VF; Scott value $45.00 .....................MB $10.00

�8.   #245, $1 Chateau de Ramezay inscrip-
tion block, LR position, one stamp LH, all oth-
ers NH, VF; 2007 Brookman value $450.00 NH, 
$�00.00 LH .....................................MB $150.00

CYPRUS
�9.  #11, ½pi Emerald Green, numerical cancel 

C�9, F; Scott value $45.00 ..................MB $9.00

40.  #13, 2pi Ultramarine, F-VF; Scott value 
$�0.00..................................................MB $6.00

41.  #16, ½pi on ½pi Green, light CDS bullseye 
cancel, F-VF; Cat value $75.00 ........MB $15.00

42.  #278-91, Definitive Set, LH, F-VF; 2007 Scott 
value $20.60 ........................................MB $8.00

FRANCE
4�.   #254A, 20fr Orange Brown, light cancel, no 

flaws, VF; Est. value $30.00 ...............MB $6.00
44.  #300, 1.50fr S.S. Normandie, almost bulls-

eye CDS cancel, VF; Scott 2006 value $1.25 .....  
...............................................................MB $.50

FRENCH SOUTHERN & ANTARCTIC TERR.
45.  #84, 85, 89-93, 97, 99, and C64-9, NH, F-VF; 

Scott value $15.00+ ..............................MB 6.00
GERMANY

�5.  #C37 on Zeppelin cover from Friedrichaven 
to New York, 10 Oct. cancel with 10 Oct. New 
York backstamp, stamp is VF and alone catalogs 
$�5.00; Est. value $60.00-$75.00 .....MB $�0.00 

46.  #C61-4, Airmail set, NH, VF; 2007 Scott value 
$27.80. .......................................................NMB 

47.   #MC1, block of 4 with “Feldpost”cancel, 
CTO with gum, F-VF; Est. value $1.20; ....NMB

GREAT BRITAIN
48.  #49, 3d Rose, plate #7, beautiful color, right 

side trimmed but sizeable margin remains, NG, 
VG-F; Est. value $400; .....................MB $40.00

HONG KONG
49.  #37, 2¢ Green, with minor stain on back only, 

MH. F-VF; Scott value $14.00.  .........MB $1.50
50.  #39, 4¢ Carmine Rose, MH, VF; Scott value 

$15.00..................................................MB $�.50
51.  #45, 10¢ Ultramarine, LH, F-VF; Scott val-

ue $50.00 ...........................................MB $12.00
52.  #48, 30¢ Brown, MH, VF; Scott value 

$�5.00..................................................MB $8.50
5�.  #167, 5¢ Green, tiny GD upper left, LH, VG-

F; Scott value $�0.00 ..........................MB $6.00
ICELAND

54.  #229a, 2k Dark Gray perf. 11½, GD, F-VF; 
Scott value $7.75 .................................MB $�.00

IRELAND
55.  #76, 1sh Light Blue, fresh, good color, NH, 

VF; Scott value $70.00 .....................MB $15.00

Lot  Description
No. 

Lot  Description
No. 

LOT LISTING CONTINUED ON PAGE 23.
ILLUSTRATIONS OF SELECTED ITEMS

APPEAR ON PAGES 22-23
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ITALY
56.  #540, 20l Ludovico A. Muratori, LH, F-VF; 

Scott value $1.75 .................................MB $0.50
JAMAICA

57.  #1, 1p Blue, watermark 45, writing on reverse, 
F-VF; 2007 Scott value $15.00 .............MB �.00

SAINT HELENA
58.  #12, 1p on 6p Brown Red, number pencilled 

on back, F-VF; Scott value $20.00 .....MB $7.00
THAILAND

59.  #498-9, Syncom Satellite set, NH, VF; Scott 
value $�.50 ..........................................MB $1.00

MISCELLANEOUS
60.  53 Different Unaddressed Cacheted Space 

Related Covers, in album with vinyl padded 
cover, no major cachet makers, from various 
launch and monitoring stations, shipping weight 
2 lbs.; Est. value ?. ..............................MB $7.00

61.  U.S, #4121 Oklahoma Centennial, two 
FDCs with beautiful cachets designed by noted 
stamp designers; Est. value ? ............MB $15.00 

62. U.S., Carton of Small Town Oklahoma Can-
cels Mostly on 2” x 4” Cuts, no Oklahoma City 
or Tulsa, many hundreds with some duplication, 
most on places like Taft, Checotah (Carrie Un-
derwood!), Park Hill, etc., weight � lbs.; Est. val-
ue ? .............................................................NMB

6�. Panama, Three PPCs with color scenes of new-
est Panama Canal Bridge, excellent condition, 
2004 vintage, all are “A Peter G. Exclusiva;” 
Postcard News value $1.50 .................MB $1.50

64.  Great Britain, Six Censored Covers, all 
franked in 1944 with G.B. #2�9 and addressed to 
Lockheed Aircraft in Burbank, California; Est. 
value ? .................................................MB $�.00

65. Mexico, 100 Used Revenue Stamps, 90+ dif-
ferent varieties; Est. value ? .......................NMB

LATE ENTRIES
66.  U.S, #704-715 Washington Bicentennial set, 

NH, VF; 2005 Scott value, $�0.25 ...MB: $18.00
67.  U.S., #1909 $9.35 Eagle and Moon, single 

copy remaining attached in original booklet cov-
er, F-VF; Est. value $21.00 .............. MB $15.00

68.  U.S., 1947 CIPEX Issues, #947 and #948 on 
#UC17 sent to Dallas, Texas from New York Ex-
hibition Station one week after first day; Est. val-
ue ? .............................................................NMB

*** END OF SALE ***
AUCTION CLOSES

JUNE 5, 2007

Lot  Description
No. 

To view more lots, please visit
www.texasphilatelic.org.

Auction closes June 5, 2007.

64 EX
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TPA/OPS Spring Auction 2007
RULES AND BID FORM

YOU MUST BE A MEMBER OF THE TEXAS PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION (TPA) OR
THE OKLAHOMA PHILATELIC SOCIETY (OPS) TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS AUCTION!

1. All lots go to the highest bidder. Lots with minimum bids are denoted by the abbreviation MB followed by 
the minimum amount. The abbreviation NMB means no minimum bid. All bidding will be in U.S. dollars.

2. Standard philatelic terms and symbols used in lot descriptions for brevity. The key below describes more 
commonly used ones.

  Unused NH - never hinged EF - exceptionally well centered
  Used LH - lightly hinged VF - well centered
  Cover MH - significant hinge mark F - not well centered, perfs. clear of design
  Block HR - hinge remnant VG-F - perfs. cut into design
 FDC - first day cover GD/DG - gum disturbance CTO - canceled-to-order
 PC - postal card NG - no gum CDS - circular date stamp
 PPC - picture post card SE - straight edge EX - example from multiple item lot
�. The minimum bid increment is 50 cents. The auctioneer reserves the right to withdraw any lot submitted for 

any prudent reason. Also, he may discard bids on no minimum bid lots which are unreasonable.
4. The auctioneer makes no certification or guarantee as to the authenticity of the lots. The lot descriptions 

are provided by the sellers. Items may be returned for refund within 5 days of receipt only if incorrectly 
described, but not for imperfections visible in photographed items. Multiple item lots may not be returned.

4. Payment for lots won will be made by check or money order (or cash, if tendered in person) within 5 days of 
receipt, except for items to be picked up at the National Topical Stamp Show, June 15-17, which must be paid 
for at the time of pick up. Make check or money order payments to: Gil Weisser, TPA/OPS Auction. Persons 
requesting hand-delivered lots at the Topical Stamp Show will be notified by mail of their winning bids at the 
conclusion of the auction, about one week before the show. The auction closes midnight, June 5. Mailing 
of lots and notices will follow as soon thereafter as possible.

6. For this auction, NO commission is being charged to either seller or buyer.
7. Bids may be submitted on the bid form included in The Texas Philatelist and in The Oklahoma Philatelist, 

or a photocopy thereof. Bids may also be submitted on the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org. Send 
mailed bids to: Gil Weisser, P.O. Box 2179, Muskogee, OK 74402-2179. Placing of a bid constitutes your 
acceptance of the rules of this auction.

8. Winning bidders will be charged the actual cost of postage and insurance on mailed lots. Bidders desiring 
their lots to be mailed may opt out of insurance by checking the appropriate box on bid forms.

9. Personal (Bidder) Data:

Name  TPA or  OPS Membership No.

