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From the President

Charles Deaton

This is an enjoyable time
to be invovled in the TPHS

It has been my privililege to serve as your President for
the past two years, and to see a greatly re-energized TPHS
in action. We all owe much thanks for this to our Journal
Editor Tom Koch and our Journal printer Norman Alan
Cohen, and our Vice President Vince King, whose articles
about auction results are probably the first thing most of
our readers look for. Our Journal is just fantastic, and I
think it easily the best state postal history journal in the
country.
You will find a membership renewal form in this issue
of the Journal. I know that Lyle Boardman would appreciate your attention and timely response.
We also owe thanks to Vince and Tom for coming up
with the idea for our Fall and Spring Flings, and for arranging rooms and food and drink to make these events great
gatherings for our members. And, I offer thanks to those
folks who have helped provide articles for the Journal. As
you old-timers know, this is my second time around as
President. It was fun then, and even more fun this time
around.

Texas Postal
History Society
Journal
Texas Postal History Society Website:
http://home.comcast.net/~kochacabana/TEXPEX/index.html

Founded in 1975, the TPHS is affiliated with the
Texas Philatelic
Association and
the American Philatelic Society.

The internet, ebay, Google (for research purposes), our
Journal, and our Flings are making this organization lively
and meaningful to us all. Thanks for letting me be a part of
it.

From the Editor
If you spend any time around Charlie Deaton you
understand why he is such a well-liked colleague in the
world of philately. He is humble, generous in his praise
and appreciates enthusiasm and fun among collectors.
After many years Charlie, too, remains enthused and
when he shows his enjoyment and it has a pleasant affect on others.
Two years ago when we faced a transition, he did
not have to step in to serve as president again for two
years. He did because it helped the TPHS at the time.
We’ve all benefited from his leadership and participation - from 1975 to 2006. So, thanks, Charlie. Happy
TPHS “retirement” No. 2! - Tom Koch

The Texas Postal History Society Journal is the official publication of the Texas Postal History Society. It
is published quarterly. The TPHS is not responsible for
the accuracy of any contributed articles. Submitted articles and images are welcome by the editor by regular
mail or electronic mail. The TPHS provides no guarantee that submitted articles will be printed and when
they may be printed. Articles may be reproduced with
prior permission and attribution.
The Journal is available to members of the society.
Dues to the TPHS are $18 per year payable to the Secretary-Treasurer. Single copies are $5 with $1 first
class postage.
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Seen at Auction

Fall auction season kicks off
with a resounding bang
Vince King
The 2006 Fall auction season kicked off with a bang in September. Several very nice 19th century pieces graced the auction
houses of Shreves Philatelic Galleries and Robert A. Siegel.
Additionally, while not postal history, I would like to pay special deference to the two Goliad Confederate Provisionals that
were offered by Cherrystone Philatelic Auctions in October.
Those two stamps are exceedingly rare, with only 3 examples
known of the 10c black on blue paper issue (Scott 29X9). In fact
the offering of that stamp may be the last time you see it again
during your collecting lifetime. As with most seldom-seen rarities of this nature, catalog values are in most cases out-of-date
and irrelevant to the item's current market value. Please note the
realizations of those two stamps for verification.
Ebay was also very active with a nice selection of Centennial
period first day covers, particularly from the Boothe collection.

The Jeanette C. Rudy Collection, Shreves Philatelic Galleries, Inc. Sale - 82, Sept. 8, 2006

See SEEN AT AUCTION on Page 14

Lot 506 (Figure 1) - Nashville/T/May29
blue c.d.s. postmark on 1838 folded
cover to Matagorda, Republic of Texas,
sent via New Orleans with blue "Paid"
and ms. "25" rate marking, put aboard a
gulf steamer with scarce red "Steampacket/Columbia" two-line handstamp, to
Galveston where a beautiful strike of
"Galveston/Texas/June 18, 38" ornamented oval was applied, old rate crossed
out and new rate of "56 1/4" was collected consisting of 50c Texas rate and 6
1/4c ship fee, very fine and attractive; a
wonderful cover with a rare combination
of scarce markings. Est. $1000-$1500.
Realized $4,250.

United States Rarities Sale
920, Robert A. Siegel, Oct.
17, 2006
Lot 49 (Figure 2) - 10c Green, Ty. III (33).
Horizontal strip of three and single, used
with 1c Blue, Ty. V (24, two) and 3c Dull
Red, Ty. II (26 horizontal pair), cancelled
by neat ms. lines, matching “Lamar Tex.
Mch. 8/59” ms. postmark on folded cover

Figure 1

to Switzerland, red “New York Am. Pkt. Mar. 25” circular datestamp,
British accountancy handstamp, red crayon rating, red “SHORT PAID”
handstamp, transit and receiving backstamps, one 1c stamp faulty, cover
with few small age bleach spots, otherwise Very Fine, a rare and un-

Figure 2
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SEEN AT AUCTION
Continued from Page 3
al Texas transatlantic cover to Switzerland, the differences in shade and
condition of the two 1c stamps—one of which shows traces of another
cancel—points to small-town re-use of cancelled stamps, with 2001 P.F.
certificate. E. 1500-2000. Realized $1,600.

New York, when it was opened, and also signed by witnesses, slightly
reduced at sides from opening, minor cover wear, 90c corner crease at
top left, other stamps slightly affected by wrinkling VERY FINE APPEARANCE. AN EXCEEDINGLY RARE DOMESTIC USAGE OF
THE 90-CENT CARMINE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY
ISSUE. We have only offered one other cover bearing Scott 191 since
keeping computerized records, a registered usage to Rio de Janeiro. E.
5,000-7,500. Realized $4,500.

