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Above - The Soviet nuclear reactor satellite Kosmos 954 circa 1977.
It crashed in Canada on Jan. 24, 1978
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ON THE COVER

Soviet nuclear satellite Kosmos

954 that caused great alarm when

it crashed in Canada in 1978.

Lucy Cain, far left, explains
stamp collecting to Boy Scouts
and moms at Houston Philatelic
Society’s table during the recent
Annual Scout Fair held inside
Minute Maid Park. See page 27.
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President’s Message
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L
et me start off with a reminder that the

next state stamp show, the Greater Hous-

ton Stamp Show, is scheduled before the

next Philatelist comes out – Sept. 15-17. The

show announcement can be found on page 13 in

this journal. Come on down!

Also in this Philatelist is a request for mem-

ber input about services which the TPA could and

should provide to its members. Discussions are in

progress about improving our society, and your

thoughts would be very valuable to these discus-

sions. See page 5 and please share your interests.

Some more random stamp notes and news:

1) Linn’s posted the five “Stamp Category” questions asked on

“Jeopardy” in May. Here’s the article – see how many you can answer

correctly:

http://www.linns.com/news/us-stamps-postal-history/2017/may/stamps-category-on-

jeopardy.html

2) In 2002, the standard postage rates within the country for the

United States, Canada, Australia, Great Britain, and France were 34¢,

48¢, 45¢, 27 pence, and 46 centimes, respectively.  By 2015, those

postage rates for those same countries were 49¢, 85¢, 70¢, 63p, and 68

centimes, respectively.

3) In March, Algonquin books published The One-Cent Magenta: In-
side the Quest to Own the Most Valuable Stamp in the World by James

Barron, described as “an inside look at the obsessive, secretive, and often

bizarre world of high-profile stamp collecting, told through the journey

of the world’s most sought-after stamp.” Check it out at your local or on-

line book store.

4) The third “Inverted Jenny” stamp recovered from the block stolen

more than 60 years ago, and eventually willed to the American Philatelic

Society, was auctioned off in May, totalling $295,000 (including the 18

per cent buyer’s premium) for the society. One more is unaccounted for.

John Germann
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President’s Message (Continued)

5) On June 20 the USPS is-

sued one stamp to commemorate

the total eclipse that will occur on

August 21. You can momentarily

convert it into a second stamp,

however; by touching the ther-

mochromic ink you can transform

the “blackout” image into an

image of a full moon fully lit.

6) The oldest known letter

ever mailed from Florida was just

auctioned off. It was posted in

1767 and it travelled from San Au-

gustine to Norfolk, Virginia, by

ship via Philadelphia. The bottom

line price was $24,780.

7) On May 17, the Czech Re-

public issued a souvenir sheet

commemorating 75th anniversary

of an assassination – that of the

Above – The oldest known letter
mailed from Florida was posted in 1767
and just realized an auction price of
$24,780

Above – These USPS moon eclipse stamps feature thermochromic ink.
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Nazi “Butcher of Prague” Reinhard

Heydrich who, after organizing the

Kristallnacht pogrom that initiated

the Holocaust in Germany, was sent

to Prague to subdue Czech resistance

and Germanize the “Czech vermin,”

as he referred to them. The sheet

shows the plane from which the as-

sassins parachuted and the weapons

they used to dispatch Heydrich.

Have a grandphilatelic summer –

John (jghist@comcast.net)
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TPA MEMBER POLL
(Important)

At TEXPEX in late February, all three of the TPA-

related meetings centered attention on the society’s

previously mentioned “crossroads” situation. During those

discussions a suggestion was made, and heartily endorsed,

to ask the TPA members exactly what they would like the

Texas Philatelic Association to do for them. This input

would be of great value to us as we consider the course to

plot the society’s future. To that end, below are two simple

but important questions. Please give them some thought

and send those thoughts to me by email or regular mail at:

jghist@comcast.net,

or at 12102 Whittington Drive, Houston TX  77077-4911

1) What do you consider to be
the most important thing(s) that
the TPA provides you now?

2) What else could the TPA
provide that would enhance your
enjoyment of our hobby?

Please make your responses within two weeks of receiving

this journal. Thanks very much, John Germann, President.
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SOVIET NUCLEAR CRASHES

IN THE AMERICAS

A
round 11 p.m. on Wednesday Mar. 25, 1988, I was loading some

items in my trunk as we left my brother’s home for our home 45

miles distant. My daughter called out in a very concerned voice,

“Dad.  Dad.  Wh-what’s that? “ as she pointed out to the sky a little

above the horizon.  

I peered around he trunk door and looked in the direction she was

pointing. A large yellow- and red-ball with a long, but broken tail was

slowly moving across the sky and drifting downward.  Behind and below

it were two smaller lit pieces that had broken off and were now falling

lower in the sky. “Don’t worry,” I assured her.  “It’s a pretty big satellite

burning up as it’s entering the earth’s atmosphere.”

About then my eldest son and my wife came out of the house and I

told them all, “Right now, take a very close look at the size, the number

of pieces and the colors of what you’re seeing at this moment.  Really

concentrate because I want to have Jon (our other son) draw this from

our memories.”  As I said this another piece broke away and was flying

on the same level, but below the main piece of burning hardware.

During our drive home we listened to reports of a plane crashing at

Figure 1 - Progress 35 Re-Entry Cover

By Ray E. Cartier
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Carswell AFB, at Dallas-Ft. Worth Airport, or at Love Field, dependent

on where the viewers were located. One man even declared that it was a

commercial 727 jet passenger plane and that he saw people in the win-

dows.  But by the time we got home, NORAD had advised radio net-

works that it was the Soviet Progress 35 cargo resupply vehicle that had

been released from the MIR space station with a load of trash and station

discards (Figure 1). They described it as being as large as a school bus.

