Park Cities Stamps
Byron Sandfield
64405 North Central Expressway, Suite 316
Dallas, Texas 75206
For Appointment: (214) 361-4322

Quality Postal History

San Antonio, TX fancy star cancel to Prussia 1871
at NGU closed mail treaty rate of 7/70 - 10/71 carried on
HAPAG’s “Silesia” from NYC to Hamburg. German backstamp.

Also, well-stocked in U.S., Classics, Revenues and Locals
Please visit my table at this upcoming show:
Greater Houston Stamp Show
Humble Convention Center
Humble, Texas, Sept. 14-16, 2007
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president’s message
Consider taking an active role in TPA leadership
By Arthur P. von Reyn
One way TPA members can greatly influence the operation of our organization is by serving in leadership positions. With the TPA biennial election arriving in a matter of months, we
are in need of candidates for officers and directors, as well as TPA Foundation trustees.
To quote from an article by secretary Carol Arndt, who wrote on the subject of leadership in the May-June, 2005 issue of this journal, “One of the privileges of belonging to the
Texas Philatelic Association is the camaraderie among members and the sharing of philatelic
knowledge. Along with these privileges are the duties. One of these duties is to keep the
organization active. This requires dedicated men and women who are willing to share their
time and expertise by serving as officers of the Texas Philatelic Association.”
In short, it is incumbent upon all of us to offer our services to the TPA from time to time.
Having some “new blood” in each election cycle allows the introduction of fresh ideas and
perspectives that the current leadership may have never imagined.
A notice detailing the open nominations process appears on the opposite page. Please
take a moment to read what’s required and consider offering your services.
LOCATING YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER
For security purposes, we now ask for your regular four-digit regular member number for
certain inquires and services offered through our website. Some of you may not remember
what this number is, so it is now being printed on the journal envelope in the address block.
It is first of four digits in the eight digit set of numbers on the right side, as per the illustration
below. The second set of four digits represents the year your dues are paid through; a set
of four zeroes there means
in most cases you are life
member. If you have been
issued a secondary member
number due to holding a life,
chapter or unit membership,
note that this number, which is always preceded by one or more letters, will NOT appear on
the journal envelope.
CONTAIN THE TEXAS BRAGGING!
While Texans may have a proclivity towards bragging, boasting that your organization
or event is the “best,” “premier,” “numero uno” and so forth, appears to me to be a subjective
judgement that should be left to individuals attending or participating. Therefore, I cringe
when I see philatelic organizations engage in this self-aggrandizing behavior, the message
being that others are inferior. I hope that organizations currently engaging in this sort of self
promotion will reconsider and leave this sort of hyperbole to the commercial marketplace.
TEXPEX 2009 STATUS UPDATE
At this time, it appears there will be no TEXPEX in 2009, so alternate plans for that year’s
TPA annual convention will be considered when the board of directors meets on September
15 during the Greater Houston Stamp Show in Humble, Texas. An article appears elsewhere
in this journal about the conflict between TEXPEX and the APS AmeirStamp Expo, both
scheduled to take place within two months of each other in the Dallas-Fort Worth area.
 The Texas Philatelist July-August 2007

MORE ADVERTISING IN THE TEXAS PHILATELIST NEEDED
One area that has not kept up with our improvements to the journal is advertising content.
The number of pages of paid advertising is about the same as 15 years ago, despite the fact
the format is larger and the number of inside pages runs 36-44 instead of 28. In addition,
our membership is at a level not seen in years. Whether you’re a dealer or collector, consider
expanding your support of the TPA through advertising. You may even get some expanded
sales out of the deal as well.
In Philatelic Friendship,
Arthur P. von Reyn

Nominations open for upcoming TPA election
Nominations are now open to candidates
for officers of the Texas Philatelic Association
for 2008-2010. Also available are three seats
the TPA’s board of directors and two positions
on the Texas Philatelic Association Foundation
board of trustees, all for 2008-2012 terms.
Each prospect should prepare a written
statement signifying his or her willingness to
run for a specific office and attach thereto a
short biography. Alternatively, a form for the
purpose is available from the home page of
the TPA website, www.texasphilatelic.org.

The necessary information must be submitted to Carol Arndt, TPA Secretary, P.O. Box
1095, Odessa, TX 79760-1095 by October
15, 2007.
The TPA officer positions are president,
first vice president, second vice president,
secretary, and treasurer.
A list of candidates, with their biographies,
will appear in the November-December issue of The Texas Philatelist. Ballots and dues
statements will also be enclosed with that
edition.

The Texas Philatelic Association
www.texasphilatelic.org
“Friendship Through Philately”
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Free to TPA Members!
“Classified Bourse” Ad in

The Texas Philatelist
and on

www.texasphilatelic.org
Members who paid their 2007 dues by December 31, 2006 are eligible to receive
one free 30-word ad for two issues of The Texas Philatelist and for four months on
our website www.texasphilatelic.org. Ads will run on a space-available basis this
year. You may submit your ad anytime during the year in one of three ways:
(1) complete and mail the form below (or a photo copy thereof).
(2) write the information on a blank sheet of paper in the format of the form
below and mail.
(3) use the form on our website www.texasphilatelic.org.


Yes! I have paid my 2007 dues. Here is my free “Classified Bourse” ad of up to 30 words
(name, address, phone, FAX and e-mail do not count towards the 30 words):

Name

Telephone

Address

FAX

City

State

ZIP

E-mail
Submit your ad on our website
www.texasphilatelic.org or mail it to:
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The Texas Philatelist
Editor
305 Saint Lukes Dr.
Richardson, TX 75080-4830

editor’s notes
Stotts wins APS post; NAPEX silver for Philatelist
By Douglas Moss
Congratulations to Denise Stotts on her election as a director-at-large of the American
Philatelic Society (APS), our nation’s largest stamp collectors’ organization.
Denise’s official duties will begin August 11 at the APS Stampshow in Portland, Oregon.
It is nice to have a voice from Texas in Bellfonte. To see what kind of job Denise can do, plan
on attending the Greater Houston Stamp Show in September, more details about which
appear on page 26. The event is staged by the Houston Philatelic Society and she is the
show chairperson.
On June 2, 2007, The Texas Philatelist received a silver medal in the literature class for
periodicals at the National Philatelic Exhibitions (NAPEX) of Washington D.C. The six issues of
2006 were entered in the competition, so the judges saw the big changes that were made
as the Philatelist matured from a copy machine publication to a full-color, offset-printed one.
The scoring was only few points away from a vermeil medal; further improvements were
deemed necessary in the publicizing member services, serving the target
audience and providing more articles with original research. As to the
latter, apparently the judges weren’t aware that our state has the Texas
Postal History Society Journal, a separate publication, so they were looking for more “postal history” type articles in the Philatelist.
A big thank you goes out to everyone who contributed articles to
the journal in 2006. We are always in need of them, particularly for the
rest of this year. Make a commitment and sit down today and write one.
Share your philatelic knowledge in your “award” winning journal! Who knows, maybe your
article can help the journal win a vermeil or gold the next time it is entered into a national
competition!
Finally, the TPA/OPS Spring Auction was quite successful, so another will be held in the
fall. If you didn’t participate the first time around, this is your chance to rectify the situation.
Lots are being accepted now and the rules remain pretty much the same, especially the great
part about no commission for buyer or seller!

The Texas Philatelist July-August 2007 

TPA/OPS Spring Auction results exceptional
Deadline for fall auction lot submissions is September 15, 2007
By Gil Weiser
he results for the TPA/OPS Spring Auction were exceptional, considering only 68 lots
were offered in this first such effort in a number of years. As a result, another auction has
been scheduled for this fall.
More than two-thirds of the lots offered in the spring auction sold, and 23 members of the
two organizations participated in the bidding, 16 from the TPA and seven from the OPS. The
most popular lot was Number 35, a Zeppelin cover from Germany which garnered four bids
and sold for about its estimated value. As might be expected, the better quality U.S. material
generated the most interest, as did lots from the more popular foreign countries. Defective or
poor quality items found few or no bidders.
Total sales were $624.50 with 11 lots going at the minimum bid, and four lots selling at the
minimum bid plus 50 cents. Of the 22 unsold lots, three were “no minimum bid” lots.
Here are the prices realized in the 2007 TPA/OPS Spring Auction:

T

Lot
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

Price
0.00
0.00
35.00
60.00
6.00
8.00
0.00
90.00
7.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
3.50
6.50

Lot
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Price
10.50
10.00
30.00
8.00
0.00
26.50
0.00
11.00
15.00
5.00
5.00
3.00
0.00
20.00

Lot
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42

Price
4.50
0.00
6.50
6.50
0.00
7.00
67.50
13.00
15.00
0.00
9.50*
0.00
15.00
0.00

Lot
Price
Lot
Price
43
15.00
56
2.50
44
4.50
57
5.00
45
6.00
58
7.50
46
5.00
59
1.00
47
1.50
60
15.00
48
0.00
61
0.00
49
1.50
62
0.00
50
3.50
63
2.00
51
12.00
64
3.00
52
8.50
65
20.50
53
6.00
66
0.00
54
0.00
67
0.00
55
0.00
68
0.00
* Earlier of 2 identical bids won

Members of the two organizations may now submit lots for the TPA/OPS Fall Auction. As with
the spring auction, better quality lots that are turned in sufficiently early will be illustrated in The Texas
Philatelist and most will be pictured on the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org. Descriptions of all lots
will appear in The Texas Philatelist and The Oklahoma Philatelist, and on the TPA website.
In preparing lots for the fall auction, grade and report the condition of your material carefully. The
introductory section of newer Scott catalogues has an excellent, illustrated explanation on this topic.
When setting reserve amounts, which are optional, remember that catalogue values are generally
quoted for items that are graded “very fine.” What is considered “very fine” varies somewhat with the age
of items; most older material is very scarce in this condition and will be just “fine to very fine” or just
“fine” in grade. Therefore, reserve amounts should be set at such a level that bidders are at least offered
an opportunity to pick up bargains based on the condition of the items. Stamp dealers purchase most of
their material at a small fraction of catalogue value and apply a considerable markup to realize a profit, so
even if your items sell considerably below “catalogue value” in our auction, the prices realized will likely
be better than at many of the other outlets available for disposing of philatelic material.
A lot submission form appears on the opposite page.
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TPA/OPS Fall Auction 2007
SELLER’S LOT DESCRIPTION FORM
Name

 TPA or  OPS Membership No.

Address

E-mail

City

State

Zip

Phone

For each lot, include a description of the item. Note that “grade” refers to centering and, if used, cancellation;
“condition” refers to freshness, gum status and presence of faults.
Lot #1

Country

Catalog

Grade

Number

Condition

Value

Minimum Bid (Optional)

Brief Description
Lot #2

Country

Catalog

Grade

Number

Condition

Value

Minimum Bid (Optional)

Brief Description
Lot #3

Country

Catalog

Grade

Number

Condition

Value

Minimum Bid (Optional)

Brief Description
Lot #4

Country

Catalog

Grade

Number

Condition

Value

Minimum Bid (Optional)

Brief Description
Lot #5

Country

Catalog

Grade

Number

Condition

Value

Minimum Bid (Optional)

Brief Description
SAMPLE DESCRIPTION
Country
Grade

VF

U.S.

Catalog 2007 Scott Number

Condition

Unused, no gum

Brief Description

240

Value

Minimum Bid (Optional)

$600.00
$30.00

50¢ slate blue Columbian Exposition

LIMIT FIVE LOTS. Each lot must have a minimum catalog/estimated value of $5.00. We reserve
the right to reject lots with excessive minimum bids relative to the quality of the material submitted.
MAIL LOTS TO: Gil Weisser, OPS Sales Division, P.O. Box 2179, Muskogee, OK 74402-2179.
Lots must be received by September 15, 2007. Lots may also be dropped off at the TPA table at the
Greater Houston Stamp Show 2007 by the same date. Selected higher value, single item lots will
be illustrated in The Texas Philatelist. As many lots as practical will be pictured on the TPA website
www.texasphilatelic.org.
I am enclosing the lots described above to be auctioned off for me with no commission fee. Also, I
am remitting one dollar ($1.00), non-refundable, for auction expenses.
I understand that all unsold lots will be mailed to me at my expense.
Mail unsold lots to me (check one):
 with postal insurance.
(Signature)
 without postal insurance,
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Remarkable letter has many historical ties
By Douglas Moss
ne of things I like about our great hobby
is how philatelic finds can come from the
most unusual places. I like to think of this as
serendipity. The dictionary1 defines serendipity
as “the faculty or phenomenon of finding valuable or agreeable things not sought for.”
Let me take a step back to share with you
how this article came to be. I try as much
as possible to inform my friends that I am
a philatelist and the beauty of the postage
stamp. Discussing my hobby with a friend of
mine, Jerold Plumb, prompted him to have me
meet Don Adair (see “Texas Stamp Designer
Recounts His Work,” November-December
2006 The Texas Philatelist), the designer of the

O

“Serendipity.” Meriam-Webster Online. 28 June
2007. <http://www.merriamwebster.com>.
1

Texas Sequicentennial stamp issued in 1986.
Jerold had more surprises in store for me.
Back in the 1970s, Jerold was helping
a neighbor clean out her attic. Headed for
disposal was an collection of old letters. Out
of curiosity, Jerold asked the neighbor if he
could have them. The answer was yes, and the
correspondence was saved.
The author of one of the letters in the
accumulation was a John W. Chalk. That in
itself is important: his uncle was Whitfield
Chalk (1811-1902), a survivor of the 1842
Mier Expedition.
A student of Texas history might recall
that the ill-fated Mier Expedition surrendered
after inflicting heavy casualties on the Mexican
Army.
Whitfield Chalk and another survivor

The letter was written as two competing towns in Lubbock County were being consolidated to the current site of downtown Lubbock. The two-story Nicolett was the largest of a number of structures moved
by teams of horses to the new site. (Photo courtesy of Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas, Lubbock Pictorial Collection, SWCPC 201.)
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Excerpt from a letter written by John W. Chalk to his wife Mary. The letter was written at the time Lubbock was being founded and is dated February 17, 1891. It begins with these three sentences “We have
arrived all OK. The men we are after are in the neighborhood. And we will get them by morning.”

hid from the Mexicans. The captured Texans
numbered 176 and were being marched to
Mexico City. While on the way, a number of
Texans tried to escape. As punishment, General Lopez de Santa Ana ordered that they all
be executed. The governor of Coahuila refused.
A compromise was reached: every tenth man
would be executed. To determine who would
live and who would die, each Texan would
draw a bean. A black bean meant death, so
17 Texans were executed.
For being a part of the expedition, Whitfield Chalk received an award of land from
the Republic of Texas. He later fought in the
Mexican-American War. In 1870, Chalk was
also awarded a special pension from the state
government of Texas.