Address E-mail
City State Zip Phone

Check whichever option applies:
 I will pick up the lots I win at the National Topical Stamp Show.
 Mail my lots to me (check one):  I want postal insurance.  I do not want postal insurance.

Lot Number Bid (50¢ Increments) Lot Number Bid (50¢ Increments)

$ $

$ $

$ $

$ $

$ $

$ $
.
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Unless otherwise noted, admission and parking are free at all shows and bourses listed. Specific details 
are not provided for repeating events beyond the first insertion. For inclusion on this calendar and the 
one on our website www.texasphilatelic.org select the “Philatelic Event Registration” option under 
the “At Your Service” heading on the website home page or prepare the data in the format below and 
write to: Douglas Moss editor, The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

MAY	5-6	 TSDA	HOUSTON	STAMP	FAIR	
2007 Bourse at the Ramada Plaza Hotel, 7611 Katy Frwy., Houston, Texas. Hours: 

Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

JUN.	2-3	 TSDA	DALLAS	STAMP	FAIR	(New Location)
2007 Bourse at the Richardson Civic Center, 411 W. Arapaho Rd., (Next to Richard-

son City Hall), Richardson, Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

JUN.	15-17	 NATIONAL	TOPICAL	STAMP	SHOW	2007
2007 58th annual exhibition and convention of the American Topical Association 

at the Sheraton Grand Hotel - DFW Airport, 4440 W. John W. Carpenter Frwy. 
(State Highway 114 at Esters Blvd. exit), Irving, Texas. Western-themed show 
features APS World Series of Philately exhibits, dealer bourse, cacheted cov-
ers and show cancellations, and many special activities. Hours: Friday and 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m to 4 p.m. Contact: ATA Central 
Office, P.O. Box 57, Arlington, TX 76004-0057; (817) 274-1181.

JUL.	14-15	 KINGWOOD	STAMP	SHOW
2007 Exhibition and bourse of the Kingwood Stamp Club, Magnolia Complex, 

2725 Wilson Rd. (south of Will Clayton Pkwy. on left side), Humble, Texas. 
Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Denny 
Ludlow, dennyludlow@aol.com.

JUL.	14-15	 WACO	COIN	AND	STAMP	SHOW
2007 Bourse of the Waco Coin Club, Texas Ranger Hall of Fame Knox Center, 100 

Texas Ranger Trl. (I-35 and University Parks Dr.—Exit 335B), Waco, Texas. 
Hours: Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Waco Coin 
Club, P.O. Box 24267, Waco, TX 76702-4267; wacocoinclub@aol.com.

JUL.	21-22	 TSDA	DALLAS	STAMP	FAIR	
2007 See Jun. 2-3 listing for details.

JUL.	28-29	 ARK-LA-TEXAS	COIN	STAMP	&	CARD	EXPOSITION	
2007 Coin, stamp and postcard exhibition of the Red River Stamp Society and 

Shreveport Coin Club at the Bossier Civic Center, 620 Benton Rd., Bossier 
City, Louisiana. Dealers, club exhibits, chance board, cachet, cancel and USPS 
substation. Hours: Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

AUG.	4-5	 TSDA	SAN	ANTONIO	STAMP	FAIR	
2007 Bourse at the Marquis Inn, 2635 N.E. Loop 410 (Exit 25B at Perrin-Beitel Rd.), San 

Antonio, Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

calendar of events
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SEP.	14-16		 GREATER	HOUSTON	STAMP	SHOW	2007
2007 Annual exhibition and bourse of the Houston Philatelic Society at the 

Humble Civic Center, 8233 Will Clayton Pkwy. (exit U.S. Hwy. 59 at Will 
Clayton Pkwy. and go east), Humble, Texas. Features exhibits, 33-dealer 
bourse, beginners’ booth, Sam Houston Philatelics auction, USPS substation, 
cacheted cover and show cancellation. Hours: Friday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Jonathan Topper, PMB 327, 8524 
Highway 6 N., Houston, TX 77269-0042; jctopper@yahoo.com.

SEP.	29-30	 TSDA	DALLAS	STAMP	FAIR	
2007 See Jun. 2-3 listing for details.

OCT.	12-13	 TEXAS	PRECANCEL	CLUB	FALL	ROUNDUP
2007 Fall auction and bourse of the Texas Precancel Club at the Country Inn & 

Suites, 2200 Mercado Dr., Fort Worth, Texas. Hours: Friday 9 a.m. to ? p.m., 
Saturday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Auction on Saturday at 2 p.m. Contact: Katherine 
Foster, khfoster@tex.net.

OCT.	27-28	 TSDA	SAN	ANTONIO	STAMP	FAIR	
2007 See Aug. 4-5 listing for details.

NOV.	1-3		 OKPEX	2007 (Show dates have changed to Thursday-Saturday)
2007 Annual exhibition and bourse of the Oklahoma City Stamp Club at a to 

be determined location in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Show features APS 
World Series of Philately exhibits, dealer bourse, cacheted cover and show 
cancellation. Hours: Thursday 2 p.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6 pm., Satur-
day 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Joe Crosby, 5009 Barnsteeple Ct., Oklahoma 
City, OK 73142-5405; joecrosby@cox.net.

NOV.	10-11	 MID-CITIES	STAMP	EXPO
2007 20th annual exhibition and bourse of the Mid-Cities Stamp Club at the 

Grapevine Convention Center, 1209 S. Main St., Grapevine, Texas. Features 
exhibits, 24-dealer bourse, beginners’ booth, giant mixture pick, silent auc-
tion, chance board, USPS substation, cacheted cover and show cancellation. 
Contact Stanley Christmas, elvira6@swbell.net.

DEC.	1-2	 TSDA	HOUSTON	STAMP	FAIR	
2007 See May 5-6 listing for details.

APR.	18-20	 TEXPEX	2008
2008 The 112th annual exhibition and convention of the Texas Philatelic Associa-

tion at the Doubletree Dallas Hotel Near the Galleria, 4099 Valley View Ln. 
(I-635 at Midway exit), Dallas, Texas. Show features World Series of Philately 
exhibits, bourse, youth booth, USPS substation, cacheted cover and show 
cancellation. TPA meetings scheduled on Saturday as follows: Foundation 
Trustees at 8:00 a.m.; Board of Directors at 9:00 a.m.; Annual Meeting at 10:00 
a.m. Hours: Friday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Southwest Philatelic Foundation, P.O. Box 835491, 
Richardson, TX 75083-5491.
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Many innovations in store at NTSS 2007
Irving, Texas event designed to appeal to non-topical collectors

By Ray Cartier

Many innovations are in store for collec-
tors visiting the National Topical Stamp 

Show 2007, the American Topical Association 
(ATA) exhibition scheduled for June 15-17 at 
the Sheraton Grand Hotel in Irving, Texas.

Most noticeable will be the fact that the 
event is no longer designed to appeal just to 
topical collectors, and that numerous nontra-
ditional attractions have been booked relating 
to the show’s western theme.

 Concerning a decision to publicize the 
presence of non-topical dealers, “We want 
to make this a show for all stamp collectors 
to enjoy,” said ATA executive director Ray 
E. Cartier. “By having a wide assortment of 
dealers at the show we can allow many other 
people to see that topical collecting may dove-
tail well with their current collections, opening 
a window of creativity to many.”

Intermingled with 
the normal show func-
tions will be a saddled 
Texas Longhorn steer, 
eight live “Texas Crit-
ters,” authors of books 
on western outlaws 
and lawmen, country 
singers, mariachis and 
a visit by an astronaut 
from Houston, Texas, 

all tied in with the western theme.
High on list of philatelic activities will 

be a first day of issue for a sheet of nine 
stamps reproducing old photos of groups of 
Texas Rangers, and a separate sheet portraying 
Texas Ranger Charles Goodnight, all from the 
Commonwealth of Dominica. They will be 
unveiled on the first day of the show by a cur-
rent-day Texas Ranger. A pictorial cancel will 
be available for use on the first day covers, as 
will a cachet for the Goodnight sheet, designed 
by noted stamp artist Chris Calle.

The U.S. Postal Service has authorized 
three separate western-themed cancellations 
for each day of the show. A different cachet 
will also be offered each day.

The National Topical Stamp Show is a 
World Series of Philately event, sanctioned 
by the American Philatelic Society. The Grand 
Prize will be a Remington bronze on a marble 
paten, in keeping with the show’s western 
theme. To encourage collectors to view the 
many outstanding topical exhibits, there will 
be an extra special activity—details will be 
available at the show. 

