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By Arthur P. von Reyn
As was noted in the last edition of this journal, nominations are now being solicited 

for officers, directors and Foundation trustees in our upcoming election. TPA officers serve 
for two years; TPA directors’ and TPA Foundation trustees’ terms run four years. This is a 
great opportunity for members to realize their vision for the Association’s direction in the 
future. Experience in serving in a leadership position in a local club or another society is 
helpful, but not required. 

TPA officers’ positions available are president, first vice-president, second vice-
president, secretary and treasurer. Also on the table are three seats on the TPA board of 
directors and two on the TPA Foundation board of trustees.

A nominations committee was formed to solicit candidates, but we don’t want to 
overlook anyone who is interested in serving. To become a candidate, prepare a written 
statement indicating a willingness to run for a specific office and attached to it a short 
philatelic biography—leadership positions in other organizations, visions for the future 
of the TPA, collecting interests, etc. A form for that purpose is also available on the TPA 
website, www.texasphilatelic.org. Information should be submitted to Lyle Boardman, 
TPA Secretary-Treasurer, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005 no later than Oc-
tober 15, 2009.

AUCTION RAISES MORE FUNDS FOR TPA
Although not designated as a donation auction, more than half the lots in the just-

concluded TPA/OPS Summer Auction 2009 were indeed contributions, resulting in 
$1,146.50 in proceeds that donors designated to benefit either the Journal Publication 
Fund (JPF) or the TPA Foundation. Many of the donation lots were given by Warren Crain, 
who designated the JPF as beneficiary of the $727 in proceeds from his gifts. Lots provided 
by your president realized another $286 for the JPF. For a recap of the auction results as 
well as recognition of other member contributions, refer to the article on page 18 of this 
journal and the Membership Report on page 34.

TPA MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY FINALLY PUBLISHED
After a year of postponements, the TPA Membership Directory was finally mailed in late 

August. One of the reasons for the delay is that many of our initiatives are being handled 
by too few volunteers, exacerbated by an inordinate amount of time required to prepare 
for the AmeriStamp Expo/TEXPEX 2009. Another cause is that we have had a large increase 
in membership but we don’t yet have a database developed to properly handle all the 
data required to compile the Directory. In preparing the Directory, it was discovered that 
about 10% of the e-mail addresses were obsolete, so it took more than a month’s time to 
make sure the information inside was reasonably up-to-date and accurate.

Directories were provided only to members who requested to be listed or were in a 
previous edition, and had verifiable contact information—mail, phone or e-mail. Members 
who did not receive one either requested not to be listed, failed to indicate on applica-
tion/member update forms whether or not they wanted to be listed, or did not provide 
verifiable contact information.

During this fall’s membership renewal period, members will be afforded an opportu-
nity to be included in, or excluded from, the next edition of the Directory.

Candidates needed to lead your Association
president’s message
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IT’S STAMP SHOW SEASON AGAIN!
The fall ushers in the stamp show season, beginning with the Greater Houston Stamp 

Show scheduled for September 18-20, followed by the Mid-Cities Stamp Expo in Grapevine 
that runs November 14-15. Also, for those who want to head a bit north, there’s OKPEX in 
Oklahoma City on October 2-3, followed the next weekend by the Lawton-Fort Sill Stamp 
Show. After a winter hiatus, the TPA will hold its 114th annual convention at TEXPEX, a 
show that returns to its normal venue in Dallas, April 16-18. 

Many local shows, like those formerly held in Austin, Lubbock, San Antonio and Waco, 
have fallen by the wayside due to a lack of volunteers in the clubs that sponsored them, 
declining attendance, competition from dealers and collectors using the Internet, etc. It’s 
up to collectors to escape from the computer and eBay for a couple of weekends during 
the year, and support these shows if they are to remain viable. And don’t forget to patron-
ize the Texas Stamp Dealers Association bourses held throughout the year!

DOUGLAS MOSS RESIGNS AS JOURNAL EDITOR AND FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
Finally, I must note that Douglas Moss has resigned as the journal editor after four 

years of faithful service. Doug writes: “With deep regret I must resign as editor of The 
Texas Philatelist and my position as first-vice president. I have enjoyed serving the Texas 
Philatelic Association the past five years. Family and work commitments keep me from 
giving all that I can to this very important organization. I will continue to support the 
TPA and the journal in any way I can in the future. Thank you for letting me share this 
great hobby with you.”

In Philatelic Friendship,
Arthur P. von Reyn 

Arthur P. von Reyn, PRESIDENT
P.O. Box 561622

Dallas, TX 75356-1622
e-mail: apvr@texasphilatelic.org

The Texas PhilaTelic associaTion
www.texasphilatelic.org

“Friendship Through Philately”
Douglas Moss, 1st VICE PRESIDENT

305 St. Lukes Dr.
Richardson, TX 75080-4830

e-mail: tpeditor@sbcglobal.net

Thomas M. Koch, 2nd VICE PRESIDENT
1013 Springbrook Dr.

DeSoto, TX 75115-3943
e-mail: tkoch@utdallas.edu

Lyle Boardman, SECRETARY-TREASURER
3916 Wyldwood Rd.

Austin, TX 78739-3005
e-mail: lcb1941@att.net

Texas PhilaTelic associaTion FoundaTion
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Arthur P. von Reyn. Chairman
 Douglas C. Moss Lyle Boardman (Vacant)
 R.M. Arndt (2010) Jeffrey Switt (2010) Norman A. Cohen (2012) William L. Strauss (2012) 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 Peter C. Elias (2010) Denise Stotts (2010) George I. Woodburn (2010) Jane King Fohn, past president
 Robert I. Benner (2012) James Berryhill (2012) William L. Strauss (2012)

OFFICERS

Chapter No.
0632-049588



4  The Texas PhilaTelisT   September-October 2009

album, a packet of stamps and hinges!
The reason for more prizes than ever is a 

$400 grant from the British North American 
Philatelic Society; that funding supplements 
the $500 received annually from the Texas 
Philatelic Association Foundation.

Contestants should draw their winter 
holiday-themed stamps on a piece of white 
paper, making sure to include the name of a 
country and a denomination. Entries must 
include each youngster’s name, address, age, 
collecting interests and provide a brief expla-
nation of the artwork. Although an official 
entry form is not required, one is available 
for download at www.texasphilatelic.org by 
clicking on the “Holiday Stamp Design Con-
test” icon near the bottom of the home page. 
The contest is open to all junior philatelists, 
18 years old or younger, regardless of state or 
country of residence.

Entries should be sent to Jerold Plumb, 
421 Daniel, Richardson, Texas 75080-4507 
so as to arrive by October 1, 2009.

This year, a special mentor contest applica-
tion packet is available. Inside the packet is a CD 
with the last four issues of the contest, the official 
contest entry form, printable album pages, and 
U.S. Postal Service publications promoting 
stamp collecting. Those desiring to receive the 
contest application packet can write Mr. Plumb 
at the address mentioned above. 

Holiday Stamp Design Contest now underway
By Douglas Moss and Jerold Plumb

The Texas Philatelic Association’s 21st an-
nual Holiday Stamp Design Contest is 

now in progress. Children entering the contest 
design postage stamps that feature a winter 
holiday theme, such as Christmas, Hanukkah, 
Kwanzaa, New Years Day, Eid-Al-Adha and 
other holiday events or traditions. 

Last year, 175 children from eight differ-
ent states entered the contest. A number of 
school classes participate in the contest, but 
individual entries are welcome as well.

The judging of the contest entries is 
handled by the membership of the Dallas-Park 
Cities Philatelic Society (DPCPS), who also 
coordinated the effort last year. DPCPS and 
TPA members Doug Moss, Jerold Plumb and 
Sheena Bosworth are committee members.

The artwork of the contest’s overall winner 
is featured on the cover of the November-

December issue of 
The Texas Philatelist. 
Other winning de-
signs are also depicted 
within that edition.

In addition to rec-
ognition of his or her 
artistic talents on the 
cover of this journal, 
the overall winner also 
receives a new stamp 
album and the game 
Post Office Opoly. 
Other prizes include 
the books Guide to 
Stamp  Co l l e c t ing 
by Janet Klug and 
the Encyclopedia of 
United States Stamps 
and Stamp Collecting 
edited by Rodney A. 
Juell and Steven J. 
Rod. Each child en-
tering the contest is 
awarded a mini stamp Contest Logo

Artwork by Alex Gill of West Bend, Wisconsin 
graced the cover of last December’s journal.
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Celebrating Thanksgiving Parades

NOVEMBER 14-15, 2009
GRAPEVINE CONVENTION CENTER

1209 S. Main St., Grapevine, Texas
(Three blocks north of S.H. 114 / S.H. 121 at Vine St.)

 United States Postal Service  Youth Activities Center
 Stamp Exhibits   Chance Board
 Stamp Collecting Seminars  Silent Auction
 Giant Mixture Pick  Door Prize Drawings

 Special cachet & cancel and much more

FREE ADMISSION!     FREE PARKING!

The Baymont Inn, located two blocks south 
of the GCC, offers a special rate of $89.00 
per night, plus tax, for up to four persons. 
To make reservations, call (817) 329-9300 
and ask for the “Stamp Show Block.” This 

special rate expires October 13, 2009.

For more information on the
2009 Mid-Cities Stamp Expo,

visit www.mid-citiesstampclub.com
or contact

Stanley Christmas at (817) 656-2925.

Sponsored by the
Mid-Cities Stamp Club,

P.O. Box 2158
Arlington, TX 76004-2158

28-DEALER BOURSE
David Alex • Alpha-D Stamps

B & W Stamp Co. • Byron S. Brandt
W. H. Burdick • Carlton Stamps

Castle Stamps • Crown Colony Stamps 
Warren H. Crain • Cunningham Philatelics

D.K. Enterprises • Ed Dimick Stamps
 Double J Stamps • Melvin Edmonds

FIP Covers • Ken Kerruish
Terry Kurzinski • Joe Lambert Stamps

Jim Leer Stamps • Oklahoma Stamps
Park Cities Stamps • Right Stamp Co.

Robert M. Sazama • Jamie Schwartz
Stamp Center of Texas
Stamps Universal.com

Topper Stamps & Postal History
George Watkins Stamps

2009 Mid-Cities
Stamp Expo22nd Annual



6  The Texas PhilaTelisT   September-October 2009

Get your circuit on the way even faster by signing up at 
www.texasphilatelic.org. Just click on the OPS icon!

 TPA members are eligible 
to buy and sell in the 
OPS Sales Division; OPS 
membership is not required 
for TPA members.

 Circuits are designed for 
the general collector.

	Profit	sharing.
 Postage rebates.
 Collector and chapter cir-

cuits available.

Welcome All
TPA Members!

Try Us Out!

ATTENTION NEW TPA MEMBERS!
OPS Sales Circuits are available to you!


Yes, I want to participate in the Oklahoma Philatelic Society Sales Division!
Check one: 	I’m convinced, place me on a circuit right away!

	I need more details. Please send more information to me as soon 
as possible.

	I want to sell stamps. A check is enclosed for  blank books 
at 75¢ each (price includes postage).

Name

Address Apt.

City State Zip 

Home Phone ( )  TPA or  OPS Number
Send to: OPS Sales Division
 P.O. Box 2179
 Muskogee, OK 74402-2179
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STAMP COLLECTIONS WANTED
I am always interested in buying collections and estates of United 
States and Foreign Stamps and Covers. For larger collections, I 
will visit you. I can offer many years of experience as a professional

stamp dealer in Texas (call 
for a free copy of my book 
Fifty Years of Texas Philately). 
You will find that I treat both you 
and your stamps with the respect 
and courtesy you deserve.