United States Bank Note Issues Featuring The
Mercedes Collection, Robert A. Siegel Sale 922,
Oct. 19, 2006.
Lot 1119 (Figure 3) - 24c Purple, 30c Black, 90c Carmine (153-155).
Two 90c, used with 3c Green (147), tied by cork cancels on large piece
of registered cover front to Fort Duncan Tex., indistinct strike of red
“New York Registered Sep. 6” circular datestamp, 3c and 24c stamps
very defective, but overall presentable A FINE APPEARING AND
RARE COMBINATION OF THE THREE NATIONAL BANK NOTE
COMPANY ISSUE HIGH VALUES. With 1995 PF certificate. E. 2,0003000. Realized $1,600.
Figure 6

Figure 5

Lot 1128 (Figure 4) - 90c Carmine (191). Used with 1c Gray Blue, 3c
Blue Green (206, 207), 3c horizontal pair, tied by “New York Reg.” oval
cancels on oversize registered courthouse cover to Pittsburgh Tex., purple “New York N.Y. Apr. 23, 1883” boxed registry datestamp, wax seal
and string intact, official docketing indicates when it was received in

West Haven Collection of U.S., Cherrystone Philatelic Auctions, Oct. 4, 2006, New York City.
Lot 427 - Goliad, Texas 1861 5c black, black pen cancels,
full to clear margins all around, tiny thins, otherwise a v.f.
example of this scarce stamp, with 2006 PFC. Cat. #29X1,
Val. $7000. Min. bid $2900. Realized $11,500.
Lot 428 - Goliad, Texas 1861 10c black, dark blue paper,
type II, manuscript cancel, full margins all around, tiny
surface scrape, small corner crease and thin, still a v.f. example of this scarce Provisional, one of only three known
copies, listed but unpriced in Scott’s (Dietz $6,000). A premier Confederate rarity, with clear 1960 PFC and 2006
PFC. Cat #29X9. Min. bid $4,750. Realized $17,000.

Ebay Realizations

Figure 3

US 1850s Stampless Shaw Cover, Galveston TX New
Orleans. Mr.James B. SHAW in NEW ORLEANS LA. in
care of: ?? JENNSEN & Co. BANKERS., from (embossed
on back) E.P. HUNT, UNDERWRITERS AGENCY in
Galveston, Texas , with GALVESTON PAID 5c and a second Galveston cancel also . PLEASE SEE PHOTO! NO
RESERVE! Ebay 170030565518, Sept. 24, 2006. 20 bids,
Realized $538.00.
US 1950s Stampless Shaw Cover Cameron Texas >
Austin, TX. Mailed from CAMERON Texas to a Mr.
James B. SHAW in AUSTIN, TEXAS; PLEASE SEE
PHOTO! NO RESERVE! Ebay 170029531953, Sept. 21,
2006 – 7 bids, Realized $46.54.
1850 Montgomery Texas stampless Land Office Austin.
Rare one page stampless folded letter written July 31,

Figure 4

See SEEN AT AUCTION on Page 5
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1850 by C. Stewart in Montgomery, Texas (dateline of letter and I believe the postmark) and sent to D.D. Creimpler (or a similar name) in
Brenham, Washington County, Texas. Rather detailed letter about sale
of land, reference to registering the sale at the Land Office in Austin,
where certificates etc have to be filed. Great item to research. Postmark a black Montgomery CDS with a PAID “V” to signify the 5 cent
rate. Ebay 320029319952, Sept. 24, 2006. 12 bids, Realized $144.49.
Texas: Fort Worth 1913 Bank Cover, #Q4 Single Use. Ebay
230027228791, Sept 15, 2006. 1 bid, Realized $49.99.
1949 Crash Cover-Dallas Texas – November 29, 1949. AMERICAN
AIRLINES New York to Mexico City flight 157 crashed when landing
at Dallas and burned. This cover with contents from Haverhill, MA has
the 3 line cachet “Damaged In AIR /Crash Nov 29’49 / DALLAS,TX”
Ebay 200024328529, Sept. 12, 2006. 2 bids, Realized $21.71.

Figure 9

from female soldiers are scarce. Ebay 270038091068, Oct. 16, 2006. 4
bids. Realized $8.47.
1870 Gholson Miss W/circular from 1st Pres TX A&M (Figure 9).
Fine cover franked with #113 Cats $130.00. Nice historical cover. The
contents is from Thoms S. Gathright, the first President of Texas A & M.
This correspondence was prior to that appointment, when he was rebuilding the Summerville Institute. The letter is to another famous
American, Anselm Joseph McLaurin who was the last Confederate veteran to be elected Governor of Mississippi. He served in the 3rd Mississippi Artillery and was known for his bravery. He later was a US Senator
(1900-06) as he died in office. A very nice historical item. Ebay
270040312704, Oct. 21, 2006. 5 bids. Realized $90.

Figure 7

1927 Liberty Hill Texas Multi Color Adv “Gun” Cover (Figure 7) Very
Fine to Superb multicolored "Dupont Shoot Powders" Advertising cover.
A simular cover (not from Texas) sold recently for $125.00 at auction.
Ebay 270040754532, Oct. 22, 2006. 4 bids. Realized $49.89.
1882 Austin Tex Hotel Cover Fancy Cancel See Reverse. A Fine and
interesting cover trimmed very slightly at right, with a Hotel C/C and
fancy cancel at Austin Texas. The cover is to Oreskany Falls NY and has
a nice "Horseshoe" receiving cancel on the reverse. Ebay
270036767008, Oct. 12, 2006 - 2 bids. Realized $24.49.
1944 WW II Patriotic w/ Ltr from WAC at Greenville Tex. (Figure 8)
Very Fine WW II Patriotic cover (Marine Corps Women's Reserve) from
a female Pvt stationed at Major Field, Greenville Tex. WW II letters

Figure 10

1886 Midland TX Octagonal cancel w/ enclosure (Figure 10). Ebay
320036737863, Oct. 16, 2006. 4 bids. Realized $111.48

Figure 11

See SEEN AT AUCTION on Page 6
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SEEN AT AUCTION
Continued from Page 5
Event Cover Gladys Adler Hand Painted Cachet Turkey TX (Figure
11). Ebay 260040924393, Oct 19, 2006. 3 bids. Realized $34.99.
USS Texas SSN-775 Commissioning Day Galveston TX. Dated 9-906. . . from Galveston, TX. Commissioning Day. Ebay 280035448967,
Oct. 12, 2006. 5 bids. Realized $19.

Figure 14

Very fine condition, faint flap glue discolor, unsealed. Signed by Karl A
Crowley Solicitor. Plate #21538. Ebay 220036717083, Oct. 18, 2006. 3
bids. Realized $187.75.

