Park Cities Stamps
Byron Sandfield

64405 North Central Expressway, Suite 316
Dallas, Texas 75206
e-mail: byron@mailtlc.com
For Appointment: (214) 361-4322

Quality Postal History

Sugarland, TX with Matagorda DPO cancel to New Orleans
folded stampless letter posted December 18, 1849. Price — $375.00

Also, well-stocked in U.S., Classics, Revenues and Locals
Please visit my table at this upcoming show:
Greater Houston Stamp Show 2008
Humble Convention Center
Humble, Texas, Sept. 19-21, 2008
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president’s message
Stamp shows help clubs recruit new members
By Arthur P. von Reyn
One of the great side benefits of staging an annual stamp show is the opportunity for
the sponsoring organization to recruit new members. Clubs that still hold these philatelic
showcases find it’s not unusual for one or more show attendees to visit an ensuing club
meeting and join up. Some even enroll while at the event. I discovered this fact during the
dozen or so years I chaired the Mid-Cities Stamp Expo, the 21st edition of which will be held
this fall—yes, that’s a plug for a great event to attend, whether or not you live in the DallasFort Worth area!
Anyway, I continue to hear many club representatives bemoan the fact that their organizations continue to lose members because people “just don’t join up like they used to.”
There is some truth to that assertion, but it is also true that most any group will see about
10% of its constituency move, die or lose interest in any given year. Without any recruitment
effort to offset this inevitable loss, it should be no surprise that a complacent organization
will eventually shrivel to nothing and fold.
If your club has not tried holding a stamp show, or used to have one and gave up because
“everyone is too old,” it’s time to reconsider. While there are many ways to market your club
to collectors, a well-run and publicized stamp show is one of the best!
MORE JOURNAL PUBLICATION FUND DONATIONS RECEIVED
Thanks to Robert L. Joyce, Raymond E. Whyborn and the Texoma Stamp Club for donations of $100 each to the Journal Publication Fund. Robert is a past president of the TPA, and
Raymond, a retired director. Raymond encouraged the Texoma Stamp Club, his local chapter,
to match his personal donation. Please see his missive in the “Your Letters” column of this
publication, and suggest that your local club help us realize a goal of $15,000 raised by the
end of the year.
Contributing to the Journal Publication Fund is one of several steps members
can take to ensure this publication is
sufficiently funded for production in its
present full-color, 48-page format well into
the future. Another step is to upgrade to
a life membership. Proceeds from both
are not spent, but rather set aside as a
reserve on which to generate income. As
was mentioned in my previous column,
it has become apparent that the current
life membership cost of $160 needs to be
adjusted due to continued inflation. Take
the opportunity to help us out now and at
the same time eliminate the annual dues
payment hassle.
NEW FLAG STAMPS LESS BORING
The U.S. Postal Service added a bit of diversity to the
While a new commemorative stamp is mails with the 42¢ Flag 24/7 issue, the first definitive
a great rarity on incoming mail at both the flag stamps to appear in a se-tenant format.
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office and home, I do receive regularly letters franked with definitive or old commemorative
stamps. Having no time to read up on the new rate change stamps before they started popping up on letters, it took a more than a few glances to note that the 42¢ Flag 24/7 stamps
didn’t look all the same!
As every other collector in America no doubt already knew by that time, this is the first
multiple design, small definitive size flag issue. At present, there are five coil versions out,
with some booklet versions in the works. Thanks to the U.S. Postal Service for an attractive,
workhorse definitive issue that’s not as boring as in the past, and, I might add as well, the
five-design Tropical Fruit postcard rate stamps. Now, if they could just do something innovative about those darn Forever stamps everyone uses!
CAROL G. ARNDT RESIGNS AS SECRETARY
Carol Arndt, the TPA secretary since 2004, has resigned for “personal reasons.” Her dedication to performing the duties of this office during the past four years is greatly appreciated.
We are now looking for a replacement, who according to the Association’s bylaws, will be
appointed by the board of directors. Any member who might be interested in assuming this
officer’s duties, which include taking and publishing minutes of the board of directors and
the TPA Foundation trustees meetings in Dallas and Houston, plus sending out new member
notices, should contact any other officer or director prior to the next board of directors’ session, to be held September 20 in Humble during the Greater Houston Stamp Show.
Don’t forget that we will again have a TPA information table in Houston, so stop by, visit,
and register to win a 2009 Scott Specialized Catalogue of Stamps and Covers.
In Philatelic Friendship,
Arthur P. von Reyn

The Texas Philatelic Association
www.texasphilatelic.org
“Friendship Through Philately”

Arthur P. von Reyn, PRESIDENT
P.O. Box 561622
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Become a LIFE MEMBER of the

Texas Philatelic
Association
• Eliminate annual dues
collection hassle
• Support the TPA for many
years to come
• Easy credit card payment
plan available

Still only $160.00 for a limited time*
*Rate increase will be considered at next TPA board of directors meeting.
LIFE MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT REQUEST FORM
I am currently a member of the Texas Philatelic Association and request that my status be converted to
a life membership. I am remitting payment as indicated below. (Prospective new members must use a
membership application form, available at www.texasphilatelic.org, or by mail at the address below.)

If charging, write name and billing address as it appears on cardholder account.
Name

Phone

Address
City

State

 Check

ZIP

 Mastercard or Visa #
Expiration Date

•

Verification Code*

*

Last three digits of seven
numbers in card signature
block.

Cardholder Signature

Easy Credit Card Payment Option


Beginning upon receipt, please bill my card in four quarterly installments of $40.00.

SEND TO: Lyle Boardman, TPA Treasurer, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739

your letters
Chapters should support Journal Publication Fund
I spoke to the members of the Texoma
Stamp Club on Tuesday evening, April 22nd,
about the new TPA Journal Publication Fund.
I explained why it is vitally necessary that we
all support the fund. When I was finished, I
made a motion that our club forward a check
for $100 in support of the fund. The motion
received a quick second and was unanimously approved. That check is enclosed.
My suggestion is that each TPA chapter
be encouraged to look deeply into their
individual financial situation and determine
how they can best support the Journal Publication Fund. Better yet, if each of our TPA officers and board members would introduce
a motion at their respective home clubs to
support the fund, I’m sure it would bring in
more donations than if left up to the clubs to
respond to the TPA’s need. The officer would
offer a suggested donation amount as part
of the motion, which should avoid the token

$10 or $20.
Everyone in our club has praised the new
version of The Texas Philatelist. The changes
that were envisioned by Douglas Moss and
Arthur von Reyn, and the numerous refinements that have been implemented, have
resulted in a very attractive and useful journal that contains news and information for
every TPA member. Our club has pledged its
whole-hearted support.
Although I cannot be of any assistance
physically, I am happy to do anything I possibly can by pen or vocally, Please find also
enclosed my personal check for $100.
Ray Whyborn (4215)
Seymour, TX
(Letters may be sent to: TP Editor, 305
Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830,
e-mail tpeditor@sbcglobal.net. Submissions
may be edited for length and clarity.)
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editor’s notes
TPA journal nabs gold medal award at NAPEX
By Douglas Moss
There is some great news about The Texas Philatelist to share with you this time around.
Volume 55 of this publication, meaning the 2007 issues, was entered in the periodical division
of the literature class competition at the 2008 National Philatelic Exhibition of Washington,
D.C. (NAPEX). The judges thought that the journal was of sufficient quality to garner a gold
medal at the show! This is the second year the journal has been entered at NAPEX; it won a
silver medal in 2007. This time, the judges gave the journal a score of 88%—a score of 85%
or better is recognized as a gold medal. The judges’ critique is available on the TPA website
at: http://www.texasphilatelic.org/resources/journals/2007/NAPEX.pdf.
A big “thank you” goes out to all the TPA members who contributed to the content of
the journal in 2007. Without your help, the journal would not have shown so much of an
improvement over 2006. There are two 2008 issues remaining for you to make an impact
this year. Members planning to attend the Greater Houston Stamp Show are invited to stop
by the TPA recruitment table and drop off an article.
Some other good news I have to share concerns the TPA Youth Holiday Stamp Design
Contest. As was reported in the last issue of The Texas Philatelist, Jane King Fohn decided the
time had come for someone else to handle this tradition. So, the kind folks at the Dallas-Park
Cities Philatelic Society have taken on the challenge of running the contest. Please see the
next page of this journal for more information about the annual event, and encourage a
youngster in your life to enter in 2008!

STAMP COLLECTIONS WANTED
I am always interested in buying collections and estates of United
States and Foreign Stamps and Covers. For larger collections, I
will visit you. I can offer many years of experience as a professional
stamp dealer in Texas (call
for a free copy of my book
Fifty Years of Texas Philately).
You will find that I treat both you
and your stamps with the respect
and courtesy you deserve.

Charles Deaton

P.O. Box 2465
Fredericksburg, TX 78624-1922
Phone (713) 927-9948
cwdeaton@aol.com
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FROM JUNE-OCTOBER
Contact me on Cape Cod:
P.O. Box 2836
Orleans, MA 02653
Phone (508) 240-2683

DPCPS to conduct annual youth contest
By Douglas Moss
he Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society
(DPCPS), Texas Philatelic Association
Chapter 40, has agreed to take on the task
of conducting the 2008 TPA Youth Holiday
Stamp Design Contest.
The committee for the 20th annual contest
consists of Douglas Moss, Jerold Plumb and
Sheena Bosworth. The DPCPS membership
will serve as judges of the competition.
Since 1986, the Youth Holiday Stamp
Design Contest has been an integral part of
the TPA’s mission to encourage children to
collect stamps. Jane King Fohn, past TPA
president and former editor of The Texas Philatelist, established the contest and conducted
it for 18 years.
The winners of the contest are recognized
each year in a feature article in the November/
December issue of The Texas Philatelist, with
the best overall artwork appearing on the journal’s cover. In addition, the first, second and
third place contestants receive stamp albums,
covers, philatelic literature and other collecting
supplies. At the least, a packet of 100 stamps
is sent to every child who enters.
Each TPA member can help out in regards
to a great need for several hundred stamp
packets by meeting the “100-Stamp Challenge.” The challenge involves assembling a
group of 100 different, off-paper stamps, either
all United States or all foreign. The stamps
should preferably be undamaged, colorful
commemorative that kids would like. Just slip
them loose inside a regular envelope and send
it to the address at the end of this article. Be
sure there’s a return address for an automatic
entry into a drawing for a 2009 Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps.
Members can earn extra entries into the
drawing be assembling multiple glassine
packets of 100 different stamps. Each packet
received earns one drawing entry.
Donations of other philatelic material,
such as first day covers and collecting supplies,

T

Alyssa Vargas’ artwork depicting a “horse, her foal,
a sheep, an angel and the manger with Jesus” appeared on the cover of the November-December
2007 issue of The Texas Philatelist.

are also appreciated and being accepted.
The annual contest includes Christmas,
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Ramadan or any
other winter holiday that the youth’s family
recognizes. The contest is open to all junior
philatelists, 18 years old or younger, regardless
of state or country of residence.
All that’s required is to design a stamp in
color or black-and-white on white paper, and
to combine philatelic with Christmas or other
holiday themes. Entrants should include the
name of the country and denomination in
the stamp design. Each entry should include
the contestant’s name, address, age, collecting
interest, and a brief explanation of the artwork.
Membership in the TPA or a stamp club is not
required to participate and win.
Although an official entry form is not required, a form is now available for download
from www.texasphilatelic.org by clicking on
the “Holiday Stamp Design Contest” icon
near the bottom of the home page.
Donations of stamps for the packets
should be sent as soon as possible to 100Stamp Challenge, Jerold Plumb, 421 Daniel
St., Richardson, Texas 75080-4507, but must
be received no later than September 1 for donor entry into the drawing. Other donations
and contest entries may be sent to the same
address. The deadline for receipt of contest
entries is October 1, 2008.
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EVERY TPA MEMBER IS ASKED TO
HELP SUPPORT THE ANNUAL

YOUTH HOLIDAY
STAMP DESIGN CONTEST
BY DONATING JUST 100 STAMPS!
It’s easy! Just gather together 100 different, off paper
stamps, either all United States or all foreign, and
preferably large commemoratives that kids would like, and
slip them in a regular envelope that is addressed to:

100-Stamp Challenge
c/o Jerold Plumb
421 Daniel St.
Richardson, TX 75080-4507

WIN A SCOTT U.S. CATALOGUE!
Don’t forget to write your return address on the envelope
in order to be automatically entered into a drawing for
a 2009 Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States
Stamps and Covers, to be given away in November! Odds
of winning determined by the number of entries received.
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The case of the returned first flight letter
By Lou David Allen
ost passengers buckling into their seats
on an American Airlines flight are
unaware of the airline’s rich history. One fascinating historical event can be gleaned from
an rather unattractive first flight cover that
nevertheless documents the company’s initial
foray into international passenger service.
The illustrated cover in this article was
carried on the American Overseas Airlines’
inaugural commercial flight on October
24, 1945, from Boston, Massachusetts, to
London, via Gander, Newfoundland, and
Foynes, Ireland.
American Overseas Airlines was a company formed after American Airlines acquired
American Export Airlines in July 1945 and
merged it with its international division.
American Overseas Airlines operated until
1950, when it was sold to rival Pan American
World Airways.
This first flight cover features the blue 30¢
stamp (Scott #C30) from the 1941 Transport
series, a set that also included 6¢, 10¢, 15¢,
20¢, and 50¢ denominations. The depicted
plane, a twin motored transport in flight, is not
any real aircraft of the time, but is an artist’s
interpretation. It does resemble the Douglas
DC-2, but it exhibits a twin tail rather than

M

the mono plane of the DC-2. Incidentally, I
still have my toy metal model of the DC-2 that
my parents gave me in the 1940s.
As was previously mentioned, the cover
celebrates the first commercial flight from
Boston to London. The flight carried the
first mail dispatched from the United States
direct to Europe on Foreign Air Mail (F.A.M.)
Route 24. Later, after the sale of American
Overseas Airlines to Pan American, the flight
would become part of F.A.M. Route 18. These
F.A.M. routes were very important to the
airlines, providing them with much needed
income and cargo from the U.S. Post Office
Department.
The details of the flight are given on the
back side of the cover. The flagship for the
flight was the Douglas DC-4, a four engine
transport.
Several things about this cover pique one’s
curiosity. While there are many details handwritten or marked outside the cover about the
flight details, the contents are no help. Yes, a
folded piece of paper was discovered inside,
but it turned out to be blank; apparently it was
used as a stiffener. Additionally, the return address appeared very clear, perhaps it was carefully written to ensure that the sender received
the letter back should it be undeliverable.