Charles Deaton
P.O. Box 2465

Fredericksburg, TX 78624-1922
Phone (713) 927-9948

cwdeaton@aol.com

FROM JUNE-OCTOBER
Contact me on Cape Cod:

P.O. Box 2836
Orleans, MA 02653

Phone (508) 240-2683

Roland Cipolla II wins Champion of Champions

TPA member Roland H. Cipolla II won the coveted 
Champion of Champions award at the annual 

APS StampsShow for his exhibit How the Post Facili-
tated Distribution of the Printed Word, 1775-1870. The 
nation’s top philatelic exhibit award is presented to one 
grand award winner from accredited national stamp 
shows that participate in the World Series of Philately 
during the period July 1 through June 30. Currently, 
28 exhibitions qualify for the program.

Cipolla, who joined the TPA during last winter’s 
AmeriStamp Expo/TEXPEX, qualified to compete 
in the Champion of Champions competition by win-
ning the Grand Award at ARIPEX 2009 stamp show, 
sponsored by the Arizona Federation of Stamp Clubs. 
According to Cipolla, ARIPEX was the first time this 
exhibit was shown competitively, making the fact that 
it next won the ultimate national award pretty amazing. 
The APS StampShow rotates around the nation, and was 
held August 6-9 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Cipolla’s other collecting interests include the U.S. 
1851 1¢ definitive issue, and Harndens Express, the latter being the first organized express 
company, one started by William Harnden in Boston in the spring of 1839. 

Roland Cipolla II, at right, accepts the APS 
Champion of Champions award from APS 
President Wade Saadi. (Photo courtesy of 
the American Philatelic Society)
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1 Grandma and Lorene are Joe’s grandmother and 
mother living at home in Carlsbad. 

By Nicholas J. Juried

The real excitement of collecting postal 
history is finding original letters intact, 

particularly those that bring a personal, emo-
tional and dramatic context to the historical 
period in which they were written. Such is the 
case with a cache of letters I found in an auc-
tion box lot. These letters, ones that I call my 
“Joe & Helen” letters, reveal the little-known 
fact that “Hard Times” preceded the Great 
Depression in some parts of the country.

The decade of the “Roaring 20s” is usu-
ally portrayed as a period of exuberance and 
prosperity that followed the end of the first 
World War. Much has been written about 
the period of American history that brought 
us, among many other things, passage of the 
19th Amendment granting suffrage to women, 
prohibition and speakeasies, jazz, the blues and 
Duke Ellington at the Cotton Club, flappers 
and rising hemline fashions, the Charleston 
dance craze, Charles Lindbergh flying the 
Atlantic, Babe Ruth hitting his 60th home 
run, Al Jolson starring in the first talkie movie, 
Will Rogers keeping ‘em laughing, Gershwin’s 
Rhapsody In Blue and a booming stock market. 
Herbert Hoover, in accepting the Republican 
nomination for President in 1928, assured 
everyone, “We in America today are nearer the 
final triumph over poverty than ever before in 
the history of the land.”

Yet, lurking beneath the surface were 
portents of deterioration in the economic 
and political promise of unfettered growth 
and prosperity. By the mid-1920s, unemploy-
ment was already beginning to rise, first in 
the textile industry and then spreading into 
agriculture and small towns throughout the 
Plains and Southwest. Drought, low prices and 
bad land management had begun to decimate 
agriculture and would soon escalate into the 
dust bowl storms of the 1930s, leading to mass 
migrations of unemployed people to the West. 
The stock market, too, was beginning to show 
signs of distress and would ultimately crash in 

October 1929.
The three “Joe & Helen” letters I obtained 

were letters written by Joe Powell to his wife, 
Helen, and mailed over two consecutive days, 
December 28 and 29, 1928, from Carlsbad, 
New Mexico to Natchitoches, Louisiana. 

The covers alone are unremarkable, with 
machine postmarks and wavy line cancels, 
franked with common, two-cent Washington 
stamps (Scott #634).

It is the content of the letters, though, 
that engages your heart and emotions. Joe’s 
letters open a personal window into this era 
and are a microcosm of the larger condition 
millions of Americans faced during this period 
of history. 

The letters are transcribed with the origi-
nal grammar and spelling. However, due to a 
frequent lack of punctuation, hyphens have 
been added to aid in readability.

A letter from a cover postmarked Decem-
ber 28, 1928—a Saturday:
Thursday Nite
My dearest Helen:

I just got home from Pecos Tex. looking for 
work–I left there Xmas day. Grandma gave me 
5.00 for Xmas–Lorene gave me 3.00 so I went 
there to see what I could do1–There is two days I 
didn’t write you–Xmas and yesterday–Xmas didnt 
mean anything to me–just like another day when 
I got back today–I found your box Helen dear–
it certainly was sweet in you to send me these 
things–also thank Sadie & your mother–you have 
no idea how I appreciate the things. I was just so 
sorry that I could not send you anything. I havent 
found any thing yet–it seems like I wont either–I 
am trying all the time. I dont know what we are 
going to do. Number three letter was here also 
when I got home. I have tryed to find any kind of 
work. It wont do any good for me to write El Paso–I 
haven’t the money to go over there and that is what 
I was suppose to do last week but could not go. I 
will look around here again–I was sure I would get 
a letter from you today but didnt–Honey I am so 

“Hard Times” preceded the Great Depression
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Over the course of three days, Joe Powell posted three letters to his wife, detailing worry and frustration 
in his job search as “Hard Times” hit certain parts of America even before the Great Depression.

lonesome I cant even write–I dont know what to 
say–I want to say lots but cant–I would like to go 
off by myself and just think. you know letters are 
very unsatisfactory–it takes so long for these letters 
to go and yours to come. Helen dear–I love you lots 
and do hope I can get some thing let me here from 

worryed–I dont know what to do. I cant see any 
way out for us–you know it will be three weeks 
this Sunday since I saw you and the way it looks it 
will be longer than that and I know if we stay away 
from each other very long it will be the end for us. 
I would give anything if I could see you–I am so 
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In the second of the three letters, Joe Powell indicates he is looking for a bookkeeping job: “there are only 
about 4 men bookkeepers in town–everyone here wants a girl–they can get them so much cheaper.”
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you real often. Thanks again for the nice presents. 
With lots of Love–Joe

A letter from a cover postmarked Decem-
ber 29—a Sunday:
Friday Nite
My dearest Helen:

Gee–I sure would like to get a letter from you– 
none yesterday–one train in so far and none on it–I 
guess I will get a lot when I do get them, havent 
got any thing yet–I went to see most every one in 
town–havent got a thing–there are only about 4 
men bookkeepers in town–everyone here wants 
a girl–they can get them so much cheaper–I dont 
know what to do I just keep on looking. Honey we 
are going to have to do some thing–we cant go on 
like this–if we do it will never go, the last letter I 
have is (?) you see it is taking so long to get word 
from each other. And in your letter you seem to be 
satisfied where you are and maybe you want to stay 
there–I know I have the odds against me–I can get 
out and find work you see–I am helpless until I get 
some thing. Now Helen dear–I would like to know 
just how you feel about things–I can’t tell much 
from what you have wrote so far. I am trying to 
do every thing I can to make a go of it and I know 
we have had hard luck but we can make it–we are 
having a hard pull but if we love each other we 
should not let a thing come our way–it is hard I 
know–Oh Honey–I wish we were together I would 
be so happy. I get so blue and lonesome I want to 
see you so bad. it dont look like I will get a thing 
here. Honey–we must get together some way–we 
are not doing any good the way we are going now. 
Honey–I love you lots and I know we can make it 
if we will get down and try. Another train just came 
in I will do down and see if I get any mail. With 
World of Love–Joe

A letter from a cover postmarked Decem-
ber 29—also a Sunday:
Sat Morning
My dearest Helen:

I received two letters from you after I mailed 
you a letter last nite. I was so glad to hear from you 
honey and your letters were so sweet. Helen dear–I 
do hope I can get some thing over in Ark2–I think 
we would like it. Helen–I would like it anywhere 
just as long as I have work and can be with you. It 
sure seems like there is nothing here for me to do–I 

am still a trying to get some thing. Helen dear–you 
can do what you like about the book–you know that 
I think about Papa–he is dam crook in my mind–I 
am never going to write them and dont care to 
hear from them and I certainly havent any use for 
either of them–I didnt say any thing to Lorene and 
Grandmama about it–there is no need of it–I have 
made up my mind not to say any thing to anyone 
about a thing. We have our own lives to live and 
make a success and we should not worry about 
other peoples affairs and I certainly dont want any 
one worrying about mine–you can see what he sent 
Lorene and I–it was nice but just to think he sent 
two dollars–it show how cheap he is–there will be 
a time when I will show him and dont think I will 
sure pass him by. Helen dear–I get so blue–I dont 
care what happens to me some times–I am worried 
most to death–you said we had one more month–
you are right that makes it a little better–Honey– if 
I dont get some work soon I dont know what I am 
going to do–I am going to have to get some soon. 
Now Honey dear–you know I love you and always 
will but you know I get lonesome and with nothing 
in view it makes it worse. Honey–I know we can 
make it if we can just get down to business and 
figure some way out and cut out this kid stuff when 
we love each other there is no need of it. Helen–have 
you wrote Papa–if not do not write any more–just 
let them alone–They are acting a fool–do lets forget 
them–he never has done a thing for me but cause 
trouble–do let them alone. Now Helen dear–lets 
try to get our head together and come out of this. 
Honey–I just want to see you so bad it just brakes 
my heart to be away from you. I am hoping I will 
get another letter today and can hardly wait to see if 
I can get on in Ark–Gee I hope I can. Write often. 
With Worlds of love–From Joe

Can anyone read these letters without 
experiencing a strong feeling of empathy with 
Joe’s stress, desperation and anxiety? Just pic-
ture him as he puts pen to paper, away from his 
wife at Christmas, unemployed and without 
money, his feelings of helplessness spilling out 
in simple, plaintive words of fear, loneliness 
and despair. He worries if his marriage will 
survive, with in-law family estrangements 
adding to his concerns. Yet, he expresses de-
termination in finding a job and holding his 
family together. He yearns for Helen’s letters 
and her emotional support and reassurances 2 Arkansas? 
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Visit us at many TSDA Stamp Fairs
• U.S. All Areas

• U.S. Possessions
• British Empire • Canada
• Ireland •World Pre-1940
• Covers • Collection Lots

Cunningham PhilaTelics
P.O. BOx 863237 • Plano, TX 75086-3237

Phone: 214-546-1179 • E-mail: cunninghamstamps@aol.com

GEORGE WATKINS STAMPS
Philatelic Dealer - Worldwide & Latin America

14810 Tuttle Lane
Iola, Texas 77861-3834
Phone (936) 394-3834 Fax (936) 394-2147
gwkiller@aol.com
George H. Watkins, Jr.
Proprietor

of love and understanding while he copes with 
failure and disappointment every day.

Fortunately, the story does not end here.
Two other letters, postmarked in July 1929, 
and addressed to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. 
Powell, San Angelo, Texas, confirm that Joe 
was finally employed and reunited with Helen 
and their newborn baby, Alice Jolene. The trail 
of letters ends there.

It’s comforting to know that Joe and Helen 
survived this stressful episode in their life. Of 
course, the Great Depression still lay ahead, 
and it’s possible that Joe once again joined the 
ranks of the unemployed. It would be more 
than another decade before economic recovery 
arrived. The fact these letters survived for over 
eighty years is evidence that Helen’s love for 
Joe was true and never wavered.

