


Park Cities Stamps
Byron Sandfield

64405 North Central Expressway, Suite 316
Dallas, Texas 75206

e-mail: byron@mailtlc.com 
For Appointment: (214) 361-4322

Quality Postal History

Sugarland, TX with Matagorda DPO cancel to New Orleans
folded stampless letter posted December 18, 1849. Price — $375.00

Also, well-stocked in U.S., Classics, Revenues and Locals

Please visit my table at this upcoming show:
Greater Houston Stamp Show 2008

Humble Convention Center
Humble, Texas, Sept. 19-21, 2008
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president’s message

By Arthur P. von Reyn
In this issue of The Texas Philatelist, you’ll find Lyle Boardman’s article about a postal tribute 

for the centennial of Lyndon B. Johnson. In fact, it was due to sheer luck and some fast action 
that a special cancellation for the 100th birthday of our 36th president came to fruition.

As the deadline for the July-August issue of The Texas Philatelist approached, an article 
was still needed to fill out about six pages of space. Finally at the office, I overheard someone 
say they had noticed on the Internet that this year marked LBJ’s 100th birthday. Further, the 
birthday fell in late August. I let Doug Moss, our journal’s editor, know that this would be a 
very timely item to fill in journal’s gap, and immediately began to do background research 
and make some calls to see what philatelic tributes were being planned.

To my astonishment, I discovered neither the Lyndon 
Baines Johnson Library and Museum on the University 
of Texas at Austin campus, nor the post offices in either 
Stonewall or Johnson City, both Hill Country towns with 
strong LBJ connections, were planning anything phila-
telic to mark LBJ’s 100th birthday on August 27. This was 
despite the fact both the LBJ Library and Stonewall post 
office have offered special cancels for prior birthdays, as 
evidenced by cachets in my collection!

The moral of this tale is, don’t assume that organizers 
of important events will automatically include a postal 
tribute in their planning. It’s up to collectors to make sure it happens. Thanks to Lyle Boardman 
and the Austin-Texas Stamp Club for coming to the rescue with a special “LBJ 100” cancellation 
and some great cachets, just in the nick of time for the LBJ’s birthday centennial!

JOURNAL PROOFREADERS NEEDED
Back when publication of this journal in its current format began, we asked for volunteers 

to help with proofreading, and about a half dozen members answered the call. As usual, at-
trition has taken its toll, and now maybe one or two are able to help at any particular time. If 
you feel helping to eliminate the annoying errors that appear in this publication from time 
to time would be your forte, please contact editor Doug Moss.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR TPA TABLE AT AMERSTAMP EXPO/TEXPEX
Whenever the phrase “volunteers needed” is used, whether at meetings or in this publica-

tion, inevitably the appeal falls on suddenly deaf ears, or substantial arm twisting is required to 
achieve the desired result. February’s Ameristamp Expo/TEXPEX is a great opportunity for the 
TPA to put its best foot forward. Therefore, we are asking members to commit to a two-hour 
stint at our society table, which needs to be manned by two individuals at all times. 

If you are interested in helping, write or e-mail me. Or, better yet, come to either the Greater 
Houston Stamp Show in mid-September, or the Mid-Cities Stamp Expo in early November, 
and sign up at the TPA information table. While there, don’t forget to register to win a 2009 
Scott Specialized Catalogue of Stamps and Covers, to be given away at each of those events.

In Philatelic Friendship,

Arthur P. von Reyn 

Event organizers may not consider philately
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By Lyle Boardman

Being treasurer of a volunteer organization 
like the Texas Philatelic Association can 

be a lifetime job. I knew that when I took the 
job in 1994 after the previous treasurer, Otis 
Bobbitt, passed away. I have run unopposed 
in every election since, and at the end of my 
current term in April 2010, will have had the 
job for 16 years. While I have truly enjoyed the 
challenge, the time is approaching for someone 
new to take over. I am still healthy, and rela-
tively young (late sixties), and will continue to 
be an active participant in the TPA. 

When I took over the treasurer duties, I 
spent a considerable time interpreting what 
Otis had done, and set up a set of books 
that I could deal with. Over the years, I have 
assumed some of the duties traditionally per-
formed by the secretary, and the current setup 
is a combination of duties of both offices. A 
new person may take a different approach 
than mine, but I would prefer to give that 

individual a face-to-face, or e-mail-to-e-mail, 
opportunity to learn the responsibilities.

As it stands now, the primary functions of 
the treasurer are:
•	 Maintaining	a	membership	list	and	keep-

ing track of who has paid their dues.
•	 Maintaining	 a	mailing	 list	 of	 active	

members.
•	 Receiving	dues	and	other	payments.
•	 Paying	vendors.
•	 Maintaining	financial	records	and	pro-

ducing annual reports.
There are lots of details, but you only get 

to hear about them if you are interested in 
being the next TPA treasurer. And, as they 
say	 in	 the	want	ads,	 the	qualified	candidate	
will have some experience in accounting, and 
should have good organizational skills. If you 
are	qualified	and/or	interested,	contact	me	by	
e-mail at lcb1941@att.net, or at 3916 Wyld-
wood	Rd,,	Austin,	Texas	78739-3005,	or	by	
phone	at	(512)	282-4150.	

Wanted for training now: treasurer candidate



I am currently a member of the Texas Philatelic Association and request that my status be converted to 
a life membership. I am remitting payment as indicated below. (Prospective new members must use a 
membership application form, available at www.texasphilatelic.org, or by mail at the address below.)

If charging, write name and billing address as it appears on cardholder account.

Name Phone

Address

City State ZIP

 Check  Mastercard or Visa #

	 Expiration	Date		 •	 Verification	Code*

 Cardholder Signature

	 Easy Credit Card Payment Option
 Beginning upon receipt, please bill my card in four quarterly installments of $40.00.

SEND TO: Lyle Boardman, TPA Treasurer, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739

LIFE MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT REQUEST FORM

Become a LIFE MEMBER of the 

Texas PhilaTelic
associaTion

•	Eliminate	annual	dues	
collection	hassle

•	Support	the	TPA	for	many	
years	to	come

•	Easy	credit	card	payment	
plan	available

Still	only	$160.00	for	a	limited	time*
*Rate increase will be considered at next TPA board of directors meeting.

* Last three digits of seven 
numbers in card signature 
block.
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By Douglas Moss

The Sam Houston Duck Company of Houston, Texas, 
recently published its 2008-2009 Ducks Plus Postage 

Stamps, a specialized catalogue and price guide that appears 
to list just about anything and everything related to waterfowl 
and other hunting and conservation type stamps.

It begins with a listing of Federal Duck Stamps. Each 
stamp issue is illustrated in full color, accompanied by a 
Scott catalogue number and a variety of prices based on 
grade, hinging, hunter signed or unsigned, 
artist signed, etc.

Following the Federal Duck Stamps are 
the Junior Duck Stamps, then errors and va-
rieties, and remarques. A remarque is artwork 
that is added to a stamp. The artwork added to 
the stamp can be by the original artist, or an-
other artist in tribute to the original artist.

A detailed history of the Federal Duck 
Stamp program is provided. A bit of trivia 
one can test on a fellow collector is why the 
Scott catalogue publisher lists what it calls 
hunting	permit	stamps	with	a	“RW”	prefix.	
It	 turns	 out	 “RW”	 is	 short	 for	 “Revenue	
Waterfowl.”	

There are 22 pages in this publication de-
voted to state duck stamps, a good number of 
them	being	illustrated.	All	50	states	now	issue	
duck	stamps;	Texas’	first	came	out	in	1981,	
making it the 21st state to do so.

A huge assortment of other hunting, 
fishing,	and	conservation	stamps,	issued	not	
only by states but nations worldwide, are also 
listed in this comprehensive catalogue. Duck 
stamp collecting supplies and literature round 
out these offerings. The catalogue ends with 
a short section of mostly mint U.S. singles 
and sets.

Though I am not a collector of duck 
stamps—I have a very small collection of 
state duck stamps—I found this catalogue 
a valuable reference that has found space on 
my philatelic bookshelf. Some of the things I 

Sam Houston releases its 
2008-2009 duck catalogue

learned in reviewing it are: Texas has released 
freshwater	and	saltwater	fishing	stamps	since	
1985;	the	first	dog	featured	on	a	Federal	Duck	
Stamp	was	the	1959	issue	(Scott	#RW26);	and	
that Australia issues koala conservation stamps. 
While thumbing through the catalogue, it is 
very difficult to resist not adding yet another 
area to collect.

All stamps in the catalogue are offered for 
sale by Sam Houston for the catalogue price 
listed. Items that are scarcer, or subject to 
greater	market	fluctuation,	may	have	a	POR	
(price on request) notation.

The images are crisp and beautiful. There 
is a comprehensive index by waterfowl species 
and by artist. 

This catalogue is offered by the leader in 
the	field	of	duck	stamps,	so	it’s	the	place	to	
start if you want to expand your philatelic 
collection.

There are two ways to obtain a copy of this 
catalogue. A free electronic version in a PDF 
format is available from www.shduck.com. 
The	file	size	is	12.51	megabytes.	Those	prefer-
ring an old-fashioned hard copy can contact 
Sam Houston Ducks and request a copy be 
mailed	for	$5,	an	amount	that	is	refundable	
with	the	first	order.	This	is	a	no-lose	situation	
for the collector to get a hold of a valuable 
philatelic resource. Even those who do not 
collect duck stamps will enjoy learning about 
them with this catalogue. 
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editor’s notes
Lincoln bicentennial feted in 2009 U.S. issues

By Douglas Moss
It is the time of the year to look forward to the 2009 issues, which were previewed at an 

annual U.S. Postal Service media event, held at this summer’ s APS StampShow in Hartford, 
Connecticut. One need only to look back at 1959 for a hint at some of the obvious subjects, 
with the most noteworthy being the bicentennial of the birth of Abraham Lincoln, to be 
marked with a set of four stamps. Natural anniversaries to commemorate in 2009 are the 
50th year of Alaskan and Hawaiian statehood, and Oregon’s sesquicentennial.

The most intriguing issue depicts 20 different pioneers from the days of black-and-white 
television. Not to worry, I Love Lucy, a series that still survives in reruns, is included.

A souvenir sheet will honor four Supreme Court justices: Louis Brandeis, William Brennan, 
Felix Frankfurter and Joseph Story. Edgar Allan Poe gets postal recognition, along with Gary 
Cooper, the Legend of Hollywood representative. The Black Heritage series honoree is educa-
tor Anna Julia Cooper. In the American Treasures series, Edward Hopper’s 1930 painting, The 
Long Leg, will be depicted. The subject of a Literary Arts stamp will be announced later.

Some of the other issues are a given. There will be two more 10-design Flags of our Nation 
coils, another Lunar New Year adhesive, and “Kelp Forest” is the title of the 11th of 12 planned 
Nature of America series sheets. Miami University in Ohio will get a stamped card.

So far, the lone Texas connection will be a structure at Matagorda Island appearing on 
one of five stamps in a Gulf Coast Lighthouse strip.

A four-design strip will celebrate Thanksgiving Day parades. For Christmas, four con-
temporary stamps will depict reindeer, a snowman, a gingerbread cookie and a nutcracker. 
Madonna and Sleeping Child by Sassoferrato, located in the Hearst Castle in California, is the 
traditional Christmas design. An alternative single, featuring Angel with Lute by papal painter 
Melozzo da Forli, will be released for use on Christmas or even sympathy cards.

Good or bad, that’s a look at most of the planned commemorative issues in 2009. A 
certainty for 2009 is another rate hike, most likely to 45¢ for first-class letters, and to 29¢ for 
postcards, so new designs will appear for two Love, two Wedding, a Hannukkah and a Kwanzaa 
stamp. The usual spate of definitives and postal stationery can be expected as well!  

U.S. & Foreign Stamps & Covers
• Hawaii Specialized • U.S. & U.S. Possessions
• Pioneer Flights Worldwide • Tonga Tin Can Mail
• Rocket Mail • Patriotics
• Specialized “SCADTA” Stamps & Covers • U.S. First Days
• Zeppelin Covers of the World • Worldwide Souvenir Sheets

MUCH MORE, PLEASE ASK
Warren H. Crain

P.O. Box 5954 • San Antonio, TX 78201 • (210) 344-0303
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2009 AmeriStamp Expo/TEXPEX plans detailed
limited	 to	 100	 frames	 of	Mexican-related	
philatelic material in the multiframe postal 
division. The show is hosting the national 
meeting	 of	 the	Mexico	Elmhurst	 Philatelic	
Society	International	(MESPI).

The AmeriStamp exhibition is annually 
dedicated to exhibits showcasing single frame, 
most	popular	championship,	charity/promo-
tion/cinderella,	display,	illustrated	mail,	youth,	
and post card categories.