Figure 12

1936 Tex Cent Event San Jacinto Day Battle Field Cancel (Figure 12).
Fred Boothe Collection. Addressed to his daughter Jolea. Cancelled
April 21, 1936, on the San Jacinto Battle Field. Fine condition, faint flap
glue discolor, sealed. Ebay 220034005962, Oct. 10, 2006. 4 bids. Realized
$28.55.
Figure 15

1936 FDC Texas Centennial 776 Robt. Fellers Signed (Figure 15).
Fred Boothe Collection. Robert Fellers Supt. Division of Stamps, signed
Plate #21537. Orig: PM Fred Boothe and henry Reese, Editor of Gonzales “Inquirer.” Postmarked Gonzales Texas Mar 2, 1836 9 AM. Very fine
condition, faint flap glue discoloring. Ebay 220035326202, Oct. 16,
2006. 3 bids. Realized $148.25.
1936 FDC Texas Cent. 776 Gonzales PM Fred Boothe signed (Figure
16). Fred Boothe Collection. Plate #21537. Orig: PM Fred Boothe and
Figure 13

henry Reese, Editor of Gonzales “Inquirer.” Postmarked Gonzales Mar
2, 1936 9 AM. Very fine condition, faint flap glue discolor, unsealed.
Ebay 220034006943, Oct. 16, 2006. 8 bids. Realized $198.49.

1936 FDC Texas Cent. Clayton B. Eilenberger Third sig. Fred Boothe
Collection (Figure 13). Autographed. Orig: PM Fred Boothe and Henry
Reese, Editor of Gonzales “Inquirer.” Addressed to Gonzales PM Fred
Boothe. Postmarked Gonzales Texas Mar 2, 1936 9 AM. Very fine condition, faint flap discolor, sealed. Ebay 220037473335, Oct. 23, 2006. 2
bids. Realized $137.50.
1936 FDC Texas Cent. 776 Mission La Bahia, Goliad, Texas (Figure
14). Fred Boothe Collection. Artist: Loise Hillyer. Postmarked Gonzales
Mar 2, 1936 9 AM. Very fine condition, album tab stains on flap side
corners. Ebay 220036721698. Oct. 18, 2006. 5 bids. Realized $92.25.
1936 FDC Texas Cent. 776 US Sol Genl Karl Crowley sig. Fred
Boothe Collection. Orig: PM Fred Boothe and Henry Reese, Editor of
Gonzales “Inquirer.” Postmarked Gonzales Texas Mar 2, 1836 9 AM.

Figure 16
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OPINION

All that glitters is not gold
By Vince King
or it seems . . . that is how
the saying goes. The same can
sometimes apply to Texas
Postal History.
Before I begin this tale, I
would like to state that the conclusions I have reached are
strictly my personal opinions
and it is incumbent upon each
collector to do his own research
when purchasing rare and possibly expensive postal history
items.
As with most collectors, three words come to mind
in the pursuit of important pieces to add to ones collection - rarity, condition and eye-appeal. Those are
the cornerstones upon which an important collection is
built. It is also important to research such items thoroughly, for as long as people have been spending significant dollars on rare items, there have been those
around that fake or alter covers to take advantage of
buyers of this material. It must be considered a
“buyer beware” atmosphere.
There are well-accepted expertizing organizations
such as the Philatelic Foundation (PF), Professional
Stamp Experts (PSE), The American Philatelic Expertizing Service (APEX) and the Confederate Stamp Alliance Authentication Committee who, for a fee, will
expertise stamps and covers rendering an “expert”
opinion. However, you as a collector must be aware
that these are “opinions only” and mistakes can still be
made. Instances can be cited where different expertizing groups differ on opinions.
The Springfield Texas Cover
The following beautiful Texas cover is a perfect example of this conundrum. In a February 2005, H.R.
Harmer of NY Sale (Sale 2953, Lot 1401), this illus-

trated Springfield, Texas cover was offered as a part of
a large postal history collection in New York City.
#73, 2c Black, used with 1c Blue, 5c Brown and 10c
Yellow Green (63, 76, 68), five pointed star in circle
fancy cancels, “Springfield Tex. May 22” circular datestamp on legal sized cover to Gallatin Tenn., slightly
reduced at left, Very Fine; a pretty four-color franking
from Texas.

This item appeared to be a legal sized “courthouse
correspondence” cover that was franked with six (6)
times the 3c rate. Springfield, TX was the county seat
of Limestone Co. at the time. While an unusual franking, courthouse covers carrying documents are certainly known for their higher than normal frankings . .
. and the rate and routing made sense. I felt that this
gorgeous four-color franking from a relatively small
East Texas town would be a great showpiece for my
collection and I placed a strong bid on the item
through an auction agent. To my disappointment, I
did not win the item and upon discussion with my
agent I was informed that a 5¢ Brown 1863 collector
(non-Texas collector) had purchased the cover for exhibit. The catalog estimate was $300-$400 and it realized $950. Better luck next time, I thought.
See SPRINGFIELD on Page 8
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SPRINGFIELD from Page 7
it realized $950. Better luck next time, I thought.
However, to my amazement - just 13 months later the same cover appeared in another H.R. Harmer sale
(Sale 2962, Lot 3534, March 24, 2006). This time
with a 2005 PF certificate and a fault described . . .
“10¢ (stamp) with long pre-use scissor cut.” I thought
to myself . . . “Why would the owner of such a beautiful cover be so quick to resale?” This piqued my curiosity so I requested and received the cover for postal
viewing. This time it sold for $460 - less than half of
what it had realized a year before!
Scans accompanying this article were made from
my viewing after the first sale. My general observations of the cover made me wonder about its authenticity.
• Springfield was a very small town in Limestone
County, Texas and, while the CDS was indeed the correct usage for the period (I have other examples), the
use of such a variety of stamps was certainly out of
the ordinary. Bottom-line, this type of franking would
be exceedingly rare (if not unique) from any large
Texas city, much less Springfield.
• The stamps were not tied to the cover.
• The fancy star cancels (look like the St. Louis
geometric star) were inked in blue, while the CDS was
in black.
• The cancel on the 10¢ stamp, despite its blue
color, was not identical to the others.
At that point, I decided to magnify the “pre-use
scissor cut” on the 10¢ stamp. To my amazement, I
found this 1860ish pre-use cut to have been made with
jeweler’s precision and the stamp perfectly placed
back together as if never cut!!! I immediately had the
following thoughts:
1. Would someone in 1866 have a pair of scissors
available that would have made such an “X-Acto
knife-like” precision cut on a stamp without fraying
the paper?
2. Could they have made such an irregular cut
through the stamp without damaging the stamp as they
“turned directions?”
3. Would they have taken the time to so precisely
“piece” the stamp back together?
4. Remember, this is late 1860 in Reconstruction
Texas . . . and in Springfield!