This first flight cover commemorates the first flight between Boston and London via American Overseas
Airlines. Note the Boston origination postmark and the simple purple arrival marking.
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On the back side of the cover is this bluish marking commemorating the flight.

The addressee existed but the address did
not.
I encourage collectors to scour garage
sales, resale shops, antique shops and other
repositories where treasure covers may lurk.
Some of them will be mysterious and require
a great deal of research to get to the bottom
of their mystery.
A few, including the first flight cover that
is the subject of this article, may need to be
referred to someone who resides at 221B
Baker Street!
References:

One mystery is why the cover was returned with the message “unable to deliver”
“American Airlines History.” American Airlines.
handwritten in pencil. Today, an address of May 2008. 1 June 2008 <http://www.aa.com/content/
24-26 Pall Mall exists, according a search on amrcorp/corporateInformation/facts/history.jhtml>.
the Royal Mail website. But without a trip to
Juell, Rodney and Steven Rod, eds. Encyclopedia
London, I have no idea what is actually there of United States Stamps and Stamp Collecting. Minneapolis: United States Stamp Society, 2006.
these days.
“Find an Address.” Royal Mail. 30 June 2008
An attempt to research the address through
<http://postcode.royalmail.com/portal/rm/po
a London library resulted in no such address
stcodefinder?catId=400145&pageId=pcaf_pc_
existing in 1945. Perhaps the building at that search&gear=postcode>.
location was cratered during one or more of
Nail, Dr. Perham C. et al, eds. American Air Mail
the German bombing raids.
Catalogue, Volume Four. 5th Ed. Washington, DC:
A friend suggested that I send a letter to American Air Mail Society, 1981.
Gray, C.G. Jane’s All the World’s Aircraft, 1938.
26 Pall Mall, enclosing a SASE and a note
explaining that I was writing an article about New York: Arco Publishing Co., 2000.
About the Author: This is the fifth article for
an American first flight cover. About four
weeks after doing so, I received my letter back, The Texas Philatelist by Lou David Allen, who
enjoys locating covers in non-philatelic channels
unopened.
One wonders if A.M. Stevens sent a letter and then researching them.
to an address he knew
would result in nondelivery, thus providing for its return at no
additional charge, and
making a nice addition
to his collection.
This cover was among
the items in a small collection purchased from
a resale shop in Dallas.
Within that accumulation was another letter
dated later to another
person whose name was Mailing this letter to the address written on the 1945 first flight cover, as
Bounds, but not Thelma. shown on the preceding page, failed to solve any mysteries.
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2008 Greater Houston
Stamp Show
62nd Annual Exhibition
of the Houston Philatelic Society

SEPTEMBER 19-21, 2008
Humble Civic Center
8233 Will Clayton Parkway
Humble, Texas

(Exit U.S. Highway 59 at Will Clayton Parkway and go East)
Friday and Saturday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

F 1200 Pages of Exhibits F
F 33-Dealer Bourse
F
F Beginners’ Booth
F
F Prize Drawings
F
F Sam Houston
F
Philatelics Auction		

Barbecue Awards Dinner
USPS Sales Counter
Special Cancellation
Cacheted Cover
TPA and other Philatelic
Society Meetings

For an exhibits prospectus or other information, write to Greater Houston
Stamp Show, P.O. Box 690042, Houston, TX 77269-0042 or visit the official
website www.houstonstampclub.org.
The official Show Hotel is the Hampton Inn, located at 20515 Highway 59
North (at Will Clayton Parkway) in Humble. A limited number of rooms are available at the special show rate of $79.00 per night plus tax for single or double
occupancy, including a free hot continental breakfast and shuttle service to and
from the airport and the show site. The special rate expires September 4, 2008,
or when all the rooms are sold, whichever occurs first. For reservations, call
(281) 446-4800 and mention “Houston Stamp Show Party.”

Sponsored by the Houston Philatelic Society
P.O. Box 690042, Houston, TX 77269-0452

Lyndon B. Johnson exemplified the Texas spirit
By Arthur P. von Reyn
yndon Baines Johnson, whose birth centennial is celebrated this year, is one of
only two native-born Texans to have served
as president of the United States. Unlike
Dwight D. Eisenhower, whose family moved
from Texas to Kansas when Dwight was a
toddler, Lyndon B. Johnson did little to dispel
the notion that independence, self-assurance
and bravado are typical traits of the Lone Star
State’s residents.
Johnson, or “LBJ” as he was popularly
known, was propelled into the presidency
upon the death of John F. Kennedy in 1963.
His success in building “A Great Society” for
the American people was later clouded by
racial discord, plus declining public support
for American involvement in what had begun
in previous administrations as a “police action”
to prevent a Communist takeover of South
Vietnam.
The future president was born on August
27, 1908, in a three-room house near Johnson
City, a town his family helped settle. It’s no surprise he had a political future. His father, Sam

L

Ealy Johnson, Jr., was a state representative
and his mother, the former Rebekah Baines,
was the daughter of a state legislator. With five
children to support, the parents struggled due
to Sam having earlier lost a considerable sum
in cotton speculation.
Johnson worked his way through Southwest Texas State Teachers College in San
Marcos, and while pursuing his studies there,
taught predominately Mexican-American
children at a school in Cotulla, where he
learned firsthand about the extreme poverty
some minorities faced.
After graduation from college in 1930, he
briefly taught school in Houston, but became
quickly immersed in politics, participating
in the congressional campaign of Democrat
Richard Kleberg and then being asked to
become one of Kleberg’s legislative assistants
in Washington. For two years beginning in
1935, he served as director of the National
Youth Administration in Texas, but returned
to politics and won his own seat in the U.S.
House of Representatives in 1937, assisted by
the former Claudia “Lady Bird” Taylor, whom

Lyndon B. Johnson was one of five children born to Sam Ealy Johnson, Jr., and Rebekah Baines. This cover
is dated August 27, 1986, appearing on what would have been the 36th president’s 78th birthday. He
suddenly passed away from an heart attack in 1973, at the age of 64.
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Five days after President John F. Kennedy’ assassination, Johnson challenged a joint session of Congress
to pass bills Kennedy had favored, including what became the landmark Civil Rights Act of 1964.

he married in 1934.
While in Congress, Johnson was befriended by a fellow Texan, the legendary Sam
Rayburn. In 1941, Johnson ran unsuccessfully
for a Senate seat in a special election and then
became the first sitting member of Congress to
enter into active duty, serving for six months
as a naval lieutenant commander and winning
a Silver Star in the South Pacific.

After six terms in the House of Representatives, Johnson ran for the U.S. Senate,
narrowly winning a fraud-ridden Democratic
primary by 87 votes out of 988,000 cast, and
earning the nickname “Landslide Lyndon.”
Johnson went on to spend a dozen years
in the U.S. Senate, becoming the youngestever minority whip in 1951, minority leader
in 1953 and finally, majority leader when the
Democrats regained
control in 1955.
At the 1956 Democratic convention,
Johnson garnered 80
votes as a “favorite son”
candidate for president.
A genuine run for the
presidency in 1960 resulted in a loss of the
Democratic nomination to the youthful
John F. Kennedy, by a
first ballot vote of 809
to 409. Unexpectedly,
Johnson accepted the
Lyndon Baines Johnson was the second native-born Texan to serve as a U.S.
president, Dwight D. Eisenhower preceding him. However, Eisenhower’s fam- number two spot on the
ily moved from Texas to Kansas when Dwight was age two. (Photo courtesy ballot, and was elected
of Lyndon Baines Johnson Library and Museum, Austin, Texas)
vice president.
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est popular margin in
Like many of his
American history. Howpredecessors, Johnson
ever, one event late in
learned being number
the summer of 1964
two was a far cry from
forebode a premature
number one. He was
end to his presidency;
tossed busywork while
North Vietnamese gunhis prodigious knowlboats allegedly attacked
edge of the workings
U.S. destroyers in the
of Congress were under
Gulf of Tonkin, resulting
utilized at a time the
in Congress overwhelmKennedy agenda was
President Johnson has appeared on about a
foundering. His presence dozen foreign issues, including this one from ingly passing the Gulf
was merely tolerated by Liberia. He is the “grayed” background figure of Tonkin Resolution,
which allowed the presithe Kennedys and the at right, behind Kennedy.
“eastern establishment,” who disdained this dent to conduct a war in Vietnam without a
six-foot, three-inch Texan, with his drawl and formal declaration of war.
During his second term, Johnson successsomewhat crude sense of humor.
With the assassination of Kennedy on fully pushed most of his Great Society agenda
November 22, 1963, in Dallas, Johnson was though a sympathetic Congress. The most
sworn in as president. Five days later, before a extensive social legislation since the 1930s, it
joint session of Congress, he urged the enact- was promoted as a “war on poverty,” fought
ment of President Kennedy’s stalled agenda, with programs like Head Start for preschool
particularly a new civil rights act and a tax children and the Job Corps for the unemcut. The landmark Civil Rights Act of 1964 ployed, urban renewal projects, and assistance
was signed into law less than seven months to economically depressed areas. In addition,
later, outlawing segregation in schools, public Medicare and Medicaid were created to help
places, and em- the elderly and the poor. The Voting Rights
Act of 1965 outlawed poll taxes, literacy tests,
ployment.
I n t h e and other methods of discouraging blacks
s p r i n g o f from voting.
The space race with the U.S.S.R. neared
1964, he challenged the na- its climax during the Johnson administration.
tion “to build Johnson told three astronauts who were orbita great society, ing the moon in December 1968, “You’ve
a place where taken ... all of us, all over the world, into a
the meaning new era...”
Progress towards the Great Society for
of man’s life
matches the African-Americans failed to come quickly
m a r v e l s o f enough, resulting in increased radicalism and
man’s labor.” demands for black power. Beginning in 1965,
In that year’s and continuing until almost the end of the
Postal emissions related to election, he
decade, large-scale race riots broke out in a
President Johnson’s “Great overwhelmed
number of American cities.
Society” agenda were few. This
During the 1964 campaign, Johnson labeled
r
i
v
a
l
B
a
r
r
y
1967 stamp touches upon the
his opponent a warmonger and promised not
sort of urban renewal projects G o l d w a t e r
it was believed would remake by 15 million
to increase the American presence in Vietnam,
American cities.
votes, the wid- which then numbered 23,500. Continuing
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The escalation of the war in Vietnam proved to be Lyndon’s Johnson’s undoing. The Tet Offensive, launched
by the Vietcong on January 30, 1968 was a military disaster for the enemy, but nonetheless convinced
many Americans there was no “light at the end of the tunnel” as to the war’s end.

Vietcong attacks forced his hand. By the end
of 1965, the number was up to 180,000. The
troop numbers continued to escalate, eventually reaching 550,000; all the while some
commanders and politicians claimed to see the
“light at the end of the tunnel.” But on January 30, 1968, the Vietcong launched the Tet
Offensive. The campaign was an unmitigated
military disaster for the enemy—45,000 of an
estimated 60,000 Vietcong participants died—
but it did galvanize growing public discontent
in America for a seemingly interminable war,
especially among
youths likely to
be drafted into
fighting it.
Early in
1968, Senators
Eugene McCarthy and Robert
F. Kennedy both
announced bids
for the Democratic nomination, the ultimate
affront to a sitting president.