Steve	Reinhardt,	APS	Chairman	 of	 the	
Committee for the Accreditation of National 
Exhibitions and Judges, will chair a panel 
of nine judges that will include at least one 
specialist	in	Mexican	philately.	The	balance	of	
the	panel	is	Mark	Banchik	(New	York),	Tim	
Bartshe (Colorado), Darrell Ertzberger (Vir-
ginia), Joe Frasch (Ohio), Colin Fraser (New 
York),	Alfredo	Frohlich	(Florida),	Jim	Mazepa	
(Florida),	and	David	McNamee	(California).

Grand champions will be selected as if 
AmeriStamp and the TEXPEX were sepa-
rate, both qualifying for the APS Champion 
of Champions exhibition set for Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, from Aug. 6-9, 2009. The pro-
spectus and entry form is already available on 

By Tom Koch

The national philatelic scene will focus on 
North Texas next Feb. 20-22, 2009, when 

the American Philatelic Association brings 
its prestigious winter show to the Arlington 
Convention Center, 1200 Ballpark Way, 
Arlington, Texas.

This event will be unusual in that the APS 
and TEXPEX are combining their shows for 
2009. The official title of the show is APS 
AmeriStamp	Expo/TEXPEX.	This	will	be	the	
largest philatelic affair to be staged in the Lone 
Star State since the 1993 APS StampShow 
held in Houston.

AmeriStamp	Expo/TEXPEX	will	serve	as	
the site for the 113th annual convention of the 
Texas Philatelic Association. The TPA has re-
quested the usual Saturday morning times for 
its annual meeting, as well as board of directors 
and Foundation trustees gatherings. It will also 
man a society table throughout the show. The 
Texas Postal History Society has also asked for 
space to conduct its usual functions.

In a special formula reached between 
the APS and TEXPEX, the annual TEXPEX 
World Series of Philately exhibition will be 
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an	enormous	main	hall	of	nearly	50,000	square	
feet that will accommodate dealers, world class 
exhibits, postal authorities and youth activi-
ties. The APS has reserved an additional hall of 
30,000	square	feet	and	meeting	space	of	8,000	
square feet. The only stamp show held in the 
facility previously was TEXPEX 1992.

The newly-refurbished Sheraton Hotel, 
adjacent to the Arlington Convention Center, 
will serve as the main show hotel. The facility 
has been undergoing a $16 million hotel reno-
vation,	with	only	three	top	floors	unfinished.	
All other floors, the scenic restaurant and bar, 
the	 lobby	 and	 the	fitness	 room	are	finished	
and in full operation.

The	show	rate	 is	$125	 single	or	double.	
Additional guests are allowed in the rooms for 
an extra $10 per night. There is no additional 
charge	 for	guests	18	and	under	who	stay	 in	
the booked rooms.

Although admission to the show will be 
free, parking at the convention center current-
ly	costs	$5.00	per	day.	Those	who	stay	at	the	
Sheraton Hotel will enjoy free parking. 

the Texas Philatelic As-
sociation website, www.
texasphilatelic.org, and will be posted soon 
on the APS website, www.stamps.org.

All single frame exhibits, except youth 
class and postcard entries, will be eligible for 
the AmeriStamp One-Frame Grand Award.

Harmer-Schau Auction Galleries Inc. of 
California has been designated as the Offi-
cial	Auctioneer	for	APS	AmeriStamp	Expo/
TEXPEX.

The	AmeriStamp	Expo/TEXPEX	venue	is	

STAMP COLLECTIONS WANTED
I am always interested in buying collections and estates of United 
States and Foreign Stamps and Covers. For larger collections, I 
will visit you. I can offer many years of experience as a professional

stamp dealer in Texas (call 
for a free copy of my book 
Fifty Years of Texas Philately). 
You will find that I treat both you 
and your stamps with the respect 
and courtesy you deserve.

FROM JUNE-OCTOBER
Contact me on Cape Cod:

P.O. Box 2836
Orleans, MA 02653

Phone (508) 240-2683

Charles Deaton
P.O. Box 2465

Fredericksburg, TX 78624-1922
Phone (713) 927-9948

cwdeaton@aol.com
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EVERY TPA MEMBER IS ASKED TO 
HELP SUPPORT THE ANNUAL

YOUTH HOLIDAY
STAMP DESIGN CONTEST

BY DONATING JUST 100 STAMPS!
It’s easy! Just gather together 100 different, off paper 
stamps, either all United States or all foreign, and 
preferably large commemoratives that kids would like, and 
slip them in a regular envelope that is addressed to:

100-Stamp Challenge
c/o Jerold Plumb

421 Daniel St.
Richardson, TX 75080-4507

WIN A SCOTT U.S. CATALOGUE!
Don’t forget to write your return address on the envelope 
in order to be automatically entered into a drawing for 
a 2009 Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States 
Stamps and Covers, to be given away in November! Odds 
of winning determined by the number of entries received.
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By Douglas Moss

From the fall of 1903 to the fall of 1906, the 
U.S. Post Office Department distributed 

new rubber cancellation devices, mostly to 
fourth-class	post	offices.	At	first	glance,	the	can-
cellation produced by one of these devices seems 
quite familiar, consisting of a circular postmark 
with	“killer”	parallel	bars	to	the	right.

These cancels were, according to postal 
historian Gary Anderson, “the Post Office 
Department’s	first	attempt	to	improve	post-
mark	legibility	by	issuing	rubber	handstamps.”	
What differentiates the impressions from these 
hand cancellation devices from similar ones 
still used today are one or two large numerals 
that are found within the killer bars.

These cancels are now known as Doanes, 
named	after	postal	historian	Edith	R.	Doane,	
who became interested in the cancels in the 
1950s	and	published	her	research	in	1978,	re-
vealing that the numerals in the bars correlated 
with the amount of compensation received by 
the local postmaster the year before the cancel-
lation device was issued to a post office.

For example, if a postmaster’s salary was 
$217	per	annum	the	previous	year,	then	the	
hand cancel for that post office would have the 
numeral	“2”	within	the	killer	bars.

Collectors often overlook Doanes that 
lurk within their collections because the killer 
portion of the cancellation devices naturally 
winds up on the stamp. Thus, the numerals 
become less distinct, particularly on dark 
colored stamps. They are best seen on postal 
stationery, as illustrated in this article.

Another interesting aspect of the Doane 
cancellation is the varieties. There are three 
major types of Doane cancellations.

Type	 1	Doanes	 have	 five	 thin	 solid	
killer bars to the right of the cancellation. 
The	 dials	 usually	measure	 between	 27	
and 29 mm, and a tight block type face 
was used. The devices were issued for one 
month,	from	August	28	to	September	28,	
1903, to 1,600 post offices. 

Type 2 Doanes are often referred to as 
the	“railroad	track”	style,	having	four	killer	
bars, each bar made up of two parallel lines. 

Doane cancels encode postmaster compensation

Doane cancels are named for the postal historian who deciphered the meaning of the number within the 
killer bars to the right of the postmark. They were most commonly used in the early 1900s at fourth-class 
post offices in small communities. This is an example from Tehuacana, a community near Mexia that once 
had as many as 600 residents, but counted just 307 souls on the 2000 U.S. Census. 
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Often the lines 
became clogged 
with ink mak-
ing them appear 
to be solid Type 
3 cancels. The 
diameter of the 
dials is between 
28	and	30	mil-
limeters, and 
the type face 
was normally 
Romanesque	
or tight block. 
The distribu-
tion period of 
the Type 2 to 
17,500	post	of-

fices	lasted	from	September	29,	1903,	until	
June	30,	1905.

Type 3 Doanes feature four thick solid 
killer bars. The dials usually measure be-
tween 31 and 32 mm, and the type face 
was either standard or elongated block 
styles. Exactly 12,000 of these cancellation 
devices were sent out to post offices from 
July	1,	1905	until	the	fall	of	1906.

Within these three main types, a number 
of variations can also be found, providing ad-
ditional challenges to the postal historian.

As	of	 this	writing,	 there	 are	843	Doane	
cancels from Texas towns and cities listed 
on Gary Anderson’s website http://www.
doanecancel.com/doane.html.	Of	 those,	17	
are duplicates, meaning the postmaster’s com-
pensation changed. Postmaster compensation 
was based on the value of stamps and money 
orders sold. 

Examples of unrecorded Doane cancels 
are still being discovered, such as one that 
recently surfaced from Bede, Texas, shown 
on the next page.

More	 than	 30%	 of	 the	Doane	 cancels	
recorded	for	Texas	are	the	numeral	“1,”	indi-
cating those postmasters received a whopping 
compensation of $100 to $199 per annum. 
The highest recorded Texas Doane is the nu-
meral	“18,”	from	the	post	office	in	Eagle	Pass,	
in	Maverick	County.

The distribution of the types of Doane 
cancels in Texas mirrored the total produced 
by the U.S. Post Office Department, with 
known	varieties	being	58	of	Type	1,	517	of	
Type	2	and	268	of	Type	3.

This cover, mailed from Cross Plains in West Texas, bears a Type 2 Doane cancel, just like the cover il-
lustrated on the previous page. There are four killer bars that actually consist of two parallel lines each. 
The numeral “4” indicates the postmaster received compensation of between $400 and $500 a year.

Texas
Doane Cancels

Numeral Quantity
 Known
“1” 265
“2” 142
“3” 95
“4” 47
“5” 22
“6” 2
“7” 2
“8” 4
“9” 2
“11” 1
“22” 1
? 210*
* Should exist but not 
yet recorded (Data cour-
tesy of Gary Anderson)
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As noted previously, distribution of the 
Doane rubber stamp device ended in the fall 
of 1906, but they were very popular with 
many postmasters, who used them until they 
absolutely wore out. There is documented use 
of	a	Doane	cancellation	as	late	as	1950.	Cur-
rently, the latest known use of a Texas Doane 
is from Waring, in Kendall County, with the 
date of October 22, 1923.

In addition to the website www.doan-
ecancel.com, Gary Anderson has coauthored 
with Bill Helbock a 2nd edition of the United 
States Doane Book. Gary encourages readers to 
visit his website and report items not currently 
listed, or for which information is still needed. 
He can be contacted at P.O. Box 600039 St. 
Paul,	MN,	or	by	e-mail	at	garyndak@comast.
net.
References:

Anderson, Gary. “Texas Doanes” The Website of 
Doane Cancel List of Known Doane Cancels. Gary 
Anderson. 26 July 2008. 3 August 2008 <http://www.
doanecancel.com/texas_doanes.html>.

“Idaho Doanes” Idaho Doanes. 15 October 2007. 
25 August 2008 <http://www.lastphase.com/idaho.
htm>.

“Tehuacana.” TexasEscapes.Com. 23 June 2008 
<http://www.texasescapes.com/CentralTexasTowns 
North/Tehuacana-Texas.htm>.

There are still Doane cancels out there waiting to be discovered. This one, with a Type 3 cancel from Bebe, 
Texas, just recently surfaced and is currently the only known Doane from that Gonzales County town.

Type 1 Doane, with 
five killer bars.

Type 2 Doane, with 
four “railroad track” 
killer bars.

NOTE: The above examples have been computer 
enhanced for illustrative purposes and should not 
be used for reference to actual examples.

Type 3 Doane, with 
four solid k il ler 
bars.



•

2008 Greater Houston
Stamp Show
62nd Annual Exhibition

of the Houston Philatelic Society

(Exit U.S. Highway 59 at Will Clayton Parkway and go East)
Friday and Saturday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

F 1200 Pages of Exhibits F Barbecue Awards Dinner
F 33-Dealer Bourse F USPS Sales Counter
F Beginners’ Booth F  Special Cancellation
F Prize Drawings F Cacheted Cover
F Sam Houston F  TPA and other Philatelic
 Philatelics Auction  Society Meetings

For an exhibits prospectus or other information, write to Greater Houston 
Stamp	Show,	P.O.	Box	690042,	Houston,	TX	77269-0042	or	visit	the	official	
website www.houstonstampclub.org.

The	official	Show	Hotel	is	the	Hampton	Inn,	located	at	20515	Highway	59	
North (at Will Clayton Parkway) in Humble. A limited number of rooms are avail-
able at the special show rate of $79.00 per night plus tax for single or double 
occupancy, including a free hot continental breakfast and shuttle service to and 
from the airport and the show site. The special rate expires September 4, 2008, 
or	when	all	 the	rooms	are	sold,	whichever	occurs	first.	For	reservations,	call	
(281) 446-4800 and mention “Houston Stamp Show Party.”

SEPTEMBER 19-21, 2008
Humble Civic Center

8233 Will Clayton Parkway
Humble, Texas

Sponsored by the Houston Philatelic Society
P.O. Box 690042, Houston, TX  77269-0452
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(Editor’s Note: This is one of three articles on 
Mexican philately that will appear in The Texas 
Philatelist prior to AmeriStamp Expo/TEX-
PEX 2009, hosting the meeting of the Mexico 
Elmhurst Philatelic Society International.) 

