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Seems like most of us are now recovering from our

post-TEXPEX 2007 philatelic hangover.  If you were not

able to attend the show, you missed a truly remarkable

TPHS event.  We had record attendance at our Spring Fling

on Friday night with several members showing covers,

computer images of scanned material and telling postal his-

tory “war-stories” well past midnight.

TPHS Vice President Jim Doolin graciously donated a

copy of Walt Schmidt's Encyclopedia of Texas Post Offices
for an impromptu auction with the proceeds being gifted to

the TPHS.  After fierce bidding, Charlie Deaton came

down with the prize for a mere $100. Many thanks to Jim

and Charlie for their contributions.

Saturday morning Jim Stever - aka “Republic Rex” -

treated us all with a PowerPoint presentation on Republic

of Texas Postal Rates and their development.  The covers

highlighted in this presentation were fascinating.  Later that

morning our bi-annual meeting was held with an unusually

large quorum.  Lyle Boardman introduced us to the new

TPHS Journal CD which went one sale at TEXPEX.  Lyle

deserves a big THANK YOU from all members for com-

piling this fully-indexed Journal archive. It contains scans

of all Journal issues from 1975 to 2006 and an index for

quick research.  This is a “must have” for any serious Texas

postal history collector . . . See more on the CD in an arti-

cle on Page 8 of this issue.

Finally, as a reminder Charles Deaton and I are still ac-

tively soliciting all members for scans of their Texas CSA

material so that an up-to-date Texas section can be pre-

sented in the new Confederate States Handbook that is

planned for completion in 2010.

I hope everyone has an enjoyable summer and vacation

season.

From the President

Spring Fling experienced

record attendance in 2007   
Vince King
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From the Editor

Submerged post office sites

offer unusual collecting area
Tom Koch

In the early 1950s President Truman gave the boot to

Zapata, Texas. He decided the fate of this Rio Grande bor-

der town and several others by approving the flooding of

the International Falcon Reservoir in 1953 (see cover and

old newspaper clipping on the front of this issue). The orig-

inal townsite and post office were abandoned and replaced

by a new town on higher ground that was also named Zap-

ata. Old Zapata still lies underwater.

The post office at Old Zapata was initially named Car-

rizo, then San Bartolo until in 1901 when  it was named

after Col. Antonio Zapata, famed border Indian fighter and

a leader against the central government in Mexico City.

In the 1950s, house by house, the old town of Zapata

was moved out of the new reservoir bed. An entire grave-

yard of 1,650 buried souls was moved to New Zapata, lo-

cated some three miles north of the original townsite.

There were lawsuits, of course, with Old Zapata resi-

dents demanding full payment for their property before

they abandoned the ground.

A new Zapata County seat of 3,000 people was estab-

lished in the new town of Zapata, a combination of the in-

undated villages of Zapata, Falcon, Lopeno, Ramireno,

Uribeno, Chapeno and San Ignacio.

Ironically, that same year the reservoir was flooded,

20th Century Fox debuted the movie “Viva Zapata” star-

ring Marlon Brando and Jean Peters and written by John

Steinbeck. The subject was a different Zapata - Emiliano

Zapata who was inclined to broad streaks of banditry and

cavalier cruelty.

On Oct. 19, 1953, President Eisenhower met Mexican

President Adolfo Ruiz Cortines at the Rio Grande to dedi-

cate the $47 million international dam. More than 20 peo-

ple, including some of Mexico’s leading newspaper

reporters and entertainers, were killed in a plane crash

while enroute to the Falcon Dam ceremony.

The frequent creation of man-made reservoirs in Texas

offer the Texas postal history collector an unusual specialty

- town cancels from underwater post office sites. These are

basically DPOs or sites that have been moved. The more

densely populated old settlements of East Texas seem to

have been affected the most by the creation of huge reser-

voirs.

With the help of Texas Post Offices by County by

John Germann and Myron Janzen, and The Handbook of
Texas Online, one can begin a study of Texas post offices

where former town and post office sites are now sub-

merged or partially submerged.

The maps by Janzen particularly identify townsites

now located under Texas lakes. There is the case of

Wardville, Texas of Johnson County (see “Early Johnson

County” by Nonie Green, TPHS Journal, Feb., 1999, pp. 4-

7). The Wardville townsite sits submerged below Lake

Cherokee.

Moving north to Grayson County one finds the town-

site of DPO Cedar Mills under the waters of Lake Texoma.

The chore is finding covers from these “vanished” post of-

fice sites. I am the first to admit that the following is a

sketchy, preliminary list of “Submerged Post Office Sites

of Texas” (county noted in parentheses):

CEDAR MILLS (Grayson). Post office operated from 10-7-

1872 to 4-15-1907. Mail was then sent to Steedman. It

was a lumbering and farming community settled about

1870 with grists and sawmills in cedar groves near the

Red River. It featured a hotel, church and race track.