At home we all agreed on the pencil sketch I made and the colors that

I had written in for each of the five pieces we had seen. I took 10 covers

to the Fort Worth Post Office where a Mar. 26, 1988, machine cancel was

applied. Later my son took a wet brush and painted a swab of black

across the covers and then feathered it all around with a dry brush. When

it dried he painted in the reds and yellows that we all agreed were an ac-

curate visual description of what we had witnessed.

The reason that I had been so sure of my statement was that this was

not the first re-entry I had been fortunate enough to witness.  I had previ-

ously seen the demise of Sputnik 3 during its re-entry in the wee hours of

Apr. 6, 1960, while taking my brothers to watch a marathon of six sci-

ence fiction movies at a drive-in theater. That ball of flame was a brilliant

white and about one-quarter the size of the moon. Sputnik 3 had been

launched on May 15, 1958, and was possibly the first satellite to disinte-

grate in view of humans. This incident helped lead to my hobby of As-

trophilately and made me aware of the re-entries of satellites.  

It was at a TEXPEX show back around 1992 that I found a strange

cover in a dollar box (Figure 2). It bore a Canadian definitive stamp and

Figure 2 - Operation Morninglight Cover
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the corner card showed that it was from the Department of National De-

fense. Under that was a rubber stamp in green ink that read:”OPERA-

TION MORNINGLIGHT / Search for Cosmos 954 / Soviet Satellite /

Crashed in N.W.T.” (Northwest Territories).  It had been mailed to a cap-

tain in the Canadian Mounties at Southampton, Ontario, from the North-

ern Region HQ Mail Room in Yellowknife, N.W.T. 

I had never heard of a Soviet satellite crashing in North America, so

I looked up Cosmos 954 on the Internet. That led me to a book, Opera-
tion Morning Light – Terror in our Skies by Leo Heaps.  It is one of the

most gripping science fact books that I’ve ever read. 

Cosmos 1, launched on Mar. 15, 1962, was called a “technology”

satellite and was the first of what have to date become more than 2,500

Cosmos satellites.  Primarily for reconnaissance (spying), they were also

used for radar tracking, technology, communications, anti-satellite de-

vices, early tests of the Vostok and Soyuz capsules, weather, Venus

probes, solar and lunar probes and a host of other reasons. The covers are

not popular among United States collectors as manned launch or landing

covers (Figure 3).

Cosmos 954, a spy satellite, estimated to be about 50 feet long and

weighing around 5 tons, had on board 110 lbs. of highly radioactive, dan-

Figure 3 - Cosmos 1 Cover
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gerous Uranium 235, because in the 1970s solar panels were too ineffi-

cient to keep the satellites obriting, especially those in low orbits.

Launched on Sept. 18, 1977, from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in what is

now Kazakhstan, Cosmos 954 encountered a series of malfunctions

which led to the loss of control of the satellite. On Dec. 15, 1977, North

American Air Defense (NORAD) in the U.S. Rocky Mountains noticed

the wavering of the craft and contacted the Soviet Union authorities, who

assured them that they had total control of the satellite and were just

using various tests to move it about.  They reported having a failsafe

mechanism that would break the satellite into three pieces, jettisoning the

nuclear pack into a 900-mile-higher orbit where it could stay in space for

1,000 years.

But as Cosmos 954 continued to decay, NASA scientists predicted

that the craft would burn up in the atmosphere by April 1978.  A U.S.

group known as the Nuclear Emergency Search Team (NEST), operating

out of Las Vegas, Nev. joined in watching the errant craft.  It is a group

ready to counter any radiation hazard in the world. They had been highly

involved when a B-52 caught fire and crashed on the sea ice near Thule,

Greenland in January of 1965. On board were four plutonian bombs

which NEST had to safely recover, along with tons of contaminated

snow and ice.

There was special concern about Cosmos 954 because it made many

passes directly over the North American continent. And, new data

showed that the nuclear-powered satellite might reenter the atmosphere

in late March. There was a concern that the heat of re-entry could result

in a Hiroshima bomb-sized explosion over a populated area. Other na-

tional leaders were now brought up to date on the situation, and the Sovi-

ets dropped all pretenses of having control of the satellite – but told the

Americans only that Cosmos 954 was not an atomic bomb.

Fast forward: The satellite disintegrated over the western edge of the

Northwest Territories of Canada, and there was no atomic explosion. But

hundreds of radiated pieces of the huge satellite fell across a 370- by 30-

mile wide swath of the N.W.T., scattering radioactive debris far and wide

shortly after flying directly over Miami, then Detroit and then Las Vegas

(Figure 4). The contamination levels were high. The story of the search

in minus-70 degree weather is a salute to the Canadians and Americans

who worked to try to keep people away from debris as they collected and

shipped it off. Had the accident occurred over a major city, it is likely

that tens or even hundreds of thousands of people would have been af-

flicted with severe radiation poisoning.  
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The Soviets paid the Canadian government only $3 million of the re-

quested $6 million cost of the cleanup, which went under the code name,

Operation Morning Light. However, less than 1 percent of the debris was

found and properly disposed of.  

The Canadian Operation Morning Light cover shown in Figure 2 was

cancelled on Mar. 18, 1978. On that date an Inuit riding in a dog team-

pulled sleigh noted and reported a huge uplift of ice in the middle of a

lake. Searches in the ultra-freezing weather were unable to locate what-

ever it was that crashed into that ice-covered lake.

