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president’s message
Building on the past and moving into the future

By Arthur P. von Reyn
Whenever one assumes office in an organization, a question that immediately comes
to mind is, “can I do as well as my predecessor?” If that individual happens to be Jane
Fohn, then the task seems all the more formidable. Not only did Ms. Fohn serve the Texas
Philatelic Association splendidly for the past four years as president, but her remarkable
20-years of service as The Texas Philatelist editor will be difficult to match. Ms. Fohn says
she remains dedicated as ever to the TPA and will continue to direct the TPA Youth Holiday
Stamp Design Contest, a promise I intend to hold her to!
Turning to the future, my goal as your president over the next two years is quite simple—make membership in the Texas Philatelic Association so rewarding that it becomes an
essential part of your collecting experience. To achieve this, your needs must be addressed
by expanding the programs and services we offer. Conversely, membership must grow for
us to finance increasing and upgrading our offerings.
The first step was taken last fall—a memWelcome APS Members!
ber survey in which approximately 170 of you
participated. The next step was publication of
Beginning with this issue of The Texthe results, which appeared in March/April
as Philatelist, extra copies will be mailed
edition of The Texas Philatelist and on our
out on a bimonthly basis to selected
website www.texasphilatelic.org. Now, the
American Philatelic Society members not
most crucial step is to take action, which is
currently on our membership rolls.
precisely what your board of directors did
We hope these fellow collectors like
when they met at TEXPEX 2006 on April 8.
what they see and will consider joining
Almost half of the member survey dealt
with us to promote philately in our great
with improving the content and appearance of
state!
the Philatelist. Since Norman Cohen, owner
of Adventure Graphics in Dallas, had already agreed to produce the journal at a bargain rate,
it was a no-brainer for the directors to approve the upgrade from a photocopied to a printed
format, and to apply any savings to member recruitment. As for improving content, that’s
something I’ll leave for Doug Moss to discuss in his “Editor’s Notes” column.
The directors also agreed to resurrect the member directory—59% of the survey respondents said they wanted one as a means of communicating with fellow members. To
enhance exchange opportunities, a separate section of the new directory will list member’s
collecting preferences by country and topic. As in the past, participation is on a voluntary
basis—you’ll receive a copy only if you want to be listed therein. Please refer to the form
that accompanies this journal for instructions on how to assure your inclusion.
Also on the directors’ agenda was a proposal to bring back sales books—25% of those
answering a survey question on expanding material acquisition opportunities indicated this
would be of interest. Therefore, the directors approved a resolution authorizing an arrangement whereby members will be able receive and/or submit sales books if certain conditions
can be worked out with the party who would provide the service. Negotiations may or may
not be successful; you will hear more on this issue next time around. I must note the Association did operate a sales department until the end of 1989, but a contemporary report indicated
only 10% of the membership was participating when the operation was shut down.
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The directors did not have sufficient time to discuss auctions, in which 43% of the survey
participants expressed an interest. Consideration of this item, which would involve item
listings in this journal and on the website, was deferred until the next meeting.
Please remember, board of directors meetings are always open to members. We usually
meet on Saturday morning at TEXPEX and at the Greater Houston Stamp Show; exact times
are posted in the journal and on the website. If you want an inside look out how we operate,
please attend one. In any event, I will keep you posted through this column on the progress
made on the initiatives just discussed, as well as any new ones.

TPA RECEIVES TWO MAJOR DONATIONS

Announced during the Association’s meetings at TEXPEX was perhaps the largest
single gift ever to the TPA Foundation, a $500 award from Gordon G. Bleuler of Dallas.
Mr. Bleuler is known for a fabulous collection of Confederate Postal History that was auctioned in late 2001. Among his innumerable postal history pursuits and special collections
is one on the 1893 Columbian Exposition; he has shared this at exhibitions and stamp club
meetings on numerous occasions over the years. A member of the Association since 1949,
he was named Distinguished Philatelic Texan in 2001.
I would be remiss in not mentioning Norman Cohen’s discount printing of The Texas
Philatelist. Mr. Cohen, a long-time member, TPA Foundation trustee and owner of Adventure
Graphics in Dallas, has been concerned for sometime that your journal needed an upgrade
and has promised to print it for the foreseeable future in the glossy paper, colorful format
now in your hands. Mr. Cohen is charging less than what was being paid for the former
black-and-white photocopied version; any other commercial printer would ask at least
four or five times more. This contribution will go a long way towards helping grow your
Association, so why not take a moment to send a note of thanks to Mr. Cohen and perhaps
pass some business his way!

TEXPEX 2006 AND SHOWS AROUND THE STATE
I was pleased to see many familiar faces and a few new ones at TEXPEX 2006. The show
committee did another fantastic job, arranging a nice opening ceremony, a varied selection
of seminars, a wonderful awards dinner and as always, a great cross-section of exhibits and
bourse dealers. Congratulations to show chairperson Tom Koch and all the rest of the crew
for staging an event that is a great setting for the TPA Annual Meeting.
Having chaired a show for more than a dozen years, my only wish is that TEXPEX,
along with other philatelic events around the state, were better attended. Organizing a stamp
show is a real labor of love, involving innumerable hours of preparation before the doors
ever open. The greatest reward for a show committee is a decent turnout.
These days it’s real easy to sit at home in front of a computer screen and buy and sell
material over the Internet. I’ve done it myself. However most of my acquisitions still come
from shows and bourses because the selection of items and interactions with fellow collectors still beats eBay or other Internet sources. When you see it’s almost time for Greater
Houston Stamp Show, the Mid-Cities Stamp Expo, the Kingwood Stamp Show or a TSDA
bourse in your area, make it a point to attend and reacquaint yourself with the unique stamp
show experience!
In Philatelic Friendship,
Arthur P. von Reyn
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1931 - 2006

Fred C. Sawyer, first day cover collector and dealer
Frederick Campbell Sawyer, a friend
to many first day cover collectors around
Texas, passed away at his home April 10,
2006 after a short, courageous battle with
cancer. Throughout the 1990s, he dealt in
first day covers, traveling around Texas
and the country attending stamp shows and
bourses.
Fred
was born
in Chicago, Illinois on
January
26, 1931.
A f t e r
graduating with
a degree
in chemistry from
the University of
FREDERICK CAMPBELL SAWYER
Illinois in
1953, Fred went through Officer Candidate
School and served in the U.S. Navy in the
area of explosive ordnance demolition. After
his active service ended in 1957, he used his
expertise with explosives during a 28-year
career with the DuPont Company, working in
research and development and later, marketing of specialty explosives. Before settling
in Farmers Branch, Texas in 1973, Fred and
his family lived in Maryland, Texas and New
Jersey. Upon his retirement from DuPont
in 1985, he worked for a company that
provided explosive consulting and safety
training services.
In addition to part time stamp dealing,
Fred was very active in the community of
Farmers Branch, volunteering with the city’s
Senior Adult Services in the home repair
department and providing computer training
at the Senior Center. He was appointed to
 The Texas Philatelist may-June 2006

the Zoning Board of Appeals with the City
of Farmers Branch.
He helped establish the North Texas DuPont Retirees Club. As an ordained elder, he
served in many capacities at the First Presbyterian Church of Dallas and the Ridgeview
Presbyterian Church of Farmers Branch.
As a philatelist, Fred formed a significant
collection of Jim Thorpe first day covers. He
also prepared slide programs for the American Philatelic Society on Jim Thorpe and on
gerontology, the latter based on a collection
formed by Herbert Shore of Dallas. After
selling off his first day cover business, he
volunteered to be bourse chairperson for
the TEXPEX shows held from 2001 through
2005. His philatelic pursuits during the time
turned to perfin collecting.
In addition to philately, he was a certified handwriting analyst and question document examiner. An avid bridge player and
golfer, he was a long-time member of the
Brookhaven Country Club, where he served
as president of the Senior Golf Association
and president of the board of governors.
Fred was one of the co-founders of the
North Texas Chapter of the American First
Day Cover Society (AFDCS) and served for
many years as the chapter representative for
the club. In addition to the AFDCS, he also
held memberships in the American Philatelic
Society, the Texas Philatelic Association, the
Texas Stamp Dealers Association, the Perfin
Club and the Collectors Club of Dallas.
He is survived by his wife of 52 years,
Jeanne, Other survivors are his brother Jim;
son Jim and wife Kathy; son Bob and wife
Karen; daughter Nancy Fox and husband
Wade; and four grandchildren.
Memorial donations may be made to
Senior Adult Services, 111 W. Beltline Road,
Suite 110, Carrollton TX 75006 or to North
Dallas Shared Ministries, 2875 Merrell
Road, Dallas TX 75229.

your letters

Comments on The Texas Philatelist reformat
It’s a great move...

An outstanding issue...

Somehow I got in the loop on the e-mail
concerning the The Texas Philatelist, and
would just like to add my two-cents worth
as a member, former board member, and
advertiser.
I have seen the new Philatelist, and it
is wonderful. My congrats to Doug Moss,
Art von Reyn, Norman Cohen, and all who
had a hand in bringing this about. The color
is spectacular, and the good article on the
survey by Art and Jonathan could not be
more timely.
A journal of this caliber will make us
the envy of most all other state societies as
well as specialty groups. I think we all need
to pledge, as I have just done by an e-mail
to Doug, to get a good stream of worthy
articles on the way to Doug so we can take
advantage of this color printing so generously provided by Norman. And we should
all thank Norman for making this quality
of printing possible for the Philatelist at a
discount or “sweetheart” price.
I also think a journal of this caliber will
bring more members into our TPA. I recently
“rented” the APS mailing list of Texas members, and was surprised to find that 1,840
Texans are APS members. The TPA has only
419, according to the January/February Philatelist. I do believe that if we can keep this
quality in The Texas Philatelist in the future,
we’ll get a lot of those folks into our group.
And that will mean more ads, more revenue,
more friendships and contacts, more people
at TEXPEX, etc. In short, I think this is a
great move for the TPA and for organized
philately in Texas.
My compliments again to all of you
who helped bring us such a high quality
publication.

Congratulations to Doug Moss and Art
von Reyn for the new format of The Texas
Philatelist March/April issue. It’s an outstanding issue. And, you did a great job in
“blowing up” the design of the man blocking
his face with his hand on the Trans-Mississippi stamp in my “Crain’s Corner” column.
If you hadn’t done that, it would have taken
a magnifying glass to see the guy!
Using color added much to the appeal of
the issue and I hope this can be continued
for future issues.
Warren Crain

Charlie Deaton

Anyone for Postal History?