Whitfield Chalk’s brother, John Wesley
Chalk, was a Methodist Episcopal preacher
who came to Texas in 1851 from Tennessee. He was the first minister preacher in
Fort Worth when it was a fort. A tablet in
his memory was laid at the First Methodist
Episcopal Church of Fort Worth.
What we know about John Wesley Clark

ON THIS MONTH’S COVER
This month’s front cover depicts Lubbock’s
first courthouse, built in 1891 at about the
time John W. Chalk was writing a letter to his
wife about his arrival there. (Photo courtesy
of Southwest Collection/Special Collections
Library, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas,
Lubbock Pictorial Collection, SWCPC 143.)
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The Chalk letter was sent in an embossed, stamped
envelope from Lubbock to Roby in Fisher County. A
nice bullseye killer cancels the embossed two-cent
Washington, probably Scott U313.
There are the two backstamps on the envelope.
The letter traveled from Lubbock to Sweetwater,
then to Roby. The journey may have been only five
days! Not bad for 1891.

and his namesake son is based on the son’s
obituary, clipped from the September 30 issue
of The Dallas Dispatch and included with the
correspondence. The son was born in Dallas
County in 1865. In his teens, he became
interested in cattle ranching and later had a
large ranch near Roaring Springs. In 1884,
he married Mary E. Collett, and here is where
our story begins.
The most interesting letter in the correspondence is one written by the son on
the letterhead of Frank E. Wheelock, at the
exact time the city of Lubbock was being
founded.
Wheelock belonged to one of two groups
of promoters who had established embryonic
towns dubbed Lubbock and Monterey.
According to historian Paul H. Carlson,
professor at Texas Tech University, “Because
the villages were less than three miles apart
—although divided by a shallow canyon of
10 The Texas Philatelist July-August 2007

the Brazos—a compromise was needed, for
everyone understood that both communities
could not survive,” he said.
“In December 1890, having reached an
accommodation, the promoters, led by W.E.
Rayner, Frank Wheelock and Rollie Burns,
agreed to a third site, and a new town, also
called Lubbock, appeared south of the canyon where they thought a railroad might pass
through the area.”2
The competing towns—including Singer’s
store and the two-story Nicolett Hotel—were
moved to what is now the downtown area of
Broadway and Buddy Holly Avenue.
The Nicolett was moved almost whole. Its
front porch was taken off, the rest of the building placed on skids, and then it was pulled
slowly and painstakingly to the new site by
Westbrook, Ray. Home page. History of Lubbock.
18 March 2007. <http://lifeinlubbock.com/2006/com/
history.shtml>.
2

teams of horses.
An election was held a couple of weeks
after the letter was written establishing Lubbock as the seat of Lubbock County.3
Now that we’ve learned some historical
ties, here’s the letter’s content:
My Dear Mary:
We arrived here yesterday all OK. The men
we are after are here in the neighborhood. And
we will get them by morning. I think we are
waiting for them to come to town after their
mail. We have got about 15 good men to help
us onest there. If we dont catch them here we
will have to follow them further. I have killed
two nice antelope, which I wishe you had. I
killed one about 5 minutes ago. Tell Tom if I
dont get back soon to plant corn about the last
of this month. And tell him to take or send Bill
Spowo to the Hit Ranch. You can get corn for the
Horses at Mr. Simpsons Store. If I have to go on
I will send you more money. Have Tom build a
cow lot. I dont know of any thing else to write.
I will come home as soon as possible but there is
to much money to quit and let them go there is
no dount but what we will get them. Take good
care of the Boy and dont let him forget his papa.
I would love to be at home so much. I will clos
for this time. If anything happens write to this
Murrah, David, Paul H. Carlson. and Donald Abbe.
Lubbock and the South Plains. 1st ed. Chatsworth,
CA: Windsor Publications, 1989.
3

place for me and if I am gone the letter will be
forwarded to me from here. This place is about
200 miles from Roby. Take good care of everything
and Kiss the Boy for me.
Your Loving Boy
(signature)
John W. Chalk
by by I send you a kiss do you see it.
Inquiries to local historical societies in
Lubbock County and Fisher County, and
searches on the Internet, failed to shed any
light on the outcome of the posse hunt. Who
were the men the posse was looking for and
why? Did the posse catch the outlaws and
what was the resolution? Perhaps we’ll never
know!
We do know from his obituary that John
W. Chalk did come back home from that
search and had seven children with his wife
Mary. He later became involved in the banking
business and helped found the First State Bank
of Matador and the First State Bank of Roaring
Springs. In 1922 he came to Dallas where he
became associated with the U.S. Marshall’s
Office. He died in 1929, and they closed the
office for a day to show their respect.
Postscript: Jerold Plumb has become a member of the Texas Philatelic Association and now
shares a passion for Texas postal history and early
20th century U.S. issues.

U.S. & Foreign Stamps & Covers
• Hawaii Specialized
• Pioneer Flights Worldwide
• Rocket Mail
• Specialized “SCADTA” Stamps & Covers
• Zeppelin Covers of the World

• U.S. & U.S. Possessions
• Tonga Tin Can Mail
• Patriotics
• U.S. First Days
• Worldwide Souvenir Sheets

MUCH MORE, PLEASE ASK

Warren H. Crain

P.O. Box 5954 • San Antonio, TX 78201 • (210) 344-0303
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Official cancellation pending for TEXPEX ’09
By Arthur P. von Reyn
n official notice of the cancellation of
TEXPEX 2009 is pending, but in reality,
the show will not be held. According to show
chairman Tom Koch, a scheduling conflict
exists with AmeriStamp Expo, the winter
American Philatelic Society exposition that
is held in a different city around the country
each year.
“TEXPEX is disappointed that we have
been put in a position that has led to a request
to the APS for a bye as a World Series of Philately Show in 2009. No one on the TEXPEX
committee, nor any other person we’ve talked
to, who is aware of the conflict between the
2009 APS winter show in Arlington and
TEXPEX, can see any upside of having two
major shows within 60 days of each other
in the Dallas-Fort Worth market. Since we
would follow the APS event, we do not wish
to expose our regular customers and dealers to
the likelihood of a disastrous show.
“As of June 25, we had not received a response from the APS regarding our bye request
that we filed on April 23. In fact, we’ve never
heard from the APS about their plans or reasoning behind placing the Winter show here
at the same time of year as their sanctioned
World Series show [TEXPEX].

A

“Although TEXPEX 2009 has not been
officially cancelled at this point, we felt it was
only fair to notify the Universal Ship Cancellation Society (USCS) and the TPA that the
show will not take place in Dallas and that
they should make arrangements to hold their
conventions at other locations. The USCS,
sympathetic to our position, has rescheduled
their 2009 convention elsewhere and TEXPEX
has turned down another national society that
had requested to come to Dallas in 2009.”
“Meanwhile, we are working on TEXPEX
2008 and bringing several national societies to
TEXPEX from 2010-13.”
Other possibilities were explored. In the
“President’s Message” column that appeared in
the May-June edition of The Texas Philatelist, it
was proposed that the show be held in another
city; the show did move around the state each
year until the early 1990s. However, no local
clubs stepped forward with a positive response
to the suggestion.
Alternate plans for the annual TPA
convention will be considered when the
Association’s board of directors meets at the
Greater Houston Stamp Show on September
15 in Humble, Texas. The most likely venue
will be the AmeriStamp Expo, but members
are encouraged to offer other solutions.

HUNT & CO.
WE
Buyers, Sellers and Appraisers
ARE
of Stamps for Collectors
Burnett Road, Suite 314
BUYING! 10711Austin,
Texas 78758
Telephone: (512) 837-9997 or (800) 458-5745
FAX: (512) 837-9904  E-Mail: bhunt@huntstamps.com
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Scott catalogue giveaway winners announced
Tricia Richmond of Garland, Texas and
Jimmy R. Williams of Midlothian, Texas were
the lucky of winners of new Scott catalogues
given away in a drawing held May 6.
The promotion was part of efforts to encourage members to stop by the Texas Philatelic Association’s society table at TEXPEX,
and also to recruit new members.
There were 52 entries received, a low
number that indicates many members who
visited TEXPEX avoided visiting at the TPA
table. Thus, many passed on an opportunity
to enter a contest in which they actually had
a great chance of winning.
Catalogue giveaways will continue at
shows where the TPA has a society table, with
the next events being the 2007 Greater Houston Stamp Show scheduled for September
14-16 at the Humble Civic Center in Humble
and then the 2007 Mid-Cities Stamp Expo
to be held November 10-11 at the Grapevine

Convention Center in Grapevine.
There’s one other way members who do
not attend these events can still have an opportunity to win. Automatic entry is afforded
anyone who sends a packet of 100 different
stamps for use in the Youth Stamp Design
Contest. See the article on page 19 for further
details.
The next giveway will again feature a
chance to win one of two Scott catalogues,
specifically the 2008 Scott Catalogue of United
States Stamps and Covers. The drawing will be
staged after the Mid-Cities show.
Members’ odds of winning this contest
are much better than the lottery and there’s
no fee for entry, so be sure to stop by the TPA
table at the Houston and Grapevine shows.
or donate some stamps to the Youth Stamp
Design Contest!
The two catalogues were donated by TPA
president Arthur P. von Reyn.
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A 1945 letter from home leads to a journey
By Lou David Allen
he history of a person’s life is often captured in the letters written and received.
One such letter is the subject of the article that
you are reading. Most letters are discarded or
lost, but happily some are saved. These are
the letters that some collectors look for all
throughout the countryside.
The letter of interest here came into my
collection by way of an antique dealer in Baird,
Texas. It was written by a mother to her son
who was in the Navy during World War II.
In this case, her son Horace was serving in
the Pacific theater fighting island to island
against the Japanese. Many covers we find do
not contain the original letter. But this one
did and therein lies the story that makes this
one special.
The letter speaks of the several activities including the weather, the garden, and a fishing
trip. On that trip, the main breakfast course
was fried fish. Two sections of the letter show
the strains of war and how they affected those
loved ones at home. Reading the letter you can
feel the attitude toward the enemy and the near
consternation of the mom due to the absence

T

of her son at war. The following is an excerpt
from that letter:
“I have just listened to the news. I can’t understand people doing like those Germans. They
must be mean people . . . Some days I feel like I
can’t stand it any longer. But I have to snap out
of it and go on. It is time to go to bed. I will stop
and say good night. And come home soon. Be
sweet. We love you lots.
Mother and Dad”
In the letter she refers to how “mean” the
Germans were. On April 11, 1945, 15 days before this letter was postmarked, the American
public got its first real exposure to the German
plan for the Jews and other undesirables in
Europe. The Sixth Armored Division of the
Third Army had liberated the Buchenwald
concentration camp.
Now let us move our discussion from the
contents to the cover itself. Horace Elliot, the
son, was a seaman first class. The “C.B.” in the
address was the abbreviation for Construction
Battalion, also known as the Seabees. Notice
that the postmark is nicely tied to a six-cent
airmail stamp that appears to be Scott C25.
On closer examination, the stamp is Scott

A mother’s letter to her son serving in the Pacific revealed the stress of a long war on the home front and
lead to a present day journey to see if recipient survived the war.
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C25a, issued May 18, 1943 in booklets of
three, imperforate at the sides or at sides and
bottom. Interestingly, the postmark is April
26, 1945, only a few days from the German
surrender and about four months before the
Japanese capitulation.
Considering this piece of history, my
next question was, “did Horace make it back
home?” To get an answer, I returned to Baird,
the city of origination for this letter, and the
county seat of Callahan county, about 20 miles
east of Abilene. Pictures and names of soldiers
killed in past wars are displayed in the county
courthouse. If Horace wasn’t portrayed, maybe
it meant he returned home safely.
As I trekked up the stairs of the courthouse
to the display area, I can tell you that my heart
was in my throat. But in quickly reviewing the
pictures, Horace was not to be found!
Just to make sure, I looked up the person
who put together the display, Jim Hatchett,
and contacted him. Sure enough, Jim confirmed that Horace had made it home, lived
a long life to about age of 90, and passed away

a few years ago.
If you happen to coming down Interstate
20 in West Texas, drop by the county courthouse in Baird. You can review the display in
about a half hour or so.
These pictures of the soldiers that gave
the ultimate sacrifice for their country are
moving; you will not regret making the stop.
Also take a little extra time to visit the excellent antique shops in town. Who knows what
you may find?
Sources:

1. Hatchett, Jim. Conversation in Baird, Texas.
2.Kloetzel, James ed. 2007 Scott Specialized
Catalogue of United States Stamps and Covers,
Sidney, OH:Scott Publishing Co., Inc., 2006.
2.Tasana, Dr. Vincent. History of the Seabees, Naval
Facilities Engineering Command. 18 June 2007.
<http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq67-1.htm>.