If history is a matter of understanding 
“what happened,” then Joe’s letters are an 
eerie reminder of history repeating itself. Just 
change the dates from 1928 to 2009 and you 

will find little difference today in the plight 
of millions of unemployed men and women 
looking for work in our current economic 
crisis. If nothing else, history teaches us that 
what happened before will happen again. Do 
we ever learn or do memories have an expira-
tion date?

About the Author: Nicholas Juried previously 
wrote the article “Letter Reveals Patriotism and 
Tragedy During WWI,” one that appeared in the 
July-August 2009 edition of The Texas Philatelist. 
That was his first experience in writing about cov-
ers containing enclosures that relate to historical 
events. He plans in the near future to contribute 
several more historical articles to this and other 
publications. A member of American Philatelic 
Society and the Austin-Texas Stamp Club, he 
resumed collecting 18 years ago. 
Reference:

Daniel, Cliffton, ed. Chronicle of the Twentieth 
Century. Mount Kisco, New York: Chronicle Publica-
tions, Inc., 1987. 
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New stamp features pre-Civil War lighthouse
By Arthur P. von Reyn

One theme seldom explored on U.S. postal emissions is Texas 
landmarks, particularly of the man-made variety. That omis-

sion was corrected July 23 somewhat with issuance of a 44-cent 
Matagorda Island Lighthouse stamp, one of five beacons depicted in 
a 20-stamp Gulf Coast Lighthouses se-tenant pane. The Matagorda 
tower joins the Alamo, a windmill and a couple of buildings in 
Galveston as Texas icons being prominently depicted on American 
stamps and postal cards.

The official first day city for the stamp pane was Biloxi, Missis-
sippi. Since all stamps now go on sale simultaneously nationwide, 
it was possible for Texas collectors to obtain covers with regular 
cancels on the first day of issue. On July 24, a stamp unveiling was 
held in Port Lavaca, a town of 12,000 souls about 20 miles from 
the Matagorda Island Lighthouse. A special cancel was offered there 
on that date, along with two special cancels of a different design 
at post offices in Cedar Lane and Matagorda, two unincorporated 
communities in the vicinity of Matagorda Island.

Construction of the Matagorda Island Lighthouse, and a twin 
at Galveston, was authorized by the U.S. 
Congress in 1847. At the time, Indianola, 
located on Matagorda Bay, was the second 
busiest port in Texas. Matagorda Island is one 
of the low-lying barrier islands that protect the 
Texas coastline.

 Numerous bureaucratic hurdles at the 
state level delayed construction of the Ma-
tagorda Island Lighthouse for almost five years. 
The Baltimore firm of Murray and Hazlehurst 
finally began casting the iron plates for the 
55-foot tower in 1852. After the materials 
arrived during the summer of 1852, the iron 
tower, with a brick lining, quickly rose above 
the northeast end of Matagorda Island at the 
entrance to Pass Cavallo. A keeper’s house was 
built for James Cummings, who first lit the 
array of reflecting lamps in the tower’s lantern 
room on December 21, 1852.

In order to increase visibility during the 

daytime, the lighthouse was painted alternat-
ing white, red, and black horizontal bands in 
1853. Other upgrades followed, including 
the addition of 24 feet to the height in 1857 
and the installation of a new Fresnel Lens in 
1859.

In order to make navigation more difficult 
for the blockading Union Navy during the 
Civil War, most of the beacons along the Gulf 
Coast were darkened. The lens from the Ma-
tagorda Island Lighthouse was removed from 
the tower and buried. However, the structure 
did not suffer the same fate as its twin in 
Galveston, which was completely dismantled 
with its cast iron likely used in the war effort. 
An attempt by Confederates to dynamite the 
tower at Matagorda only resulted in limited 
damage to six of its cast iron sections and re-
moval of a large chunk of its foundation.

Immediately after the end of the war, a 
temporary wooden tower was built on Ma-
tagorda Island until the cast iron tower could 
be repaired. It was soon decided to disas-
semble the original tower and move it two 
miles inland for better protection from the 
ever-encroaching surf. Reconstruction began 

The 79-foot tall Matagorda 
Island Lighthouse is one of five 
Gulf Coast beacons that de-
buted on a pane of 20 stamps 
issued nationwide on July 23.

ON THE COVER
The Matagorda Island lighthouse as it existed 
in the 1950s (Photo courtesy of the United 
States Coast Guard Service)
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in 1870, but due to a lack of funding, the 
beacon was not relit until September 1, 1873. 
The rebuilt tower was painted solid black and 
fitted with a new Fresnel lens.

Two years later, the tower withstood a 
hurricane that destroyed much of Indianola. 
In 1886, the lower portion of the tower was 
flooded by yet another devastating storm; one 
that wiped out what remained of what had 
been Texas’ second most important port.

In 1956, electricity was run to the island 
and the lighthouse was automated, eliminat-

ing the need for an on-premises keeper. The 
Fresnel lens was removed in 1977, and the U.S. 
Coast Guard announced it would deactivate 
the tower. Due to public protests, however, it 
was kept in operation until 1995.

At the instigation of Houston oilman 
Dewey Stringer, who had visited the light-
house as a child with his father, the Matagorda 
Island Foundation was formed to restore the 
derelict structure. A $905,000 grant from 
the Texas Department of Transportation was 
obtained and the tower was relit on December 
31, 1999. Completion of the first phase of the 
restoration project, which included repairing 
the foundation and lantern room and paint-
ing the tower, was celebrated in the summer 
of 2004.

Currently, the tower and a cemetery with 
the graves of keepers and their families are 
all that remain at the site. Future plans call 
for reconstruction of the long-gone keeper’s 
quarters.

The grounds of the lighthouse are open to 
visitors to the 7,325-acre Matagorda Island 
State Park and National Wildlife Refuge, 
which is only accessible privately by boat. The 

Port Lavaca, Texas, along with two other com-
munities, provided special cancels for use on 
the second day of availability for the Gulf Coast 
Lighthouses stamps.

In addition to the town of Port Lavaca, two small communities near Matagorda Island provided second 
day of issue special cancels for the new lighthouse stamp. This one, from Matagorda, is almost identical 
to one available from Cedar Lane.
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island’s main attractions to visitors are wildlife 
and bird observations, along with a 38-mile 
long beach.
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texas connection
Wiley Post set aviation records in the 1930s

By Arthur P. von Reyn
In the 1930s, commercial air travel was 

in its infancy, with capacity limited and 
affordability restricted mainly to the fairly 
wealthy. Nonetheless, the general public ‘s 
interest in air transportation was constantly 
piqued by the exploits of civilian pilots vy-
ing to set distance and speed records, one 

of the most famous 
being Wiley Post.

Texas’ influence 
on Post is rather 
tenuous, the prin-
cipal connection 
being his birth on 
November 22, 1898, 
in Grand Saline to 
farmer parents Wil-
liam Francis and 
Mae Quinlan Post. 
The family moved 
to Oklahoma when 
Post was five years 
old, where he grew 
up. He quit school 
in the eighth grade 
and wor ked on 
the farm, learning 
about the machines 
used. He saw his 
first airplane at a 

county fair in 1913, which prompted him 
to dream of becoming a pilot. 

Instead of jumping immediately into an 
aviation career, practicality set in and the 
young Post first went to work for the Army 
and then in the Oklahoma oil fields. In 1921, 
he stole an automobile and received a 10- 
year prison sentence, but was paroled after 
a year, and returned to the oil fields.

Post didn’t give up his dream of becom-
ing an aviator, and his break came in 1924 
when a barnstorming troop came to town. 
The troop’s skydiver was injured, so Post 

convinced the plane’s owner to let him 
substitute even though he had no experi-
ence. His jump was successful and he did 
98 more over the next two years before 
deciding to return to the oil fields so he 
could earn enough to buy his own plane. 
That opportunity came fairly quickly, as he 
was injured in an oil field accident that took 
his left eye. He used the $1,800 worker’s 
compensation check he received to buy 
a Curtiss Canuck, the Canadian version of 
the Curtiss Jenny.

After learning to fly, Post made a living 
instructing other pilots, flying oilmen to 
their rigs, and barnstorming on weekends. 
In 1925, he first met Will Rogers, a fellow 
Oklahoman, and flew the famous humorist 
to a rodeo. He soon became the personal 
pilot of Oklahoma oilman F.C. Hall, who had 
his own aircraft, an open cockpit Travel-Air 
biplane.

Hall later bought another airplane, a 
Lockheed Vega, which was christened the 
Winnie Mae. Due to the onset of the Great 
Depression, Hall turned his Vega back to 
Lockheed, but in 1930 bought a newer 
version, the Lockheed Vega C-5, which 
was also nicknamed the Winnie Mae. Hall 
allowed Post to use the aircraft when he 
didn’t need it, and it became the aircraft as-
sociated with Post in many record-setting 
journeys.

In 1930, Post entered the Men’s Air 
Derby Race from Los Angeles to Chicago. 
Despite a faulty compass, he won the race 
by more than 1½ hours, a fact that prompt-
ed Hall to allow Post to use the Winnie Mae 
to pursue setting air records.

Post soon decided to take on the record 
for an around-the-world flight—21 days, 7 
hours and 34 minutes. On July 23, 1931, he 
set off from Roosevelt Field in New York, 
accompanied by navigator Harold Gatty, an 
Australian naval cadet who later founded 

Famed aviator Wiley Post, 
honored on a pair of stamps 
issued in 1979, lost his left 
eye in an oil field accident 
in the mid-1920s.



The Texas PhilaTelisT   September-October 2009  17

Fiji Airways (now Air Pacific). The flight pro-
ceeded smoothly across the Atlantic, Eu-
rope and then into the Soviet Union. Some 
troubles ensued, including getting bogged 
down in a muddy field at Blagovyeschensk 
in Siberia and bending the propeller in 
Alaska. Despite those challenges, the Win-
nie Mae arrived back at Roosevelt Field 
after 14 stops on July 1—eight days, 15 
hours, and 51 minutes after leaving. The 
record-setting flight made both Post and 
Gatty heroes, who were accorded a ticker 
tape parade in New York City.

With that success, Post acquired owner-
ship of the Winnie Mae and campaigned to 
open his own aeronautical school. However, 
he could find no backers for the institution, 
probably due to doubts as to the abilities 
of a person with a rural background and 
limited formal education. Consequently he 
became depressed, but decided to prove 
himself again by attempting another trans-
global record, but this time solo.

Post took off from Floyd Bennett Field, 
Long Island on July 15, 1933. Substituting 
for a navigator were two new technological 
marvels, a Sperry gyroscope and a radio 
direction finder. He retraced the previous 
flight’s route, the only problems being the 
gyroscope malfunctioning and yet another 
bent propeller, both of which he repaired. 
Post wound up besting his previous record 
by 21 hours, with a flight time of 7 days, 18 
hours and 49 minutes. 

Next, Post decided to enter the Mac-

Robertson Race, a race from England to 
Australia. To travel faster, he decided he 
would need to fly between 30,000 and 
40,000 feet, too high an altitude for human 
survival in an unpressurized plane. To ac-
complish his goal, he contracted with the 
B.F. Goodrich Rubber Company to help de-
velop a pressure suit. By the time a usable 
suit was developed, the MacRobertson 
race was over.

