Park Cities Stamps
Byron Sandfield

64405 North Central Expressway, Suite 316
Dallas, Texas 75206
e-mail: byron@mailtlc.com
For Appointment: (214) 361-4322

Quality Postal History

Sugarland, TX with Matagorda DPO cancel to New Orleans
folded stampless letter posted December 18, 1849.Amerga — $375.00

Also, well-stocked in U.S., Classics, Revenues and Locals
Please visit my table at this upcoming show:
Greater Houston Stamp Show 2008
Humble Convention Center
Humble, Texas, Sept. 19-21, 2008
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president’s message
Challenge for TPA is to keep up the momentum
By Arthur P. von Reyn
Considering the fact that compliments are usually few and far between, we nonetheless received quite a few favorable comments during the recent dues collection period, all
expressing satisfaction with efforts to make the TPA more relevant to your collecting needs.
Obviously, we can ‘t please everyone, as indicated by the number of collectors who have
just been “dropped for non-payment of dues.” Our “normal” annual attrition rate is around 10
percent of the membership, but I wouldn’t be surprised if at least a few individuals jumped
ship because our discounted annual dues amount happens to match the dues increase the
American Philatelic Society decided to implement for 2008. The major challenge for the TPA
is to keep up the momentum of the past two years and make up for these defections.
I want to thank all of our members for the support given to date, be it taking an active
role in the operation of the Association, assisting financially with donations, participating in
the activities we offer, or, if nothing else, just renewing your membership.
ELIMINATE THE ANNUAL DUES ORDEAL WITH A LIFE MEMBERSHIP
To eliminate the annual dues ordeal, consider a life membership in the TPA. The current
fee is a very modest $160, less than many of us spend in one outing to a stamp dealer.
The extremely low interest rate currently being paid on funds in our money market accounts will no doubt necessitate an increase in the fee very soon; implementation of a sliding
scale based on age will be considered at a board of directors meeting in September. Now’s
the time to take advantage of the current fee before it’s too late.
THE 2008-09 DIRECTORY NOW IN PRODUCTION
The 2008-2009 Membership Directory should arrive in members’ mailboxes in June. Owing to the time necessary to collect dues this year, production was postponed until enough
data was received. Please note that only members who requested a listing in the directory
will receive a copy.
MORE JOURNAL PUBLICATION FUND DONATIONS RECEIVED
Donations to the Journal Publication Fund are closing in on $3,000, which includes a $500
gift from former President William K. McDaniel and another $100 from Charles W. Deaton. I will
continue to mention donations of $100 or more in this column and would be pleased to list
you next time around. The goal remains to set aside $15,000 by the end of the year, so send
a check to our treasurer, or use your Mastercard or Visa on our website, www.texasphilatelic.
org; just click on the “JPF” logo on the home page.
THANKS TO SPECIAL INDIVIDUALS FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE!
I would be remiss in concluding without thanking some “retiring” members for their service
in recent years. Raymond E. Whyborn stepped down after three terms as second vice-president, R.M. Arndt advised us as a director for eight years, and Jay B. Stotts assumed not only
the duties of a Foundation trustee for eight years, but also of a director for four years! Finally,
as noted on the next page, Jane King Fohn has concluded 19 years of almost single-handedly conducting the Youth Holiday Cover Contest; if that isn’t dedication—need I mention
the fact she also edited this journal for 20-years?—I don’t know what is!
In Philatelic Friendship,
Arthur P. von Reyn
 The Texas Philatelist May-June 2008

Jane King Fohn retires as youth contest coordinator
By Douglas Moss
t the TPA Foundation breakfast held at
TEXPEX 2008, Jane King Fohn, the 1997
Distinguished Philatelic Texan, announced to
the board of trustees that it was time for her
to retire as coordinator of the Youth Holiday
Stamp Design Contest, an annual event she
initiated back in 1989 in order to help youngsters experience stamp collecting.
Jane is the immediate past president of the
TPA and her contributions to the TPA over
the years have been numerous. Most notably,
she edited The Texas Philatelist for 20 years;
her stewardship of the Youth Holiday Cover
Contest ran for almost as long—19 years.
Thousands of children have participated in
the event, which was first known as the TPA
Christmas Cover Contest. Over the years, the
contest evolved to become more inclusive of
other faiths, and more recently, the name was
changed to more accurately reflect the chal-

A

lenge issued to entrants—design a holiday
postage stamp.
Youngsters participating in the contest are
asked to design a stamp for a fall or winter
holiday, and to include the name of a country
and a denomination in the design. Prizes are
given by age group and all children who enter
receive a packet of stamps for their collection.
The winners are recognized in a feature article
in the November/December issue of The Texas
Philatelist.
The contest has brought the TPA much
publicity and good-will, with more than 400
entrants in recent years. It is likely that some
of the children who enter the contest will, at
some point, become serious collectors.
In the absence of Jane’s personal dedication
to this contest, foundation trustees expressed
the hope that one or more TPA chapters would
volunteer to help run it in the future years; it
is an ideal group project.
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your letters
Readers laud Texas Refinery first day article
I always look forward to getting my
copy of The Texas Philatelist. I enjoy the
articles and find something new to add to
my knowledge. The article you just had on
Texas Refinery covers was really interesting. I
am not a cover collector myself, but do have
a lot of first day covers.
I read in the editor’s notes section about
needing articles for our magazine. I sat down
and wrote about how I became an avid
stamp collector. I am not be able to attend
TEXPEX this year, so I thought I would just
e-mail the article I wrote to you. I don’t know
if you can use it or not (Yes, we can use your
article Elizabeth, see page 18—the Editor).
Keep up the good work!
Elizabeth J. York (4720)
Magnolia, TX
The March-April 2008 issue arrived today.
The article regarding The Texas Refinery first
day covers made the issue fun to read.
Thank You!
Charles Jinks (L-114)
Dallas, TX

Program volunteer at TEXPEX
appreciated
Thanks to Peter Elias for stepping up to
bring a program to TEXPEX. I have always
admired his columns in the philatelic press
and have learned much from him over the
years. I’m looking forward to seeing the
”History of Audi” through the stamps he has
assembled.
Congratulations to all officers who were
re-elected. Special congratulations to Tom
Koch who replaces me as second vice president. I can’t think of anyone more qualified
for the position than the very hard-working
and dedicated Tom.
The TPA and the Foundation are both
 The Texas Philatelist May-June 2008

staffed with some of the finest individuals
in the philatelic community. I miss being a
part of the board because of health issues,
but I’m sure proud to be a member of such
a fine organization. I hope to see all of you
at TEXPEX.
Raymond E. Whyborn (4215)
Seymour, TX

Article solves record problem
Re: Article by Patrizia Nava on TPA archives at UTD in the March/April issue of The
Texas Philatelist:
I’m sure the San Antonio Philatelic Association is not the only stamp club in Texas
that suffers from the question, “what do we
do with our records?” Our club had a couple
of file storage boxes of material going back
about 50 years. This material was kept by
various people through the years in garages,
church back rooms, and God knows where
else.
The article motivated me to contact the
Wineburgh Library, and they were happy to
take our archives and give them a decent,
permanent, home. As club historian, I am
now keeping about four years’ records and
some other specific items like our last show,
just to keep them handy. I’m planning on
sending material on a regular basis to the
library.
I urge other Texas clubs to consider our
experience and contact the Wineburgh
Library. You probably have material that
should be preserved “for the record” of Texas
philately.
Manfred Groth (4347)
San Antonio, TX
(Letters may be sent to TP Editor, 305 Saint
Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830, e-mail
tpeditor@sbcglobal.net. Submissions may be
edited for length and clarity.)

editor’s notes
Great volunteer opportunities are available
By Douglas Moss
For those of you who are inclined to volunteer, three great opportunities have arisen,
none of which involves writing articles for this journal!
The first relates to the Youth Holiday Stamp Design Contest. As you may have already
read on page 3, Jane King Fohn has decided it is time for someone else to take over this very
important activity of the TPA, which she has conducted for 19 years. This contest not only
gives your Association a chance to reach out to young collectors, but also generates some
great publicity for us. It would be ideal if one or more of our chapters agreed to take over
the contest, as many hands will make the task easy. The TPA will assist with publicity, and
funding has already been approved for 2008, so bring the topic up at the next stamp club
meeting after you read this, and send your proposal to me.
Another chance to help the TPA is to assist in creating an index for past issues of The Texas
Philatelist. I have completed one for all the 2006 issues; it can serve as a template for other
years. Many important articles have been published in this journal over the years; an index
would make the journal a valuable resource for research. Pick a year—or decade—and I will
send you the journals needed to work on this project.
The third volunteer opportunity is to help staff the TPA society table during the entire
three-day run of the Ameristamp Expo 2009, to be held February 19-21 in Arlington, Texas.
This is an important member recruitment tool, and a vacant table does us little good. To sign
up, contact President Arthur von Reyn, e-mail apvr@texasphilatelic.org.
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Become a LIFE MEMBER of the

Texas Philatelic
Association
• Eliminate annual dues
collection hassle
• Support the TPA for many
years to come
• Easy credit card payment
plan available

Still only $160.00 for a limited time*
*Rate increase will be considered at next TPA board of directors meeting.



LIFE MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT REQUEST FORM

I am currently a member of the Texas Philatelic Association and request that my status be converted to
a life membership. I am remitting payment as indicated below. (Prospective new members must use a
membership application form, available at www.texasphilatelic.org, or by mail at the address below.)

If charging, write name and billing address as it appears on cardholder account.
Name

Phone

Address
City

State

 Check

ZIP

 Mastercard or Visa #
Expiration Date

•

Verification Code*

*

Last three digits of seven
numbers in card signature
block.

Cardholder Signature

Easy Credit Card Payment Option


Beginning upon receipt, please bill my card in four quarterly installments of $40.00.

SEND TO: Lyle Boardman, TPA Treasurer, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739

Three new faces now among TPA leadership
By Arthur P. von Reyn
hree new faces join some familiar ones
in leadership roles of the Texas Philatelic
Association and the TPA Foundation. Thomas
M. Koch of Dallas is the new TPA second-vice
president, and Robert I. Benner of Richardson
and William L. Strauss of Big Lake are now
on the TPA board of directors. Strauss is also
a new TPA Foundation trustee.
Lyle Boardman, chairman of the credentials committee, announced the election results
during the TPA annual meeting held April 12
during TEXPEX 2008 in Dallas.
Beginning with their installation during
the annual meeting, the officers serve two-year
terms; the TPA board and TPA trustee terms
are four years.
Reelected to TPA leadership positions
are President Arthur P. von Reyn, First Vice
President Douglas C. Moss, Secretary Carol
G. Arndt, Treasurer Lyle C. Boardman, and
Director Dr. James Berryhill. On the TPA
Foundation board of trustees, Norman Alan
Cohen receives another term.
Individuals continuing to perform duties
in four-year staggered terms until 2010 are
directors Peter C. Elias, Denise Stotts and
George I. Woodburn, and TPA Foundation
trustees R. M. Arndt and Jeffrey Switt. Past
president Jane King Fohn serves in an ex-officio status on the board of directors.
Retiring from service are: First Vice President Raymond E. Whyborn, TPA Director

T

CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE REPORT
Texas Philatelic Association
Office
Candidate
Votes
President........................ Arthur P. von Reyn.................246
1st Vice President....... Douglas C. Moss.....................246
2nd Vice President...... Thomas M. Koch.....................244
William J. Horst............................1
George I. Woodburn..................1
Secretary........................ Carol G. Arndt.........................246
Treasurer........................ Lyle C. Boardman...................247
Director.......................... Robert I. Benner.....................246
Dr. James Berryhill.................246
William L. Strauss...................247
Texas Philatelic Association Foundation
Trustee............................ Norman Alan Cohen.............245
William L. Strauss................... 247
Balloting Summary
Response
Number Percent
Valid ballots submitted............................ 247......... 45.4%
Blank Ballots....................................................11............2.0%
No Ballot with Dues Notice..................... 113......... 20.8%
Paid with Mastercard/Visa (did not........... 6............1.1%
vote)
No Response at All (dues already......... 167......... 30.7%
paid, life membership, dues not
paid before balloting deadline)
Totals
544 100.0%

R.M. Arndt, and TPA Director and TPA
Foundation Trustee Jay B. Stotts.
The officers and directors of the TPA and
the trustees of the TPA Foundation gather
twice annually at TEXPEX and the Greater
Houston Stamp Show. All meetings are open
to the membership.

HAVE MORE FUN! COLLECT PRECANCELS!

TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB
Come to our next meeting:
Friday and Saturday, October 10-11, 2008
Country Inn & Suites, 2200 Mercado Dr.
Fort Worth, Texas
For more information: John C. Foster
retsof@austin.rr.com or call (512) 346-8253
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More than Japanese detained in U.S. during WWII
By Douglas Moss
ost Americans are now familiar with
the treatment of Japanese-American
citizens and Japanese resident aliens by the
United States government during World War
II. Internment camps, or “relocation centers”
as they were called, were built; between
110,000 and 120,000 American citizens and
nationals of Japanese descent were evacuated
from the West Coast and detained in them for
the duration of the war.
In 1988, the U.S. Congress passed legislation that provided an apology to the JapaneseAmerican citizens, and paid them reparations
of $20,000 each.
The War Relocation Authority (WRA)
was placed in charge of administering 10
internment camps that housed the JapaneseAmerican citizens and Japanese resident aliens.
These facilities were located in Arkansas,
Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Utah

M
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and Wyoming.
Less well known is the fact there existed
other individuals the federal government
deemed “enemy aliens,” and who were also
moved into internment camps. Twenty of
these type facilities were opened around the
nation, all run by the Department of Justice,
through its Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS). While an estimated two-thirds
of those in the WRA camps were American
citizens of Japanese descent, the INS “guests”
were seldom American citizens. Instead, they
were other individuals deemed to have strong
ties to the Axis nations.
There were three INS camps in Texas, at
Seagoville in Dallas County, at Kenedy in
Karnes County, and at Crystal City in Zavala
County. These camps housed almost 7,500 internees at their peak, including Japanese aliens
and Japanese-Americans arrested in other parts
of the nation, Axis sailors who happened to

The largest of the three
alien internment camps
located in Texas (also shown
on the cover of this journal)
was the one at Crystal City
in Zavala County. By the end
of World War II, almost 3,400
internees were housed at
the facility. The view is
looking east, with the main
entrance to the camp and
administration building at
bottom; a circular swimming pool is at upper left
and a hospital complex at
lower right. The dark rectangle to the right of the pool is
the camp’s citrus orchard.
The Federal High School is
the “E” at center right and
the smaller “E” in center is
the Japanese Market. The
German section is at the
lower left and the L-shaped
building is German School.
(Photo courtesy of UT Institute of Texan Cultures at San
Antonio, 098-0953. Loaned
by Betty Fly.)

be in American ports at the time of Pearl Harbor, and most interestingly,
around 3,000 individuals who were among many more thousands of Germans, Japanese and Italians who were detained and deported by 12 Latin
American countries at the request of the U.S. government.
Eighty percent of these detainees from Latin American were from
Peru and 70 percent of those were Japanese. Some were citizens of those
countries, others were resident aliens. The rationale for moving them to
the United States was two-fold. It was thought they might aid the Axis
war effort if left alone. And sometime in the future, they could be used as
bargaining chips for future exchanges of Allied prisoners.
The camp in Seagoville, in southeast Dallas County, was originally
built as a womens’ minimum security prison, having a college campus
type setting, with colonial style brick buildings. Seagoville had a hospital,
dormitories and a recreation area. During the war it held detainees from
Latin America and married couples without children from the U.S. The
largest internee population was 647 before it was closed July of 1945.
The Kenedy Alien Detention Center in Karnes County opened April 21,
1942 with 456 Germans, 156 Japanese and 17 Italians. Living at Kenedy
was a much more difficult experience compared to that in the Seagoville
camp. During its period of operation, more than 3,500 individuals were
detained in the 22-acre facility. The Japanese detainees ran a vegetable farm
and the German detainees operated a slaughterhouse. The camp was taken
over by the U.S. Army in October 1, 1944, and used to house German
prisoners of war. The internees were transferred to other locations across

Proof that Japanese-Americans and Japanese nations were not the only ones who wound up in American
internment camps during World War II exists in the correspondence of internees from other countries,
such as Walther Emmel, who was deported from Peru to the United States. This postal card, which is addressed to Emmel’s uncle in Peru, (Scott UX27) is additionally franked with a 30-cent Prexie (Scott 830)
for the registered airmail rate. The postcard’s message appears on the next page.
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the United States.
The third Texas interment camp, a former
migratory worker camp built during the Great
Depression by the Farm Security Administration at Crystal City, was physically the largest
of the three in Texas, housing 3,386 Germans,
Italians and Japanese by May, 1945. There was
a “family” atmosphere, but living facilities were
segregated between German and Japanese
internees. The camp was so large, there were
four different schools providing instruction in
both English and foreign languages, religious
services in different languages, Japanese and
German general stores, detainee currency, and

at one time, 32 softball teams. It functioned
much like a small town, albeit surrounded by
barbed wire and 10-foot high control towers with flood lights. This was the last of the
30 interment camps around the nation to
close, staying in operation until November,
1947, when the few remaining detainess
were transferred to Ellis Island in New York
for deportation. A monument placed at the
site only mentions the Japanese and JapaneseAmericans internees who stayed there.
Evidence the camps existed is disappearing; many buildings were torn down or sold
off decades ago. But clues as to the World War
II policy of interning nationalities other
than Japanese can be found in surviving
correspondence, such as that of Walther
Emmel, detainee #2167.
Emmel was a German national living
in Peru when he was rounded up with
other enemy suspected aliens from Latin
America. And, like most of an estimated
4,050 other Germans arrested south
of the border at the urging of the U.S.
government, he wound up in a dark boat
hold destined for the United States. His
internment began at the Kenedy, Texas,
Alien Detention Center.
Illustrated on the previous page is a
postal card written by Emmel to a Horst
Emmel in Peru. A 30-cent President
Theodore Roosevelt stamp was added for
the airmail rate from the United States to
Arequipa, Peru, a city located high in the
southern mountains and today the second
largest city in the country. There are two
censor stamps on the postcard with the
one on the back identifying the mail as
“Detained Enemy Alien Mail” examined
by the U.S. Immigration and Nationalization Service. The postcard is addressed to
a Señor Horst Emmel, who was Walther’s
uncle, and owned a department store in
Arequipa. Although the addressee is the
Although the postal card on the previous page was ad- uncle, the message was to a child. The
dressed to an adult, the message with written to a child. text, written in German as noted on the
Note the censor handstamp in red-violet.
front of the postcard, reads:
10 The Texas Philatelist May-June 2008

Men are seated around a table in the beer garden of the internment camp at Crystal City. They were
allowed to purchase a beer a day, although the number of bottles on the table indicates there might
have been exceptions. It is likely the detainee mentioned in this article frequented the facility once he
was transferred from the internment camp in Kenedy, in late 1944. The picture was taken in the 194345 period, so there’s a miniscule chance he might even be portrayed (Photo courtesy of UT Institute of
Texan Cultures at San Antonio, 098-1020. Loaned by Betty Fly.)

My dear Geguli, by now you will probably
have received all of my letters, which I wrote
to you in the first days. Tell me then, what you
now have to learn in school, since, after the long
holiday you had, you will probably have forgotten a lot. Mommy will no doubt have helped you
catch up quickly. Write me later about Fifi and
your other little animals. Since you’re big by now,
you’re surely helping Mommy and always putting
away your toys by yourself.
Many regards to everyone, and for you and
Mommy, many fond kisses from your Daddy.
It appears that Emmel may have already
been away from his family for quite a long
time. The date of the correspondence is April
15, 1944. If he had been with the first group
of detainees that arrived, he would have been

incarcerated almost two years in Kenedy by
the time he sent this postcard.
A second cover, shown on the next page,
could be a reply to the postal card. The sender
is an Elsbeth Emmel, who is perhaps the
mother of the Geguli referenced in the postcard. This cover was also censored and has a
censor tape and handstamp on the left side of
the envelope. The smudged Peruvian postmark
cancelling the two Peruvian stamps indicates
it was mailed in May of 1944. On the reverse
of the cover are back stamps showing that it
arrived in Miami on June 8, 1944. It was forwarded to New York City for processing at the
censoring station there. Finally, this registered
letter made its way to the “Alien Detention
Camp” in Kenedy on June 17, 1944.
The Texas Philatelist May-June 2008 11

This letter could be a response to the postcard shown previously. The sender is Elsbeth Emmel, perhaps
the wife of the recipient, Walther Emmel, who at the time was detained in an interment camp at Kenedy,
Texas, after being deported from Peru. This letter is registered, and both tape and a handstamp indicate
it was censored. It is franked with two Peruvian stamps (Scott C49 and C58) issued in 1938. On the back
are handstamps documenting the journey from Peru to Miami, then to New York City and finally, from
New York City to Kenedy, Texas, The letter did not travel directly from Miami to Texas. Instead, it took a
detour to a censoring station in New York City, one that was responsible for inspecting mail to and from
prisoners of war and internees.
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By the time this letter reached Texas from Germany, the U.S. Army had taken over the internment camp
at Kenedy for the purpose of incarcerating prisoners of war. The intended recipient, Walther Emmel, had
been moved to a facility at Crystal City, one of the two other internment camps in Texas operated by the
Immigration and Naturalization Service of the Department of Justice.

The final cover, one that documents
the second part of Walther Emmel’s stay in
Texas, is a letter from Germany. Although it
is addressed to Emmel at the Kenedy “Alien
Detention Station,” where the writer believed
Emmel was still interned, by that time the U.S.
Army had taken over the Kenedy camp to use
for housing prisoners of war. Internees there
were dispersed to other locations; “Kenedy
(Texas)” was crossed out and Crystal City,
Texas scribbled in.
The really interesting information on this
cover from Germany are the various notations,
abbreviations and handstamps. At the top
of the cover, written in pencil in German, is
Kriegsgefangener, meaning “prisoner of war.”
The postmark, from Uchte, Germany, appears
to be dated August 24, 1944, and the Kenedy,
Texas, receiving handstamp is 61 days later,
October 24, 1944. In the upper right corner,
where there would normally be a stamp, are

three lines written in ink. The first line reads
“Taxe per Eilb 40 Rpf ” an abbreviation for
Taxe per Eilboten 40 Reichspfennige, meaning
“Express Rate, 40 Reichs pennies.” An interpretation of the other two lines is needed, perhaps a reader can share that information. On
the left side of the cover’s front is the German
censor tape; the American is at right.
The return address on the backside reads
“G.G. Uchte Kreis Nienburg/Weser.” The
G.G. is short for Gesamtgemeinde which translates into “collective community of.” Kreis is
short for Landkreis, or “district.” The final two
words are the name of the compound in the
community. The cover was censored twice,
once in Berlin, Germany, where a Wehrmacht
letter opening station operated, as indicated by
the lower case “b” on the German censor tape,
and then when it entered the United States.
The letter was routed from Berlin to Finland,
then by airmail to South America, and finally,
The Texas Philatelist May-June 2008 13

“...May it serve as a constant reminder of
our past so that Americans in the future
will never again be denied their constitutional rights and may the remembrance
of that experience serve to advance the
evolution of the human spirit...” — From a
plaque at the site of Poston War Relocation Center
in Arzona.

to the United States.
Unfortunately, there is no enclosure to go
along with this cover. Perhaps the author was
telling Emmel how things were back home in
Germany. Maybe a relative had died in the
fighting. Since it was censored twice, probably
little information got through that gave any
hint to what life was really like in wartime
Germany in late 1944.
These three pieces tell a little-known story
of World War II internment camps in Texas.
This writer does not attempt to pass judgment
on a detainee policy that would be very questionable in peacetime, but rather to document
how the study of the postal history can shed
light on events of times past. The writer’s hope
is that Walther Emmel was able to reunite with
his family and go on with his life.
NOTE: Thanks to Kevin Smith of the
German Department at the Richardson High
School in Richardson, Texas, for translating the
message on the postcard to Peru and interpreting

the notations and markings on the cover from
Germany. Personal information about Walther
Emmel was provided by the anonymous owner
of the covers.
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1. Freedom of Information Times, s.v. “WWII Violations of German American Civil Liberties by the U.S.
Government” <http://www.foitimes.com/internment/
gasummary.htm> (accessed 04/25/08).
2. Handbook of Texas Online, s.v. “First internees arrive at Kenedy Alien Detention Camp” <http://www.
tshaonline.org/daybyday/04-21-003.html> (accessed
04/05/2008).
3. Handbook of Texas Online, s.v. “World War
II Internment Camps” <http://www.tshaonline.
org/handbook/online/articles/WW/quwby.html>
(accessed 03/31/2008).
4. The National Archives s.v. “Return to Sender:
U.S. Censorship of Enemy Alien Mail in World
War II” <http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2001/spring/mail-censorship-in-world-wartwo-1.html> (accessed 04/25/2008).
5. National Parks Service History and Culture, s.v.
“Confinement and Ethnicity: An overview of JapaneseAmerican relocation sites” <http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/anthropology74/ce17d.
htm> (accessed 04/08/2008).
6. Pacific Citizen, s.v. “Telling the whole story of
World War II Internment” <http://www.pacificcitizen.
org/content/2007/national/june1-lin-german.htm>
(accessed 04/02/2008).
7. Postal Censorship, s.v. “Censored and Military
Postal History,” <http://www.postalcensorship.com/
home.html> (accessed 04/16/2008).
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Enjoy these benefits:
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• Philatelic mentoring
• Semi-annual meetings in Dallas
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Dues are just $18.00 annually.