Above: The “1866 scissor cut” on the 10-cent
stamp (dotted line added below the cut for reference). Below: The Philatelic Foundation Certificate
noting it is “genuine usage.”

My conclusion was an obvious “no.” Despite the
cover’s “genuine” PF certificate, my analysis and
knowledge of small-town Texas leads me to a different conclusion. This cover was altered at a minimum
and more than likely faked all together. It was too
See SPRINGFIELD on Page 9

Texas Postal History Society Journal, Vol. 31, No. 4, November 2006

SPRINGFIELD from Page 8
good to be true!
Summary
Whenever you see that outstanding, one-of-a-kind
item, ask yourself the following questions:
1. What is its provenance?
2. Have I seen items like this before?
3. Does the usage fit the time period?
4. Do the postmarks conform with the town and
period?
5. Does the rate make sense?
Always take postal viewing on an important item
before purchasing and consult multiple experts. Use
your own knowledge and common sense. “Is this
cover too good to be true?” By all means, don’t let
your enthusiasm and excitement “cloud” your judgment. Even experts are susceptible to mistakes.
Editor’s note: As of Oct. 31, 2006, the cover could be seen
on Ebay as item number 9503647098 with a “Buy It Now” price
of $695 from a seller located in Fountain Hills, Arizona. It has
been there for many months.

Page 9

TPHS members to gather at Mid-Cities Expo
Texas Postal History Society members will have an informal
gathering at noon on Nov. 11 at the Mid-Cities Stamp Expo held
at the Grapevine (Texas) Convention Center. The dutch lunch
meeting will be at Wilhoite’s on North Main in Grapevine, a
short distance north of the stamp show. Everyone is invited

Corrections
Corrections from the August, 2006 issue:
On page 18, the Katherine Anne Porter first day cachet was incorrectly credited to Norman Cohen. It was the work of Lyle
Boardman.
The headline for the From the President feature on page 2 had a
quite unspectacular headline with the misspelled “spectactular.”
Text on page 6 of the Texas Kingmaker article under paragraph
beginning June 27, 1932, should have read, “Watt notes ‘Col.
House denies that he ever spoke unkindly about W.W. just after
last meeting . . .’ The correct phrase is “just after first meeting . .
.”
In the Lanny Smith story, figure designations were missing from
the two state designs on page xx but the reader could easily ascertain their identity from the text.

Seeking
Prussian
Closed Mail
covers from
Texas

TOM KOCH
1013 Springbrook Dr.
DeSoto TX 75115
email:
KOCHACABANA@COMCAST.NET

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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COVER FROM
A ‘GUEST OF
THE AYATOLLAH’
By Tom Koch
Twenty-seven years ago this November a gang of Iranian students led about 500 rioters and scaled the gates of
the United States embassy in downtown Tehran. It was the
beginning of what the U.S. refers to as the “Iranian
Hostage Crisis” - a horrific diplomatic situation that lasted
444 days – from Nov. 4, 1979 to Jan. 20, 1981.
The Soviet Union launched an invasion of Afghanistan
in December, 1979, effectively dumping the SALT II arms
control treaty. Carter’s “Rose Garden Diplomacy” soured
on the American public.
Although President Jimmy Carter had lost considerable
mainstream support because of a falling economy that created long gas lines at service stations, both the Democrats
and Ronald Reagan’s Republicans considered the Hostage

In 1981 U.S. Marine Sgt. John
McKeel Jr. of Balch Springs,
Texas salutes Mardi Gras Parade crowds as the only nonentertainer to serve as
“Monarch” for the Krewe of
Bacchus.

Crisis a key election issue in November 1980. At first,
Americans turned to patriotism and bought Iranian flags
just to burn them. But, as the world knows, Americans are
short on patience.
The storming of the embassy came after Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini (shown on page 11) led an Islamic revolutionary government to overthrow U.S.-backed Muhammad Reza Shah Pahlevi. Khomeini had been exiled by the
Shah for years but in the late 1970s he built enough power
to return and challenge the Shah. Pahlevi was exiled. The
Shah was admitted to the U.S. in September for medical
treatment. Khomeini demanded the Shah’s extradition to
Iran but Carter refused. The Shah died anyway in 1980
and Iraq invaded Iran, putting Khomeini in a more receptive mood to release the Americans.
During the campaign in April Carter ordered a secret

Texas Postal History Society Journal, Vol. 31, No. 4, November 2006

Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini

McKeel’s letter to the Dallas Times Herald

Page 11

mission to rescue the hostages. It was a disaster as eight
Americans died and three of the eight helicopters failed
to reach Tehran resulting in an aborted mission. Iranians cheered over the charred bodies of American servicemen.
Most everyone agrees that Iran purposely released
the hostages minutes after Reagan was inaugurated on
Jan. 20, 1981, officially replacing Carter. A half hour
later the hostages were headed home on Algerian
planes. Once they cleared Iranian airspace, Reagan
made his first Presidential announcement - the hostages
were free. A week after their release, the president welcomed them during an elaborate White House ceremony. Some claim today that Republicans orchestrated
the release in exchange for arms while claiming they
did not consort with terrorists.
Among the 52 hostages was a U.S. Marine embassy
guard, Sgt. John D. McKeel, Jr. of Balch Springs,
Texas. McKeel became a hero and inspiration to his fellow hostages for defying his captors and serving in solitary confinement for 42 days on rice and water.
Stripped of clothing, he was not permitted to stand and
walk. His captors told him that his mother had died
even though she was alive and well. He had been an
embassy guard for only a month before his capture. He
never considered himself a hero although he withstood
tortuous treatment.
In mid-January 1980 several family members and
media outlets received letters from the hostages. McKeel sent a letter to his family in Balch Springs
in southeastern Dallas
County. He also sent a
letter to the Dallas
Times Herald. The
cover, shown on page 10,
contained a letter dated
Dec. 24, 1979 from McKeel. The Times Herald
printed the cover and letter
a few days after it was received – on Jan. 17, 1980.
The legal-sized cover
bears the corner card of “The
United States of America / Official Business.” Under it McKeel wrote “American
Hostages.” It is franked by Iranian Persian Rug design stamps
5-rial dark green/light green
(Scott 2031) and 20-rial

