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Introduction 

 
 This Research Note was compiled out of a desire to have quick access to some of the early Texas 
maps which showed the development of the area around Denton County in the 19th Century. 
 
 Not all maps of the period were included.  A preference was given to maps which showed 
towns, roads or mail routes, and later, railroads.  In some instances, the maps in successive editions of 
an Atlas were identical, and the later map was not included.  In other instances, a map would show no 
or very few man-made features beyond the county boundaries, and these were not included as well. For 
each map, an area roughly equivalent to that represented by the nine counties surrounding Denton was 
cropped from a larger digital image, and inserted onto the page.  No effort was made to try and present 
each of these maps to the same scale, but they will be close to the same. 
 
 There are many sources of historical maps on the Internet, but the web site for the David 
Rumsey Map Collection is perhaps the most comprehensive.  For this reason, it was the choice for 
selection of scanned images for this Research Note.   
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Maps in this Research Note 
 
 {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ¢ŜȄŀǎΣ !ǘƭŀǎΣ 1852 

.ƭŀŎƪΩǎ !ǘƭŀǎ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ мурп 
CƻƭǘƻƴΩǎ aŀǇ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎΣ !ǘƭŀǎΣ мурс 
/ƻƭǘƻƴΩǎ Pocket Map of Texas, 1856 
/ƻƭǘƻƴΩs Map of Texas, Atlas, 1857 
WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ aŀǇ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎΣ !ǘƭŀǎΣ мурт 
/ƻƭǘƻƴΩs Map of Texas, Atlas, 1858 
aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ aŀǇ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎΣ !ǘƭŀǎΣ муру 

 WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ aŀǇ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎΣ !ǘƭŀǎΣ мусл 
 wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴΩǎ aŀǇ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎΣ {ƘŜŜǘΣ мфсм 

/ƻƭǘƻƴΩs Map of Texas, Atlas, 1865 
 WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ aŀǇ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎΣ !ǘƭŀǎΣ мусл 

/ƻƭǘƻƴΩs Map of Texas, Atlas, 1869 
/ƻƭǘƻƴΩs Map of Texas, Atlas, 1874 
WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ aŀǇ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎΣ !ǘƭŀǎΣ мутп 
{ǘƛŜƭŜǊΩǎ aŀǇ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ мутр 
/ǊŀƳΩǎ aŀǇ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎΣ !ǘƭŀǎΣ мутр 
DǊŀȅΩǎ aŀǇ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎΣ !ǘƭŀǎΣ муту 
Rand McNally Rail Road and County Map of Texas, 1882 
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1852 

 
 
Map:  {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ !ǊƪŀƴǎŀǎΣ hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎ 
Source:  Special-Karte Der Vereinicten Staaten Von Nord-Amerika. Von J. Calvin Smith.  
          Germany: Cassell, c1852 
Edition:  1852 
Source:  David Rumsey 
 
File:  TX_Denton(SmithAtlas)1852.jpg 

1854 
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Map:  Texas, Part of New Mexico 
Source:  .ƭŀŎƪΩǎ !ǘƭŀǎ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘΣ мурпΦ  
 Edition: 1854 
Source:  David Rumsey 
 
 
File:  TX_Denton(Bartholomew&BlackAtlas)1854.jpg 
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1856 

 
 

 
Map:  /ƻƭǘƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜȄŀǎ 
Source:  /ƻƭǘƻƴΩǎ !ǘƭŀǎ of the World, New York: J. H. Colton & Company, 1856 
Edition:  1856 
Source:  David Rumsey 
 
File:  TX_Denton(ColtonAtlas)1856.jpg 
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1856 
 
 

 
 
 
Map:  WΦ 5Ŝ /ƻǊŘƻǾŀΩǎ aŀǇ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎ 
Source:  /ƻƭǘƻƴΩǎ tƻŎƪŜǘ aŀǇΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΥ J. H. Colton & Company, 1856 
Edition:  1856 
Source:  David Rumsey 
 
File:  TX_Denton(ColtonPocket)1856.jpg 
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1857 
 
 

 
 
 
Map:  New Map of the State of Texas 
Source:  /ƻƭǘƻƴΩǎ Advertising Atlas of America, New York: J. H. Colton & Company, 1857 
Edition:  1857 
Source:  David Rumsey 
 
File:  TX_Denton(ColtonAtlas)1857.jpg 
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1857 

 
 
Map:  State of Texas 
Source:   !ǘƭŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ Χ !ƴŘ WŀƳŀƛŎŀΣ  
      London & New York, 1857. 
Edition:  1857 
Source:  David Rumsey 
 
File:  TX_Denton(JohnstonAtlas)1867.jpg  



Denton County Area Historical Maps 
 

Mike Ludeman 10 February 26, 2015 

1858 

 
 
Map:  /ƻƭǘƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜȄŀǎ 
Source:  /ƻƭǘƻƴΩǎ Illustrated Cabinet Atlas and Descriptive Geography,  
   New York: J. H. Colton, 1859 
Edition:  1858 
Source:  David Rumsey 
 
File:  TX_Denton(ColtonAtlas)1859.jpg  