A couple of cover philatelists and I are interested in forming a “Postal History Group”
with the object of quarterly meetings, likely
all-day Saturday affairs, to provide an opportunity to share with others of similar
interests through fellowship and presentations what we collect or exhibit. Participation
is open to anyone with an interest in cover
collecting, regardless of areas of interest or
expertise—from “postal historian” to “cover
hoarder.” This is not an elitist endeavor. You
can tell that because I am involved in it.
This will likely be based on the meeting
format of the Texas Prairie Beavers which
includes philatelic book reviews, clothesline
presentations, a couple of featured presentations, trading, and dinner following.
The three of us reside basically between
Oklahoma City and Dallas, and initially
meetings will likely be in this area. If you
have an interest in participating in such a
group, why not reply with your name and
mailing address so I can inform you of our
progress.
Jeff Switt
108 North Smythe
Bowie TX 76230
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editor’s notes
Attending TEXPEX proves very rewarding

By Douglas Moss
I hope everyone who had a chance to attend TEXPEX 2006 found their experience to be
very rewarding. This show is the premier philatelic event in Texas and provides a tremendous
opportunity to meet your fellow TPAers, as I did, and view some outstanding exhibits. Of
course, the opportunity to see a “Jenny Invert” made this year’s event extra special.
The dealers were friendly and took a lot of my money. I have never spent that much at a
show before, so please don’t tell my wife! The next big show in Texas is the Greater Houston
Stamp Show in Humble. The dates are September 15-17, 2006. Please see the “Calendar of
Events” elsewhere in this journal for this and other show and bourse information.
We had a great turn out for the TPA Annual Meeting. Our new president, Arthur von
Reyn, remarked to me that he had not seen such a large turnout in many years. I asked those
in the “crowd” who planned to attend Washington 2006, and a number of hands shot up. I
asked that they act as correspondents for The Texas Philatelist, and they said they would
take pictures and write about their experiences. We should have some reports on the show
for the July-August edition.
I appreciate your feedback on The Texas Philatelist. While the new format of the journal
and the addition of color is a step in the right direction, one of the most frequent comments
in the recent member survey concerned improving the contents. I challenge each member
to submit at least one item for publication during the next five years. That item could be a
in-depth feature article, a letter to the editor, or a short piece about your favorite stamp or
cover. This is your journal; express your thoughts about this great hobby that we all love.
If you plan to illustrate an article and are not particularly adept with computers, it’s best
to send the original item to me. I will mail it back and reimburse your postage. If you are
good with computers, send scans that are 300 dpi in color or gray scale, 600 dpi one-bit
black-and-white. Note that color images of mint U.S. stamps must be 150% or larger, or
75% or smaller, than the original size. JPEGS are fine, as long as they are originals that have
not been resaved after opening. I look forward to seeing your submissions.
Take care and thank you for your support!

HUNT & CO.
WE
Buyers, Sellers and Appraisers
ARE
of Stamps for Collectors
Burnett Road, Suite 314
BUYING! 10711Austin,
Texas 78758
Telephone: (512) 837-9997 or (800) 458-5745
FAX: (512) 837-9904  E-Mail: info@huntstamps.com
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New Texas Philatelic Association officers elected

The results of the election for officers and directors were announced at the 110th Annual
Convention and Meeting of the Texas Philatelic Association, held at TEXPEX 2006 in Dallas
on April 8. There were no contested races, though a few write-in votes were received. The
following individuals were chosen by membership:
President ..................Arthur P. von Reyn
Board of ................... Peter C. Elias
1st Vice President . ...Douglas C. Moss
Directors
Denise Stotts
2nd Vice President....Raymond E. Whyborn		
George I. Woodburn
Secretary...................Carol G. Arndt
TPA Foundation......... R.M. Arndt
Treasurer...................Lyle C. Boardman
Trustees
Jeffrey Switt
Beginning with their installation during the annual meeting at the TEXPEX stamp show,
the officers serve two-year terms and the board and trustee members, four years. Individuals
continuing to perform duties in their four-year staggered terms until 2008 are TPA directors
James Berryhill, R.M. Ardnt and Jay B. Stotts and TPA Foundation trustees Norman Cohen
and Jay B. Stotts.
Past president Jane King Fohn will serve in an ex-officio status on the board of directors.
The Association thanks Arthur W. Zeitler and Patrick J. Ryan, Sr. for their service as TPA
director and TPA Foundation trustee respectively.
The officers and the directors of the TPA and the TPA Foundation gather twice annually,
at TEXPEX and the Greater Houston Stamp Show. All meetings are open to the membership
and notices are printed in The Texas Philatelist.

The Texas Philatelist
Display Advertising Rates

PER INSERTION, FOR CAMERA-READY COPY*

Advertisement Size
Black & White Color (One or More)
Back Cover - 6” x 9”...........................$70.00........................$100.00
Inside Front Cover - 6” x 9”................$40.00..........................$60.00
Inside Back Cover - 6” x 9”.................$40.00..........................$60.00
Inside Full Page - 5” x 7¾”.................$30.00..........................$45.00
Inside Half Page - 5” x 313/16”............$15.00..........................$25.50
Inside One -Third Page 5” x 2½”........$12.50....................not offered
Inside Quarter - Page 5” x 127/32”..........$9.50....................not offered
Mini-Ad - 2.4” x 1.45”............................$4.00....................not offered
* We offer a “six for the price of five” discount for six consecutive insertions
of the same advertisement with no copy changes. We will also be happy to
lay out your copy at a small extra charge. Call (972) 783-0958 or write to
The Texas Philatelist Manager, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 750804830, for further information.
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The pictorial cancels of Texas
By James C. Taylor
Texas “brags” lore is every bit true with
special, pictorial and event cancels. Texas
post offices produce far more cancels than
any other state in a bewildering array of
topics: wildlife, places, events, people, history, humor, even industries like agriculture
and oil. Events include fat stock shows and
rodeos, holidays, high school homecomings,
sports, and sadly, a tragedy...the Columbia
crash. Of the 344 pictorial cancel covers
I produced in 2005, 87 were from Texas,
slightly up from previous years.
Pictorial and event cancels can be an

FIGURE 2 - Burelson Cinco de Mayo

FIGURE 3 - Panna Maria John Paul II

enjoyable, interesting and inexpensive way
to expand your cover collecting activities,
add to topical and first day cover collections and enhance exhibits. It has been my
practice to add my own cachets, another
enjoyable and rewarding activity. Cachets,
of course, are not necessary, as the cancels
themselves are most often large, attractive
and self-explanatory.
The post offices at Houston, San Antonio
and Fort Worth all do cancels for their fat
stock show and rodeos; shown is an example
of the 2004 San Antonio (Figure 1). Burleson
is but one of several post offices recognizing
Cinco de Mayo with a cancel (Figure 2).
Panna Maria, the oldest Polish settlement
in the U.S., does several attractive cancels

FIGURE 1 - 2004 San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo
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annually; a 2003 effort honored the 25th anniversary of the papacy of John Paul II (Figure 3, previous page). The post office at San
Angelo does an annual cancel for “Christmas
at Old Fort Concho,” an example of which
is the one for 2002 (Figure 4). Rounding out
event cancels is a commemorative special
cancel for the Columbia on the first anniversary of the disaster (Figure 5).
Wildlife, and “critters” are one of the
most popular topics. The ubiquitous longhorn is often seen in pictorials like this 4th of
July cancel from Valera (Figure 6). During
2003, 12 different Texas wildlife refuges
were honored by their local post offices; illustrated are two: McFaddin & Texas Point
Refuge at Sabine Pass (Figure 7) and the

FIGURE 8 - Santa Ana National Wildlife

FIGURE 9 - Darrouzett Children’s Contest

FIGURE 10 - Fort Davis Sesquicentennial
FIGURE 4 - Fort Concho Christmas

FIGURE 5 - Hemphill Shuttle Anniversary

FIGURE 11 - Wildorado Post Office

FIGURE 6 - Valera Fourth of July

Santa Ana National Refuge at Alamo (Figures 8). Many others have been the subjects
for cancels: black bass and other fish, the boll
weevil, deer, the javelina and the mythical
jackelope, to name a few.
Places, too, are a common topic. A
2004 cancel from Darrouzett shows their
Children’s 4th of July Poster Contest winner (Figure 9). Fort Davis celebrated its
centennial in October 2004 (Figure 10).
Also in 2004, the Wildorado post office
commemorated its centennial with its own
large and attractive special cancel (Figure
11). Some places have a really good sense of

FIGURE 7 - Sabine Pass National Wildlife
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humor, as witnessed by the sign on a cover
celebrating the 100th anniversary of Knippa
(Figure 12).
People provide a never-ending, always
popular, topic. Science fiction/fantasy writer
Robert E. Howard (aka REH) was honored
by Cross Plains (Figure 13); World War II
hero and movie actor Audie L. Murphy by
Greenville, site of his museum (Figure 14);
Dan Blocker, who played “Hoss” Cartwright

in the long running television show Bonanza, was remembered by his hometown
of O’Donnell (Figure 15); country swing
band leader/singer/songwriter Bob Wills by
Turkey, (Figure 16); and lastly, champion
rodeo clown Quail Dobbs of the Coahoma
Kindergarten Rodeo by Coahoma (Figure
17, next page).
Cancels that can be cacheted with a
humorous note have long been a personal

FIGURE 15 - O’Donnell Dan Blocker Station
FIGURE 12 - Knippa Centennial Celebration

FIGURE 13 - Robert E. Howard

FIGURE 16 - Bob Wills Day Celebration

FIGURE 14 - Audie Murphy, World War II hero and actor from Greenville
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FIGURE 18 - Aransas Pass Shimporee with cachet added long after cancellation was obtained.

favorite; they seldom need any explanation
beyond a picture. Occasionally, at a stamp
show, I will find an uncacheted pictorial
cancel cover with great potential for adding
a humorous cachet. This 1988 Shrimporee
event cancel from Aransas Pass had the cachet added in 2003 (Figure 18). Whitesboro
recognized its annual Peanut Festival with
this 2002 cancel (Figure 19); Wichita Falls
poked fun at life there in July and August
(Figure 20); Kermit used the Kermit stamps
from the 2005 Muppets issue for a humorous
play on the town’s name (Figure 21); Miami
called attention to its annual National Cow
Calling Championship (Figure 22, next
page).
Identical, similar or related pictorial
cancels often crop up on a regional, multistate or national basis with countless topics.
Major historical commemorations generally
trigger these. The Wright Brothers 100th anniversary of flight celebration produced 64
cancels between late 2002 with the finale in
December 2003, from North Carolina and
Ohio. Lewis and Clark cancels started appearing in late 2003 and keep coming, with
the final ones due in September of this year;
165 cancels with this theme had shown up