With support for his presidency seeming to
implode, on March 31,1968, Johnson announced in a televised speech to the nation
that he was limiting the bombing of North
Vietnam, would enter into peace talks, and
most shockingly, “I shall not seek, and I will
not accept, the nomination of my party for
another term as your president.”
The chaotic year of 1968 also saw the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. on April
4, and then Robert F. Kennedy two months
later. The 1968 Democratic convention will

These two stamps provide only indirect evidence
that a war was being fought in Vietnam, with the
former reminiscent of some of the American patriotic stamp issues of World War II, and the latter being designed for use on parcels to soldiers overseas,
with Vietnam being the primary destination.
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After leaving office, Johnson retired to his ranch near Stonewall, where he worked on his memoirs and
plans for his presidential library, which opened in 1971. True to LBJ’s populist spirit, The Lyndon B.
Johnson Library and Museum is the only such facility that does not charge admission fees.

forever be remembered more for the anti-war
riots outside the convention hall rather than
the selection of Hubert Humphrey as the
party’s nominee.
After the inauguration of Richard Nixon as
president, Johnson retired to his ranch outside
of Stonewall, where he wrote his memoirs and
worked on plans for his presidential library,
which opened in 1971. He died suddenly of a
heart attack at his ranch on January 22, 1973,
less than a week before an accord was signed
to end the Vietnam War.
Johnson has had just two U.S. philatelic
tributes thus far, an eight-cent commemora-

President Johnson’s wife, “Lady Bird,” who passed
away in 2007 at the age of 95, championed beautification of the nation’s cities and highways, resulting in this 1966 emission.
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tive issued on his birthday in 1973 (Scott
#1503) and a 22-cent single included on one
of the Presidents souvenir sheets issued at
the AMERIPEX ‘86 International Philatelic
Exhibition (Scott #2219i).
While the Scott Standard Postage Stamp
Catalogue only lists his appearance on foreign
stamps from South Korea, Liberia and El Salvador, he pops up on a number of “unlisted” topical issues from Aden (Kathiri State), Ajman,
Fujeira, Jordan, Khor Fakkan, Mahra, Panama,
Paraguay, Ras Al Khaima, and Sharjah.
Beginning with Johnson’s swearing in
on Air Force One in Dallas on November
22, 1963, a number of a cachets have been
prepared to note significant events during his
presidency. Occasionally since his passing,
special cancels relating to his presidency have
been made available for collectors.
When the author of this article contacted
the media representative at the Lyndon Baines
Johnson Library and Museum in Austin, and
U.S. postal service representatives at Johnson
City and Stonewall, it was discovered philately
was not included in plans to honor Johnson’s
legacy on his 100th birthday. Efforts have since
been initiated to obtain a special cancel, at least

for the Library and Museum, and the results will be reported in
a future edition of The Texas Philatelist. The author extends his
thanks to Douglas C. Moss for providing several covers used to
illustrate this article.
REFERENCES:
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“Johnson, Lady Bird.” Encyclopædia Britannica. Ultimate Reference
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Huffington Post. 31 March 2008. 30 June 2008 <http://www.huffingtonpost.
com/robert-schlesinger/i-shall-not-seek-and-i-_b_94339.html>.
“South Vietnamese Troubles,” Radical Times: The Antiwar Movement
of the 1960s. 16 August 1999. 30 June 2008 <http://library.thinkquest.
org/27942/vietnamwar/war4.htm>.
Taylor, James C. “Texas Philatelic Checklist.” TexasPhilatelic.org. Ed.
Arthur P. von Reyn, 12 August 2006. 30 June 2008 <http://www.texasphilatelic.org/resources/texaschecklist.pdf>.
“The U.S. Goes to War,” Radical Times: The Antiwar Movement of the
1960s. 16 August 1999. 30 June 2008 <http://library.thinkquest.org/27942/
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The mid- to late1960s was one
of the more turbulent eras of
modern American history with
racial riots in a major cities and
violent protests over involvement in the Vietnam war. This
Law and Order stamp was issued three months before the
chaotic 1968 Democratic National Convention, which President Johnson didn’t attend.
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texas connection
Tales of the South Pacific author became a Texan
By Douglas Moss
Writer James Michener is best known
for works of epic proportions. His first novel,
published in 1947 when he was 40 years old,
was Tales of the South Pacific. Based on his
observations as a U.S. Navy historian during
World War II, the book landed him a Pulitzer
Prize the following year. The Broadway songwriting duo of
Richard Rodgers
and Oscar Hammerstein transformed the book
into 1949’s smash
Broadway musical South Pacific,
featuring opera
James A. Michener received star Enzio Pinza
a postal tribute on a Distin- and Weatherford,
guished Americans stamp Texas, native Mary
issued May 12 of this year.
Martin.
In 1958, South Pacific was adapted into
a popular Hollywood movie with Rossano
Brazzi, Mitzi Gaynor and John Kerr. However,
The Bridges at Toko-Ri, a Korean War tale, was
the first film based on a Michener novel.
Released in 1954 with the same title as the
book, it starred William Holden, Grace Kelly
and Mickey Rooney.
While a hit Broadway show and a couple
of movies, all based on best-selling novels,
might be more than enough to make a career
for any author, Michener later became noted
for his larger-than-life historical fiction novels,
ones that usually ran more than 900 pages.
Michener and his staff of secretaries and
assistants would usually tackle one subject
and spend years researching historical facts
before a work was published.
Examples of his historical novels are:
Hawaii, Chesapeake, Centennial, The Covenant, Space, Poland, Mexico, Legacy, and
Alaska. Some were made into television
mini-series.
18 The Texas Philatelist July-August 2008

Michener was born in 1907. For years, he
claimed he was left at an orphanage in New
York City and then adopted shortly after birth
by Mabel Michener. According to John Hayes,
author of James A. Michener: A Biography, the
story was contrived because Mabel was his
unwed birth mother.
Growing up in Doylestown, Pennsylvania
in a strict, but impoverished Quaker household, he learned a work ethic that translated
into a 365 day-a-year lifestyle.
He began stamp collecting as a boy;
the small images inspired in him two ways,
a wanderlust that would send him around
the globe for decades, and also an eye for
art, he later amassed a respectable collection
of 20th century contemporary American
paintings.
After receiving a Bachelor of Arts degree
from Swarthmore College in 1929, he traveled, worked as a schoolmaster, and continued to study. In 1935, he was graduated
from the University of Northern Colorado
with a M.A., teaching there as a professor
from 1936-40. He served as a visiting professor at Harvard’s School of Education prior to
enlisting in the Navy after the U.S. entered
World War II.
Following the success of Tales of the
South Pacific, Michener kept a home in Bucks
County, Pennsylvania, but crisscrossed the
globe, researching not only his historical
fiction novels, but more than 80 nonfiction
articles and book reviews for Reader’s Digest,
Life magazine, Saturday Evening Post, the New
York Times, and many other newspapers and
magazines.
Naturally, an author of Michener’s magnitude would eventually tackle the history
of the great state of Texas. Encouraged by
Governor Bill Clements, Michener came to
Austin in 1982 to do just that. He was given
an office at the University of Texas and a
home in the state’s capital. The result was

Texas, published in 1985.
Five years later, he wrote a
shorter novel about Sam
Houston and Santa Ana
entitled The Eagle and the
Raven. He was eventually
appointed to the faculty
of the Austin campus as
an “emeritus professor.”
M i c h e n e r ’s h i s His relationship with
torical fiction tome
Texas wa s p u b - Texas and the University
lished in 1985.
of Texas lasted until his
passing in 1997. The University of Texas received $30 million from Michener to establish
a creative writing program. The James A.
Michener Center for Writers is housed in the
historic J. Frank Dobie House next to campus.
Michener and his third wife, Mari, are buried
at the Texas State Cemetery. Their epitaph
reads “Longtime Residents and Friends of
Texas.”
Michener remained an avid philatelist throughout his life and served on the
Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee from
1978-1987.
Michener was honored on a 59-cent
stamp issued May 12, 2008, for the twoounce. first-class mail letter rate. The stamp
is the first in the Distinguished American
series to feature full color of the scratchboard
technique of artist Mark Summers.

While Michener is wearing a Hawaiian
lei on this stamp, a cowboy hat would have
been just as suitable.
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Summer Auction 2008 bidding ends Aug. 16
By Gil Weiser
his is the third auction effort on behalf of the Texas Philatelic Association and the Oklahoma Philatelic Society; we hope that with your participation as a buyer, this auction will
be our most successful yet.
Bids for the items listed below will be accepted only from TPA and OPS members. Please see
the “Rules and Bid Form” at the end of this lot listing for bidding instructions and an explanation of the abbreviations and symbols used below. Unless otherwise noted, catalogue numbers
and valuations are from the 2008 or 2009 Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue, 2008 Scott
Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps and Covers, or recent editions of Scott Stamp Monthly.
Refer to these publications for grading standards, particularly on older issues.
Images of lots not shown in this publication are available on the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.
org, with the exception of Lot No. 60 and Lots No. 69 - No. 73. The presence or absence of an
image in this publication relating to a particular lot does not reflect on an item’s desirability.
Please pay special attention to lots designated with a check mark () after the lot number.
These lots have been donated to benefit the TPA Foundation, so spirited bidding is especially
encouraged. Thanks to TPA members John Goertz and Romaine Flanagin, and to Ted Reall of
Pawtucket, Rhode Island for their contribution of these lots, many of which have considerable
value and desirability. This auction closes August 16. Good Luck!

T

Lot
No.

Description
UNITED STATES

1.

 #283, 10¢ Orange Brown, NH, VF; Cat.
value $160.00...................................MB $80.00

2.

 #343, 1¢ Green imperforate pair, NH, VF;
Cat. value $20.00...............................MB $5.00

3.

 #413, 2¢ Carmine, paste-up coil pair, plate
number 5839 under paste-up, NH, F-VF; 2000
Durland Cat. value $300.00.............MB $75.00

4.

 #537, 3¢ Victory, NH, F-VF; Cat. value
$20.00................................................MB $5.00

5.

 #623, 17¢ Black, NH, F-VF; Cat. value
$25.00..............................................MB $11.00

6.

 #651, 2¢ George Rogers Clark, plate block of
six, NH, VG-F; Cat. value $20.00........MB $4.00

7.

 #745, 6¢ Crater Lake, plate block of six,
right two stamps are partially separated, thin and
crease in bottom selvage, condition as single
stamps is VF; Cat. value $15.00..........MB $2.00

8.

 #770, 3¢ Mr. Rainier souvenir sheet,
some slight GD or very light hinge marks, FVF; Cat. value $30.00......................MB $12.00

9.

 #834, $5.00 Carmine and Black, NH, VF;
Cat. value $90.00.............................MB $30.00

10.

 #1053, $5.00 Black, NH, F-VF; Cat. value
$57.50..............................................MB $30.00

11.

 #1519, 10¢ Red and Blue, coil pair misperf.,
rough edges at left, VF; Cat. value ?...MB $5.00
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Lot
No.

Description

12.  #1612, $5.00 Tan, Red Brown, Yellow and
Orange, NH, XF; Cat. value $8.50.....MB $5.00
13.  #2122a, $10.75 Eagle and Half Moon booklet pane of 3, ink flaked from left stamp due
to removal from booklet, right stamp has some
black ink residue on back, no defects in middle
stamp, NH, VF; Cat. value $60.00....MB $32.00
14.  #2624-29, Columbian souvenir sheets, in
original USPS packaging, NH, VF; Cat. value
$29.35..............................................MB $20.00
15.  #2875, $8.00 Bureau of Engraving and Printing Centenary souvenir sheet, NH, VF; Cat. value
$16.00.......................................................... MB $9.00
16.  #2967, 32¢ Marilyn Monroe mini-sheet of
20, NH, VF; Cat. value $22.50..........MB $8.00
17.  #4075, $8.00 2006 Washington World Philatelic Exhibition souvenir sheet, NH, VF; Cat. value $16.00..................................................... MB $9.00
18.  #C6, 24¢ Carmine, small spot DG, HR, VF;
Cat. value $80.00.............................MB $65.00
19.  #C12, 5¢ Violet, beautiful copy, NH, EF;
Cat. value $18.00.............................MB $10.00
20.  #C21, 20¢ Green, NH, VF; Cat. value
$11.00.................................................MB $6.00
21.  #C22, 50¢ Carmine, NH, F-VF; Cat. value
$11.00.................................................MB $6.00
22.  #F1, 10¢ Ultramarine, very faint magenta
cancel, F-VF; Cat. value $9.00..........MB $5.00

Lot
No.
23.