On tap will be a number of special dis-
plays, including some artifacts supplied by 
NASA, a Korean War propaganda howitzer 
shell, an Alamo on Stamps exhibit and an 
autographed man in space exhibit.

The Texas Philatelic Association, the 
American Philatelic Society and the Mid-Cit-
ies Stamp Club of Arlington are among the 
organizations that will have recruitment tables 
staffed throughout the event.

For the first time ever, all attendees will be 
required to sign in and then must wear badges 
to enter the main hall floor. This will help the 
ATA verify the attendance, determine which 
publicity and advertising efforts worked and 
verify room counts with the host hotel.

Attendees are encouraged to complete and 
submit pre-registration forms in advance of the 
show and submit them to the ATA early so that 
the names can be typed and any ribbons can be 
added. Registration forms are available on the 
ATA Internet website or at the ATA office, as 
shown at the conclusion of this article.

There will be a youth activities area with 
free stamps, games, and a mixture pick. Cheryl 
Edgecomb’s Youth Stamp Camp will appear 
at a National Topical Stamp Show for the 
first time. Also Carol Barr’s National Youth 
Champion of Champions competition will 
take place.

A special cancel will be 
available for use with 
the souvenir sheets pic-
tured on this issue’s The 
Texas Philatelist cover.
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As a favor to grandparents and parents, 
on Sunday afternoon the ATA will sponsor a 
cartoon room with two chaperons for children. 
This will allow the accompanying adults to 
visit dealers and view exhibits.

Although entry and parking are free, the 
show programs will be available in return for a 
tax-deductible donation of any size to the ATA 

Thursday, June 14
All Day Tour of Fort Worth Area Highlights 

(Ticketed).
9:00 a.m. ATA Board Meeting (Restricted).

Friday, June 15
9:15 a.m. First Day of Issue, Commonwealth of 

Dominica souvenir sheets honoring 
Texas Ranger Charles Goodnight, and 
150th Anniversary of the Remington 
Revolver, Chagall Room.

to help cover some of the excess costs incurred 
as a result of adding many of the new features 
and special entertainment.

For additional information, visit the ATA 
website at www.americantopicalassn.org, or 
contact the ATA at (817) 274-1181 or Amer-
ican Topical Association, P.O. Box 57, Arling-
ton, TX 76004-0057.  

10:00 a.m. Opening Ceremony: Boy Scout Troop 
175 Color Guard and Honorable Her-
bert Gears, Mayor of Irving, cut coil 
of stamps to open the show Atrium.

10:00 a.m. Exhibition and Bourse opens, Ball-
room.

10:15 a.m. ATA Handbook Signing by authors, 
Atrium.

1:00 p.m. ATA General Meeting.

NTSS 2007 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Three cachets have been designed to complement the different cancels the U.S. Postal Service will 
provide for each day of the National Topical Stamp Show 2007.

(continued on page 29)
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6:00 p.m. Exhibition and Bourse closes.
6:15 p.m. Country Entertainers, The Furlong 

Sisters, Foyer.
7:15 p.m. President’s Reception (Ticketed), 

Foyer.

Saturday, June 16
All Day Saddled Texas Longhorn Steer (Small 

photo fee by owners) Parking Lot out-
side the Atrium.

All Day Book Signing by Texas western authors 
from the National Outlaw and Law-
men Association (NOLA) Atrium.

9:00 a.m. Chapters Meeting for all ATA chap-
ters.

9:00 a.m. Judging Topicals seminar.
10:00 a.m. Exhibition and Bourse opens, Ball-

room.
10:00 a.m. Ships on Stamps Unit.
10:00 a.m. Biology Study Unit.
10:00 a.m. Christmas Philatelic Club.
11:00 a.m. Lepidopterists (Butterflies and Moths) 

Philatelic Association.
11:00 a.m. Gay and Lesbian History on Stamps 

Club.
12:00 a.m. Americana Study Unit.
12:00 a.m. Medical Subjects Unit.
12:00 a.m. Young Stamp Collectors of America.
1:00 p.m. Lighthouse Stamp Society.
1:00 p.m. Zooniversity: eight Texas critters and 

a zoologist, Atrium.
1:00 p.m. Europa Study Unit.
2:00 p.m. Tour of Boy Scouts U.S. Headquar-

ters Museum and Norman Rockwell 
Room.

2:00 p.m. Casey Jones Railroad Study Unit.
2:00 p.m. Aircraft Study Unit first meeting.
3:00 p.m. Space Study Unit.
3:00 p.m. Europa Study Unit.
3:00 p.m. American Association of Philatelic 

Exhibitors.
4:00 p.m. Critique of Exhibits by the panel of 

judges.
4:00 p.m. Penguins on Stamps formative gather-

ing.
6:00 p.m. Exhibition and Bourse closes.
6:30 p.m. No Host Reception.
7:00 p.m. Awards Banquet with Live Mariachi 

band “Alteno” and guest speaker, As-
tronaut Hank Hartsfield (Ticketed), 
Chagall Room

9:30 p.m. Tour of Exhibits (open to those attend-
ing the Awards Banquet), Ballroom.

Sunday, June 17
8:00 a.m. Study Units Officers and Editors 

meeting (restricted)
10:00 a.m. Exhibition and Bourse opens, Ball-

room.
10:00 a.m. Exhibiting Topicals seminar.
11:00 a,m. Exhibiting and Judging Roundtable.
1:00 p.m. Chaperoned Cartoons and Popcorn 

for youth. (adults may visit exhibits 
and dealers!) Degas Room.

2:00 p.m. Open ATA Forum, Q & A session 
with ATA leaders) 

4:00 p.m. NTSS closes until next year.
Monday, June 18

All Day Tour of Additional Fort Worth 
Area Highlights (Ticketed).

NTSS 2007
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

(continued from page 30)
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By Arthur P. von Reyn

Ray E. Cartier is the recipient of the Ameri-
can Topical Association’s Distinguished 

Topical Philatelist (DTP) Award for 2007. 
He is in his fifth year as executive director of 
the world’s largest society for topical stamp 

c o l l e c t o r s 
and has been 
a Texas Phila-
telic Associa-
tion member 
since 2001.

The DTP 
award will be 
presented at 
the awards 
banquet for 
the Nation-
a l  To p i c a l 
Stamp Show 
i n  I r v i n g , 

Texas on Saturday evening, June 16th.
Ray Cartier began collecting at age eight 

after his barber sold him stamps showing 
exotic animals and places. His interest waned 
in his late teens but returned in his mid-20s 
when he found his interest in manned space 
exploration applicable as a postmarked history 
of space events on covers. Later, the topics of 
aircraft, Jules Verne, and Jacques Cartier were 
added to that interest as he sub-specialized in 
primary recovery ships, NASA VIP cards and 
the planet Mars, among others. He has been 
awarded gold medals and taken home “Most 
Popular” awards for several of his exhibits, 
which include Man In Space, VIP Cards and 
Primary Recovery Ships.

Ray’s service to philately began in 1973 
when he and his wife, Karen, founded the 
Mid-Cities Stamp Club and he was elected 
their first president. With the friends that he 
made as a result of the club, he helped orga-
nize their first three stamp shows. The club 
recognized Ray and Karen by naming them 
Members Emeritus in 2004. In 1977, Ray co-

chaired the ATA’s TOPEX ’77 in Dallas. 
In the early 1980s, his first writing effort 

resulted in receipt of the first Forcheimer 
Literature Award, for a series of articles appear-
ing in The Texas Philatelist. He authored the 
Primary Recovery Ship Cover Handbook in 1992 
and later updated a Topical Collecting Hand-
book by John Groet, re-titling it, Topical Stamp 
Collecting: A Universal Hobby for Seniors.

In the Space Unit of the ATA, Ray served 
as awards chairman, vice president and then 
twice as president. In 1998, he received the 
Space Unit’s first Lester E. Winick Award for 
Service to Philately. He is also the founder of 
the Aircraft Study Unit of the ATA.

His articles have appeared in Topical Time, 
Linn’s Stamp News, Mekeels, Global Stamp 
News, Stamp Collector, The Texas Philatelist 
and in magazines in England, Belgium, Croa-
tia and South Africa. He was also published 
in American Way magazine, among others. 
Currently he writes a philatelic column that 
appears in the Lancaster (PA) Senior News 
and Mekeels and Stamps, as well as his regular 
articles in the ATA’s Topical Time.

In addition to being a 35-year member of 
the ATA, Ray holds memberships in the Space 
Unit, the TPA, the Mask Study Unit and the 
Jack Knight Airmail Society, and is a director 
of the Mid-Cities Stamp Club.