Cosmos 954 was not the only nuclear-powered spacecraft to have

crashed in the Americas.  Launched on a Proton rocket from the

Baikonur Cosmodrome, the Soviet craft Mars-96, lifted off successfully

on Nov. 16, 1996. This actually started as Mars-92 and was scrubbed.

Then it was to have been the Mars-94 project. Originally, Mars-94 was to

include a pair of spacecraft. One of them was to carry a Mars rover and

another a Mars orbiter. As the project slipped to 1994 because of finan-

cial problems, only the orbiter survived the cut. The orbiter had to be de-

layed to 1996, prompting a delay of the rover to 1998 and later  its

cancellation. 

After a 10-month journey, Mars-96 would enter the orbit of Mars on

Sept. 12, 1997, to start at least a year-long mission. At the time, Mars-96

Figure 4 - Map of the Debris Field
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was expected to be the largest research vehicle designed to travel across

the Solar System (Figure 5). In fact, the Block D upper stage would not

have enough power to send the spacecraft from its initial parking orbit on

its escape trajectory toward Mars after launch from Baikonur. The upper

stage would accelerate the spacecraft by 10,335 feet per second and the

probe would then use its Autonomous Propulsion Unit to add another

1,886 feet per second. 

The Proton rocket’s three booster stages and the first burn of the

upper stage went as scheduled, delivering the spacecraft to an initial

Earth orbit at an altitude of around 100 miles. The second firing was

scheduled to take place 68 minutes after liftoff and beyond the range of

Russian ground control stations. The maneuver would deliver 10,335 feet

per second in acceleration, followed by the firing of the ADU propulsion

unit onboard Mars-96 to escape the Earth orbit and start a path toward

Mars. However, it misfired, apparently delivering 65 feet per second in

the wrong direction. 

The spacecraft then separated from the upper stage at the beginning

of the second orbit. Its solar panels and other external elements had de-

ployed and the ADU propulsion unit fired in an effort to make up the

necessary speed, which was now impossible. Instead, due to the wrong

orientation, the maneuver actually pushed the spacecraft to as low as 47

Figure 5 – Launch of the Soviet Mars 96 Spacecraft
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miles, causing the spacecraft to lose its orbital velocity and sending it to-

ward reentry. Communications were never restored between the con-

trollers at Baikonur and the satellite.

At that time, according to both the Soviet Union and to the American

NORAD, the Mars-96 spacecraft burned up over the Southern Hemi-

sphere, with surviving debris reaching the ocean surface somewhere be-

tween Easter Island and the coast of Chile. However, several days after

the report of the loss, I saw a three-column-inch story in the Fort Worth
Star-Telegram newspaper stating that American and Chilean militaries

were conducting a joint exercise in the interior of Chile.  From what I

had read about the false information surrounding the earlier Cosmos 954

satellite, I began to believe that the Mars-96 payload actually crashed on

land in Chile.  A week or so later, reports from small towns and villages

about a fireball falling near the Bolivia-Chile border in the Andes caused

NORAD and the USSR to admit that the space probe had actually

crashed on land. 

Had those reports from civilians never made the local press, the ac-

tual story of Mars-96 would have ended with the cover up. News about

the search and the radiation debris has not yet surfaced to the best of my

knowledge.    

Figure 5 – The Crash of Mars ‘96
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The GHSS Foundation, Inc. Prepares

for the 70th Greater Houston Stamp Show

Friday-Sunday, Sept. 15-17, 2017

O
ne of the oldest stamp shows in Texas, the Greater Houston

Stamp Show (GHSS) offers a variety of multi-frame and single-

frame exhibits amounting to more than 1,200 pages that compete

for medals and special prizes. There will be a wide range of dealers (30

plus) from across the country, a large Beginners’ Booth, a USPS substa-

tion, hourly door prizes, society meetings, one of the most entertaining

stamp show awards banquets in the country, and many other activities.

The show is organized by the Greater Houston Stamp Show Foundation.

The show has become nationally recognized for its special color-

themed, single-frame exhibit competition. Having exhausted the original

Crayola box for a blind drawing of an annual theme color, the second

round of the box has begun, and this year’s color is RED. Any one-frame

exhibit that ties to the color RED will be accepted for the competition.

In addition the Texas Stamp Dealers Association will provide the

TSDA Most Popular Exhibit Award that is voted on by those attending

the show.

The American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors will present a

forum on exhibiting on Saturday afternoon.

The awards dinner, featuring the traditional barbecue buffet, is

scheduled for the Humble Civic Center at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday. Tickets

Humble Civic Center & Arena Complex – Site of the GHSS Show
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are $20 per person and reservations can be made by contacting Ron

Strawser at ghss2017@earthlink.net or P.O. Box 840755, Houston, TX

77284-0755. Checks should be made out to Greater Houston Stamp

Show.

The show is conveniently located in northern Houston near the Bush

Intercontinental Airport. Nearby are three golf courses, many family

friendly restaurants, and a shopping mall. There are numerous reason-

ably-priced hotels near the show. Hotel descriptions, locations, and con-

tact information are provided on the club website at

www.houstonstampclub.org.

The Humble Civic Center address is 8233 Will Clayton Parkway,

Humble, Texas, 77338. Show hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday and Sat-

urday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday. Parking and admission to the show

are free for all three days.

The show chairman is Ron Strawser.