Convinced that high altitude flying was 
the key to faster air travel, he used his suit in 
attempts to set new transcontinental flight 
records. Four attempts were failures, but on 
one he traveled 2,035 miles in seven hours 
and 19 minutes and reached a speed of 340 
miles per hours in the Winnie Mae, a third 
faster than normal at lower altitudes.

In 1935, Will Rogers hired Post to fly 
into Alaska. For the flight, Post used a hy-
brid aircraft made of parts from two used 
Lockheed planes. The pair made it into 
Alaska, but when taking off for Point Bar-
row on August 15, 1935, the plane’s engine 
stalled and the aircraft plummeted nose 
first into a lake, killing both of the famous 
Oklahomans instantly.
References:
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of Flight Commission. 29 Aug. 2009. 14 Sept. 2009 
<http://www.centennialofflight.gov/essay/Explor-
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TPA/OPS SUMMER AUCTION 2009

By Arthur P. von Reyn

With 114 lots from which to choose, the TPA/OPS Summer Auction 2009 drew the most 
participants ever, with 36 TPA and seven OPS members bidding. A timely e-mail “blast” 

a week before the end of the auction contributed to an improvement in the action results.
Realizations from the fifth auction effort of the two collector groups also set a record, total-

ling $1,601. Of that amount, $1185 was attributable to the sale of donation lots.
Receiving the most bids, at eight, was lot #43, a 5¢ Hawaiian reissue (Scott #10) cataloguing 

$25 but selling for just $6 due to multiple small bids. In second place with seven bids was lot 
#24, a 65¢ U.S. Zeppelin (Scott #C13), garnering seven bids ranging from $175 to $275, and 
hammered down for $260. Also receiving six bids were lots #1, #2, #3, #12, #15 and #44.

Of the 114 offerings, all but 14 sold. As usual, bidding action was most intense on U.S. 
material. Most of the “no sale” lots were covers and some British items.

A number of members tried bidding minimum or near-minimum amounts on lots during 
the last week of the auction. While 25 lots did sell at the minimum, few attempts at grabbing a 
last-minute bargain were successful—in the event of tie bids, the earliest received one prevailed. 
As a result, 10 collectors won no lots at all.

Warren Crain donated 55 lots, of which 50 sold and brought $726.50 for the Journal Publica-
tion Fund (JPF). Six lots donated by Art von Reyn also benefited the JPF and realized $286.50. 
Lots donated by Robert Dailey, C.E. Fink, Gerald Fitzsimmons, Ben Hong, Bill Kibler and Robert 
G. Thompson garnered a total of $133.50 for the JPF and $21 for the TPA Foundation.

Here are the prices realized in the 2009 TPA/OPS Summer Auction:
Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price
 1 20.50 20 16.00 39 5.00 58 18.00 77 12.50 96 1.50
 2 27.00 21 4.50 40 0.00 59 2.50 78 7.50 97 28.00
 3 25.00 22 15.50 41 0.00 60 3.00 79 41.00 98 41.00
 4 26.00 23 10.50 42 0.00 61 6.50 80 2.00 99 26.00
 5 26.00 24 260.00 43 6.00 62 0.00 81 5.00 100 3.50
 6 23.00 25 70.00 44 8.50 63 0.00 82 8.50 101 11.00
 7 17.00 26 36.00 45 2.50 64 3.50 83 7.50 102 10.00
 8 9.50 27 15.50 46 10.50 65 7.50 84 7.50 103 15.00
 9 29.00 28 21.00 47 8.00 66 1.50 85 0.00 104 25.00
 10 4.50 29 21.00 48 15.00 67 3.50 86 10.50 105 0.00
 11 6.00 30 21.00 49 10.50 68 11.50 87 8.00 106 10.00
 12 37.00 31 10.00 50 4.50 69 40.00 88 1.00 107 0.00
 13 4.50 32 12.50 51 10.50 70 12.00 89 5.00 108 0.00
 14 3.50 33 0.00 52 9.50 71 0.00 90 2.50 109 0.00
 15 43.00 34 10.00 53 11.50 72 7.00 91 8.00 110 0.00
 16 5.50 35 8.00 54 2.50 73 15.00 92 4.50 111 2.00  
 17 40.00 36 0.00 55 6.50 74 27.00 93 14.00 112 15.50
 18 15.50 37 8.00 56 3.00 75 13.00 94 15.50 113 10.50
 19 4.50 38 4.00 57 9.50 76 2.50 95 23.00 114 10.50

The next opportunity to participate is the TPA/OPS 2010 Winter Auction, for which lots are now 
being accepted from members of both organizations. Lot listings will appear in the TPA and OPS journals 
that are published in January. Minimum bids are optional, but sellers using them should be congnizant 
that Scott catalogues now use a grade of “very fine” for its retail values while most older material in the 
market is just “fine.” Minimum bids that don’t recognize the reality of the condition of the material being 
offered may result in no bids.

A lot submission form appears on the opposite page. 

Summer Auction 2009 exceeds all expectations
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TPA/OPS SUMMER AUCTION 2009

TPA/OPS 2009 Winter Auction
SELLER’S LOT SUBMISSION FORM

Name  TPA or  OPS Membership No.

Address E-mail

City State Zip Phone
For each lot, include a description of the item. Note that “grade” refers to centering and, if used, cancellation; 
“condition” refers to freshness, gum status and presence of faults.

Lot #1 Country Catalog Number Value

 Grade Condition Minimum Bid (Optional)

 Brief Description

Lot #2 Country Catalog Number Value

 Grade Condition  Minimum Bid (Optional)

 Brief Description

Lot #3 Country Catalog Number Value

 Grade Condition  Minimum Bid (Optional)

 Brief Description

Lot #4 Country Catalog Number Value

 Grade Condition  Minimum Bid (Optional)

 Brief Description

Lot #5 Country Catalog Number Value

 Grade Condition  Minimum Bid (Optional)

 Brief Description

SAMPLE DESCRIPTION

 Country  U.S. Catalog  2008 Scott Number  240 Value  $600.00

 Grade  VF Condition  Unused, no gum Minimum Bid (Optional)  $30.00

 Brief Description  50¢ slate blue Columbian Exposition

(Signature)

Mail unsold lots to me (if neither box is
checked and minimum bid value exceeds 
$100, postal insurance will be added):
 with postal insurance.  without postal insurance,

LIMIT FIVE LOTS. Each lot must have a minimum catalog/estimated value of $5.00. We reserve 
the right to combine or divide submitted lots and to reject lots with excessive minimum bids relative 
to the quality of the material submitted. 
MAIL LOTS TO: Arthur P. von Reyn, P.O. Box 561622, Dallas, TX 75356-1622. Lots must be 
received by December 5, 2009. Selected higher value, single item lots will be illustrated in The Texas 
Philatelist, and additional ones pictured on the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org.
I understand that a 5% commission with a $1.00 minimum will be deducted from the total proceeds 
on the above lots, and that any unsold lots will be returned to me at my expense.
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By Tom Koch

On June 17, 1983, the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice organized a special meeting of the 

Citizens Stamp Advisory Committee (CSAC) 
during TEXANEX show at San Antonio. As 
the stamp columnist for the Dallas Times 
Herald newspaper, I went to San Antonio 

to cover the pub-
lic meeting. I also 
called USPS head-
quarters in Wash-
ington in advance 
to request a one-on-
one interview with 
one of the CSAC 
members—popular 
author James Mi-
chener— who had 
moved to Austin, 
Texas to work on his 

novel Texas (1985).
After the public meeting featuring five 

CSAC members, the room cleared leaving 
only me, Michener, my wife Jane and daughter 
Kristin. The following is a transcription of 
my notes of that interview which have never 
been published other than some passages that 
were included in my “Stamp Scene” column 
in 1983.

Tom Koch: How did you become involved in 
the CSAC?

James Michener: I’ve always been interested in 
stamps, and the people at the stamp magazines have 
known this. I suppose one of them nominated me 
and I was appointed by the postmaster general. He 
wrote to me and said he had heard of my great inter-
est in stamps and wondered if I would be interested 
in helping the committee make these decisions. I, 
of course, was greatly honored. As you can see we 
work hard. We take it seriously and we have helped, 
I think, improve the quality somewhat.

TK :The overall quality of U.S. stamps has been 
greatly criticized in recent years.

JM: The Bureau of Engraving often does not 
have the lead time in which they are entitled because 
of the political nature of some of the decisions.

TK: How did you become a stamp collector 
and what do you collect?

JM: I have some very fine American issues of 
the last century and the early part of this century. I 
have some very good British Empire sets. I started 
as a boy. One of the first things I did was collect 
stamps because of my great interest in travel and 
other parts of the world. It’s a natural relationship. I 
would think I write the kinds of books I do because 
I have these diversified interests.

TK: How do you get along with other members 
of the CSAC?

JM: It’s great fun to meet with these 15 people. 
They’re all different. The man from Puerto Rico has 
a rigid set of interests, and, boy, he can defend them 
to the death. The man from Honolulu has another 
set. It’s an interplay of average Americans. I think 
you could say we are 15 average Americans. There 
are no prima donnas and I would think of myself 
in that respect as an average interested American 
citizen. Now, I have a high skill of writing but I’m 
not nearly as able politically as Cohen or in educa-
tion as Sawyer. You didn’t see the other 10 members 
[at the San Antonio meeting]. Five of them are 
tremendous technicians.

James A. Michener and the Nimitz stamp

A U.S. stamp in the Distin-
guished Americans series 
honoring James Michener 
debuted May 12, 2008.

Michener, known for his expansive historical 
novels, moved to Austin, Texas, in 1982 and there 
wrote Texas, published in 1985. 
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Sincerely,
James A. Michener

I had forgotten about Michener’s military 
background that guided him on his notable 
novel Tales of the South Pacific. He had served 
as a lieutenant commander in the U.S. Navy 
assigned to the South Pacific as a naval histo-
rian during World War II. In a letter he filed 
with the Nimitz Museum in Fredericksburg 
in 1972, he stated:

“During the latter stages of World War 
II I had the occasion to review a substantial 
amount of the correspondence that passed 
between Admiral Nimitz in Hawaii and 
Admiral Halsey in Noumea . . . in reviewing 
the Nimitz-Halsey exchanges I was again and 
again impressed by the lucidity of the former’s 
mind, the clarity of his statements, the probity 
of his questions and the rightness of his final 
decisions . . . In my life I have been fortunate 
in knowing a good many unusual men and 
women. Chester Nimitz stands at the top of 

TK: How intense does this 
interplay get?

JM: We knock ourselves 
around really harshly in the meet-
ings. Nobody has an edge. Ms. 
Owen is a very sharp infighter. 
When she wants something, boy, 
stand back because she is not going 
to take no for an answer until the 
vote is taken and then we show her 
we don’t want it. Dr. Cohen and I 
are the staunchest supporters of 
women on stamps for a variety 
of reasons. I’m a novelist with no 
other axes to grind and here’s a man 
[Cohen] who has been in this field 
all his life and he doesn’t care what 
he says. We don’t let that topic 
[women] go by in a single meet-
ing, Cohen and I. Pearl Buck, ac-
tors and actresses, Rachel Carson, 
Dorthea Dix . . . I would say we are 
very aware of the imbalance (men 
to women on U.S. stamps).

TK: I’ve been involved in a 
current campaign to have Fleet 
Admiral Chester Nimitz featured 
on a stamp around February, 
1985—the 100th anniversary of his birth in 
Fredericksburg, Texas. We are not making much 
headway.

JM: You would get a lot of support from me 
on that. Has he been dead 10 years?

TK: Yes. He died in 1966. I could mail you 
some information.