14 The Texas Philatelist May-June 2008

For further information and a membership application, write to:

Lyle Boardman
3916 Wyldwood Dr.
Austin, TX 78739-3005

TPA Financial Statements (Unaudited)
TEXAS PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION
Statement of Activities

For the Year Ended:

2007

Revenue and Support
Membership Dues
Texas Philatelist Ads
Interest
Gifts
Publication Fund
Other Income
		 Total Revenue and Support

For the Year Ended:
$5,286.50
$6,637.00
404.50
1,114.85
404.88	370.42
890.71	337.61
1,072.00
0.00
0.00
10.00
$8,058.59
$8,469.88

		 Total Expenses
			 Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets

$7,539.03

$7,401.30

$519.56

$1,068.58

TEXAS PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION
Statement of Net Assets

12/312007 12/31/2006

Assets
Cash & Equivalents

$20,127.93	 $19,608.37

		 Total Assets

$20,127.93

$19,608.37

Liabilities

$0.00

$0.00

		 Total Liabilities

$0.00

$0.00

Net Assets
Unrestricted
Life Memberships
Journal Publication Fund

$9,935.93
9,120.00
1,072.00

$10,488.37
9,120.00
0.00

		 Total Net Assets

$20,127.93

$19,608.37

		 Total Liabilities and
			 Net Assets

$20,127.93

$19,608.37

TEXAS PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION
Statement of Cash Flows

As of:

12/31/2007 12/31/2006

Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets

$519.56

$1,068.58

Adjustments to reconcile change
in net assets to net cash

0.00

0.00

519.56

1,068.58

		 Net Increase (Decrease) in cash
		 and cash equivalents
Beginning Cash & Cash Equivalents
Ending Cash & Cash Equivalents

Statement of Activities

2006

Expenses
Archive Maintenance
$0.00
$26.78
Auction
44.16
0.00
Board of Directors
92.20
108.25
Credit Card Fees
19.45
0.00
Directory Publication
169.73	
552.20
Dues Collections
24.89
62.36
Journal Editor
28.55
51.97
New Member Recruiting
1,788.95
2,289.08
Prepare Texas Philatelist	3,701.71	3,285.19
Secretary
0.00
134.46
Texas Philatelist Postage
1,664.39
789.12
Treasurer
0.00
0.00
Miscellaneous
5.00
101.89

As of:

TEXAS PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION
FOUNDATION

19,608.37

18,539.79

$20,127.93

$19,608.37

Revenue and Support
Donations
Interest
Dividends
		 Total Revenue and Support

2007

2006

$1,642.59
453.74
216.00
$2,312.33

$2,747.40
415.75
210.00
$3,373.15

Expenses
Support for TEXPEX
$1,000.00
$1,000.00
Donations
500.00
500.00
Awards
50.00
50.00
TEXPEX Awards	326.70	386.92
Website Rental
119.50
115.40
TPA Xmas Cover Contest
710.36
227.05
Treasurer
5.00
0.00
		 Total Expenses

$2,711.56

			 Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets ($399.23)

$2,279.37
$1,093.78

TEXAS PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION
FOUNDATION
Statement of Net Assets

As of:

12/31/2007 12/31/2006

Assets
		 Cash & Equivalents

$19,393.78

$19,793.01

		 Total Assets

$19,393.78

$19,793.01

Liabilities

0.00

0.00

		 Total Liabilities

0.00

0.00

Net Assets

$19,393.78

$19,793.01

		 Total Liabilities and
			 Net Assets

$19,393.78

$19,793.01

TEXAS PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION
Statement of Cash Flows

As of:

12/31/2007 12/31/2006

Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets
Adjustments to reconcile change
in net assets to net cash

($399.23)
0.00

		 Net Increase (Decrease) in cash
		 and cash equivalents

(399.23)

$1,093.78
0.00
1,093.78

Beginning Cash & Cash Equivalents

19,793.01

18,699.23

Ending Cash & Cash Equivalents

$19,393.78

$19,793.01

NOTE: The TPA and TPA Foundation use the cash basis of
accounting for financial reporting. Revenues are recorded
when payments are received and expenses recorded when
paid. This is a comprehensive basis of accounting other
than generally accepted accounting principles.

Submitted by
Lyle Boardman,
Treasurer
April 12, 1008
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Norman A. Cohen - Distinguished Philatelic Texan
By Charles Deaton
he Distinguished Philatelic Texan Award, the
most prestigious award given by the Texas
Philatelic Association, was presented to Norman
Alan Cohen at the TEXPEX awards banquet held
on April 12, 2008 in Dallas.
The honorees are chosen by a vote of previous recipients of the award, and are expected to
have excelled in several different areas of philatelic
leadership, including service to the TPA, active
participation in organized philately at the local, state
and national level, excellence of scholarship and
research in Texas philately and postal history, and
recognition by other philatelic organizations. Most
have been active in exhibiting their collections, and
in sharing the fun of philately with both collectors
and non-collectors.
Norman Cohen has been very active in organized philately, cofounding the Collectors Club
of Dallas, and serving as its first president from
Norman Alan Cohen
1975-1990. He also was the co-founder, in
1983, of the Nimitz Chapter of the United out-of-the-way countries during his family
Ship Cancellation Society in Dallas. He co- vacations.
chaired the 1984 national convention of the
Recently, he published The Postal History
American Philatelic Society, which was held in of the Powell Brothers, a monograph on covers
Dallas, and chaired the Texas Sesquicentennial to and from the Powell Brothers of PennsylPhilatelic Advisory Board from 1980-1986, vania, who were internationally-known and
helping with the design of the 1986 Texas Ses- highly-respected breeders of farm livestock
quicentennial stamp and the 50-cent Admiral in the 1880-1910 period. This work weaves
Nimitz stamp.
together an understanding and appreciation of
He currently serves on the Texas Philatelic American culture, industry, husbandry, busiAssociation Foundation board of trustees and ness, and commerce, and tells this fascinating
is a past member of the TPA board of direc- story through covers and postal history. This
tors. He has been, or remains active in other booklet will likely become a greatly influential
groups as well, notably the Texas Postal His- work in the near future, providing an ideal
tory Society, the Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic example of how collectors can best share with
Society and the Society of Israel Philatelists, the world what they have discovered in their
where he chaired a Life Membership Drive respective collecting fields, particularly as it
that helped bring financial stability to that relates to local and regional postal history.
organization.
In recent years, he has become somewhat
He has also written articles for the jour- of a leading philatelic printer, bringing full,
nals and publications of most of these orga- glorious color, printed on thick, glossy paper,
nizations, frequently about his attempts to to the journals of both the Texas Philatelic Asfind stamps in remote post offices in small, sociation and the Texas Postal History Society.

T
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His substantial underwriting of the printing
cost, and providing many hundreds of extra
copies for promotional mailings, has helped
increase the membership of the TPA by over
25 percent in the past two years.
Other philatelic organizations benefiting from his printing experience include the
Federation of New York Philatelic Societies,
whose journal Stamp Insider is now in full
color, and the United Ship Cancellation Society. He frequently receives inquiries about
publishing other journals as more philatelists
around the country see the wonderful product
his company produces.
Norman began his philatelic career in the
1940s at the urging of a grade school teacher
and at the encouragement of his father; he
became so interested that he wrote a stamp
column for his school newspaper.
Among his collecting interests have been
Israel, Palestine Mandate, Zeppelin covers and
stamps, U.S. airmail covers and stamps, A.C.
Roessler covers, Texas Centennial and Ses-

quicentennial covers, Portugal, Crete, U.S.S.
Texas covers, Scott #210—the 2-cent red
brown stamp of 1880’s—and Powell Brothers covers and postal history. He prefers the
challenge of building collections rather than
owning them, and many of his collections
have been passed into others’ hands.
Fifteen TPA members who have previously received the honor are alive, and ten
of them were present at the TEXPEX awards
banquet.
Past recipients present to greet the latest
honoree were William McDaniel (1991), Jim
Stever (1993), Jane King Fohn (1997), Jay
Stotts (1999), Barbara Stever (2000), Lyle
Boardman (2002), Denise Stotts (2004),
Charles Deaton (2005), Patrick J. Ryan, Sr.
(2006), and Thomas Koch (2007). Those not
able to attend were F. Christman, Jr. (1978),
Warren Crain (1980), Nonie Green (1983),
Lee C. Scamp (1986), James W. Bowman
(1992), Romaine Flanagin (1998), and Robert
J. Joyce (2003).
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Stamps: a doctor’s prescription for recovery
By Elizabeth York
n January 1, 1991 I was diagnosed with
two brain aneurysms. Since they were so
close together, the doctors could not operate
on both at the same time.
They ended up having to do two separate
surgeries. The doctors told my husband, Yogi,
that the brain was very forgiving with one
operation, but having two surgeries on the
same side, they could not guarantee that I
would still be able to walk, to talk, to dress, or
to feed myself. Even if there were no physical
problems, they could not tell him if I would
even remember him, myself, or my life before
the operations.
Once the second operation was over, and
I was able to come home with no apparent
physical problems, the doctors told Yogi “to
get her brain occupied in some way. Get her
involved into something to get her to use her
brain.”
As it turned out, Yogi moved us to a new
city. He had put everything but the essentials
in storage. Each day he would bring home two
or three boxes for me to put away. I didn’t seem
know where a dish, a sheet, a notebook, or anything else went. Sometimes it would take what
seemed like hours before I would get them in
the right place. The next
day I would have to do it
again and again.
One day I opened a
box and found inside a
smaller box. Upon opening the smaller one, I was
holding some sort of album. I asked Yogi what this
was and he answered that
it was my old stamp album
from the 1960s. “Don’t you
remember them?” he asked.
“No,” I answered. “What are
stamps?”
He then took the time
to show and tell me about

O
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how they are used on letters and postcards.
He then pointed out in the album the stamps
I had, and places where I needed to add some.
“Would you like to collect stamps again?” he
asked. “Yeah,” I said, “I might like that.” He
immediately said, “Get in the car.” and off we
went to a stamp shop in the next town.
Once at the stamp shop, he left me to
look at a box of stamps to see if I might want
any. He went off to talk to the owner. I found
some stamps that looked pretty. I picked up
some and placed them in my hand. After a
while, I looked up across the room. I saw Yogi
and the man turn and look at me. I thought
maybe I had spent too much or had too many
stamps, so I put one back. A few minutes later,
the same thing happened, and I put another
one back.
Shortly, Yogi came over to me and asked,
“Did you find any stamps you wanted?” I said,
“Yes” and showed him what I had. He said,
“Great. Put them back on top of the box.” I
did not understand. All I know is I threw a
temper tantrum right there saying “No, they
are mine!” Finally, he got me calm enough to
tell me he had bought the whole box for me
and I could take them all home!
Little did I understand at
that time that the cost of each
stamp was one cent each. I
had no idea as to the value
of money.
Anyway, the trove consisted of worldwide and
U.S. stamps, on and off
paper, with plenty of duplicates in the box. For the
next 10 months, I had to
sort by country, by duplicate, then learn to soak off
stamps. Some days, Yogi
would come home and
find every pot and pan we
owned were in use; and,
we went though a lot of

paper towels!
Finally one day, I decided I was well and
I wanted to get off all medications. The doctors agreed. They said, “You have came so far
and it looks like stamps have given you your
life back!”
I have been an avid stamp collector ever
since. Yes… Stamps and Yogi…what a combination. God has been good to me. Stamps
will always be an important part of my life
and I encourage people to try to find a way to
include collecting in theirs.
Although I now have a very nice United
States stamp collection, I always wanted an
1847 U.S. Scott Number 1. For my birthday
last year, Yogi gave me a used copy of that
five-cent Ben Franklin. It is the pride of my
collection. Yet, I am prouder of the man himself, who helped me find my way back to life
and able to live it fully.
About the Author: Elizabeth York grew
up on a farm in Missouri that had no running
water. She was the first from her family to earn a

college degree. She used her degree as an educator
for 40 years, teaching special needs children in
many states. Since her retirement, she has enjoyed
traveling with her husband, writing children’s
books, and her stamp collection.

Buckley wins 2009 Scott catalogue
George R. Buckley of Waco was the winner
of the TPA’s Scott catalogue drawing held at
TEXPEX 2008 on April 13.
The 39 entrants who registered at the TPA
table at the show were able to choose which
volume they wished to receive. Buckley, a
TPA member, selected Volume 3 of the 2009
Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue, which
will be sent to him once it becomes available
in June.
The next Scott catalogue giveaway will be
held at the Greater Houston Stamp Show in
Humble, Texas, September 19-21, 2008. Any
collector may stop by the TPA table at the
show and register.
The catalogue prize was donated by TPA
President Arthur P. von Reyn.

STAMP COLLECTIONS WANTED
I am always interested in buying collections and estates of United
States and Foreign Stamps and Covers. For larger collections, I
will visit you. I can offer many years of experience as a professional
stamp dealer in Texas (call
for a free copy of my book
Fifty Years of Texas Philately).
You will find that I treat both you
and your stamps with the respect
and courtesy you deserve.