FIGURE 17 - Kindergarten Rodeo

FIGURE 19 - Whitesboro Peanut Festival

FIGURE 20 - Wichita Falls Hotter ‘n Hell

FIGURE 21 - Kermit the Frog Station

The Texas Philatelist May-June 2006 11

FIGURE 22 - Miami National Cowcalling Championship

at the time of this writing.
A sampling of available cancels is illustrated in Linn’s Stamp News on a weekly
basis. Many of these are taken from the
biweekly USPS Postal Bulletin, which lists
and illustrates virtually all special and pictorial cancels. The Bulletin is available on a
subscription basis, but can be viewed for free
on the Internet at www.usps.com/cpim/ftp/
bulletin/pb.htm. If you forget this, a link is
available from the “resources” page of the
TPA web site www.texasphilatelic.org. In
the event the Bulletin does not pop up auto-

12 The Texas Philatelist may-June 2006

matically on your computer, you will need
to install the free Adobe PDF Reader, available at www.adobe.com. Cancels should be
ordered within 60-days of the event date.
Take a look at special, event and pictorial
cancels as the means of expanding the size
and scope of the areas in which you specialize. It is a fun, rewarding and inexpensive
cousin to first day and topical covers.
(Editor’s Note: Jim Taylor, 200 N. Washington Street #101, Havre de Grace MD
21078 operates Junction Cachets. He can be
reached at lonegoat@comcast.net.)

texas connection

Ship of Fools author honored with new stamp
By Arthur P. von Reyn
allie Russell Porter, known by her pen
name, Katherine Anne Porter receives a
postal tribute May 15 on the 22nd stamp in
the Literary Arts series. The Texas native is
most famous for her only full-length novel,
Ship of Fools, set in 1931 aboard a freighter/
passenger ship returning to Germany from
Mexico with a microcosm of down-and-out
characters.
The book took two decades to complete
and appeared in 1962; an all-star movie
based on the novel was released three years
later, but lost out to The Sound of Music for
the Academy Awards’ “Best Picture.”
Born in Indian Creek, Texas on May 15,
1890, she was one of five children. After her
mother died in 1892, the children were cared
for by her grandmother in Kyle, Texas.
Porter was first married in 1906 to John
Henry Koontz of Inez, Texas. The union was
the first of four; they divorced in 1915.
In 1918, she began a journalism career,
joining the Rocky Mountain News in Denver. The next year she moved to New York,
working between there and Mexico City
as a journalist, film company publicist and
ghostwriter of the book My Chinese Marriage, published in 1921. She wrote three
children’s stories for the magazine Everyland and also articles about Mexico during
her visits south of the border. During the

C

The background of the Katherine Anne Porter
stamp pays tribute to her best-known novel,
Ship of Fools, a 1962 best seller.

mid-1930s, she lived in Berlin, Basel, and
Paris on a Guggenheim fellowship. In 1939,
her book of three short stories, Pale Horse,
Pale Rider won national acclaim. Many of
her short stores written thereafter reflected
her Texas roots.
Despite never having completed a
secondary education, Porter occasionally
taught literature and writing at a number of
universities beginning in the 1940s.
Porter won both the National Book
Award and the Pulitzer Prize for fiction in
1966 for The Collected Stories of Katherine
Anne Porter, which was published in 1965.
She died in 1980 in College Park, Maryland
and was buried beside her mother at the Indian Creek Cemetery in Indian Creek.
Her childhood home in Kyle is now a museum and home for writers-in-residence.
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Patrick J. Ryan, Sr.- Distinguished Philatelic Texan

T

he 2006 Distinguished Philatelic Texan
honor was presented to Patrick J. Ryan,
Sr. at the TEXPEX awards banquet held
April 8th in Dallas. This is the highest
award that the Texas Philatelic Association
can present to a member. It recognizes TPA
members who have made outstanding contributions to philately.
Distinguished Philatelic Texans must
be TPA members in good standing. They
are required to qualify for the award in two
of the following categories: service to TPA,
contributions to the science of philately,
service to organized philately, contributions
to Texas postal history, service for philatelic
exhibitions, and recognition by other philatelic organizations.
Patrick Ryan began collecting stamps
worldwide at the age of seven. His next
door neighbor, a first-day cover collector,
had a foreign stamp collection that he found
fascinating.
By the time Pat became a teenager he
had started to specialize in United States
and, unlike his contemporaries, continued
collecting throughout high school and college years. His first venture into organized
philately occurred in 1970 when he joined
the American Philatelic Society. Later, in
1975, when his interest shifted to Ireland, he
joined the Éire Philatelic Association (ÉPA).
However, Pat had never taken an active role
in any of these organizations until the time he
wrote to the president of the ÉPA and asked
him for a job. He was appointed to the Audit
Committee and tasked to audit the financial
records of the organization due to a change
in treasurers.
In 1985 and 1986, Pat was active in
forming the Lone Star Chapter of the ÉPA
in Texas. This chapter meets in San Antonio
each month to this day.
In 1988 he joined the San Antonio Philatelic Association (SAPA). He held the position of treasurer for three years and assisted
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in obtaining its non-profit status.
Pat worked on the Texas Philatelic
Association’s TEXPEX ‘91 and ‘96 shows,
that were held in San Antonio, performing
administrative tasks that included the majority of the correspondence. He held the
position of co-chairman of the 1996 show,
one that set the APS record for the largest
number of frames exhibited at a World Series
of Philately show at that time—421.
In 1997 Pat was elected to serve as first
vice president of the TPA. He has been a
member since 1988. During his term of
office he was asked to take over the organization’s Slide Program. He investigated
various ways of improving this program to
no avail. The board finally decided that it
would be in the best interest of the TPA to
discontinue the program altogether. Accordingly, Pat suggested that it be transferred to
the APS in order to make these programs
available to more collectors. Upon board
approval he effected the transfer. He also
served TPA as auction chairman and mem-

bership chairman.
Pat is currently a life member of TPA,
APS, SAPA, and ÉPA. He holds membership in the APS Writer’s Unit #30 and the
Austin-Texas Stamp Club.
In 1985 he was appointed editor of The
Revealer, the quarterly journal of the ÉPA;
three years later received the John J. Clark
Award for exceptional service to the ÉPA. In
1997 he was awarded the Vincent A. Linnell
Award for the best article of the year, “Irish
Maritime Covers,” which appeared in The
Revealer that year. In 2000, he was selected
to receive The Thomas Edwin Field Memorial Award for his contributions to Irish
Philately—the highest award the ÉPA can
bestow on a member.
Pat has written articles for The Texas Philatelist. He won the 2001 Forcheimer Phila-

telic Literature Award for the best original
article published in the Philatelist that year.
He has exhibited a variety of Irish materials in both Houston and Austin, achieving
a silver medal. He has also exhibited The
Revealer in many literature competitions
both nationally and internationally with the
highest award being a vermeil medal.
Patrick Ryan joins 29 other Distinguished Philatelic Texans; the first one
was selected in 1974. Living Distinguished
Philatelic Texans are Edwin F. Christman,
Jr.; Warren H. Crain; Nonie Green; Lee C.
Scamp; William K. McDaniel; James W.
Bowman; Rex H. Stever. Also, Jane King
Fohn, Romaine Flanagin, Jay Stotts, Barbara Stever, Gordon Bleuler, Lyle Boardman, Robert J. Joyce, Denise Stotts, and
Charles Deaton.

More donations to TPA archives are received
There have been some donations to the Texas Philatelic Association Archives. Nonie
Green of San Angelo donated some documents and publications. Morgan Williams of San
Antonio gave us some memorabilia. Jim Logan of San Antonio passed along a November
20, 1909 copy of Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News.
All donations to the TPA Archives are welcomed. The archives are permanently housed
in the Wineburgh Philatelic Research Library at the University of Texas at Dallas in Richardson, Texas.
No item of philatelic interest is too small. Donations may be sent to: Jane Fohn, 10325
Little Sugar Creek, Converse, TX 78109-2409. Mrs. Fohn may be contacted by e-mail at
janekfohn@sbcglobal.net.

U.S. & Foreign Stamps & Covers
• Hawaii Specialized
• Pioneer Flights Worldwide
• Rocket Mail
• Specialized “SCADTA” Stamps & Covers
• Zeppelin Covers of the World

• U.S. & U.S. Possessions
• Tonga Tin Can Mail
• Patriotics
• U.S. First Days
• Worldwide Souvenir Sheets

MUCH MORE, PLEASE ASK

Warren H. Crain

P.O. Box 5954 • San Antonio, TX 78201 • (210) 344-0303
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Deaton publishes Fifty Years of Texas Philately
Charles Deaton, the author of the series
“Fifty Years of Texas Philately” that ran in
a serial format over the past three years in
The Texas Philatelist, has updated his work,
added some new material and published it
in book form.
The well-illustrated book covers Mr.
Deaton’s recollections both as a collector
and dealer. There are photos of his colleagues and a new chapter not published in
the Philatelist.
At the TEXPEX 2006 show held recently
in Dallas, he was giving the book away
free to his customers. Mr. Deaton has also
extended this gratis offer to new members
who join the Texas Philatelic Association
and to existing members willing to pay to
cost of postage and handling.
Mr. Deaton has made available a supply
of his books to the TPA Secretary, who will
send a copy to each new member. Current
members may receive the book by sending
a $2 donation (cash or stamps) to cover the
postage and handling costs to: Carol Arndt,
TPA Secretary, P.O. Box 60292, Midland,
Texas 79711.
The TPA thanks Mr. Deaton for his generous support of the organization.

16 The Texas Philatelist may-June 2006

While supplies last, Charles Deaton’s new
book Fifty Years of Texas Philately is being
made available to members of the TPA in
good standing for the $2 cost of postage
and handling and free to those who join the
organization. The basis for the book is a series
of articles that ran in The Texas Philatelist in
serial form over the past three years.