TSDA 2017 STAMP FAIRS

DALLAS n
Richardson Civic Center

411 W. Arapaho Road (Richardson)
Fri. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. - Sat. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Apr 7-8, Jun 23-24, Aug 25-26, Dec 8-9

SAN ANTONIO n
Norris Conference Center

618 Northwest Fwy Loop 410
Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. - Sun. 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Feb 4-5, May 6-7, Jul 8-9, Oct 14-15

HOUSTON n
Crown Plaza Hotel

7611 Katy Fwy. (I-10 West)
Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. - Sat. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Feb 10-11, Apr 21-22, Jul 14-15, Nov 3-4

Professionals Serving the Philatelic Community of Texas

For Information Contact:

THOMAS CUNNINGHAM, PO BOX 863237, PLANO, TX 75086-3237

(214) 546-1179 - E-mail: CunninghamStamps@aol.com
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Bartshe Captures OKPEX 2017
Multi- and Single-Frame Grands

Tim Bartshe of Colorado swept the OKPEX 2017 Grand Multi-Frame Grand

and the Single-Frame Grand awards at the 2017 OKPEX World Series of Philat-

ely Show held in Midwest City, Okla., June 16-17.

His Postal Stationery: South African Republic 1869-1900 took Multi-Frame

top honors and Orange Free State Overseas Letter Rates, 1868-UPU earned him

the Single-Frame Grand. 

This was achieved against very strong competition from Richard Malmgren

for his Hawaii Postal Cards that received the OKPEX 2017 Reserve Grand

Award. From a total of 15 multi-frame exhibits, 8 garnered Large Gold Medals.

five got Golds, and two earned Large Vermeils. Show Chairman Joe Crosby ex-

plained that OKPEX Is now the last WSP show on the annual circuit to qualify

for the APS Champion of Champions, so strong exhibits are entered each year.

“This was a pleasant surprise when we moved our date a few years ago to

take advantage of a fine new venue at the Reed Conference Center in Midwest

City,” Crosby said. 

Highlights of the show included a talk on “The Run of ’89 Post Offices”

presented by Brady Hunt, current president of the Oklahoma Philatelic Society,

and a dinner at Toby Keith’s “I Love This Bar and Grill” in nearby Bricktown.

(See photo above) 

TPA members exhibiting at OKPEX 2017 with their awards are listed

below:

Ray E. Cartier, How We Got Men To The Moon – Gold and APS 1940-1980

Medal of Excellence

Stanley Christmas,  The Life Cycle of the 4½ Cent White House Stamp –

Gold and Chicago Collectors Club Literature Award

Jeffrey Erichson,  Royal Portrait Designs That Paid Hawaiian Postage –

Gold 

The next OKPEX is scheduled for June 29-30, 2018. 
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OKPEX 2017 Awards      

Multi-Frame

Grand & Large Gold

Postal Stationery: South African
Republic 1869-1900

Tim Bartshe
Also, United Postal Stationery
Society Marcus White Award.

Reserve Grand

& Large Gold

Hawaii Postal Cards
Richard Malmgren

Large Gold

James William Denver
– The Man & His Times

Bill Johnson
Also,  American Philatelic

Congress Book Award, American
Philatelic Society Pre-1900 Medal

of Excellence

The Era of the French Colonial
Allegorical Group Type:

Postal History From Madagascar
to Dependencies
Ed Grabowski

Also, The Postal History Society
Post Horn Award

Baseball Centennial: “Every Boy
in America Could Get a First Day

Cover“
Jeff Bennett

Also, American Philatelic Society
1900-1940 Medal of Excellence
First Day Cover Society Award

OKPEX 2017 Most Popular Exhibit

Hussey’s Post
Larry Lyons

Also, American Association of Phil-
atelic Exhibitors Best Plans and
Headings, United States Stamp

Society Freedom Medal

American Sailing Packets on the
North Atlantic 1818 to 1840

James R. Pullin
Also, American Philatelic Society
Research Medal, U.S. Philatelic

Classics Society Medal

Gold

How We Got Men To The Moon
Ray E. Cartier

Also, American Philatelic Society
1940-1980 Medal of Excellence

The Life Cycle of the 4 ½ Cent
White House Stamps
Stanley Christmas

Also, Chicago Collectors Club
Literature Award

The Canadian 1972-1978
Definitives:

Caricatures & Landscapes
Kathy Johnson

The Post Offices Followed
the People to Oklahoma

Joe Crosby
Also,  Robert T. Pollard Memorial
Award for the Best Exhibit by an

Oklahoma City Stamp Club Mem-
ber, Oklahoma Philatelic Society

Award for Best Exhibit by an Okla-
homa Philatelic Society Member,

Gordon Bleuler Award for Best Ex-
hibit of Oklahoma Postal History 
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OKPEX 2017 Awards      

Royal Portrait Designs
That Paid Hawaiian Postage

Jeffrey Erichson

Large Vermeil

‘89er Post Offices
Brady Hunt

Also,  American Association
of Philatelic Exhibitors Award

of Honor

Mourning Covers – Early Uses &
Expansion thru Mid 20th Century

Linda Johnson

Uses of the 3-Cent Statue
of Liberty Stamp Design

of the 1954 Liberty Series
Roland Austin

Single-Frame

Grand and Large Gold

Orange Free State Overseas
Letter Rates, 1868-UPU 

Tim Bartshe

Large Vermeil

U.S. Precanceled Postal Cards
and Their Usages 1874-1961

Josh Furman

Also, United Postal Stationery Soci-
ety Single-Frame Marcus White
Award, American Association of