By Marc E. Gonzales 

Finding a one-of-a-kind stamp while look-
ing through a dollar box of stamps is one 

of the joys of stamp collecting. The chances of 
doing	this	are	greater	for	collectors	of	Mexico,	
making that just one more reason to look 
south of the border when considering new 
avenues to explore.

Stamp collectors tend to go through phas-
es.	At	first,	there	is	the	general	curiosity	and	a	
desire to accumulate everything. Then, most 
realize that is impossible, so the next progres-

Mexican stamps open many collecting avenues
sion is towards 
spec ia l i za t ion 
in some degree. 
Philatelists gener-
ally collect their 
home country, 
and possibly an-
other favorite 
country or two.

When	 I	 first	
began collecting 
stamps in earnest, 
I l iked Egypt, 
finding the an-
cient Egyptian 
pyramids fasci-
nating. I also dis-
covered China, 
being attracted to the diverse various over-
prints	applied	to	their	stamps	in	the	first	half	
of the 20th century. Chinese issues were also 
relatively cheap several decades ago, another 
good reason to collect that particular country. 
As time went on, I yearned to visit the pyra-
mids of Egypt that were pictured on many of 
the earlier issues, and the exotic provinces of 
China	identified	by	various	overprints.	But	all	
that was out of my reach.

Then	it	hit	me!	Mexico	has	ancient	pyra-
mids,	Mexico	has	exotic	places	and	overprints,	
and	Mexico	 is	 very	 close	by,	 easy	 to	 visit.	 I	
bought	a	dealer	packet	of	Mexico	stamps,	and	
that was the beginning of a passion that has 
yet	to	recede	after	25	years!	

Mexico	has	so	much	to	offer	in	so	many	
areas that I have only been able to delve into 
a small portion of its many collecting oppor-
tunities.	My	interest	is	the	first	few	issues	of	
the	classics,	generally	defined	as	stamps	issued	
before	1869,	1875,	1884	or	1900,	depending	
upon what authority you talk to!

I have yet to collect later 19th and early 
20th century, especially the rich revolutionary 
period. Nor have I touched the modern issues 
including the Architectural, the Exporta or the 

The five stamps in Mexico’s 
first issue depict Miguel Hi-
dalgo, instigator of the war 
for independence. The ½ real 
blue (Scott #1) currently cat-
alogues at about $35 used. A 
district overprint validated 
these early stamps.

The Arts and Architecture series of 1950-75 fea-
tured small size regular and large size airmail 
stamps with a paper, color, and other varieties.
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Conserva issues.
If	 one	 uses	 1883	 as	 the	 ending	 date,	

the	classic	era	of	Mexico	 is	characterized	by	
most stamps having overprints applied to 

validate them, a step 
taken to prevent the 
theft of stamps in 
stagecoach robber-
ies—there was no 
extensive railroad 
network that would 
provide more secure 
delivery of stamps 
to postmasters un-
til	 the	 1880s.	The	
various overprints 
include the district 

post office name or number, or the year and 
invoice number, or combinations of both.

Some	districts	were	large,	such	as	Mexico	
and Guadalajara; others were very small such 
as Baja California or 
Isla del Carmen, with 
some stamps from the 
the smaller districts 
being quite rare. The 
2-real	 black	 of	 1861	
(Scott	 #8)	 carries	 a	
valuation of less than 

$5	for	a	common	variety,	but	in	Follansbee’s	A 
Catalogue of the Stamps of Mexico 1856-1910, 
one with an Isla del Carmen overprint runs 
$2,000! This book is a must if you collect 
classic	Mexico.	

There	 are	many	ways	 to	 collect	Mexico.	
One can choose one issue such as the Hidalgo 
issue	 of	 1856,	Mexico’s	 first,	 that	 has	 five	
basic values. To complete the issue, one must 
acquire many more. The Follansbee catalogue 
prices	out	248	different	stamps	for	this	issue,	
not to mention non-priced items. If that is 
not enough to pique one’s interest, there are 
the sub-office cancels; some specialists have 
thousands of different varieties.

Another way to collect classics is to special-
ize in a particular district instead of one issue. 
That way, one achieves a broader knowledge 
of	the	stamps	of	Mexico.	My	favorite	district	
is	Mazatlan.

The	 classic	 stamps	 of	Mexico	 also	 have	
some of the most beau-
tiful, ornate, and in-
teresting cancels in the 
world.

The revolutionary 
period of 1913-16 has 
captured the imagina-
tion of many collectors. 

The 18-year run of the Exporta defintive series included the period of high inflation from the late 
1980s to the early 1990s, resulting in values ranging from five centavos to 7,200 pesos. More than 
325 varieties collectible varieties have been recorded, making it by far the most popular modern issue 
among Mexican specialists.

This 25-centavo Emperor 
Maximilian stamp is a 
reminder of the French 
incursion into Mexico in 
the 1860s. 

Cancellations applied to classic 19th century Mexican stamps can be quite beautiful and ornate.
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Times were tough, the country was in civil 
war and regional varieties abound, including 
private overprints made by Pancho Villa and 
other	 generals	 of	 the	Revolution.	Nick	Fol-
lansbee	also	“wrote	the	book”	on	the	stamps	
of the revolution.

Mexico’s	history	is	very	colorful,	including	
foreign interventions, an emperor who wasn’t 
even	Mexican,	 regional	 wars	 and	military	
coups. All this is reflected in its philatelic 
heritage.

If one favors more modern stamps, the Ar-
chitecture and Archeology series, the Exporta 
issue, and now the Conserva series, provide 
tremendous specialization opportunities.

The Architecture and Archeology series 
was	produced	over	a	period	of	25	years,	and	
many watermark, color, perforation and other 
varieties abound.

The Exporta series is the most challenging 
and	popular	modern	stamp	series	of	Mexico,	
having	 been	 produced	 over	 a	 period	 of	 18	
years.	There	are	14	types	of	paper,	65	different	

Currently, over 42,000 
U.S. and Worldwide Sets 
and Singles Await You.

CLICK HERE.. .  www/huntstamps.com
FOR NEW
STAMPS!

HUNT & CO.
10711 Burnet Road, Suite 314

Austin, TX 78758
1-800-458-5745

E-mail: info@huntstamps.com

1,000’s	of	new	
stamps	just	added!

STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS SINCE 1986

Mexico’s Conserva series, inaugurated in 2002, 
might produce a plethora of varieties for col-
lectors, depending upon how long it continues. 
However, its predecessor, the Tourist series that 
debuted in 1993, was discontinued after nine 
years and so far has not developed a wide collec-
tor following. The period of long-running Mexican 
definitive series may have ended.
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Stamps and Postal History of Italy 

LO GIUDICE
162, via Roma

94010 Gagliano C.to(EN)
Italy

stampsario@aim.com

values,	 28	distinct	 releases,	 not	 to	mention	
differences in tagging and perforations. Dealer 
Enrique Sanchez of Etiangui says there are 
326 varieties, but my guess is that might not 
be	the	final	say.

Another	aspect	of	the	stamps	of	Mexico	
to consider is the scarcity of the stamps in 
relation to their cost. A comparison of early 
“Number	Ones”	 reveals	 the	U.S.	 produced	
3.7	million,	Great	Britain	18	million,	Brazil	
850,000	and	Mexico	772,000.	Yet,	in	the	2009	
Scott	catalogues,	a	used	U.S.	#1	has	a	value	
of	$600,	Great	Britain	is	$275,	Brazil	is	$600	
and	Mexico	is	only	$35.	Because	Mexico	is	not	
as popular with philatelists, relatively scarce 
items can be acquired at a fraction of the cost 
of other countries.

Where does one start? There are many 
dealers,	who	specialize	in	Mexico,	but	the	first	
step is to gain knowledge and the best resource 
of	 information	 is	membership	 in	Mexico	
Elmhurst Philatelic Society International. The 
society produces an excellent journal entitled 

Mexicana,	and	every	issue	is	filled	with	many	
interesting	articles	on	various	aspects	of	Mexi-
can Philately. Learn more at their web site: 
www.mepsi.org.

About the Author: Marc Gonzales took up 
the hobby seriously in the early 1980s and now 
specializes in the Mexican provisional period 
1867-68 and the Mazatlan District. He has 
written a number of articles for the Mexicana 
journal of the Mexico Elmhurst Philatelic Society 
International (MEPSI) and has won two gold 
awards for his provisionals exhibit. He is cur-
rently vice president of MEPSI and has served 
on its board of directors since 2006. 

Professionals Serving
The Philatelic

Community of Texas
For Information Contact:

GEORGE KUBAL
P.O. BOX 1196

HEWITT, TX 76643-1196

(817) 666-7755
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much less that he shot down any Japanese 
planes. In fact, they demonstrate he was not 
even a qualified Navy pilot. Likewise, these re-
cords contain no evidence he was wounded, 
or that his decorations support his combat 
flying claims.” Polk’s surviving brother William 
has disputed that account.

After leaving the service, Polk returned 
to the Herald Tribune as a Washington cor-
respondent, and in 1945 joined CBS radio as 
an overseas news correspondent. By 1948, he 
was CBS’s chief Middle East correspondent, 
based in Athens, and had married a Greek 
woman.

The Greek civil war is generally regarded 
as having begun around 1943, first as a 
squabble between several resistance groups 
fighting against the puppet government 
installed by the German occupiers. Com-
munists eventually dominated the resistance 
but acceded to a political solution in 1945, 
which eventually unraveled, resulting in full-
scale civil war between a right-wing Royalist 
government and Communist rebels.

By 1948, the U.S. government was spend-
ing $1 million a day to support what many 
regarded as a corrupt Royalist government. 
There were reports of questionable tactics on 
both sides, all fodder for Polk’s reports from 

Texas journalist’s 1948 death remains a mystery
texas connection

By Arthur P. von Reyn
Journalist George Polk is hardly a house-

hold name these days, and this Texan’s 
disappearance and mysterious death some 
60-years ago during the Greek civil war 
would probably have been long forgotten, 
were it not for the annual awards given in his 
name for outstanding investigative broad-
cast reporting.

The Fort Worth native, who questioned 
the motives and integrity of all the major 
participants in the Greek conflict, joined four 
other honorees on the American Journal-
ist stamps issued in June. In the past two 
decades alone, three books have been writ-
ten on the subject of his untimely passing, 
and last year, the long-accepted version of 
his service record during World War II was 
challenged.

George Polk was born on October 17, 
1913 and grew up in Fort Worth. After high 
school, he attended the Virginia Military In-
stitute for three years, but did not graduate. 
Instead, he headed to Alaska in 1937, where 
he became the city editor of the Fairbanks 
Daily News and also finished his studies at the 
University of Alaska. The next year, he headed 
abroad, working at the Shanghai Evening Post 
in China for about a year and then joining 
the Herald Tribune in Paris, France, where he 
worked for a brief time before transferring 
in 1940 to that paper’s foreign news desk in 
New York City.

In 1941, he was commissioned in the U.S. 
Naval Reserve. Polk claimed that he served 
as a pilot at Guadacanal, was wounded in 
action and spent a year in a hospital before 
leaving the service in 1944. But according to 
historian Richard B. Franks, in a story written 
in 2007, Polk “...often regaled his family and 
fellow journalists with tales of his exploits as 
a World War II fighter pilot and ace,” but “None 
of this was true. Official documents reflect no 
evidence that Polk flew fighters in combat, 

George Polk, a Fort Worth native, was 35 years 
old when he disappeared while reporting on the 
Greek civil war in 1948 for CBS radio. His body was 
found a week later.
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the scene. On May 7, Polk told his wife he 
was heading to Salonika in northern Greece, 
apparently to interview a leader of the Com-
munist forces. His body, bound and gagged, 
was found floating in Salonika Bay nine days 
later; he had been shot point blank in the 
head and drowned.

A number of theories have been floated 
over the years, with the most prevalent be-
ing that Polk was killed by Royalists, with the 
Greek and U.S. governments perpetuating a 
cover-up, by virtue of torturing an innocent 
Communist, who eventually confessed to 
the crime. Other theories blame the Commu-
nists, the British and most recently, in a 1996 
book by Elias Vlanton with Zak Mettger, Who 
Killed George Polk? The Press Covers Up a Death 
in the Family—the Salonkia underworld that 
was profiting from all the corruption engen-
dered by U.S. aid. 

Per his request should something hap-
pen to him, Polk was buried in Greece.

Several weeks after his passing, the 

George Polk Award was instituted, and this 
year marks its 60th anniversary.
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By Lyle Boardman

As mentioned at the close of the article
 about Lyndon B. Johnson in the July-

August	2008	edition	of	The Texas Philatelist, 
an effort was being launched to add a philatelic 
aspect to the celebration of the 100th birthday 
of the 36th president of the United States of 
America.

This was actually a belated endeavor, 
implemented after the article’s author, TPA 
President	Arthur	von	Reyn,	called	a	represen-
tative of the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library 
and	Museum	in	Austin,	plus	the	postmasters	
in Johnson City and Stonewall, and discovered 
the festivities failed to include a postal tribute 
to the second native-born Texan to become a 
U.S. president.