Donations received for Stamp Design Contest
Nonie Green of San Angelo, Morgan
Williams of San Antonio and the San Antonio Philatelic Association have made
recent donations for the Texas Philatelic
Association’s Youth Holiday Stamp Design
Contest. All donations for the children are
very much appreciated.
Testimonials from some of last year’s
entrants are the following:
“I received the wonderful stuff. Thank
you.” Luke Guillen (grand prize winner);
“Thank you for all the prizes!” Haley
Grable;
“Thank you for sending me all of this
good stuff.” Laura Rodriguez;
“I really enjoyed the Contest and I love
the stamps I received.” Matthew McKernan;
“Thank you very much and keep up the
good work your doing.” Adrian Garza.

Janet Collmer of Franklin Springs, New
York has had her group take part in the contest for seven years. She always hands out the

prizes at lunchtime, letting the whole school
know about the children’s work.
Please consider sending donations for
the TPA’s youth when you are working with
your collections. We are especially short of
United States and foreign stamps for packets.
Each year we give a box of stamps, covers,
literature, and supplies to the first-place winners; large packets of these materials to the
others who place; and a glassine packet of
stamps to each entrant.
Material may be sent to Jane Fohn,
10325 Little Sugar Creek, Converse, TX
78109-2409. Information is available by email from janekfohn@sbcglobal.net.

Let the new Classified
Emporium work for you!
Place your ad today!

STAMP COLLECTIONS WANTED
I am always interested in buying collections of United States
and Foreign Stamps, Covers, Old Letters, Cards, etc. For
larger collections, I will come to your place. I can offer you
many years of experience as a professional stamp dealer in Texas
(see my series of articles on “Fifty Years of Texas Philatelic
Remembrances” currently running in The Texas Philatelist ).
You will find that I treat both you
and your stamps with the respect and
courtesy you deserve.

Charles Deaton
P.O. Box 340550
Austin, TX 78734
Phone (512) 608-9976

FROM JUNE-OCTOBER
Contact me on Cape Cod:
P.O. Box 2836
Orleans, MA 02653
Phone (508) 240-2683
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Norma Nichols Reed, City of Farmers
Branch Director of Economic Development,
Charles Shreve, of Shreve Philatelic Galleries, Inc., and Dallas postmaster J. Erik
Martinez join TEXPEX chairman Tom Koch
and show volunteer Vince King for the
ribbon cutting ceremony.

Ch
wi
un
La

T
From the left, Charles Snee of
Linn’s Stamp News, TEXPEX
chairperson Tom Koch, and show
volunteer Vince King.

Jay Stotts, Denise Stotts and Arthur von Reyn at
the TPA Foundation trustee breakfast.

Arthur vo
Boardma
Philatelic

Robert Benner, right, receives
the Texas Stamp Dealers Association’s Most Popular Exhibit
Award from Warren Crain.

Norman Cohen, left, with Dena de la Garza of the
USPS and Dallas postmaster J. Erik Martinez.
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harles Shreve examines a rare stamp
ith, from left, Robert Benner, an
nidentified collector, William McDaniel,
arry Sall and Vince King .

TEXPEX 2006
Photo Gallery

A collector checks out the
$2.5 million “Inverted Jenny”
block display.

on Reyn, left, presents Lyle
an with the Forcheimer
c Literature Award.

A busy Youth Fun Center, operated by volunteers from the Dallas-Park Cities
Philatelic Society.
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“Inverted Jenny” gave TEXPEX a touch of class
By Tom Koch
ith a $2.5 million “Inverted Jenny” block on
display, TEXPEX 2006 had a
touch of class and lured a few
visitors who aren’t in the habit
of attending stamp exhibitions.
Specifically designated as the
“siderographer block” of Scott
#C3a, this and other examples of
the 1918 U.S, airmail 24-cent inverted error are seldom seen outside of the American Philatelic
Society’s annual Stampshow
and occasional international
level exhibitions.
In addition to the “Inverted
Jenny,” visitors had plenty of Robert Benner presents TPA member Dwayne Littauer with
high caliber exhibits to view at the TEXPEX Grand 2006 Award for the exhibit Pre-UPU Rates
the World Series of Philately Between the U.S. and the German States.
event, held April 7-9 in Dallas. Of the 25 ant Plain, Ohio; Jay Stotts of Houston, Texas;
entrants in the open competition, nine re- David McNamee of Alamo, California; and
ceived gold medals from the APS jury panel. Ron Strawser of Houston, Texas.
The TEXPEX theme, the 110th anniverThere were also nine single-frame exhibits,
sary of the Texas Philatelic Association, was
of which three won vermeil medals.
Dwayne Littauer took home the Grand observed with a cachet plus a special cancel
Award with his exhibit, Pre-UPU Rates from the U.S. Postal Service for each day of
Between the U.S. and the German States. It the show. A special display of vintage Texas
will compete for the Champion of Champi- Philatelic Association meeting memorabilia
ons award at this year’s Stampshow, sched- and old journals, organized by Jane King
uled for August 24-27 in Chicago, Illinois. Fohn, drew considerable interest among
Mr. Littauer was also winner of the TPA visitors.
A cachet and a handstamp were also
President’s Award for best exhibit by a TPA
made available for the second day of issue
member and several other awards.
The Reserve Grand Award winner was of the new Benjamin Franklin 300th comStephen S. Washburne for his 200+ Years memorative block. In conjunction with that
of Madeira Postal History.
offering, Robert Benner showed A Tribute
In the single-frame competition, the top to Ben Franklin for the 300th Anniversary
honors went to Alfred F. Kugel for Scan- of His Birth, which won the TSDA Most
dinavian Volunteers in Finland During the Popular Exhibit award.
Winter War. A complete list of exhibit award
During the TPA annual meeting, the rewinners follows the end of this article.
cent election results were announced, with
Judges for the show were Ann M. Triggle Arthur P. von Reyn of Dallas becoming
of Clarence, New York; Janet Klug of Pleas- president and Douglas C. Moss of Rich-

W
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Group Photograph of Distinguished Philatelic Texans. Front Row: Denise Stotts, Nonie Green,
Barbara Stever, Jane King Fohn, Lyle Boardman. Back Row: Charles Deaton, Jim Stever, William
McDaniel, Warren Crain, Jay Stotts and Patrick Ryan, Sr. (2006).

ardson assuming the first vice-presidency.
All the other leadership remains the same,
except for Peter C. Elias of Plano and Jeffrey
Switt of Montague, who were respectively
elected to the board of directors and the TPA
Foundation board of trustees.
The well-attended awards dinner provided a venue for recognizing the accomplishments of several TPA members. Patrick
J. Ryan, Sr. was named the recipient of the
2006 Distinguished Philatelic Texan Award
(please see the article beginning on page 14).
The Forcheimer Philatelic Literature Award,
for best article appearing the preceding
year’s The Texas Philatelist, went to Lyle
Boardman for his “A Stamp Extravaganza”
in the January-February 2005 issue.
Charles Shreve, of Shreve Philatelic
Galleries, Inc., presented a seminar “How
to Buy and Swap Inverted Jenny Blocks,”
recounting his role in helping William H.
Gross assemble one of the finest collections
in the world, and the famous November
2005 trade of the Jenny Invert plate number
block to Mystic Stamp Co. for one of only
two rare U.S. Z-grill stamps for Gross. Tricia
Richmond, Denise Stotts and Robert Benner

also hosted seminars.
The Youth Fun Center, operated by the
Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society, once
again had crowds of young people, especially on Saturday.
The two multicolored show cachets are
available for $1 each and a 39-cent self-addressed, stamped envelope from: TEXPEX
Cachet, P.O. Box 835491, Richardson TX
75083-5491. Indicate the desired cachets and
dates; make checks payable to TEXPEX.
TEXPEX 2007 is slated for April 13-15
at the same location, the Doubletree Hotel
near the Galleria (Midway Road at Lyndon
B. Johnson Freeway) and will host the annual meeting of the United States Stamp Society. Sponsored by the Southwest Philatelic
Foundation and the Texas Philatelic Association, the show needs additional volunteers to
boost it to a higher level. Anyone interested
in serving is welcome to contact Tom Koch
via email: tkoch@utdallas.edu or telephone
(972) 883-4951.
(Editor’s Note: Tom Koch is the TEXPEX
show chairperson and public relations coordinator for the libraries at the University
of Texas at Dallas)
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TEXPEX 2006 PALMARES
MULTI-FRAME DIVISION
GRAND AWARD
Dwayne Littauer - Pre-UPU Rates
Between the U.S. and the German States
Gold Medal
Texas Philatelic Association President’s Award
United States Classics Society Medal
Postal History Society Medal
RESERVE GRAND AWARD
Stephen S. Washburne - 200+ Years
of Madeira Postal History
Gold Medal
GOLD MEDALS
Brady Hunt - The U.S. Postal Card Issue of 1875
Cryer Memorial Cup for Best Exhibit of 19th Century U.S.
Port Lavaca Philatelic Society Award
United States Stamp Society Statue of Freedom Award
APS Medal of Excellence for pre-1900 material
UPSS Marcus White Award
Larry Ballantyne - U.S. Private
Inter-City Posts
American Philatelic Congress Award
for Excellence of Written Text
Philippe Orsetti - Japanese Occupation
of Hong Kong (1941-1945)
APS Medal of Excellence for 1940-1980 material
Dr. Tommy Sim - The Philippine
1947 Pictorial Definitives
The International Philippines Philatelic Society—
Eugene Garret Award
Hideo R. Yokota - The U.S. Airmail
Special Delivery Issues of 1934-1936
APS Medal of Excellence for 1900-1940 material

George Cosentini - United States Armed Forces in
World War II
William Bradshaw - Documentary Usage
of the 1898 Revenues
SILVER MEDAL
Dale Lilljedahl - Themes of Texas
SILVER-BRONZE MEDALS
Stanley Christmas - World Wildlife Fund Stamps
AAPE Award of Excellence for Presentation
Robert Benner- A Tribute to Ben Franklin for the
300th Anniversary of his Birth
Texas Stamp Dealers Association Most Popular
Exhibit Award
Peter Elias - 4 Rings—The History of Audi
BRONZE MEDALS
Bill Belury - U.S. at War—World War II
John Barrett - Switzerland Pro Juventute

SINGLE-FRAME DIVISION
GRAND AWARD
Alfred F. Kugel - Scandinavia Volunteers in
Finland during the Winter War
Vermeil Medal
VERMEIL MEDALS
Kent Wilson - Netherlands
Diverse Voorstellingen 1923
AAPE Award of Excellence for Presentation
Aaron Li - Imperial China—
Red Revenue 4-Cent Stamps of 1897—
A Study of the Plating