Upon leaving the U.S. Air Force, Ray 
became involved in material and production 
control supervision and management, along 
with military procurement. After a major lay-
off, he operated a print and copy shop for three 
years, using that experience to bring print-on-
demand to the handbooks of the ATA.

He served 10 years as an American Red 
Cross chapter’s volunteer coordinator of disas-
ter volunteers, being given their Clara Barton 
Honor Award for Meritorious Volunteer 
Leadership in 1990.

The ATA has been selecting Distinguished 
Topical Philatelists from their membership 
since 1952.

Ray E. Cartier: Distinguished Topical Philatelist

RAY E. CARTIER
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Getting the word out about your stamp club
By Arthur P. von Reyn

Newsletters and programs were the two 
previous topics in this series on how to 

build or reinvigorate your local stamp club 
or society.

There’s a fundamental reason for initiating 
this discussion with those two topics; covering 
your bases in these areas must be accomplished 
before proceeding to the next step, which is 
publicizing your club to the world.

Great publicity efforts and massive mem-
bership drives won’t do much good if the 
visitors attracted to your meetings discover 
there’s not much going on once they get there. 
So, assuming your club now has a respectable 
newsletter and a full plate of activities going 
on at its meetings, let’s now discuss how to 
publicize your group.

To get started, you need to select an indi-
vidual who is willing to lead and coordinate 
your new member acquisition efforts. Many 
clubs specifically designate a membership 
chairperson; while experience in promotion or 
marketing is certainly a plus, simply observing 
the points made in this discussion should make 

this a task most any member can tackle.
Your publicity options are marketing to 

the general population or specifically targeting 
collectors. An example of the former is buying 
a display newspaper advertisement that invites 
the public to come to your meetings and 
give stamp collecting a try. The latter might 
encompass sending sample club newsletters 
to collectors on a mailing list supplied by a 
dealer member.

Now, let’s discuss specific methods of 
publicizing your club, commenting on their 
effectiveness, and beginning with ones that 
don’t require much financial commitment.

NEWSPAPERS
Small towns and suburban cities are usu-

ally served by community newspapers. These 
publications are always seeking local news, so 
a well-written press release about an upcoming 
meeting is a good way to draw visitors. The sto-

Editor’s Note: This article is the third in 
a series on how to inject new life in your 
local stamp club.

Essential components of a news release are: (1) a lead paragraph, (2) a second paragraph or paragraphs 
adding facts relating to the lead, (3) additional paragraphs providing more facts that may or may not 
relate to the lead, (4) a closing paragraph. Be sure the release is written in the third person—do not use 
“I,” “You,” or “We,” —and have a spouse or friend review the piece and check the dates.

NEWS RELEASE
Rare Stamp Inverts to be Highlighted at Local Club

American inverted stamps will be the topic of a program to be presented by Richie Rich of 
River Oaks at the April 5 meeting of the Houston Philatelic Society of Houston, Texas.

“Invert” refers to a multi-colored stamp having one color in the design printed upside 
down in relation to the other colors. These mistakes are quite rare, since printers’ errors are 
normally culled out and destroyed before stamps are sent to post offices.

Meetings of the Houston Philatelic Society feature opportunities hear varied programs on 
stamps, covers and postal history, plus buy and sell collectible items.

Meetings are held on the first and third Mondays of each month at the Central Presbyterian 
Church, �788 Richmond Avenue, Houston at 7:�0 p.m. Guests are always welcome, whether 
new at the hobby or well-seasoned veterans.
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ry should lead with details about 
the program and if applicable, 
the speaker. Other activities may 
also be mentioned—do include a 
photograph, if possible.

In writing a news release, don’t 
forget the five “Ws” of journalism: 
who, what, when, where and why. 
Be sure to provide all the facts 
and avoid expressing opinions 
or rumors. Write in the third 
person—do not use “I,” “You,” or 
“We.” Have another person, such 
as a spouse or friend, review the 
release for accuracy.

Do not inundate your local 
paper with press releases that are 
not really newsworthy; unless an 
“inverted Jenny” is on the block, 
most editors will not be interested 
in a press release on your club’s 
bimonthly auction.

If the local newspaper runs 
a “community events” calendar, 
make sure your meetings are listed 
therein on a regular basis. Doing 
so will may require sending a postcard to the 
publication once or several times a month, de-
pending on how frequently your group meets. 
This is a small investment for the occasional 
visitor or inquiry you will receive.

Philatelic columns in the big city newspa-
pers are a relic of the past, but there are still 
ways to get the word out about clubs located 
in metropolitan areas. Papers like The Dallas 
Morning News publish community news sec-
tions that are targeted to particular sections of 
the city, much like the community newspapers 
previously discussed. Another option is “shop-
per” newspapers that contain mainly local 
merchant ads but often need “filler” articles.
PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS

Nationwide collector publications like 
Linn’s Stamp News and Mekeels and Stamps 
Magazine do not cover local philatelic activity 
to any extent, other than information related 
to stamp shows. However, if your club happens 

to have something quite newsworthy, such as a 
nationally-known speaker at a meeting, or an 
honor being given to an outstanding philat-
elist, give them a try anyway. Please note that 
unlike local newspapers, you should submit 
your press release at least three or more weeks 
prior to the desired publication date.

One publication that is interested in your 
group’s activity on a regular basis is the one 
now in your hands, The Texas Philatelist. Every 
edition features “Chapters in Action,” a com-
pendium that allows you to tell your group’s 
story in words and even in pictures. Fewer 
than half our chapters ever submit anything 
for this feature, which is a bit sad considering 
it’s a great way to communicate with collectors 
in your area who are not currently members. 
For those who would like to give it a try, please 
note that reports can be either mailed to editor 
Douglas Moss or filed on our website, www.
texasphilatelic.org.

Big city newspapers are unlikely to run stamp club news releases 
in their main edition, but welcome organizational type news for 
sections circulated in specific areas of the city, such as this one 
published by The Dallas Morning News.
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RADIO AND TELEVISION
Radio and television broadcasters in larger 

cities are not likely to be much help in publiciz-
ing your club. There are just too many groups 
vying for the airtime available. Occasionally 
an opportunity will arise, however—the Mid-
Cities Stamp Club of Arlington was once able 
to get word out about its stamp show on the 
several local newscasts of the NBC station in 
Fort Worth. How did they do it? Its cachet 
honored the 50th anniversary of the first TV 
station in Texas, which just happened to be 
that particular station.

Clubs in smaller communities will prob-
ably find better luck with the broadcast 
media, particularly radio stations. 
Also, don’t forget that many cable 
television systems offer not only 
community calendars but also the 
opportunity to produce programs 
of local interest for airing over their 
systems.

POSTERS
Another way to publicize a 

club is to place posters in public 
places like post offices, local stamp 
shops, libraries, supermarket bulle-
tin boards, business storefronts and 
the like. Some locations are more 
effective than others, stamp shops 
being optimal and post office lobbies 
running a close second; even casual 
collectors and accumulators tend 

to frequent post offices for commemorative 
issues.

Postmasters are sometimes reticent about 
placing posters in their facilities. At one time, 
it seems there was a citation in the Domestic 
Mail Manual that authorized placement of 
posters for local clubs in post office lobbies. 
Unfortunately, a reference to this does not 
appear to exist in the current edition on the 
Internet; the author would be pleased to hear 
from anyone who has better information.
FLYERS AND BUSINESS CARDS

Most stamp shows and bourses have “pub-
lication tables” where clubs and societies can 
place flyers or business cards. This is a great op-
portunity for picking up some new members. 
Shows and bourses are often the first events 
that collectors who are new-to-town attend, 
and often these newcomers make inquiries 
about local philatelic activities.

Materials left at such events should not 
only include information about the meeting 
location and times, but also name a contact so 
interested parties can verify meetings are being 
held as scheduled and ask for directions, etc. 
Inclusion of a simple map is a great idea.

In deciding whether to use flyers or busi-
ness cards, note that flyers are much more 

Business cards are handy for publicizing clubs; 
they can be given out at stamp shops, stamp 
shows, and dealer bourses. Flyers and posters 
should utilize the same type information, and  due 
to their larger size, are more likely to be seen.

Stamp clubs often respond to offers of a free web pages on the 
Internet, such as ones like this, which are available to chapter 
members of the Texas Philatelic Association. Clubs should keep 
track of their Internet presence to make sure information is 
up-to-date. Outdated web pages seem to be the norm on the 
Internet and make organizations appear to be defunct.