Charles Deaton

P.O. Box 2465
Fredericksburg, TX 78624-1922
Phone (713) 927-9948
cwdeaton@aol.com

FROM JUNE-OCTOBER
Contact me on Cape Cod:
P.O. Box 2836
Orleans, MA 02653
Phone (508) 240-2683
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The APO cancel on this cover commemorates the 80th anniversary of the Panama Canal Zone and is the
largest ever prepared. General Barry McCaffery, then commander-in-chief of the U.S. Southern Command, signed the cover in the upper left hand corner.

A final philatelic goodbye to the Canal Zone
By Jeanne Flynn Stough
t was a dreamy, lovely world with few responsibilities. The Federal government ran
everything. Now we were losing the Canal
Zone and it was breaking my heart. Grandpa
helped build the Panama Canal in the early
1900s; it was our home for five generations.
We never heard of a Parent Teacher Association; we did not have to vote for anything.
But we had the best schools in the world; one
needed a master’s degree to teach first grade.
I only went to visit the U.S. mainland every
other year. Those visits were to Nana’s house
in New York, where I read the funny papers
saved for me in the basement. That done, I
was anxious to go back home to the Canal
Zone. Why stay in a place where they didn’t
even know what a mango was?
Next thing we knew it was 1979, and all
the Canal Zone was going back to the Republic of Panama. The experience was very painful;
some Zonians died. One by one they closed
our commissaries, clubhouses, and the houses
we lived in. We lost our privileges, all of our

I
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maids. The Canal Zone post office was closed,
no more Canal Zone stamps. Finally, an exhausted Canal Zone governor packed up and
left. The next year, the U.S. Army took over
and now we had to use military post offices,
using U.S. stamps and APOs. Some Zonians
even had to go to Panama’s post offices and
buy Panamanian stamps.
In the meantime, I had been evacuated to
the state of Texas and was miserable. I couldn’t
understand the English they spoke in Texas.
All I could think of was the 80th birthday of
the Panama Canal coming up on August 15,
1994. I wrote a letter to the Commander-InChief General Barry McCaffery at Quarry
Heights, US SOUTHCOM Canal Zone:
Dear Sir:
As a gesture of good will and a salute to the
builders of the Panama Canal, would it be possible
to have a special pictorial cancel put on the outgoing
mail the week of August 15, 1994? This will be the
80th birthday of the Panama Canal and plans are
underway for a large number of visitors to return to
the Isthmus for the festivities on 15 August.

I request this on behalf of the 7,000 members of
the Panama Canal Society of Florida, as well as the
Canal Zone Study Group, an organization in the
USA of approximately 1,000 professional, foremost
experts in Canal Zone philately and history of the
Isthmus and the Panama Canal, not to mention the
many descendants of the builders living both in the
USA and Panama.
Enclosure 1 is a suggested cancel which can be
made smaller and is in accordance with the Domestic
Mail Manual 164.31. The artwork was done by Dave
Young, native son, and I am a granddaughter of one
of the builders. Mary Coffey is another granddaughter.
Also enclosed are the guidelines for the special pictorial
cancel as done by the USPS of the USA. The cancelling
device (hand stamp) can be made in Panama.
We would be most grateful if this could be done
in at least one post office in the canal area, and if I
can be of further help, please let me know.
Sincerely,
Jeanne F. Stough
Canal Zone Study Group
145-F Treasure Way
San Antonio, TX 78209

He did it and called on the phone June 14,
1994 saying “good idea – will do it.” My hero,
he saved my life. A busy man and not even a
philatelist, General McCaffrey is one great guy.
He even autographed my cover.
Since then, U.S. SOUTHCOM command has moved to Miami. As for McCaffrey,
he served as drug czar under President Bill
Clinton. Currently he is an adjunct professor
at the United States Military Academy and is
a frequent commentator on military issues in
the media.
We gave a lot back to Panama, over 500
square miles of territory. It was not easy, but
today Panama is one of the best friends we have
south of the border. Knowing that, I am now
all better and enjoy being a Texan.
About the Author: Jeanne Stough is a member of the San Antonio Philatelic Association, the
Canal Zone Study Group, and the American
Philatelic Society. She was born and raised in the
Canal Zone and lived there until it was handed
over to Panama in 1979.

CLICK HERE... www/huntstamps.com
FOR NEW
STAMPS!
Currently, over 42,000
U.S. and Worldwide Sets
and Singles Await You.

1,000’s of new
stamps just added!

HUNT & CO.
10711 Burnet Road, Suite 314
Austin, TX 78758

1-800-458-5745

E-mail: info@huntstamps.com

STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS SINCE 1986
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TEXPEX 2008 weathers effects of mix-up
quistadors of Texas,” reflected the presence
of the Spanish Philatelic Society that held its
national meeting during the show.
The exhibits represented a wide variety of
topics. Of the 22 entrants in the open competition, 12 received gold medals from the APS
jury panel. There were also six single-frame
exhibits.
The show’s Grand Award winner was Dr.
Jonathan Becker, who displayed The Conquest
and British Military Administration of Palestine and (Greater) Syria: 1914-1920. Becker’s
exhibit will compete for the Champion of
Champions award at Stampshow, scheduled
for August 14-17 in Hartford, Connecticut.
The Reserve Grand Award winner was Jim
Kotanchik, for his 100 Years of United States
Official Seals.
In the Single-Frame Division, the top honor went to
Tim Bartsche, who showed
Enschedé Essays, Trials & Die
Proofs of the South African Republic (Transvaal).
The TPA was well represented among the exhibitors,
with Robert Benner, Vince
King, Arturo Martin de Nicolas, Dick Phelps, Jeffrey Switt,
and Victor Willson winning
gold medals. Other participating TPA members were Ray E.
Cartier, Peter C. Elias, James
F. Fabbre, Nonie Greene, Tom
Koch, Harold Patterson, and
David Willig.
A complete list of exhibit
award winners follows the end
of this article.
The chief judge for the
show was Kent M. Wilson of
Immediately following receipt of the 2008 Distinguished Philatelic Billings, Montana. Also serving
Texan award, Norman Alan Cohen, at right, was surprised to learn
from Charles Deaton that a “postage stamp” had been issued in on the panel were Peter K. Iber
of Peoria, Arizona, Dr. Peter P.
his honor.
By Tom Koch
s expected, attendance took a slight hit
at TEXPEX 2008, primarily due to a
scheduling mix-up on the part of the host
hotel, an error that wasn’t discovered until
last December. The result was that the annual
event had to weather the effects of the date
being advanced to April 11-13, a week earlier
than had been publicized for several years.
Despite fewer than normal participants in
the dealer’s bourse and the negative impact on
revenues, the show, which hosted the 112th
annual convention of The Texas Philatelic
Association, proved another winner for collectors, with no reduction in the quality of the
exhibitors or the activities offered.
The show theme, “Celebrating the Con-

A
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Ten past Distinguished Philatelic Texan (DPT) award winners were present at the TEXPEX awards dinner to
greet the newest, Norman Alan Cohen, second from left. From the left are Charles Deaton, Cohen, Denise
Stotts, Jay Stotts, Barbara Stever, Tom Koch, Rex “Jim” Stever, Lyle Boardman and William McDaniel. Also
present for the awards dinner, but not shown, were DPTs Jane King Fohn and Patrick Ryan, Sr.

McCann of University Park, Florida, William serving as a TPA Foundation trustee.
The Forcheimer Philatelic Literature
K. McDaniel of Angleton, Texas, and Ann M.
Award, for the best article appearing in the
Triggle of Clarence, New York.
Like last year, the TPA annual meeting was preceding year’s The Texas Philatelist, went to
followed by a special program, with member Katherine Foster for her “Precancels Add VariPeter C. Elias presenting Four Rings - The ety to Pursuit of Hobby” in the January-FebruHistory of Audi, based on his exhibit of
the same name. TPA President Arthur
P. von Reyn also used a PowerPoint presentation to cruise through the business
portion of the meeting.
During the awards dinner on Saturday evening, the accomplishments of
several TPA members were feted. Norman Alan Cohen, who has done much
for the TPA and philately in Texas over
the years, was named recipient of the
2008 Distinguished Philatelic Texan
Award (please see the article beginning
on page 16). Cohen, owner of Adventure Grahics of Dallas, the company that Vince King and Tom Koch show off copies of the quarterly
prints The Texas Philatelist, is currently Texas Postal History Society Journal.
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ary 2007 issue. The TPA President’s Award, for
best exhibit by a TPA member, went to Arturo
Martin de Nicolas for his Official Postcards of
Spain. Dick Phelps, president of the Mid-Cities Stamp Club, received the Spalding Award,
presented to the chapter recruiting the most
new members into the TPA.
The organizers dedicated the show program to former TPA president William K. McDaniel, who was presented with the TEXPEX
Service to Philately Award at the banquet.
The Youth Fun Center, operated by the
Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society, was hampered by diminished attendance, but around
20 youngsters did show up to share in the fun
of philately.
In addition to the Spanish Philatelic
Society’s national meeting, the event hosted
a semi-annual session of Texas Postal History
Society, and several national society chapters
located in the Dallas-Fort Worth area convened for special programs.
Seminars held during the show that were
open to all show attendees were Treatment and
Philatelic Significance, by Peter McCann of the
APS Committee on Accreditation of National

Exhibitions and Judges; Two Hobbies Collide!
by cachet maker Bob Emrick, for the gathering
of the American First Day Cover Society Fred
Sawyer North Texas Chapter; and An Open Forum on Exhibiting, sponsored by the American
Association of Philatelic Exhibitors.
A multicolored show cachet, depicted in
the March-April edition of The Texas Philatelist, is available for $2 and a self-addressed,
stamped envelope from: TEXPEX Cachet,
P.O. Box 835491, Richardson TX 750835491. When ordering, indicate the desired
cancellation dates and make checks payable
to TEXPEX.
TEXPEX 2009 will be held in conjunction with AmeriStamp Expo, the American
Philatelic Society winter show scheduled for
February 20-22 at the Arlington Convention
Center in Arlington, Texas. The 113th annual
convention of the Texas Philatelic Association
is also slated to be held at that event. Volunteers are especially needed not only to help
with running the show, but also to ensure that
the TPA’s presence is well established.
The next stand-alone TEXPEX show will
occur April 16-18, 2010; the venue will again
be the Doubletree
Hotel near the Galleria in Dallas. For
further information
about TEXPEX, visit the website www.
texasphilatelic.org/
texpex.htm, or contact Tom Koch via
email: tkoch@utdallas.edu or telephone
(972) 883-4951.

From the left, stamp dealers Kirk McKenzie, Larry Martin, Charles Deaton, and
Webster Stickney gathered for some breakfast shop talk before the beginning
of another challenging day at TEXPEX 2008.
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About the Author: Tom Koch is the
TEXPEX show chairperson and public
relations coordinator
for the libraries at the
University of Texas at
Dallas.

TPA AWARDS AT TEXPEX
Arturo Martin de Nicolas, at left, received the TPA
President’s Award from Chief Judge Kent Wilson for
his Official Postal Cards of Spain exhibit. Bob Benner
displays a plate that goes along with the certificate
for the best exhibit by a TPA member.

Dick Phelps, president of the
Mid-Cities Stamp Club, holds
the Spalding Cup, which is
awarded to the TPA chapter
recruiting the most members
into the TPA during a one year
period. The club recruited
nine new members.