About the Author: Lou David Allen collects
pre-1945 Belgian Congo, Mozambique Company,
and postal history. He previously wrote “Out-of-theWay Places Yield Postcard Gems” in the JanuaryFebruary 2007 issue of The Texas Philatelist.

STAMP COLLECTIONS WANTED
I am always interested in buying collections and estates
of United States and Foreign Stamps and Covers. For
larger collections, I will visit you. I can offer many years
of experience as a professional stamp dealer in Texas (call
for a fr ee copy of my book
Fifty Years of Texas Philately).
You will find that I treat both you
and your stamps with the respect and
courtesy you deserve.

Charles Deaton
P.O. Box 340550
Austin, TX 78734
Phone (713) 927-9948

FROM JUNE-OCTOBER
Contact me on Cape Cod:
P.O. Box 2836
Orleans, MA 02653
Phone (508) 240-2683
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texas connection
Tex Avery redefined popular ’toon character
By Douglas Moss
Did you know that one of the most recognizable phrases in the world, “What’s up,
Doc”, has a Texas connection?
Frederick Bean “Tex”Avery was born February 26, 1908 in Taylor, Texas. His family claimed
lineage to Daniel Boone and the Judge Roy
Bean, though his connection to the “Law West
of the Pecos” is quite circumspect.
He attended North Dallas High School,
where the favorite catch phrase of the day
was one you would later hear from a famous
animated rabbit.
After graduating from high school in
1926, he went to Chicago to study art. From
there he moved onto Los Angeles, where
he found work in a small cartoon studio. He
later worked at Universal with Walter Lantz,
the creator of Woody Woodpecker, before
moving on to Warner Brothers in 1935.
At Warner Brothers, he is the cartoonist
given credit for developing cartoon characters like Daffy Duck, Porky Pig, and Elmer
Fudd.
Avery brought an edge to his cartoons
that was different from his main competitor,
Walt Disney Studios. His animated shorts
were edgy filled with innuendo, sarcasm, and
irony that appealed to adults as well as children. One of his favorite themes for his shorts
was the fairy tale. Going against the literary
archetype of those moralistic stories, Avery
used highly sexualized female characters and
a character who would show up time and
again in his works, the Wolf.
Though Bugs Bunny did not originate
with Avery—the prototype for Bugs was
Happy Rabbit—he is given credit for really developing the “Wascally Wabbit” into a
major character.
Avery first had Bugs Bunny use the now
famous phrase from North Dallas High,
“What’s up, Doc?” in his first meeting with the
hunter, Elmer Fudd. In 1941, that animated
16 The Texas Philatelist July-August 2007

short, A Wild
Hare, w a s
nominated
for an Academy Award
for best short
subject.
Unfortunately, Avery
would only
m a k e fo u r
Bugs Bunny
cartoons.
Creative differences over
Avery contributed Bugs Bunthe ending Tex
ny’s famous catch phrase.
of his final
Bug Bunny cartoon, The Heckling Hare, led
him to leave Warner Brothers for MetroGoldwyn-Mayer (MGM).
His 1942 MGM short, The Wolf Blitz, also
received an Academy Award nomination.
His most famous character at MGM was
Droopy Dog, who often matched wits with
the Wolf, a common foe in many of Avery’s
animated shorts. Droopy was an understated and diminutive Bassett hound, who
perservered and always won out in the end.
Avery directed 16 Droopy animated shorts
while at MGM.
In 1954, he left MGM to work with Walter
Lantz again. But his tenure was short with the
Lantz studios, making only four cartoons.
Burned out from his work in Hollywood,
he moved into doing television commercials. Anyone who can remember the Raid
insecticide commercials of the 1960s (“Oh
no, RAID!), and the now politically incorrect
Frito Bandito, was exposed to the creations
of his advertising company.
In 1980, he joined Hanna-Barbera, one of
his former competitors in the late 1950s. His
contribution there was brief, as he literally
died while on the job at the age of 72.

Oklahoma Philatelic Society
Circuits Available to TPA Members!
 TPA members can now
buy and sell in the OPS
Sales Division; OPS membership is not required for
TPA members.
 Circuits are designed for
the general collector.
 Profit sharing.
 Postage rebates.
 Collector and chapter circuits available.

IDEAL FOR
GENERAL
COLLECTORS !
Get your circuit on the way even faster by signing up at
www.texasphilatelic.org. Just click on the OPS icon!
Yes, I want to participate in the Oklahoma Philatelic Society Sales Division!
Check one:  I’m convinced, place me on a circuit right away!
 I need more details. Please send more information to me as soon
as possible.*
 I want to sell stamps. A check is enclosed for
blank books
at 75¢ each (price includes postage).
Name
Address

Apt.

City



Home Phone (

State
)

Zip

 TPA or  OPS Number

Send to: OPS Sales Division
P.O. Box 2179
Muskogee, OK 74402-2179
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EVERY TPA MEMBER IS ASKED TO
HELP SUPPORT THE ANNUAL

YOUTH HOLIDAY
STAMP DESIGN CONTEST
BY DONATING JUST 100 STAMPS!
It’s easy! Just gather together 100 stamps, either
all United States or all foreign, and preferably large
commemoratives that kids would like, and slip
them in a regular envelope that is addressed to:

100-Stamp Challenge
c/o Jane King Fohn
10325 Little Sugar Creek
Converse, TX 78109-2409

WIN A SCOTT U.S. CATALOGUE!
Don’t forget to write your return address on the envelope
in order to be automatically entered into a drawing for one
of two Scott 2008 Specialized Catalogue of United States
Stamps and Covers to be given away in November! Odds
of winning determined by the number of entries received.
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Annual youth contest needs member donations
By Jane King Fohn
his year, there is a great need for TPA
member donations of United States and
worldwide stamps for the annual Youth Holiday Stamp Design Contest, sponsored by the
Texas Philatelic Association Foundation.
Last year there were 148 entries, which
made the work almost overwhelming for one
person to assemble all those packets of stamps,
with one going to each entrant.
Therefore, the TPA is issuing the “100Stamp Challenge,” asking each member to
donate 100 off-paper stamps, either all United
States or all foreign. The stamps should preferably be undamaged, colorful commemorative
that kids would like.
Donors can slip the stamps loose inside a
regular envelope and send it to the address at
the end of this article. Be sure there’s a return
address for automatic entry into a drawing for
one of two copies of the 2008 Scott Specialized
Catalogue of United States Stamps and Covers, to
be given away in November. This is the same
drawing that can otherwise be entered only by
stopping at the TPA table at stamp shows or
by joining the TPA as a new member.
Donations of other philatelic material,
such as first day covers and collecting supplies,
are also appreciated and being accepted.
The winning entries in the 19th annual
Youth Holiday Stamp Design Contest will
be illustrated in the November-Deeember
2007 issue of The Texas Philatelist, with the
best drawing featured on the cover. The annual contest includes Christmas, Hanukkah,
Kwanzaa, Ramadan or the holiday that the
youth’s family recognizes.
Last year, grand prize winner Haley Grable
received a H.E. Harris Traveler Stamp Album,
accompanied by stamps, supplies and a little
cash. The first-place winners in each age group
also won an album, and all 26 youngsters who
placed were sent stamps and supplies.
The contest is open to all junior philatelists, 18 years old or younger, regardless of

T

As the best entry in the 2006 Youth Holiday Stamp
Design Contest, Haley Grable’s “Santa Delivering
Presents” appeared on the cover of the NovemberDecember 2006 issue of The Texas Philatelist.

state or country of residence. Membership
in the TPA or a stamp club is not required to
participate and win.
TPA members are asked to encourage
youth participation in the contest. All that’s
required is to design a stamp in color or blackand-white on white paper and to combine
philatelic with Christmas or other holiday
themes. Entrants should include the name of
the country and denomination in the stamp
design. Each entry should include the contestant’s name, address, age, collecting interest,
and a brief explanation of the artwork.
For newer members who don’t have back
issues of the journal, the November-December
2006 issue is available for download on the official TPA website, www.texasphilatelic.org.
Although an official entry form is not required, one is now available for download from
the TPA website by clicking on the “Holiday
Stamp Design Contest” icon near the bottom
of the home page.
Donations of stamps for the packets should
be sent as soon as possible to 100-Stamp Challenge, c/o Jane King Fohn, 10325 Little Sugar
Creek, Converse, TX 78109-2409, but must
be received no later than September 1 for donor entry into the drawing. Other donations
and contest entries may be sent to the same
address. The deadline for receipt of contest
entries is October 1, 2007.
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Stellar event suffered from lackluster turnout
By Arthur P. von Reyn
y all measures except attendance, the
western-themed National Topical Stamp
Show 2007, held June 15-17 in Irving, Texas,
was a stellar achievement, offering many attractions not normally associated with philatelic events.
Since collectors come to a show to
visit dealers more than anything else, Ray E.
Cartier, executive director of the sponsoring
American Topical Association (ATA), specifically tried to broaden the appeal of what would
otherwise be a niche specialty collectors’ event
by advertising the fact there would be 28
dealers on hand, a number of whom did not
specifically deal in topical stamps.
Collectors failed to respond, however, as
the turnout was only 430 registered collectors for an event that should have drawn two
or three times that number. Local collectors
were particularly conspicuous in their absence,
despite a publicity mailing. One explanation
might be a dealers’ bourse, held two weekends
before, tapped out collectors’ pocketbooks;
another could be Father’s Day weekend is not

B

an optimal time for a collectors’ gathering.
The National Topical Stamp Show is a
World Series of Philately event, sanctioned by
the American Philatelic Society, and occurs in
a different city each year. The show was venue
for the 58th annual convention of the ATA.
The show’s Grand Award, a Remington
bronze on a marble paten, went to Ingeburg
Fisher for Nuremberg—Tale of a City. Her
exhibit will compete for the Champion of
Champions award at the American Philatelic
Society’s StampShow 2007, to be held August
9-12 in Portland, Oregon.
Jack André Denys won the Reserve Grand
Prize in multi-frame division for his Bayeax
Tapestry. The One-Frame Grand Award was
captured by Fran Adams for Neandertal, and
Trevor Thomas accepted the Youth Grand
Award for his The Game of Soccer.
TPA members showing competitive exhibits were Ray E. Cartier, Peter C. Elias, Jane
King Fohn, and Harold L. Patterson.
The National Topical Stamp Show also
hosted the Youth Champion of Champions
competition, with Alyssah X.C. Alcala’s

No National Topical Stamp Show is complete without a first day of issue. ATA Executive Director Ray E.
Cartier, at left, and Texas Ranger Captain Charles Sweaney unveiled a Texas Ranger sheetlet and a Charles
Goodnight souvenir sheet from the Commonwealth of Dominica. (Photo by Pam Boyd)
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Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II being
named the best of
eight entries representing shows held
during the past year
in the United States
and Canada.
The jury consisted of Douglas
N. Clark, chief
judge, plus Tim
Bartshe, Darrell
Ertzberger, Joseph
F. Frasch, Jr. and
Thomas Lera.
There were a
number of special
exhibits, including two by TPA Douglas N. Clark, chief judge, sets the Grand Award ribbon in place on the Nuremburg—Tale of a City exhibit as winner Ingeburg Fisher and American Topical Asm e m b e r s . Ja n e sociation president Robert J. Mather observe. (Photo by Ray E. Cartier)
King Fohn’s noncompetitive stamp exhibit The 9-Cent Alamo meetings during the event and several new
Stamp and Its First-Day Covers was placed ones were formed. A variety of seminars on
at the ballroom’s south entrance and Ray E. various aspects of topical collecting were also
Cartier’s The First 25 Years of Manned Space conducted.
The Saturday awards banquet featured
Exploration featured space covers autographed
by every astronaut and cosmonaut from 1961 Astronaut Hank Hartsfield, a TPA member
from Houston, Texas, as the guest speaker.
through 1986.
Aside from the awards banquet, one of the The 11-member Mariachi Alteno provided
better attended events at the show was a first mariachi-style entertainment at the banquet
day of issue ceremony for a pair of souvenir while the country group The Furlong Sisters
sheets from the Commonwealth of Dominica performed prior to the president’s reception,
that honored the Texas Rangers and Charles held the evening before.
The U.S. Postal Service provided three
Goodnight. Although Goodnight appeared on
a 29-cent U.S. postage stamp issued in 1994, it separate western-themed cancellations for each
was the first postal tribute to the Texas Rangers day of the show but failed to appear until a
few hours before closing time on the show’s
by any nation.
There was an enthralled audience for a first day. The individual in charge of the postal
demonstration of “Eight Native Texas Crit- booth from the Irving post office reportedly
ters,” presented by Allison Blankenship of left town on an emergency and failed to tell
anyone about the stamp show that was being
Zooniversity.
Also on hand were authors of books on held during the weekend. A few stamps were
western outlaws and lawmen, and a live Texas brought for sale on the second day of the show,
Longhorn steer that afforded visitors a photo but most visitors considered the Postal Service
a “no show at the show.”
opportunity.
(continued on page 24)
More than a dozen ATA study units held
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National To

Photo

TPA board of dire
straddles Sancho, a
steer brought to th

ATA Executive Director Ray E. Cartier
assists Irving mayor Herbert A. Gears
in the traditional stamp coil cutting to
open the show.