See HOSTAGE on Page 12
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green (Scott 2031) and 20-rial brown/gray (Scott 2033)
placed just above a U.S. Air Mail emblem. It is addressed
to “Editor, Dallas Times Hearld (sic), Dallas, Texas, USA”
The enclosure reads:
“Sir,
The American Hostages here in Iran received a ton
of letters from all over America. It is impossible for us
to answer all the letters since a few of us are getting to
write. If you could please put it in your papper (sic)
that we are doing our best and God bless each and
everyone (sic) of them for praying and writting (sic).
P.S. I live in Balch Springs Texas if you could
please have them put it in the Balch Springs Times and
have them sign it in my name telling them thank you. I
cannot tell you how much it would mean to us. God
bless you and America.
Sgt John D. McKeel Jr.
U.S.M.C.”

McKeel returned to Texas and a hometown parade that
featured a U.S. Marine Corps Band and the Dallas Cowboys cheerleaders. Later in 1981 he became the only nonmovie/non-television star to serve as Monarch for the
Krewe of Bacchus in the Mardi Gras Parade at New Orleans. Other Monarchs through the years included Kirk
Douglas, Charlton Heston, Dom Delouise, etc. McKeel
was accepted for the honor when he remarked after the crisis that he and his friends wanted to escape media limelight
and return to “chasing women.”

In the Celebrate the Century Series, the U.S.Postal Service featured
this issue titled “Hostages Come Home” (Scott 3190d) as one of the
milestone events during the 1980s.

This homemade cover was posted in DeSoto, Texas the day the
hostages were released. It shows a photo cachet of the Jan. 20, 1981
Dallas Times Herald afternoon headline announcing the release.

He disliked celebrity status although he did not mind
talking about his captivity. He struggled with alcohol that
put him into the hospital on several occasions. In 1983 he
stayed at a psychiatric center for post-traumatic stress. He
was honorably discharged from the Marines in 1984. He
served in the reserves at the Dallas Naval Air Station until
re-enlisting in 1985. In 1988 the Marines found him unfit
to perform active duty and he was honorably discharged a
second time at Camp Pendleton, Calif. He served 12 years
in the USMC and was disappointed at not being given the
chance to make it 20 years.
On Nov. 1, 1991 McKeel was helping his wife Trudy
manage a 96-unit apartment building in Adelanto, Calif., a
town of 12,000 about 55 miles northeast of Los Angeles
featuring dirt roads, three Circle Ks and no banks or grocery stores. The McKeels were at their unit when Vilawan
Gorman came running toward them in an attempt to flee an
armed robber who had accosted her in the parking lot. She
gave the robber about $30, tore off his mask, then broke
away only to be chased by the perpetrator. McKeel struggled with the robber who fired four shots. The former
hostage had survived an Iranian Ayatollah but not an American parolee. Two bullets to the head killed the 38-year-old
Marine hero.
He told his wife that if something happened to him, he
wanted to donate his kidneys to a friend in need of a transplant but the tissue did not match. McKeel was buried with
military honors at Riverside National Cemetery in Riverside, Calif.
Khomeini died in 1989 of prostate cancer. In his chaotic
public funeral (there were two attempts) eight people were
trampled to death as fanatic followers caused his corpse to
fall out of its box and onto the ground, exposing his feet.
Sources
The Dallas Times Herald, Jan. 17, 1980.
NBC Evening News, Jan. 31, 1981 (text of TV report).
The Dallas Morning News, Nov. 2, 1991; Nov. 3, 1991; Nov. 7, 1991.
Sick, Gary. October Surprise, Times Books, New York, 1991.
Bowden, Mark. Guests of the Ayatollah, Atlantic Monthly Press, New York,
2006.
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Figure 2

Figure 1

Auxiliary Markings

Letters re-mailed by the postmaster
By Michael M. Ludeman
In the previous article in this series, we looked at
misdirected mail. Now we will look at a different type
of forwarding of the mail.
The U.S. Post Office Department apparently had
some concerns that an unscrupulous individual or
business might use the U.S. mails to present the appearance that they were located at some place other
than their actual location by having they correspondence mailed by the postmaster at a post office other
than their own. The various Postal Laws & Regulations (PL&R) in all editions beginning with the one
for 1887 include a section similar to the following:
Sec. 564. Letters under Cover to Postmasters. – Postmasters will forward all first-class matter on which one
full rate of postage is prepaid which may reach them from
any other post office with or without request to mail the
same. Before forwarding, they should cancel the stamps
and indorse in writing or stamp on such matter the following: “RECEIVED AT _______________, UNDER
COVER FROM THE POST OFFICE AT
______________.”