With the construction of the Denison Dam and creation

of Lake Texoma in 1944, the town was submerged in

the lake and Cedar Mills disappeared.

HAGERMAN (Grayson). PO established 1-18-1909 until 1-

16-1943. Originally called Steedman. Was stop on Katy

railroad in northwest part of county. Site submerged

upon creation of Lake Texoma.

HALSELL (Clay). Post office began in 1901 and closed in

1919. Was on the Red River and Southwestern rail line

between henrietta and Archer City but likely suffered

when the railroad discontinued service in 1921. The

townsite was inundated when Lake Arrowhead was

built in western Clay County in 1965.

HANCOCK (Comal). The PO opened in a private resi-

dence in 1914, then was located in the Guenther store

before being discontinued. When Canyon Lake dam

was completed in the early 1960s, the townsite was

submerged.

MOSSVILLE (Cooke). Disappeared upon the creation of

See UNDER WATER on Page 4
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Hubert H. Moss Lake in 1966 in

central Cooke County.

PRESTON (Grayson). Started as early

as 1837 as Holland Coffee’s Trading

House on the Red River. Fort Pre-

ston was built there in 1840. The

post office moved from Coffee’s to

site near Katy RR in 1872. The site

of Old Preston was submerged with

creation of Lake Texoma. The new

site still exists but is on a rural deliv-

ery route out of Pottsboro.

SPARTA (Bell). Post office opened in

1873 but closed in 1920. Site was

inundated by the daming of the

Leon River to impound Belton Lake

in the 1950s.

ZAPATA (Zapata). The historic town of

Zapata was inundated by Interna-

tional Falcon Reservoir in 1953.

Was replaced in 1952-53 with a new

town on higher ground called Zap-

ata, the county seat. Old Zapata

originally called Carrizo. Site of Fort

Drum, a U.S. military post in 1852.

The following Texas towns are sketchy but

could be considered with further research

(town, date post office opened, (county),

lake or reservoir):

Allison, 1892-1894 (Williamson). Under Granger Lake.

Bell’s Ferry, 1-31-1891 (Jasper). Under Sam Rayburn Reservoir.

Bluffton, 1898 (Llano). Under Lake Buchanan.

Bullisford, 2-9-1882 to 9-29-1882 (Val Verde). Under Amistad?

Cactus Hill, 7-7-1860 and 1-8-1883 (Wise). Under Lake Bridgeport.

Caddell, 1890-1903,(San Augustine). Under Sam Rayburn.

Conel, 1878-1880 (Williamson). Under Granger Lake.

Coffee’s Station, Preston (1852 & 1887). Under Lake Texoma. 

Cornelia, 3-15-1918 (Live Oak). Under Lake Corpus Christi.

Crain’s Mill (CSA (Comal). Under Canyon Lake.

Debard’s (partial), end of Republic (Smith). Under Lake Palestine.

Duncan 8-4-1882 (Jasper). Under Steenbegan Lake. 

Echo, 10-27-1879 (Live Oak). Under Lake Corpus Christi.

Fairdale, 3-31-1950. (Sabine). Under Toledo Bend Reservoir.

Falcon, 2-29-1932 (Zapata). Under Intl. Falcon Reservoir.

Fish Creek, CSA (Cooke). Under Moss Lake.

Geneva, 1841-4. (San Jacinto). Under Lake Livingston.

Hancock (1914) (Comal). Under Canyon Lake.

Hancock (1916), 11-30-1934 (Comal). Under Canyon Lake.

Jack Camp, 4-30-1891 (Polk). Under Lake Livingston.

Johnson’s Bluff, 184. (San Jacinto). Under Lake Livingston.

Kickapoo, 4-25-1933 (Polk). Under Lake Livingston.

Lopena 3-31-1920 (Zapata). Under Intl. Falcon Reservoir.

Lopeno 4-1-1910-OP (Zapata). Under Intl. Falcon Reservoir.

Lopeno, 1920 (Zapata). Under Intl. Falcon Reservoir.

McCrawsville, 6-18-1877 (Cooke). Under Moss Lake.

McGee’s 10-21-1853. (San Jacinto). Under Lake Livingston.

Moon, 2-27-1897 (Baylor). Under Lake Kemp.

Morris (1880), 2-18-1889 (partial) (Dallas) Under Lake Ray Hubbard.

Myricks, 3-21-81 (Shelby). Under Toledo Bend Reservoir.

Neches Saline (partial), 11-7-1851 (Smith). Under Lake Palestine.