Philatelic Exhibitors Award of Honor 

The Defense Issue of 1940, A
Study of Domestic Rates and Fees

Ralph Lott

Vermeil

Varieties of the Type II and Type IV
One Cent Stamp of 1851 to 1861

with Postal Uses and Cancels 
Ralph Lott

Large Silver

Feathers & Fur on Stamps & Hooks
Bob Burney

Also, American Association of
Philatelic Exhibitors Creativity

Award 

Bronze

1966 U.S. Circus Stamp
Linda Webb

Also, American Association
of Philatelic Exhibitors Novice

Award, Women Exhibitors Award

Single-Frame Youth

Grand and Vermeil

The Buffalo & Erie County
Naval & Military Park

and Its Three Naval Vessels
Jacob Liebson

Also,  American Association
of Philatelic Exhibitors Youth Award

NOTE - This year the APS instituted new scoring
for World Series Shows by adding Large Gold,
Large Vermeil and Large Silver categories.
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Left, TPS member Ray Cartier
accepts his awards from OKPEX
Chief Judge Michael Lea of
Nebraska.

Right, TPA member Jeff Erich-
son accepts his award from
Judge Lea.

Left, TPA member Stanley
Christmas accepts his award
from Judge Lea.

Right, Richard Malmgren,
decked out in a Hawaiian shirt,
accepts his award from Judge
Lea.

OKPEX 2017

AWARDS
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2017

AUG 3-6  APS NATIONAL STAMPSHOW
Greater Richmond Convention Center, 403 N. Third St., Rich-
mond VA, Thursday-Saturday 10-6, Sunday 10-4.

AUG 25-26  TSDA DALLAS STAMP SHOW
Richardson Civic Center, 411 W. Arapaho Rd., Richardson, TX
75080-4551, Friday 11-5, Saturday 9-4.

SEP 15-17  GREATER HOUSTON STAMP SHOW
Humble Civic Center, 8233 Will Clayton Rd., Humble TX
77338. www.houstonstampshow.org. Friday and Saturday 10-6,
Sunday 10-4.

SEP 22-23 TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB FALL MEETING
Comfort Inn, 301 Capitol Street., Grapevine TX 76071, Fri 9-6 and
Sat, 9-5.

OCT 14-15  TSDA SAN ANTONIO STAMP SHOW
Norris Conference Center, 618 Northwest Freeway Loop 410,
Suite 207 (across San Pedro from NorthStar Mall), San Antonio,
TX 78216, Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-3.

NOV 3-4  TSDA HOUSTON STAMP SHOW
Crowne Plaza Hotel, 7611 Katy Freeway (IH-10 West), Houston,
TX 77024. Friday 10-5, Saturday 9-4.

NOV 10-11  MID-CITIES STAMP CLUB EXPO
Grapevine Convention Center, 1209 Main St., Grapevine, TX
76051. (Highway 114 at Main Street exit, just north of DFW Air-
port), Friday 10-5, Saturday 9-4.

DEC 8-9 TSDA DALLAS STAMP SHOW
Richardson Civic Center, 411 W. Arapaho Rd., Richardson, TX
75080-4551, Friday 11-5, Saturday 9-4.

Calendar of Events

Unless otherwise noted, admission and parking are free at all shows listed. For
inclusion on this calendar and the one on our website at www.texasstamps.org,
prepare the listing in the format below. Email the information to tkoch@tx.rr.com.
For the latest Texas Stamp Dealers Association (TSDA) information, see the
website www.TSDAstamps.com.
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2018

JUN 29-30 OKPEX WORLD SERIES OF PHILATELY SHOW
Reed Conference Center, 5800 Will Rogers Rd., Midwest City, OK
73110.

AUG 9-12  APS NATIONAL STAMPS
Columbus, OH

SEP 21-23  GREATER HOUSTON STAMP SHOW
Humble Civic Center, 8233 Will Clayton Rd., Humble TX,
77338. www.houstonstampshow.org.

Calendar of Events

HAVE MORE FUN!  COLLECT PRECANCELS

TEXAS PRECANCEL CLUB

Come to Our Fall Meeting!

Sept. 22-23, 2017, Fri 9 am-6 pm, Sat 1-5 pm
Comfort Inn 

301 Capitol St., Grapevine, Texas

VISIT our WEBSITE

http://tx4.us/tpcmeetings.htm
For more information: John C. Foster

retsoftware@hotmail.com or call (512) 346 8253
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Report chapter activities by email or mail.

We welcome minutes, recent newsletters, or
summaries of your club activities and news
sent by email or by regular mail to: Greg Cain
at greg.cain@comcast.net or Greg Cain, 1926
Brimbery St., Houston TX 77018-1730.
Much appreciation for clubs which forward re-
ports.

American First Day Cover Society Fred C.

Sawyer North TX Chapter 56 (afdcschap56.org)

– A nice time was had by those who were able to attend the June picnic at

Baker's Ribs BBQ in Garland, Texas. Apparently USPS at Kansas City did

not have a first day hand cancel or machine cancel for the 5¢ Grape stamp

released in February at TEXPEX, so the only cancel available is the first

day pictorial cancel (same cancel as was at the FD ceremony at TEXPEX).