The cover illustrated in Figure 1 shows an example
of one type of this marking in three lines in magenta
ink: “Received under cover / From El Paso Tex / to be
mailed at this office,” where “El Paso Tex” is written
in black ink. This appears to be a philatelic cover sent
by Mr. Fowler to himself since the return address and
the destination address are the same.
A second example is seen in Figure 2, a post card
which was mailed to the post office at Fort Worth,
Texas in 1945. This post card received the postmaster’s handstamp in black which read, “Received
__5/9/45__ AT P O / Fort Worth, Tex., under cover /
From Los Angeles Cal at ________.” This postcard is
also philatelic in nature and there is no message on the
reverse.
I have yet to encounter a commercial cover with
this form of marking and service. What is more surprising is that in spite of the large number of philatelic
postmark request cards and envelopes seen in 20 years
of collecting these, only these two examples with this
marking have been encountered.
Strictly speaking, all philatelic requests for a postmark should have received this marking.
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TPHS
FALL
FLING
Humble, Tex.
Sept. 16, 2006
Guest Craig Eggleston of Dallas and Lyle Boardman

Austin’s Lyle Boardman with Mr. and Mrs. Ed Leissner of San Antonio

Byron Sandfield views pages from the TPHS exhibit that
was on display at Washington 2006

Dealers
Jack Solens
of California
and
Byron
Sandfield of
Dallas

Barb and Jim Stever of Corpus Christi have a light moment with Houston’s John Grosse

At right, this erudite group is in the
midst of some deep and serious discussions about Texas postal history
- Charles Deaton, Jim Stever, John
Grosse, John Germann, Vince King
and Craig Eggleston . . .
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John Germann and Jim Doolin
President Charles Deaton addresses the revelers at the Fall Fling

Vince King, R.M. Ardnt, John Donnes and Charles Deaton during a midnight coffee session in the hotel lobby

There was actually a business meeting on Saturday that included John
Foster, Vince King (back to camera), Jim Doolin, Carol Arndt and Bill McDaniel.

Ed Leissner and his wife show Texas covers to John Foster (standing)
and his wife Katherine (far right)

Vince King, Jim Doolin and John Donnes at the Fall Fling
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K

My Texas cover inventory is as sorry as
they come, but I have lots of other fun
covers organized along traditional lines.
If you have any budget left after shopping
with the big boys, drop me an e-mail with
your wants, or take a peek at my website
www.postalhysteria.net

And of course, cover collectors are
always welcome at my office.

Postal

Hysteria

108 N. SMYTHE ST. N
B O W I E, T X 7 6 2 3 0
C E L L P H O N E 9 4 0 . 8 4 1. 4 5 9 1
jeffswitt@sbcglobal.net

Harris Stamp Shop
TEXANA
Stamps for Collectors
Postal History of the World
Collections, Appraisals
Collectibles
4141 Directors Row, Suite D
Houston, Texas
713-227-1811

shop@harrisstampshop.com
www.harrisstampshop.com
Open Tuesday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
(Sunday & Monday by appointment)
Ephemera, numismatic items, reference literature,
revenue & cinderellas, etc. Internet sales for client material and consignments
Member, Texas Postal History Society

UTD’s Wineburgh Library
catalogs philatelic journals
Those who search McDermott Library’s catalog via the Internet now have access to more information about holdings in the
Wineburgh Philatelic Research Library located in Special Collections at The University of Texas at Dallas, Richardson TX.
During the past six months journals in the Wineburgh were assigned catalog numbers for the first time and they were added to
the on-line database. Collectors and researchers can search the titles for free from home or office or in the library itself. The site
location is http://www.utdallas.edu/library/. The listing does not
provide entire articles but is a guide to what journal titles are
available and the scope of volumes and issues in the collection.
The library’s home page provides a quick search using a
choice of title, journal/periodical title, author, Library of Congress headings, or call number. If you are certain of the title or
author’s name, searching is quick. Computer searching can be
very unforgiving when it comes to spelling errors or misplaced
words. Patrons must omit words such as “A,” “An,” and “The” in
front of titles. Authors or editors should be searched by last name
first.
A more detailed search is available through subject or a “key
word” search. This usually produces a considerable number of
“hits” which then have to be narrowed by discarding the listings
you do not need. The advantage is that the search is wider and
you may find information in an unexpected source.
Some examples of subject headings are:
Cancellations (Philately)
Postage stamps – Errors
Postage stamps – Forgeries
Postage stamps – Italy
Postage stamps – Topics – Maps
Postage stamps – Topics – Pharmacy
Postage stamps – United States – Catalogs
Postal service – Texas - Postmasters
Postcards
Postmarks – Collectors and collecting
Prisoners of war – Confederate States of America – Postal Service
Railway mail service
Revenue stamps – Canada
If you have questions you can contact the McDermott Library
reference department at 972-883-2643 or Special Collections at
972-883-2570. The library’s home page includes a clickable “Ask
a Librarian” feature that enables the patron to send a question
over the Internet directly to a reference librarian via e-mail or to
contact a University of Texas System librarian through live chat.
The Wineburgh Library is the official repository of the Texas
Philatelic Association and the Texas Postal History Society. The
coordinator of Special Collections is Erik D. Carlson, Ph.D.
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Do money order advice
forms and parcel tags
rate as postal history?

By Jim Doolin

The term “back of the book”
refers to stamps listed in the back
of or behind the regular issue U.S.
stamps in the Scott Catalog.
Though there is no one catalog for
the listing of all U.S. postal history, the term “back of the book”
could easily be applied to the items
shown here, except these items are
not listed in any book. They are
probably best described as “collateral postal history.”
These items are in-house postal
forms that postmarks were applied
to as they were issued and received
by post offices. The first item is an
“Advice of U.S. Postal Money
Order.” The issuing post office had
a special M.O.B. (money order
business) date stamp that would be
used on the date the money order
was purchased. The issuing office
in this case, Columbus, Texas
would then mail this form to the
Post Office where the money order
was to be cashed, in this case, Industry, Texas. The Industry postmaster dated the back of this form
when he received it, and again on
the day he cashed the money order.
This advice of money order was issued in Columbus on April 26,
1898 and cashed in Industry on
May 7, 1898. The face amount was
86 cents.
The second item shown is an “insured parcel” tag
which had been attached to a package. The package
was mailed on March 11, 1914 from Columbus, Texas
and received on March 12, 1914 in Industry, Texas.
The tag was signed by the addressee on receipt of the

package. The back of the tag contains printed instructions that the delivering post office was to keep it for
one year before disposal. In the case of both items
shown here, the Industry postmaster must have kept
these for decades before they eventually reached the
hands of collectors.
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Deaton completes 2 years as President;
King to take over top TPHS position
Our esteemed founder and current President Charlie
Deaton will “retire” for a second time as president of the
organization at year’s end (See President’s message and
Editor’s message on page 2).
Taking over presidential duties for 2007 will be Vince
King of Denton, Texas. Vince has been an able and innovative member of TPHS leadership the past two years as
Vice President. Stepping in as Vice President will be Jim
Doolin of Lewisville, Texas. Jim has been a regular contributor to the Journal and has assisted in organizing the
recent Spring and Fall Fling socials.
King has authored the new Seen at Auction feature in
the Journal the past eight issues and initiated the Fall and
Spring Fling socials at Houston and Dallas. These events
have clearly added fellowship and fun to our two
statewide meetings.
He is currently working on completing the digitized
Journal index that was so diligently organized by Michael
Ludeman and Secretary-Treasurer Lyle Boardman. That
will be a valuable tool in the research for information
available in the Journal since 1975. Being digitized it will
be easy to update.