I agreed to mount an effort to produce a 
philatelic memento here in Austin. The result 
was a pictorial cancellation based on the LBJ 
100 Celebration logo, one that had been cre-
ated to publicize various LBJ centennial-related 
events conducted during the year, mostly at the 
LBJ Library on the University of Texas at Austin 
campus, and occasionally at the LBJ ranch near 
Stonewall, now known as the Lyndon Baines 
Johnson National Historical Park.

After consultation with the library staff, 

a cancellation design was submitted to the 
U.S. Postal Service by the Austin-Texas Stamp 
Club. The library’s staff also provided a design 
for	a	cachet	to	be	used	for	the	“official”	cover.	
It features a portrait of LBJ on a background 
of stars. The official cover is available from 
the	LBJ	Library	and	Museum’s	store	at	www.
lbjstore.com. There are other event covers 
available online as well; just press on the 
“Philatelic”	link.

On LBJ’s actual 100th birthday, August 
27,	the	library	arranged	for	the	Postal	Service	
to have a small table to provide cancellations 
on either items they brought in with them 
or souvenirs purchased at the facility’s store. 
Austin	Customer	Relations	Coordinator	Bar-
bara Pokorny represented the post office, and 
I stood in for the Austin-Texas Stamp Club. 
We were set up in the library’s lobby in front 
of The Thirteen Americans, a painting by Alfred 
Les that reflects the diversity of the people 
benefiting	from	the	social	programs	enacted	
during the 1960s. 

Because of extensive exterior remodeling 
work being done at the LBJ Library, the place 
where Barbara and I sat would normally be 
near the exit; instead, it was near the tem-
porary entrance. That meant that we were 

able to talk to 
everyone who 
came to  the 
library during 
our short time 
there. Although 
light, the traffic 
included a va-
riety of people 
ranging from 
mothers with 
c h i l d r e n  t o 
tourists from 
England and 
Germany. We 
were not able to 
sell anything—

LBJ’s 100th birthday postal tribute is realized 

The “official” LBJ birthday centennial cover is available from the store at the Lyndon 
Baines Johnson Library and Museum.
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only the library’s store is permitted to retail 
within the facility—so we applied cancella-
tions to postcards visitors purchased from the 
store, and to a few letters.

Since we were only allowed a couple of 
hours to operate the table, we were able to 
see what else was going on in the library after 
our time was up. 

Opening that day was a major exhibit 
on space entitled To the Moon: The American 
Space Program in the 1960s. As Senate major-
ity leader, Johnson co-sponsored the legisla-
tion creating NASA, which is celebrating its 
50th	anniversary	this	year.	The	artifacts	and	
memorabilia on display from the early space 
age include the bill that established NASA, a 

Russian	Vostock spacecraft, and life-size models 
of the seven original astronauts looking over a 
model	of	the	Apollo/Saturn	spacecraft.

There were a few stamps included in the 
space exhibit, but not many; the focus was 
on documents and hardware, of which there 
were plenty. The exhibit continues until July 
20, 2009, the 40th anniversary of the moon 
landing

Since the day was LBJ’s birth centennial, 
birthday cake and coffee were served inside the 
library, and a big birthday card was available 
for signing. In the early evening, a party was 
held in a tent in front of the library, featur-
ing live entertainment, television coverage of 
the Democratic National Convention, and 

Lyle Boardman and Austin Post Office Customer Relations Coordinator Barbara Pokorny set up shop for 
several hours in the lobby of the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library and Museum. Traffic was light, the real 
crowds were to come later when the library provided free barbecue and soft drinks. 
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of course, barbeque and the trimmings, to 
include peach ice cream, and Fresca, LBJ’s 
favorite soft drink. According to library of-
ficials,	several	thousand	visitors	attended	the	
festivities, many of them University of Texas at 
Austin students sensing the free food.

At the LBJ ranch, the president’s birthday 
centennial was celebrated with the annual 
wreath-laying ceremony at his grave on the 
Pedernales	River,	plus	 the	grand	opening	of	
the newly restored ranch house office. In at-
tendance were daughters Luci Baines Johnson 
and	Lynda	Johnson	Robb,	as	well	as	dozens	of	

other family members and friends. Although 
the nearby Stonewall post office has offered 
one or more LBJ birthday special cancellations 
in the past, apparently interest in LBJ has 
waned; there was none this time around.

In addition to the cover available from the 
LBJ	Library	 and	Museum	 store,	 I	 prepared	
four different cachets, illustrations of which 
accompany	this	article.	Readers	can	obtain	one	
or more for $3.00 each from Lyle Boardman, 
3916	Wyldwood	Road,	Austin,	TX	78739-
3005.	Be	sure	to	 identify	which	design(s)	 is	
desired, and include a SASE. 

Barbara Pokorny of Austin’s post office, second 
from right, listens to a taped conversation among 
models representing the original astronauts.

In order to properly celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of Lyndon Johnson, 
there was naturally a birthday cake, plus a 
big birthday card for visitors to sign.
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The author designed these four cachets for Lyndon Baines Johnson’s birthday centennial. They are 
available for $3.00 each plus a SASE from Lyle Boardman, 3017 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005.
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By Gil Weisser

The	results	of	the	TPA/OPS	2008	Summer	Auction	were	close	to	that	of	last	fall’s	effort,	
with	$1,225.00	in	sales	versus	the	earlier	$1,231.50.

These	results	were	despite	five	fewer	bidders	participating	and	five	less	lots	from	which	to	
choose.	Bidding	were	25	TPA	and	five	OPS	members,	with	20	of	them	winning	one	or	more	
items.

As has been the case in the prior two auctions, the United States and related material drew 
the most buyer attention. Special covers and picture post cards also did well, while items from 
France and Turkey performed the worst; only two of the nine offerings from the latter sold.

Receiving	the	most	bids	were	lots	2,	6,	35,	and	72,	ranging	from	10	to	6	bids	each.	There	
were 11 lots that went for the minimum bid amount.

Of	 the	87	offerings,	more	 than	80%	were	 sold.	Of	 the	20	unsold	 lots,	 three	were	 “no	
minimum	bid”	lots.

Lots	were	donated	by	TPA	members	John	Goertz	and	Romaine	Flanagin,	and	by	Ted	Reall	
of	Pawtucket,	Rhode	Island.	These	items	brought	$339.50	in	proceeds	for	the	TPA	Founda-
tion,	which	will	be	used	to	support	the	Youth	Holiday	Stamp	Design	Contest.	Items	donated	
to the TPA or OPS are always welcome, but should meet the same standards as regular lots, i.e. 
a	minimum	catalogue	value	of	$5.00	and	reasonable	quality—no	large	lots	of	damaged	items,	
assorted	cheap	stamps,	or	common	first	day	covers.

Here	are	the	prices	realized	in	the	2008	TPA/OPS	Summer	Auction:
Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price
 1 105.00 16 8.00 31 0.00 46 50.00 60 5.00 74 8.50
 2 11.50 17 15.00 32 0.00 47 0.00 61 10.00 75 6.00
 3 81.00 18 0.00 33 3.50 48 0.00 62 11.00 76 15.00
 4 10.50 19 20.00 34 20.00 49 0.00 63 0.00 77 4.50
 5 20.50 20 10.00 35 41.50 50 0.00 64 0.00 78 7.00
 6 11.50 21 12.00 36 0.00 51 9.00 65 5.00 79 3.00
 7 5.00 22 7.50 37 8.00 52 0.00 66 0.00 80 4.00
 8 15.50 23 11.00 38 12.00 53 0.00 67 0.00 81 6.00
 9 51.00 24 195.00 39 12.00 54 0.00 68 5.00 82 2.50
 10 41.00 25 8.50 40 12.00 55 0.00 69 0.00 83 2.00
 11 12.00 26 14.50 41 12.00 56 18.50 70 35.00 84 15.00
 12 6.50 27 7.00 42 6.00 57 4.00 71 25.00 85 6.00
 13 0.00 28 4.50 43 12.00 58 0.00 72 20.00 86 4.50
 14 22.00 29 6.50 44 20.50 59 14.50 73 40.00 87 3.50
 15 9.00 30 4.50 45 0.00

The	next	opportunity	to	participate	is	the	TPA/OPS	2009	Winter	Auction,	for	which	lots	are	now	
being accepted from members of both organizations. Lot listings will appear in the TPA and OPS jour-
nals that are published in January. Sellers are cautioned to be careful when setting minimum bids; Scott 
catalogues	price	most	items	in	a	“very	fine”	grade	while	the	majority	of	older	material	is	just	“fine.”	The	
latter generally retails for much less than the former, so setting a minimum bid at a high percentage of 
Scott	value	when	the	material	is	only	in	a	“fine”	grade	may	result	in	no	bids.	Remember	that	dealers	have	
to	buy	most	items	at	a	fraction	of	retail	in	order	to	make	a	profit,	so	selling	moderately	priced	items	in	
one of our auctions at a third or half catalogue is a far better deal than could be obtained in almost any 
other way.

A lot submission form appears on the opposite page. 

Summer Auction 2008 results match last fall’s
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TPA/OPS 2009 Winter Auction
SELLER’S LOT DESCRIPTION FORM

Name  TPA or  OPS Membership No.

Address E-mail

City State Zip Phone
For each lot, include a description of the item. Note that “grade” refers to centering and, if used, cancellation; 
“condition” refers to freshness, gum status and presence of faults.

Lot #1 Country Catalog Number Value

 Grade Condition Minimum Bid (Optional)

 Brief Description

Lot #2 Country Catalog Number Value

 Grade Condition  Minimum Bid (Optional)

 Brief Description

Lot #3 Country Catalog Number Value

 Grade Condition  Minimum Bid (Optional)

 Brief Description

Lot #4 Country Catalog Number Value

 Grade Condition  Minimum Bid (Optional)

 Brief Description

Lot #5 Country Catalog Number Value

 Grade Condition  Minimum Bid (Optional)

 Brief Description

SAMPLE DESCRIPTION

 Country  U.S. Catalog  2008 Scott Number  240 Value  $600.00

 Grade  VF Condition  Unused, no gum Minimum Bid (Optional)  $30.00

 Brief Description  50¢ slate blue Columbian Exposition

(Signature)

Mail unsold lots to me (if neither box is
checked, postal insurance will be added):
 with postal insurance.  without postal insurance,

LIMIT FIVE LOTS. Each lot must have a minimum catalog/estimated value of $5.00. We reserve 
the right to combine or divide submitted lots and to reject lots with excessive minimum bids relative 
to the quality of the material submitted. 
MAIL LOTS TO: Arthur P. von Reyn, P.O. Box 561622, Dallas, TX 75356-1622. Lots must be 
received by November 9, 2008. Lots may also be dropped off at the TPA table at 2008 Greater 
Houston Stamp Show (Friday and Saturday only) and the 2008 Mid-Cities Stamp Expo (Saturday 
and Sunday). Selected higher value, single item lots will be illustrated in The Texas Philatelist, and 
additional ones pictured on the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org.
I understand that a 5% commission with a $1.00 minimum will be deducted from the total proceeds 
on the above lots, and that any unsold lots will be returned to me at my expense.
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cluding the 
A i r  F o r c e 
Information 
O p e r a t i o n 
Center (AFI-
OC), a Texas 
Air National 
Guard mem-
ber, and an 
A i r  F o r c e 
Reservist. He 
retired from 
federal civil 
s e r v i c e  i n 
2001 as a G-14 with over 40 years of com-
bined federal and military service, but con-
tinued to support the AFIOC in a contractor 
capacity until his death.

According to his wife Yolanda, “John was 
a perpetually curious man, always wanting 
to understand how things worked and why 
they happened. He never met a stranger, 
finding it easy to talk to new people. Rarely 
seen without a cup of coffee, usually accom-
panied by a snack, he was known to love to 
tell a story and enjoyed spending time with 
lifelong philatelic friends who were a big 
part of his life. John was loyal to people and 
to ideas, especially those foundational to the 
United States.”

John was buried at Fort Sam Houston 
National Cemetery with military honors.

In addition to his wife, John is survived by 
his children, John Pearson, Jr., Chris Pearson 
and her fiancé Mike Mullin, Bridget and her 
husband Michael Lauderdale, and Tony and 
his wife Melissa; his step children Jorge and 
his wife Shirley, Memo and his wife Concep-
cion, Carlos and his wife Diana, and Javier; 
sisters Judy Pearson and Barb Rhame; and 
13 grandchildren.

Donations may be made to Fisher House 
at Fort Sam Houston or to any charity assist-
ing servicemen and their families.

ARTHUR P. VON REYN 

in memorium
John T. Pearson, Sr.: 1935-2008

Long-time TPA member and part-time 
stamp dealer John T. Pearson died August 3 
after a struggle with cancer.

He began collecting stamps as a small 
boy, but not seriously. He again became in-
terested in the hobby in 1960 while stationed 
with the U.S. Air Force in Germany.