(Photos by
Pam Boyd,
Ray E. Cartier,
and Arthur P.
von Reyn)

Alex Witthoeft, granddaughter of TPA member Paul Witthoef t,
shows off a three-dimensional “stamp model” she constructed during Stamp Camp USA.

Allison Blankenship of
Zooniversity
in Dallas attempts to
avoid being
pricked by
a porcupine
during her
highly popular “Eight
Native Texas
Critters” demonstration.

The 11-member Mariachi Alteno serenaded diners during the Saturday evening awards banquet.
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opical Stamp Show

o Gallery

ectors member George Woodburn
a grand champion Texas Longhorn
he show for photo opportunities.

From the left, Paula and Rick Miller, Pat Parsons, Jane Devereaux and Bob Alexander
dressed in period costumes and represented
the National Association for Outlaw and Lawman History for a book signing.

ATA Executive Director Ray C. Cartier signs the Distinguished
Topical Philatelist award with Jerry Husak and Robert J.
Mather, ATA president, assisting.
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(continued from page 21)
arch Hotel and Conference Center in ClackaAll the show cachets remain available. A mas, Oregon, a suburb of Portland.
For further information on the ATA, visit
set of three different cachets, for each day of
the show with U.S. postmarks, as illustrated in their website at www.americantopicalassn.
the May-June edition of The Texas Philatelist, org, or contact the ATA at (817) 274-1181
costs $2 each or all three for $5, plus $1 post- or American Topical Association, P.O. Box
age. Also offered are two cachets, each franked 57, Arlington, TX 76004-0057.
with one of
the Commonwealth
of Dominica souvenir
sheets. The
price is $7 for
both plus $1
postage.
The ATA’s
2008 annual
meeting and
c o n ve n t i o n
will be held
the weekend Janet Houser, the American Philatelic Society youth coordinator at left, assists volunteer
Mona Lewis with the auction that concluded Stamp Camp USA. Kids earned points for
of June 13-15 activities during the camp that were used to bid on the philatelic treasures. (Photo by
at the Mon- Arthur P. von Reyn)

NTSS 2007 PALMARES
MULTI-FRAME CLASS
GRAND AWARD
Ingeburg Fisher – Nuremburg – Tale of a City
Gold Medal
APS Research Award

RESERVE GRAND AWARD
Jack André Denys – Bayeux Tapestry
Gold Medal
American Philatelic Congress Award
GOLD MEDALS
Robert J. Mather – The Donkey in Man’s World
Joan Klimchalk – Santa Claus: A Living Legend
Collectors of Religion on Stamps Award
Edward Powell – Columbus and His Discoveries
Paul Schumacher – Not Quite President of the
United States
Americana Unit Award
Vincent De Luca – European Castles: Their Evolution and History
Larry Davidson – Beavers: Nature’s Engineers
Biology Unit Award
NSDA Most Popular Exhibit Award
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Tono Dwi Putranto – The Kingdom of Lions
ATA Chapter 5 Incentive Award
VERMEIL MEDALS
Greg Belagian – Big Cats and Humans
AAPE Honor Award
Alexander Borges – To Lift a Boat
Ships on Stamps Unit Award
Dan Dubrescu – The Story of the Computer
Richard Woodward – The World Cup of Soccer
Sports Philatelists International Certificate
Anonymous – Save the Monuments of Nubia
Old World Archeological Award
Roland Essig – Under the Big Top
AAPE Creative Award
SILVER MEDALS
Ray Cartier – The Aircraft of Air Force Plant #4
Carl Bogatiuk – The Statue of Liberty
Jack Green – Jules Verne’s Predictions of Apollo 13
Space Unit Gold Award
Sundar Lal Bansal – Mammals in the Wild
Patricia Prevy – Who Gives a Hoot?
Peter Elias – 4 Rings – The History of Audi

NTSS 2007 PALMARES

SILVER-BRONZE MEDALS
Daniel Askey – The Dawn of the Nuclear Age
David You Lu – The Origin and Development of
Chinese Calligraphy
Joan Klimchalk – Christmas in Space:
Apollo 8 and Skylab 4
Space Unit Silver Award
BRONZE MEDALS
Harold Patterson – The Texas Sesquicentennials
Nita Rao – The Butterfly

ONE-FRAME CLASS

YOUTH CLASS
GRAND AWARD

Trevor Thomas – The Game of Soccer
Silver Medal
Sports Philatelists International Certificate
SILVER MEDAL
Sherri Biendarra - The Olympics – Let
the Games Begin
Sports Philatelists International Certificate
AAPE Youth Grand Award

NOVICE CLASS

GRAND AWARD
Fran Adams – Neandertal
Gold Medal
VERMEIL MEDALS
Roland Essig – The Living Fossil,
Old Four Legs – It’s a Coelacanth
AAPE Honor Award
Tono Dwi Putranto – The Cheetah, Fast as Lightning
Kent Wilson – The Geological History
of Yellowstone Park
SILVER MEDALS
Sundar Lal Bansal – Giant Panda and
Its Conservation
Lyman Caswell – Nikola Tesla and His Competitors
Nancy Phillips – The Brown Bear: Its Evolution,
Dispersal and Extinction
Jane King Fohn – Hillcountry Honkytonkin’
Rita Labrador Retriever
BRONZE MEDALS
Jack Green – Nautilus
Robert Hanson – Romancing the Stone:
As Seen by Using Flowers
CERTIFICATE
Hemanth Vasanthaiah – Continuous Struggle
Against Malaria

Judy Essig – Chapeau’s Rouge
Mary Ann Owens Novice Award
AAPE Novice Award

NON-COMPETITIVE CLASS
Jim Roth – United States Space Events of 2006

AAPE YOUTH CHAMPIONS
OF CHAMPIONS
CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS
Alyssah X.C. Alcala (Age 13) – Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II
OTHER CHAMPIONS
Olivia Boher (Age 12) – Butterflies in Liberty
Alexander Faulkner (Age 13) – Sports on Stamps
Cassi Stahl (Age 11) – Pandas
Dzintars Grinfelds (Age 18) – Railroading
in the U.S.
Sabrina McGill (Age 11) – Zoofari
John Phillips (Age 11) – The War
Between the States
Matthew Smith (Age 11) – Dinosaurs!

HAVE MORE FUN! COLLECT PRECANCELS!

TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB
Come to our next meeting:
Friday and Saturday, October 12-13, 2007
Country Inn & Suites, 2200 Mercado Drive
Fort Worth, Texas
For more information: John C. Foster
retsof@texas.net or call (512) 346-8253
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Greater Houston Stamp Show has the blues
By Ronald Strawser
he Greater Houston Stamp Show 2007
has the “blues” this year. No, things aren’t
going badly for the show. In fact, this year’s
edition is expected to be one of the best ever
with a wide range of dealers and exhibits, plus
another auction by Sam Houston Philatelics.
The show, to be held September 14-16 at
the Humble Civic Center in Humble, Texas,
has the “blues” because the special annual
single-frame exhibit competition is based on
the color blue.
Also featured at the 61st annual event are
regular-, single-, and multiple-frame exhibits
which compete for medals and special prizes,
a youth area, hourly door prizes, and, possibly
the most entertaining awards banquet in the
country, plus many other activities.
The single-frame blue competition follows
a “colorful” tradition begun in 2004 when a
single frame “green” challenge between two
Houston Philatelic Society members, involving the color of stamps they collected, quickly

T

TPA MEETINGS IN
HOUSTON SEPT. 15
Members of the Texas Philatelic
Association are invited to attend a
membership meeting on Saturday,
September 15, at the Greater Houston
Stamp Show 2007 in Humble, Texas.
The session, slated to start at 11:00
a.m., will feature an update on upcoming plans for the Association and a short
program of general philatelic interest.
Members are also welcome to attend the trustees’ and directors’ meetings, which will get underway at 8:30
a.m. and 9:15 a.m. respectively. All TPA
members are welcome to attend these
sessions as well.
For meeting room location, check
the show program or inquire at the TPA
society table.
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evolved into a show-sponsored event with
numerous participants.
Since then, black and yellow have been
the theme colors, with blue being picked at
last year’s banquet.
So far, the response to the color blue has
been very enthusiastic from both local and
national exhibitors. Experienced exhibitors, or
anyone who wants to try their hand at something new, are welcome to enter the “blues”
competition (or any of the other exhibit
classes) and discover a great way to experience
another fun part of the hobby. At a critque,
three American Philatelic Society accredited
judges will offer suggestions on how exhibits
can be further improved.
Any potential exhibitor who has material
that ties to the blue theme will be accepted
in the blue competition. Examples are blue
stamps, blue cancels, or event thematic exhibits about “blues” singers or music.
The Texas Philatelic Association will hold
an informal members’ meeting at the show,
slated to begin at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday,
September 15. Members may also wish to attend sessions of the TPA board of directors and
TPA Foundation trustees, which are scheduled
prior to the members’ meeting.
Also gathering in Houston will be the
Texas Postal History Society, which will have
several events including a Saturday afternoon
meeting.
The show cachet and cancel are designed
for use with the Marvel Comic Book Heroes
stamps to be released in late July. Last year’s
cachets quickly sold out, so collectors not able
to attend the event are advised to order in
advance. Ordering instructions are provided
under the illustration of the cachet on the
next page.
Collectors interested in exhibiting at the
Greater Houston Stamp Show 2007, whether
in the blue competition, or in the normal
exhibiting classes, can obtain a prospectus by

The cachet for the 2007 Greater Houston Stamp Show is tied in with the release of the Marvel Comic
Book Heroes stamps, to debut in late July. The price is $1.50 for a single cover or $25.00 for a set with all
20 different stamps. The cachets often sell out, but collectors can ensure receipt of theirs by ordering
no later than September 5. Send payment, and a SASE with sufficient postage to cover the mailing cost,
to: Greater Houston Stamp Show, P.O. Box 690042, Houston, TX 77269-0042.

writing Ronald Strawser, P.O. Box 840755,
Houston, TX 77284-0755, or by sending an
e-mail to ghss2007exhibits@earthlink.net.

Additional information on the 2007 show can
be found at the Houston Philatelic Society
website www.houstonstampclub.org.

Join us in Houston!
TPA Membership Meeting at the
Greater Houston Stamp Show
11:00 a.m., Saturday, September 15, 2007
Humble Civic Center • Humble Texas

This informal meeting is designed to update
members on current and future initiatives.
Sandwiches and drinks will be served!
(Please rsvp to Carol Arndt (432) 366-6467 or rsvp@texasphilatelic.org.)
The membership meeting will be preceded by sessions of the
TPA Foundation Trustees at 8:30 a.m and.
the TPA Board of Directors at 9:15 a.m.
(MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME AT TRUSTEE AND BOARD MEETINGS.)
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calendar of events
Unless otherwise noted, admission and parking are free at all shows and bourses listed. Specific details
are not provided for repeating events beyond the first insertion. For inclusion on this calendar and the
one on our website www.texasphilatelic.org select the “Philatelic Event Registration” option under
the “At Your Service” heading on the website home page or prepare the data in the format below and
write to: Douglas Moss editor, The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

JUL. 14-15
2007

KINGWOOD STAMP SHOW
Exhibition and bourse of the Kingwood Stamp Club, Magnolia Complex,
2725 Wilson Rd. (south of Will Clayton Pkwy. on left side), Humble, Texas.
Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Denny
Ludlow, dennyludlow@aol.com.

JUL. 14-15
2007

WACO COIN AND STAMP SHOW
Bourse of the Waco Coin Club, Texas Ranger Hall of Fame Knox Center, 100
Texas Ranger Trl. (I-35 and University Parks Dr.—Exit 335B), Waco, Texas.
Hours: Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Waco Coin
Club, P.O. Box 24267, Waco, TX 76702-4267; wacocoinclub@aol.com.

JUL. 21-22
2007

TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR
Bourse at the Richardson Civic Center, 411 W. Arapaho Rd., (Next to Richardson City Hall), Richardson, Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday
10 a.m. to 4 p.m

JUL. 28-29
2007

ARK-LA-TEXAS COIN STAMP & CARD EXPOSITION
Coin, stamp and postcard exhibition of the Red River Stamp Society and
Shreveport Coin Club at the Bossier Civic Center, 620 Benton Rd., Bossier
City, Louisiana. Dealers, club exhibits, chance board, cachet, cancel and USPS
substation. Hours: Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

AUG. 4-5
2007

TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR
Bourse at the Marquis Inn, 2635 N.E. Loop 410 (Exit 25B at Perrin-Beitel Rd.), San
Antonio, Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

SEP. 14-16
2007

GREATER HOUSTON STAMP SHOW 2007
Annual exhibition and bourse of the Houston Philatelic Society at the
Humble Civic Center, 8233 Will Clayton Pkwy. (exit U.S. Hwy. 59 at Will
Clayton Pkwy. and go east), Humble, Texas. Features exhibits, 33-dealer
bourse, beginners’ booth, Sam Houston Philatelics auction, USPS substation, cacheted cover and show cancellation. TPA meetings scheduled on
Saturday as follows: Foundation Trustees at 8:30 a.m.; Board of Directors at
9:15 a.m.; Informal Membership Meeting at 11:00 a.m. Hours: Friday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Jonathan Topper,
PMB 327, 8524 Highway 6 N., Houston, TX 77269-0042; jctopper@yahoo.
com.