Description

« #RW54, $10.00 Redhead Ducks, NH, VF;
Cat. value $17.50.............................MB $10.00
24.  #RW73b, $15.00 Ross’ Goose, mini-sheetlet
with signatures of artist and engraver, NH, VF; Cat.
value $195.00.........................................MB $150.00
25.  #BK117//131//138, 6¢+2¢, 13¢+9¢, 18¢+6¢
booklets, NH, VF; Cat. value $12.75...... MB $4.00
26.  #BKC9, 8¢ Red airmail booklet, NH, F;
Cat. value $22.50...............................MB $5.00
27
#1070, 3¢ Atoms for Peace, black-and-white
publicity photo; Est. value ?...............MB $5.00
CANAL ZONE
28.  #9-11, 1¢ Green and two 2¢ Rose overprints, F-VF; Cat. value $10.25........MB $3.00
29.  #12-13//16-17, 5¢ Blue, 10¢ Yellow, 1¢ on
20¢ Violet, and 2¢ on 1p Lake overprints, FVF; Cat. value $20.60........................MB $4.50
30.  #J9//J19, 10¢ on 10¢ Olive Brown and 2¢
Carmine Rose overprints, black blotch cancel
on #J19, F-VF; Cat. value $9.00.......MB $3 .00
31.  #U9, 2¢ Carmine entire, VF; Cat. value
$27.50..............................................MB $13.00
32.  #U13, 3¢ on 2¢ Carmine entire, VF; Cat.
value $25.00.....................................MB $10.00
PHILIPPINES
33.  #U8, 2¢ Carmine entire, flap is stuck down,
VF; Cat. value $4.00..........................MB $2.00
RYUKYU ISLANDS
34.  #18, 3y Establishment of Government of
Ryukyu Islands, nice CDS cancel, VF; Cat.
value $40.00.....................................MB $12.00
CONFEDERATE STATES
35.  #12, 10¢ Blue, block of four, VF; Cat. value $60.00..........................................MB $20.00
UNITED NATIONS
36.  #38, 10th Anniversary souvenir sheet, first
printing, F-VF; Cat. value $120.00.....MB $75.00
U.S. FIRST DAY AND SPECIAL COVERS
37.  #2902B, 2904A, 2906, 2910, 2912A,
2915B, on computer designed FDC for TEXPEX 1996; Est. value $15.00.............MB $5.00
38.  Five different rocket launches, 1960-62
era, three with related newspaper clippings;
Est. value $?.....................................MB $10.00
39.  Five different rocket launches, 1960-62
era, two with related newspaper clippings; Est.
value $?............................................MB $10.00
40.  Five different rocket launches/space,
1961-64 era, includes Interplanetary Monitoring Platform, one with related newspaper clipping, Est. value $?............................MB $10.00

Lot
No.

Description

 Five different rocket launches/space,
1961-64 era, includes satellite Nimbus, three
with related newspaper clippings, Est. value
$?......................................................MB $10.00
42.  Five different space related, 1963-73
era, consists of Mariner 9, PARKFOREX
IX “To the Moon,” and salutes to Astronauts
Gordon Cooper, Alan Bean and J.A. McDivitt/E.H. White II, Est. value $?......MB $5.00
AITUTAKI
43.  #5, 6p Red, rough perfs typical of this issue,
F-VF; Cat. value $27.50.....................MB $7.00
CRETE
overprint,
44.  #J25-26, 1d and 2d with
no gum, F-VF; Cat. value $55.00........MB $8.00
CROATIA
45.  #B1-2, 1.50d+1.50d and 4d+3d with gold
overprints and tabs, NH, VF; Cat. value
$26.00..............................................MB $10.00
DENMARK
46.  #68, 50o Dull Violet, NH, F; Cat. value
$52.50................................................MB $5.00
FRANCE
47.  #3, 20¢ Black on yellowish, grill cancel,
VF; Cat. value $40.00......................MB $10.00
48.  #64, 1¢ Green on greenish, two CDS cancels, F-VF; Cat. value $60.00..........MB $12.00
49.  #75, 75¢ Carmine on rose, CDS cancel, F;
Cat. value $10.00......................................NMB
50.  #135, 20¢ Brown violet, CDS cancel, F;
Cat. value $10.50......................................NMB
51.  #220-25, International Exhibition of
Decorative Modern Art, all are used except
#221 which is LH with small crease, F-VF; Cat.
value $8.80................................................NMB
FRENCH SOUTHERN & ANTARCTIC TERR.
52.  #31, WHO Anniversary, LH, VF; Cat. value $65.00..........................................MB $25.00
GREAT BRITAIN
53.  #223, 5sh Britannia, heavy parcel cancel,
some nibbed and short perfs., VF; Cat. value
$100.00............................................MB $15.00
HUNGARY
54.  #B18-34, 3f-5k 1914 Surcharges complete
except for 10f value, 1f has short perfs at right,
60f has torn corner and short perfs at top, and
1k has slight thin at top, HR, F-VF; Cat. value
136.80..............................................MB $60.00
41.

LOT LISTING CONTINUED ON PAGE 25.
ILLUSTRATIONS OF SELECTED ITEMS
APPEAR ON PAGES 22-24
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JAPAN
 #417-21, 3rd National Athletic Meet,
#418-21 are singles instead of block, #418
has HR, #419-21 are LH, F; Cat. value
$36.50..............................................MB $12.00
KOREA
56.  #227-28 Pres. Syngman Rhee 3rd Inauguration, NH, EF; Cat. value $70.00........MB $15.00
57.  #265-67 Christmas and New Year, NH, FVF; Cat. value $13.60........................MB $4.00
LAOS
58.  #77-91, Post Office, Freedom from Hunger, Red Cross, Human Rights and Nubia
Monuments issues, miniature sheets not included, NH, VF; Cat. value $10.75....MB $5.00
LATVIA
59.  #CB1-2, Rainis Memorial Fund, NH, VF;
Cat. value $20.00.............................MB $10.00
MAURITANIA
60.  #344-35, 404, 413, C164-68, C181, C191,
O12-18 plus two unlisted, NH, F-VF; Cat. value $16.00............................................MB $2.00
NIUE
61.  #13, 1sh Orange red, red-violet fiscal cancel, rough perfs typical of this issue, F; Cat. value $40.00..........................................MB $10.00
62.  #28, 6p Carmine rose, neat CDS cancel, F;
Cat. value $26.00...............................MB $7.00
RAS AL KHAIMA
63.  Minkus #205-06, 5r International Philatelic Exhibition Mexico high value and 3r minisheet, gold foil, VF; Cat. value?........MB $20.00
TURKEY
64.  #34, 25pi Dull rose, misperforated, HR,
VG; Cat. value $40.00.......................MB $5.00
65.  #35, 10pa Dark lilac, square cancel, blunt
perfs. at top and left, F; Cat. value $25.00......MB
$5.00
66.  #51, 2pi on 2pi Reddish brown, missing perf. at top right, HR, F-VF; Cat. value
$40.00................................................MB $5.00
67.
 #52, 5pi on 5 pi Gray blue, missing perf at
lower left, VF; Cat. value $50.00.......MB $5.00
VATICAN CITY
68.  #C16, 250l Black, light CDS cancel, barely visible color bleeding from airmail envelope,
F-VF; Cat. value $10.00.....................MB $5.00
COLLECTIONS AND MISCELLANEOUS
69. GREAT BRITAIN, GPO Postal Bulletin, some
years complete, others fully missing. All Machin
Head stamp information has been removed. Includes indexes for some years and eight binders;
Shipping weight is 16 1pounds....................NMB
55.

70.   KOREA, 166 different stamps mounted
on stock pages. Half of value is in 22 1957-59
mint issues plus used #7, which is only stamp
not in the 1945-76 period covered by this collection; Cat. value $205.00+............MB $35.00
71.   POLAND, 85 pre-1946 used and 654 postwar, mostly CTO stamps, all common, in clean
Minkus specialty album supplemented through
1976; Shipping weight is five pounds; Est. value $50.00 . .......................................MB $10.00
72.   UNITED STATES, 68 covers, cover
fronts and postcards from the 1910s and
1920s, most addressed to Robert Ralston &
Company in Dallas, Texas, mixed condition,
nearly all franked with letter rate Washington-Franklin stamps not checked for varieties. Shipping weight is one pound; Est. value
$50.00+............................................MB $10.00
73.   UNITED STATES, 146 covers and cover
fronts from the 1930s, most addressed to Robert Ralston & Company in Dallas, Texas, assorted U.S. definitives, commemoratives, and
stamped envelopes with the latter mostly cover fronts, many stamps on #10 size envelopes.
Also, a few foreign covers. Shipping weight is
two pounds; Est. Value $100.00+....MB $20.00
74.   UNITED STATES, BANK TRANSACTION POSTCARDS, 13 cards postmarked
from 1908 through 1923, all franked with onecent Washington-Franklin stamps; Est. value
$20.00................................................MB $4.00
SPECIAL PICTURE POSTCARD SELECTION
All postcards are used with divided backs, have intact Washington-Franklin stamps, and are in average to fine condition.
75.   UNITED STATES, PPC, “Best Wishes” and “My Best Wishes,” and “Greetings”
greeting cards, two postmark dates not discernible, other is May 5, 1910; Est. value
$15.00................................................MB $6.00
76.   UNITED STATES, PPC, Seven Christmas
greeting cards, postmarked from 1909 through
1915; Est. value $35.00....................MB $10.00
77.   UNITED STATES, PPC, Easter greeting
card, postmarked Apr. 14, 1911, some wear;
Est. value $5.00..................................MB $2.00
78.   UNITED STATES, PPC, “Forget-MeNot” and “Why Not Write?” greeting cards,
postmarked Aug. 16, 1910 and Aug. 27, 1925;
Est. value $10.00................................MB $4.00
LOT LISTING CONCLUDES ON PAGE 27.
ILLUSTRATIONS OF SELECTED ITEMS
APPEAR ON PAGES 22-24
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TPA/OPS Summer Auction 2008
RULES AND BID FORM
YOU MUST BE A MEMBER OF THE TEXAS PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION (TPA) OR
THE OKLAHOMA PHILATELIC SOCIETY (OPS) TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS AUCTION!
1.

All lots go to the highest bidder. In the event of tie bids, the earliest bid received will be the winner. Lots
with minimum bids are denoted by the abbreviation MB followed by the minimum amount. The abbreviation
NMB means no minimum bid. All bidding will be in U.S. dollars.

2.

Standard philatelic terms and symbols used in lot descriptions for brevity. The key below describes more
commonly used ones.
 Unused
 Used
 Cover
Block
FDC - first day cover
PC - postal card
PPC - picture post card

NH - never hinged
LH - lightly hinged
MH - significant hinge mark
HR - hinge remnant
DG/PG - disturbed gum or partial gum
NG - no gum
SE - straight edge

EF - exceptionally well centered
VF - well centered
F - not well centered, perfs. clear of design
VG-F - perfs. cut into design
CTO - canceled-to-order
CDS - circular date stamp
EX - example from multiple item lot

3.

Bidding increments are: up to $50.00—50¢; $50.01-$100.00—$1.00; $100.00 and up—$5.00.

4.

The auctioneer reserves the right to withdraw any lot submitted for any prudent reason. Also, he may discard
bids on “no minimum bid” lots which are unreasonable.

5.

The auctioneer makes no certification or guarantee as to the authenticity of the lots. The lot descriptions
are provided by the sellers. Items may be returned for refund within 5 days of receipt only if incorrectly
described, but not for imperfections visible in photographed items. Multiple item lots may not be returned.

6.

Payment for lots won will be made by check or money order (or cash, if tendered in person) within 5 days
of receipt. Make check or money order payments to: Gil Weisser, TPA/OPS Auction. The auction closes
midnight, August 16, 2008. Mailing of lots and notices will follow as soon thereafter as possible.

7.

For this auction, NO commission is being charged to either seller or buyer.

8.

Bids may be submitted on the bid form included in The Texas Philatelist and in The Oklahoma Philatelist,
or a photocopy thereof. Bids may also be submitted on the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org. Send
mailed bids to: Gil Weisser, P.O. Box 2179, Muskogee, OK 74402-2179. Placing of a bid constitutes your
acceptance of the rules of this auction.

9.

Winning bidders will be charged the actual cost of postage and insurance on mailed lots. Bidders desiring
their lots to be mailed may opt out of insurance by checking the appropriate box on bid forms.

10. Personal (Bidder) Data:
Name

 TPA or  OPS Membership No.

Address

E-mail

City

State

Zip

Phone

Check whichever option applies:
 I want postal insurance.  I do not want postal insurance.
Lot Number

Bid (See Rule 3.)

Lot Number

Bid (See Rule 3.)