Upon returning stateside and settling 
in San Antonio, he became active in local 
organized philately, joining the San Antonio 
Philatelic Association in 1962 and the Texas 
Philatelic Association the following year. He 
also commenced dealing in stamps part 
time, initially specializing in Western Europe 
and Ryukyus Islands.

In the late 1960s and early 1970s, he 
served in every office in SAPA, including pres-
ident, and also played a major role in staging 
the American Philatelic Society convention 
that was held in San Antonio in 1968.

John later became a life member of the 
TPA and also served on the organization’s 
board of directors from 1998-2002.

He joined the Texas Stamp Dealers As-
sociation around 1977 and by the mid-1980s, 
became a regular fixture at the TSDA stamp 
fairs held around the state. About that time, 
he began serving as bourse chairman for the 
San Antonio Stamp Fair, a position he held 
until his passing.

John eventually added first day covers 
to his stock, but according to his long-time 
friend Warren Crain, “he would buy oddball 
stuff that other dealers were trying to get rid 
of, and would say, ‘If I can’t sell it, I’ll keep it.’” 
His garage eventually became so jam-packed 
with philatelic material that it was difficult for 
an individual to squeeze through.

He was born December 9, 1935 to Roy 
and Virginia Pearson in Burlington, Iowa. 
His long and distinguished career included 
serving his country as a U.S. Air Force (USAF) 
enlisted serviceman, an Air Force civil servant 
in several intelligence gathering groups in-

JOHN T. PEARSON, SR.
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2008 Mid-Cities
Stamp Expo

Celebrating the Take Me Out to the Ball Game Centennial

NOVEMBER 8-9, 2008
GRAPEVINE CONVENTION CENTER

1209 S. Main St., Grapevine, Texas
(Three blocks north of S.H. 114 / S.H. 121 at Vine St.)

 United States Postal Service  Youth Activities Center
 Stamp Exhibits   Chance Board
 Stamp Collecting Seminars  Silent Auction
 Giant Mixture Pick  Door Prize Drawings

 Special cachet & cancel and much more

FREE ADMISSION!     FREE PARKING!

The Baymont Inn, located two blocks 
south of the GCC, offers a special rate 
of $89.00 per night, plus tax, for up to 

four persons. To make reservations, call 
(817) 329-9300 and ask for the “Stamp 
Show Block.” This special rate expires 

October 7, 2008.
For more information on the
2008 Mid-Cities Stamp Expo,

visit www.mid-citiesstampclub.com
or contact

Stanley Christmas at (817) 656-2925.

Sponsored by the
Mid-Cities Stamp Club,

P.O. Box 2158
Arlington, TX 76004-2158

21st Annual

26-DEALER BOURSE
David Alex • Alpha-D Stamps

B & W Stamp Co. • Byron S. Brandt
W. H. Burdick • Castle Stamps
Coughlin’s • Warren H. Crain

Crown Colony Stamps
Cunningham Philatelics

Ed Dimick Stamps • Double J Stamps
Melvin Edmonds • FIP Covers

R. L. Hazelwood • Ken Kerruish
Joe Lambert Stamps

Lone Star Stamps • Oklahoma Stamps
Park Cities Stamps • Right Stamp Co.

Stamp Center of Texas
Jamie Schwartz

Stamps Universal.com
Robert M. Stazama

George Watkins Stamps  
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By Douglas Moss 

Probably one of the busiest, or at least the 
most important, areas one will see at a 

stamp show is the youth or beginners tables. 
Here, the activities are aimed at enticing 
youngsters, and the not so young, into a long 
journey through the great hobby of stamp col-
lecting. By e-mail, I discussed with Jonathan 
Topper of the Houston Philatelic Society 
(HPS) the operation of a successful youth or 
novice collector area at a show such as that 
club’s annual Greater Houston Stamp Show.

Doug Moss, The Texas Philatelist Editor: 
Jonathan, how long has the Greater Houston 
Stamp Show had what it calls its Beginners 
Booth?

Jonathan Topper: The HPS has sponsored 
a Beginners Booth at our annual show for 
more than 20 years. 

Editor: Who runs this booth?
Topper: This has been a Topper family 

affair for the past nine years, with plenty of 
volunteer help. The booth is open all three 
days of the show, so we could not do this 
alone. I am the coordinator for the booth. 
My	son	David	(15),	has	helped	me	set	up	and	
tear down the booth each year for the last nine 

Show’s beginner activities aim for new collectors
years.	My	daughter,	Marie-Claire	(16),	works	
with	the	younger	children	and	helps	them	find	
the	stamps	they	need.	My	wife	Cielo	keeps	the	
booth organized during the show. Volunteers 
from the HPS and other local clubs help out 
during the day. 

Editor: Describe the typical person who is 
a customer of the Beginners Booth.

Topper: The typical child beginner is 
someone who has a parent who used to be a 
stamp collector. They bring them to the show 
to help re-kindle an interest in the hobby. Our 
typical adult beginner is someone who inherits 
a stamp collection, wants to know more about 
stamps, and perhaps desires to get their new 
collection growing. 

Editor: Do you have more children or 
adults attending the Beginners Booth?

Topper: It is now about an even split be-
tween children and adults. We are attracting 
many more home-schooled children, who 
come on the Friday of the show. 

Editor: How much material do you bring 
to the show?

Topper: We bring a huge amount of 
material. It takes two minivans full of boxes 
to stock the Beginners Booth every year. I 

Potential philatelists line up to learn about the hobby and get free stamps at the Beginners Booth at 
the 2007 Greater Houston Stamp Show.
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built	an	8	x	10	foot	shed	in	my	back	yard	to	
store the material during the year. Philatelic 
material includes loose stamps (both on and 
off paper), covers, old albums, plenty of old 
Scott catalogs, glassine envelopes, and other 
philatelic literature.

Editor: How much of this material is taken 
home by show visitors?

Topper: Each year we give away about 
60-70%	of	all	of	the	philatelic	items	we	have	
on	 hand.	 Last	 year,	we	 had	 15-20	 [repeat]	
customers at our booth for almost the entire 
show! That is why we need new donations each 
year to keep the Beginners Booth going. If it 
was not for the generosity of Texas collectors, 
many of them TPA members, we would not 
be able to run the booth. 

Editor: What is the most popular philatelic 
item that you give away?

Topper:	Most	 of	 our	 beginners	 ask	 for	
topical stamps. High on the list are animals, 
transportation, space, and flowers. Begin-
ners	 also	 like	 first	 day	 covers	with	 colorful	
cachets.

Editor: How many new collectors do you 

think the Beginners Booth has encouraged 
over the years?

Topper: I estimate that we have at least 
20 or so people at our booth every year ask-
ing questions about stamps that seem serious 
enough that they will continue with the 
hobby. So, over the years, I would say that 
we have turned on 100s of new collectors to 
the hobby. 

Editor: What is one of your best experi-
ences running the Beginners Booth?

Topper: After we were running the Begin-
ners Booth for three years, we had a man come 
back and give us a donation of stamp albums. 
He said we started him on stamp collecting, 
he continued with it, and now he wanted to 
donate something back to the hobby. 

Editor: Does anyone in your family col-
lect stamps?

Topper: I am the serious collector in the 
family.	My	wife	 and	 children	 accumulate	
stamps they like, usually a variety of topicals. 

Editor: How can The Texas Philatelist read-
ers donate philatelic material to next year’s 
Beginners Booth?

Topper:	You	 can	donate	 two	ways.	The	
easiest way is to come to our booth at the 
Greater Houston Stamp Show on September 
19-21	with	your	donation.	You	can	also	mail	
donations to The Houston Philatelic Soci-
ety, c/o Jonathan Topper, 8524 Highway 6 
North, Suite 237, Houston, TX 77095. We 
sincerely appreciate all philatelic material we 
receive and acknowledge all of our donations 
in writing, no matter how big or small. 

The Topper family from left to right: Cielo, Jona-
than, Marie-Claire and David.

The Beginners Booth stands at ready before the 
opening of the 2007 Greater Houston Stamp Show. 
Before all was said and done, many of these stamps, 
covers and albums found new homes with aspiring 
collectors. 



30  The Texas PhilaTelisT   September-October 2008

Yes, I want to participate in the Oklahoma Philatelic Society Sales Division!
Check one:  I’m convinced, place me on a circuit right away!

 I need more details. Please send more information to me as soon 
as possible.

 I want to sell stamps. A check is enclosed for  blank books 
at 75¢ each (price includes postage). 

Name

Address Apt.

City State Zip 

Home Phone ( )  TPA or  OPS Number
Send to: OPS Sales Division 
 P.O. Box 2179
 Muskogee, OK 74402-2179

Get your circuit on the way even faster by signing up at 
www.texasphilatelic.org. Just click on the OPS icon!

 TPA members can now 
buy and sell in the OPS 
Sales Division; OPS mem-
bership is not required for 
TPA members.
 Circuits are designed for 

the general collector.
	Profit	sharing.
 Postage rebates.
 Collector and chapter cir-

cuits available.

VISIT US AT
OKPEX 2008

NOV. 5-7!

Oklahoma	Philatelic	Society
Circuits	Available	to	TPA	Members!
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HAVE MORE FUN! COLLECT PRECANCELS!
TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB

Come to our next meeting:
Friday and Saturday, October 10-11, 2008
Country Inn & Suites, 2200 Mercado Dr.

Fort Worth, Texas
For more information: John C. Foster

retsof@austin.rr.com or call (512) 346-8253

texas cancels
This is a listing of special pictorial cancels recently authorized for use in Texas, or of interest to collectors in Texas. 

This information is excerpted from recent editions of The Postal Bulletin. If available, the sponsor of the pictorial 
postmark appears in italics under the date.

According to the U.S. Postal Service, requests for these cancels must be postmarked no later than 30 days fol-
lowing the indicated postmark date. All requests must include a stamped envelope or postcard bearing at least the 
minimum first-class postage; items bearing postage issued after the postmark date will be returned unserviced.

Place the envelope or postcard in a larger envelope and address it to: PICTORIAL POSTMARKS, followed by 
the NAME OF THE STATION, ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP+4 CODE, exactly as listed below (using all capitals and no 
punctuation, except the hyphen in the ZIP+4 code). A larger SASE must be enclosed if the item submitted for a 
special cancel is unaddressed.

August 1, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
CENTENNIAL STATION
POSTMASTER
110 N BERKSHIRE
CROSBYTON TX 79322-9998

August 13, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
PLAINVIEW TX STATION
POSTMASTER
725 ASHE ST
PLAINVIEW TX 79072-9998

August 1–2, 2008
Chamber of Commerce
47TH ANNUAL OLD SETTLERS
REUNION STATION
POSTMASTER
309 N NUECES ST
CAMP WOOD TX 78833-9998

August 8, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
WEDGEWOOD STATION
POSTMASTER
4600 MARK IV PKWY
FORT WORTH TX 76161-9998

August 21, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
PLAINVIEW TX STATION
POSTMASTER
725 ASHE ST
PLAINVIEW TX 79072-9998

August 23, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
LOST IN LEFORS STATION
POSTMASTER
111 E 2ND ST
LEFORS TX 79054-9998

November 8–9, 2008
Mid-Cities Stamp Club
EXHIBITION STATION
POSTMASTER
1251 WILLIAM D TATE
GRAPEVINE TX 76051-9998

August 27, 2008
LBJ Library & Museum
LBJ 100 STATION
POSTMASTER
8225 CROSS PARK DR
AUSTIN TX 78710-9998

August 2, 2008
U.S. Postal Service
COURTHOUSE STATION
POSTMASTER
104 FRANKLIN ST
MONTAGUE TX 76251-9998
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Unless otherwise noted, admission and parking are free at all shows and bourses listed. Specific details 
are not provided for repeating events beyond the first insertion. For inclusion on this calendar and the 
one on our website www.texasphilatelic.org select the “Philatelic Event Registration” option under 
the “At Your Service” heading on the website home page or prepare the data in the format below and 
write to: Douglas Moss editor, The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

SEP. 5-6 TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR (Days have changed to Friday-Saturday) 
2008 Bourse at the Richardson Civic Center, 411 W. Arapaho Rd., (Next to 

Richardson City Hall), Richardson, Texas. Hours: Friday 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

SEP. 19-21  GREATER HOUSTON STAMP SHOW 2008
2008 Annual exhibition and bourse of the Houston Philatelic Society at the 

Humble Civic Center, 8233 Will Clayton Pkwy. (exit U.S. Hwy. 59 at Will 
Clayton Pkwy. and go east), Humble, Texas. Features exhibits, 33-dealer 
bourse, beginners’ booth, Sam Houston Philatelics auction, USPS substa-
tion, cacheted cover and show cancellation. TPA meetings scheduled on 
Saturday as follows: Foundation Trustees at 8:30 a.m.; Board of Directors 
at 9:15 a.m. Hours: Friday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Contact: Houston Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 690042, Houston, 
TX 77269-0042; Contact: Denise Stotts, stottsjd@swbell.net.