SEP. 29-30
2007

TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR
See Jul. 21-22 listing for details.
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OCT. 12-13
2007

TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB FALL ROUNDUP
Fall auction and bourse of the Texas Precancel Club at the Country Inn &
Suites, 2200 Mercado Dr., Fort Worth, Texas. Hours: Friday 9 a.m. to ? p.m.,
Saturday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Auction on Saturday at 2 p.m. Contact: Katherine
Foster, khfoster@tex.net.

OCT. 27-28
2007

TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR
See Aug. 4-5 listing for details.

NOV. 1-3
2007

OKPEX 2007 (Show dates have changed to Thursday-Saturday)
Annual exhibition and bourse of the Oklahoma City Stamp Club at First
Christian Church, 3700 N. Walker Ave. (exit I-235 at Northwest 36th St. and
go one block west) in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Show features APS World
Series of Philately exhibits, dealer bourse, cacheted cover and show cancellation. Hours: Thursday 2 p.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6 pm., Saturday
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Joe Crosby, 5009 Barnsteeple Ct., Oklahoma City,
OK 73142-5405; joecrosby@cox.net.

NOV. 10-11
2007

MID-CITIES STAMP EXPO
20th annual exhibition and bourse of the Mid-Cities Stamp Club at the
Grapevine Convention Center, 1209 S. Main St., Grapevine, Texas. Features
exhibits, 24-dealer bourse, beginners’ booth, giant mixture pick, silent auction, chance board, USPS substation, cacheted cover and show cancellation.
Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact Stanley
Christmas, elvira6@swbell.net.

DEC. 1-2
2007

TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR
Bourse at the Ramada Plaza Hotel, 7611 Katy Frwy., Houston, Texas. Hours:
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

APR. 18-20
2008

TEXPEX 2008
The 112th annual exhibition and convention of the Texas Philatelic Association at the Doubletree Dallas Hotel Near the Galleria, 4099 Valley View Ln.
(I-635 at Midway exit), Dallas, Texas. Show features World Series of Philately
exhibits, bourse, youth booth, USPS substation, cacheted cover and show
cancellation. TPA meetings scheduled on Saturday as follows: Foundation
Trustees at 8:00 a.m.; Board of Directors at 9:00 a.m.; Annual Meeting at 10:00
a.m. Hours: Friday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Southwest Philatelic Foundation, P.O. Box 835491,
Richardson, TX 75083-5491.

FEB. 20-22
2009

AMERISTAMP EXPO 2009
Annual winter exhibition and bourse of the American Philatelic Society
at the Arlington Convention Center, Arlington, Texas. Show features APS
World Series of Philately exhibits, bourse, beginners booth, cacheted cover
and show cancellation. Further details to come.

APR. 17-19
2009

TEXPEX 2009
Event has been unofficially canceled due to scheduling conflict.
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Retention efforts help keep clubs thriving
By Arthur P. von Reyn
he first three installments in this series
on invigorating your stamp club outlined
methods of attracting new members and retaining the ones you have, primarily in terms
of a new or renewed commitment to newsletters, meeting programs and publicity.
An appropriate conclusion to this series is
a discussion on how to make those hard-won
visitors feel “at home” and to demonstrate to
your current members that they are a vital part
of your organization.

T

MAKING AN IMPRESSION
Most clubs experience the phenomenon of
the visitor from the local area who comes to
just one meeting and then vanishes for good.
If this is a frequent occurrence, then it’s likely
your visitors don’t get a good impression of
your club, most likely because they aren’t receiving the special attention they deserve.
My experience as a guest has typically
been signing the register, having my presence
acknowledged during the business session,
and then being asked to stand up and state
my collecting interests.
While I don’t have a problem with that, I
do know there are some collectors who don’t
like to stand up before a group of strangers.
Why not avoid that situation by collecting
the required information before hand and
announce something like “Jane Doe is visiting
with us today for the first time and collects
Rabbit topicals. Is there anything else you
collect Jane?” Jane can then expand on her
interests if she wishes or let it go at that.
Too many clubs just leave a visitor to sink
or swim once his or her presence has been
acknowledged. The introductory process
should be taken one step further by having a
Editor’s Note: This article is the last in
a series on how to inject new life in your
local stamp club.
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Proper handling of the introduction of visitors to
meetings will insure that all-important first impression of an organization is a favorable one.

hospitality committee that assigns a “buddy”
to the visitor for at least the entire first meeting and, if that individual returns, a few more.
This “buddy” should have the responsibility
of explaining what the club has to offer and
introduce the guest to other club members
who share collecting interests.
The first impression a visitor receives is
vitally important, so make sure your group
offers a favorable and memorable one.

IDENTIFYING AND RETAINING
WAYWARD MEMBERS

As has been discussed previously, having
a newsletter and variety in meeting programs
goes a long way towards keeping your members coming out. Nonetheless, sometimes
regular meeting attendees seem to disappear
from the face of the earth.
According to an often-quoted “Why Customers Quit” survey that purportedly first appeared on a company’s bulletin board years ago
but lacks substantiation1, the reason customers
(i.e. your members) disappear is:
1% die
3% move away
1A

PowerPoint presentation by Rita Hodgins, Michigan University Extension Service Agent, Upper
Peninsula Region, refers without attribution to these
and other statistics quoted in this article.)

5%
9%
14%
68%

other friendships
competitive reasons (high dues?)
product dissatisfaction (few activities?)
bad customer experience (indifference
by other members?)

Although this survey may be of dubious
origin (how can a dead person respond to a
survey?), there is certainly a ring of truth to its
presumption. So, when a long-time or shorttime member ceases coming to meetings, is it
because your organization gives an impression
of indifference?
Clubs can avoid the appearance of being
indifferent by taking roll at every meeting
and observing who’s not present. When an
individual misses a second meeting, it’s time
to find out what happened. It’s likely that
particular member didn’t die or move away,
so this is a chance to investigate.
Perhaps the missing individual is no longer
able to drive at night and needs a ride; is sick
and would appreciate a visit; or, can’t abide the

program presenters who ramble on and on.
Other commonly cited statistics in customer service circles, which may or may
not have any concrete basis, are: 96% of
dissatisfied customers don’t complain; if the
problem is resolved, 50 to 74 percent will be
retained—that figure jumps to 95 percent if
the problem is resolved quickly. These numbers
aside, it remains a fact about the only way
you’re going to discover there’s an issue with
a member is through personal contact.
A quick resolution is possible by taking
a more proactive approach. Establish a telephone committee to call members before each
meeting. Assign each committee member only
enough members to call so the task can be accomplished in about 10 minutes, this would
usually be about eight or so members. Instruct
volunteers to report any problems to the chair
so they can be resolved quickly.
Don’t forget another often-quoted customer service adage, “a customer with a bad
experience will tell nine others.” There is considerable truth to this, I have personally heard
about far more bad experiences collectors have
had at various clubs versus the good ones.

A GREAT RESOURCE FOR
BUILDING YOUR CLUB

A must for any stamp club library is this handbook, released by Amos Publications in 1983
and now out-of-print. Copies are occasionally
available through philatelic literature dealers and
used book sites on the Internet.

Hopefully, this series of articles has inspired you do take some steps to improve your
club. I invite readers to share some of their own
suggestions and observations.
To conclude, there’s a great resource every
philatelic organization should have. It is the
Stamp Club Handbook by Elaine Durnin
Boughner, published by Amos Press back in
1983. Although this publication appeared
before personal computers became a mainstream item, most of the information is as
pertinent today as it was back then. According
to Angie Nolte at Amos Press, the Handbook
is long gone and there are no plans to reprint
it. However, copies are occasionally offered
on the Internet and often found languishing
in club libraries. I strongly suggest your club
officers acquire a copy and use it!
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texas cancels
This is a listing of special pictorial cancels recently authorized for use in Texas, or of interest to collectors in
Texas. This information is excerpted from recent editions of The Postal Bulletin. If available, the sponsor of the pictorial
postmark appears in italics under the date. Sponsors are encouraged to submit copies of their artwork directly
to this publication as soon as practical; often the window for obtaining cancels is almost closed by the time
notice is published in The Postal Bulletin.
According to the U.S. Postal Service, requests for these cancels must be postmarked no later than 30 days following the indicated postmark date. All requests must include a stamped envelope or postcard bearing at least the
minimum first-class postage; items bearing postage issued after the postmark date will be returned unserviced.
Place the envelope or postcard in a larger envelope and address it to: PICTORIAL POSTMARKS, followed by
the NAME OF THE STATION, ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP+4 CODE, exactly as listed below (using all capitals and no
punctuation, except the hyphen in the ZIP+4 code). A larger SASE must be enclosed if the item submitted for a
special cancel is unaddressed.
April 28, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
WILDFLOWER TRAILS ROAD
TRIP
STATION
POSTMASTER
200 E RUSH
LINDEN TX 75563-9998

May 5, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
FOX FEST STATION
POSTMASTER
2109 HWY 66
CADDO MILLS TX 75135-9998

May 10. 2007
U.S. Postal Service
DAWSON DRAGON STATION
POSTMASTER
218 JUNIPER ST
WELCH TX 79377-99988

May 10, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
GRADUATION STATION
POSTMASTER
602 N RENFRO ST
MEADOW TX 79345-9998
May 15 2007
City of Killeen TX
125TH BIRTHDAY STATION
POSTMASTER
300 N 10TH ST
KILLEEN TX 76541-9998
May 11, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
MORTON INDIAN STATION
POSTMASTER
106 W TAYLOR AVE
MORTON TX 79346-9998
May 18, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
ACTON POST OFFICE RELAY
FOR LIFE TEAM STATION
POSTMASTER
5561 N GATE RD
GRANBURY TX 76049-9998
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May 26, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
TIGER STATION
POSTMASTER
213 E MAIN ST
GUSTINE TX 76455-9998

May 31, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
GALACTIC DOCKING STATION
POSTMASTER
825 PRECINCT LINE RD
HURST TX 76053-9998
June 2, 2007
Buckholts Betterment Association
COTTON FESTIVAL STATION
POSTMASTER
300 E HWY 190
BUCKHOLTS TX 76518-9998
June 2, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
POST CITY CENTENNIAL STATION
POSTMASTER
202 W MAIN ST
POST CITY TX 79356-9998

June 7, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
SNYDER COMMUNITY
CENTENNIAL STATION
POSTMASTER
725 ASH ST
PLAINVIEW TX 79072-9998

June 8, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
ROBERT E HOWARD STATION
POSTMASTER
101 N AVENUE D
CROSS PLAINS TX 76443-9998

June 8 –9, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
CENTENNIAL STATION 1907
TO 2007
POSTMASTER
11126 FARM MARKET RD 608
MARYNEAL TX 79535-9998

Special cancels sometimes have long shelf life
By Arthur P. von Reyn
Those special pictorial cancels that postmasters request for various community
and philatelic events appear to have a much longer shelf life that one is led to believe.
Official U.S. Postal Service policy states that requests for cancels are to be postmarked
“no later than 30 days” after the date of the postmark.
On occasion, this window is extended 30, 45, 60 or more additional days when
circumstances warrant, especially when a cancel has implications of national interest.
A number of the Lewis and Clark bicentennial cancels were available for anywhere
from six months to almost a year.
In preparation for the debut of the feature “Texas Cancels” in the January-February
2007 edition of The Texas Philatelist, I began sending in requests for the actual cancels,
as listed in The Postal Bulletin, so that the artwork might be printed in higher resolution
and in color, if a colored ink pad was used.
It turned out that fulfillment of the requests was extremely slow on occasion,
especially from larger post offices.
An example of the San Antonio Fat Stock Show and Rodeo cancel arrived June
20, more than five months after the event was held in early January, 2007. The cancel
was ordered a few days after notice of it appeared belatedly in the February 1, 2007
edition of the Postal Bulletin. There was no explanation of the delay.
The medal for procrastination goes to Arlington, which sponsored a Martin Luther
King cancel dated January 12 and 13, 2007. The request for the cancel was mailed
January 18 and the order finally showed up in my mail box on June 27 in a Priority Mail
envelope. A note enclosed in the envelope said “Please accept my apologies for returning
your pictorial cancellation late. Enclosed is a cachet envelope for your inconvenience
and patience. Sincerely, Custom Relations Coordinator, Arlington TX 76003-4198.”
There were actually three covers enclosed, one first day and two event cachets.
The moral here is to try and get your requests in promptly, but if the official window
of opportunity has passed, the cancellation device may still be around, so take a stab
at sending in a late request if the cancellation is one you desperately want!
June 8 –10, 2007
The University of Texas Institute of
Texan Cultures
THE INSTITUTE OF TEXAN
CULTURES STATION
CUSTOMER RELATIONS
10410 PERRIN BEITAL RD
SAN ANTONIO TX 78284-9998

June 9, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
SESQUICENTENNIAL STATION
POSTMASTER
200 FARM MARKET RD 455
FORESTBURG TX 76239-9998

June 9, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
CENTENNIAL STATION
POSTMASTER
225 SE AVENUE A
HAMLIN TX 79520-9998

June 15,2007
Audie Murphy Museum
AUDIE LEON MURPHY STATION
POSTMASTER
2810 WESLEY ST
GREENVILLE TX 75401-9998

June 15,2007
American Topical Association
NTSS ‘07 STATION
POSTMASTER
2701 IRVING BLVD
IRVING TX 75061-9998

June 16,2007
City of Bertram
QUASQUICENTENNIAL STATION
POSTMASTER
135 W FM 243
BERTRAM TX 78605-9998
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June 16,2007
American Topical Association
NTSS ‘07 STATION
POSTMASTER
2701 IRVING BLVD
IRVING TX 75061-9998

The cancel depicted below is a common
design; inscriptions differ for each location.