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$
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79.   UNITED STATES, PPC, “Hope to See
You Thursday” arrival notice card, postmarked
Aug. 2, 1910; Est. value $10.00.........MB $3.00
80.   UNITED STATES, PPC, “I Hope You’re
Better” get well card, half-inch long sliver cut
from left front side, postmarked Jul. 17, 1920;
Est. value $5.00..................................MB $2.00
81.  UNITED STATES, PPC, Three Massachusetts view cards depicting “Harvard Medical School, Boston Mass.,” “Boston, Mass., Old
South Church,” and “Washington Statue, Public
Garden, Boston, Mass.,” postmarked from 1909
through 1917; Est. value $15.00..........MB $6.00
82.  UNITED STATES, PPC, Michigan view
card depicting “Hotel Normandie, Detroit.
Mich.,” postmarked Aug. 1?, 1910; Est. value
$5.00...................................................MB $2.00
83.  UNITED STATES, PPC, Missouri view
card depicting “Shaw’s Garden, St. Louis, Mo.,”
postmarked Jul. 27, 1910; Est. value $5.00.......MB
$2.00
84.  UNITED STATES, PPC, Three New York
view cards depicting “Group of Syracuse University Buildings,” “Hudson River, N,Y, Along the West Shore, near Round Island,”
and “The Stone Chapel, Revonah Settlement,
Liberty, N.Y,” postmarked from 1912 through
1918; Est. value $15.00......................MB $6.00

85.  UNITED STATES, PPC, Three Rhode Island view cards depicting “Old Wind MillNewport R.I.,” “Pawtuxet Cove - Showing the
Bridge, Pawtuxet, R.I.,” and “View of Newport R.I., Showing the Ida Lewis Lighthouse,”
postmarked from 1910 through 1916; Est. value $15.00............................................MB $6.00
86.  UNITED STATES, PPC, Two Tennessee
view cards depicting “McKendree M.E. Church
South, Nashville, Tenn.” and “Opera House,
Whitwell, Tenn.,” postmarked Aug. 13, 1910
and Jul. 28, 1913; Est. value $10.00....MB $4.00
87.  UNITED STATES, PPC, Wyoming view
card depicting “Jupiter Terrace Yellowstone
Park,” postmarked May 10, 1913; Est. value
$5.00...................................................MB $2.00
*** END OF SALE ***
AUCTION CLOSES
AUGUST 16, 2008

EXCEPT FOR LOT NO. 60 AND LOTS NO.
69-73, IMAGES OF ALL OTHER LOTS,
INCLUDING COMPLETE SETS AND ALL
POSTCARDS, ARE AVAILABLE AT

WWW.TEXASPHILATELIC.ORG.

Professionals Serving
The Philatelic
Community of Texas
For Information Contact:
GEORGE KUBAL
P.O. BOX 1196
HEWITT, TX 76643-1196
(817) 666-7755
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Shreve speaks on “World’s Greatest Stamp Collection”
purchase for an unseen stranger without
some credentials. When Shreve called Gross’
business manager, the man told him, “Oh
yes, he keeps a million dollars on his dresser.”
Shreve remained suspicious, and at that point
thought he had two “crazies” on his hands, all
in a single day.
As it turned
out, William
H. Gross was
qualified and
ver y serious
about his philatelic goals.
The first
auction they
chose featured
material valued
William H. Gross
in the range of
$3 million. Shreves’ new customer wanted to
purchase as many of the lots as he could and
wound up with more than $300,000 worth
of rare stamps that day. It was a very serious
purchase, and that was just the beginning.
Not long after their initial meeting, Shreve
learned from William Gross that his goal was
to own a complete collection of every classic
U.S. postage stamp, a feat only once before
attained, by Robert Zoellner in the mid-1990s.
The passing of a decade made
that an arguably impossible
task to repeat.
Gross eventually amassed a
stamp collection valued in the
range of approximately $150
million, one that included not
only American, but also numerous worldwide rarities.
While it turned out Shreve
and Gross were up to the task
of compiling a complete U.S.
stamp collection, it was not
easy and they did not want
to advertise their goal. OthCharles Shreve (left) and DPCPS President Rod Gabel

By Jerold Plumb
embers of the Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society and their guests were given
a rare opportunity on June 11 to hear a gifted
speaker tell a tale regarding success in the field
of philately and a friendship with a philatelist
who formed what may be the “World’s Greatest Stamp Collection.”
Charles Shreve, president of SpinksShreves Philatelic Galleries, regaled the
audience with a lively program entitled The
World’s Greatest Stamp Collection Assembled
by William Gross.
Charles Shreve credited much of his successful beginning with a humorous event that
occurred about fifteen years ago. He received a
call from a complete stranger who asked Shreve
to purchase several very expensive stamp lots
at an auction that was coming up.
The stranger explained he liked Shreves’
advertisements in a leading philatelic periodical because they were the “most professional
looking” and that was why he wanted to hire
Shreve to represent him at auctions. That
stranger was William H. Gross, manager of
one of the largest bond funds in the world,
Pacific Investment Management Company.
Naturally, Shreve thought the guy was a
nut to call, and would not make such a large

M

28 The Texas Philatelist July-August 2008

erwise, people would take advantage of them
Shreve told Gross it would be very difficult
during purchases at auctions. Gross’ auction to start exhibiting his collection and to win
acquisitions were made by
a Grand Prix. Gross replied,
Shreve as his representative
“that would be your task to
and under an alias, “Monte
put the exhibit together,”
Carlo.”
much to Shreve’s surprise. Of
Experts constantly tried
course, he agreed to do it.
to guess who the mysterious
Shreve directed the assembuyer might be, but many
bly of the exhibit, which won
years passed before the truth
a Grand Award at the 2004
was told. What was the inGarfield-Perry March Party.
spiration for Gross’ alias? It
Then, with that success, the
was the name of the street he
exhibit went on to capture the
lived on.
Grand Prix National award at
A trade that will go down
the Washington International
Benjamin Franklin “Z-Grill”
forever in “stamp collectors
2006 Stamp Show.
folklore” is how Gross obtained the final stamp
At the end of his talk, Shreve fielded quesneed to attain his goal of forming a complete tions from the audience of 50 members and
U.S. stamp collection. Gross purchased a guests, answering them with sincerity and
rare Inverted Jenny plate block at auction interest on many subjects including collecfor approximately $3 million. However, he tions, values and auctions. He also shared his
already owned an Inverted Jenny block, doesn’t business philosophies on buying and selling
everybody? Anyway, he immediately traded collections.
this duplicate for the only privately owned
The two members of the audience judged
Benjamin Franklin Z-Grill, the one that Don to have asked the best questions received a
Sundman’s Mystic Stamp Company had pur- copy of the William H. Gross Collection, United
chased from the Zoellner collection in 1998. States Classics 1847-1869, published jointly by
Voila! On November 2, 2005, his U.S. stamp William H. Gross and the Collectors Club of
collection was complete!
New York.
One of the most challenging aspects of
About the Author: Jerold Plumb is a longShreve’s relationship with Gross was when time resident of Richardson, Texas. He is a
Gross asked Shreve about vying for a Grand newcomer to philately and collects U.S. postal
Prix award, the highest exhibit award that history, postcards, and early 20th century U.S.
can be won at an internationally sanctioned He enjoys sharing his collection with his daughter,
exhibition.
who is five years old.
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calendar of events
Unless otherwise noted, admission and parking are free at all shows and bourses listed. Specific details
are not provided for repeating events beyond the first insertion. For inclusion on this calendar and the
one on our website www.texasphilatelic.org select the “Philatelic Event Registration” option under
the “At Your Service” heading on the website home page or prepare the data in the format below and
write to: Douglas Moss editor, The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

JUL. 18-19
2008

TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR (Days have changed to Friday-Saturday)
Bourse at the Richardson Civic Center, 411 W. Arapaho Rd., (Next to
Richardson City Hall), Richardson, Texas. Hours: Friday 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

JUL. 26-27
2008

ARK-LA-TEXAS COIN STAMP & CARD EXPOSITION
Coin, stamp and postcard exhibition of the Red River Stamp Society and
Shreveport Coin Club at the Bossier Civic Center, 620 Benton Rd., Bossier
City, Louisiana. Dealers, club exhibits, chance board, cachet, cancel and
USPS substation. Hours: Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Contact: John P. Thomas, 1525 Concord Dr., Shreveport, La. 71105-5015,
(318) 797-6911, t1026262177@cs.com.

AUG. 23-24
2008

TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR
Bourse at Norris Conference Center, 4522 Fredericksburg Rd. (at Crossroads
Mall near NW I-410 and I-10, next to SuperTarget, lower level), San Antonio,
Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

SEP. 5-6
2008

TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR (Days have changed to Friday-Saturday)
See Jul. 18-19 , 2008 listing for details.

SEP. 19-21
2008

GREATER HOUSTON STAMP SHOW 2008
Annual exhibition and bourse of the Houston Philatelic Society at the
Humble Civic Center, 8233 Will Clayton Pkwy. (exit U.S. Hwy. 59 at Will
Clayton Pkwy. and go east), Humble, Texas. Features exhibits, 33-dealer
bourse, beginners’ booth, Sam Houston Philatelics auction, USPS substation, cacheted cover and show cancellation. TPA meetings scheduled on
Saturday as follows: Foundation Trustees at 8:30 a.m.; Board of Directors
at 9:15 a.m. Hours: Friday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Contact: Houston Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 690042, Houston,
TX 77269-0042; Contact: Denise Stotts, stottsjd@swbell.net.

OCT. 11-12
2008

TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR (Dates have changed)
See Aug, 23-24, 2008 listing for details.

OCT. 17-18
2008

TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB FALL ROUNDUP
Fall auction and bourse of the Texas Precancel Club at the Country Inn
& Suites, 2200 Mercado Dr., Fort Worth, Texas. Hours: Friday 9 a.m. to ?
p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Auction on Saturday at 2 p.m. Contact:
Katherine Foster, kh.foster@hotmail.com.

OCT. 30-NOV. 1 OKPEX 2008 (Show days are Thursday-Saturday)
2008
Annual exhibition and bourse of the Oklahoma City Stamp Club at First
Christian Church, 3700 N. Walker Ave. (exit I-235 at Northwest 36th St.
and go one block west) in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Show features APS
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World Series of Philately exhibits, dealer bourse, cacheted cover and
show cancellation. Hours: Thursday 2 p.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6
pm., Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Joe Crosby, 5009 Barnsteeple
Ct., Oklahoma City, OK 73142-5405; joecrosby@cox.net.
NOV. 8-9
2008

MID-CITIES STAMP EXPO
21st annual exhibition and bourse of the Mid-Cities Stamp Club at the
Grapevine Convention Center, 1209 S. Main St., Grapevine, Texas. Features exhibits, 27-dealer bourse, beginners’ booth, giant mixture pick,
silent auction, chance board, USPS substation, cacheted cover and show
cancellation. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Contact: Stanley Christmas, elvira6@swbell.net.

NOV. 15-16
2008

TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR
See May 31-Jun. 1, 2008 listing for details.

DEC. 5-6
2008

TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR (Days have changed to Friday-Saturday)
See Jul. 18-19 , 2008 listing for details.

FEB. 20-22
2009

AMERISTAMP EXPO 2009/TEXPEX 2009
Annual winter exhibition and bourse of the American Philatelic Society at
the Arlington Convention Center, Arlington, Texas, to be held in conjunction with TEXPEX 2009, which was previously scheduled for April 17-19.
Show features APS World Series of Philately exhibits, bourse, beginners’
booth, cacheted cover, show cancellation. Many of the usual TEXPEX
activities will be held at this show, including the 113th annual convention of the Texas Philatelic Association. Further details to come.

NOV. 5-7
2009

OKPEX 2009 (Show days are Thursday-Saturday)
See October 31-Nov 2, 2008 listing for details.

APR. 16-18
2010

TEXPEX 2010
The 114th annual exhibition and convention of the Texas Philatelic Association at the Doubletree Dallas Hotel Near the Galleria, 4099 Valley
View Ln. (I-635 at Midway exit), Dallas, Texas. Show features World Series
of Philately exhibits, bourse, youth booth, USPS substation, cacheted
cover and show cancellation. TPA meetings scheduled on Saturday as
follows: Foundation Trustees at 8:00 a.m.; Board of Directors at 9:00 a.m.;
Annual Meeting at 10:00 a.m. Hours: Friday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Southwest Philatelic
Foundation, P.O. Box 835491, Richardson, TX 75083-5491.

NOV. 4-6
2010

OKPEX 2010 (Show days are Thursday-Saturday)
See October 31-Nov 2, 2008 listing for details.