OCT. 11-12 TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR (Dates have changed) 
2008 Bourse at Norris Conference Center, 4522 Fredericksburg Rd. (at Crossroads 

Mall near NW I-410 and I-10, next to SuperTarget, lower level), San Antonio, 
Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

OCT. 17-18 TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB FALL ROUNDUP
2008 Fall auction and bourse of the Texas Precancel Club at the Country Inn 

& Suites, 2200 Mercado Dr., Fort Worth, Texas. Hours: Friday 9 a.m. to ? 
p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Auction on Saturday at 2 p.m. Contact: 
Katherine Foster, kh.foster@hotmail.com. 

OCT. 30-NOV. 1  OKPEX 2008 (Show days are Thursday-Saturday)
2008 Annual exhibition and bourse of the Oklahoma City Stamp Club at First 

Christian Church, 3700 N. Walker Ave. (exit I-235 at Northwest 36th St. 
and go one block west) in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Show features APS 
World Series of Philately exhibits, dealer bourse, cacheted cover and 
show cancellation. Hours: Thursday 2 p.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6 
pm., Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Joe Crosby, 5009 Barnsteeple 
Ct., Oklahoma City, OK 73142-5405; joecrosby@cox.net.

NOV. 8-9 MID-CITIES STAMP EXPO
2008 21st annual exhibition and bourse of the Mid-Cities Stamp Club at the 

Grapevine Convention Center, 1209 S. Main St., Grapevine, Texas. Fea-
tures exhibits, 27-dealer bourse, beginners’ booth, giant mixture pick, 
silent auction, chance board, USPS substation, cacheted cover and show 
cancellation. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Contact: Stanley Christmas, elvira6@swbell.net.

calendar of events
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NOV. 15-16 TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR 
2008 Bourse at the Ramada Plaza Hotel, 7611 Katy Frwy., Houston, Texas. Hours: 

Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

DEC. 5-6 TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR (Days have changed to Friday-Saturday) 
2008 See Sep. 5-6 , 2008 listing for details.

FEB. 20-22 2009 AMERISTAMP EXPO/TEXPEX
2009 Annual winter exhibition and bourse of the American Philatelic Soci-

ety at the Arlington Convention Center, Arlington, Texas, to be held in 
conjunction with TEXPEX. Show features APS World Series of Philately 
exhibits, bourse, beginners’ booth, Harmer-Schau auction, cacheted 
cover, show cancellation. Many of the usual TEXPEX activities will be 
held at this show, including the 113th annual convention of the Texas 
Philatelic Association. Further details to come. 

JUL. 25-26 ARK-LA-TEX COIN STAMP & CARD EXPOSITION 
2009 Coin, stamp and postcard exhibition of the Red River Stamp Society and 

Shreveport Coin Club at the Bossier Civic Center, 620 Benton Rd., Bossier 
City, Louisiana. Dealers, club exhibits, chance board, cachet, cancel and 
USPS substation. Hours: Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Contact: John P. Thomas, 1525 Concord Dr., Shreveport, La. 71105-5015, 
(318) 797-6911, t1026262177@cs.com.

NOV. 5-7  OKPEX 2009 (Show days are Thursday-Saturday)
2009 See October 31-Nov 2, 2008 listing for details.

APR. 16-18 TEXPEX 2010
2010 The 114th annual exhibition and convention of the Texas Philatelic As-

sociation at the Doubletree Dallas Hotel Near the Galleria, 4099 Valley 
View Ln. (I-635 at Midway exit), Dallas, Texas. Show features World Series 
of Philately exhibits, bourse, youth booth, USPS substation, cacheted 
cover and show cancellation. TPA meetings scheduled on Saturday as 
follows: Foundation Trustees at 8:00 a.m.; Board of Directors at 9:00 a.m.; 
Annual Meeting at 10:00 a.m. Hours: Friday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Southwest Philatelic 
Foundation, P.O. Box 835491, Richardson, TX 75083-5491.

NOV. 4-6  OKPEX 2010 (Show days are Thursday-Saturday)
2010 See October 31-Nov 2, 2008 listing for details.

For	updated	details	on

aPs amersTamP exPo
& TexPex 2009

visit	the	off icial	TEXPEX	website

www.texasphilatelic.org/texpex.html
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Mid-Cities Stamp Expo honors sport of baseball
group that demonstrates how the sport was 
played	between	1860	and	1880,	and	currently	
has seven local teams that dress up circa 1900. 

During his special presentation on baseball 
as	it	used	to	be	played,	Mr.	Dickason	may	ask	
“Who	invented	baseball?”	If	he	gets	the	answer	
“Abner	Doubleday,”	it	should	make	his	day.	He	
loves debunking the myth that the game was 
first	played	in	Cooperstown,	New	York.	This	
fictitious	 event	was	 commemorated	 on	 the	
Centennial of Baseball stamp issued in 1939, 
even though Doubleday denied responsibil-
ity	while	he	was	alive,	and	he	had	a	firm	alibi	
precluding the possibility that he would have 
ever	been	in	Cooperstown	in	1839.	The	truth	
is, baseball evolved from a number of different 
“hit	the	ball	with	a	stick”	games	with	lots	of	
different names and local rules. Further infor-
mation about the league is available at their 
website http://www.vbbtexas.org.

A cachet and special U.S. Postal Service 
cancel promoting baseball have been prepared 
for the show; both are designed for use with 

This is a mockup of the baseball-themed cachet that will be available at the 2008 Mid-Cities Stamp Expo, 
to be held November 8-9 in Grapevine, Texas. The actual design and cancel size may differ slightly from 
the illustration. The cost is $2 each plus 50¢ postage. Collectors may choose either November 8 or 9 can-
cellation dates and direct orders to David Stockbridge, 2410 Wills Way Dr., Granbury, TX 76049-8062.

By Stanley Christmas and Rob Hathaway

The all-time most popular baseball song, 
Take Me Out to the Ballgame, inspires the 

theme	of	the	2008	Mid-Cities	Stamp	Expo,	
to	 be	held	November	 8-9	 at	 the	Grapevine	
Convention Center in Grapevine, Texas.

The	21st	 annual	 exhibition	of	 the	Mid-
Cities Stamp Club features a bourse of 26 
stamp dealers offering a variety of material 
that should satisfy most any collecting interest. 
The U.S. Postal Service always brings a great 
representation of the latest stamp releases.

Almost 60 frames of informative and inter-
esting competitive exhibits are to be evaluated 
by a panel of three jurors accredited by the 
American Philatelic Society.

A unique one-frame exhibit explores the 
history of baseball by using philatelic material 
provided by different club members; the proj-
ect is coordinated by Dr. John Barrett.

A special guest at the show is Wendel 
Dickason, the commissioner of the Texas 
Vintage Base Ball League, a living history 
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the 42-cent Take Me Out to the Ballgame stamp 
issued July 16th to commemorate the centen-
nial of the writing of the song. The price of a 
cachet	with	the	stamp	attached	is	$2.00.	Mail	
order information appears below the illustra-
tion on the previous page.

Exhibitors are recognized for their efforts 
at	an	awards	dinner	at	7:30	p.m.	on	Saturday	
evening at the convention center. The entrée 
of choice is lasagna. Tickets can be purchased 
on	a	first	come,	first	served	basis	by	contacting	
either	Susan	Baker	at	(972)	724-0910,	e-mail	
baker-s@tx.rr.com,	 or	Richard	Hildebrandt	
at	 (817)	 483-9234,	 e-mail	 richhilde@hot-
mail.com.	The	cost	 is	$15.00	until	October	
17;	any	remaining	seats	go	for	$18.00	until	
October 31.

Show attendees can participate in the 
exhibit evaluation as well, voting for their 
favorite until 1:30 p.m. Sunday. The winner 
receives the Texas Stamp Dealers Association’s 
Most	Popular	Exhibit	Award	at	2	p.m.

Door prizes to be given away include 11 
philatelic	gift	certificates	valued	at	$25	each,	
and numerous items donated by the bourse 
dealers. The Texas Philatelic Association will 
have a table at the show, where members and 
visitors can register to win a 2009 edition of 
the Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States 
Stamps and Covers.

Visitors can count on the ever-popular 

Chance	Board	and	Giant	Mixture	Pick	being	
in operation during the entire show.

A silent auction is open to all show visitors 
and offers the possibility of picking up some 
real bargains; it closes early Sunday afternoon, 
so participants must arrange to pick up their 
purchases between 2:30 p.m. and 4 p.m. that 
afternoon.

In addition to the previously mentioned 
activities,	children	can	visit	the	Youth	Activities	
Center; offerings include assorted educational 
activities, games, contests and prizes.

Show	hours	are	10	a.m.	to	5	p.m.	Saturday	
and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday. For further in-
formation, including show hotel reservations, 
see the advertisement elsewhere in this edition 
of the The Texas Philatelist, or contact Stanley 
Christmas	at	817-656-2925,	e-mail	elvira6@
swbell.net.  

Visitors to the 2008 Mid-Cities Expo may be 
surprised to learn that the 1939 Centennial of 
Baseball stamp was based on a myth.

Cunningham Philatelics
Philatelic Consultants

Elusive Items Collections
Stamps and Covers Appraisals
THOMAS L. CUNNINGHAM P.O. Box 863237
A.P.S. 082424, TSDA Plano, TX 75086-3237
(214) 546-1179 cunninghamstamps@aol.com
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Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society
Meets at 7:30 p.m. on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month at the 

Edgemere Retirement Center, 8523 Thackery St., Dallas, Texas 75225

The	first	July	meeting	of	the	Dallas-Park	Cities	Philatelic	Society	
(DPCSC)	featured	a	presentation	by	Rick	Houghland	titled	Inter-
net and Stamp Collecting.	Rick	shared	with	fellow	members	the	
many websites that he uses while doing philatelic research. One underlying thread was the reuse 
of images on the Internet. He gave an example of a Penny Black image that was recycled from 
eBay to other websites. Beware, what you see online may not be what you are purchasing! 

The July 23 meeting was 
the ever-popular quarterly 
auction. There were 42 lots up 
for bid, with 32 snatched up 
for total proceeds of $144.40. 
The auction featured U.S. 
classics, proofs and a nice 
selection of foreign stamps.

The August 13 meeting 
program was given by Bob 
Carter. His topic was Why We 
Collect What We Collect. Bob’s 
influence was his father, from 
whom he received a collection 
that he incorporated into his 
own. He talked about how 
he was influenced by a fellow 
collector	 to	 “invest”	 in	 the	
stamps of Ghana, which was a 
“hot”	country	to	collect	after	its	independence	in	1958;	however,	a	flood	of	new	issues	dispelled	
the heat rapidly. He also started collecting Newfoundland while he was stationed there in the 
military. Canada is now one of his main collecting areas. 

The	August	28	philatelic	spotlight	was	on	Sam	Phillipi,	a	teacher	and	wrestling	coach	at	
Molina	High	School	in	Dallas.	His	collect-
ing interest is Irish philately; he tries to visit 
the Emerald Isles each year.

Don’t forget to encourage a youngster 
to	 enter	 the	 20th	 annual	Youth	Holiday	
Stamp Design Contest. The entry deadline 
is	October	1,	 2008,	 so	waste	no	 time	 in	
visiting the TPA website, www.texasphila-
telic.org, for an entry form! All participants 
receive stamps and prizes from the TPA. In 
addition, George and Deborah Kemptson, 
coordinators of the DPCPS youth table 
at TEXPEX, are providing an additional 
packet of stamps for each entrant.

Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society
Programs and Events

Sept. 10 Texas Refinery Covers, speaker: Doug 
Moss.

Sept. 24 Mini-Auction & Philatelic Spotlight: 
Jim Meyers

Oct. 8 Judging of TPA Youth Holiday Stamp 
Design Contest 

Oct. 22 Quarterly Auction
Unless otherwise noted, all programs and events are 
held at the Edgemere Retirement Center, beginning 
at 7:30 p.m.

Eager bidders take a last minute look at the 42 lots to fall under the  
hammer in the popular quarterly auction.
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Heritage Auction Galleries will feature the 
$1.5	million	Emerald	City	Collection	of	

U.S. and Worldwide Stamps as its reentry into 
philatelic auctions. The sale of the material, 
assembled by a dedicated Northwest philatelist 
over eight decades, will take place in Dallas 
January 29 - 31, 2009.