TM: Please do. I would be his staunchest sup-
porter. No question he is one of the great Ameri-
cans. Has he ever been on a stamp?

TK: No.
JM: We will see to that. Write to me. I will be 

a vigorous proponent.

I sent a package to Michener a few days 
after TEXANEX. His response was this:
Dear Mr. Koch:

Thank you for your most interesting letter of 
June 23. You have put a lot of thought and work 
into your idea of submitting Fleet Admiral Chester 
W. Nimitz as a subject for a 1985 issue. I will pres-
ent your suggestion to the Postal Committee next 
time we meet.

The Pacific Island nation of Vanuatu, known as New Hebrides until 
independence in 1980, issued a set of four stamps on the 100th an-
niversary of James Michener’s 100th birthday, in 2007. 



22  The Texas PhilaTelisT   September-October 2009

REPUBLIC POST
By Rex H. Stever

180-page book profusely illustrated with covers 
and mail route maps. The essential resource for 

collectors of the Republic era.
Visit the TPA booth at the Greater Houston Stamp 

Show and get your copy for $35 plus tax.
To order by mail, send a $42.50* check or money 

order payable to “Texas Philatelic Association” to:
Arthur P. von Reyn • P.O. Box 561622 • Dallas, TX 75356-1622
*Including sales tax and shipping. $40.00 if shipped out-of-state.

TEXAS MAIL
LATE 1835 TO EARLY 1846

P.O. Box 8789
The Woodlands, TX 77387-8789

(281) 362-0430

Pugh Cachets
Individually Handpainted FDCs
for every new issue of the USPS

the list.”
By early spring of 1984, some 

of us involved in the Nimitz 
stamp campaign lost hope. Less 
than a year remained before our 
target date of February 1985 and 
that lead time was impossible by 
USPS standards. Also, we heard 
a rumor that all World War 
II-related topics would be post-
poned to the 50th anniversary 
years beginning in 1990.

One might imagine what 
went on in those 1983-84 CSAC 
meetings after reading Michener’s above de-
scription, going toe-to-toe with Cohen, Owen 
and the other CSAC members of rigid perspec-
tives. Perhaps this was Michener’s axe to grind 
and he became the sharp infighter. 

In March 1984 we received word that, in-
deed, a 50-cent Nimitz stamp would be issued 
on February 24, 1985, at the Nimitz Museum in 

Fredericksburg’s old Nimitz Steam-
boat Hotel. It was the year, month 
and location I proposed in a letter 
to Nimitz’s daughter Catherine 
Nimitz Lay in 1980. There is no 
doubt Michener had a tremendous 
influence on that issue. I treasure 
the personal interview I had with 
him those many years ago on a 
wonderful day in San Antonio.

And now, Michener himself 
graces a U.S. stamp issue (Scott 
#3427A), a 59-cent definitive 
in the Distinguished Americans 

series issued May 12, 2008. In 1994 his dog, 
a Chesapeake Bay retriever. appeared on a 
1984 stamp issued by the USPS (Scott #2099). 
Michener was also pictured on a set of four 
Vanuatu stamps (Scott #1009-1012) issued for 
the 100th anniversary of his birth, 1907-2007. 
Vanuatu was known as New Hebrides during 
World War II until independence in 1980. The 
stamps are in the shape of books with island 
scenes and titled “Tales of the South Pacific.”

Michener served on the CSAC from 1979 
to 1986. He died at the age of 90 on October 
16, 1997, in Austin.

(Editor’s Note: James A. Michener was the 
subject of the “Texas Connection” feature that 
appeared in the July-August 2008 issue of The 
Texas Philatelist.) 

Thanks to James Michener’s 
assistance, a stamp honor-
ing Chester W. Nimitz was 
finally issued February 24, 
1985 in Fredericksburg.
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HAVE MORE FUN! COLLECT PRECANCELS!
TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB

Come to our next meeting:
Friday and Saturday, October 2-3, 2009
Country Inn & Suites, 2200 Mercado Dr.

Fort Worth, Texas
For more information: John C. Foster

retsof@austin.rr.com or call (512) 346-8253

Currently, over 42,000 
U.S. and Worldwide Sets 
and Singles Await You.

CLICK HERE.. .  www/huntstamps.com
FOR NEW
STAMPS!

HUNT & CO.
10711 Burnet Road, Suite 314

Austin, TX 78758
1-800-458-5745

E-mail: info@huntstamps.com

New stamps being 
constantly added!

STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS SINCE 1986

Stamps and Postal History of Italy 

LO GIUDICE
162, via Roma

94010 Gagliano C.to(EN)
Italy

stampsario@aim.com

SUPPORT THE TPA BY SHOPPING WITH OUR ADVERTISERS!
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Unless otherwise noted, admission and parking are free at all shows and bourses listed. Specific details 
are not provided for repeating events beyond the first insertion. For inclusion on this calendar and 
the one on our website www.texasphilatelic.org select the “Philatelic Event Registration” option under 
the “At Your Service” heading on the website home page or prepare the data in the format below and 
write to: The Texas Philatelist, P.O. Box 1622, Dallas, TX 75356-1922.

SEP. 18-20  GREATER HOUSTON STAMP SHOW 2009
2009 Annual exhibition and bourse of the Houston Philatelic Society at the 

Humble Civic Center, 8233 Will Clayton Pkwy. (exit U.S. Hwy. 59 at Will 
Clayton Pkwy. and go east), Humble, Texas. Features exhibits, 33-dealer 
bourse, beginners’ booth, Sam Houston Philatelics auction, USPS substa-
tion, cacheted cover and show cancellation. TPA meetings scheduled on 
Saturday as follows: Foundation Trustees at 8:30 a.m.; Board of Directors 
at 9:15 a.m. Hours: Friday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Contact: Houston Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 690042, Houston, 
TX 77269-0042; Contact: Denise Stotts, stottsjd@swbell.net.

SEP. 25-26 TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR 
2009 Bourse at the Richardson Civic Center, 411 W. Arapaho Rd., (Next to 

Richardson City Hall), Richardson, Texas. Hours: Friday 1 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

OCT. 2-3 TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB FALL ROUNDUP
2009 Fall auction and bourse of the Texas Precancel Club at the Country Inn 

& Suites, 2200 Mercado Dr., Fort Worth, Texas. Hours: Friday 9 a.m. to ? 
p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. to ? p.m., Auction on Saturday at 2 p.m. Contact: 
Katherine Foster, khfoster@tex.net.

OCT. 2-3 OKPEX 2009 (Date and Location change)
2009 Annual exhibition and bourse of the Oklahoma City Stamp Club at the 

Express Events Center, 8512 Northwest Expy. (between Council Road 
and County Line Road) in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Show features 
APS World Series of Philately exhibits, dealer bourse, cacheted cover 
and show cancellation. Hours: Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Contact: Joe Crosby, 5009 Barnsteeple Ct., Oklahoma City, OK 
73142-5405; joecrosby@cox.net.

OCT. 10-11 LAWTON-FORT SILL STAMP SHOW 
2009 53rd annual bourse and show of the Lawton-Fort-Sill Stamp Club at the 

Super 8 Motel, 2207 N.W. Highway 277. (exit I-44 at 39A from the south 
or 40A from the north). Show features children’s and Boy Scouts’ activities 
area. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

OCT. 24-25 TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR 
2009 Bourse at Norris Conference Center, 4522 Fredericksburg Rd. (at Crossroads 

Mall near NW I-410 and I-10, next to SuperTarget, lower level), San Antonio, 
Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

OCT. 31-NOV. 1 TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR 
2009 Bourse at the TraveLodge (new hotel name), 7611 Katy Frwy., Houston, 

Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

calendar of events
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NOV. 14-15 MID-CITIES STAMP EXPO
2009 22nd annual exhibition and bourse of the Mid-Cities Stamp Club at 

the Grapevine Convention Center, 1209 S. Main St., Grapevine, Texas. 
Features exhibits, 28-dealer bourse, beginners’ booth, giant mixture 
pick, silent auction, chance board, USPS substation, cacheted cover and 
show cancellation. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Contact: Stanley Christmas, elvira6@swbell.net.

DEC. 4-5 TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR 
2009 See Sep. 25-16, 2009, listing for details.

JAN. 9-10 TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR 
2010 See Oct. 31-Nov. 1, 2009, listing for details.

FEB. 6-7 TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR 
2010 See Oct. 24-25, 2009, listing for details.

FEB. 12-13 TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR 
2010 See Sep. 25-16, 2009, listing for details.

APR. 16-18 TEXPEX 2010
2010 The 114th annual exhibition and convention of the Texas Philatelic As-

sociation at the Doubletree Hotel Dallas Near the Galleria, 4099 Valley 
View Ln. (I-635 at Midway exit), Dallas, Texas. Show features World Series 
of Philately exhibits, bourse, youth booth, USPS substation, cacheted 
cover and show cancellation. TPA meetings scheduled on Saturday as 
follows: Foundation Trustees at 8:00 a.m.; Board of Directors at 9:00 a.m.; 
Annual Meeting at 10:00 a.m. Hours: Friday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact: Tom Koch, tkoch@
utdallas.edu; (972) 883-4951; (972) 883-2473.

APR. 24-25 TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR 
2010 See Oct. 31-Nov. 1, 2009, listing for details.

MAY 15-16 TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR 
2010 See Oct. 24-25, 2009, listing for details.

JUN. 25-26 TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR 
2010 See Sep. 25-16, 2009, listing for details.

JUL. 10-11 TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR 
2010 See Oct. 31-Nov. 1, 2009, listing for details.

AUG. 21-22 TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR 
2010 See Oct. 24-25, 2009, listing for details.

SEP. 17-19  GREATER HOUSTON STAMP SHOW 2010
2010 See Sep. 18-20, 2009, listing for details.

SEP. 24-25 TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR 
2010 See Sep. 25-16, 2009, listing for details.

OCT 22-23  OKPEX 2010 (Show days are Friday-Saturday, date is tentative)
2010 See Oct. 2-3, 2009, listing for details.

OCT. 23-24 TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR 
2010 See Oct. 24-25, 2009, listing for details.
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Austin-Texas Stamp Club (ATSC): On July 7, members met for a session of show-and-
tell. Two weeks later, the regular monthly auction was held with 59 of the 92 lots being 
sold for a total of $458.75 with proceeds to the club amounting to $50.53.

For the August 4 program, Cathy Fields spoke on Forgeries and Cinderellas, with 
members invited to bring their own examples. The auction at the August 18 meeting 
resulted in 59 of the 91 lots being sold with proceeds to the club being $97.63 and a 
realization of $623.05. 

Heart of Texas Stamp Club (HOTSC): At the July 2 meeting, Herbert Hanke presented 
the program Focus on Queen Elizabeth II Stamps. The evening’s raffle prize was taken home 
by Lois Hanes; door prizes went to Ron Allison, Kelly Brooks, Darby Bybee, Clarence and 
Mary DuBois, and Royce Walston.

Members were saddened to learn of the passing of member J.P. Jones on June 19 
and a moment of silence was held in his remembrance. J.P. was a coin collector who 
developed a love for stamps and joined the HOTSC a decade ago.

Instead of a regular meeting, members met on August 6 for a social gathering at the 
Lake Brazos Steakhouse. Three door prizes were awarded, with Kelly Brooks, Brad Schultz 
and guest Ethel Biddle being the lucky winners.

Houston Philatelic Society (HPS): July started off with the popular Quarterly Auction 
on the 6th. Two weeks later, members met to hear Jim Francis present a program on how 
to preserve stamps and covers for future generations.