TPA President Arthur von Reyn presents the Forcheimer
Literature Award to
Katherine Foster for
her article “Precancels Add Variety to
Pursuit of Hobby,”
selected as the best
article to appear in
The Texas Philatelist
during the previous
year. 1st Vice President and Journal
Editor Douglas Moss
looks on.
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TEXPEX 2008 PALMARES
MULTI-FRAME DIVISION

VERMEIL MEDALS

GRAND AWARD

Ray Cartier - The Aircraft of Air Force Plant #4
(Fort Worth)
AAPE Creativity Award

Jonathan Becker M.D. - The Conquest and
British Military Administration of Palestine and
(Greater) Syria: 1914-1920
Gold Medal
Postal History Society Award
APS Medal of Excellence for 1900-1940 Material

RESERVE GRAND AWARD
Jim Kotanchik - 100 Years of United States
Official Seals
Gold Medal
American Philatelic Congress Award for
Excellence in Written Text in an Exhibit
United States Stamp Society Award

GOLD MEDALS
Tim Bartsche - Orange Free State Republican
Postage Issues 1868-1900

Ralph DeBoard - French Polynesia, the Regular
Issues of 1958: Design, Production and Usages
AAPE Award of Excellence in Presentation
Dick Phelps - Cancels and Date Stamps
of Curaçao and the Netherlands Antilles,
1873-Mid-1970

SILVER MEDALS
Chuck Donaldson - United States Waterway
Packet Marks: A Collection of Covers Carried
by Steamboats on Southeastern Inland and
Coastal Waterways, 1840-1880s
Peter Elias - 4 Rings - The History of Audi
AAPE Award of Excellence in Presentation
Nonie Green - Egyptian Air Mail: 1919-1955

Robert Benner - Philadelphia Postmark History
in the Stampless Period 1792-1855
U.S. Philatelic Classics Society Award

Harold Patterson - The Grand Canyon
of Colorado

Jonathan Becker M.D. - British Palestine: The
Civil Administration

Stanley Christmas - World Wildlife Fund

Jeffrey Erichson - Hawaiian Banknote Postage

James Fabbre - National Jamboree
of the Boy Scouts of America

Vince King - Before the Flood: The Postal
History of Galveston, Texas 1838-1900
Cryer Cup for Best Confederate
or 19th Century U.S. Exhibit
Texas Postal History Society Emery Award, Pre-1900
TSDA Most Popular Exhibit Award
Arturo Martin de Nicolas - Official
Postal Cards of Spain
Best Exhibit by a TPA Member
U.S. Postal Stationery Society Award
Arturo Martin de Nicolas - Stamps of the
Second Spanish Republic (1931-1939)
Dick Phelps - Netherlands Cancels and Dates
Stamps 1850-1905
Jeffrey Switt - Postal Operation of the
Canadian Exchange Board 1939-1951
APS Medal of Excellence,1940-1980 Material
Victor Willson - Canada 19th Century
Nonletter Mail
APS Medal of Excellence, Pre-1900 Material
APS Medal of Excellence in Research
British North America Philatelic Society Award
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SILVER-BRONZE MEDALS

Pedro Ortiz - Obliteration Cart-Wheel
on Stamp 4 Cuartos 1860

SINGLE-FRAME DIVISION
GRAND AWARD
Tim Bartsche - Enschedé Essays, Trials & Die
Proofs of the South African Republic (Transvaal)
Gold Medal

GOLD MEDAL
David Willig - The U.S. 5-Cent Pilgrim
Tercentenary Issue of 1920

VERMEIL MEDALS
Tom Koch - 19th Century Transatlantic
Mail from Texas
David Willig - The U.S. 3-Cent Issues of
1861-68: A Study of Colors

SILVER MEDAL
Dick Phelps - The WWII Censor
Markings of Curaçao

AmeriStamp/TEXPEX 2009 plans still developing

F

iner details as to the conduct of TEXPEX
activities at AmeriStamp Expo 2009, the
winter stamp show of the American Philatelic
Society (APS), are still being worked out,
TEXPEX Chairman Tom Koch said at a meeting of the Texas Philatelic Association board
of directors held on April 12, 2008.
When AmeriStamp 2009 was first announced for Arlington, Texas, the TEXPEX
Committee recognized that holding TEXPEX
2009 slightly less than two months after a
large APS show would likely be a failure in
the North Texas market. TEXPEX petitioned
for a World Series bye and it was granted at
StampShow 2007 in Portland. Shortly thereafter, TEXPEX and APS officials reached an
agreement to hold TEXPEX in conjunction
with AmeriStamp, eliminating the need for
a bye.
Since the Mexico Elmhurst Philatelic
Society International is scheduled to meet
at AmeriStamp 2009 and exhibit space at
the Arlington Convention Center is limited,
TEXPEX and APS officials initially indicated
that approximately 100 frames would be available in the TEXPEX World Series exhibition,
all reserved for Mexican philately. The same
judges will be used for both exhibitions, and
the number of frames may reach a total of

400. Most of the usual TPA awards will be
presented during the awards banquet; special
efforts will be made to accommodate the needs
of Texas philatelic groups.
The day after TEXPEX 2008 concluded,
Koch and TEXPEX Director of Judges Robert
Benner joined APS Director of Shows Dana
Guyer on a tour of the Arlington Convention
Center and the Sheraton Arlington Hotel,
the show hotel next to the convention center.
“Arlington has a modern, spacious facility and
we are confident it will serve as a first class
philatelic venue for the APS winter show and
for TEXPEX,” Koch said. “We encourage our
loyal TEXPEX societies to contact the APS
and book meeting times and space now. The
APS will also be looking for volunteers from
the North Texas area to help with the show.”
Koch noted that the APS seldom starts
planning in earnest for its winter show until
after the conclusion of StampShow, the summer show held in August.
AmeriStamp Expo differs from the summer show in that the exhibits are usually
limited to a single-frame competition and a
multi-frame, display class competition; the
latter refers to exhibits that are allowed to
contain a considerable amount of non-philatelic material.

U.S. & Foreign Stamps & Covers
• Hawaii Specialized
• Pioneer Flights Worldwide
• Rocket Mail
• Specialized “SCADTA” Stamps & Covers
• Zeppelin Covers of the World

• U.S. & U.S. Possessions
• Tonga Tin Can Mail
• Patriotics
• U.S. First Days
• Worldwide Souvenir Sheets

MUCH MORE, PLEASE ASK

Warren H. Crain

P.O. Box 5954 • San Antonio, TX 78201 • (210) 344-0303
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calendar of events
Unless otherwise noted, admission and parking are free at all shows and bourses listed. Specific details
are not provided for repeating events beyond the first insertion. For inclusion on this calendar and the
one on our website www.texasphilatelic.org select the “Philatelic Event Registration” option under
the “At Your Service” heading on the website home page or prepare the data in the format below and
write to: Douglas Moss editor, The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

MAY 2-3
2008

TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB BOURSE
Bourse of the Texas Precancel Club at the Kwahadi Kiva Indian Museum,
9151 E. Interstate 40, Amarillo. Hours: Friday 9 a.m. to ? p.m., Saturday 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Contact Jack Muthersbough, 4922 Harvard St., Amarillo, TX
79109-5804; (806)355-5228 or Katie Foster at kh.foster@hotmail.com.

MAY 31-JUN. 1 TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR
2008
Bourse at the Ramada Plaza Hotel, 7611 Katy Frwy., Houston, Texas. Hours:
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
JUN. 21-22
2008

TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR
Bourse at Norris Conference Center, 4522 Fredericksburg Rd. (at Crossroads Mall
near NW I-410 and I-10), San Antonio, Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

JUL. 18-19
2008

TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR (Days have changed to Friday-Saturday)
Bourse at the Richardson Civic Center, 411 W. Arapaho Rd., (Next to Richardson City Hall), Richardson, Texas. Hours: Saturday 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

JUL. 26-27
2008

ARK-LA-TEXAS COIN STAMP & CARD EXPOSITION
Coin, stamp and postcard exhibition of the Red River Stamp Society and
Shreveport Coin Club at the Bossier Civic Center, 620 Benton Rd., Bossier
City, Louisiana. Dealers, club exhibits, chance board, cachet, cancel and USPS
substation. Hours: Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Contact:
John P. Thomas, 1525 Concord Dr., Shreveport, La. 71105-5015, (318) 797-6911,
t1026262177@cs.com.

AUG. 23-24
2008

TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR
See Jun. 21-22, 2008 listing for details.

SEP. 5-6
2008

TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR (Days have changed to Friday-Saturday)
See Jul. 18-19 , 2008 listing for details.

SEP. 19-21
2008

GREATER HOUSTON STAMP SHOW 2008
Annual exhibition and bourse of the Houston Philatelic Society at the
Humble Civic Center, 8233 Will Clayton Pkwy. (exit U.S. Hwy. 59 at Will
Clayton Pkwy. and go east), Humble, Texas. Features exhibits, 33-dealer
bourse, beginners’ booth, Sam Houston Philatelics auction, USPS substation, cacheted cover and show cancellation. TPA meetings scheduled on
Saturday as follows: Foundation Trustees at 8:30 a.m.; Board of Directors
at 9:15 a.m. Hours: Friday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Contact: Houston Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 690042, Houston, TX
77269-0042; Contact: Denise Stotts, stottsjd@swbell.net.
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OCT. 11-12
2008

TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR (Dates have changed)
See Jun. 21-22, 2008 listing for details.

OCT. 17-18
2008

TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB FALL ROUNDUP
Fall auction and bourse of the Texas Precancel Club at the Country Inn &
Suites, 2200 Mercado Dr., Fort Worth, Texas. Hours: Friday 9 a.m. to ? p.m.,
Saturday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Auction on Saturday at 2 p.m. Contact: Katherine
Foster, kh.foster@hotmail.com.

OCT. 30-NOV. 1 OKPEX 2008 (Show days are Thursday-Saturday)
2008
Annual exhibition and bourse of the Oklahoma City Stamp Club at First
Christian Church, 3700 N. Walker Ave. (exit I-235 at Northwest 36th St. and
go one block west) in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Show features APS World
Series of Philately exhibits, dealer bourse, cacheted cover and show cancellation. Hours: Thursday 2 p.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6 pm., Saturday
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Joe Crosby, 5009 Barnsteeple Ct., Oklahoma City,
OK 73142-5405; joecrosby@cox.net.
NOV. 8-9
2008

MID-CITIES STAMP EXPO
21st annual exhibition and bourse of the Mid-Cities Stamp Club at the
Grapevine Convention Center, 1209 S. Main St., Grapevine, Texas. Features
exhibits, 27-dealer bourse, beginners’ booth, giant mixture pick, silent auction, chance board, USPS substation, cacheted cover and show cancellation.
Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Stanley
Christmas, elvira6@swbell.net.

NOV. 15-16
2008

TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR
See May 31-Jun. 1, 2008 listing for details.

DEC. 5-6
2008

TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR (Days have changed to Friday-Saturday)
See Jul. 18-19 , 2008 listing for details.

FEB. 20-22
2009

AMERISTAMP EXPO 2009/TEXPEX 2009
Annual winter exhibition and bourse of the American Philatelic Society at
the Arlington Convention Center, Arlington, Texas, to be held in conjunction
with TEXPEX 2009, which was previously scheduled for April 17-19. Show
features APS World Series of Philately exhibits, bourse, beginners’ booth,
cacheted cover, show cancellation. Many of the usual TEXPEX activities will
be held at this show, including the 113th annual convention of the Texas
Philatelic Association. Further details to come.

NOV. 5-7
2009

OKPEX 2009 (Show days are Thursday-Saturday)
See October 31-Nov 2, 2008 listing for details.

APR. 16-18
2010

TEXPEX 2010
The 114th annual exhibition and convention of the Texas Philatelic Association at the Doubletree Dallas Hotel Near the Galleria, 4099 Valley View
Ln. (I-635 at Midway exit), Dallas, Texas.

NOV. 4-6
2010

OKPEX 2010 (Show days are Thursday-Saturday)
See October 31-Nov 2, 2008 listing for details.
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Rare Victoria provisionals discovered among fakes
By Arthur P. von Reyn
fter languishing for decades in a
stamp company’s reference collection of mostly fakes, two copies of
the rare Victoria, Texas, Confederate
postmasters’ provisional stamps were finally recognized as genuine last year, and
subsequently sold in a private sale.
The five-cent (Scott 88X1) and 10cent (Scott 88X2) stamps, only four
of each having been previously known These genuine Victoria, Texas Confederate postmasters’
to exist, were noticed by the reference provisional stamps were discovered last year in a stamp
collection’s buyer, who was not a Confed- company’s’ reference collection that consisted of mostly
fake items. (Images courtesy of Patricia Kaufmann)
erate specialist, but “quite astute and just
happened to have a sharp eye,” said Patricia stock, but “nothing of this magnitude.”
“Trish” Kaufmann, a dealer who brokered the
The collector desired that the discovery
sale of the two unused stamps for $20,000 be sold as a pair, a wish that she was able to
each early this year.
accommodate. Both the seller and the buyer
The 2008 Scott Specialized Catalogue of decided to remain anonymous; the buyer was
United States Stamps and Covers values the described as a serious Confederate collector.
five-cent and 10-cent Victoria provisionals at
Most of the Confederate postmasters’
$9,000 and $10,000 respectively.
provisionals were issued in various southern
The pair, both type-set and printed in cities and towns in 1861 after U.S. stamps
red-brown on green, surface-colored paper, ceased being valid for postage, but before the
received certificates from the Confederate Confederate general-issue stamps appeared.
Stamp Alliance Authentication Service. They Some, particularly in Texas, were issued in
are inscribed “Victoria” and “Postage” along later periods when regular issues were not
with the value and the name of the Victoria available. Provisional issues consisted of
postmaster, J.A. Moody, who issued them.
stamps or handstamped envelopes; many were
According to Kaufmann, who specializes quickly forgotten after the Civil War. In 1882,
in selling ConfederA. Steves of San Anate material, and is
tonio discovered a
currently the presi10-cent value of the
dent of the ConfedVictoria provisional
erate Stamp Alliance,
on a cover addressed
the collector who
to “C. Hallenkamp,
discovered them sent
Esq. / Lagrange.” It
her a scan and “I
was among stamps
almost flipped out
he received from his
when I saw them.”
grandmother, Mrs.
She went on to say
Arthur Guenther,
that the collector had Only two of the Victoria postmasters’ provisionals are who resided in La
found some other in- known on cover. Both are franked with 10-cent stamps. Grange. He also acThis one, from the famed Charles and Lucy Kilbourse
teresting items in the collection, sold at a Robert A. Seigel auction in 1999 quired an off-cover
company’s reference for $105,000.
five-cent Victoria

A
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provisional.
The only other Victoria, Texas provisional
to exist on cover is also a 10-cent value, which
sold in 1999 for $105,000 in the 1999 Robert A. Siegel sale of the Charles and Lucy
Kilbourne collection, regarded as the most
complete Confederate postmasters’ provisional
collection ever formed. In the same sale, an
unused, five-cent single realized $7,000 and a
used 10-cent one went for $6,500.
There is one other variety of the 10-cent
Victoria provisional, on green pelure paper
(Scott 88X3); it is counted among what now
amount to five 10-cent copies known to exist,

including the two on cover.
Other Texas cities currently listed in
the Scott catalogues as having Confederate
provisional issues—either stamps, stationery
or both—are Austin, Beaumont, Galveston,
Goliad, Gonzales, Hallettsville, Harrisburg,
Helena, Hollandale, Houston, Huntsville, Independence, La Grange, Plum Creek, Port Lavaca,
Richmond, San Antonio, and Weatherford.
The Confederate Stamp Alliance (CSA)
publishes The Confederate Philatelist, currentedly edited by Randy L. Neil, on a quarterly
basis. For more information on the CSA, visit
their website http://www.csalliance.org.