Dr. Tommy Sim - Philippine Officials—
The 1906-07 Provisional Period
American Philatelic Society Research Medal

SILVER MEDALS
John Barrett - Switzerland, 1854-62:
The Silk Threads
Award for Best Swiss Exhibit

Jeff Switt - U.S. Special Delivery Mail—
A Rate Evolution

Kent Wilson - Netherlands
Jubilieumzegels (1913)

Alfred A. Kugel - The Expansion of Italy Following
World War I

Ray Cartier - Western Air Letter,
its Short Life and Hard Times

Dale Lilljedahl - France’s Olympic Philately of 1924

Dick Phelps - The Postage Due
Stamps of the Netherlands

VERMEIL MEDALS
Dick Phelps - Cancels and Date Stamps
of Curaçao and the Netherlands Antilles,
1873-1968

BRONZE MEDALS
William B. Hughes - Mythological
Designs in Classic Air Post Stamps

Nonie Green - Savannah Georgia Postal History

John Barrett - Karl Bickel,
Swiss Designer/Engraver

Dick Phelps - Netherlands Cancels and Postal
Markings, 1850-1940
Gerald Menge - General Government:
Regularly Printed Definitive Issues of 1940-1944
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CERTIFICATE OF PARTICIPATION
Peter Elias - My Life on Wheels
AAPE Creativity Award

Two first day events slated in Texas during May
With first day of issue ceremonies a rarity in Texas, collectors in the state are being
treated to two scheduled for May.
The Katherine
Anne Porter stamp,
which is the subject
KATHERINE PORTER
stamp to be issued May of the “Texas Con15 in Kyle, Texas.
nection” article on
page 13 of this journal, debuts on May 15
in Kyle, Texas, the Pulitzer prize-winning
author’s childhood home. The event gets underway at 10:00 a.m. at the Katherine Anne
Porter Literary Center, 508 Center Street. No
other details were available.
Both Arlington, Texas and Washington,
DC are hosting an official first day of issue
ceremony for the Amber Alert stamp, to be
released nationwide on May 25.
The Arlington ceremony will be held at
10:00 a.m. in the council chambers of City

Hall, 300 Abram St. Details as to participants
in the ceremony were still being arranged as
this journal was being completed.
Although the stamp is designated as a
“national first day” by the U.S. Postal Service, meaning it will be sale on May 25 at all
post offices, only Arlington and Washington,
DC are allowed to use
the words “First Day
of Issue” in their cancellation devices.
The Amber Alert
stamp was the subALERT stamp
ject of last month’s AMBER
due out May 25 in Wash“Texas Connection” ington and Arlington.
column.
This is the second time Arlington has
hosted a first day of issue, The last one
was the 10-cent Retarded Children Can be
Helped stamp of 1974, which was promoted
by a charity then headquartered there.

Professionals Serving
The Philatelic
Community of Texas
For Information Contact:
GEORGE KUBAL
P.O. BOX 1196
HEWITT TX 76643-1196
(817) 666-7755
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calendar of events
Texas Philatelic Association chapters are urged to consult this calendar to avoid
conflicts when scheduling events. For a listing, contact Douglas Moss editor, The
Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830. Listings may
also be submitted on the Internet at www.texasphilatelic.org. Unless otherwise
noted, admission and parking are free at all shows and bourses listed. Specific
details are not provided for repeating events beyond the first insertion. Visit www.
texasphilatelic.org for updated information.
MAY 6-7
2006

TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR
Bourse at the Ramada Plaza Hotel, 7611 Katy Frwy., Houston, Texas.
Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

MAY 15
2006

KATHERINE ANNE PORTER STAMP FIRST DAY OF ISSUE
First day of issue ceremony at 10:00 a.m. at the Katherine Anne Porter
Literacy Center, 508 Center St., Kyle, Texas.

MAY 25
2006

AMBER ALERT STAMP FIRST DAY OF ISSUE
First day of issue ceremony at 10:00 a.m. in the council chambers at the
Arlington City Hall, 300 Abram St., Arlington, Texas.

MAY 27-28
2006

WACO COIN AND STAMP SHOW
Coin and Stamp bourse at the Waco Convention Center, 100 Washington
Ave., Waco, Texas. Hours: Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sunday 9:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m.

MAY 27JUN. 3, 2006

WASHINGTON 2006
See back cover of this edition of The Texas Philatelist for details.

JUN. 10-11
2006

TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR
Bourse at the Marquis (formerly Wellesley) Inn, 2635 N.E. Loop 410
(Exit 25B at Perrin-Beitel Rd.), San Antonio, Texas. Hours: Saturday 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

JUN. 17-18
2006

TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR
Bourse at the Clarion Park Central Hotel, 8102 Lyndon B. Johnson Frwy.
(I-635 at Coit Rd. exit), Dallas, Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

JUL. 8-9
2006

KINGWOOD STAMP SHOW
Exhibition and bourse of the Kingwood Stamp Club, Magnolia Complex,
2725 Wilson Rd. (south of Will Clayton Pkwy. on left side), Humble,
Texas. Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

JUL. 29-30
2006

ARK-LA-TEX COIN, STAMP & CARD EXPOSITION
Coin, stamp and postcard exhibition of the Red River Stamp Society
and Shreveport Coin Club at the Bossier Civic Center, 620 Benton Rd.,
Bossier City, Louisiana. Bourse, dealers, club exhibits, chance board,
cachet, cancel and USPS substation. Hours: Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Sunday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
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AUG. 19-20
2006

TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR
See Jun. 10-11 listing for details.

AUG. 24-27
2006

STAMPSHOW 2006
Exhibition and bourse sponsored by the American Philatelic Society
at the Donald G. Stephens Convention Center, 5555 North River Rd.,
Rosemont, Illinois. Features grand award winning exhibits from APS
accredited national shows, society meetings, seminars, auction. Hours:
Thursday-Saturday: 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.; Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

SEP. 15-17
2006

GREATER HOUSTON STAMP SHOW 2006
Annual exhibition and bourse of the Houston Philatelic Society at the
Humble Convention Center, 8233 Will Clayton Pkwy (exit U.S. Hwy. 59
at Will Clayton Pkwy. and go east), Humble, Texas. Features exhibits, 33dealer bourse, beginners’ booth, Sam Houston Philatelics auction, USPS
substation, cacheted cover and show cancellation. Hours: Friday-Saturday
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

SEP. 23-24
2006

TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR
See Jun. 17-18 listing for details.

OCT. 28-29
2006

TSDA HOUSTON STAMP FAIR
See May 6-7 listing for details.

NOV. 3-5
2006

OKPEX 2006
Annual exhibition and bourse of the Oklahoma City Stamp Club at the
Lincoln Hotel and Conference Center, 4340 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma. Show features APS World Series of Philately exhibits,
dealer bourse, cacheted cover and show cancellation. Hours: Friday 11
a.m. to 6 p.m; Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m; Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

NOV. 11-12
2006

MID-CITIES STAMP EXPO
19th annual exhibition and bourse of the Mid-Cities Stamp Club at the
Grapevine Convention Center, 1209 South Main St., Grapevine, Texas.
Hours: Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

NOV. 18-19
2006

TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP FAIR
See Jun. 10-11 listing for details.

DEC. 2-3
2006

TSDA DALLAS STAMP FAIR
See June 17-18 listing for details.

APR. 13-15
2007

TEXPEX 2007
The 111th annual exhibition and convention of the Texas Philatelic
Association at the Doubletree Dallas Hotel Near the Galleria, 4099 Valley
View Ln. (I-635 at Midway exit), Dallas, Texas.

JUN. 15-17
2007

NATIONAL TOPICAL STAMP SHOW
58th Annual exhibition and convention of the American Topical Association
at the Sheraton Grand Hotel - DFW Airport, 4440 W. John W. Carpenter
Frwy. (State Highway 114 at Esters Blvd. exit), Irving, Texas. Hours: not
yet available.
The Texas Philatelist May-June 2006 25

Face on Mars investors only saw red ink
By Arthur P. von Reyn
nvesting in collectibles has seldom paved
the road to financial freedom, but that fact
hasn’t kept promoters from attempting to
convince a gullible public otherwise. Sports
memorabilia, dolls, medallions, figurines,
baseball cards, coins, stamps—you name
it—have all been touted at one time or another as just the thing to assure that dream
home would be built on Miami Beach or on
the Riviera.
FIGURE 1 - The stamp contained in the 1990
Without a doubt, the most brazen stamp Sierra Leone Face on Mars souvenir sheet even
promoter in recent memory was Alan Shawn replicated the speckles that NASA said were bit
errors emphasized by enlarging the image.
Feinstein. Now a self-described philanthropist and humanitarian, Feinstein heralded the vestments beginning in the mid-1970s;
infamous Face on Mars souvenir sheet from his earliest philatelic endeavor was selling
Sierra Leone (front cover and Figure 1) as U.S. plate blocks at a “discount” to the high
an investment that was destined to zoom to prices quoted in the H.E. Harris catalogue.
$10,000 or more in value.
He usually advertised in newspapers and
The Face on Mars is the name given to a magazines, targeting the “average Joe”
geological feature that appeared in a photo- whose philatelic experience was limited to
graph taken of the Cydonia area of the Red buying a booklet of flag stamps at the post
Planet during the 1976 Viking mission (Fig- office in order to pay some bills.
ure 2). Due to shadows and the picture’s low
Feinstein reached an entirely new
resolution, the formation resembled the head level of audacity with the Face on Mars
of an Egyptian Pharaoh.
souvenir sheet promoScientists quickly contion. The sheet is part
cluded the Face was just
of a set “Saluting the
another Martian mesa,
Coming Exploration of
but conspiracy theorists
Mars,” a reference to
speculated it was a onevarious space missions
mile wide sculpture of a
planned for the decade
human face created by
of the 1990s, includan alien race. Supermaring the Mars Pathfinder
ket tabloids of the time
that successfully landed
2 - When this image from the
had a field day, claiming FIGURE
on
July 4, 1997. NumViking 1 mission was released in 1976,
that similar alien struc- NASA described it as showing “eroded bered 1167-71A in the
tures had been found in mesa-like landforms. The huge rock Scott Standard Postage
Antarctica and on other formation in the center, which resembles a Stamp Catalogue, the
human head, is formed by shadows giving
planets.
the illusion of eyes, nose and mouth. set originally consisted
From his base in The feature is 1.5 kilometers (one mile) of the Face on Mars
Cranston, Rhode Island, across.... The speckled appearance of the souvenir sheet and four
image is due to bit errors, emphasized by
Feinstein promoted vari- enlargement of the photo.” (Malin Space nine-stamp se-tenant
ous collectibles as in- Science Systems/NASA photo)
sheetlets, all issued on

I
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FIGURE 3- Four sheetlets of nine stamps accompanied the Face on Mars souvenir sheet when
the Saluting the Coming Exploration of Mars set was issued by Sierra Leone on January 15, 1990.
Very few were sold in Sierra Leone; most were destined for the philatelic trade and wound up in
the hands of promoter Michael Shawn Feinstein. A second souvenir sheet was added to the set
at the end of 1990; a similar one was issued by Grenada in the summer of 1991.