Founded 1957                        APS Chapter 4000

TEXANA STAMP CLUB
Meets 1st and 3rd Monday of each month
(No third Monday meetings in November and December)

First Texana Church, Room 100, 1000 Main St.
Member trading starts at 6:30 p.m. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.

For information: (555) 555-5555 • texana@aol.org
MEMBER TEXAS PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION
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noticeable while business cards are 
handy for placement in a wallet or 
purse.

THE INTERNET
A majority of collectors, both 

young and old, are quite comfort-
able using computers these days, so 
a club should definitely have some 
sort of presence on the Internet. The 
Texas Philatelic Association offers its 
chapters listings on its website and 
free web pages. Many other societ-
ies with which your organization is 
affiliated might provide some sort of 
gratis listing as well.

In accepting free listings on the 
Internet, do keep track of them and 
make sure they are updated. Listings 
on the American Philatelic Society 
website (www.stamps.org) and the 
TPA website (www.texasphilatelic.
org) are maintained via chapter re-
port forms sent out annually; be 
sure the chapter representative turns 
them in. Others, like those on the 
Virtual Stamp Club website (www.
virtualstampslub.com) are refreshed 
only when clubs send new data. A 
web page that lists officers from more 
than half a decade ago may indicate 
to some viewers that the organiza-
tion is defunct; one quite active TPA 
chapter has an abandoned listing on 
the Virtual Stamp Club. In addition, 
around a half dozen TPA chapters 
have far outdated ones appearing 
on the TPA website, apparently because those 
clubs don’t want to bother with returning their 
annual chapter activity reports.

Most groups have one or more members 
who are super computer literate. If that’s the 
case and there’s around $100 a year in the 
treasury to spend, consider establishing an 
entire website to promote your club. Basic 
information is when and were the club meets, 
who the officers are, and how to contact them. 

Expand on that to include details on upcom-
ing programs, the next stamp show, field trips, 
awards and honors, local philatelic events, a 
downloadable membership application form 
and so forth. For examples, take a look at 
some of the TPA chapters websites linked 
from www.texasphilatelic.org/chapters.htm.

Now let’s move on to some considerably 
more expense options for publicizing your 
organization.

Several clubs in Texas rent space on the Internet, providing 
a comprehensive look at their organizations. The rental for a 
basic website costs around $100 a year, but having a profes-
sionally designed website can be quite expensive. A computer-
savvy club member should be appointed to design the website 
and keep the information on it current.
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HUNT & CO.
Buyers, Sellers and Appraisers

of Stamps for Collectors
10711 Burnett Road, Suite 314

Austin, Texas 78758

Telephone: (512) 8�7-9997 or (800) 458-5745
FAX: (512) 8�7-9904  E-Mail: bhunt@huntstamps.com

WE
ARE

BUYING!

DIRECT MAILING
Call it a “junk mail” if you like, but direct 

mail to known collectors achieves the best re-
sults in soliciting new members for a philatelic 
organization.

The TPA and other collector groups have 
always found great success by sending a sample 
of the official publication, which would be a 
club newsletter or journal, accompanied by a 
letter describing the organization and its activi-
ties, plus a membership application.

To get started, acquire a list of area collec-
tors. Two great places to start are the American 
Philatelic Society and the Texas Philatelic As-
sociation, which provide their chapters lists of 
collectors for a nominal fee. Should a club not 
be a member of either of these organizations, 
then that’s another good reason to join. A lo-
cal stamp dealer or a regional stamp dealers’ 
organization are other possibilities.

When acquiring another group’s mailing 
list, exercise care; usage may be limited to one 
time. Use current rate commemorative stamps 
if the mailing is first-class; that way pieces 
won’t look like “junk” mail.

In case this method seems too expensive, 
consider the fact that a targeted mailing could 
result in a 5% to 10% positive response rate, 
meaning a club could gain 5 to 10 new mem-
bers from just one mailing to 100 collectors. 
A second “follow-up” mailing will improve 

on those results. Direct mail will probably 
achieve a far better response than anything 
else discussed in this article.
PAID ADVERTISING

If the club treasury is really flush, give paid 
advertising a shot. The cheapest alternative is a 
listing in the Yellow Pages, maybe under a clas-
sification like “stamp dealers and supplies.” In 
these days of the Internet and, in larger cities, 
multiple editions of Yellow Pages, this is prob-
ably not as viable an option as it once was.

There are seemingly endless types of other 
paid advertising opportunities, ranging from 
newspapers and magazines to broadcast media 
and outdoor advertising.

The problem with using mass media to 
advertise a club is that the number of collec-
tors reached is quite tiny in relation to the 
universe of readers, viewers or listeners, so 
the cost will be extremely high relative to the 
results achieved.

Unless a club has a really rich benefactor, 
use of paid advertising to promote anything 
other than a stamp show should be restricted 
to philatelic publications like this journal or 
the national philatelic media.

The next article in this series will be rela-
tively short, but equally or more important 
than everything discussed so far, “How do you 
make those visitors you’ve worked so hard to 
come to your meetings feel at home?” 
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texas cancels
This is a listing of special pictorial cancels recently authorized for use in Texas, or of interest to collectors in 

Texas. This information is excerpted from recent editions of The Postal Bulletin. If available, the sponsor of the pictorial 
postmark appears in italics under the date. Sponsors	are	encouraged	to	submit	copies	of	their	artwork	directly	
to	this	publication	as	soon	as	practical;	often	the	window	for	obtaining	cancels	is	almost	closed	by	the	time	
notice	is	published	in	The Postal Bulletin.

According to the U.S. Postal Service, requests for these cancels must be postmarked no later than 30 days fol-
lowing the indicated postmark date. All requests must include a stamped envelope or postcard bearing at least the 
minimum first-class postage; items bearing postage issued after the postmark date will be returned unserviced.

Place the envelope or postcard in a larger envelope and address it to: PICTORIAL POSTMARKS, followed by 
the NAME OF THE STATION, ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP+4 CODE, exactly as listed below (using all capitals and no 
punctuation, except the hyphen in the ZIP+4 code). A larger SASE must be enclosed if the item submitted for a 
special cancel is unaddressed.

March 29, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
COAHOMA KINDERGARTEN 

RODEO
STATION
POSTMASTER

April 7, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
PUMP JACK STATION
POSTMASTER
200 W CLEVELAND AVE
ELECTRA TX 76360-9998

March 25, 2007
Austin American-Statesman
CAPITOL 10000 STATION
CUSTOMER RELATIONS
COORDINATOR
8225 CROSSPARK DR
AUSTIN TX 78710-9998

March 16, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
ST PATTYS STATION
POSTMASTER
210 N MADDEN ST
SHAMROCK TX 79079-9998

March 24–25, 2007
AMBUC’S National Chapter
RATTLESNAKE ROUNDUP STA-

TION
POSTMASTER
501 S MAIN ST
BIG SPRING TX 79720-9998

March 30, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
GRAND OPENING STATION
POSTMASTER
88 N ZARAGOSA RD
EL PASO TX 79907-9998

April 14, 2007
Burnet Chamber of Commerce
BLUEBONNET FESTIVAL STA-

TION
POSTMASTER
508 E JACKSON ST
BURNET TX 78611-9998

May 5, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
MAYFEST STATION
POSTMASTER
300 E SANTE FE ST
BANGS TX 76823-9998

May 4, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
100TH BIRTHDAY STATION
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
LAZBUDDIE TX 79053-9998

May 5, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
100TH BIRTHDAY STATION
POSTMASTER
120 4TH ST
FARWELL TX 79325-9998

May 7, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
100TH BIRTHDAY STATION
POSTMASTER
108 SECOND ST
BOVINA TX 79009-9998

May 8, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
100TH BIRTHDAY STATION
POSTMASTER
1010 MAIN ST
FRIONA TX 79035-9998

Please note that special cancels are often available 
after the 30-day grace period has passed as many 
postmasters do not return them promptly for de-
struction or the grace period is extended.
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chapters in action

Austin-Texas Stamp Club: The April 3 program at the Howson Branch Library was a 
talk on “Captain Cook” given by Phil Nordstrom, who prepared a handout for everyone that 
included a Captain Cook stamp plus some pictures and a brief history of Cook’s three voy-
ages to Hawaii. The April 17 meeting at the Senior Activity Center featured an auction. The 
club meets from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., with the business meeting starting at 7:30 p.m. The 
elected officers for 2007 are Sam vanBlarcom, president; Jean Gates, vice-president; Patricia 
Gray, secretary; Lyle Boardman, treasurer; Chris Durden, John Karabic, Bob Gray and Phil 
Nordstrom, executive board members.

Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society (DPCPS): The DPCPS has new location for their 
bi-monthly meetings. Thanks to the sponsorship of Dr. Harold Boehning, the club now meets 
at the Edgemere Retirement Community, 8523 Thackery St., Dallas. The accommodations are 
wonderful with big tables, comfortable chairs and great lighting. At the April 11 meeting, Ray 
Cartier of the American Topical Association was the main speaker. Ray is the director of the 
ATA and spoke of the upcoming National Topical Stamp Show to be held in Irving in June.

Fred Sawyer Chapter #56, AFDCS: At the March 17 meeting, Mike Gibson discussed 
Anderson cachets and showed many items from his collection. On April 14, a member who 

Report chapter activities by Internet or mail!
To report the activities of your chapter or unit, simply go to www.texasphilatelic.org 

and select the “Chapter Reports” option under the “At Your Service” heading on the home 
page. Minutes may still be sent by mail to this address: Douglas Moss editor, The Texas 
Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

STAMP COLLECTIONS WANTED
I am always interested in buying collections and estates 
of United States and Foreign Stamps and Covers. For 
larger collections, I will visit you. I can offer many years 
of experience as a professional stamp dealer in Texas (call

for  a  f ree copy of  my book 
Fifty Years of Texas Philately). 
You will find that I treat both you 
and your stamps with the respect and 
courtesy you deserve.

FROM JUNE-OCTOBER
Contact me on Cape Cod:

P.O. Box 28�6
Orleans, MA 0265�

Phone (508) 240-268�

Charles Deaton
P.O. Box 340550
Austin, TX 78734

Phone (713) 927-9948
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is retired from a brokerage house discussed the 29-cent New York Stock Exchange stamp of 
1992. For the May 12 program, members were to bring ugly covers for show-and-tell. The 
group’s annual barbeque picnic was slated for June 9 at a member’s home.

Heart of Texas Stamp Club: Ron Allison presented “German Post Offices and Colonies 
in China” on March 1. The club program on April 5 was James Berryhill’s “International Phila-
telic Exhibitions in the United States. The club had a strong turnout for TEXPEX with seven 
members in attendance.

Houston Philatelic Society (HPS): The Houston Philatelic Society has a new home 
for the club website: http://www.houstonstampclub.org. Plan now to attend the 2007 
Greater Houston Stamp Show, September 14-16, 2007; see the “Calendar of Events” section 
of this journal for more details. In The Perforator, the HPS newsletter, Ron Strawser writes of 
the philatelic vacation to England he took with his wife Bethel. The HPS was well represented 
at TEXPEX with fourteen members in attendance.

Mid-Cities Stamp Club: At the April 4th meeting in Arlington, members heard Ray 
Cartier’s talk on “ATA Stamp Shows and How They are Run.” The club also accepted lots for 
their May auction. The April 18 meeting in Irving was highlighted by two APS slide shows.

Oklahoma Philatelic Society (OPS): Gil Weisser and Lavoy Hatchett were at TEXPEX 
with OPS sales books and taking lots for the TPA/OPS auction that is featured in this issue of 
The Texas Philatelist. The April/June edition of The Oklahoma Philatelist included several articles 
relating to the statewide first day of the new Oklahoma Statehood Centennial stamp.

San Antonio Philatelic Association (SAPA): The group was saddened to learn of the 
death of Calvin Richardson Nelson, D.O. He passed away March 12. Dr. Nelson served three 
terms as SAPA president and two terms as president of the Texas Philatelic Association. 
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Dr. Calvin R. Nelson: 1927-2007
Calvin Richard Nelson, D.O., an avid philatelist and past 

president of the Texas Philatelic Association, passed away 
March 12, 2007.

In addition to serving as president of the TPA from 1969-71 
and for the two years before that as vice president, Dr. Nelson 
was a board of directors member from 1971-77. He was chair-
man of the TPA convention in 1966 and also TEXANEX ‘71, 
the combined exhibition and convention of the American 
Philatelic Society and the TPA. Both events were hosted by the 
San Antonio Philatelic Association, in which he was elected to 
three terms as president.

Born in Chicago, Illinois on  January 18, 1927, he attended 
high school in Aurora, Illinois. After a stint in the Navy during 
World War II, he returned for a year at Aurora College. Upon 
moving to Austin, Texas in 1947, he attended 
St. Edwards University and finished his pre-
professional work at University of Texas at 
Austin. In 1955, after completing medical 
school and training in Chicago and Detroit, 
Dr. Nelson settled in San Antonio. 

He then joined his late father, C. Raymond 
Nelson, D.O., in practice for over 20 years prior 
to the late doctor’s death. He was an admiral 
in the Texas Navy, worked with the Boy Scouts 
of America for approximately 10 years, and 
was active in Lion’s Clubs International.

After disposing of his stamp holdings, he 
began to collect memorabilia of the 1893 Co-
lumbian Exposition. This led to an association 
with the San Antonio Antiques Club.

Dr. Nelson was preceded in death by his 
grandson, Kristopher Kasper. He is survived 
by his dear friend of 40 years, companion 
and care-giver Patricia Johnston; daughters 
Karen Nelson of Grand Prairie, Lori Kasper and 
husband Richard of Lake Travis; son Mark Nel-
son; grandsons Johnathan Gillen, Michael B. 
Nelson and Blake Kasper and granddaughter 
Karly Kasper; also, a brother Bruce Nelson of 
San Antonio.

Memorial contributions may be made to 
the Texas Lions Camp for Children at: P.O. Box 
290247, Kerrville, Texas 78028-0247 and/or 
the Lone Star Lions Eye Bank Attn: 20/20 

in memorium

DR. CALVIN R. NELSON

United States — Proofs & Essays
General Foreign

John T. Pearson
Fine Postage Stamps for Collectors

(210) 656-3135
P.O. Box 33312

San Antonio, TX  78265-3312

Club on the Internet, P.O. Box 347, Manor, 
TX 78653.

JANE KING FOHN   

NEW TEXPEX ADDRESS

ON THE INTERNET!

www.texasphilatelic.org/
TEXPEX.html

P.O. Box 8789
The Woodlands, TX  77�87-8789

(281) �62-04�0

Pugh Cachets
Individually Handpainted FDCs
for every new issue of the USPS
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SUSTAINING
3611 Grosse, John
4027 Blair, Jeffrey ‘D.

NEW MEMBERS

4819 Scott, Harley Judd-Mount Vernon,TX
4820 Kahrs, Alfred F.-Springtown, TX
4821 Kaltenbacher, Anthony-San Antonio, TX
4822  Darrah, Elizabeth-Farmers Branch, TX 
4823 Willson, Victor-College Station, TX
4824 Richmond, Tricia-Garland, TX 
4825 Soper II, Mynor G.-Texarkana, TX
4826 Sontag, Joel R.-DeSoto, TX
4827 Benner, Robert I.-Richardson, TX
4828 Hathaway, Rob R.-Mansfield, TX
4829 Basurto, Jorge H.-Farmers Branch, TX
4830 Sampson, Glenn-McKinney, TX
4831 Collier, Ron-Dripping Springs, TX
4832 Allen, Robert L.-League City, TX
4833 Crichton, Thomas-Dallas, TX
4834 Burkhard, Catherine-Dallas, TX
4835 Morgan, Carl J.-Arlington, T

membership report
REINSTATED

3563 Cunningham, Thomas L. - Plano, TX.

LIFE MEMBER

L-116 Woodburn, George

4218 Singer, Joe

4436 Matejka, Robert J.

4454 Dixon, Malcolm R.

4474 Busfield, Jr., Roger M.

4463 Quinn, William F.

L-87 Scamp, Lee C..

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY

March-April 2007
Membership, February 28, 2007  ................504
New Members ....................................................... +17
Reinstated ...................................................................+1

Membership, April 24, 2007 ...........................522

Life Chapters ...............................................................10
Life Members..............................................................59
Regular Chapters/Units........................................17
Regular Members .................................................436

Total Members........................................................522

TPA FOUNDATION DONORS
Thanks to the following members for their generous contributions to the TPA Foundation. Giving 

levels are: Sponsor $40 and over; Patron, $20.00 to $39.99 and Sustaining, $5.00 to $19.99. Gifts may be 
made at any time to Lyle Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005.