On August 3, Texas Express Companies Long Gone, But Not Forgotten!, an overview of 
how these companies helped shape the history of Texas in the 19th century, was presented 
by Larry Ballantyne. The second meeting of August, on the 17th, was Everybody A Dealer 
Night with members bringing duplicate stamps, covers, albums, collections, literature 
and other philatelic stuff to sell.

Mid-Cities Stamp Club (MCSC): The program for the 38 members attending the 
July 1 session in Arlington was a Giant Mixture Pick, with more the $30 worth of bargain-
priced stamps finding new homes. Ray Cartier and Denny Ludlow were the lucky ones 
in the door prize drawing. The passing on Father’s Day of member Rev. William R. Belury 
was mourned. Bill was also active in the Texas Philatelic Association and collected many 
items, especially material related to World War II. 

In Irving on July 15, 17 members and two guests showed up for the semi-annual auc-
tion. Of the 41 lots, 35 sold for $78.25, with club receiving $7.78 in commission plus $23 
from donated lots. Peter Elias and Dick Phelps corralled the door prizes.

Stanley Christmas brought the program How We Organize and Run the MCSC Expo at 
the July 28 gathering at Lake Granbury.

The 32 members showing up for the August 5 meeting in Arlington were treated to 
Paul Ashley’s program Berlin Postmarks 1945-49; in that discussion, he included material 
relating to the Berlin Airlift. Door prizes were accepted by Jim Camak, Diana Davis and 

Report chapter activities by Internet or mail!
To report the activities of your chapter or unit, simply go to www.texasphilatelic.

org and select the “Chapter Reports” option under the “At Your Service” heading on the 
home page. Minutes and newsletters may still be sent by mail to this address: Douglas 
Moss editor, The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

chapters in action
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Ken Dougan.
For the dozen members turning out in Irving on August 19, Jack Urish presented 

Hungary, Part III, in which he described the stamps and postmarks of the 1930s and 1940s. 
Door prize winners were Peter Elias and Tom Turner. Members learned of the passing 
of Harold L. “Pat” Patterson on July 26. Pat, also a TPA member, was an avid collector of 
material relating to U.S. National Parks and had been attending meetings in Irving since 
the inception of the Irving group in 1988.

Dealer Jim Myers was scheduled to present the program at the August 25 meeting at 
Lake Granbury and also to bring some offerings for sale from his stock.

The club newsletter Stamping Around continues to be edited by Peter C. Elias, who 
assumed the duties of publishing the monthly in 2001. Not a single issue has been missed 
during that time.

San Antonio Philatelic Association (SAPA): With the eve of July 4 falling on the Friday, 
the weekly meeting night, members took the day off. On July 25, Fred Groth presented 
the program Modern U.S. Philately.

The regular program cycle for the club is a show-and-tell on the first Friday of the 
month, an auction on the second Friday of the month and a bourse night on the last Friday 
of the month. Meetings in the middle of the month usually feature talks presented by 
members, bag nights and other special programs. The club also holds special meetings 
for juniors twice a month prior to regular meetings.

The club slates a “Boursette” from 9:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. on one selected Saturday each 
month except when there is a conflict with another scheduled philatelic event, such as 
the occasional TSDA bourses. 
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2009 Mid-Cities show celebrates Thanksgiving
By Joel Dahlin and Stanley Christmas

The 22nd annual Mid-Cities Stamp Expo 
celebrates Thanksgiving a few weeks 

early. The basis for the show theme is a strip 
of Thanksgiving Parade stamps, to be released 
by the U.S. Postal Service in September. The 
Expo, sponsored by the Mid-Cities Stamp 
Club of Arlington and Irving, takes place No-
vember 14-15 at the Grapevine Convention 
Center in Grapevine, Texas.

Signed up for booths at the Expo are 28 
stamp dealers plus the Grapevine post office. 
Collectors visiting the show will have an op-
portunity to acquire material representative of 
almost every collecting interest.

On view will be 60 easel frames of infor-
mative and interesting exhibits exemplifying 
the best of our hobby. Two judges certified by 
the American Philatelic Society will evaluate all 
exhibits. Numerous awards will be presented at 
a 7:30 p.m. Saturday evening Awards Dinner. 
Attendees can vote for their favorite exhibit 
until 1:30 p.m. Sunday. The winner will be 
presented a Texas Stamp Dealers Association’s 
Most Popular Exhibit Award on Sunday at 
2 p.m.

The Texas Philatelic Association will man 
a recruitment table during the two-day run. 
Show attendees and TPA members are invited 
to stop by and register for a chance to win 
the new Scott 2010 Specialized Catalogue of 
United States Stamps and Covers. Lots for the 
TPA/OPS Winter Auction 2010 will also be 
accepted at the TPA table.

Thanksgiving got its start in America 
in 1623 when Plymouth’s colonists and the 
Wampanoag Indians shared an autumn feast. 
This feast is acknowledged as the beginning of 
Thanksgiving in America. Later, in 1863 Abra-
ham Lincoln assisted Congress in setting aside 
the last Thursday in November as a national 
holiday celebrating Thanksgiving. This day is 
not the day now celebrated: in order to spur 
economic activity, Franklin Roosevelt suc-
cessfully lobbied Congress in 1941 to change 

the day to the fourth Thursday of November, 
thus lengthening the shopping season before 
Christmas.

Thanksgiving Parades didn’t begin until 
1920 when Gimbel’s Department Store in 
Philadelphia began celebrating Thanksgiving 
with a parade that ended up at their store. In 
1924, other parades for the holiday sprang up 
in New York, Detroit, Houston, and Chicago 
sprang up.

The largest and longest-running Thanks-
giving Day parade in Texas takes place in 
Houston. Formerly sponsored by a depart-
ment store, the HEB Holiday Parade has run 
almost six decades.

In El Paso, the FirstLight Federal Credit 
Union Sun Bowl Parade kicks off the holiday 
season, Begun in 1936 as a prelude to the Sun 
Bowl, held on New Year’s Day, the parade 

The 2009 Mid-Cities Stamp Expo cachet design 
features a drummer in front of the courthouse in 
downtown Fort Worth. The design is by Patti Wilk-
erson, a friend of the Mid-Cities Stamp Club.
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date was changed in 1978 and has remained 
a Thanksgiving Day tradition since.

Other large cities in Texas wait until after 
Thanksgiving Day for their parades. On the 
Friday evening after Thanksgiving, San Anto-
nio holds its Holiday River Parade & Lighting 
Ceremony, featuring lighted boats. Fort Worth 
area residents gather about the same time for 
the Parade of Lights. Dallas holds a Children’s 
Parade the first Saturday in December.

A special cancel has been designed to 
complement the show cachet, the latter fea-
turing a rendition of a drummer at the Fort 
Worth parade, designed by Patti Wilkerson, 
a friend of the Mid-Cities Stamp Club. The 
cachets, along with the special cancel, will be 
available for $2.00 each for a cachet with a 
single stamp and $3.50 for a strip of four. To 
order by mail, send payment and a stamped, 
self-addressed #9 or #10 envelope to Mid-
Cities Stamp Club, P.O. Box 2158, Arlington 
Texas, 76004-2158.

The Awards Dinner will be held at the 

Grapevine Convention Center on Saturday 
evening. Rather than turkey, which many 
show attendees may get too much of toward 
the end of the month, the entrée is home-
made meatloaf. Tickets are available on a first 
come, first served basis for $20 until October 
24. Remaining tickets will be available until 
November 7 at a slightly higher cost. Tickets 
can be obtained from Richard Hildebrandt at 
(817) 483-9234 or richhilde@hotmail.com.

Merchandise and dealer gift certificates 
will be given away during 11 door prize draw-
ings held at the show. Other show favorites 
returning again include the Chance Board, 
the Giant Mixture Pick and Youth Activities 
Center. Collectors can also try to pick up 
some real bargains during the Silent Auction; 
winners can pick up their purchases between 
2:30 p.m. and 4 p.m. Sunday.

Show hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 
and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday. For further 
information contact Stanley Christmas at 
(817) 656-2925, elvira6@swbell.net.  

TSDA 2009 STAMP FAIRS
 DALLAS •

Sept. 25-26 • Dec. 4-5

 HOUSTON •
Oct. 31 - Nov. 1

 SAN ANTONIO •
Oct. 24-25

Professionals Serving the Philatelic Community of Texas
For Information Contact:

GEORGE KUBAL , P.O. BOX 1196 • HEWITT, TX 76643-1196
(254) 666-7755

Richardson Civic Center
411 W. Arapho Road (Richardson)

Fri.: 1 p.m. to 8 p.m • Sat.: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Ramada Plaza Hotel • 7611 Katy Freeway
Sat.: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Sun.: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Norris Conference Center
4522 Fredericksburg Road

Sat.: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Sun.: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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Obama catalog documents historic election
By Douglas Moss

The Obama Philatelic Catalog, edited by 
Edward Krohn, is a compilation of recent 

philatelically-themed items celebrating the 
historic election of the first African-American 
President of the United States, Barack Obama. 
The catalogue is published in color and focuses 
on postage stamps and covers. 

The first section of the catalogue is a com-
pilation of the stamps and Cinderella labels 
issued to honor President Obama.

Many of the postage stamps were issued 
by legitimate postal authorities operating in 
Africa: Benin, Chad, the Gambia, Guinea, 
Liberia, Malawai, Mozambique, Sierra Leone 
and Tanzania. The stamps show President 
Obama along with a variety of family mem-
bers, civil rights leaders, and other American 
presidents. The other legitimate postal issues 

are from the many small island nations that 
depend on the philatelic sales as part of their 
national income.

The Cinderella stamps include carriage 
labels like those from Easdale Island, a tiny 
Scottish island with about 60 residents.

The second section of the catalogue lists 
covers, the type items that will be of greatest 
interest to collectors who specialize in this 
topic. This section is divided into four parts: 
Foreign, Election Day, Inauguration Day and 
Special Events.

The Foreign Covers section is made up 
exclusively of Israeli covers featuring President 
Obama in the cachet and on labels of person-
alized Israeli stamps, the latter being listed in 
the first section of the catalogue.

The Election Day covers section enumer-
ates 20 covers postmarked on November 4, 
2008. Here Krohn has developed a number 
system to catalogue these covers: e2008-XX 
followed by a two digit number.

The listing of Inauguration Day covers 
is the most extensive of the four parts with 
103 covers listed using a numbering system: 
BHO-000-XXX followed by the creator of the 
cover, if known.

The Special Events part illustrates 12 covers 
not easily fitting into the other categories.

Krohn has a good idea in creating a num-
ber system to catalogue the covers, especially 
those in the Inauguration Day section. The one 
criticism I have is that not all of the cover and 
cachet makers are fully identified. For example, 
the first cover listed in this section is BHO-
001-Artcraft. Most everyone is familiar with 
Artcraft, a company best known for creating 
first day covers. But not all of the cover makers 
are identified, like BHO-040-MPG. Who is 
MPG? While the abbreviation MPG may be 
recognizable to cover specialists, the novice 
collector will likely not have the slightest idea 
who MPG is. If this catalogue is updated in 
the future, which it probably will be due to 

The Obama Philatelic Catalog by Edward Krohn 
was released this past summer.
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the popularity of the Obama presi-
dency to many constituents, more 
information should be included in 
the numbering system. Surely, more 
covers will come to light that fit into 
Krohn’s cataloging system.

This is a nice, well-made cata-
logue that documents the phila-
telic items inspired by the Obama 
administration. Not having seen 
anything else like it, this catalogue 
is essential to any collector desiring 
to complete a collection of Obama 
related material.