MAJOR BUYER
R EPUBL I C O F T E X A S
CO V E RS
from
Early 1836 to Early 1846
Reasonable Condition
Rex H. “Jim” Stever
44 Camden Place
Corpus Christi TX 78412-2613
Fax: 361-991-4688
rhstever@hotmail.com
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

WANTED!
WW I & Post War Period
(1917 - 1920)

Texas Military Aviation
Training Field Covers, Cards
Camp Dick
Call Field
Barron Field
Hicks Field
Ellington Field

Rich Field
Taliaferro Field
Kelly Field
Love Field
Carruthers Field

Please Contact:
Erik D. Carlson, Ph.D.
Wineburgh Philatelic Research Library
McDermott Library - UT Dallas MC 33
PO Box 830643, Richardson TX 75083-0643
Email: carlson@utdallas.edu
Phone: 972-883-2507
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Texas History Timeline

Kreg Walvoord

Texas deaths of politicians
noted on U.S. postage stamps

Nov. 2, 1949 – The old and dilapidated French Legation
building in Austin, once home of the French charge’ de’affaires
to the Republic of Texas, was handed over by the Texas legislature to the custody of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas
who restored it and continue to maintain it to this day. Please
read A History of the French Legation in Texas by Kenneth
Hafertepe, Texas State Historical Assn., 1989.
Nov. 7, 1861 – Francis R. Lubbock, Democrat, became Governor of Texas. Read Texas in the Confederacy by Clayton Jewett, Univ. of Missouri Press, 2002.
Nov. 10, 1914 – The Houston Ship Channel was officially
opened after years of dredging. For further information read The
Book of Texas Bays by Jim Blackburn, Texas A&M Univ. Press,
2004.
Nov. 16, 1961 – Sam Rayburn died on
this day in 1961. He had served as congressman for the fourth Texas congressional district in the U.S. House of
Representatives for 48 years, and Speaker
of the House for 21 of those. Read Rayburn: A Biography by D.B. Hardeman,
Texas Monthly Press, 1987.
Nov. 19, 1854 – When Sam Houston
married Margaret Lea in 1840 some
thought the marriage couldn’t possibly
work because of Sam’s love for drink, but Margaret loved him
and devoted herself to reforming him. It took 14 years, but Margaret’s proudest moment came on this day in 1854 when Sam
was led to the baptizin’ hole on Rocky Creek behind the Independence Baptist Church. As Houston came up out of the water
the minister said, “Your sins are washed away.” Sam said he
hoped so, “but Lord help the fish down below.” Read Sam Houston by James Haley, Univ. of Oklahoma Press, 2002.
Nov. 22, 1963 – John F. Kennedy, 25th President of the
United States, was assassinated in Dallas. He was pronounced
dead at 1 p.m. Vice President
Lyndon B. Johnson took the
presidential oath of office at
2:39 p.m. at Lowe Air Force
Field, Dallas. Please consult
JFK, LBJ, and the Democratic
Party by Sean Savage, State
Univ. of New York Press, 2004.
Nov. 25, 1835 – The Texas
navy was created and consisted of four fast schooners. More information can be found in New Orleans and the Texas Revolution
by Edward Miller, Texas A&M Univ. Press, 2004.