JOIN US! Membership fees and dues are pro-rata based on the quarter an application is 
received: $12 for January-March; $9 for April-June; $6 for July-September; 

$13 for October-December (includes next full year).
Membership applications are available on the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org or by writing to: 
Lyle Boardman, �916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 787�9-�005.

HAVE MORE FUN! COLLECT PRECANCELS!
TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB

Come to our next meeting:
Friday and Saturday, October 12-13, 2007
Country Inn & Suites, 2200 Mercado Drive

Fort Worth, Texas
For more information: John C. Foster

retsof@texas.net or call (512) 346-8253
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crain’s corner

By	Warren	Crain
Encased postage has always been an 

elusive philatelic item, having a natural ap-
peal to a variety of collectors: philatelists, 
numismatists, antique enthusiasts, among 
others. This creates a great demand for a 
scarce item. As a consequence, a complete 
set, by denomination, merchant, and major 
variety, has never been assembled and more 
than likely never will.

What is encased postage? Shortly after 
the outbreak of the Civil War, gold, silver 
and copper coins began to disappear from 
circulation. The hoarding of “hard money” 
eventually resulted in an absence of nearly 
all official coinage from trade channels.

A large variety of private emergency 
monies came into circulation, most of which 
were unsatisfactory. One of these emergency 
monies was the common postage stamp, 
which had come into being only fifteen years 
earlier. Its use was favored mostly due to its 
official origin, easy availability, and constant 
values throughout the country. However, the 
fragile gummed pieces of paper could not 
be carried loose in a pocket or purse without 

becoming crumpled, stuck-together, or a 
totally useless blob of colored paper.

Various methods of providing the stamps 
a degree of protection were soon devised. 
The one method of stamp packing which 
adequately satisfied visibility and protection 
requirements was patented by a New Eng-
land inventor named John Gault in 1862.

His method encased a single stamp in a 
round brass fame, 22 m.m. in diameter, with 
a mica front-piece. This provided a clear 
view of the encased stamp. The reverse of 
the case bore an advertising message for 
the participating merchant who purchased 
Gault’s invention. This allowed the merchant 
to provide correct change to their customers 
and advertise products at the same time.

Gault’s encased stamps were from the 
1861-69 series that included the 1¢, 3¢, 5¢, 
10¢, 12¢, 24¢, 30¢ and 90¢ denominations. 

They are now quite expensive, ranging in 
catalog value from $300 to $20,000. 

Encased	postage,	coins	
for	hard	times	of	1860s

U.S. & Foreign Stamps & Covers
• Hawaii Specialized • U.S. & U.S. Possessions
• Pioneer Flights Worldwide • Tonga Tin Can Mail
• Rocket Mail • Patriotics
• Specialized “SCADTA” Stamps & Covers • U.S. First Days
• Zeppelin Covers of the World • Worldwide Souvenir Sheets

MUCH MORE,  PLEASE ASK
Warren H. Crain

P.O. Box 5954 • San Antonio, TX  78201 • (210) 344-0303
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS in The Texas Philatelist are accepted on the basis of 10¢ 
per word (minimum 10 words) with name, address, telephone/FAX number and e-mail address 
FREE. Please PRINT or TYPE your ad copy, state the number of times you desire it to run, 
determine the total cost, make the check payable to the “Texas Philatelic Association,” and send 
to The Texas Philatelist, �05 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-48�0.

Classified Emporium

HAVING TROUBLE finding newer used and those 
elusive common stamps? Free lists. Darrell L. George, 
19410 Cantrell Rd., Little Rock, AR 7222�-4422. Visit 
me on eBay at dlgstamps. (55-5)

SCOTT #855 FDCs WITHOUT CACHET. Need 
16 more to fill “add-on” order for one of customers. 
Looking for $8-$12 price range. Thanks for your help. 
Bob Emrick Cachets, P.O. Box 54�266, Dallas, TX 
75�54-�266, (214) 8�1-04��. (55-4) 
USED ALBUMS & SUPPLIES: Closet cleaner to 
entire collections; accumulations also bought. Steve 
Malesky, San Antonio, TX, (210) 824-8667, e-mail 
SGL@grandecom.net. (55-4)
CANCELED U.S. 7¢ RATE POST CARDS used 
September through December 1975, especially ones 
posted to Mexico and Canada or to and from U.S. 
possessions, APOs and FPOs. Also need 7¢ Thomson 
reply cards and examples of postage due assessments 
on Thomson cards after December �0, 1975. See my 
article in July/August 2006 The Texas Philatelist. 
Write to Arthur P. von Reyn, 10512 Countess Dr., 
Dallas, TX 75229-510� or visit my web page at <www.
texasphilatelic.org/postcards.htm> for a comprehensive 
prices paid list. (55-�)
1962 JOHNSTON ISLAND NUCLEAR TEST 
COVERS (APO 105). Also, crew-signed Soyuz 7, 9, 
18-1, 21, 22, 24 launch/landing covers. And, single 
or crew autographed covers—lunar launch dates for 
Apollo 11 and 17. Ray E. Cartier, 2509 Buffalo Dr., 
Arlington, TX 7601�. (817) 274-1181 days, e-mail 
atadir@sbcglobal.net. (55-5)

TEXAS AVIATION HISTORY. Visit the 1940 Air 
Terminal Museum at Houston Hobby Airport. Many 
covers on display. Various postcards available in gift 
shop. Watch airplanes take off and land. 1940 Air 
Terminal Museum, 8�25 Travelair Rd. Hobby Airport, 
Houston, TX 77061-471�, phone (71�) 454-1940. 
<www.1940AirTerminal.org>. (55-�)
OPS SALES BOOKS are now available to Texas 
Philatelic Association members. Visit us June 15-17 
at the National Topical Stamp Show 2007 in Irving, 
Texas and discover the great variety of material we 
offer. (55-�)
GIVE A GIFT to your stamp collecting community. 
Give your local library a subscription to The Texas 
Philatelist (55-�)
JOIN THE TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY! 
$18 dues brings highly respected journal, mentoring, 
two major meetings a year. Contact: Lyle Boardman, 
�916 Wyldwood Dr., Austin, TX 787�9-�005. (55-2)

PHILATELIC CD-ROMs in a variety of interesting 
subjects. Want to turn your exhibit or special study into 
a self-running CD? Contact me for more details. Peter 
C. Elias, <http://www.freewebs.com/stvincentstamps/
cdrom.htm>. (55-�)
DONATIONS NEEDED for beginner’s booth at 
Greater Houston Stamp Show. Need stamps, covers, 
catalogues, and albums! All donations acknowledged 
in writing. Send to Houston Philatelic Show Commit-
tee. c/o Jonathan Topper, PMB 2�7, 8524 Highway 6 
N., Houston, TX 77095 or e-mail jctopper@yahoo.
com. (55-�)
FOR SALE: Barn wood frame “original” document 
Shiner half moon post office, Lavaca Co., Tex Dec 
23, 1885. $675.00 firm. Dean Trubee, 1600 N. Travis, 
Cameron, TX 76520, (254) 58�-0147 days, e-mail 
chip-o@VVM.com. (55-�)
D-FW PHILATELIC NEWS: See what’s happening in 
the Dallas-Fort Worth stamp world, visit <http://www.
philatelic-activities-department.blogspot.com/>.(55-6)

Let the new 
Classified Emporium

 work for you!

Place your ad today!
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Note: Check with chapters for meeting changes and cancellations during holiday periods. 
Recent changes in information are noted in red.

Arlington; 3rd Wed., 7:30 PM (check www.mid-cities 
stampclub.com for location), Irving; 4th Tues., 7:00 
PM, Studio at Tarleton State Langdon Center, 308 
Pearl St., Granbury.

NACOGDOCHES STAMP CLUB, CH #31, P.O. Box 630247, 
Nacogdoches, TX 77963-0247; meets 2nd Thurs., 7:00 
PM, Westminster Presbyterian Church, 903 North St., 
Nacogdoches.

OKLAHOMA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. CH #61, P.O. Box 
700334, Tulsa, OK 74170-0334

PARIS STAMP CLUB. CH #67, P.O. Box 82, Paris, TX 75461-
0082; meets 3rd Mon., 7:00 PM, Calvary Methodist 
Church, 3105 Lamar Ave., Paris.

PRAIRIE BEAVER REGIONAL GROUP, British North 
America Philatelic Society Ltd., Unit #1, 501 Fairview 
Ave., College Station, TX 77840-2933.

RED RIVER STAMP SOCIETY, CH #58, P.O. Box 3352, 
Shreveport, LA 71133-3352; meets 1st Wed., 7:30 PM, 
Aulds South Bossier Branch Library, 3950 Wayne Ave., 
Bossier City.