The cost of the catalogue is $28.99 
and it is available directly from the edi-
tor: Edward Krohn, P.O. Box 357309, 
Gainesville, Florida 32635. The book 
is also sold on Amazon.com.

Just to note, Krohn is a bipartisan 
author, having previously written a 
philatelic catalogue of items issued 
during the Eisenhower years. 

A cropped example of a page from the catalog. No more than 
four covers are displayed on a page, leaving space at the bottom 
of each page to make notes about the covers.
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By Warren Crain
The Lindbergh booklet pane (Scott #C10a), issued May 26, 1928, was the first U.S. 

airmail booklet pane. It’s rather scarce for an issue only 71 years old, but a couple of 
reasons probably account for this.

At the beginning of 1928, first-class mail cost only two cents an ounce, but airmail 
service was 10 cents a half ounce, or an equivalent of 10 times as much as first-class. Not 
many people used airmail because of the price differential and intercity train service—
most non-local mail went by train in those days—was pretty speedy anyway.

Also, the dark-blue 10-cent map stamp and the 10-cent Lindbergh stamp could be 
purchased as singles from sheets by airmail users, thus hurting sales of the booklet panes. 
As two panes of three stamps each made up a booklet, 60-cents was a considerable sum 
to expend in 1928 when other single 10-cent airmail stamps were available.

Airmail began to be carried by commercial airlines in 1926 and postage rates were 
based on mileage. For example, beginning February 1, 1927, the half-ounce rate was 
10-cents for up to 1,000 miles. How-
ever, airmail usage was still so lacking 
that Postmaster General Harry New 
finally took drastic action. On August 
1, 1928, the basic airmail rate was 
dropped to five-cents an ounce for 
any distance. So, the Lindbergh book-
let stamps fit the then current airmail 
rate for a period of only 66 days!

Only 145,560 Lindbergh book-
lets were prepared, or just 291,120 
panes of three. Among all the U.S. 
airmails, no other U.S. airmail had 
smaller printing quantities than the 
Lindbergh booklet. Of course, the 
U.S. Zeppelin set (Scott #C13-15) 
wound up far scarcer because out of 
the three-million copies printed, only 
227,260 singles were actually sold.

The Lindbergh booklet currently 
catalogues in the Scott 2010 Standard 
Postage Stamp Catalogue at $130 in 
very-fine, mint never-hinged condi-
tion, versus $2,450 for a set of the 
three Zeppelin stamps.

This updated column is based on a 
classic “Crain’s Corner” feature that ap-
peared in the September-October 1988 
edition of The Texas Philatelist. 

crain’s corner
The United States’ first airmail booklet

The Lindbergh booklet pane of three stamps is the fourth 
scarcest U.S. airmail issue, with only 145,560 of the two-
pane booklets being printed. The 10-cent basic airmail rate 
was cut in half 66 days after they were issued.
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This is a listing of special pictorial cancels recently authorized for use in Texas, or of interest to collectors in Texas. 
This information is excerpted from recent editions of The Postal Bulletin. If available, the sponsor of the pictorial post-
mark appears in italics under the date.

According to the U.S. Postal Service, requests for these cancels must be postmarked no later than 30 days following 
the indicated postmark date. All requests must include a stamped envelope or postcard bearing at least the minimum 
first-class postage; items bearing postage issued after the postmark date will be returned unserviced.

Place the envelope or postcard in a larger envelope and address it to: PICTORIAL POSTMARKS, followed by the 
NAME OF THE STATION, ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP+4 CODE, exactly as listed below (using all capitals and no punctua-
tion, except the hyphen in the ZIP+4 code). A larger SASE must be enclosed if the item submitted for a special cancel 
is unaddressed.

texas cancels

June 26, 2009
U.S. Postal Service
Valera Station
Postmaster
10490 U.S. Hwy. 67
Valera, TX 76884-9998

August 18, 2009
U.S. Postal Service
National Convention Station
Postmaster
4600 Mark IV Pkwy.
Fort Worth, TX 76161-9803

July 19–26, 2009
National Speleological Society
Congress Station
Postmaster
244 Cully Dr.
Kerrville, TX 78028-9998

July 22–24, 2009
Postmark Collector’s Club
PMCC 48th Convention Sta-

tion
Postmaster
430 W. State Hwy. 6
Waco, TX 76702-9998

June 26–27, 2009
U.S. Postal Service
Audie Leon Murphy Station
Postmaster
2810 Wesley St.
Greenville, TX 75401-9998

July 24, 2009
U.S. Postal Service
Matagorda Island Lighthouse 

Station
Postmaster
PO Box 9998
Cedar Lane, TX 77415-9998

July 24, 2009
U.S. Postal Service
Matagorda Island Lighthouse 

Station
Postmaster
PO Box 9998
Matagorda, TX 77457-9998

August 23, 2009
Hostelling International Austin 

TX Station
Postmaster
8225 Cross Park Dr.
Austin, TX 78710-9998

September 5, 2009
U.S. Postal Service
KCM&O Station
Postmaster
1 N. Abe St.
San Angelo, TX 76903-9998

August 23, 2009
American Youth Hostels Hostell-

ing International Station
Postmaster
PO Box 9998
San Antonio, TX 78284-9800

September 17, 2009
U.S. Postal Service
KCM&O Station
Postmaster
1 N. Abe St.
San Angelo, TX 76903-9998

USA and Worldwide Covers
Houston, TX

www.topperstamps.com

September 18–20, 2009
Greater Houston Stamp Show
Greater Houston Stamp Station
GMF Barbara Jordan
401 Franklin St.
Houston, TX 77201-9998

July 24, 2009
Calhoun County Economic Devel-

opment Corporation
Matagorda Island Lighthouse 

Station
Postmaster c/o Shelagh Cope
1201 Half League Rd.
Port Lavaca, TX 77979-9998
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MEXICO
Mexico-Elmhurst

Philatelic
Society

International
www.mepsi.org

JOIN US!  Membership fees and dues are pro-
rata based on the quarter an ap-

plication is received: $12 for January-March; $9 for April-June; 
$6 for July-September; $13 for October-December (includes next 
full year). Life memberships are also available, please inquire.
Apply for membership at www.texasphilatelic.org or request 
a membership application by writing to:

 Lyle Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005

membership report
MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY

July-August 2009
Membership, June15, 2009  .................... 574
New Members .................................................. 4
Deceased ...........................................................-4
Membership, August 15, 2009 ............... 574

Life Chapters ...................................................10
Life Members ..................................................89
Regular Chapters/Units ...............................15
Regular Members ....................................... 460
Total Members ............................................. 574

NEW MEMBERS
5000 Golab, Alex - Flower Mound, TX
5001 Lawton-Fort Sill Stamp Club (Ch-68)
5002 Traxler, Alexander I. - Atascocita, TX
5003  Mahmood, Syed I. - Friendswood, TX

DECEASED
3942 Belury, Rev. William R. - Fort Worth, TX
4232 Patterson, Harold L. - Irving, TX
4404 George, Darrell L. - Little Rock, AR*
4663 Hedin, Carl A. - Sachse, TX
4742 Kempston, Deborah - Richardson, TX
* Previously listed as dropped for non-payment of dues

PATRON
4334 Fink, C.E.

TPA FOUNDATION DONORS
Thanks to the following members for their generous 

contributions to the TPA Foundation. Giving levels are: Spon-
sor, $40.00 and over; Patron, $20.00 to $39.99; Sustaining, 
$5.00 to $19.99. Gifts may be made with a MasterCard or Visa 
by visiting www.texasphilatelic.org, or send a check to Lyle 
Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005.

JOURNAL PUBLICATION FUND DONORS
Thanks to the following members for their generous contributions to the TPA Journal Publication Fund. 

Giving levels are: Platinum, $500 and over; Gold, $100.00 to $499.99; Vermeil, $50 to $99.99; Silver, $25 to $49.99; 
Silver-Bronze, $10 to $24.99; Bronze, $5 to $9.99. Gifts may be made with a MasterCard or Visa by visiting www.
texasphilatelic.org, or send a check to Lyle Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005.

PLATINUM
2990 Crain, Warren H.

GOLD
4131 von Reyn, Arthur P.

VERMEIL
4733 Thompson, Robert G.

SILVER-BRONZE
4762 Dailey, Robert

4581 Fitzsimmons, Gerald
4893 Hong, Ben
4679 Kibler, William

(Above reflects donations
received through 8/15/2009.)

(Above reflects donations received through 8/15/2009.)
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS in The Texas Philatelist are accepted on the basis of 10¢ 
per word (minimum 10 words) with name, address, telephone/FAX number and e-mail address 
FREE. Please PRINT or TYPE your ad copy, state the number of times you desire it to run, 
determine the total cost, make the check payable to the “Texas Philatelic Association,” and send 
to The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

Classified Emporium

JOIN THE TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY! 
$18 dues brings highly respected journal, mentoring, 
two major meetings a year. Contact: Lyle Boardman, 
3916 Wyldwood Dr., Austin, TX 78739-3005. (57-5)
HELP MAINTAIN the quality of The Texas Philatelist.
Donate to the TPA Journal Publication Fund. Visit <http://
www.texasphilatelic.org> and pay by credit card; or, send 
a check Lyle Boardman, TPA Treasurer, 3916 Wyldwood 
Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3003. (57-5)

NATIONAL AIR MAIL WEEK. Let me know what 
you have. Don Lussky, P.O. Box 1172, Westmont, IL 
60559-8372, e-mail donlussky@yahoo.com. (58-2)

HEMISFAIR ’68 STAMP (Scott #1340) unique 
usages, i.e. postally used covers, first day covers, 
event covers, photo essay, etc. Marilyn Bearr, e-mail: 
mjrigano@sbcglobal.net. (57-6)

MINERAL WATER ADVERTISING COVERS from 
businesses and hotels in Texas resort towns like Mineral 
Wells, Marlin, Wizard Wells, San Antonio and many, 
many, others. Arthur P. von Reyn, P.O. Box 561622, 
Dallas, TX 75356-1622, (214) 902-0858, e-mail: apvr@
texasphilatelic.org. (57-6)