The Emerald City Collection, which in-
cludes a number of worldwide rarities “is espe-
cially strong in the early nineteenth century is-
sues,”	noted	Heritage	Vice	President	Leo	Frese	
in a news release. “The collector, a very private 
man	who	passed	away	in	2007,	had	collected	
for	79	years	-	starting	in	1928.	He	was	a	steady	
buyer, even during the Depression, when some 
important rarities could be purchased at ad-
vantageous prices. He attended two to three 
shows every month, and extensively traveled 
the East Coast, quietly making purchases with 
no fanfare. His face became well known to the 
dealers, but no one was privy to the depths of 

Heritage holds first Dallas stamp auction in January
his collecting, and he maintained his privacy 
even with his many collector friends. Over the 
years, he would occasionally trade for more 
significant	rarities,	but	he	was	never	a	seller.	
He was very particular about quality, and took 
his time when purchasing, but over the decades 
quantity was certainly added as well. He spent 
about a quarter of his collecting effort on his 
world stamps, and was especially proud of his 
Austrian holdings. His family notes that he was 
actively	collecting	even	in	his	final	weeks.”

“We are currently taking inventory of 
the	entire	collection,”	concluded	Frese,	“and	
have begun sending some of the exceptional 
pieces to Professional Stamp Experts and the 
Philatelic	Foundation.”

It	will	be	the	first	philatelic	floor	auction	
to be held in Dallas since the early 1990s. Sam 
Houston Philatelics, of Houston, Texas, is the 
only other large Texas dealer conducting phila-
telic floor auctions within the state. 
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crain’s corner
Early collectors spurned Trans-Mississippi set

By Warren Crain
The 1898 Trans-Mississippi set of stamps 

(Scott #285-293), issued to commemorate 
the Trans-Mississippi Exposition held from 
June 1 to November 1 of that year in Omaha, 
Nebraska, was not popular with collectors at 
the onset. Philatelists felt they were being 
taken for a ride when the Postmaster General 
announced that the series would contain 
nine values, with the two highest values 
costing $1.00 and $2.00 respectively.

Collectors of that era still remembered 
being burned by the long Columbian set 
issued five years earlier, which was capped 
by a $5.00 value.

Nonetheless, a number of collectors and 
speculators purchased the stamps expecting 
a quick profit, only to suffer a loss when trying 
to unload after a short time— the top values 
were available below face for a number of 
years after issue. In fact, the dollar values of 
the previous Columbian set were still avail-
able at the post office in Washington D.C., 
when the Trans-Mississippi set was issued!

The U.S. Post Office Department origi-
nally intended to print the stamps in two 
colors, the center design in black and the 
frames in various colors. Most collectors are 
now aware of that fact, thanks to the Trans-
Mississippi Stamp Centenary souvenir sheets 
the U.S. Postal Service released in 1999, ones 
that replicated the set as originally intended, 
using the original bi-colored dies.

According to various articles on the 
subject, the bi-colored stamps were never 
printed because the Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing found it impractical to print 
the supplies needed in the time desired. The 
Spanish-American War was supposedly to 
blame because the Bureau needed to print 
an enormous quantity of revenue stamps. 
The Bureau did not have the facilities to do 
both jobs, so the bi-colored stamps were 
abandoned and plans were made to print 

the stamps in single colors. With just one pass 
through the press, mono-colored stamps 
took the Bureau much less time to print.

When the colors of the stamps were 
announced by an official circular from the 
Post Office Department on May 16, 1898, 
the $1.00 value was to be a light brown color 
and the $2.00 value a sapphire blue. It was 
announced later in May, however, the $1.00 
value was changed to black and the $2.00 
value to light brown. 

The set was not available in time for the 
opening of the Exposition, but appeared 
on June 17, 1898. Daily newspapers greatly 
publicized the stamps in contrast to the 
philatelic press, which was rather derogatory 
in its comments.

At first, the stamps sold well. But after 
a time, sales lagged, with the high values 
especially being neglected. On December 
31, 1898, distribution of the stamps was 
discontinued. However, they remained 
available at the Washington D.C., post office. 
In December 1899, all postmasters were di-
rected to return their unsold stocks of the set 

The two high values of the 1898 Trans-Mississippi 
set would have cost the typical male manufactur-
ing worker up to two days wages in those days. 



The Texas PhilaTelisT   September-October 2008  39

to Washington D.C. On 
February 28, 1900, sales 
of the remaining stocks 
of stamps were discon-
tinued at the Washing-
ton D.C. post office. In 
March, all remainders 
were burned. Records 
were not kept, however, 
of the number of each 
value destroyed. 

The two-cent value 
(Scott #286) makes an 
interesting story. It was originally intended 
for its center to be transposed with the center 
of the $2 value. In fact, this is the manner in 
which they are shown on the bi-colored die 
essays. But as the proofs were issued, it was 
decided the two-cent value would be more 
widely used than the $2 value and that the 
farming scene would be more typical of 
the West than the Mississippi River Bridge. 
After all, the purpose of the Trans-Mississippi 
Exposition was to further the progress and 
develop the resources of the region west of 
the Mississippi River. Thus, the “Farming in 
the West” scene on the two-cent value was 
supposed to help induce people to move to 
the western farmlands.

The scene depicted on the two-cent 
value was taken from a photograph of a 
farm belonging to the Amenia and Sharon 
Land Company in North Dakota. The firm was 
so proud of this they had the picture litho-
graphed on all of their stationery, and any 

letter that left their of-
fice was always franked 
with a two-cent Trans-
Mississippi stamp. (For 
more details about the 
two-cent value, refer to 
“Crain’s Corner” in the 
March-April 2006 issue 
of The Texas Philatelist).

The four-cent value 
(Scott #287) depict-
ing an Indian about to 
shoot a buffalo with 

bow and arrow caused some controversy. 
The horse the Indian was riding had both a 
harness and saddle, not exactly a traditional 
Indian fashion.

The eight-cent value (Scott #289), which 
depicts troops guarding a wagon train, pro-
duced an outstanding error. A stamp clerk 
at the Philadelphia main post office discov-
ered a pane of 50 which had all horizontal 
rows imperforate! He sold the sheet for $8, 
double the face value. The buyer of the er-
ror promptly sold it to another gentleman 
for $50. This last buyer, Mr. William Pierce of 
Philadelphia, broke the sheet up and sold 
most of it for low prices. To his chagrin, he did 
not keep a single copy for his own collection. 
The Scott 2007 Classic Specialized Catalog of 
Stamps and Covers lists a pair of the stamps 
at $25,000.

(Editor’s Note. This is an updated version of a 
“Crain’s Corner” that appeared in the May-June 
1985 issue of The Texas Philatelist.) 

The four-cent Trans-Mississippi value was criti-
cized upon its issuance for the non-traditional 
depiction of an Indian, who was riding a horse 
outfitted with a harness and saddle.
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chapters in action

Austin-Texas Stamp Club (ATSC): A nice “crowd” of 17 club members showed up at 
the August 5 meeting, with stamps and stories being swapped.

Even though the Olympics took a toll on attendance at the August 19 meeting, 71 lots 
went up for bid on auction night and 49 were sold for a grand total of $217. The club gained 
a new member, Karl Stahlke, who collects U.S., Greece, Turkey, Canal Zone and Morocco. 

The ATSC mourns the passing of San Antonio dealer John Pearson, who supported the 
local Austin show over the years. Also, longtime member Richard Adams, who has not been 
able to attend meetings for several years due to health issues, passed away July 11. 

Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society (DPCPS): The DPCPS encourages all clubs to 
announce the start of the 20th annual Youth Holiday Stamp Design Contest. Youths from 
ages four to 18 are encouraged to design a postage stamp to celebrate the winter holidays. 
The artwork can relate to any winter holiday the participant wishes to recognize, and should 
include a denomination and country name. The winner of the contest will have their artwork 
featured on the cover of the November-December 2008 issue of The Texas Philatelist, the of-
ficial journal of the TPA. First, second and third place winners by age group will be recognized 
in a feature article in the journal. 

All entries must be received by October 1, 2008. Each entrant will receive a prize of stamps 
from the TPA and the DPCPS. All entries will be returned. A grand prize will be awarded while 
the winners in each age category will receive additional philatelic prizes. A new feature of the 
contest this year is that all entries will be posted online at the TPA website in a larger format 
PDF document. Refer to page 36 for more details on DPCPS activities. 

Heart of Texas Stamp Club: On July 3, Hubert Henke presented Stamps of Great Britain, 
noting that the country’s stamps are recognizable by the image of the reigning monarch 
and that watermarks and fugitive inks were used to prevent tampering and reproduction. 
The lucky door prize recipients were Darby Bybee and Jim Shannon; Darby, along with James 
Berryhill and James Febbre, claimed raffle prizes. James Fabbre sold four of the five auction 
lots for $4.00.

The customary summer ice cream social, held on August 7, was expanded to a full meal 
provided by the club and held at Michna’s Barbecue at 2803 Franklin Avenue. Turning out 
were 18 members and three guests. There was no program, but door prizes were awarded 
to most of those present. A few business items included appointing a committee to update 
the club bylaws and soliciting candidates to run for club offices for the next year.

Houston Philatelic Society (HPS): July 7 featured an auction, while the program on 
July 21 was New York City Domestic Cancels, highlighting some of the almost infinite variety 
of types, usages, and sizes.

August 4’s presentation was Postal Cards of Denmark, featuring cancels and usages on cards 
which have been an European favorite of postal history collectors. On August 18, members 
and guests were able to play stamp dealer by bringing extra stamps, covers, collections, 

Report chapter activities by Internet or mail!
To report the activities of your chapter or unit, simply go to www.texasphilatelic.org 

and select the “Chapter Reports” option under the “At Your Service” heading on the home 
page. Minutes and newsletters may still be sent by mail to this address: Douglas Moss 
editor, The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.
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albums, literature and other philatelic ‘stuff’ to buy, trade and sell.
Mid-Cities Stamp Club (MCSC): For the June 24 meeting in Granbury, Dr. Ken Jones 

presented Philately 101, Back to the Basics. 
In Arlington on July 3, the turnout was 37 members and one guest, some of whom met 

the challenge or bringing their most unique stamp—be it the ugliest, most unusual, most 
prized, etc. In Irving on July 16, 20 members participated in an auction with Jerry Potter sell-
ing off 44 of 45 lots and the club banking $35.77 from commissions and donated lots. The 
program in Granbury on July 22 was an open discussion; Denny Ludlow joined the club as 
a new member. Ed Perez volunteered to photograph some Washington-Franklin issues for 
a future program.

Ray Cartier presented a program on aircraft produced in Fort Worth at the August 6 
gathering in Arlington. An APS slide program scheduled to be presented in Irving on August 
20 was delayed because of technical difficulties. The program was “to be announced” for 
Granbury on August 26.

San Antonio Philatelic Association (SAPA): The club sadly relates the passing of long 
time member and part-time stamp dealer John Pearson. His obituary appears on page 26 
of The Texas Philatelist.

The July 18 program entitled Stamp Topics was given by Bro. Ed Loch. He discussed items 
from a new book he acquired, The World in Stamps. Included in the program were cinderellas 
and art found on Czech and French stamps.

The August 22 talk presented by Richard Spies was titled Statue of Liberty on World Wide 
Stamps. Richard began collecting Statue of Liberty stamps as a companion to his U.S. col-
lection. 
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NEW MEMBER
4897 Boehning, Harold C., MD - Dallas, TX

REINSTATEMENTS
4792 Horton, Bradley - Houston, TX
C-31 Nacogdoches Stamp Club - Nacog-

doches, TX 

DECEASED
L-47 Pearson, John T. - San Antonio, TX 

LIFE MEMBER
L-129 Allen, Lou D. - Merkel, TX

membership report

JOIN US! Membership	 fees	 and	
dues are pro-rata based 

on the quarter an application is received: $12 for Jan-
uary-March;	$9	for	April-June;	$6	for	July-September;	
$13 for October-December (includes next full year).
Membership	 applications	 are	 available	 on	 the	TPA	
website www.texasphilatelic.org or by writing to: 
Lyle Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 
78739-3005.