United States — Proofs & Essays
General Foreign

John T. Pearson

Fine Postage Stamps for Collectors
(210) 656-3135
P.O. Box 33312
San Antonio, TX 78265-3312

Buy-Sell
Stamps
Coins
Silver

Castle Stamp & Coin
P.O. Box 1196
Hewitt, TX 66643
George Kubal (254) 666-7755

Professionals Serving
The Philatelic
Community of Texas
For Information Contact:
GEORGE KUBAL
P.O. BOX 1196
HEWITT, TX 76643-1196
(817) 666-7755
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texas cancels
This is a listing of special pictorial cancels recently authorized for use in Texas, or of interest to collectors in
Texas. This information is excerpted from recent editions of The Postal Bulletin. If available, the sponsor of the pictorial
postmark appears in italics under the date.
According to the U.S. Postal Service, requests for these cancels must be postmarked no later than 30 days following the indicated postmark date. All requests must include a stamped envelope or postcard bearing at least the
minimum first-class postage; items bearing postage issued after the postmark date will be returned unserviced.
Place the envelope or postcard in a larger envelope and address it to: PICTORIAL POSTMARKS, followed by
the NAME OF THE STATION, ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP+4 CODE, exactly as listed below (using all capitals and no
punctuation, except the hyphen in the ZIP+4 code). A larger SASE must be enclosed if the item submitted for a
special cancel is unaddressed.
March 15, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
ST PATRICKS STATION
POSTMASTER
210 N MADDEN ST
SHAMROCK TX 79079-9998

March 17, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
LOOP EASTER STATION
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
LOOP TX 79342-9998

March 24–April 7, 2008
Sterling McCall Cadillac Museum
STERLING MCCALL CADILLAC
MUSEUM STATION
POSTMASTER 395 E MILL ST
ROUND TOP TX 78954-9998

April 3, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
KINDERGARTEN RODEO STATION
POSTMASTER
102 S 1ST ST
COAHOMA TX 79511-9998

April 5, 2008
City of Natalia
CITY OF NATALIA STATION
POSTMASTER
2200 TX ST HWY 132 N
NATALIA TX 78059-9998

Stamps and Postal History of Italy

LO GIUDICE

162, via Roma
94010 Gagliano C.to(EN)
Italy
stampsario@aim.com
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April 5, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
WALK FOR LIFE STATION
POSTMASTER
232 SW JOHNSON AVE
BURLESON TX 76028-9998

April 5, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
PUMP JACK STATION
POSTMASTER
200 W CLEVELAND AVE
ELECTRA TX 76360-9998
April 5, 2008
Comcast Simine Short
LANDMARK OF SOARING STATION
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
MARFA TX 79843-9998
April 19, 2008
Orange Grove Area Museum
ORANGE GROVE STATION
POSTMASTER
224 EUGENIA ST
ORANGE GROVE TX 78372-9998
May 2, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
MORTON INDIAN STATION
POSTMASTER
106 W TAYLOR AVE
MORTON TX 79346-9998
May 6, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
LUEDERS ANNUAL FISH DAY
STATION
POSTMASTER
125 E MAIN ST
LUEDERS TX 79533-9998
May 6, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
BUCK STATION
POSTMASTER
110 E 3RD ST
WHITE DEER TX 79097-9998

May 7, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
LADY PANTHER STATION
POSTMASTER
101 S MAIN ST
FOLLETT TX 79034-9998

New French issues fete Tex Avery characters

T

he cartoon characters of Frederick Bean
“Tex” Avery have shown on new issues
from the French post office, La Poste.
Best known for Bugs Bunny, Daffy Duck,
Porky Pig, and Elmer Fudd, the cartoon
stars he developed at Warner Brothers, Avery
(1908-1980) created a number of characters
at Metro Goldwyn Mayer (MGM) that are
lesser-known today. Featured on the French
emissions are Droopy the Dog, the Wolf, and
Red Hot Riding Hood.
The issues, which debuted in March, come
in a number of different formats, including
a souvenir sheet, mini-sheets with labels,
and se-tenant sheets. The souvenir sheet has
a blue caption area in the center. Rubbing

on the area will produce the message “Vous
savez quoi ? je suis heureux.” Naturally, that is
French for Droopy saying “You know what?
I’m happy!”
Droopy starred in MGM shorts beginning
in 1943 with Dumb-Hounded, in which the
as-of-yet unnamed basset hound tracks an escaped convict. Although MGM shut down its
animation operation in mid-1957 and the last
Droopy short appeared at the end of that year,
he has since appeared in other incarnations and
as a guest on other cartoons into this decade,
including the animé Dragonball.
Tex Avery was the subject of the “Texas
Connction” featured in the July/August 2007
issue of The Texas Philatelist.
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chapters in action
Report chapter activities by Internet or mail!

To report the activities of your chapter or unit, simply go to www.texasphilatelic.org
and select the “Chapter Reports” option under the “At Your Service” heading on the home
page. Minutes and newsletters may still be sent by mail to this address: Douglas Moss
editor, The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.
Austin-Texas Stamp Club (ATSC): The March 4 program was given by Charles Queen
on the topic of German Prison Mail. This was a continuation of a February presentation on his
experiences during the Second World War; he showed material from concentration camps
and some of the items produced by the survivors of the camps. The March 18 meeting featured an auction where 41 of the 90 lots sold for an astounding $309! The April 1 meeting’s
activity was a Show-and-Tell night. The April 16 auction of 70 lots resulted in 36 items sold
and total sales of $183.50.
Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society (DPCPS): See the club’s one-page activities
roundup on page 42 of this edition of The Texas Philatelist.
El Paso Philatelic Society: B.L. Gelmeier gave the March club presentation on the subject
of Swiss Covers. Due to the cancellation of the scheduled program, the April 8 meeting activity
was a general philatelic discussion. The club is planning on purchasing a personal computer
and a projector for club use. There are also plans for sponsoring a commemorative cover.
Heart of Texas Stamp Club: The March 6 program was given by Brad Schultz. The topic
was 3-D Stamps; he spoke of the stamps made especially for collectors by countries such as
Umm-Al-Qwain, Bhutan, Ajman, Yemen, and Manama. After the presentation, 12 out of the
25 auctions lots were sold for a total of $10.50. Darby Bybee, Jerry Gilbert, and Kelly Brooks
scored the door prizes; Brad Schultz bagged the raffle prize.
The April 3 program was “Swap and Shop.” Ron Allison and Mary DuBois won the door
prizes; The raffle prize was collected by Darby Bybee.
The club had a number of members attend TEXPEX. Among them were Dr. James Berryhill, Darby Bybee, Lois Haynes, Geroge Kubal, Jim Shannon, and James Fabbre. James was
an exhibitor at TEXPEX.
Houston Philatelic Society (HPS): Ron Strawser served as an APS-accredited judge at
the Garfield-Perry Stamp Club March Party. Other HPS members who attended the show
were Larry Ballantyne, Ardy Callender, and David and Judy Willig.
The Greater Houston Stamp Show is on tap for September 19-21 at the Humble Civic
Center, 8233 Will Clayton Parkway, Humble, Texas. There will be 33 dealers participating in
the bourse, 1,200 pages of exhibits, a U.S. Postal Service kiosk, and a beginners booth. For
more information go to www.houstonstampclub.org.
Johnson Space Center Stamp Club: Members have donated a number of special catalogs to the club library. A book on Irish postmarks was purchased in memory of a deceased
Irish collector. Herb Wignall collected stamps for donation to various organizations and
hospitals. Recently, Gary Walston presented a report about early Cape of Good Hope postal
history, showing some interesting postal history covers. A Show-and-Tell program is planned
for June; Mary Olsen will then show some interesting philatelic items from her grandfather’s
collection, representing the time when he lived in Washington, D.C.
Mid-Cities Stamp Club (MCSC): Susan Baker gave a terrific program Sea Turtles in
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Arlington on March 5, and was presented with a bronze turtle afterwards. The March 19 Irving
meeting featured an auction consisting of 61 lots; sales totaled $142.15, with the club netting
$46.14. On April 2 in Arlington, Jim Camak gave a fascinating talk Hong Kong and the Treaty
Ports of China and Japan. Jack Urish presented a program on Hungarian stamps at the April
14 session in Irving. No minutes were available for recent Lake Granbury gatherings.
MCSC president Dick Phelps was presented with the Spalding Cup at TEXPEX 2008. The
award recognizes the Texas Philatelic Association chapter that recruits the most new members
in a year’s time for the statewide group. Peter Elias gave the keynote presentation at the annual TPA meeting at TEXPEX on April 12; it was a spirited talk on how his love for the maker
of Audi cars and his passion for philately have come together in a topical collection.
Oklahoma Philatelic Society (OPS): Lavoy Hatchett opined in the April-June issue of
The Oklahoma Philatelist about a topical exhibit he developed on the history of Oklahoma
back in the days when most local clubs held stamp shows. He also shared with readers a
number of covers, including a 1937 Washington’s birthday cachet bearing a U.S.S. Oklahoma
postmark; the ship was sunk four years later during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.
San Antonio Philatelic Association (SAPA): Members were notified that Karl H. Saenger,
who had been a member of the club since 1973, passed away on February 14. Warren Crain
gave the February 22 presentation Covers I Like and Stamps I Like. Two of the many items he
shared was the proposed design of an Atomic Bomb stamp for the Postal Service’s Celebrate
the Century series of the late 1990s, and a bronze-colored metal Zeppelin postcard. The
Philatex, the newsletter of the SAPA reported that Steve Malesky made a stamp collecting
presentation to 12 children at his church. The club continues to meet on a weekly basis, one
of the few in the country to still do so.
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texas connection
Baseball Hall of Famer had deep Texas roots
By Douglas Moss
only time in baseball history a player has hit
Did you know that the record for the for a batting average of over .400, paired with
highest single season batting average in pro- more than 40 home runs. From 1921 to 1925,
fessional baseball is held by a Texan? In 1924, Hornsby had the most successful run of any
Rogers Hornsby hit an amazing .424 for the player ever in major league baseball, hitting
season while playing for the Saint Louis Car- .397, .401, .384, .424 and .403. In 1924, when
dinals. Hornsby, a second baseman, was also he hit for .424, his average was .143 points
named Most Valuable Player in the National higher than the entire National League. His
League in 1925 and 1929. In 1926, he led the career batting average is second all-time to
Cardinals to the World Series, defeating the Ty Cobb. In 1942, he was inducted into the
Major League Baseball Hall of Fame.
New York Yankees four games to three.
Rogers Hornsby was serious about
Rogers Hornsby was born April 27, 1896
in Winters, Texas, located in Runnels County. baseball. He avoided reading newspapers
Hornsby had the unique first name of Rog- and watching motion pictures for fear that
ers, his mother’s maiden name. He grew up they would affect his vision. He eschewed
in the community of Hornsby Bend, nine alcohol and tobacco. He was quoted as saymiles outside of Austin. The community was ing “People ask me what I do in winter when
named after Reuben Hornsby, who served as there’s no baseball. I’ll tell you what I do. I stare
postmaster during the Republic of Texas pe- out the window and wait for spring.”
At the end of his career he acted as a playriod. The folk from Hornsby Bend tell stories
of young Rogers running around at the age er-coach, managing the Cardinals, Boston
Braves, Chicago Cubs and Saint Louis Browns.
of two with a baseball bat in tow.
After his managing stints
In 1914, he began
in the major leagues, he
his minor league career
came back to Texas and
with the Hugo-Dennimanaged the Fort Worth
son team in the Texas
Cats in 1941 and 1942. His
League. He had one more
last managing job in Texas
minor league stop with
was with Beaumont of the
the Dennison team beTexas League in 1950.
fore he made his way to
Hornsby died in Chicathe major leagues with
go on January 5, 1963. He
the Saint Louis Cardinals
is buried at the Hornsby
in 1915. He went home
Bend cemetary next to his
that summer and put on
mother and father.
some weight working on
Rogers Hornsby was
his uncle’s farm.
recognized by the u.S.
In 1916 he earned a
starting job with the Car- The backing paper on this self adhesive Postal Ser vice with a
dinals and the legend stamp issued in 2000 reads: “Rogers stamp in the 2000 Legwas born. Hornsby played Hornsby was the most impressive right- ends of Baseball issue
hitter in the history of the game. (Scott 3408f ). The same
15 seasons in the major handed
He won seven batting championships
leagues, with his final years (six in a row) and managed the 1926 image from that stamp
as a player-coach. The St. Louis Cardinals to their first World also appears on a postal
card (Scott UX342).
1922 season marked the Championship.”
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This first day cover was designed by noted Texas first day cover artist and TPA member Julian Pugh.
Hornsby Bend, s.v. “Rogers Hornsby” <http://
References:
w w w.hor nsbybend.com/R ogers%20Hor nsby/
“Rogers Hornsby.” Daguerreotypes. Ed. Craig Carter,
Rogers%20Hornsby.htm> (accessed 4/19/2008).
New York: Sporting News Publishing Company, 1990.
Texas Escapes, s.v. “Rajah of Swat” <http://www.texasHandbook of Texas Online, s.v. “Hornsby Bend, Texas”
escapes.com/AllThingsHistorical/Rajah-of-Swat-Roger<http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/
Hornsby-504AM.htm> (accessed 4/16/2008).
HH/hnh41.html> (accessed 4/15/2008).
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membership report
NEW MEMBERS
4884
4885
4886
4887
4888
4889
4891
4892
4893
4894
4895