January 15, 1990 (Figure 3). A second
souvenir sheet depicting a space station appeared at the end of the year and is usually
not found in the earlier sets sold by Feinstein.
Because the first souvenir sheet was the
focus of Feinstein’s promotion, the issue is
commonly known as the Face on Mars set.
Soon thereafter, advertisements began
to appear in general interest publications
written in a frantic, “buy now or be too late”
bravado. This quote, from one of Feinstein’s
promotional pieces, made its way into the
“Editor’s Choice” column written by Michael Laurence for the April 30, 1990 edition
of Linn’s Stamp News:
“The souvenir sheet in this set is destined
to be bombshell! You see, that entire sheet is
focused on just one subject — THAT FACE
ON MARS. It is the first time any government
postage stamp has ever been issued recognizing that Face!

“Do you realize what the value of this set
could be as the Mars photographic journey
nears? Even if that Face turns out to be just a
quirk of nature, this set is a landmark in postal
history — the first postal recognition of our
exploration of Mars, and of something that
has captured the public interest for years.
“Meanwhile, if that Face should turn
out to be created by intelligent life, THIS
STAMP SET COULD BECOME ONE OF
THE MOST VALUABLE COLLECTOR
ITEMS IN THE WORLD.”

To further validate the claim that aliens

ON THIS MONTH’S COVER

The background on the front cover of
The Texas Philatelist is a Viking 1 image
of the Cydonia region of Mars with the
Face on Mars shown abutting the upper
right edge of the souvenir sheet. (Malin
Space Science Systems/NASA photo)
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created the “Face,” Feinstein enlisted the
aid of Richard C. Hoagland, a self-taught
pseudo-scientist who had written the1987
book The Monuments of Mars: A City on
the Edge of Forever. This tome aggrandized
the public’s fascination by pitching the farfetched idea that a Martian civilization had
built a city in the vicinity of the “Face,”
perhaps 500,000 years earlier.
In the October 1990 issue of Feinstein’s
Wealthmaker Quarterly Report, Feinstein

FIGURE 4 - This advertisement appeared in
the February 11, 1991 edition of Linn’s Stamp
News as a marketing gimmick; Feinstein
probably didn’t expect much response from
the publication’s readers.
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“interviewed” Hoagland, asking why the
Face of Mars set was soon going to be worth
$10,000 or more. Hoagland replied, “That’s
what I believe. I know basically nothing
about stamps. But I know a great deal about
the specific subject of the Sierra Leone stamp
set. On the basis of my research, that’s what
I think that set is going to be worth.”
The Face on Mars set was printed by the
House of Questa in England and marketed
in the U.S. by the Inter-Governmental Philatelic Corporation, an agency headquartered
in New York City that currently lists on its
Internet website 80 nations for which it
designs, produces, promotes and distributes
stamps.
A considerable number of the typical
philatelic agency clients are impoverished
postal administrations seeking to maximize
philatelic revenue. The usual deal for agencies is to provide a limited number of stamps,
maybe as little as 1% or 2% of the total
printed, for sale in post offices. This legitimizes the issues they distribute and assures
listings in stamp catalogues. The balance
remains with the agencies for sale to stamp
dealers at face value. The agencies and postal
administrations share in the income from the
sales to dealers while dealers typically add a
20% to 30% retail markup.
What differentiated Feinstein’s Face on
Mars promotion from the process just described was his purchase of all or almost all
the sets available, slapping on an abnormally
high markup, marketing to non-collectors
through direct mail, and then implying lucky
investors would reap huge profits. The sets
were initially offered at $100, a markup of
at least 150% over a face value of less than
$40. By the end of 1990, the price was up to
$135, exemplifying the typical Feinstein tactic of charging ever higher prices to suggest
increasing demand. Despite critical pieces
written in Linn’s Stamp News by editor Michael Laurence, Feinstein placed occasional
buy and sell display advertisements (Figure
4) in the publication, more so as a marketing

gambit rather than to generate any transactions with actual stamp collectors.
How many of the Face on Mars sets
did Feinstein foist on the gullible public?
A spokesperson for the Inter-Governmental
Philatelic Agency said the original print
quantity was 3,000 but was not able to confirm whether there was reprint. The appearance of a second souvenir sheet in December
1990 suggests there was indeed a reprint as
some sets include it. Also, the frequency
with which the sets now appear on Internet
auction web sites indicates the quantity must
have been substantially larger.
Feinstein trumpeted the Face on Mars
set for at least three or four years, promising
“exciting appreciation in the days ahead,” according to a letter that was sent with fulfilled
orders (Figure 5). As the 1990s progressed,
owners attempted to collect their windfalls,
placing ads in newspaper classifieds, philatelic publications and on Internet websites;
asking prices often ran into the thousands
of dollars per set. There were few, if any,

takers at those levels. Sets that sold on the
philatelic market usually topped out close
to an approximate $100 value quoted in the
Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue
during the mid-1990s.
In September of 1997 the Mars Global
Surveyor began circling the Red Planet with
an objective of mapping the entire surface at
much higher resolution than was previously
possible. In the wee hours of the morning on
April 5, 1998 an image of the Face on Mars
feature was acquired and sent on to Earth.
The photo released on the Internet the next
day revealed the Face on Mars to be…a rock
formation (Figure 6).
Investors began unloading their damaged goods and still do so today. On the
eBay Internet auction site in early April of
2006, a charity “Friends in Need” was offering nine Face on Mars sets at a $50 “buy
it now” price plus $4 shipping. No doubt
the charity took them off the hands of an
unlucky investor or heir in exchange for a tax
deduction. Three other sellers were asking

FIGURE 5 - Feinstein was still promoting the Face on Mars in late 1992, as evidenced by the
postmark on this cover. The recipient purchased three sets, adding to three acquired a year earlier.
The purchase price marked on the back of the envelope was $486.80 less a $25.00 credit.
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FIGURE6 - Shown
are three photos
of the Face on
Mars. The first is
the original image
from the Viking
1 mission that
spurred public
speculation on the
existence of a giant
monument built by
aliens. The 1998
image (obscured
somewhat by
wispy clouds) and
2001 image, both
from the Mars
Global Surveyor,
put to rest conjectures about
extraterrestrial
activity for all but
a few diehards.
(Malin Space
Science Systems/
NASA photo).

anywhere from $19.85 to $55; the cheapest
had 42 sets to unload. Over on Amazon.com
auctions, numerous sets were available from
one seller at a “take it price” of $19.98 plus
$2.95 shipping and handling.
Although investors in the Face on Mars
sets and other Feinstein “get rich quick”
schemes fared poorly, the Rhode Island
promoter did exceedingly well. So well, in
fact, that just a year after the Face on Mars
sales began, the Feinstein Foundation was
established. According to its website, the
foundation is “dedicated to philanthropic
endeavors focusing on the alleviation of
hunger, the importance of community service in education and the values of caring,
compassion and brotherhood.”
Feinstein continued to peddle various
collectibles (Figure 7) into the mid-1990s,
but by then he was telling purchasers to
make their checks out to his foundation as
a “donation” with the caveat that no tax
deduction could be taken because of the
value received.
Since then, Feinstein has claimed to
have given millions to his foundation, which
30 The Texas Philatelist may-June 2006

in turn has showered mainly Rhode Island
institutions with millions, particularly if
they named something after him. Now in
his mid-70s, Feinstein is very well thought
of throughout his home state.
Those who fell prey to Feinstein’s Face
on Mars pitch probably have a different
view, with their closest encounter with the
Red Planet being the red ink in their bank
accounts. A reader quote in the January 16,
1995 “The Insider” column by Les Winick
in Linn’s Stamp News fairly well sums up
the saga—Alan Shawn Feinstein “may be
the modern version of Robin Hood.”

FIGURE 7 - Feinstein’s Face on Mars promotion
was so sucessful that he marketed similarly
themed coins, ascribed to war-torn Liberia,
in the late 1990s. This $50 version commonly
goes for $10 to $20 on Internet auction sites.

chapters in action
Dallas-Park Cities Philatelic Society: The March 8 program was presented by Paul
Rozewicz. He shared his collection of Minnesota Diversified Industries (MDI) booklets
and unfolded booklet panes. MDI was a supplier to the USPS of booklets distributed in
self-service machines. MDI employees took groups of stamps from commemorative panes,
folded them in a booklet format, and inserted them into blue cardboard holders. Paul stated
there were many collectable varieties. The DPCPS had many volunteers working the youth
table at TEXPEX 2006 held in Dallas in April. George and Deborah Kempston, and all of
crew were thanked for their efforts. The April 12 meeting featured Rick Houghland giving
a talk about “Tips, Tools and Techniques.”
Houston Philatelic Society: The club is making plans to host the Greater Houston Stamp
Show, September 15-17, 2006, at the Humble Civic Center & Arena in Humble. The deadline
for applying to be part of the competitive exhibits at the show is August 1. The special oneframe competition this year is centered around the color “yellow.” For more information,
write to Greater Houston Stamp Show, P.O. Box 690042, Houston, TX 77269-0042, e-mail
jctopper@yahoo.com, or visit the HPS website http://www.houstonphilatelic.org/.
Heart of Texas Stamp Club: At the April 6 meeting, Hubert Hanke presented the program
“Naval Covers,” noting that post offices were first placed on board U.S. naval vessels in
1907 when President Theodore Roosevelt sent the “Great White Fleet” around the world.
He said there are currently 600 “Big Ships” and that it is possible for collectors to send
stamped, cacheted covers to any of them for postmarks. Lois Haynes, Hubert Hanke, Brad
Schultz, James Fabbre and John Jones brought show-and-tell items. James Berryhill won the
evening’s raffle prize. It was announced that 31 dealers had signed up for the Waco Coin and
Stamp show to be held May 27-28, but there was no word on the number of stamp dealers.
John Jones was scheduled to speak on “Postal Currency” at the May 4 club meeting.
Mid-Cities Stamp Club: Jim Higgins, the club president, resigned effective March 2, 2006.
Pursuant to the club by-laws, Dick Phelps succeeded Higgins. Susan Baker has assumed the
responsibilities of first-vice president while Peter Elias replaced her on the board of directors. The theme for November’s 2006 Stamp Expo will relate to the Amber Alert stamp to
be issued by the USPS on May 25.
Seagull Stamp Club: The Seagull Stamp Club has resumed monthly meetings, gathering
on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at the Main Library in Corpus Christi. Refer to the
“Chapter Meetings” listing on the inside-back cover of this journal for further information.
It is great to see this Life Chapter of the Texas Philatelic Association active once again!
Texas Precancel Club: The fall meeting has been scheduled for October 13-14 in Fort
Worth, at the Country Inn and Suites by Carlson, 2200 Mercado Drive. Reservations can
be made by calling (817) 831-9200 and requesting the club rate. Lunch will be provided to
attendees arriving before 10 a.m. on Saturday.
FOR UPDATED INFORMATION ON SHOWS AND BOURSES VISIT:

www.texasphilatelic.org
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crain’s corner
Devastation didn’t bother collectors in Philippines
By Warren Crain
ust a few months after the conclusion of
World War II with Japan, and as a member
of the Army, I was walking along a street in
Manila on my way back to my ship anchored
in Manila Bay.
Those of
you old enough
will recall that
when Gen.
McArthur recaptured the
Philippines,
Manila was
practically destroyed because
of the bombings and doorto-door fighting which took
WARREN CRAIN
place. Practically every building in the downtown section
was either destroyed or damaged.
I was passing a partially destroyed building when I observed five or six Filipinos sitting around a table and it appeared they were
looking at stamps. My curiosity aroused, I
approached and told them I was a collector.
They were almost cordial, spoke very good
English, and informed me they were having a little auction and that I was welcome
to bid. I purchased several inexpensive lots
of Philippine stamps and had a most enjoyable time.

J

Who would have thought that in a city
that had just recently suffered such devastation and chaos, collectors would get together
in a damaged building with only a partial
roof and conduct a stamp auction! We’re
fanatics, aren’t we!
Collecting U.S. Narcotic Stamps
Being a practicing pharmacist, I’ve
enjoyed collecting U.S. Narcotic revenue
stamps over the years. When a supply of
narcotics arrived at the pharmacy, I would
soak the stamps from the bottles before they
were opened. The stamps were affixed across
the top of the bottle in such a way they would
be torn when the bottle was opened. I’ll
never forget the time I inverted a bottle in a
beaker of water to obtain a stamp that was
applied to its container with very stubborn
gum. I forgot about it for several hours and
when I remembered, the water had entered
the bottle and saturated the tablets, thus ruining merchandise that had cost $20.00! And I
did not get the stamp off either!
(Editor’s Note: This classic “Crain’s Corner”
was reprinted from The Texas Philatelist, January-February 1982 Volume 30, Number 1. Watch
for more in coming issues.)

1963 NARCOTICS STAMP, SCOTT RJA105

United States — Proofs & Essays
General Foreign

Pugh Cachets

John T. Pearson

Individually Handpainted FDC’s
for every new issue of the USPS

Fine Postage Stamps for Collectors
(210) 656-3135
PO Box 33312
San Antonio, TX 78265-3312
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PO Box 8789
The Woodlands, TX 77387-8789
(281) 362-0430

membership report
NEW MEMBERS
4675

Tamplin, Chuck - Keller, TX

4676

Westerhaus, John J. - Dallas, TX

NEW LIFE MEMBERS
L-109

Meyers, James D.

REINSTATED
4358

Rodgers, Samuel

4507

Sapp, Walter W.

4527

Hooper, Edward A.

4543

McCulley, Robert

DECEASED
4236

Sawyer, Frederick C.

4482

Gray, Harlen E.

SUSTAINING MEMBERS
4241

Relyea, Spencer C.

U-32

Éire Philatelic Association Lone Star Chapter

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY
March-April, 2006

Membership, February 15, 2006 . ........ 416
New Members....................................... +2
Reinstated................................................ +4
Deceased.................................................. -2
Dropped for non-payment of dues.........-33
Membership, April 16, 2006................. 387
Life Chapters........................................... 10
Life Members.......................................... 54
Regular Chapters/Units........................... 17
Regular Members.................................. 306
Total Members...................................... 387

JOIN US!

DROPPED FOR
NON-PAYMENT OF DUES
3778

Dowlin, Robert O.

3926

Deters, Boyd J.

4037

Lowe, George E.

4041

Kraft, Keith W.

4071

Strain, Micheal L.

4285

Foster, Katherin H.

4290

Wimpy, Jr., Johnny R.

4298

Bradley, Dr. Russell

4478

Hedges, Richard A.

4546

Coberly, Virgil R.

4549

Salmonsen, Barry C.

4557

Jacobsen, Trey

4568

Purcell, Brian S.

4580

Baehr, Goerge W.

4595

Breaux, Calice “Cal”

4599

Brenish, John

4600

Armstrong, Doyle

4608

Fine, Harmon K.

4611

Towery, Charles D.

4612

Hollis, Jr., L.B.

4618

Magyar, Stephen V.

4619

Miller, William F.

4622

Russell, Rick M.

4627

Vaughan, John. K.

4630

Lino, David L.

4637

Munoz, Jose Luis

4638

Jones, James H.

4640

Hoffman, Wayne L.

4650

Partegas, Bob

4652

Wickberg, Michael B.

4654

Mangiameli, Julie A.

4658

Green, Fred

4671

Janer, Joe R.

Membership fees and dues are pro-rata based on the quarter an application
is received: $12 for January-March; $9 for April-June; $6 for JulySeptember; $13 for October-December (includes next full year).
Membership applications are available on the TPA website www.texasphilatelic.org or by writing
to: Lyle Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin TX 78739-3005.
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TPA FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Unaudited)
Texas Philatelic Association, Inc.
Balance Sheet:
Cash & Bank Accounts
Bulk Mail Deposit
Total
Income Statement:
Income:
Membership Dues
Philatelist Advertising
Interest Income
Total Income
Expenses: Board Expense
Bulk Mail Permit Fee
Directory Expense
Editor’s Expenses
Member Retention
New Member Recruiting
Prepare Texas Philatelist
Secretary Expense
Texas Philatelist Postage
Treasurer Expense
Total Expenses:
Net Income/(Loss):

12/31/2004
$18,571.22
113.24

12/31/2005
$18,406.99
132.80

$18,684.46

$18,539.79

2004
$4,784.00
792.20
198.68

2005
$4,264.00
352.90
254.55

$5,774.88

$4,871.45

228.98
300.00
102.84
0.00
10.05
869.81
3,459.92
283.45
703.84
2.10

108.72
0.00
0.00
98.23
40.00
0.00
3,964.51
81.19
711.52
11.95

$5,960.99

$5,016.12

($186.11)

($144.67)

Texas PhilatelicAssociation Foundation, Inc.
Balance Sheet:
Cash & Bank Accounts
Income Statement:
Income:
Donations
Interest Income
Dividend Income
Total Income:
Expenses: Support for TEXPEX
Donations
Awards
TEXPEX Awards
Website Rental
TPA Xmas Cover Contest
Treasurer Expenses
Total Expenses:
Net Income/(Loss):
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12/31/2004
$18,465.05

12/31/2005
$18,699.23

2004
$1,347.95
212.62
150.03

2005
$1,579.40
279.48
254.01

$1,710.60

$2,112.89

$1,000.00
500.00
50.00
167.50
90.63
0.00
0.00

$1,000.00
500.00
50.00
69.50
115.40
123.81
20.00

$1,808.13

$1,878.71

($97.53)

$234.18

USPS proposes “forever” stamp” in rate hike request
Taking a cue from a number of foreign
countries, the U.S. Postal Service has proposed what it calls a “forever” stamp as part
of its request for a 42-cent basic letter rate
in spring 2007.
The special “forever” stamp’ would be
good for any future single-piece first-class
letter mailing, no matter how prices might
change beyond 2007. The idea was suggested by U.S. Postal Rate Commission member
Ruth Goldway, which means the proposal is
more likely to be approved. The commission
usually spends about 10 months considering
changes in rates and structure.
Other rate changes would include a
three-cent hike in the post card rate, to 27cents, but a four-cent drop in the additional
ounce first-class rate, to 20-cents. Express
Mail would go from $14.40 to $16.25.
The Postal Service blamed its need for

In 1989 Great Britain began issuing stamps that
were valid as full payment for first- and secondclass service regardless of future rates.

more money on soaring fuel and health costs
and noted the 2006 rate hike was solely due
to a law that required it to put $3.1 billion in
an escrow account. The mail agency expects
to lose $2 billion this year.
A chart with more details on past, current
and proposed rates is available at the TPA
website, www.texasphilatelic.org.

Corrections, Clarifications to the March / April Philatelist
The lengthy conversion process to the new
journal format for our March-April edition
reduced the time available for proof reading,
hence an abnormal number of errors resulted.
Here are the significant ones:
The “Chapters Meetings” feature on the
inside back cover was imported from a journal more than year old, resulting in outdated
information on several clubs.
The “2004” term expiration dates for
several directors in the “Board of Directors”
listing on page one were copied from an old
journal and not updated.
Jane King Fohn’s middle and last name
were reversed in the “President’s Message”
column on page two.
The two membership totals in the “Membership Summary” on page 23 should have
been “416.”
In the “Members have plenty to say in
survey” article, the Figure 3 table reflected
raw numbers rather than percentages. The
corrected version follows:

Figure 3—Texas Philatelist
Quality of Feature Articles
Category

Excellent

Average

Poor

Content

63%

35%

2%

Grammar

61%

36%

3%

Illustrations

34%

59%

7%

A duplicate row inserted in the Figure 10
table made the total greater than 100 percent.
It should have appeared like this:
Figure 10—Material Acquisition
Proposal

Percent

Auctions (on-line or in TPA
journal

43%

Sales books

25%

Trading exchanges

18%

Contact with other members

14%
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Classified Emporium
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS in The Texas Philatelist are accepted on the basis of 10¢
per word (minimum 10 words) with name, address, telephone/FAX number and e-mail address
FREE. Please PRINT or TYPE your ad copy, state the number of times you desire it to run,
determine the total cost, make the check payable to the “Texas Philatelic Association,” and send
to The Texas Philatelist, 305 Saint Lukes Dr., Richardson, TX 75080-4830.