DONATION LOTS FOR TPA AUCTIONS. Donate 
items valued at $5 or more ($10 or more preferred) to 
benefit Journal Publication Fund or TPA Foundation. 
See article in this journal edition for more info. (57-6)
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Arlington; 3rd Wed., 7:30 PM (check www.mid-cities 
stampclub.com for location), Irving; 4th Tues., 7:00 
PM, Studio at Tarleton State Langdon Center, 308 
Pearl St., Granbury.
NACOGDOCHES STAMP CLUB, CH #31, P.O. Box 
630247, Nacogdoches, TX 77963-0247; meets 2nd 
Thurs., 7:00 PM, Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
903 North St., Nacogdoches.
OKLAHOMA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. CH #61, P.O. Box 
700334, Tulsa, OK 74170-0334
PARIS STAMP CLUB. CH #67, P.O. Box 82, Paris, TX 
75461-0082; meets 3rd Mon., 7:00 PM, Calvary Meth-
odist Church, 3105 Lamar Ave., Paris.
PRAIRIE BEAVER REGIONAL GROUP, British North 
America Philatelic Society Ltd., Unit #1, 501 Fairview 
Ave., College Station, TX 77840-2933.
RED RIVER STAMP SOCIETY, CH #58, P.O. Box 3352, 
Shreveport, LA 71133-3352; meets 1st Wed., 7:30 
PM, Aulds South Bossier Branch Library, 3950 Wayne 
Ave., Bossier City.
SAN ANTONIO PHILATELIC ASSN., LCH #3, 2903 Na-
cogdoches Rd., San Antonio, TX 78217-4522; meets 
every Fri., 7:30 PM, MacArthur Park Lutheran Church, 
2903 Nacogdoches Rd., San Antonio.
SEAGULL STAMP CLUB, LCH # 11, P.O. Box 30574, 
Corpus Christi, TX 78463-0574; meets 2nd Weds., 
7:00 PM, Main Library, 805 Comanche St., Corpus 
Christi.
SOUTH PLAINS STAMP CLUB, LCH #36, P.O. Box 68154, 
Lubbock, TX 79414-8154; meets 4th Tues. (2nd Tues. 
in Nov. and Dec.), 7:30 PM, Municipal Garden & Arts 
Center, 4215 S. University Ave., Lubbock.
TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY, Unit #3, 3916 
Wyldwood Rd., Austin, TX 78739-3005, meets at 
stamp shows in various cities.
TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB, LCH #10, 4113 Paint Rock 
Dr., Austin, TX 78731-1320; meets biannually at 
stamp shows in Dallas and Houston.
TEXOMA STAMP CLUB. CH #64, 411 W. Reiman St., 
Seymour, TX 76380-2439; meets 2nd Thurs. and 
4th Tues., 7:00 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd., 
Wichita Falls.
VICTORIA STAMP CLUB, CH #65, 105 Calle Ricardo., 
Victoria, TX 77904-1203; meets 1st Mon. 7:00 PM, 
First Victoria National Bank, Town and Country Room, 
101 S. Main St., Victoria.
WICHITA FALLS COIN & STAMP CLUB, LCH #5, 411 
W. Reiman St., Seymour, TX 76380-2439; meets 4th 
Thurs., 7:30 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd., 
Wichita Falls.

AUSTIN-TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #16, 3916 Wyld-
wood Rd., Austin, TX, 78739-3005; meets 1st Tues. 
7:30 PM, Lakewood Homeowners Association 
Clubhouse, 7317 Lakewood Dr., Austin; 3rd Tues. 
7:30 PM, South Austin Senior Activities Center, 3911 
Manchaca Rd., Austin.

COLLECTORS CLUB OF DALLAS, L Unit #4, 2206 Sut-
ton Pl., Richardson, TX 75080-2543; membership by 
invitation only.

DALLAS-PARK CITIES PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #40, 
314 Allegheny Trl., Garland, TX 75043-5659; meets 
2nd and 4th Weds., 7:30 PM, Edgemere Retirement 
Center, 8523 Thackery St., Dallas.

EL PASO PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH #7, 2990 Trawood 
Dr. Apt. 11F, El Paso, TX 79936-4233, meets 2nd Tues., 
7:30 PM, Saint Clements Episcopal Church, 810 N. 
Campbell St., El Paso.

FRED C. SAWYER CHAPTER #56 AMERICAN FIRST DAY 
COVER SOCIETY, Unit #6, 201 Willow Creek Cir., Allen, 
TX. Meets monthly (except July and August) at the 
University of Texas-Dallas, Richardson, TX. Call 972-
727-1381 for meetings dates and times.

HEART OF TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #59, 104 Palomino 
Crossing, Waco, Texas 76712-8885; meets 1st Thurs., 
6:30 PM, Hughes-Dillard Alumni Center, Baylor Uni-
versity Campus, S. University Parks Dr., Waco.

HOUSTON PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #22, PMB 237, 
8524 Hwy. 6 N., Houston, TX 77095-2103; meets 1st & 
3rd Mon., 7:30 PM, West University United Methodist 
Church, 3611 University Blvd., Houston.

LAWTON-FORT SILL STAMP CLUB, CH #68, 3 Cedar 
Spring Ct., Wichita Falls, TX 76310-2246. Meets1st 
and 3rd Tues. (1st Tues. only in June, July and August), 
7:30 PM, 1301 N.W. Cherry Ave, Lawton., OK

LYNDON B. JOHNSON SPACE CENTER STAMP CLUB, 
LCH #9, P.O. Box 58247, Houston, TX 77258-8247; 
meets 2nd & 4th Mon., 7:00 PM, Gilruth Recreation 
Center, Johnson Space Center, Gate #5 off Space 
Center Blvd., Clear Lake City.

LONE STAR CHAPTER, Éire Philatelic Association 
International, Unit #32, 14302 Oak Shadow, San 
Antonio, TX 78232-4441; meets 2nd Sat. 2:00 PM, 
members’ homes.

MAGIC VALLEY STAMP CLUB. CH #56, 2014 E. Bowie 
Ave., Harlingen, TX 78550-5164; meets 4th Tues., (ex-
cept June, July, August) 7:00 PM, Camelot Retirement 
Center Headquarters, 1000 Camelot Dr., Harlingen.

MID-CITIES STAMP CLUB. CH #53, P.O. Box 2158, 
Arlington, TX 760042158; meets lst Wed., 7:30 PM, 
Bob Duncan Community Center, 2800 S. Center St., 

Note: Check with chapters for meeting changes and cancellations during holiday periods. 
Recent changes in information are noted in red.

chapter meetings



IF your U.S. Possessions collection is languishing due to too many 
“holes,” you’re sure to find something below that will remedy the 

situation. Send me your want list or wait for my next ad for more listings!
Scott Description Price

CANAL ZONE
2  5¢ Blue, F-VF, cat. value $200.00 .................................................................................$  110.00
3  10¢ Yellow, F-VF, cat. value $250.00 .....................................................................................135.00 
6  5¢ Blue, VF, cat. value $65.00............................................................................................44.00
7  8¢ Violet black, F-VF, cat. value $85.00 .............................................................................45.00 
7  8¢ Violet black, no gum, VF, cat. value $175.00 ................................................................70.00
8  10¢ Pale red brown, no gum, cat. value $150.00 ...............................................................40.00
18  8¢ on 50¢ Bister brown, VF, cat. value $50.00 .....................................................................29.00
20  8¢ on 50¢ Bister brown, sock-on-the-nose target cancel, VF.................................................27.00
21  2¢ Red and black, VF, cat. value $25.00 ............................................................................15.00
28  5¢ Deep blue and black, F-VF, cat. value $12.50 ................................................................6.50
31-35  1¢-10¢ set of 5, F-VF, cat. value $32.45 ..............................................................................17.00
47  2¢ Orange vermilion and black, F-VF, cat. value $100.00  ...................................................55.00
48  5¢ Deep blue and black, heavy cancel, F-VF, cat. value $175.00......................................60.00
54  5¢ Deep blue and black, VF, cat. value $35.00 ....................................................................18.00

CUBA
E1  10¢ on 10¢ Blue, MH, F-VF, cat. value $130.00 ....................................................................75.00

DANISH WEST INDIES
1  3¢ Dark carmine, brown gum, HR, 3½ margins, cat. value $200.00 ...................................110.00
4  4¢ Dull blue, target cancel, F, cat. value $475.00.............................................................220.00  
7b  4¢ Brown and ultramarine, F-VF, cat. value $225.00 .........................................................80.00
11a  12¢ Lilac and deep green, target cancel, F-VF, cat. value $150.00 ...................................75.00
14  1¢ on 7¢ Lilac and orange, HR, VF, cat. value $77.50 .......................................................40.00
15  10¢ on 50¢ Violet, a gem, LH, XF ........................................................................................27.00
17  3¢ Blue and lake, LH, XF, cat. value $12.00 ........................................................................8.00
18  4¢ Bister and dull blue, VF, cat. value $15.50 ......................................................................6.00
20b  10¢ Blue and Brown, period between “t” and “s” of cents, F-VF, cat. value $100.00 .........70.00

GUAM
3  3¢ Purple, HR, F-VF, cat. value $140.00 ............................................................................80.00
7  8¢ Violet brown, VF, cat. value $200.00 .............................................................................95.00
10  15¢ Olive green, F-VF, cat. value $175.00 .........................................................................90.00
11  50¢ Orange, no gum, VF, cat. value $350.00 ...................................................................130.00
M3-4  1¢-2¢ Seal of Guam, issued without gum, VF .....................................................................200.00 
M7a/M7b  2¢ Green “Graud” and “Mial” errors, LH, VF, cat. value $850.00 .....................................675.00

PHILIPPINES
219  50¢ Orange, F-VF, cat. value $37.50 .................................................................................20.00
229  4¢ Brown, LH, VF, cat. value $75.00 ......................................................................................... 43.00
230  5¢ Blue, HR, VF-XF ..................................................................................................................... 17.00
232  8¢ Violet black, HR, VF, cat. value $50.00 ..........................................................................30.00
235  15¢ Olive green, HR, VF-XF ................................................................................................45.00
 Abbreviations: VG = pretty much off center with margins on two sides; F = imperfs have smaller than normal margins and perfo-
rate are off center with design possibly touching in places; F-VF = close on one side with other margins pretty equal; VF = normal 
size margins for the issue and well-centered with design a bit closer to one side; XF = exceptionally well centered for the issue; S 
= perfectly centered; Condition designations for covers relate to overall appearance, not any stamps that might appear thereon. 
OG = original gum; HR = hinge remnant; CTO = canceled-to-order; CDS = circular date stamp; = unused;  = used.

Most items are one of a kind. Please provide alternates!
Minimum order $25. Take a 10% discount on filled orders of $50 or more. I accept checks or money orders only!

Warren H. Crain
P.O. Box 5954

San Antonio, Texas 78201-5954
Phone (210) 344-0303

U.S. POSSESSIONS



NYC Auctioneer licenses: Samuel Foose 0952360; Robert Korver 1096338; Leo Frese 1094963; Michael J. Sadler 1304630; Scott Peterson 
1306933; Harvey Bennett 0924050; Andrea Voss 1320558 •  This auction is subject to a 19.5% buyer’s premium.  

Annual Sales Exceed $700 Million • 450,000+ Registered Online Bidder-Members

3500 Maple Ave, 17th Floor • Dallas, Texas 75219 • 800-872-6467 ext. 1777 • HA.com

Heritage Auctions has long been guided by the philosophy that every item in your 
collection deserves its moment in the sun. We recognize that you lovingly put together 
your holding, stamp by stamp, and now would like to see it sold the very same way.  
That is why Heritage Auctions has been the only major auction house that has promoted 
the Internet Auction as a key component of helping you sell your stamps and covers.  
After we have carefully selected every item that can be sold through our Signature® 
Public Auctions, we then comb through your collections to find the items that still 
should be sold individually.  These individual lots are then placed in our internet auctions 
where they reach thousands of potential buyers for your less expensive stamps.  We are 
committed to lotting your collection into as many single stamp lots as possible and then 
creating small, logical groupings that will maximize your return.

So, when you are ready to consider dispersing your collection, remember the Heritage 
promise, and let us show you what our careful lotting philosophy can do for you.  We are 
currently accepting consignments for our Spring 2010 auctions.

#17, 1851, 12c Black
Price realized: $896
Ha.com/99043-12010

receive a free copy of the next Stamp catalog, or one from another Heritage category. register  
online at Ha.com/TTP16775 or call 866-835-3243 and mention reference #TTP16775. 

Steven Crippe 
Managing Director 
214-409-1777  
or StevenC@HA.com

When You Want to Sell Your Collection at 
Auction, You Want to See Every Stamp  

as a Lot - Heritage Auctions Understands 

RARe StAMp AuCtionS

Harvey Bennett  
Director of philately 
214-409-1156 
HarveyB@HA.com