SAN ANTONIO PHILATELIC ASSN., LCH #3, 2903 Na-
cogdoches Rd., San Antonio, TX 78217-4522; meets 
every Fri., 7:30 PM, MacArthur Park Lutheran Church, 
2903 Nacogdoches Rd., San Antonio.

SEAGULL STAMP CLUB, LCH # 11, P.O. Box 30574, Cor-
pus Christi, TX 78463-0574; meets 2nd Weds., 7:00 PM, 
Main Library, 805 Comanche St., Corpus Christi.

SOUTH PLAINS STAMP CLUB, CH #36, P.O. Box 68154, 
Lubbock, TX 79414-8154; meets 4th Tues. (2nd Tues. 
in Nov. and Dec.), 7:30 PM, Municipal Garden & Arts 
Center, 4215 S. University Ave., Lubbock.

TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY, Unit #3, 3916 Wyld-
wood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005, meets at stamp 
shows in various cities.

TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB, LCH #10, 4113 Paint Rock 
Dr., Austin, TX 78731-1320; meets biannually at stamp 
shows in Dallas and Houston.

TEXOMA STAMP CLUB. CH #64, 411 W. Reiman St., 
Seymour, TX 76380-2439; meets 2nd Thurs. and 
4th Tues., 7:00 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd., 
Wichita Falls.

TWIN LAKES COIN AND STAMP CLUB, CH #66, 906 Nola 
Ruth Blvd., Harker Heights, TX 76548-1540; meets last 
Tues., 6:30 PM, Harker Heights Library, 901 S. Ann Blvd., 
Harker Heights.

WICHITA FALLS COIN & STAMP CLUB, LCH #5, 411 
W. Reiman St., Seymour, TX 76380-2439; meets 4th 
Thurs., 7:30 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd., 
Wichita Falls.

chapter meetings

AUSTIN-TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #16, 10101 Hillside 
North, Austin, TX, 78736-7612; meets 1st Tues. 7:30 
PM, Howson Branch Library, 2500 Exposition Blvd., 
Austin; 3rd Tues. 7:30 PM, South Austin Senior Activities 
Center, 3911 Manchaca Rd., Austin.
BLUEBONNET PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH#8; 1821 Thur-
man, Kerrville, TX 78028-2536; meets 1st Thurs., 7:00 
PM, Dietert Senior Center, 617 Jefferson St., Kerrville.
COLLECTORS CLUB OF DALLAS, L Unit #4, 2206 Sut-
ton Pl., Richardson, TX 75080-2543; membership by 
invitation only.
CROATIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY, Unit #2, P.O. Box 696, 
Fritch, TX 79036-0696.
DALLAS-PARK CITIES PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #40, 314 
Allegheny Trl., Garland, TX 75043-5659; meets 2nd and 
4th Weds., 7:30 PM, Edgemere Retirement Center, 8523 
Thackery St.., Dallas.
EL PASO PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH #7, 2990 Trawood 
Dr. Apt. 11F, El Paso, TX 79936-4233, meets 2nd Tues., 
7:30 PM, Saint Clements Episcopal Church, 810 N. 
Campbell St., El Paso.
FRED C. SAWYER CHAPTER #56 AMERICAN FIRST DAY 
COVER SOCIETY, Unit #6, 201 Willow Creek Cir., Allen, 
TX. Meets monthly (except July and August) at the 
University of Texas-Dallas, Richardson, TX. Call 972-
727-1381 for meetings dates and times.
HEART OF TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #59, 1700 Plum 
Cir., Waco, TX 76706-1629; meets lst Thurs., 7:00 PM, 
Wiethorn Visitor’s Center, S. University Parks Dr. across 
from Baylor University Marina, Waco.
HOUSTON PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #22, PMB 237, 8524 
Hwy. 6 N., Houston, TX 77095-2103; meets 1st & 3rd 
Mon., 7:30 PM, Recreation Center, Central Presbyterian 
Church, 3788 Richmond Ave., Houston.
LYNDON B. JOHNSON SPACE CENTER STAMP CLUB, 
LCH #9, P.O. Box 58247, Houston, TX 77258-8247; meets 
2nd & 4th Mon., 7:00 PM, Gilruth Recreation Center, 
Johnson Space Center, Gate #5 off Space Center Blvd., 
Clear Lake City.
LONE STAR CHAPTER, Éire Philatelic Association Inter-
national, Unit #32, 14302 Oak Shadow, San Antonio, 
TX 78232-4441; meets 2nd Sat. 2:00 PM, member’s 
homes.
MAGIC VALLEY STAMP CLUB. CH #56, 2014 E. Bowie 
Ave., Harlingen, TX 78550-5164; meets 4th Tues., (ex-
cept June, July, August) 7:00 PM, Camelot Retirement 
Center Headquarters, 1000 Camelot Dr., Harlingen.
MID-CITIES STAMP CLUB. CH #53, P.O. Box 2158, 
Arlington, TX 760042158; meets lst Wed., 7:30 PM, 
Bob Duncan Community Center, 2800 S. Center St., 



Many think that Montgomery Ward was the first to publish a catalog for mail orders; 
the company’s first catalog appeared in 1872.

But in 1866 a H.B. Shaw, of Alfred, Maine, inaugurated the first mail order catalog. 
The fact that Shaw was inclined to be somewhat dishonest in the catalog’s descriptions 
ought not to detract from pioneering use of mail order that the Maine entrepreneur 
deserves. There was the guaranteed fly and mosquito killer, “a device that could not fail.” 
Perhaps Shaw hoped that customers would have a sense of humor, as the bug killer was 
two small blocks of wood with instructions! The insect was to be placed on one block, and 
squashed with the other.

Then there was the “magnificent steel engraving of the Father of our Country, as 
excellent an engraving that equaled the skill of the country’s finest engravers.” Also listed 
was the least expensive sewing machine ever offered, for only $1. As for the splendid 
engraving of George Washington for $2, it was a one dollar bill—and the sewing machine 
was only a needle, a thimble and a spool of thread in one small container.

Most of the remittances to the Maine mail order dealer arrived in the form of cash, 
often with the envelopes registered. Shaw quit the business in the early 1880s. But for 
almost a half century, chests filled with envelopes from customers were stored in a barn 
behind the house. The registered letters bore stamps with unusual denominations, such 
as 7¢, 12¢ and 15¢, and many were from the short-lived 1869 pictorial issue. A collector 
bought the accumulation and recouped a fortune from his purchase. Today it is estimated 
that the proceeds were worth more than a million dollars.

One interesting fact is that H.B. Shaw was a woman, Harriet B. Shaw.

TELL YOUR COLLECTOR FRIENDS ABOUT THE TPA!
Warren H. Crain
P.O. Box 5954
San Antonio, Texas 78201

Three Free Stamps 
from Hawaii !
I have some stamps from Hawaii I’d like to give 
to TPA members. The first 25 who write me 
will receive three different stamps, including 
a scarce Hawaiian revenue stamp. You do not 
need to enclose a note, just send a size 6 SASE 
(self addressed stamped envelope), which will do 
nicely. All the stamps will be sound—no faults.

Bonus Crain’s Corner

The First Mail Order Catalog



•

• World Series of Philately Thematic Exhibits
• 30+ Dealers with Topical and General Material
• Western-Themed Activities and Entertainment

• Youth Activity Day on June 16
• Awards Banquet with Astronaut Hank Hartsfield

 • Free Collecting Seminars
• Two Topical Stamp First Day of Issues

• Special Cachets and Pictorial Cancellations
•U.S. Postal Service Sales Counter

• Tours of Dallas-Fort Worth Area Attractions

Free admission • Free Parking
The Sheraton Grand Hotel - DFW Airport show rate is $89 single or double (plus tax). Reservations must be 

made by 5:00 p.m. CDT on May 23. Call the hotel toll-free
at (800) 345-5251 and mention the “American Topical Association” rate.

For show pre-registration, updates and further information, visit the ATA 
website www.americantopicalassn.org/NTSS/ntss2007/ntss2007,
e-mail americantopical@msn.com, or write to the address below.

National Topical Stamp Show ’07
58th Annual Exhibition and Convention

of the American Topical Association

June 15-17, 2007
Sheraton Grand Hotel - DFW Airport
State Highway 114 at Esters Road

Irving, Texas

Sponsored by the American Topical Association
P.O. Box 57

Arlington, TX  76004-0057