Plenty of FDCs left if anyone wants to purchase – only $3 for chapter mem-

bers. A very big thank you for Tricia and David Richmond for their work

in starting and maintaining the Chapter 56 website. Their efforts helped

keep our chapter and our hobby out in the open for others to find and also

participate. Tricia and David have turned over the webmaster duties to Bill

Pry and Anne Benner and now they will continue the maintenance and

updates of the website. – D.A. Lux

Austin Texas Stamp Club (www.stamps.org/austin-texas-stamp-club) –

– The club’s first meeting in April, held at the usual location of Lakewood

HOA clubhouse in Austin, centered on member Jim Sixta’s research into

how members feel about the future of the hobby. Not surprisingly, many

followed the same path of starting as collectors in childhood, followed by

some years of dormancy owing to school, family, and careers, then fol-

lowed by a return to the hobby.  Most believed that long-term commitment

required beginning as a child and, therefore, that the hobby could be nur-

tured by working with children and grandchildren.  We love the hobby and

would like for others to experience the same enjoyment.  April’s second

meeting, the regular auction night, was held at the usual location of the

South Austin Community Center.  The evening’s auction saw 46 lots sold

Chapters in Action          

Greg Cain

TP-Aug2017-1A_Layout 1  7/10/2017  11:28 AM  Page 23



The Texas Philatelist        August  2017   22

out of 85 offered, producing net results to the club of $134.82. The May

sessions saw a presentation on cinderellas by secretary/treasurer Lyle

Boardman at the first meetings. Lyle and other members showed Christ-

mas seals, stamp show labels, and other items, some of which are as lovely

as any engraved U.S. stamp. The second meeting’s auction, presided over

by Dan Green, saw 45 lots sold out of 70 offered, producing revenue to

the club of $80.42. Throughout, members interested in running for the

club’s elected positions were invited to come forward, as its biennial elec-

tions are approaching. The club’s first meeting in June saw three members,

Ben Ceyanes, Jason Deleau, and club president Mike Prokop, share how

each got started in the hobby and the path each followed to get to the pres-

ent.  The club’s regular auction, held at its second June meeting, was pre-

pared by Phil Nordstrom and called by Dan Green, to the tune of 34 lots

sold out of 60 offered, bringing year-to-date additions to the club’s coffers

of $683.03. The club’s July issue of its monthly newsletter, Stampede,

reprints a reply from Scott Catalog Editor Emeritus James Kloetzell to a

letter from member Gus Browning, explaining some differences between

a stamp error and a stamp variety and how the editors proceed when making

the distinction in catalog listings. – Lyle Boardman

Collectors Club of Dallas – The speaker for the club’s April meeting held

at Spring Creek BBQ was Tom Koch who presented “Texas-European

Mails by Steamship, 1848-1857.”  Tom’s presentation included seven cov-

ers and the voyage each took, including details on the routes and relevant

postal rates. Members went home with color copies of each cover, complete

with supporting detail regarding rates, translations, and a research bibliog-

raphy.  In May members gathered around the dining room of Larry Sall’s

high-rise condo where he shared the polar postcards correspondence as

well as stories and pictures of his trip to Antarctica. He visited many inter-

esting places along with his friend Bob Rutford, a renowned international

expert on Antarctica and former president of The University of Texas at

Dallas.  Antarctica has an ice stream and a mountain named after Dr. Rut-

ford. On Dr. Rutford’s many excursions into the southernmost continent,

he often mailed a postcard to Larry with postmarks, stamps, and markings

of several nations that occupy a place on Antarctica. On his trip, Larry also

sent some cards to his wife, Judy, which are included in his collection.

Larry’s 18 postcards and 13 envelopes depicted various penguins, unusual

Chapters in Action          
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markings and pictures of various scenic locations. Craig Eggleston hosted

the June meeting and made a presentation from the realm of his massive

collection of Philippines material – “Remember the Maine:  The Postal

History of America’s Expansion to the Philippines.” The basis was a Pow-

erPoint show he used in making the presentation at national stamp shows.

He provided paper copies to the members. His extensive knowledge was

put into 51 pages regarding America’s territorial expansion into the Philip-

pines as a part of the Spanish American War headed by Admiral George

Dewey. At the beginning of the Philippines engagement, the U.S. had only

2,143 regular army officers, and 26,040 enlisted members. It was a history

lesson in philatelic style and easy to understand. Craig’s wife, Kay, pro-

vided a wonderful buffet anchored by chicken kabobs and capped by two

rich cakes. – Anne Benner

Heart of Texas Stamp Club – The club’s April meeting was held at the

West Waco Library and was presided over by President Brad Schultz with

five members in attendance. Secretary James Berryhill announced the club

was making a $50 donation to the Waco Meals on Wheels in memory of

recently deceased member Hollis Biddle. Hollis’ illness while traveling in

Mexico and subsequent hospitalization in Waco was reported in the May

issue of The Texas Philatelist. Condolences are extended to his family and

to the club. During Show & Tell, Dick Kannwischer shared a first flight

Graf Zeppelin cover from Calvert, Texas, to Munster, Westfalen.  Berryhill

commented on the recent TPA letter to the membership that noted it is time

for a new slate of TPA officers to emerge.  All in attendance agreed that

the current leadership has done an outstanding job in making the TPA the

organization we enjoy today. The presentation at the May meeting was ti-

tled the “1939 New York World’s Fair’s Diamond Jubilee Mail Service”

by James Fabbre. The service began on April 30, 1939. The club’s May

newsletter carried comments by editor Berryhill on topical collecting, an

engaging alternative to the impossible task of collecting all the world’s

stamps. The June newsletter noted that Royce Walston would present a

July program on postal covers from Leona, Texas. Condolences were ex-

tended to member George Kubal on the recent passing of his wife, Joyce.–

Royce Walston and James Berryhill

Houston Philatelic Society (www.houstonstampclub.org) – This quarter

Chapters in Action          
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witnessed two successful auctions, some offerings with as many as four