Dec. 4, 1835 – After weeks of stalemate outside San Antonio,
with the Texian army on the verge of disintegrating, seemingly
unable to dislodge the Mexican army inside the city, Ben Milam
just couldn’t take it anymore and took charge. He leapt atop a
wagon, raised his rifle above his head, and shouted, “Who will
go with old Ben Milam into Bexar?” 300 men, inspired by
Milam’s leadership, arose and stormed the town. Milam was
killed in the assault, but the Texians prevailed forcing the Mexican Army under General Cos to surrender. Further information
can be found in Texian Iliad by Stephen Hardin, Univ. of Texas
Press, 1994.
Dec. 9, 1844 – Anson Jones was
sworn in as the final President of the
Republic of Texas. Please read Anson
Jones: The Last President of Texas by
Herbert Gambrell, Univ. of Texas Press,
1964.
Dec. 14, 1837 – The Republic of
Texas government created five new
counties: Fannin, Fayette, Fort Bend,
Montgomery and Robertson. For more
information consult Lone Star Rising by
Anson Jones
William Davis, Free Press, 2004.
Dec. 17, 1861 – At the beginning of
the Civil War, Benjamin Terry organized the Eighth Texas Cavalry and led it to Virginia to fight Yankees. On this day he was
killed in a fight near Woodsonville, Virginia. From that day on
the unit he organized became known as Terry’s Texas Rangers.
Read The Confederates of Chappell Hill, Texas by Stephen
Chicoine, McFarland, 2005.
Dec. 19, 1959 – The last surviving Civil War veteran, Texan
Walter Williams, who had served in Hood’s Texas Brigade, died
on this day. During his burial at Mount Pleasant cemetery in
Franklin two songs were played, Dixie and the Yellow Rose of
Texas. For more information read John Bell Hood and the War
for Southern Independence, Univ. of Nebraska Press, 1992.
Dec. 20, 1877 – Outlaw Sam Bass robbed the Fort Worth-Cleburne stage. His total take was $11.25. Read A Sketch of Sam
Bass, the Bandit, by Charles Martin, Univ. of Oklahoma Press,
1956.
Dec. 21, 1821 – Jane Long gave birth to the first known
Anglo baby born on Texas soil. Mary James Long was born in
Long’s fort at Bolivar Point on Galveston Island. Though the
child did not live long, Jane Long, is today known as the mother
of Anglo Texas. See Jane Long: The Mother of Texas by CatherSee TEXAS TIMELINE on Page 20
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maintain it to this day. See Alamo Images: Changing Perceptions
of a Texas Experience by Susan Shoelwer, Southern Methodist
Univ.
Press, 1985.
Catherine Gonzalez, Eakin Press, 1982.
Jan.
15, 1897 – John Duval, the last surDec. 23, 1820 – Moses Austin met with Governor Antonio de
viving
member
of the Goliad Massacre died
Martinez in San Antonio. He laid out his plan to bring 300 famipeacefully
in
Fort
Worth. For more informalies of colonists to Texas. Three weeks later the plan was aption
read
Remember
Goliad by Craig Roell,
proved. For more information see Moses Austin: His Life by
Texas
State
Historical
Assn., 1994.
David Gracy, Trinity Univ. Press, 1987.
Jan.
15,
1963
–
John
B. Connally, DemocDec. 24, 1861 – Waco University received its charter from the
rat,
was
sworn
in
as
Governor.
Read Constate. 25 years later it would merge with Baylor University. Read
Goliad
nally:
The
Adventures
of
Big
Bad
John by
History of Baylor University, 1845-1861 by Michael White, TexCharles
Ashman,
Morrow,
1974.
ian Press, 1968.
Jan. 16, 1934 – When Clyde Barrow’s partner in crime RayDec. 27, 1836 – Stephen F.
mond
Hamilton was sentenced to 263 years in the Texas State
Austin died. His last words, rePrison
he boasted, “I’ll be back with Clyde before you know it.”
flecting his hopes for the new
It
was
no
idle boast. On Jan. 16, 1934 on the Eastham Prison
Republic he helped found were,
Farm
near
Huntsville, Barrow suddenly rose from a ditch and
“Texas is recognized. Did you
sprayed
the
prison guards with small arms fire. Hamilton and
see it in the paper?” Please read
Barrow
ran
to
a nearby car and made a successful getaway.
Stephen F. Austin: Empresario
Within
two
years,
however, both men would be killed by lawof Texas by Gregg Cantrell, Yale
men.
Read
The
True
Story of Bonnie and Clyde by Emma
Univ. Press, 1999.
Parker,
New
American
Library, 1968.
Jan. 1, 1863 – John Bankhead Magruder led a Confederate
Jan.
19,
1943
–
Janis
Joplin was born in Port Arthur. You can
force which retook Galveston from federal invaders in what beread
more
about
her
in
Scars
of Sweet Paradise by Alice Echols,
came known as the Battle of Galveston. Read Galveston: A HisMetropolitan
Books,
1999.
tory of the Island by Gary Cartwright, Maxwell Macmillan,
Jan. 20, 1891 – James S. Hogg, Democrat, was sworn in as
1991.
Governor.
Please read James Stephen Hogg by
Jan. 11, 1874 – Gail Borden died in the Colorado County
Robert
Cotner,
Univ. of Texas Press, 1959.
town of Bordenville. He had been surveyor for Stephen F.
Jan.
22,
1973
– Lyndon B. Johnson died
Austin’s colony in 1830, publisher of one of the earliest Texas
on
this
day.
Please
consult Big Daddy from
newspapers The Telegraph and Texas Register, and had laid out
the
Pedernales
by
Paul
Conkin, Twayne
the site for the town of Houston. Later in life he became an inPublishers,
1986.
ventor. He designed a wind powered wagon for use on land and
Jan. 25, 1839 – The Republic of
water and developed an unsuccessful dehydrated sandwich. The
Texas
adopted a new flag on this day in
invention which finally brought him fame and fortune though
1839,
the
one we recognize today as the
was his process for making condensed milk. For more informastate
flag. The previous flag
tion read Milk, Meat Biscuits, and Terraqueous Machine by
Janis Joplin
called
the national standard was
Mary Dodson Wade, Eakin Press, 1987.
a blue banner with a lone gold star in its center. See
Jan. 12, 1920 – Before Martin Luther King Jr. became the
Texas Flags by Robert Maberry, Texas A&M Univ.
most celebrated leader of the civil rights movement there was
Press, 2001.
James Farmer. Born in Marshall on this day, Farmer founded
Jan. 28, 1960 – Clint Murchison and
the Congress of Racial Equality, and pioneered the use of
Bedford
Wynne were awarded a franchise
non-violent protest, organizing sit-ins and freedom rides
from
the
National Football League for a
across the South. Read Lay Bare
new
team
in Dallas. They decided to call
the Heart: An Autobiography
their
team
the Cowboys and picked Tom
of the Civil Rights Movement
Landry
to
be
head coach. Originally
by James Farmer, TCU Press,
stocked
with
36
retreads and has-beens
1998.
from
other
teams,
the Cowboys strugJan. 14, 1901 – Clara
gled,
losing
their
first
10 games. Empty
Driscoll’s letter to the editor of
Dandy Don Meredith
seats
were
more
plentiful
than paying fans.
the San Antonio Express was
The
Cowboys
also
had
local
competition;
an
already
established
published on this day. In her letter she wrote that the Alamo was
AFL
team
owned
by
Lamar
Hunt
called
the
Dallas
Texans.
(The
in decline and that, “all the unsightly obstructions should be torn
Texans
would
eventually
move
to
Kansas
City
to
become
the
away from the Alamo chapel.” Thus she began the effort to seChiefs). The Cowboys soon had something going for them, an
cure and preserve the Alamo as a shrine. The Daughters of the
exciting young quarterback from SMU named Don Meredith.
Republic of Texas tried to solicit contributions to acquire the
Fans started attending and by the mid-60s the Cowboys were
Alamo and the state government would not put up any money.
ready to become champions. Read The Boys by Skip Bayless,
Finally, Clara Driscoll put up her own money. She bought the
Pocket
Books, 1994.
Alamo and turned it over to the Daughters of the Republic who
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