VISIT TEXPEX ON THE
INTERNET!
www.texasphilatelic.org/texpex.html
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texas cancels
This is a listing of special pictorial cancels recently authorized for use in Texas, or of interest to collectors in Texas.
This information is excerpted from recent editions of The Postal Bulletin. If available, the sponsor of the pictorial
postmark appears in italics under the date.
According to the U.S. Postal Service, requests for these cancels must be postmarked no later than 30 days following the indicated postmark date. All requests must include a stamped envelope or postcard bearing at least the
minimum first-class postage; items bearing postage issued after the postmark date will be returned unserviced.
Place the envelope or postcard in a larger envelope and address it to: PICTORIAL POSTMARKS, followed by
the NAME OF THE STATION, ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP+4 CODE, exactly as listed below (using all capitals and no
punctuation, except the hyphen in the ZIP+4 code). A larger SASE must be enclosed if the item submitted for a
special cancel is unaddressed.
April 26, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
WILDFLOWER TRAILS OF
TEXAS STATION
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
LINDEN TX 75563-9998

June 16, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
LAMB COUNTY
100TH BIRTHDAY STATION
POSTMASTER
801 PHELPS AVE
LITTLEFIELD TX 79339-9998

May 12, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
GRADUATION STATION
POSTMASTER
201 MATADOR ST
ADRIAN TX 79001-9998

June 16, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
AUDIE LEON MURPHY
STATION
POSTMASTER
2810 WESLEY ST
GREENVILLE TX 75401-9998

May 14, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
DAWSON DRAGON STATION
POSTMASTER
218 JUNIPER ST
WELCH TX 79377-9998

May 24, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
CELEBRATION STATION
POSTMASTER
3010 FM 614
OVALO TX 79541-9998

June 13, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
OLTON CENTENNIAL STATION
POSTMASTER
416 EIGHTH ST
OLTON TX 79064-9998

June 19, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
70TH ANNIVERSARY STATION
POSTMASTER
449 S 2ND ST ALBANY TX
76430-9998

June 21, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
BLUES FEST STATION
POSTMASTER
200 E RUSH ST
LINDEN TX 75563-9998

July 4, 2008
USPS QWL /EI
HOMECOMING STATION
POSTMASTER
215 W GARNER AVE
DETROIT TX 75436-9998

June 13, 2008
Project Pride
ROBERT E HOWARD STATION
POSTMASTER
101 N AVE D
CROSS PLAINS TX 76443-9998

July 12, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
EARLY SETTLERS DAY FESTIVAL
STATION
POSTMASTER
712 AVE G
LEVELLAND TX 79336-9998

June 16, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
VALERA STATION
POSTMASTER
10490 US HWY 67
VALERA TX 76884-9998

July 12, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
SESQUICENTENNIAL STATION
POSTMASTER
704 WREN ST
MASON TX 76856-9998
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July 19, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
RODEO STATION
POSTMASTER
103 N AMHERST RD
EARTH TX 79031-9998

July 25, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
CENTENNIAL STATION
POSTMASTER
120 FOURTH ST
FARWELL TX 79325-9998

The cancel depicted below is a common design; inscriptions differ for each location.
June 27, 2008
USFWS & Bass Pro Shops
DUCK STAMP STATION
(plus addresses as listed)
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
GARLAND TX 75043-9998
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
GRAPEVINE TX 76051-9998

FOR JUST $20 A YEAR,
GET A MINI-AD LIKE THIS AND
REMIND 500+ TEXAS COLLECTORS
THAT YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL!

Send a check and a business card to:
The Texas Philatelist Manager,
305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080

POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
KATY TX 77494-9998
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
PEARLAND TX 77584-9998
POSTMASTER
PO BOX 9998
SAN ANTONIO TX 78284-9998

Stamps and Postal History of Italy

LO GIUDICE

162, via Roma
94010 Gagliano C.to(EN)
Italy
stampsario@aim.com
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NASA 50th anniversary is theme for Houston show
By Ronald Strawser
he theme for the 2008 Greater Houston
Stamp Show is the 50th anniversary of
the National Aeronautical and Space Administration (NASA). The 62nd edition
of the Houston Philatelic Society’s annual
event will be held September 19-21; the
venue remains the Humble Civic Center in
Humble, Texas.
The nation’s space agency was created
in response to the Soviet Union’s launching
of Sputnik in 1957 and officially opened for
business October 1, 1958. While its headquarters are located in Washington, D.C., the
Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center is located
just south of Houston, and is responsible for
manned spaceflight operations.
The show will again feature a variety of
exhibits that compete for medals and special
prizes, a 33-dealer bourse, a beginners’ area,
hourly door prizes, a U.S. Postal Service sales
booth, a Sam Houston Philatelics auction,
and, possibly the most entertaining awards
banquet in the country.
Of particular interest to many potential exhibitors is the single-frame color competition,
a tradition that began in 2004 as the result of a
challenge between two club members to create
exhibits featuring only green philatelic items.
Colors are picked at the show’s annual banquet from a box of crayons. This year’s color
should produce some particularly intriguing

T

TPA MEETINGS IN
HOUSTON SEPT. 20
Members of the Texas Philatelic Association are invited to attend to attend
the trustees’ and directors’ meetings,
which will get underway at 8:30 a.m. and
9:15 a.m. on Saturday, September 20.
For the meeting room location,
check the show program or inquire at
the TPA information table.
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twists since it
is white, and
white is technically not a
color!
The Texas
Philatelic Association will
again have
an information table at
the event for
the recruitment of new This NASA 50th anniversary logo
members and design, by Crabtree & Company,
also to allow incorporates the Hubble Space
m e m b e r s Telescope image of the “grand
design” spiral galaxy M81, loto visit and cated 11.6 million light years
register in a away in the constellation Ursa
drawing for Major. (Image courtesy of NASA).
a 2009 Scott Specialized Catalogue of United
States Stamps and Covers, as well as drop off
lots for the TPA/OPS Winter Auction. The
semi-annual meetings of its foundation trustees and board of directors, to be held before
the show’s opening on Saturday, are open to
all members.
The Texas Postal History Society will stage
several events, including a Saturday afternoon
meeting.
The show cachet and cancel are designed
for use with various older U.S. space stamps.
Cachets often sell out quickly, so collectors
not able to attend the event are advised to
order in advance. Ordering instructions are
provided under the illustration of the cachet
on the next page.
Collectors interested in exhibiting at the
show, whether in the white competition, or
in any other exhibiting class, can obtain a
prospectus by visiting the club website, writing
Ronald Strawser, P.O. Box 840755, Houston,
TX 77284-0755, or by sending an e-mail to
strawser5@earthlink.net. The entry deadline

The cachet for the 2008 Greater Houston Stamp Show celebrates the 50th anniversary of NASA. The price
is $1.50 each, stamped and canceled, or 50¢ each, blank. Since sellouts are common, collectors can ensure
receipt of theirs by ordering no later than September 10. Send payment, and a SASE #10 envelope with
sufficient postage, to: Keiko Horton, 6239 Queensloch Dr., Houston, TX 77096-3736.

is August 1.
The Awards dinner, featuring the traditional barbeque buffet, will be held at the
Humble Civic Center at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are
$17 per person and reservations can be made
by contacting Denise Stotts at stottsjd@
swbell.net or P.O. Box 690042, Houston,
TX 77269-0042.
The official show hotel this year is the
Hampton Inn—Humble, located at 20515
Highway 59 North. Reservations can be

made by calling (281) 446-4800 and using
the code “Houston Stamp Show Party” to
get the special rate of $79 plus tax, single or
double occupancy. There number of rooms
available at this rate is limited, and must be
reserved by September 4, or until the rooms
are sold, whichever occurs first.
Additional information on the Greater
Houston Stamp Show 2008 can be found at
the Houston Philatelic Society website www.
houstonstampclub.org.

U.S. & Foreign Stamps & Covers
• Hawaii Specialized
• Pioneer Flights Worldwide
• Rocket Mail
• Specialized “SCADTA” Stamps & Covers
• Zeppelin Covers of the World

• U.S. & U.S. Possessions
• Tonga Tin Can Mail
• Patriotics
• U.S. First Days
• Worldwide Souvenir Sheets

MUCH MORE, PLEASE ASK

Warren H. Crain

P.O. Box 5954 • San Antonio, TX 78201 • (210) 344-0303
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Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society
Meets at 7:30 p.m. on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month at the
Edgemere Retirement Center, 8523 Thackery St., Dallas, Texas 75225

Walter Burton was the featured speaker at the May 14 meeting.
His topic for the evening was “Modern U.S. Definitives.” Walter
shared his affinity for the Flag over the Porch definitive series,
with its plate number coils, differences in date size and colors, various printer varieties, and
the difference between peaks and valleys of perforations. Walter chose to collect used varieties
of modern definitives, but stated his collection would not bring much if he sold it to a dealer.
Nonetheless, it makes him very happy, and is worth a lot in terms
of the pleasure derived.
A special auction of material was held on May 28. Rick
Houghland came into contact with a college student who had
inherited a small dealer stock and desired to dispose of the stamps
and covers so that he could pay for books in the upcoming
semester. The dealer stock was heavy in modern Great Britain,
Canada and British Commonwealth. After some very spirited
bidding, club members had “contributed” almost $300 to the
young man’s college fund.
Walter Burton discussed modThe June 11 meeting was a special evening at the Edgemere,
ern U.S. definitive varieties at with Charles Shreve of Spinks-Shreve Philatelic Galleries being
the May 14 DPCPS meeting.
the speaker. For more details, please see DPCPS and TPA member
Jerold Plumb’s review of the program on page 28.
In the absence of the scheduled speaker, the final session of the month of June was a pinch
hit performance by Jack Urish, who gave a recap of his recent automotive adventure across the
Midwest in his other passion, a 1959 El Camino. He related that his son flew in from Beijing,
China, to accompany him to Wisconsin as part of
2008 Hot Rod Magazine Power Tour. While his talk
was mostly non-philatelic, he did mention missing
his stamps during his almost two weeks on the road.
Upon returning from the long road trip, boxes of
stamps were waiting for him! The evening ended
with a short mini-auction.

Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society
Programs and Events
July 9
July 23
Aug. 13
Aug. 27

The Internet & Stamp Collecting,
speaker: Rick Houghland.
Quarterly Auction
Program TBA
Mini Auction & Philatelic Spotlight:
TBA

Unless otherwise noted, all programs and events are
held at the Edgemere Retirement Center, beginning
at 7:30 p.m.
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Harry Pedersen was one of two audience members whose questions to Charles Shreve rated
a free book on William Gross, whose complete
U.S. collection is the only one known.

crain’s corner
First British airmail route covered just 25 miles
By Warren Crain
The very first officially scheduled airmail
post in Great Britain was inaugurated September 9, 1911 from London to Windsor,
a distance of just over 25 miles. A series of
flights was organized by Sir Walter Wyndham as part of the festivities to mark the
coronation of King George V earlier in the
summer.
This was not Sir Wyndham’s first airmail
post effort. Earlier in 1911, he had organized
the world’s very first airmail post flight in India. Six-thousand letters and postcards were
posted at the United Province Exhibition
(Naini Junction) and flown to a post office
in Allahabad.
The planes used in the United Kingdom
flight were two Bleriot monoplanes and a Farman biplane. The service between London
and Windsor commenced on September 9,
1911, and ended on September 26.

Prepared for the service were special post
cards costing 6½ pence and envelopes priced
at one shilling, one pence. Attached were
stamps that met the respective half-penny
postcard and one penny letter rates.
Altogether, 16 flights from either Windsor
or London were made. Some 37 mailbags
containing 926 pounds of correspondence
were carried. It is estimated that 24,000 commemorative covers and 96,000 postcards
were flown.
Six special posting boxes were used for
the London-Windsor mail; cancellations
bearing numerals from one to six indicated
the place of posting. The card depicted below has the numeral four.
One of the London business establishments where mail for the flights could be
posted was the world famous department
store, Harrods.
The stamp on this flown card is tied with