boxes jammed-packed with miscellaneous stamps/covers/supplies/litera-

ture/etc. in an individual lot.  Ron Strawser again called the auctions – en-

tertainingly, and very successfully for both the 20+ buyers and the 25+

sellers. Attendees also fared nicely with member presentations on “What

We Collect” by Gerry Klingbeil, the stamps of Newfoundland by Mort

Levy, and Liberia’s registration stamps and covers by Bryant Korn. Cap-

ping off the quarter was the annual installment of Strawser’s nothing-short-

of-sadistic philatelic quiz.  Greg and Lucy Cain reported on a very happily

busy time representing the club and our hobby at the annual Scout Fair held

inside Minute Maid Park (see photo on page 27). The Aussie Interest Group

had its quarterly meeting on a Saturday morning, sharing information and

newly acquired material. Some of the 10 attendees sauntered off afterwards

to a nearby sandwich shop to continue philatelic chitchat. The club was,

however, saddened by the passing of Morris Short. Morris took special

pleasure in buying and selling large accumulations of worldwide material.

He was one of the club’s long-term and loyal members and also its oldest

member; another World War II veteran has left us. – John Germann 

Mid-Cities Stamp Club-Arlington Branch – (www.mid-citiesstamp-

club.com) – Twenty-one members and a guest attended the branch’s April

5 meeting, presided over by President Ray Cartier.  Committee reports

included updates on preparation for this year’s EXPO stamp show, to be

held at the Grapevine Convention Center, Nov. 10-12, (see more below).

Show & Tell included presentations by Cartier, Chuck Snow, Stanley

Christmas, Ken Aldridge, and Peter Elias. The evening’s presentation

was given by Geoff Owens of the Dallas-Park Cities Stamp Club about

the postal history of Biafra.  Eighteen members attended the May 3  meet-

ing that featured a spirited auction.  The June meeting was attended by 19

members and two guests who heard a talk by Cartier on stratospheric bal-

loon flights. The club’s monthly newsletter, Stamping Around, continued

the Been There, Done That series of stamp-illustrated travelogues and rem-

iniscences, with the May issue carrying stories by Bob and Pat Weidman

(London’s Tower Bridge, the South Pacific island of Fiji, and Hong Kong’s

Cross Harbor Tunnel) and editor Elias (beef versus buffalo for dinner and

recycling, Swiss style).  The June issue brought stories about the Weidmans’

Chapters in Action          
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visit to the Tower of Pisa (14 ½ feet off kilter at its top) and Bob’s recol-

lections as a USPS letter carrier in the North Richland Hills/Fort Worth

area just before retirement, while Peter shared remembrances of his musical

tastes in college and a visit with his wife to Switzerland’s Schloss (“Castle”)

Oberhofen.  July’s issue brought news of the publication winning a Vermeil

Award in the American Philatelic Society’s Chapter Newsletter Competi-

tion.  Congratulations, editor Elias!  The June issue also included an article

by Secretary Ben Termini that details the steps he took in researching three

unusual covers he picked up at TEXPEX.  Interesting in itself as a kind of

detective story, the article also serves as a primer on conducting philatelic

research.  The May issue noted the passing of long time member and former

club president and EXPO chairman, Bill Bradshaw.  Elias noted that three

topnotch APS judges – Jeff Shapiro, Ken Nilsestuen and James Graue

– will be judging at EXPO (which, with TEXPEX not on the calendar, your

reporter and his wife look forward to as their annual excuse to visit the

Metroplex).  –  Ben Termini, Peter Elias

Mid-Cities Stamp Club-Granbury Branch – Fifteen members attended

the branch’s April meeting, presided over by Brian Smith. Presentations

included Ray Cartier (a piece of balloon covering), Karen Cartier (Tales
by Mail, her most recent book), Gary McNamee (an antique stamp album),

Bob Coleman (a 1948 Scott catalog) and Daniel Kennedy (a Japanese

“peso” used during its occupation of the Philippines).  Following the break,

Ray expanded upon the lighter-than-air component of his vast space and

aviation collections. Sixteen members and guests assembled at the Bent-

water Activities Center in Granbury for the May  meeting  Host David

Stockbridge dispensed with the usual format to introduce auctioneer Skip

Ely and start the third installment of the Donohoo Estate Auction. Of 74

lots, about half were single stamps and sets from around the world, some

bringing winning bids in excess of $70.  The total realization of the night

was $2,073. – Gene Atkinson

Mid-Cities Stamp Club-Euless Branch – Ten members attended the

April meeting, held at the Central Marketing offices of member Evan

Islam.  Member updates included the Christmases’ report on their visit to

the home of Herman Dallof and the news from Jerry Mertz that he was

moving to Colorado to be closer to his daughter. Presentations were made

by Stanley Christmas, Peter Elias, Skip Ely, and Jack Urish. The

branch’s May meeting saw 12 members in attendance, with the evening’s

program being “A Look at Some Argentine Definitives Prior to 1978” by
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1001 NORTH FULTON    u TULSA, OK 74115

KIRKMCKENZIE@COX.NET

Specializing in United States Stamps

Member:  APS, ASDA, TSDA

Ely.  Islam hosted the June meeting, with eight members present, with the

evening’s program a relaxing Show & Tell. – Cindy Spurlock and Skip Ely

San Antonio Philatelic Association – In The Philatex of May-June

2017, a report noted club President Dr. Erik Shepherd’s February talk

about “Inini.” It was the first country he has collected in toto. Inini was

an inland French colony territory that split with French Guiana. The

postage stamps of French Guiana were overprinted with several varia-

tions of “Territoire de L’Inini” on the omnibus issues for the Colonial

Arts Exhibition in 1937. The New York World’s Fair in 1939 showed

stamps inscribed “Inini.” In 1946 all of French Guiana became a depart-

ment of France. The club summer picnic was held June 16 at the

MacArthur Park Lutheran Church. – Lea Senghaas and Dora Roberts

Texas Precancel Club (http://tx4.us/txpcclub.htm) – The club is consid-

ering staging its Spring meeting in Houston rather than College Station be-

cause several members reside there. The Fall meeting is set for Grapevine

at the Comfort Inn, 301 Capital St., Sept. 22-23. This includes an auction.