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY
July-August 2008

Membership, June 15, 2008  ................... 504
New Members .................................................. 1
Reinstatement .................................................. 2
Deceased ...........................................................-1
Membership, August 15, 2008 ............... 506

Life Chapters ..................................................... 8
Life Members ..................................................69
Regular Chapters/Units ...............................18
Regular Members ....................................... 411

Total Members ............................................. 506

P.O. Box 8789
The Woodlands, TX 77387-8789

(281) 362-0430

Pugh Cachets
Individually Handpainted FDCs
for every new issue of the USPS
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS in The Texas Philatelist are accepted on the basis of 10¢ 
per word (minimum 10 words) with name, address, telephone/FAX number and e-mail address 
FREE. Please PRINT or TYPE your ad copy, state the number of times you desire it to run, 
determine the total cost, make the check payable to the “Texas Philatelic Association,” and send 
to The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

CROATIA-IN-EXILE - 20 different, colorful exile 
stamps issued in Argentina, Spain, U.S., Australia, etc. 
in MNH condition. $20. CPS, P.O. Box 696, Fritch, TX 
79036-0696 or PayPal: Spahich@hotmail.com. (57-4)
CLEARING OUT all mounted worldwide collections at 
20% of Scott or less. Free lists. Darrell L. George, 19410 
Cantrell Rd., Little Rock, AR 72223-4422. (56-6)

OPS SALES BOOKS are now available to Texas 
Philatelic Association members. Great source of lower 
price material. sign up online at <www.texasphilatelic.
org> or write to: OPS Sales Division, P.O. Box 2179, 
Muskogee, OK 74402-2179. (56-5)
HELP MAINTAIN the quality of The Texas Philatelist.
Donate to the TPA Journal Publication Fund at <http://
www.texasphilatelic.org>. (56-5)
GIVE A GIFT to your stamp collecting community. 
Give your local library a subscription to The Texas 
Philatelist. (56-5)

Classified	Emporium

D-FW PHILATELIC NEWS: See what’s happening in 
the Dallas-Fort Worth stamp world, visit <http://www.
philatelic-activities-department.blogspot.com/>. (56-6)
JOIN THE TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY! 
$18 dues brings highly respected journal, mentoring, 
two major meetings a year. Contact: Lyle Boardman, 
3916 Wyldwood Dr., Austin, TX 78739-3005. (56-5)

NATIONAL AIR MAIL WEEK. Let me know what 
you have. Don Lussky, P.O. Box 1172, Westmont, IL 
60559-8372, e-mail donlussky@yahoo.com. (58-2)
DONATIONS for Greater Houston Stamp Show 
Beginner’s Booth. Stamps, covers, albums, catalogs. 
Keep your stamp donations in Texas! All donations 
acknowledged in writing. Jonathan Topper, Ste. 237, 
8524 Highway 6 N., Houston, Texas 77095-2103, e-
mail jctopper@yahoo.com. (56-5)

TRADING PARTNERS WANTED for U.S., Canada, 
and Dag Hammarskjold (topical). My duplicates are 
mostly U.S. starting with #1, but some Canada, CSA, 
foreign, topical. Exchange lists by mail or e-mail with 
trades based on Scott values. Richard Barr, 205 N. Ave 
G, Haskell, TX, 79521-5611, (325) 280-554. (56-5) 

Buy-Sell
Stamps

Coins
Silver

Castle stamp & Coin
P.O. BOx 1196

Hewitt, tx 66643
GeOrGe KuBal (254) 666-7755

FOR JUST $20 A YEAR,
GET A MINI-AD LIKE THIS AND

REMIND 500+ TEXAS COLLECTORS 
THAT YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL!

Send a check and a business card to:
 The Texas PhilaTelisT Manager,

305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080

Save some postage by dropping off lots
for the TPA/OPS 2009 Winter Auction

at the TPA table at these stamp shows:
Greater Houston Stamp Show

September 19-21, 2008
Humble Civic Center, Humble Texas

Mid-Cities Stamp Expo
November 8-9, 2008

Grapevine Convention Center
Grapevine, Texas

DROP ‘EM OFF!
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NACOGDOCHES STAMP CLUB, CH #31, P.O. Box 
630247, Nacogdoches, TX 77963-0247; meets 2nd 
Thurs., 7:00 PM, Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
903 North St., Nacogdoches.
OKLAHOMA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. CH #61, P.O. Box 
700334, Tulsa, OK 74170-0334
PARIS STAMP CLUB. CH #67, P.O. Box 82, Paris, TX 
75461-0082; meets 3rd Mon., 7:00 PM, Calvary 
Methodist Church, 3105 Lamar Ave., Paris.
PRAIRIE BEAVER REGIONAL GROUP, British North 
America Philatelic Society Ltd., Unit #1, 501 Fairview 
Ave., College Station, TX 77840-2933.
RED RIVER STAMP SOCIETY, CH #58, P.O. Box 3352, 
Shreveport, LA 71133-3352; meets 1st Wed., 7:30 
PM, Aulds South Bossier Branch Library, 3950 Wayne 
Ave., Bossier City.
SAN ANTONIO PHILATELIC ASSN., LCH #3, 2903 Na-
cogdoches Rd., San Antonio, TX 78217-4522; meets 
every Fri., 7:30 PM, MacArthur Park Lutheran Church, 
2903 Nacogdoches Rd., San Antonio.
SEAGULL STAMP CLUB, LCH # 11, P.O. Box 30574, 
Corpus Christi, TX 78463-0574; meets 2nd Weds., 
7:00 PM, Main Library, 805 Comanche St., Corpus 
Christi.
SOUTH PLAINS STAMP CLUB, CH #36, P.O. Box 68154, 
Lubbock, TX 79414-8154; meets 4th Tues. (2nd Tues. 
in Nov. and Dec.), 7:30 PM, Municipal Garden & Arts 
Center, 4215 S. University Ave., Lubbock.
TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY, Unit #3, 3916 
Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005, meets at 
stamp shows in various cities.
TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB, LCH #10, 4113 Paint Rock 
Dr., Austin, TX 78731-1320; meets biannually at 
stamp shows in Dallas and Houston.
TEXOMA STAMP CLUB. CH #64, 411 W. Reiman St., 
Seymour, TX 76380-2439; meets 2nd Thurs. and 
4th Tues., 7:00 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd., 
Wichita Falls.
TWIN LAKES COIN AND STAMP CLUB, CH #66, 906 
Nola Ruth Blvd., Harker Heights, TX 76548-1540; 
meets last Tues., 6:30 PM, Harker Heights Library, 
901 S. Ann Blvd., Harker Heights.
VICTORIA STAMP CLUB, CH #65, 105 Calle Ricardo., 
Victoria, TX 77904-1203; meets 1st Mon. 7:00 PM, 
First Victoria National Bank, Town and Country 
Room, 101 S. Main St., Victoria.
WICHITA FALLS COIN & STAMP CLUB, LCH #5, 411 
W. Reiman St., Seymour, TX 76380-2439; meets 4th 
Thurs., 7:30 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd., 
Wichita Falls.

chapter meetings

AUSTIN-TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #16, 3916 Wyld-
wood Rd., Austin, TX, 78739-3005; meets 1st Tues. 
7:30 PM, Howson Branch Library, 2500 Exposition 
Blvd., Austin; 3rd Tues. 7:30 PM, South Austin Senior 
Activities Center, 3911 Manchaca Rd., Austin.
COLLECTORS CLUB OF DALLAS, L Unit #4, 2206 Sut-
ton Pl., Richardson, TX 75080-2543; membership by 
invitation only.
CROATIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY, Unit #2, P.O. Box 
696, Fritch, TX 79036-0696.
DALLAS-PARK CITIES PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #40, 
314 Allegheny Trl., Garland, TX 75043-5659; meets 
2nd and 4th Weds., 7:30 PM, Edgemere Retirement 
Center, 8523 Thackery St., Dallas.
EL PASO PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH #7, 2990 Trawood 
Dr. Apt. 11F, El Paso, TX 79936-4233, meets 2nd Tues., 
7:30 PM, Saint Clements Episcopal Church, 810 N. 
Campbell St., El Paso.
FRED C. SAWYER CHAPTER #56 AMERICAN FIRST 
DAY COVER SOCIETY, Unit #6, 201 Willow Creek Cir., 
Allen, TX. Meets monthly (except July and August) 
at the University of Texas-Dallas, Richardson, TX. Call 
972-727-1381 for meetings dates and times.
HEART OF TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #59, 1700 Plum 
Cir., Waco, TX 76706-1629; meets 1st Thurs., 6:30 PM, 
Hughes-Dillard Alumni Center, Baylor University 
Campus, S. University Parks Dr., , Waco.
HOUSTON PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #22, PMB 237, 
8524 Hwy. 6 N., Houston, TX 77095-2103; meets 1st 
& 3rd Mon., 7:30 PM, Recreation Center, Central Pres-
byterian Church, 3788 Richmond Ave., Houston.
LYNDON B. JOHNSON SPACE CENTER STAMP CLUB, 
LCH #9, P.O. Box 58247, Houston, TX 77258-8247; 
meets 2nd & 4th Mon., 7:00 PM, Gilruth Recreation 
Center, Johnson Space Center, Gate #5 off Space 
Center Blvd., Clear Lake City.
LONE STAR CHAPTER, Éire Philatelic Association 
International, Unit #32, 14302 Oak Shadow, San 
Antonio, TX 78232-4441; meets 2nd Sat. 2:00 PM, 
members’ homes.
MAGIC VALLEY STAMP CLUB. CH #56, 2014 E. Bowie 
Ave., Harlingen, TX 78550-5164; meets 4th Tues., (ex-
cept June, July, August) 7:00 PM, Camelot Retirement 
Center Headquarters, 1000 Camelot Dr., Harlingen.
MID-CITIES STAMP CLUB. CH #53, P.O. Box 2158, 
Arlington, TX 760042158; meets lst Wed., 7:30 PM, 
Bob Duncan Community Center, 2800 S. Center St., 
Arlington; 3rd Wed., 7:30 PM (check www.mid-cities 
stampclub.com for location), Irving; 4th Tues., 7:00 
PM, Studio at Tarleton State Langdon Center, 308 
Pearl St., Granbury.

Note: Check with chapters for meeting changes and cancellations during holiday periods. 
Recent changes in information are noted in red.



More Rocket Mail Covers
Continuing on my rocket cover advertisement in the last issue, I’ve listed below some 

more lovely examples in stock. I have over 1,000 different rocket covers from such 
countries as Andorra, Australia, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Luxem-
bourg, the Netherlands, Poland, Sweden, Switzerland, Yugoslavia and the United States. 
Prices range from $8 to $300.

Rocket material is just becoming popular and very few dealers have any in stock. 
Check around and see. If you’re interested in airmail material, here is a chance to get in 
on the ground floor of a growing and popular area. The covers are quite interesting, usu-
ally having a rocket stamp, regular postage and usually several attractive rocket cachets. 
If you see one, I believe you will want it and more. 

I’ll be pleased to send you several photo copies from an area you’re interested in. And 
if you don’t like an actual item, send it back and I’ll give you a complete refund.

Here are some bargain-priced rocket mail covers. The numbers are from the Elling-
ton-Zwisler Rocket Mail Catalogue of 1967, the definitive work on rocket mail:
1. U.S. #291C1 – Feb. 18, 1960. Brown imprinted “RR1 ROCKETPOST FLIGHT V!, WASHOE County, Ne-

vada to Sierra County, California, In commemoration of the VIII Olympic Winter Games, Squaw Valley, Califor-
nia, February 18, 1960.” Attractive blue imperf. rocket stamp. Black figure of man skiing. Red boxed “Flown in 
Rocket Olympia 1 Feb. 18, 1960.” First day of issue of the U.S. 4-cent Winter Games Stamp. Price: $10.

2. U.S. #32C1-March 25, 1960. Blue overall imprint with the words “RR1 Rocketpost Flight VII-Storey Coun-
ty, Nevada to Lyon County, Nevada, Conducted by the Rocket Research Institute, Inc., for the Internation-
al Stamp Show INTERPEX New York.” Small blue rocket. Red boxed: “Flown by Rocket March 25, 1960.” 
Small blue airplane under which is printed: “First Combined Rocket and Jet Airmail.” Attractive red, white 
and blue perforated rocket stamp. Red boxed “Flown to New York on American Airlines 707 Jet Flagship.” 
Unusual in that it was flown by rocket as well as jet. Flown in Rocket 1. Price: $10.

3. Germany #28C1 – March 19, 1961. Card with purple lighthouse cachet. Imprinted red wagon scene with 
rocket flying overhead. Blue 19 MRX 1969. Green 5-line cachet. On back of card is a wagon being pulled by 
two horses and this” “WATTENPOSTWAGEN Kehrt VON DE INSEL NEUWERK AUF DEM MEERES-
BODEN BEI EBBE ZUN FESTLAND ZURUCK.” Card postmarked “Cuxhaven 19.3.61”. Price: $10.

4. Germany #30C1 – April 19, 1961. Gerhard Zucker, the experimenter of the rocket, signed it which adds much 
to the value. There is a four-line cachet and a black three-line cachet. Green boxed “BEFOREDERT MIT 
ZUCKER-Rakete NEUWERK 11.” Imprinted black and white photo of a rocket flying over a field. Card post-
marked “Cuxhaven 10.4.61.” Price: $10.

Here is an offer you cannot refuse. The first 25 TPA members who write me 
will receive a FREE $10 rocket cover. If you pick one of the countries list-
ed in the top paragraph, I will try to give you one from there. I would great-
ly appreciate a #10 size SASE (self-addressed stamped envelope).

No minimum order for items listed on this ad. Please add either $2.00 shipping or send a SASE (self-
addressed, stamped envelope) with your payment for items listed above, or in my previous ad. I ac-
cept checks or money orders only! If I don’t know you, personal checks must clear before orders ship.

Warren H. Crain
P.O. Box 5954

San Antonio, Texas 78201-5954
Phone (210) 344-0303

ROCKET MAIL

Free
Cover!
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or Worldwide 

Seeking quality stamps with value of $500+ 

This outstanding pair will be featured in our upcoming 
January auction.