This 1911 postcard commemorates Sir Walter Wyndham’s first British airmail flight, one that was conducted in conjunction with the coronation of King George V earlier in the summer. Wyndham was an
airmail pioneer, having organized the first airmail flight in India earlier in the year. Note that the concept
of a cachet design on the left side of an mail piece didn’t become popular in the U.S. until the 1930s.
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The 25th anniversary of the first British airmail flight resulted in more philatelic souvenirs, like the one
shown here. This postcard, with the front side shown above and the backside below, is franked with a
½d George V stamp having an “Air Post Exhibition, May 8, 1934, London” cancellation along with a red
rubber stamped cachet and a violet “First Flight” marking. The backside is more interesting than the
front—the blue label in the upper right corner was produced in a se-tenant sheet of four. A special stamp
commemorating the exhibition is reproduced in the upper left corner of the postcard. It is unclear as
to whether passenger John S. Davis had permission to reproduce the Cinderella stamp depicted at the
upper left of this postcard’s backside. Unlike a helicopter, forward propulsion on a autogiro (autogyro)
is provided by a conventional propeller.
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a September 9, 1911 circular First United
Kingdom Aerial Post cancel. The card is addressed to a W.S. Lincoln and was probably
self-mailed, as evidenced by the boast in
the address “The Oldest Established Stamp
Dealer in the World.”
While the flights generated much publicity, the Royal Post was quite pessimistic on
the use of airplanes to move the mail, with
such service subject to suspension during
poor weather. This lead to an a statement
by post office officials that the use of the
airplane for transporting mail was “practically useless as a means of ordinary and
regular transport!” Despite that assessment,
just eight years and two months later, the
first regular airmail service was inaugurated,
between London and Paris.
In 1934, at the Apex Air Post exhibition,
the 1911 first flight was replicated by a
different type of aircraft: the autogiro. The
autogiro, developed by Spanish aviator Juan
de la Cierva and first successfully flown in
1923, is similar to a helicopter in that it uses
a rotor to help lift the aircraft. But it requires
an engine-powered propeller for takeoff and
forward propulsion. Also, an autogiro cannot
hover like a helicopter.
One of the pilots expected to fly at the
exhibition was John S. Davis, who was also a
philatelist. Unfortunately, he did not qualify
to fly the autogiro in time for the event. A Mr.
R.A.C. Brie, a manager of the Cierva Autogiro
Company, was enlisted to fly the aircraft. Davis did have the idea of flying commemora-

tive postcards on the autogiro flights.
After receiving permission from postal
authorities, 2,500 postcards were printed,
with about 2,000 actually flown by autogiro.
There were 1,800 postcards addressed to
the APEX exhibition. Other postcards were
mailed to Egypt, Iraq, Athens, Berlin, Paris,
Singapore and Cape Town.
References:
“Autogiro.” The Free Dictionary by Farflex. 28 June
2008 <http://encyclopedia.farlex.com/autogiro>.
“Autogiro.“ U.S. Centennial of Flight Commission.
28 June 2008 <http://www.centennialofflight.
gov/essay/Dictionary/autogyro/DI8.htm>.“Bleriot.”
HowStuffWorks. Ed. Publications International. 30
June 2008 <http://science.howstuffworks.com/
bleriot-xi.htm>.
Cochrane, William. “Airposts and their Stamps.”
Philatelic Database. 19 June 2008. 28 June 2008
<http://www.philatelicdatabase.com/postal-history/
airposts-and-their-stamps/>.
“Farman Biplane - Type Michelin.”Ace Pilots. 23 April
2008. 30 June 2008 <http://acepilots.com/airplanes/
era/1910/farman-biplane-type-michelin/>.
Franz, Karl. “The First U.K. Aerial Post.” Winkie’s
Philatelic Home Pages. 25 April 2003. 28 June 2008
<http://members.aol.com/karlfranzw/bulletin/
Vol3_4cvr.html>.

Pugh Cachets
Individually Handpainted FDCs
for every new issue of the USPS

P.O. Box 8789
The Woodlands, TX 77387-8789
(281) 362-0430

HAVE MORE FUN! COLLECT PRECANCELS!

TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB
Come to our next meeting:
Friday and Saturday, October 10-11, 2008
Country Inn & Suites, 2200 Mercado Dr.
Fort Worth, Texas
For more information: John C. Foster
retsof@austin.rr.com or call (512) 346-8253
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chapters in action
Report chapter activities by Internet or mail!

To report the activities of your chapter or unit, simply go to www.texasphilatelic.org
and select the “Chapter Reports” option under the “At Your Service” heading on the home
page. Minutes and newsletters may still be sent by mail to this address: Douglas Moss
editor, The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.
Austin-Texas Stamp Club (ATSC): Trading stamps was the activity of the May 6 meeting, with 18 club members participating. The second session of May featured an auction of
75 lots.
At the first gathering in June, members shared their stamp collecting careers; the main
difference in the member experience was the gap between the end of childhood stamp
collecting and the resumption upon adulthood or even retirement. As to youth collectors,
Evan Carter, 9-year-old grandson of Dick Peterson, joined the club as its newest and youngest
member. The June 17 program featured an auction of 80 lots.
Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society (DPCPS): For more information about the DallasPark Cities Philatelic Society, see their society page on page 36.
El Paso Philatelic Society: The May 13 meeting program was presented by Harold
Schultz on the topic of Fort Bliss, for which the post office released a stamp in 1948 (Scott
#976) in recognition of the post’s centennial. The June 10 presenter was Amy Weiting, who
shared some interesting covers from her U.S. and worldwide collection.
Fred Sawyer Chapter #56, AFDCS: On May 24, Tricia Richmond discussed the Art Cover
Exchange (ACE), a group that has facilitated cover swapping since 1935; ACE members send
hand-made cachets to other members and receive different ones in return. The chapter’s
annual picnic that is usually held in June was rescheduled for July 18. For more information
about the club visit http://www.afdcschap56.org.
Heart of Texas Stamp Club: In the absence of the scheduled speaker, the main activity
on the May 1 meeting was the monthly auction, with Brad Schultz selling six of the 10 lots
for $11.50. The door prizes landed in the laps of Mary Dubois, Jerry Gilbert, Hubert Hanke
and David Rowell; Charles W. Chesnutt took home the raffle prize.
On June 5, 14 members and two guests heard Bonnie Spather’s program Women in History on Stamps. Assisted by Mickey Mitchell, Bonnie explained the story behind a number of
stamps depicting women, including Grandma Moses, Pocahontus, Sacagawea, Lucille Ball,
and Mary Cassatt. The evening’s door prize winners were Kelly Brooks and Toby Parker; the
raffle prize was nabbed by J.P. Jones. Brad Schultz again conducted the auction, selling 15
out of 33 lots for a total of $29.00.
Houston Philatelic Society (HPS): The May 5 meeting topic was colored cancels.
Members heard Bill Fort speak May 19 on Pan American Airline routes and their pivotal role
in developing trans-oceanic mail carriage. The June 2 program was an open forum on the
role of the Internet in philately. A slide show on postal stationery was led by Brad Horton on
June 16. The HPS is gearing up for their Greater Houston Stamp Show in September, with
details appearing elsewhere in this edition of The Texas Philatelist.
Mid-Cities Stamp Club (MCSC): The May 7 meeting in Arlington was an auction, with
50 of 56 lots selling; Jerry Potter served as the auctioneer. A mixture pick was held in Irving on
May 21. The May 27 meeting at Lake Granbury was highlighted by a group program on the
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Washington-Franklins; members got hands-on experience in typing the many varieties.
On June 4 in Arlington, Ken Adlridge spoke on “Baseball.” The Irving meeting held June
18 featured a “clean out your philatelic closet” program; Members brought their unwanted
but valuable or not-so-valuable philatelic items for trade.
A big round of applause goes to editor Peter Elias and all the members who contributed
to the 2007 Stamping Around newsletter! The newsletter was recognized with a gold in the
Class II Multipage division of the American Philatelic Society Chapter Activity Committee
2007 Newsletter Competition. Stamping Around will be on display at the 2008 STAMPSHOW
at Hartford, Connecticut, August 14-17.
Oklahoma Philatelic Society (OPS): The third quarter edition of The Oklahoma Philatelist
featured musings by President Ivan Pfalser on the “good old days” of lick and stick stamps
and trying to salvage stuck together panes of U.S. commemorative stamps. A listing of lots
in the Summer TPA/OPS Auction was also included.
San Antonio Philatelic Association (SAPA): Jack Virta was in charge of the program
at the May 23 meeting. His topic was “Century of Progress 1933-34,” relating to the Chicago
World’s Fair. Jack provided an informative handout that included fascinating construction
details, such as the use of elephants as earth movers, and the processes employed to create
replicas of castles and forts. To complete his program, he also brought ten Zeppelin covers.
Historical documents of the SAPA now have a new home. The University of Texas at
Dallas’ Wineburgh Philatelic Research Library (WPRL) has accepted the membership lists,
copies of The Philatex, finance records, meeting minutes, and show records that date from
1896 to 2003. The WPRL will catalog and organize the documents and make them available
for future philatelic reference.
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membership report
NEW MEMBER

ADDRESS UPDATE NEEDED

4896 St. John, Willard - Waco, TX

REINSTATEMENT
4617 Hosea, Robert L. - Dallas, TX

DECEASED
4541 McArthy, Phillip M. - Houston, TX
L-72 Sweeney, Stephen F. - Crockett, TX

LIFE MEMBER
L-128 Moss, Duane E. - Weslaco, TX

LIFE MEMBER CORRECTIONS
The numbers for the following individuals were incorrectly reported in the report that appeared in the last
edition of The Texas Philatelist.

L-124 Valdez, Jr., Fred - Austin, TX
L-125 Martin de Nicolas, Arturo - Austin, TX
L-127 Cohen, Norman Alan - Dallas, TX

The following individual will be dropped from the
membership rolls in the next report if an address
correction is not provided.

4723 Williams, James C. - Arlington, TX

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY
May-June 2008
Membership, April 15, 2008 ................... 504
New Members................................................... 1
Reinstatement................................................... 1
Deceased............................................................-2
Membership, June 15, 2008..................... 504
Life Chapters...................................................... 8
Life Members...................................................70
Regular Chapters/Units................................17
Regular Members........................................ 409
Total Members.............................................. 504

TPA JOURNAL PUBLICATION FUND DONORS
Thanks to the following members for their generous contributions to
the TPA Journal Publication Fund. Giving levels are: Platinum, $500 and
over; Gold, $100.00 to $499.99; Vermeil, $50 to $99.99; Silver, $25 to $49.99;
Silver-Bronze, $10 to $24.99; Bronze, $5 to $9.99 and Honorable Mention, up
to $4.99. The end of year goal is $15,000, so there’s a long way to go. Gifts
may be made with a Mastercard or Visa at www.texasphilatelic.org, or sent to Lyle Boardman, 3916
Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005.

PLATINUM
L-53

McDaniel, William K.

GOLD (continued)
Ch-64 Texoma Stamp Club
4215 Whyborn, Raymond E.

SILVER-BRONZE
4655
3583

Bagley, Madison V.
Lindeman, James

GOLD
BRONZE
SILVER
L-104 Deaton, Charles W.
4787
Moore, Terry
(second $100 donation)
HONORABLE MENTION
4643 Fabbre, James F.
4527
Hooper, Edward A.
L-76 Joyce, Robert L.
4621 White, Richard C.
Membership fees and dues are pro-rata based on the quarter an application is
received: $12 for January-March; $9 for April-June; $6 for July-September;
$13 for October-December (includes next full year).
Membership applications are available on the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org or by writing to:
Lyle Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005.

JOIN US!

Don’t forget to drop off your
W i n t e r T PA / O P S a u c t i o n l o t s a t t h e
2008 GREATER HOUSTON STAMP SHOW!
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Classified Emporium
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS in The Texas Philatelist are accepted on the basis of 10¢
per word (minimum 10 words) with name, address, telephone/FAX number and e-mail address
FREE. Please PRINT or TYPE your ad copy, state the number of times you desire it to run,
determine the total cost, make the check payable to the “Texas Philatelic Association,” and send
to The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

CROATIA-IN-EXILE - 20 different, colorful exile
stamps issued in Argentina, Spain, U.S., Australia, etc.
in MNH condition. $20. CPS, P.O. Box 696, Fritch, TX
79036-0696 or PayPal: Spahich@hotmail.com. (57-4)
CLEARING OUT all mounted worldwide collections at
20% of Scott or less. Free lists. Darrell L. George, 19410
Cantrell Rd., Little Rock, AR 72223-4422. (56-6)
HIGH QUALITY COUNTRY AND TOPICAL
PACKETS in sizes to meet every collector’s needs.
We also offer a variety of stamp collecting supplies.
North Texas Philatelic. Visit us at <www.NorthTexasPhilatelic.com>. (56-4)
VISIT OUR STORE WHEN IN PHOENIX. We buy
and Sell U.S. and worldwide, plus coins and jewelry.
Better collections always needed. BJ’s Stamps, 6342 W.
Bell Rd., Glendale, AZ 85308-3602, (623)-878-2080,
e-mail info@bjstamps.com. (56-4)

NATIONAL AIR MAIL WEEK. Let me know what
you have. Don Lussky, P.O. Box 1172, Westmont, IL
60559-8372, e-mail donlussky@yahoo.com. (58-2)

D-FW PHILATELIC NEWS: See what’s happening in
the Dallas-Fort Worth stamp world, visit <http://www.
philatelic-activities-department.blogspot.com/>. (56-6)
JOIN THE TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY!
$18 dues brings highly respected journal, mentoring,
two major meetings a year. Contact: Lyle Boardman,
3916 Wyldwood Dr., Austin, TX 78739-3005. (56-4)

CANCELED U.S. 7¢ RATE POSTCARDS used
September through December 1975, especially ones
posted to Mexico and Canada or to and from U.S.
possessions, APOs and FPOs. Also need 7¢ Thomson
reply cards and examples of postage due assessments
on Thomson cards after December 30, 1975. Visit my
web page at <www.texasphilatelic.org/postcards.htm>
for a comprehensive prices paid list. (56-4)