The club welcomed new member Lynn Batdorf of Bethesda, Md. In his

ongoing series about Texas Counties, George Dresser focused on Baylor,

Cottle, Foard, Hardeman, and Wilbarger in the April Texas Precancels
newsletter. Precancels featured were from Seymour, Paducah, Crowell,

Thalia, Chillicothe, Quanah, and Vernon. – Katie Foster

Check out the new TPA Membership Directory
with individual collector interests in the Members’

Only section of the TPA website:

www.texasstamps.org
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Texas Cancels

This is a listing of
special pictorial can-
cels recently author-
ized for use in Texas
or of interest to collec-
tors in Texas. Because
of time constraints it
serves more as a
record of area cancel-
lations.

It is best to check
details online in the
The Postal Bulletin.
Many pictorial post-
marks are available for
only 30 days after the
cancellation date. Oc-
casionally, the USPS
will extend the period
to 60 days. In some
cases full-color cancel-
lations are available,
especially with FDCs. . 

Greg Cain

represented
the Houston

Philatelic
Society at
the recent

annual Scout
Fair held

inside Minute
Maid Park.

He was
helped by his

wife, Lucy
(not shown). 

See
Chapters in

Action,
Page 24.
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Editor’s Notes – Tom Koch

Christmas’ White House Exhibit Charmed with Gold

Congratulations to all of our winners at the recent OKPEX

World Series show, but a special nod to Stanley Christmas whose

4 1/2 cent White House stamp from the Presidential Series re-

ceived its first gold medal. Stanley has shown the exhibit many

times, improving it each time . . . Our condolences to one of our fa-

vorite Texas dealers, George Kubal and his family, upon the loss

of his wife Joyce, who died June 11 in Waco . . . Also, word

reached us that Texas Stamp Dealers Association member Byron

“Barney” Brandt died on June 23 in San Antonio. A native of In-

diana, Brandt served in the Korean and Vietnam wars.

The “End of the Trail” statue that serves as the Grand Award

for the OKPEX multi-frame champion was executed by sculptor

James Earle Fraser in 1915 for the Panama-Pacific International

Exposition in San Francisco. It was supposed to be a bronze sculp-

ture but material shortages caused Fraser to create it in plaster. It

received a gold medal. The sculptor was inspired to create the vi-

sion of a vanishing breed –a  Native American warrior near the end

of a way of life. When “End of the Trail” became such an iconic

image, Fraser regretted not copyrighting it. Printers, painters, cal-

endar makers, and other sculptors have used it without compensa-

tion to Fraser. Now the image endures at OKPEX.

Fraser had other notable works such as the World War I Victory

Medal, the Navy Cross still in use, and the statue of George Pat-

ton at West Point among many others. See the back cover.

Buy-Sell

Stamps

Coins

Silver

CASTLE STAMP & COIN

GEORGE KUBAL

P.O. BOX 1196 • HEWITT • TX 66643
(254) 666-7755 • E-MAIL GEOKUBAL@AOL.COM

Membership Report

No transactions
this quarter

Membership total – 342
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stampsuniversal.com
Worldwide Stamps for Collectors

James D. Myers, P.O. Box 2047, Coppell, TX 75019-8047
(972) 304-1671  l jasdmyers@earthlink.net

High quality used Australia, Brazil, Canada,

CCG, Cuba, France, German States, Great Britain,

Netherlands, Norway, Sweden

U.S. and worldwide Classics, Worldwide #1s

Mint/used Czechoslovakia plus Souvenir and Mini-Sheets

Mint/ used Denmark Including Locals, Specialty Items

U.S. “Fun” Items like used B4, P# Singles, Town Cancels

Topical cross-reference lists

See us at most Dallas, Houston and San Antonio TSDA Bourses,
Greater Houston Stamp Show and Mid-Cities Stamp Expo

We are active buyers and sellers of stamps
and postal history of all areas of pre-1960
British Commonwealth, including individual
items, collections and estates. Want lists

from all reigns are accepted
with references.

Visit our booth at most major
philatelic exhibitions! 

L.W. Martin Jr.

The British
Commonwealth
of Nations

PO Box 1198   l Bellaire, Texas 77401
Phone: 713-781-6563   l Fax 713-789-9998
info@crowncolony.com  l www.crowncolony.com 
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This cast bronze statue called “End of the Trail” is similar to the

statue that serves as the center piece for the Multi-Frame Grand

Award at OKPEX. It was first executed in plaster by sculptor James

Earle Fraser of Minnesota in 1915. Fraser is also noted for design-

ing the Indian Head nickel that features a buffalo on the reverse.

The original plaster copy was obtained in 1968 and restored at the

National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City.

TP-Aug2017-1A_Layout 1  7/10/2017  11:28 AM  Page 32