Austin, Roland G. - Stillwater. OK
Doolin, Jim - Dallas. TX
Lester, Michael L. - Grand Prairie, TX
Gibson, Robert L. - Grand Prairie, TX
Barr, Richard A. - Haskell, TX
Sloan, Frank J. - Dallas, TX
Poore, Ralph S. - Arlington, TX
King, Vince - Denton,TX
Hong, Ben - Richardson, TX
DeBoard, Ralph C. - Edmond, OK
Bradford, Gary - Greenville, TX

RESIGNATION
4312
4386
4427
4547
4605
4693
4709
4711
4802

Lassig, William - New Braunfels, TX
Nobiling, Bill - SanAntonio, TX
Fisher, Alyne G. - San Antonio, TX
Lilljedahl, Dale L. - Dallas, TX
Tarrillion, Paul W. - San Antonio, TX
Robinson, John C. - Austin, TX
Bohannon, Edward A. - Round Rock, TX
Gijon, Rafael - Arlington, TX
Ankele , Richard - Sugarland, TX

DECEASED
3504 Jordan Jr., William E. - Port Neches, TX
3641 Duke, Lora - Midland, TX
4703 Young, Robert A. - McKinney, TX

LIFE MEMBERS
L-126
L-127
L-128
L-129

Fabbre, James F. - Waco, TX
Valdez, Jr., Fred - Austin, TX
Martin de Nicolas, Arturo - Austin, TX
Cohen, Norma Alan - Dallas, TX

DROPPED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES
3055
3428
3526
3587
3692
3855
3971

Carmack, Norma J. - San Antonio, TX
Buckley, Jack B. - Houston, TX
Alexander, Charles B. - Corpus Christi, TX
Baker, Robert E. - Galveston, TX
Phillips, Clinton A. - Bryan, TX
Giese, Arthur A. - Midway, TX
Virta, Jack R. - San Antonio, TX

38 The Texas Philatelist May-June 2008

4069
4138
4231
4358
4405
4436
4506
4524
4535
4564
4589
4609
4617
4620
4633
4659
4661
4662
4675
4676
4683
4717
4722
4728
4735
4743
4750
4751
4766
4779
4792
4796
4797
4806
4808
4840
4854
4862
4863
Ch-31

Eggleston, Craig - Dallas, TX
Frank, Tom - Austin, TX
Freund, Carl - Arlington, TX
Rodgers, Samuel H. - San Anonio, TX
Kates, C. W. “Ted” - Copperas Cove, TX
Matejka, Robert J. - Van Alstyne, TX
Loop, Roger D. - Alba, TX
McMullen, Andrew - Richardson, TX
McClanahan, Bill - Richardson, TX
Watts, Mary G. - Dallas, TX
Mrotek, Ervin - Cottonwood, AZ
Sissenwein, Burton - Houston, TX
Hosea, Robert L. - Dallas, TX
Trondsen, Eigil T. - Houston, TX
Murray, Jr., James I. - Grapevine, TX
Pearson, Henry R. - Dallas, TX
Trice, Mary Lou - Hewitt, TX
Lott, David H. - Dallas, TX
Tamplin, Chuck - Keller, TX
Westerhaus, John J. - Dallas, TX
Elmore, Broc L. - Austin, TX
Hynes, Tom H. - Belton, TX
Trubee, Norman Dean - Cameron, TX
Leverant, Gerald R. - San Antonio, TX
Taylor, Jack R. - Graford, TX
Hall, Robert R. - Dallas, TX
Gaiser, Terrence A. - Houston, TX
Noack, Travis - Granite Shoals, TX
Gauntt, Charles J. - Burnet, TX
Generali, Michael - McNeil, TX
Horton, Bradley B. - Houston, TX
Watson, Mary A. - Houston, TX
Yip, Virginia C. - Waco, TX
Wells, Van - Holly Lake Ranch, TX
Klug, Janet - Bellefonte, PA
Wukasch, Kenneth C. - San Marcos, TX
Watson, Katherine C. - Houston, TX
Gann, B.E. - Ovalo, TX
Andrews, Thomas - Tyler, TX
Nacogdoches Stamp Club - Nacogdoches, TX

TPA FOUNDATION DONORS
Thanks to the following members for their generous contributions to the TPA Foundation. Giving
levels are: Sponsor, $40 and over; Patron, $20.00 to $39.99 and Sustaining, $5.00 to $19.99. Gifts may
be made at any time to Lyle Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005.

SPONSOR

Beisser, Stephen
Baur, David H.
Busfield, Jr., Roger M.
Wagner, William H.
Davis, Larry (M.L.)

3413
3693
3811
4218
4288
4625
4706
4892

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY
March-April 2008

(Recent donors to the Journal Publication
Fund will be recognized in the July/August
2008 issue of the Texas Philatelist.)

PATRON
3902
4303
4474
4486
4681

4765 Nibling, Arthur O.

SUSTAINING

2290 Crain, Warren H.
4621 White, Richard C.
4864 Jividen, James

Becker, Donald W.
Witthoeft, Paul
Wunderlich, Charles V.
Singer, Joe
Margulis, Martin
Thomsen, Jr., Nels
Plotkin, George M.
King, Vince

Membership, February 15, 2008 .................550
New Members............................................................11
Resignation....................................................................-9
Deceased........................................................................-3
Dropped for Non-Payment of Dues............-47
Adjustment......................................................................2
Membership, April 15, 2008............................504

JOIN US!

Life Chapters...................................................................8
Life Members..............................................................70
Regular Chapters/Units........................................17
Regular Members..................................................409

Membership may be applied for online at the
TPA website, www.texasphilatelic.org, or an
application may be obtained by writing to: Lyle
Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX
78739-3005.

Total Members........................................................504

Membership
fees and dues are
pro-rata based on the quarter an application is
received: $12 for January-March; $9 for AprilJune; $6 for July-September; $13 for OctoberDecember (includes next full year).

Cunningham Philatelics
Philatelic Consultants
Elusive Items
Collections
Stamps and Covers
Appraisals
THOMAS L. CUNNINGHAM
P.O. Box 863237
A.P.S. 082424, TSDA
Plano, TX 75086-3237
(214) 546-1179
cunninghamstamps@aol.com
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crain’s corner
“FREE” label didn’t pass muster with post office
By Warren Crain
Following the official announcement of
the Post Office Department giving free postal
service to letters mailed by members of the
armed forces of the United States, a “FREE”
label was prepared in April, 1942 for use at
the Albuquerque Advanced Flying School
in New Mexico. The label was designed and
promoted by an officer at the facility.
This “FREE” stamp or label was such a success at the flying school that the promoters
decided to feel out the market. Samples of
the label with an explanatory letter were
sent out to other army posts and camps. The
results exceeded the most optimistic hopes;
orders poured in from all sides.
However, certain requirements had been
promulgated in order for soldiers to send
first-class mail for free. Therefore, a sheet of
50 of the stamps and a request for Post Office
Department approval was sent to the office
of the Postmaster General in Washington,
D.C. The stamps made it to the third assistant Postmaster General Roy M. North, who

denied the request, stating
that such labels
did not meet
t h e re q u i re ments of Order
17352. That
order granted
free mailing
of first class
matter to U.S.
armed forces This label was produced in
1942 as a substitute for writmembers who ing “free’ on soldiers letters,
handwrote the a gimmick the U.S. Post Ofw o r d “ F R E E ” fice Department didn’t think
and their name, much of.
rank, and service designation in the return
address portion of their letters.
Mr. North stated in his denial of the approval that “the labels are approximately
the same size as some postage stamps and
would cause confusion when attached to
outside of letter and letters bearing such
labels would not be acceptable for mail-

To take advantage of the free first-class mailing privilege, an individual serving in the military was
required to write the word “FREE” in the upper right hand corner where the stamp would normally be
placed, and then write their name, rank, unit and address in the left-hand corner of the letter.
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Although the U.S. Post Office Department stated its disapproval of the “FREE” label early on—the word
“FREE” was supposed to be handwritten—the labels nonetheless were tolerated on soldiers’ mail.

ing. I, therefore, regret to say that approval
cannot be given for their use and it’s kindly
requested that you refrain from advocating
their use on any mail matter.”
The stamp design shows the bust of an
infantryman in the foreground. At the left is
a view of tanks and the right a warship. A “V”
formation of airplanes appears above against
a background of clouds. Above the pictorial
representation of the armed forces appears
the inscriptions “POSTAGE”, “FREE” and “FOR
VICTORY.” Below is another inscription reading “U.S. ARMED FORCES.” The word “FREE”, is
in red and everything else in blue. These two
colors on the white paper give an interesting
use of the national colors.

Between the time when delivery started
and the receipt of the denial letter from Mr.
North, a total of 3,257 sheets had been marketed to four army camps.
The publishers of Linn’s Stamp News
contacted the producers of the labels and
bought the remaining stock before it might
be destroyed. The stock consisted of between 1,000 and 1,100 sheets.
Knowing that collectors would want copies of these labels, Linn’s offered them for sale
in their weekly newspaper.
Note that the cover shown above is
postmarked June 9, 1945, the date the war
in Europe officially ended. A very interesting
piece indeed!
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Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society
Meets at 7:30 p.m. on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month at the
Edgemere Retirement Center, 8523 Thackery St., Dallas, Texas 75225

The March 12 meeting was a “Spring Cleaning Bourse” with
society members ridding their collection of unwanted items. Two
dealer members, Tom
Cunningham and Jim
Myers, made their inventory of stamps available
for everyone to browse
and purchase.
At a short meeting
on March 26, the Philatelic Spotlight shone on
longtime member Paul
Witthoeft, who characterized his service in
Vietnam as being armed Members enjoyed a philatelic shopping spree during the March 12 “Spring
with a very “sharp pen- Cleaning Bourse.”
cil.” After discharge, he enrolled at Southern Methodist University, where he earned a law degree
and then went directly to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to practice environmental
law, where he remains today. His main collecting interest is military uniforms, and he shared
some examples of stamps from his collection. Paul is also active in the Boy Scouts
of America, where he encourages boys in
the acquisition of a stamp collecting badge
whenever possible.
On the stormy night of April 9, those
souls who braved the weather were treated
to Dr. Craig Boyd’s program The Liberty
Paul Witthoeft.
Bell. The group was entertained with a
lively discussion about this treasured American icon and was able to
examine a number of “pass-arounds” showing the Liberty Bell on different U.S. and
Charles Shreve, who reforeign stamps. mains active in the Dallas
Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society
On April 24, auction firm he sold last
Programs and Events
the society ended year, will speak at the DPMay 14 Modern U.S. Definitives, speaker:
the month with a CPS meeting on June 11.
Walter Burton.
quarterly auction that featured 35 lots ofMay 28 Mini Auction & Philatelic Spotlight
fered by club members. Tom Cunnigham
June 11 Guest speaker: Charles Shreve
graciously served as the auctioneer.
June 25	 Mini Auction & Philatelic Spotlight:
The club will have a special guest
George Kempston
speaker
on June 11. Charles Shreve, of
Unless otherwise noted, all programs and events are
Spinks
Shreve
Auction Galleries of Dallas,
held at the Edgemere Retirement Center, beginning
will present The World’s Greatest Stamp Colat 7:30 p.m.
lection Assembled by William H. Gross.
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Classified Emporium
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS in The Texas Philatelist are accepted on the basis of 10¢
per word (minimum 10 words) with name, address, telephone/FAX number and e-mail address
FREE. Please PRINT or TYPE your ad copy, state the number of times you desire it to run,
determine the total cost, make the check payable to the “Texas Philatelic Association,” and send
to The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