June 16, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
T BONE WALKER BLUES FEST
STATION
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
LINDEN TX 75563-9998

June 17,2007
American Topical Association
NTSS ‘07 STATION
POSTMASTER
2701 IRVING BLVD
IRVING TX 75061-9998

June 21, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
VALERA STATION
POSTMASTER
10490 US HWY 67
VALERA TX 76884-9998
June 22, 2007
Bass Pro Shops and USFWS
DUCK STAMP STATION
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
GARLAND TX 75043-9998
June 22, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
DUCK STAMP STATION
POSTMASTER
1251 WILLIAM D TATE AVE
GRAPEVINE TX 76051-9998
June 22, 2007
Bass Pro Shops and USFWS
DUCK STAMP STATION
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
FT WORTH TX 76161-9998
June 22–23, 2007
Union State Bank
FRIENDSHIP DAY STATION
POSTMASTER
308 N PATTERSON AVE
FLORENCE TX 76527-9998
June 27–28, 2007
Blue Bell Creameries L.P.
BLUE BELL CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION BRENHAM
STATION
POSTMASTER
309 N ST
BRENHAM TX 77833-9998
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May 25, 2007

May 30, 2007 (continued)

U.S. Postal Service
STAR WARS STATION
POSTMASTER
341 PINE ST
ABILENE TX 79601-9998

U.S. Postal Service
STAR WARS STATION
POSTMASTER
25380 STOREY ST
UMBARGER TX 79091-9998

U.S. Postal Service
STAR WARS STATION
POSTMASTER
2301 ROSS ST
AMARILLO TX 79120-9998

U.S. Postal Service
STAR WARS STATION
POSTMASTER
302 MAIN ST
DARROUZETT TX 79024-9998
U.S. Postal Service

U.S. Postal Service
STAR WARS STATION
POSTMASTER
102 S FIRST ST
COAHOMA TX 79511-9998
May 30, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
STAR WARS STATION
POSTMASTER
122 S AUSTIN ST
BOOKER TX 79005-9998
U.S. Postal Service
STAR WARS STATION
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
LOOP TX 79342-9998
U.S. Postal Service
STAR WARS STATION
POSTMASTER
105 MAIN ST
SEAGRAVES TX 79359-9998
U.S. Postal Service
STAR WARS STATION
POSTMASTER
311 PURCELL AVE
CANADIAN TX 79014-9998
U.S. Postal Service
STAR WARS STATION
POSTMASTER
5014 GARY AVE
LUBBOCK TX 79493-9998

STAR WARS STATION
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
MIAMI TX 79059-9998
May 31, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
STAR WARS STATION
POSTMASTER
725 ASH ST
PLAINVIEW TX 79072-9998
U.S. Postal Service
STAR WARS STATION
POSTMASTER
17295 N US HWY 377
LONDON TX 76854-9998
June 6, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
STAR WARS STATION
POSTMASTER
5561 N GATE RD
GRANBURY TX 76049-9998
June 17,2007
U.S. Postal Service
TRINITY RIVER STATION
CUSTOMER RELATIONS
COORDINATOR
4600 MARK IV PKWY
FORT WORTH TX 76161-9803

United States — Proofs & Essays
General Foreign

John T. Pearson

Fine Postage Stamps for Collectors
(210) 656-3135
P.O. Box 33312
San Antonio, TX 78265-3312

June 29, 2007
Town of Round Mountain
150TH ANNIVERSARY STATION
POSTMASTER
10603 US HWY 281 N
ROUND MOUNTAIN TX 786639998
June 29, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
STATION
POSTMASTER
725 ASH ST
PLAINVIEW TX 79072-9998
July 6, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
STATION
POSTMASTER
725 ASH ST
PLAINVIEW TX 79072-9998
July 12, 2007
U.S. Postal Service
DAN BLOCKER STATION
POSTMASTER
809 DOAK ST
ODONNELL TX 79351-9998
July 15, 2007
U.S. Postal Inspection Service
129TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE
STATION
POSTMASTER
8225 CROSS PARK DR
AUSTIN TX 78710-9998

Buy-Sell
Stamps
Coins
Silver

Castle Stamp & Coin
P.O. Box 1196
Hewitt, TX 66643
George Kubal (254) 666-7755

Our Advertisers
help support
the TPA!
Consider them
first for your
philatelic needs!

Professionals Serving
The Philatelic
Community of Texas
For Information Contact:
GEORGE KUBAL
P.O. BOX 1196
HEWITT, TX 76643-1196
(817) 666-7755
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Post office discovered on USS Texas visit
By Douglas Moss
n a rainy July 1 morning, I visited for the
third time the USS Texas (BB-35), a battleship permanently moored at the San Jacinto
Battleground State Historical Park in LaPorte.
The first trip to this unusual Texas state
park was when I was about ten, with my parents, while on a summer vacation. This time
around, I was accompanied by own family.
Here’s a quick rundown on the USS Texas’
history. The ship was commissioned on March
12, 1914 and served in the fleet action at Vera
Cruz, Mexico in April of the same year. Later,
it was part of convoy missions in the North
Atlantic during World War I. Between the
world wars, the USS Texas was the fleet battleship of the Great White Fleet. World War II
service included the invasion of North Africa,
the D-Day invasion at Normandy, and then
action in the Pacific theater at Iwo Jima and
Okinawa. The ship was decommissioned April
21, 1948 and given to the state of Texas.
The ship did not seem as big as it did
when I was ten years old, but it was just as

O

exciting.
Visitors are
allowed access
to much of the
vessel and like
many others,
I went below
deck to look
at how the sailors lived at sea.
While touring
A letter box is located in
“officer coun- “officer country,” where the
try,” I came officers lived on the ship in
upon a letter spacious quarters, as combox. Though, pared to the average sailor.
I had not planned a philatelic adventure on
my visit, at that moment I said to myself that
I had to find the ship’s post office!
I made my way through the ship, and being a collector of USS Texas covers, I was quite
excited when I finally found it.
Outside the door is a small philatelic
display of USS Texas covers. They are not
originals, but apparently color reproductions.

An example of a USS Texas cover signed by E.O. Tauer, Navy mail clerk. Mail clerks on U.S. Navy
vessels would often put together special cancellations to commemorate historic events or ports
of call. This cancellation commemorates a July 4 visit to Boston.
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Still, it was nice to see something philatelic on
board the ship.
An example of a USS Texas cover, from
my collection, is shown at the bottom of the
opposite page. It bears the signature of E.O.
Tauer, the ship’s mail clerk during the 1930s,
who is often mentioned in the history of the
post office on the ship and whose signature
adorns many of the USS Texas covers offered
by dealers at their shops, stamp bourses and
on the Internet. Tauer designed many cachets
for USS Texas covers and his work demands
a premium.
The picture at top right shows what the
post office looked like from a sailor’s point of
view. Space is a premium on any warship, so
every nook and cranny is put to use. In the
photo at bottom right, you can see there are
two bunks in this area to the left. It appears
E.O. Tauer and others who manned the post
office did not have to travel far to go to work.
And while it may not look very comfortable
sleeping in a post office, it offered more privacy
than afforded the average sailor.
As I stood there at the window, I thought
about how important this compartment on
the ship was to the crew of the USS Texas. A
letter from home from a girlfriend, a parcel
of mom’s cookies, a note from the wife with
a picture of a child on his or her first day of
school, or a favorite magazine; they all came
through this tiny post office.
Unfortunately, there is no working post
office on the ship these days. Although I was
tempted to venture back into “officer country”

Above, the USS Texas’ post office from the
sailor’s point of view. Below, a closer look
inside the post office. There is no wasted
space, which doubles as living quarters. To
the left are two bunks, right next to the scale
and adding machine.

to post some items, I could not be sure if anyone ever checks it for current mail. If you want
to send a letter or postcard, you best leave it
at the park’s souvenir shop.

Why isn’t your ad right here?
It would have been seen by 500+ collectors in Texas!

TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT JOURNAL CONTACT:

The Texas Philatelist Manager
305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080

Phone (972) 783-0958 • E-mail tpeditor@sbcglobal.net
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chapters in action
Report chapter activities by Internet or mail!

To report the activities of your chapter or unit, simply go to www.texasphilatelic.org
and select the “Chapter Reports” option under the “At Your Service” heading on the home
page. Minutes may still be sent by mail to this address: Douglas Moss editor, The Texas
Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.
Austin-Texas Stamp Club: The June 5 meeting at the Howson Branch Library was a
program by Sam Van Blarcom about “Philatelic Literature.” Club member Ed Dojutrek passed
away June 9, 2007, so at the June 17 meeting the club made a donation in his memory to
Dream of Hopes Ranch, a charitable project founded by his wife and daughter.
Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society (DPCPS): Dealer member Tom Cunningham
gave an entertaining and educational presentation May 9 titled “Washington-Franklins
Identification.” He also reviewed some philatelic literature on the subject, passed around
copies of same for everyone to peruse, and then gave away a study aid and book to two
lucky winners. The May 23 meeting “Philatelic Spotlight” subjects were Jack Urish and John
Waterfield; a mini-auction followed.
The June 13 meeting program, by Warren Wojiski, was “A Pan-Am Update.” He shared with
the group additions he had made to his Pan-American collection. On a very rainy night June
27, Warren again stepped up to the plate and gave a program entitled “Philatelic Odds and
Ends: Why We Save Them.”
On July 11, members were scheduled to take a tour of the Special Collections Department,
the location of the Wineburgh Philatelic Research Library at the University of Texas at Dallas,
with Dr. Eric D. Carlson as host. On July 25, the quarterly auction was to be conducted.
El Paso Philatelic Society: The May 10 meeting featured a quiz, a raffle and an auction.
The program for the night was presented by Amy Wieting on the British Commonwealth 1937
Omnibus issue, which celebrated the coronation of King George VI. At the June 12 session,
president Ghassan Riachi presented a program on the Lebanese stamps issued to recognize
the Second Pan-Arab Games, which took place in Beruit in 1957.
Fred Sawyer Chapter #56, AFDCS: The May 12th meeting program was “Ugly Covers,”
with members bringing said covers to share with the rest of the group. The annual picnic, catered by Dickey’s Barbecue, was held June 16th at Cliff Way’s home. The group takes a vacation
in July and August; the next meeting is on September 8 at the Wineburgh Philatelic Research
Library at the University of Texas at Dallas, with Loretta Starr as the scheduled speaker.
Heart of Texas Stamp Club: Due to a conflict, Baylor University ‘s Wiethorn Visitor’s Center
was not available for the May 3 meeting, so the club gathered at the home of treasurer Dr.
James Berryhill. There was a show-and-tell of interesting items brought by D.E. Bybee, James
Fabbre, Lois Haynes and Jim Shannon. Harold Wellbaum took home a sheetlet of Forever
Stamps as the evening’s raffle winner. J.P. Jones presented a program on World War I postcards
that were sent by his relatives. The night closed with an auction that realized $28.75.
The June 7 meeting was back at Baylor with Darby Bybee leading a program titled “Postcard
Propaganda of the Third Reich.” D.E. Bybee, James Fabbre, Lois Haynes and J.P. Jones shared
items for show-and tell. Dr. Ralph Bailey won the raffle prize, a 400th Anniversary Settlement
of Jamestown sheetlet. Eight lots were sold in the evening’s auction for $30.50.
The July 5 meeting, featuring Humber Hanke’s “The Famous American Series,” will be the
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last one at the Weithorn Visitors Center. In August, an ice cream social is slated at the home
of Dr. James Berryhill. Beginning in September, meetings will be held at the Baylor Alumni
Center, located across the street from the Weithorn Visitors Center.
Houston Philatelic Society (HPS): The HPS continues to prepare for the Greater Houston
Stamp Show, to be held September 14-16 at the Humble Convention Center. This is a fine
show; collectors are urged to make plans to attend.
HPS member Denise Stotts was recently elected by the membership of the American
Philatelic Society as a director-at-large. Congratulations to Denise, who will begin her service
in mid-August during the APS StampShow in Portland, Oregon.
Mid-Cities Stamp Club (MCSC): Despite the threat of stormy weather, 20 hardy souls
showed up in Arlington on May 2, but it was fairly quickly decided to end the session early
and postpone the scheduled auction until June 6. There was no formal program for May 16
in Irving, but members turned out anyway for a worldwide mixture pick. The May 22 Lake
Granbury agenda was also informal, with no program scheduled in advance.
At the June 20th gathering in Irving, Jack Urish presented “Mozambique and Their Stamps.”
Peter Elias, just back from a trip to St. Vincent, showed off some of the items he acquired
on his trip; Jack Urish and Ken Wills also had items for show-and-tell. A “to-be-announced”
program was scheduled for the June 26 meeting at Lake Granbury.
MCSC activities on tap in July were a “Giant Mixture Pick” in Arlington on the 11th, an
auction in Irving on the 18th and Dan Askey’s “Preparing a Stamp Exhibit” program at Lake
Granbury on July 23. Note that due to Independence Day falling on a Wednesday, the Arlington meeting was postponed a week.
The 20th annual Mid-Cities Stamp Expo will be held November 10-11 at the Grapevine
Convention Center. The show theme is the “100th Anniversary of Grapevine., Texas.”
San Antonio Philatelic Association (SAPA): The grand opening of the Museo Alamdea
in San Antonio was held April 13, 2007. Located downtown on a corner of the historic Market
Square, the new museum’s objective is to “tell the story of the Latino experience through
art, history and culture.“
As an affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution, some of the inaugural exhibits of the Museo
highlight Latino-oriented items from the Institution’s ten museums in the Washington, D.C.
area. One those museums from which objects were requested was the National Postal Museum (NPM). In late 2006, Museo officials contacted the SAPA for assistance with their exhibit
after the NPM indicated it would lend some postal “items” but not stamps. Could the SAPA
assist with a loan of the latter?
The Museo wanted to display stamps featured in U.S. Postal Service Publication 295, “Hispanic People and Events on U.S .Postage Stamps, which is available online at the mail agency’s
website. A review of the publication showed that most of the stamps were relatively common
late vintage commemoratives, such as Roberto Clemente, Ponce de Leon, Cinco de Mayo, etc.
Others were more difficult, such as a complete set of the 1893 Columbians, including the $5
stamp. And, of course, the Museo requested one of each stamp, “best quality!”
SAPA members came through with the stamps, which were formally loaned to the Museo
this past February. They are on view there until late August, 2007, and are located on one
wall of the NPM section of the exhibit. While a title over the case holding the stamps would
have been useful, there were plaques beside the cases identifying the stamps by name and
date of issue. There was also a nice plaque stating that the stamps were courtesy of SAPA. A
special thanks to Fred Groth for supplying this report!
The Texas Philatelist July-August 2007 39