TRADING PARTNERS WANTED for U.S., Canada,
and Dag Hammarskjold (topical). My duplicates are
mostly U.S. starting with #1, but some Canada, CSA,
foreign, topical. Exchange lists by mail or e-mail with
trades based on Scott values. Richard Barr, 205 N. Ave
G, Haskell, TX, 79521-5611, (325) 280-554. (56-5)

DONATIONS for Greater Houston Stamp Show
Beginner’s Booth. Stamps, covers, albums, catalogs.
Keep your stamp donations in Texas! All donations
acknowledged in writing. Jonathan Topper, Ste. 237,
8524 Highway 6 N., Houston, Texas 77095-2103, email jctopper@yahoo.com. (56-5)
USED ALBUMS, binders, remainder collections,
supplies, etc. Entire collections also bought. By
appointment. ABC Stamps, 5170 Broadway St., San
Antonio, TX 78209-5736, (210) 824-8667. e-mail
SGL@grandeview.net. (56-4)
WW2 COVERS, Navy P.O. Numbers 401, 701, 8056,
9938, 9971, 10795, 413, 700, 9969, c/o PM New York,
San Francisco, New Orleans, All Ecuador-Galapagos
1938 to 1948. Jeanne Stough, 6701 Blanco Rd. Apt. 1101,
San Antonio, TX 78216-6112, (210) 979-7342. (56-4)

1937 PAN-AMERICAN EXPOSITION and PanAmerica Games covers, cachets and souvenirs. Arthur
P. von Reyn, 10512 Countess Dr., Dallas, TX, (214)
902-0858, e-mail apvr@texasphilatelic.org. (56-4)

United States — Proofs & Essays
General Foreign

John T. Pearson

OPS SALES BOOKS are now available to Texas
Philatelic Association members. Great source of lower
price material. sign up online at <www.texasphilatelic.
org> or write to: OPS Sales Division, P.O. Box 2179,
Muskogee, OK 74402-2179. (56-4)

Fine Postage Stamps for Collectors
(210) 656-3135
P.O. Box 33312
San Antonio, TX 78265-3312

The Texas Philatelist July-August 2008 43

chapter meetings
Note: Check with chapters for meeting changes and cancellations during holiday periods.
Recent changes in information are noted in red.
AUSTIN-TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #16, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX, 78739-3005; meets 1st Tues.
7:30 PM, Howson Branch Library, 2500 Exposition
Blvd., Austin; 3rd Tues. 7:30 PM, South Austin Senior
Activities Center, 3911 Manchaca Rd., Austin.
COLLECTORS CLUB OF DALLAS, L Unit #4, 2206
Sutton Pl., Richardson, TX 75080-2543; membership
by invitation only.
CROATIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY, Unit #2, P.O. Box
696, Fritch, TX 79036-0696.
DALLAS-PARK CITIES PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #40,
314 Allegheny Trl., Garland, TX 75043-5659; meets
2nd and 4th Weds., 7:30 PM, Edgemere Retirement
Center, 8523 Thackery St., Dallas.
EL PASO PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH #7, 2990 Trawood Dr. Apt. 11F, El Paso, TX 79936-4233, meets
2nd Tues., 7:30 PM, Saint Clements Episcopal
Church, 810 N. Campbell St., El Paso.
FRED C. SAWYER CHAPTER #56 AMERICAN FIRST
DAY COVER SOCIETY, Unit #6, 201 Willow Creek Cir.,
Allen, TX. Meets monthly (except July and August)
at the University of Texas-Dallas, Richardson, TX.
Call 972-727-1381 for meetings dates and times.
HEART OF TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #59, 1700 Plum
Cir., Waco, TX 76706-1629; meets 1st Thurs., 6:30 PM,
Hughes-Dillard Alumni Center, Baylor University
Campus, S. University Parks Dr., , Waco.
HOUSTON PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #22, PMB 237,
8524 Hwy. 6 N., Houston, TX 77095-2103; meets
1st & 3rd Mon., 7:30 PM, Recreation Center, Central Presbyterian Church, 3788 Richmond Ave.,
Houston.
LYNDON B. JOHNSON SPACE CENTER STAMP CLUB,
LCH #9, P.O. Box 58247, Houston, TX 77258-8247;
meets 2nd & 4th Mon., 7:00 PM, Gilruth Recreation
Center, Johnson Space Center, Gate #5 off Space
Center Blvd., Clear Lake City.
LONE STAR CHAPTER, Éire Philatelic Association
International, Unit #32, 14302 Oak Shadow, San
Antonio, TX 78232-4441; meets 2nd Sat. 2:00 PM,
members’ homes.
MAGIC VALLEY STAMP CLUB. CH #56, 2014 E.
Bowie Ave., Harlingen, TX 78550-5164; meets 4th
Tues., (except June, July, August) 7:00 PM, Camelot
Retirement Center Headquarters, 1000 Camelot
Dr., Harlingen.
MID-CITIES STAMP CLUB. CH #53, P.O. Box 2158,
Arlington, TX 760042158; meets lst Wed., 7:30 PM,
Bob Duncan Community Center, 2800 S. Center St.,
Arlington; 3rd Wed., 7:30 PM (check www.mid-cities
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stampclub.com for location), Irving; 4th Tues., 7:00
PM, Studio at Tarleton State Langdon Center, 308
Pearl St., Granbury.
OKLAHOMA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. CH #61, P.O. Box
700334, Tulsa, OK 74170-0334
PARIS STAMP CLUB. CH #67, P.O. Box 82, Paris, TX
75461-0082; meets 3rd Mon., 7:00 PM, Calvary
Methodist Church, 3105 Lamar Ave., Paris.
PRAIRIE BEAVER REGIONAL GROUP, British North
America Philatelic Society Ltd., Unit #1, 501 Fairview
Ave., College Station, TX 77840-2933.
RED RIVER STAMP SOCIETY, CH #58, P.O. Box 3352,
Shreveport, LA 71133-3352; meets 1st Wed., 7:30
PM, Aulds South Bossier Branch Library, 3950
Wayne Ave., Bossier City.
SAN ANTONIO PHILATELIC ASSN., LCH #3, 2903
Nacogdoches Rd., San Antonio, TX 78217-4522;
meets every Fri., 7:30 PM, MacArthur Park Lutheran
Church, 2903 Nacogdoches Rd., San Antonio.
SEAGULL STAMP CLUB, LCH # 11, P.O. Box 30574,
Corpus Christi, TX 78463-0574; meets 2nd Weds.,
7:00 PM, Main Library, 805 Comanche St., Corpus
Christi.
SOUTH PLAINS STAMP CLUB, CH #36, P.O. Box 68154,
Lubbock, TX 79414-8154; meets 4th Tues. (2nd Tues.
in Nov. and Dec.), 7:30 PM, Municipal Garden & Arts
Center, 4215 S. University Ave., Lubbock.
TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY, Unit #3, 3916
Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005, meets at
stamp shows in various cities.
TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB, LCH #10, 4113 Paint Rock
Dr., Austin, TX 78731-1320; meets biannually at
stamp shows in Dallas and Houston.
TEXOMA STAMP CLUB. CH #64, 411 W. Reiman St.,
Seymour, TX 76380-2439; meets 2nd Thurs. and
4th Tues., 7:00 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd.,
Wichita Falls.
TWIN LAKES COIN AND STAMP CLUB, CH #66, 906
Nola Ruth Blvd., Harker Heights, TX 76548-1540;
meets last Tues., 6:30 PM, Harker Heights Library,
901 S. Ann Blvd., Harker Heights.
VICTORIA STAMP CLUB, CH #65, 105 Calle Ricardo.,
Victoria, TX 77904-1203; meets 1st Mon. 7:00 PM,
First Victoria National Bank, Town and Country
Room, 101 S. Main St., Victoria.
WICHITA FALLS COIN & STAMP CLUB, LCH #5, 411
W. Reiman St., Seymour, TX 76380-2439; meets 4th
Thurs., 7:30 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd.,
Wichita Falls.

ROCKET MAIL
What is Rocket Mail?

L

Simply put, it is mail carried by rockets!

ong before governments became officially involved,
individual inventors began experimenting with rockets. Their small-scale efforts helped pave the way for today’s outer-space science.
To help finance their early experiments, the idea of carrying messages by rocket was used. The first to do this was
Friedrich Schmeidl of Austria, in 1928. He was thus responsible for the world’s first rocket mail.
Following his example, experimenters in various countries began to privately print special stamps for use on
rocket mail, selling these stamps and flown covers as souvenirs to the public. In most cases, the covers, following the rocket flight, were posted by
regular mail, thus providing authentication. This early memorabilia of rocketry soon became prized collector items. With the growth of space science, rocket mail has become
an increasingly important field of philately.
The amateur rocket pioneers deserve much credit for imagination and inventiveness.
Stephen H. Smith, of India, conducted over fifty trials, and succeeded in safely transporting by rockets live animals and merchandise twenty years before the Russians sent their
space dogs aloft. He was recognized on an Indian postage stamp issued in 1992.
Other early trailblazers were Gerhard Zucker of Germany, Alan Young of Australia, Karl Roberti and A.J. de Bruin of the Netherlands, H. Weihs of Yugoslavia, and Willy Ley and Robert Goddard of the United States. Goddard is recognized as the father of
rocketry in America.
I have an extensive stock of rocket covers from Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium,
Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Poland, Sweden, Switzerland, Yugoslavia, and the United States.
Here are a couple of rocket mail covers. The numbers are from the Ellington-Zwisler
Rocket Mail Catalogue of 1967, the definitive work on rocket mail:

1. U.S. EZ#44C1—June 11, 1961. Purple rectangle with “LAUNCHED IN ORRINGTON, MAINE, JUNE 11,
1961.” Another purple rectangle with “RECOVERED AUG. 25, 1961, FROM FIELD’S POND SWAMP.”
Rouletted blue on silver rocket stamp. Cover bears U.S. seven-cent airmail stamp. When the cover was recovered from the swamp it was damp and after drying out was quite wrinkled. Nice crash cover! Price: $25.00.
2. U.S. EZ#47C6—July 2, 1961. Red imprint cachet and “25th ANNIVERSARY FIRST INTERNATIONAL
ROCKET MAIL.” Purple “ROCKET NO. 11.” United Nations 11-cent air letter envelope with imperf multicolored rocket stamp with “MEXICO TO UNITED STATES.” Very lovely cover! Price: $25.00.

I promised to list more items this time, but was unable to. Will try in next ad!
Minimum order $25. Please add $2.00 shipping on orders less than $100. Take a 10% discount on filled orders of $100
or more. I accept checks or money orders only! If I don’t know you, personal checks must clear before orders ship.

Warren H. Crain

P.O. Box 5954
San Antonio, Texas 78201-5954

Sometimes, STAMP COLLECTING
is all about the numbers…
(and we don’t just mean the standard reference catalogs!)

When the time comes to sell your philatelic treasures, please consider
Heritage Auction Galleries first. Choosing us as your auctioneer really
is about our numbers – and the dollars we can achieve for you:
• MARKETING REACH: 375,000+ registered bidder-members at HA.com;
600,000+ collectors on our mailing list; from 164 countries!
• DEMAND GENERATED: $600+ million in annual sales (auction and private reaty);
in addition to thousands of world record prices,
Heritage holds four Guinness records!
• STABILITY YOU CAN TRUST: Financial stability based on over
$100 million in assets; Heritage has served 45,000+ consignors
in 2,000 auctions, generating $3 billion-plus in
total sales; and every Heritage consignor
has been paid in full and on-time!
• A FITTING MEMORIAL: In addition to the
printed catalog, your stamp collection can
live forever online; our Permanent Auction
Archives contain lot descriptions,
images, and prices realized of more
than 2 million collectibles and art
lots we’ve auctioned so far!
• LONGEVITY: Heritage began selling
rare coins and stamps more than four
decades ago, and we have re-entered
the philatelic market in a big way. And
remember, all of our impressive
numbers come with a
dedication to friendly,
professional service.

Heritage sold this “Never Hinged”
example (only six known thus) of the most
famous of all U.S. error stamps
– the INVERTED JENNY rarity –
for $825,000 in December 2007.

To discuss consigning your stamps
or philatelic collections to an
upcoming Heritage Signature®
Auction, please call Steven Crippe
at 800-872-6467 ext. 1777 or email
StevenC@HA.com.

Formerly trading as Ivy, Shreve & Mader Philatelic Auctions

Annual Sales Exceeding $600 Million • 375,000+ Online Registered Bidder-Members
3500 Maple Avenue, 17th Floor • Dallas, Texas 75219-3941
or visit HA.com • 214.528.3500 • FAX: 214.409.1425 • e-mail: Consign@HA.com
To reserve your copy of any Heritage auction catalog, please contact Client Service at 1.800.872.6467,
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ext. 1150, or
visit www.HA.com/Catalog
to order by email.

TX Auctioneer licenses: Samuel Foose 11727; Robert Korver 13754; John Petty 13740; Mike Sadler 16129; Andrea Voss 16406
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