20 EXHIBIT FRAMES, 15-page style. Details from
James Berryhill, phone (254) 752-9810 or e-mail
James_Berryhill@baylor.edu.
HAVING TROUBLE finding newer used and those
elusive common stamps? Free lists. Darrell L. George,
19410 Cantrell Rd., Little Rock AR 72223-4422. Visit
me on eBay at dlgstamps. (4)
ALBANIA, Fifty different, attractive, colorful Albanian
stamps, $9. One hundred different, only $16. 200
different $52. Postpaid. Satisfaction guaranteed, 10day return privilege! Balkan Philatelics, P.O. Box 696,
Fritch TX, 79036-0696. (8)
LAST CALL for collection of thousands of mint and
used stamps—U.S. and General—what is your offer?
C.C. Brown, 5602 Delwood Dr., Austin TX 78723 or
phone (512) 928-0831.

USA SHANGHAI OVERPRINTS. Must be lightly
cancelled, exceptionally well centered, and without
flaws. Martin Shelton. Phone (512) 864-7700. (2).

DONATIONS NEEDED: Beginner’s Booth for
Greater Houston Stamp Show. Need stamps, covers,
catalogues and albums! All donations acknowledged in
writing. Houston Philatelic Society Show Committee,
c/o Jonathan Topper, PMB 237, 8524 Highway 6 N.,
Houston TX 77095 or e-mail jctopper@yahoo.com.
WANT TO SELL your stamps on eBay? I can help.
Almost 3000 positive feedbacks with 100% satisfaction.
E-mail me at mccul@ktc.com. Robert McCulley,
Kerrville TX, (830) 257-2097.

TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY offers two
meetings a year in Dallas and Houston. Contact Lyle
Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood Rd., Austin TX 78739-3005.
GENERAL COLLECTORS, CLUB OFFICERS:
Get O.P.S. Sales Circuits. US/worldwide selections,
postage rebates, profit sharing. Details from Sales
Manager: Gil Weisser, P.O. Box 2179, Muskogee
OK 74402, phone (918) 683-6897, e-mail gweisser@
intellex.com.

USED SINGLES from U.S. “Nature of America”
series beginning with “Long Leaf Pine Forest.” Harold
Patterson, 2808 W. 11th St., Irving TX 75060.
US SCOTT #210’s on cover. Norman A. Cohen, P.O.
Box 29543, Dallas TX 75229.
CANCELED U.S. 7¢ RATE POST CARDS used
September through December 1975, especially used
Charles Thomson reply cards. Write to Arthur P. von
Reyn, 10512 Countess Dr., Dallas TX 75229-5103
or visit my web page at <www.texasphilatelic.org/
postcards.htm> for a price list.
OLD AUTO/AIRLINE stock certificates. E. Hooper,
phone (972) 226-3566.
DON’T LAUGH! I collect straight edge U.S. stamps
used preferably, 1890 through 1939. Postage revenue
all positions, colors, varieties as designated Universal
Postal Union. MNH 3000+, used 180,000 hinged never
mint. Sam Rodgers, 4823 Fredericksburg Rd., San
Antonio TX 78229, e-mail erdogers1@satx.rr.com.
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Buy-Sell
Stamps
Coins
Silver

Castle Stamp & Coin
PO Box 0096
Hewitt, TX 66643
George Kubal (254) 666-7755

www.cunninghamphilatelics.com
(214) 546-1179
FAX (972) 527-7235

Cunningham Philatelics
Philatelic Consultants

Elusive Items
Stamps and Covers

Collections
Appraisals

THOMAS L CUNNINGHAM PO BOX 134179
APS 082424, TSDA DALLAS, TX 75313-4179

chapter meetings

Note: Check with chapters for meeting changes and cancellations during holiday periods.
AUSTIN-TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #16, 10101
Hillside North, Austin TX, 78736-7612; meets 1st Tues.
7:30 PM, Howson Branch Library, 2500 Exposition
Blvd., Austin; 3rd Tues. 7:30 PM, South Austin Senior
Activities Center, 3911 Manchaca Rd., Austin.

NORTH TEXAS CHAPTER #56 AMERICAN FIRST
DAY COVER SOCIETY, Unit #6, 201 Willow Creek
Circle. Allen TX. Meets monthly (except July and
August) at the University of Texas-Dallas, Richardson,
TX. Call 972-727-1381 for meetings dates and times.

BLUEBONNET PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH#8;
1821 Thurman, Kerrville TX 78028-2536; meets 1st
Thurs., 7:00 PM, Dietert Senior Center, 617 Jefferson
St., Kerrville.

NORTH TEXAS CHAPTER, China Stamp Society, Unit
#5, 14937 Lacehaven Dr., Dallas TX 75248; meets last
Sun., 1:00 PM, Oriental Lite Cafe, 14925 Midway Rd.,
Ste. 102, Dallas.

COLLECTORS CLUB OF DALLAS, L Unit #4, 2206
Sutton Pl., Richardson TX 75080-2543; membership
by invitation only.

OKLAHOMA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. CH #61, P.O.
Box 700334, Tulsa OK 74170-0334

CROATIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY, Unit #2, P.O.
Box 696, Fritch TX 79036-0696.
DALLAS-PARK CITIES PHILATELIC SOCIETY,
CH #40, 314 Allegheny Trl., Garland TX 75043-5659;
meets 2nd and 4th Weds., 7:30 PM, Northway Christian
Church, 7202 W. Northwest Hwy, Dallas.
EL PASO PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH #7, 2990
Trawood Dr. Apt. 11F, El Paso TX 79936-4233, meets
2nd Tues., 7:30 PM, Saint Clements Episcopal Church,
810 N. Campbell St., El Paso.
HEART OF TEXAS STAMP CLUB, CH #59, 1700
Plum Cir., Waco TX 76706-1629; meets lst Thurs., 7:00
PM, Wiethorn Visitor’s Center, S. University Parks Dr.
across from Baylor University Marina, Waco.
HOUSTON PHILATELIC SOCIETY, CH #22, PMB
237, 8524 Hwy. 6 N., Houston TX 77095-2103; meets
1st & 3rd Mon., 7:30 PM, Recreation Center, Central
Presbyterian Church, 3788 Richmond Ave., Houston.
LYNDON B. JOHNSON SPACE CENTER STAMP
CLUB, LCH #9, P.O. Box 58247, Houston TX
77258-8247; meets 2nd & 4th Mon., 7:00 PM, Gilruth
Recreation Center, Johnson Space Center, Gate #5 off
Space Center Blvd., Clear Lake City.
LONE STAR CHAPTER, Éire Philatelic Association
International, Unit #32, 14302 Oak Shadow, San
Antonio TX 78232-4441; meets 2nd Sat. 2:00 PM,
member’s homes.
MAGIC VALLEY STAMP CLUB. CH #56, 2014 E.
Bowie Ave., Harlingen TX 78550-5164; meets 4th
Tues., (except June, July, August) 7:00 PM, Camelot
Retirement Center Headquarters, 1000 Camelot Dr.,
Harlingen.
MID-CITIES STAMP CLUB. CH #53, P.O. Box 2158,
Arlington TX 76006-2158; meets lst Wed., 7:30 PM,
Bob Duncan Community Center, 2800 S. Center St.,
Arlington; 3rd Wed., 7:30 PM, Irving Center for the
Arts, 2000 W. Airport Frwy., Irving; 4th Tues., 7:00
PM, Studio at Tarleton State Langdon Center, 308
Pearl St., Granbury.
NACOGDOCHES STAMP CLUB, CH #31, P.O. Box
630247, Nacogdoches TX 77963-0247; meets 2nd
Thurs., 7:00 PM, Westminster Presbyterian Church,
903 North St., Nacogdoches.

PANTHER CITY PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LCH #1,
820 Rockledge Dr., Saginaw TX 76179-2034; chapter
is not currently meeting.
PARIS STAMP CLUB. CH #67, P.O. Box 181, Paris TX
75461; meets 3rd Mon., 7:00 PM, Calvary Methodist
Church, 3105 Lamar Ave., Paris.
PRAIRIE BEAVER REGIONAL GROUP, British North
American Philatelic Society Ltd., Unit #1, 501 Fairview
Ave., College Station TX 77840-2933.
RED RIVER STAMP SOCIETY, CH #58, P.O. Box
3352, Shreveport LA 71133-3352; meets 1st Wed.,
7:30 PM, Aulds South Bossier Branch Library, 3950
Wayne Ave., Bossier City.
SAN ANTONIO PHILATELIC ASSN., LCH #3, 514
Santa Monica, San Antonio TX 78212-1838; meets
every Fri., 7:30 PM, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 514
Santa Monica, San Antonio.
SEAGULL STAMP CLUB, LCH # 11, P.O. Box 30574,
Corpus Christi TX 78463-0574; meets 3rd Weds.,
7:00 PM, Main Library, 805 Comanche St., Corpus
Christi.
SOUTH PLAINS STAMP CLUB, CH #36, P.O. Box
68154, Lubbock TX 79414-8154; meets 4th Tues. (2nd
Tues. in Nov. and Dec.), 7:30 PM, Municipal Garden &
Arts Center, 4215 S. University Ave, Lubbock.
TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY, Unit #3, 3916
Wyldwood Rd., Austin TX 78739-3005.
TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB, LCH #10, 4113 Paint
Rock Dr., Austin TX 78731-1320; meets biannually
in various cities.
TEXOMA STAMP CLUB. CH #64, 411 W. Reiman
St., Seymour TX 76380-2439; meets 2nd Thurs. and
4th Tues., 7:00 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd.,
Wichita Falls.
TWIN LAKES COIN AND STAMP CLUB, CH #66,
906 Nola Ruth Blvd., Harker Heights TX 76548-1540;
meets last Tues., 6:30 PM, Harker Heights Library, 901
S. Ann Blvd., Harker Heights.
WICHITA FALLS COIN & STAMP CLUB, LCH #5,
411 W. Reiman St., Seymour TX 76380-2439; meets
4th Thurs., 7:30 PM, Merrill Gardens, 5100 Kell Blvd.,
Wichita Falls.