crain’s corner
1902 Second Bureau series varieties and firsts
By Warren Crain
The 1902 Second Bureau issue came
about to replace the 1894 definitives. It
was thought a new set would give the U.S.
Post Office Department good publicity and
increase the use of the mails.
An attractive issue was desired, so great
pains were taken in designing the series of
stamps, with the result that philatelic writers
of the day thought them as artistic as the
Pan American set. The values ranged from
one cent to five dollars, with each one bearing the inscription “Series of 1902,” although
most were not issued until 1903. The stamps
portrayed almost all of the same people as
the 1894 set, with a few exceptions.
The everyday two-cent value (Scott 301),
based on a Gilbert Stuart painting of George
Washington, was not well received by the
public. The portrait was mediocre and the
stamp design in general did not measure
up to the one it replaced. The Post Office
Department decided to replace it less than
two months after it appeared. Thus, another
two-cent (Scott 319) was issued November
12, 1903. This version has a shield forming
the background of the Washington portrait. It
was also criticized and called the least artistic
of the entire series.
In June 1907, it was reported that a block
of 25 of the redesigned two-cent Washingtons had been found at the Washington
Post Office imperforate horizontally. Eight
were reputed to have been used for postage, with the balance going into the hands
of collectors. In the 2007 Scott Specialized
Catalogue of United States Stamps and Covers,
these are priced at $7,500 hinged, or $15,000
unhinged,
Subsequently, the postmaster of San
Francisco discovered several sheets in his
stock of two-centers with the horizontal
perforations missing between the top two
rows of stamps. To facilitate their separation,
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The public scorned the first two-cent Washington stamp in the 1902 series because the
elaborate frame made him look weak. The denomination was quickly redesigned with less
embellishment and a slightly larger portrait, a
change that also received little acclaim.

the imperforate rows were rouletted and the
stamps sold over the counter. Thus, vertical
pairs were formed with regular perforations
all around and roulette between them. These
pairs catalogued for $2,500 imperforate between or $3,250 rouletted in the 2007 Scott
Specialized.
The four-cent brown issue (Scott 303)
depicts Ulysses S. Grant. It is reported that 25
sheets of 400 each were issued imperforate
and were sent to the Detroit Post Office. They
were turned over to the Shermack Vending
Machine Co. to be privately perforated for
use in vending machines. They appear imperforate all around except that twice at each
side of the stamp a portion of the margin is
a trifle wider. These are commonly known
as “Shermack Type 3.” Very few of these were
saved, and, according to Johl’s The United
States Postage Stamps of the 20th Century,
there are only 23 copies known. Since the
book was written in 1932, a few more copies
may have surfaced. Nonetheless, it is a very
rare stamp with a 2007 Scott Specialized
value of $45,000 used, $75,000 mint, hinged
or $120,000 mint, never hinged.
The five-cent value (Scott 304) depicts
Abraham Lincoln with a female figure at
either side. It has been said the artist meant

for the two ladies
to represent a reunited North and
South, surrounding the great patriot who brought
them together.
Both figures
are extending
The two ladies in the frame olive branches
on either side of Lincoln of peace above
are said to represent the Lincoln’s head.
nation being reunited after
Th e ei gh tthe Civil War.
cent Martha
Washington stamp (Scott 306) is the only
value of the series having the first name of
the subject inscribed. She replaced William T.
Sherman, the subject of the eight center of the
1894 issue, and was the first American woman
to be portrayed on a U.S. stamp. This is a welldesigned stamp with a lovely color and, after
the entire set was issued, this one was picked
as the best looking by the philatelic press.
One new value previously never utilized
on a U.S. stamp
was added to the
set. A 13-cent
Benjamin Harrison (Scott 308)
paid the registered single rate
for international
letters.
The 1902 seMartha Washington
ries saw a change The
stamp was the favorite of
in admiralty on the philatelic press at the
the one-dollar time of its introduction.
value, with Admiral David G. Farragut replacing Admiral Oliver H. Perry, the subject of the
1894 series.
The $2 value (Scott 312) depicted another Gilbert Stuart painting, this time of James
Madison. This value was the last of the series
to remain in stock at the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing. In fact, a large quantity was sent
to postmasters in 1916, one year after all of

the available $5 values had been sold.
The highest value of the series depicts a
portrait of John Marshall, with the artist adding the heads of Liberty and Justice to the
design. John Marshall was the fourth chief
justice of the United States and is famous
for serving the longest as chief justice of the
United States Supreme Court and for the
decision in Marbury vs. Madison, a case that
established the doctrine of judicial review.
Only 49,211 of the $5 were issued.
The $2 and $5
high values were
reissued in March
of 1917, perforated 10; they were
in turn replaced in
1918 by a Franklin
design with the
style frame used
for the third Bu- The Benjamin Harrison
stamp marked the first
reau issue.
There is one appearance of a U.S. postage stamp valued at 13
other postage cents, then the rate for a
stamp inscribed registered international
“Series 1902” that letter.
collectors often ignore, a 10-cent blue special
delivery adhesive depicting a “Messenger on
Bicycle.” It was also the longest lived of the
Second Bureau issue. After a short hiatus
when the derided Helmet of Mercury was
issued in 1908, the Messenger design was
quickly reprinted and continued in use until
being permanently retired in 1922.
(Editor’s Note: This Crain’s Corner is an
updated version of a column from the 1978
July-August The Texas Philatelist.)

Pugh Cachets
Individually Handpainted FDCs
for every new issue of the USPS

P.O. Box 8789
The Woodlands, TX 77387-8789
(281) 362-0430
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membership report
4836
4837
4838
4839
4840
4853
4854
4855
4856
4857
4858
4859
4860

NEW MEMBERS
Grable, Haley L. - Manhattan, KS
Swann, David S. - Carrollton, TX
Hyer, David S. - Tulsa, OK
Endsley, Jr.-John R. - Tomball, TX
Wukasch, Kenneth C. - San Marcos, TX
Buckley, George R. - Waco, TX
Watson, Katherine C. - Houston, TX
Finney, Clayton - Houston, TX
Scrimshire, Norton - San Antonio, TX
Eaby, Tamy S. - Fort Worth, TX
Stitt, Christina H. - Louisville, NY
Eaton, Travis E. - Monroe, LA
Fintzel, Allen R. - Arlington, TX

REINSTATED
3563 Senghass, Lea M. - San Antonio, TX
DECEASED
4507 Sapp, Walter W. - Houston, TX
LIFE MEMBER
L-117 Finney, Clayton - Houston, TX

ADDRESS UPDATE NEEDED
The following individuals will be dropped from the
membership roll in the next report if an address correction is not provided.

L-6
L-11

Rothermel, William L. - Baton Rouge, LA
Brunner, Carl H. - Houston, TX

JOIN US!

CHAPTER DISBANDED
LC-1

Panther City Philatelic Society - Fort
Worth, TX

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY
May-June 2007
Membership, April 24, 2007 ..........................522
New Members........................................................ +13
Reinstated.................................................................... +1
Deceased........................................................................-1
Chapter Disbanded..................................................-1
Membership, June 15, 2007............................534
Life Chapters...................................................................9
Life Members..............................................................60
Regular Chapters/Units........................................17
Regular Members..................................................448
Total Members........................................................534

TPA FOUNDATION DONORS
Thanks to the following member for his generous contribution to the TPA Foundation. Giving
levels are: Sponsor $40 and over; Patron, $20.00
to $39.99 and Sustaining, $5.00 to $19.99. Gifts
may be made at any time to Lyle Boardman, 3916
Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005.

PATRON
4474

Busfield Jr., Roger

Membership fees and dues are pro-rata based on the quarter an application is
received: $12 for January-March; $9 for April-June; $6 for July-September;
$13 for October-December (includes next full year).
Membership applications are available on the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org or by writing to:
Lyle Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005.
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Classified Emporium
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS in The Texas Philatelist are accepted on the basis of 10¢
per word (minimum 10 words) with name, address, telephone/FAX number and e-mail address
FREE. Please PRINT or TYPE your ad copy, state the number of times you desire it to run,
determine the total cost, make the check payable to the “Texas Philatelic Association,” and send
to The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

HAVING TROUBLE finding newer used and those
elusive common stamps? Free lists. Darrell L. George,
19410 Cantrell Rd., Little Rock, AR 72223-4422. Visit
me on eBay at dlgstamps. (55-5)

OPS SALES BOOKS are now available to Texas Philatelic Association members. Great source of lower price
material. See our ad in The Texas Philatelist or sign up
online at <www.texasphilatelic.org>. (55-4)

70 YEAR COLLECTION: U.S. mint & used, FDCs,
BOB. Memorabilia collection 500 FDCs, first flights.
Space covers from 1980s collection. European Baltic
from 1880 to 1940. $10 fee for complete list by Scott
catalogue number. Listing fee refundable with purchase
of any collection. Collections can be examined at Poppy
Dean Antiques, 229 Main St., Rosebud, TX 76570,
(250) 583-0147, e-mail chip-o@vvm.com. (55-5)

GIVE A GIFT to your stamp collecting community.
Give your local library a subscription to The Texas
Philatelist. (55-4)

MOURNING COVER with black-bordered card from
President Harding’s wife dated 9-6-1923 with Scott
#579. Mint condition. Make offer. Elizabeth J. York,
228 Carroll Dr., Gatesville, TX 76528-2909, phone
(254) 248-1410. (55-5)
BARN WOOD FRAME “original” document Shiner
half moon post office. Lavaca County, Texas, December 23, 1885. Price $675, firm. Dean Trubee, 1600 N.
Travis, Cameron, TX 76520. Open 10-5 daily. (254)
583-0187, e-mail chip-o@vvm.com. (55-4)

SUPPORT THE YOUTH STAMP DESIGN CONTEST! Prepare one or more packets of 100 different
off-paper stamps, either U.S. or worldwide, colorful
commemorative preferred, and send to Jane King Fohn,
10625 Little Sugar Creek, Converse, TX 78109-2409.
All donations will be gratefully acknowledged in The
Texas Philatelist. (55-5)
DONATIONS NEEDED for beginner’s booth at
Greater Houston Stamp Show. Need stamps, covers,
catalogues, and albums! All donations acknowledged
in writing. Send to Houston Philatelic Show Committee. c/o Jonathan Topper, PMB 237, 8524 Highway 6
N., Houston, TX 77095 or e-mail jctopper@yahoo.
com. (55-4)
D-FW PHILATELIC NEWS: See what’s happening in
the Dallas-Fort Worth stamp world, visit <http://www.
philatelic-activities-department.blogspot.com/>. (55-6)

JOIN THE TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY!
$18 dues brings highly respected journal, mentoring,
two major meetings a year. Contact: Lyle Boardman,
3916 Wyldwood Dr., Austin, TX 78739-3005. (55-4)