CROATIA-IN-EXILE - 20 different, colorful exile
stamps issued in Argentina, Spain, U.S., Australia, etc.
in MNH condition. $20. CPS, P.O. Box 696, Fritch, TX
79036-0696 or PayPal: Spahich@hotmail.com. (57-4)
CLEARING OUT all mounted worldwide collections at
20% of Scott or less. Free lists. Darrell L. George, 19410
Cantrell Rd., Little Rock, AR 72223-4422. (56-6)
HIGH QUALITY COUNTRY AND TOPICAL
PACKETS in sizes to meet every collector’s needs.
We also offer a variety of stamp collecting supplies.
North Texas Philatelic. Visit us at <www.NorthTexasPhilatelic.com>. (56-4)
VISIT OUR STORE WHEN IN PHOENIX. We buy
and Sell U.S. and worldwide, plus coins and jewelry.
Better collections always needed. BJ’s Stamps, 6342 W.
Bell Rd., Glendale, AZ 85308-3602, (623)-878-2080,
e-mail info@bjstamps.com. (56-4)

NATIONAL AIR MAIL WEEK. Let me know what
you have. Don Lussky, P.O. Box 1172, Westmont, IL
60559-8372, e-mail donlussky@yahoo.com. (58-2)

D-FW PHILATELIC NEWS: See what’s happening in
the Dallas-Fort Worth stamp world, visit <http://www.
philatelic-activities-department.blogspot.com/>. (56-6)
YOU ARE INVITED to join the Dallas-Park Cities
Philatelic Society on Wednesday, June 11 at 7:30 p.m.
The guest speaker will be Charles Shreve, of SpinksShreve Gallery, Inc. His presentation will be The World’s
Greatest Stamp Collection Assembled by William H.
Gross. 8523 Thackery, Dallas, Texas 75225. (56-3)
JOIN THE TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY!
$18 dues brings highly respected journal, mentoring,
two major meetings a year. Contact: Lyle Boardman,
3916 Wyldwood Dr., Austin, TX 78739-3005. (56-3)
GIVE A GIFT to your stamp collecting community.
Give your local library a subscription to The Texas
Philatelist. (56-3)

CANCELED U.S. 7¢ RATE POSTCARDS used
September through December 1975, especially ones
posted to Mexico and Canada or to and from U.S.
possessions, APOs and FPOs. Also need 7¢ Thomson
reply cards and examples of postage due assessments
on Thomson cards after December 30, 1975. Visit my
web page at <www.texasphilatelic.org/postcards.htm>
for a comprehensive prices paid list. (56-3)

OPS SALES BOOKS are now available to Texas
Philatelic Association members. Great source of lower
price material. sign up online at <www.texasphilatelic.
org>. (56-3)

DONATIONS for Greater Houston Stamp Show
Beginner’s Booth. Stamps, covers, albums, catalogs.
Keep your stamp donations in Texas! All donations
acknowledged in writing. Jonathan Topper, Ste. 237,
8524 Highway 6 N., Houston, Texas 77095-2103, email jctopper@yahoo.com. (56-5)
USED ALBUMS, binders, remainder collections,
supplies, etc. Entire collections also bought. By
appointment. ABC Stamps, 5170 Broadway St., San
Antonio, TX 78209-5736, (210) 824-8667. e-mail
SGL@grandeview.net. (56-4)
WW2 COVERS, Navy P.O. Numbers 401, 701, 8056,
9938, 9971, 10795, 413, 700, 9969, c/o PM New York,
San Francisco, New Orleans, All Ecuador-Galapagos
1938 to 1948. Jeanne Stough, 6701 Blanco Rd. Apt. 1101,
San Antonio, TX 78216-6112, (210) 979-7342. (56-4)

1937 PAN-AMERICAN EXPOSITION and PanAmerica Games covers, cachets and souvenirs. Arthur
P. von Reyn, 10512 Countess Dr., Dallas, TX, (214)
902-0858, e-mail apvr@texasphilatelic.org. (56-3)

Pugh Cachets
Individually Handpainted FDCs
for every new issue of the USPS

P.O. Box 8789
The Woodlands, TX 77387-8789
(281) 362-0430
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chapter meetings
Note: Check with chapters for meeting changes and cancellations during holiday periods.
Recent changes in information are noted in red.
AUSTIN-TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #16, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX, 78739-3005; meets 1st Tues.
7:30 PM, Howson Branch Library, 2500 Exposition
Blvd., Austin; 3rd Tues. 7:30 PM, South Austin Senior
Activities Center, 3911 Manchaca Rd., Austin.
COLLECTORS CLUB OF DALLAS, L Unit #4, 2206 Sutton Pl., Richardson, TX 75080-2543; membership by
invitation only.
CROATIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY, Unit #2, P.O. Box 696,
Fritch, TX 79036-0696.
DALLAS-PARK CITIES PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #40,
314 Allegheny Trl., Garland, TX 75043-5659; meets
2nd and 4th Weds., 7:30 PM, Edgemere Retirement
Center, 8523 Thackery St., Dallas.
EL PASO PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH #7, 2990 Trawood
Dr. Apt. 11F, El Paso, TX 79936-4233, meets 2nd Tues.,
7:30 PM, Saint Clements Episcopal Church, 810 N.
Campbell St., El Paso.
FRED C. SAWYER CHAPTER #56 AMERICAN FIRST
DAY COVER SOCIETY, Unit #6, 201 Willow Creek Cir.,
Allen, TX. Meets monthly (except July and August)
at the University of Texas-Dallas, Richardson, TX. Call
972-727-1381 for meetings dates and times.
HEART OF TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #59, 1700 Plum
Cir., Waco, TX 76706-1629; meets 1st Thurs., 6:30 PM,
Hughes-Dillard Alumni Center, Baylor University
Campus, S. University Parks Dr., , Waco.
HOUSTON PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #22, PMB 237,
8524 Hwy. 6 N., Houston, TX 77095-2103; meets 1st
& 3rd Mon., 7:30 PM, Recreation Center, Central Presbyterian Church, 3788 Richmond Ave., Houston.
LYNDON B. JOHNSON SPACE CENTER STAMP CLUB,
LCH #9, P.O. Box 58247, Houston, TX 77258-8247;
meets 2nd & 4th Mon., 7:00 PM, Gilruth Recreation
Center, Johnson Space Center, Gate #5 off Space
Center Blvd., Clear Lake City.
LONE STAR CHAPTER, Éire Philatelic Association
International, Unit #32, 14302 Oak Shadow, San
Antonio, TX 78232-4441; meets 2nd Sat. 2:00 PM,
members’ homes.
MAGIC VALLEY STAMP CLUB. CH #56, 2014 E. Bowie
Ave., Harlingen, TX 78550-5164; meets 4th Tues., (except June, July, August) 7:00 PM, Camelot Retirement
Center Headquarters, 1000 Camelot Dr., Harlingen.
MID-CITIES STAMP CLUB. CH #53, P.O. Box 2158,
Arlington, TX 760042158; meets lst Wed., 7:30 PM,
Bob Duncan Community Center, 2800 S. Center St.,
Arlington; 3rd Wed., 7:30 PM (check www.mid-cities
stampclub.com for location), Irving; 4th Tues., 7:00
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PM, Studio at Tarleton State Langdon Center, 308
Pearl St., Granbury.
OKLAHOMA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. CH #61, P.O. Box
700334, Tulsa, OK 74170-0334
PARIS STAMP CLUB. CH #67, P.O. Box 82, Paris, TX
75461-0082; meets 3rd Mon., 7:00 PM, Calvary
Methodist Church, 3105 Lamar Ave., Paris.
PRAIRIE BEAVER REGIONAL GROUP, British North
America Philatelic Society Ltd., Unit #1, 501 Fairview
Ave., College Station, TX 77840-2933.
RED RIVER STAMP SOCIETY, CH #58, P.O. Box 3352,
Shreveport, LA 71133-3352; meets 1st Wed., 7:30
PM, Aulds South Bossier Branch Library, 3950 Wayne
Ave., Bossier City.
SAN ANTONIO PHILATELIC ASSN., LCH #3, 2903 Nacogdoches Rd., San Antonio, TX 78217-4522; meets
every Fri., 7:30 PM, MacArthur Park Lutheran Church,
2903 Nacogdoches Rd., San Antonio.
SEAGULL STAMP CLUB, LCH # 11, P.O. Box 30574,
Corpus Christi, TX 78463-0574; meets 2nd Weds.,
7:00 PM, Main Library, 805 Comanche St., Corpus
Christi.
SOUTH PLAINS STAMP CLUB, CH #36, P.O. Box 68154,
Lubbock, TX 79414-8154; meets 4th Tues. (2nd Tues.
in Nov. and Dec.), 7:30 PM, Municipal Garden & Arts
Center, 4215 S. University Ave., Lubbock.
TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY, Unit #3, 3916
Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005, meets at
stamp shows in various cities.
TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB, LCH #10, 4113 Paint Rock
Dr., Austin, TX 78731-1320; meets biannually at
stamp shows in Dallas and Houston.
TEXOMA STAMP CLUB. CH #64, 411 W. Reiman St.,
Seymour, TX 76380-2439; meets 2nd Thurs. and
4th Tues., 7:00 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd.,
Wichita Falls.
TWIN LAKES COIN AND STAMP CLUB, CH #66, 906
Nola Ruth Blvd., Harker Heights, TX 76548-1540;
meets last Tues., 6:30 PM, Harker Heights Library,
901 S. Ann Blvd., Harker Heights.
VICTORIA STAMP CLUB, CH #65, 105 Calle Ricardo.,
Victoria, TX 77904-1203; meets 1st Mon. 7:00 PM, First
Victoria National Bank, Town and Country Room, 101
S. Main St., Victoria.
WICHITA FALLS COIN & STAMP CLUB, LCH #5, 411
W. Reiman St., Seymour, TX 76380-2439; meets 4th
Thurs., 7:30 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd.,
Wichita Falls.

ROCKET MAIL
What is Rocket Mail?

Simply put, it is mail carried by rockets!

L

ong before governments became officially
involved, individual inventors began experimenting with rockets. Their small-scale efforts helped pave the way for today’s outerspace science.
To help finance their early experiments, the
idea of carrying messages by rocket was used. The first to do this was Friedrich Schmeidl
of Austria, in 1928. He was thus responsible for the world’s first rocket mail.
Following his example, experimenters in various countries began to privately print
special stamps for use on rocket mail, selling these stamps and flown covers as souvenirs
to the public. In most cases, the covers, following the rocket flight, were posted by regular mail, thus providing authentication. This early memorabilia of rocketry soon became
prized collector items. With the growth of space science, rocket mail has become an increasingly important field of philately.
The amateur rocket pioneers deserve much credit for imagination and inventiveness.
Stephen H. Smith, of India, conducted over fifty trials, and succeeded in safely transporting by rockets live animals and merchandise twenty years before the Russians sent their
space dogs aloft. He was recognized on an Indian postage stamp issued in 1992.
Other early trailblazers were Gerhard Zucker of Germany, Alan Young of Australia, Karl Roberti and A.J. de Bruin of the Netherlands, H. Weihs of Yugoslavia, and Willy Ley and Robert Goddard of the United States. Goddard is recognized as the father of
rocketry in America.
I have an extensive stock of rocket covers from Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium,
Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Poland, Sweden, Switzerland, Yugoslavia, and the United States.
Here are a couple of rocket mail covers. The numbers are from the Ellington-Zwisler
Rocket Mail Catalogue of 1967, the definitive work on rocket mail:
1. U.S. EZ#44C1—June 11, 1961. Purple rectangle with “LAUNCHED IN ORRINGTON, MAINE, JUNE 11,
1961.” Another purple rectangle with “RECOVERED AUG. 25, 1961, FROM FIELD’S POND SWAMP.”
Rouletted blue on silver rocket stamp. Cover bears U.S. seven-cent airmail stamp. When the cover was recovered from the swamp it was damp and after drying out was quite wrinkled. Nice crash cover! Price: $25.00.
2. U.S. EZ#47C6—July 2, 1961. Red imprint cachet and “25th ANNIVERSARY FIRST INTERNATIONAL
ROCKET MAIL.” Purple “ROCKET NO. 11.” United Nations 11-cent air letter envelope with imperf multicolored rocket stamp with “MEXICO TO UNITED STATES.” Very lovely cover! Price: $25.00.

Items are one of a kind. More will be listed in my next ad!
Minimum order $25. Please add $2.00 shipping on orders less than $100. Take a 10% discount on filled orders of $100
or more. I accept checks or money orders only! If I don’t know you, personal checks must clear before orders ship.

Warren H. Crain

P.O. Box 5954
San Antonio, Texas 78201-5954
Phone (210) 344-0303
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