ARKANSAS POSTAL HISTORY. Clayton Finney,
2009 Sheridan St., Houston, TX 77030-2105, (713)
662-0001. e-mail cfinny@concentric.net. (55-5)
GALAPAGOS ISLAND cover or picture post card, used
APO 662, Beta Air Field, 1942-1948. Jeanne Stough, 6701
Blanco Rd, Apt. 1101, San Antonio, TX 78216. (210) 9797342. (55-5)
1962 JOHNSTON ISLAND NUCLEAR TEST
COVERS (APO 105). Also, crew-signed Soyuz 7, 9,
18-1, 21, 22, 24 launch/landing covers. And, single
or crew autographed covers—lunar launch dates for
Apollo 11 and 17. Ray E. Cartier, 2509 Buffalo Dr.,
Arlington, TX 76013. (817) 274-1181 days, e-mail
atadir@sbcglobal.net. (55-5)
SCOTT #855 FDCs WITHOUT CACHET. Need
16 more to fill “add-on” order for one of customers.
Looking for $8-$12 price range. Thanks for your help.
Bob Emrick Cachets, P.O. Box 543266, Dallas, TX
75354-3266, (214) 831-0433. (55-4)
UNITED STATES POSTAL history, unusual uses of
3¢ vermilion, 13¢ W-F, and Pilgrim issue. David Willig,
16701 Greenspoint Park Dr. #280, Houston, TX 77060,
e-mail cbhz3@hotmail.com. (55-5)
ALBUMS & SUPPLIES: Your junk or entire
collection, accumulations, used albums, binders.
supplies. Box to closet full needed. Steve Malesky,
San Antonio, TX, (210) 824-8667, e-mail SGL@
grandecom.net. (55-4)
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chapter meetings
Note: Check with chapters for meeting changes and cancellations during holiday periods.
Recent changes in information are noted in red.
AUSTIN-TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #16, 10101 Hillside
North, Austin, TX, 78736-7612; meets 1st Tues. 7:30
PM, Howson Branch Library, 2500 Exposition Blvd.,
Austin; 3rd Tues. 7:30 PM, South Austin Senior Activities
Center, 3911 Manchaca Rd., Austin.
BLUEBONNET PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH#8; 1821 Thurman, Kerrville, TX 78028-2536; meets 1st Thurs., 7:00
PM, Dietert Senior Center, 617 Jefferson St., Kerrville.
COLLECTORS CLUB OF DALLAS, L Unit #4, 2206 Sutton Pl., Richardson, TX 75080-2543; membership by
invitation only.
CROATIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY, Unit #2, P.O. Box 696,
Fritch, TX 79036-0696.
DALLAS-PARK CITIES PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #40, 314
Allegheny Trl., Garland, TX 75043-5659; meets 2nd and
4th Weds., 7:30 PM, Edgemere Retirement Center, 8523
Thackery St.., Dallas.
EL PASO PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH #7, 2990 Trawood
Dr. Apt. 11F, El Paso, TX 79936-4233, meets 2nd Tues.,
7:30 PM, Saint Clements Episcopal Church, 810 N.
Campbell St., El Paso.
FRED C. SAWYER CHAPTER #56 AMERICAN FIRST DAY
COVER SOCIETY, Unit #6, 201 Willow Creek Cir., Allen,
TX. Meets monthly (except July and August) at the
University of Texas-Dallas, Richardson, TX. Call 972727-1381 for meetings dates and times.
HEART OF TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #59, 1700 Plum
Cir., Waco, TX 76706-1629; meets lst Thurs., 7:00 PM,
Wiethorn Visitor’s Center, S. University Parks Dr. across
from Baylor University Marina, Waco. Will meet at Baylor Alumni Center beginning September 6, 2007.
HOUSTON PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #22, PMB 237, 8524
Hwy. 6 N., Houston, TX 77095-2103; meets 1st & 3rd
Mon., 7:30 PM, Recreation Center, Central Presbyterian
Church, 3788 Richmond Ave., Houston.
LYNDON B. JOHNSON SPACE CENTER STAMP CLUB,
LCH #9, P.O. Box 58247, Houston, TX 77258-8247; meets
2nd & 4th Mon., 7:00 PM, Gilruth Recreation Center,
Johnson Space Center, Gate #5 off Space Center Blvd.,
Clear Lake City.
LONE STAR CHAPTER, Éire Philatelic Association International, Unit #32, 14302 Oak Shadow, San Antonio,
TX 78232-4441; meets 2nd Sat. 2:00 PM, member’s
homes.
MAGIC VALLEY STAMP CLUB. CH #56, 2014 E. Bowie
Ave., Harlingen, TX 78550-5164; meets 4th Tues., (except June, July, August) 7:00 PM, Camelot Retirement
Center Headquarters, 1000 Camelot Dr., Harlingen.
MID-CITIES STAMP CLUB. CH #53, P.O. Box 2158,
Arlington, TX 760042158; meets lst Wed., 7:30 PM,

44 The Texas Philatelist July-August 2007

Bob Duncan Community Center, 2800 S. Center St.,
Arlington; 3rd Wed., 7:30 PM (check www.mid-cities
stampclub.com for location), Irving; 4th Tues., 7:00
PM, Studio at Tarleton State Langdon Center, 308
Pearl St., Granbury.
NACOGDOCHES STAMP CLUB, CH #31, P.O. Box 630247,
Nacogdoches, TX 77963-0247; meets 2nd Thurs., 7:00
PM, Westminster Presbyterian Church, 903 North St.,
Nacogdoches.
OKLAHOMA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. CH #61, P.O. Box
700334, Tulsa, OK 74170-0334
PARIS STAMP CLUB. CH #67, P.O. Box 82, Paris, TX 754610082; meets 3rd Mon., 7:00 PM, Calvary Methodist
Church, 3105 Lamar Ave., Paris.
PRAIRIE BEAVER REGIONAL GROUP, British North
America Philatelic Society Ltd., Unit #1, 501 Fairview
Ave., College Station, TX 77840-2933.
RED RIVER STAMP SOCIETY, CH #58, P.O. Box 3352,
Shreveport, LA 71133-3352; meets 1st Wed., 7:30 PM,
Aulds South Bossier Branch Library, 3950 Wayne Ave.,
Bossier City.
SAN ANTONIO PHILATELIC ASSN., LCH #3, 2903 Nacogdoches Rd., San Antonio, TX 78217-4522; meets
every Fri., 7:30 PM, MacArthur Park Lutheran Church,
2903 Nacogdoches Rd., San Antonio.
SEAGULL STAMP CLUB, LCH # 11, P.O. Box 30574, Corpus Christi, TX 78463-0574; meets 2nd Weds., 7:00 PM,
Main Library, 805 Comanche St., Corpus Christi.
SOUTH PLAINS STAMP CLUB, CH #36, P.O. Box 68154,
Lubbock, TX 79414-8154; meets 4th Tues. (2nd Tues.
in Nov. and Dec.), 7:30 PM, Municipal Garden & Arts
Center, 4215 S. University Ave., Lubbock.
TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY, Unit #3, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005, meets at stamp
shows in various cities.
TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB, LCH #10, 4113 Paint Rock
Dr., Austin, TX 78731-1320; meets biannually at stamp
shows in Dallas and Houston.
TEXOMA STAMP CLUB. CH #64, 411 W. Reiman St.,
Seymour, TX 76380-2439; meets 2nd Thurs. and
4th Tues., 7:00 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd.,
Wichita Falls.
TWIN LAKES COIN AND STAMP CLUB, CH #66, 906 Nola
Ruth Blvd., Harker Heights, TX 76548-1540; meets last
Tues., 6:30 PM, Harker Heights Library, 901 S. Ann Blvd.,
Harker Heights.
WICHITA FALLS COIN & STAMP CLUB, LCH #5, 411
W. Reiman St., Seymour, TX 76380-2439; meets 4th
Thurs., 7:30 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd.,
Wichita Falls.

HAWAIIAN STAMP SAMPLER
Scott #		 Description....................................................... Price

9
9
10
11SA
19
27
28
29
	30
	31
	32
	33	
		
	33	
	34
	36
	37
	37
41
42
43	
43	
44
45
46
46
47
49
50
50S
51
52
53	
54
55
56
58

Scott #

 3¾-margins, very light cancel...$135.00
57
 4-margins, HR, a little toning.....125.00
58
 4-margins, NH, great color...........39.00
59
 4-margins, NH..............................33.00
60
 4-margins, brownish gum...........275.00
61
 F-VF, red grid cancel..................150.00
62
 4-margins....................................170.00
63	
 3½-margins, no gum, thin spot.....15.00
64
 VF, LH, rich color.........................15.00
65
 F-VF, LH.......................................35.00
66
 VG-F, no gum...............................30.00
66
 F, neat segmented circular
67
fancy cancel...................................42.00
68
 F, no gum......................................12.00
68
 F, OG, small HR...........................79.00
69
 F-VF, part gum, 2 short perfs........10.00
70
 VF, light cancel...............................4.00
71
 VF, LH............................................8.00
72
 VF-XF, no gum, 1 short perf.........25.00
73	
 F-VF, no gum..................................1.25
73	
 VF, light cancel..............................1.25		
 VF-XF, NH.....................................8.00
74
 VF, no gum, small corner crease.....7.00
74
 F, NH.............................................22.00
75
 VF, light side cancel......................28.00
75
 F-VF, hinged.................................45.00
76
 XF, LH, slight toning on back.....125.00
77
 VF, weak Maltese Cross cancel....80.00
77
 VF, target favor cancel..................80.00
78
 VF, OG, 4 margins........................79.00
78
 VF,, 4 margins, tiny pin hole.........20.00
79
 VF-XF, Mahukona cancel...............8.00
80-82
 F-VF, NH........................................7.00
80
 F, NH...............................................6.00
81
 VF-XF.............................................3.50
82
 VF, NH..........................................17.00
O1-6
 F-VF, light cancel, scarce used.....22.00
R7

Description....................................................... Price

 VG-F, NH...................................... $1.50
 VF, HR.......................................... 12.00
 VF-XF, disturbed gum.................. 25.00
 F-VF, NH...................................... 22.00
 VF, light cancel, scarce used......... 17.00
 VF, part gum, offset on back......... 10.00
 F-VF, LH..................................... 130.00
 VF, LH.......................................... 20.00
 F-VF, LH....................................... 40.00
 VF, light target to one side.............. 2.00
 XF, NH............................................ 3.00
 F-VF, NH, 2 short perfs.................. 8.00
 VF-XF, some staining on back..... 12.00
 VF, part OG..................................... 6.00
 F-VF, HR.................................... 180.00
 F, hinged, part gum......................... 5.00
 F, LH............................................. 14.00
 F, no gum...................................... 30.00
 F-VF, very light town cancel...... 155.00
 F, no gum, 3 good margins,
4th touches design....................... 125.00
 VG-F, 4-ring cancel, rounded......... 1.50
 VF-XF, no gum............................... 4.00
 VF, partial town cancel................... 1.50
 XF, NH............................................ 5.00
 XF, NH, a gem!............................. 15.00
 XF, NH.......................................... 16.00
 F, 2 short perfs................................ 3.00
 S, NH............................................ 25.00
 XF-S, corner cancel...................... 17.00
 XF, NH.......................................... 40.00
 VF, NH.......................................... 20.00
 XF, NH............................................ 3.50
 XF, NH............................................ 3.50
 VF, NH.......................................... 15.00
 CTO, complete set........................ 90.00
 F-VF, NH...................................... 20.00

Abbreviations: VG = pretty much off center with margins on two sides; F = imperfs have smaller than normal margins and perforate are off center with design possibly
touching in places; F-VF = close on one side with other margins pretty equal; VF = normal size margins for the issue and well-centered with design a bit closer to one side;
XF = exceptionally well centered for the issue; S = perfectly centered; OG = original gum; HR = hinge remnant; CTO = canceled to order; = unused;  = used.

Many items one of a kind. Please provide alternates!

FREE HAWAII PRICE LIST!

The above are just a few items from my free 46-page comprehensive price list of Hawaii that is yours for the asking. It lists
stamps, officials, revenues, proofs, stationery, postal cards and covers. In addition, two pages provide quantities issued.
Minimum order $25. Please add $2.00 shipping on orders less than $100. Take a 10% discount on filled orders of $100
or more. I accept checks or money orders only! If I don’t know you, personal checks must clear before orders ship.

Warren H. Crain

P.O. Box 5954
San Antonio, Texas 78201-5954
Phone (210) 344-0303

2007 Greater Houston
Stamp Show
61st Annual Exhibition
of the Houston Philatelic Society

SEPTEMBER 14-16, 2007
Humble Civic Center
8233 Will Clayton Parkway
Humble, Texas

(Exit U.S. Highway 59 at Will Clayton Parkway and go East)
Friday and Saturday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

F 1200 Pages of Exhibits F
F 33-Dealer Bourse
F
F Beginners’ Booth
F
F Prize Drawings
F
F Sam Houston
F
Philatelics Auction		

Barbecue Awards Dinner
USPS Sales Counter
Special Cancellation
Cacheted Cover
TPA and other Philatelic
Society Meetings

For an exhibits prospectus or other information, write to Greater Houston
Stamp Show, P.O. Box 690042, Houston, TX 77269-0042 or visit the official
website www.houstonstampclub.org.
Accommodations near the Humble Civic Center include: Hampton Inn, 20515
N. U.S. Highway 59; Fairfield Inn, 20525 N. U.S. Highway 59; Country Inn &
Suites, 20611 N. U.S. Highway 59; Econo Lodge, 9821 FM 1960 (at N. U.S.
Highway 59), Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites, 7014 Will Clayton Parkway;
Best Western Intercontinental Airport Inn, 7114 Will Clayton Parkway; Best Value
Inn, 14020 Homestead Road (at N. U.S. Highway 59); and Scottish Inns & Suites,
14835 N. U.S. Highway 59. Contact individual hotels for reservations.

Sponsored by the Houston Philatelic Society
P.O. Box 690042, Houston, TX 77269-0452