Oakdale Bayou, 1-15-1900. (Sabine). Under Toledo Bend Reservoir.

Pendleton (1877 & 1907) (Sabine). Under Toledo Bend Reservoir.

Quarry, 4-30-1908 (Washington). Under Lake Somerville.

Randolphsville 1-22-1857. (San Jacinto). Under Lake Livingston.

Red Mount (1854) (Sabine). Under Toledo Bend Reservoir.

Sabine (1841) (Sabine). Under Toledo Bend Reservoir.

Sabine Lake, 2-16-1861 (Hunt). Under Lake Tawakoni. 

Shed, 8-4-1900 (Panola). Partially under Lake Murval? 

Sparta, partial, 3-20-1876 (Bell). Partially under water.

Stewarts Creek, 1886 (same site) (Denton). Under Lake Lewisville.

Stewartsville, 9-20-1847 (Denton). Under Lake Lewisville.

Swindells, 10-4-1881 (Baylor). Under Lake Kemp.

Texana, 11-27-1885 (Jackson). Under Lake Texana.

Thomasville, partial, 12-2-1878 (Bell). Partially under water.

Walnut Grove (1843). (San Jacinto). Under Lake Livingston.

Wardville, 11-26-1857 (Johnson). Under Lake Cleburne.

Washita, Colville, Preston (1880) (Grayson). Under Lake Texoma.

Zana, 1886 – 1916 (San Augustine). Under Sam Rayburn Reservoir.

SOUTHERN

ZAPATA

COUNTY

Used with permission from

Texas Post Offices by County
by John Germann and Myron

Janzen

UNDER WATER
From Page 3
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by Douglas N. Clark

In an article in the November 2006 Texas Postal His-
tory Journal, Michael M. Ludeman illustrated two cov-

ers with handstamps reading RECEIVED AT

_____________, UNDER COVER FROM THE POST

OFFICE AT __________. or words to that effect.

I had seen such a handstamp, but was surprised to see

that it was actually mandated in the Postal Laws and
Regulations (1887 PL&R, Sec. 564) and it made me

wonder what would create such a traffic for covers sent

under cover to postmasters. Ludeman's two examples

give few clues and the author concludes, probably cor-

rectly, that both are philatelic, sent to acquire postmarks

of Albuquerque, NM and Fort Worth, TX.

Figure 1 is a third example of a “received under

cover” marking. The cover, a large size 2c Hartford

postal stationery entire, was folded several times and

bears the return address of the addressee, a Fred D. Pol-

lard, of Proctorsville, Vermont. It has an adhesive added,

with two strikes of a Galveston, Tex. 1908 duplex. This

does not look like it was just sent for an example of the

postmark. So why did Mr. Pollard send this cover, to be

returned to himself?

The likely answer is given in Figure 2, which shows a

catalogue of 2-cent envelopes for sale by Bryant Pollard,

of Proctorsville. The catalogue, dated 1911, was lent to

Non-Philatelic ‘Received Under Cover’

Figure 1

Figure 2See UNDER COVER on Page 7
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UNDER COVER from Page 6

me by postal stationery authority George Norton, who

also showed me a copy of a letter from the J.M. Bartels

Co. to Fred Pollard, concerning postal stationery mat-

ters. Evidently Fred Pollard was an employee and rela-

tive of Bryant Pollard and it was he who sent the

envelope under cover to the postmaster at Galveston,

with an order for postal stationery. 

Those were the days when collectors were looking for

varieties of the recut (“retouched”) 2c Hartford postal

stationery of 1903 and they made a habit of writing to

postmasters around the country to obtain samples of

what they had in their offices.

Just to make things a little weirder, the entire was

postmarked, then the 2c adhesive was applied and then it

was post marked again. The postmarks are both Galve-

ston and both the same day, but the postmark under the

stamp reads, with the aid of a light table, 11AM; the sec-

ond postmark is 2PM. One can surmise that the Galve-

ston postmaster filled the order, postmarked the entire

(sent to him under cover) and then, several hours later,

decided he had better add a second rate.

So here is an example showing a reason, other than

obtaining a postmark, for sending a cover, under cover,

to a postmaster. And it is not philatelic . . . much.



Page 8 Texas Postal History Society Journal, Vol. 32, No. 2, May 2007

At TEXPEX held in Dallas from April 13-15, 2007, the society

offered for sale  its new compact disk complete with images of

every page of every TPHS Journal from the beginning in 1975

through 2006. Included is a full combined index to aid research.

As a bonus, project coordinator Lyle Boardman included maps

of Texas counties, a Texas map of 1836 and a Texas railroad map

of 1900.

The index for Volumes 1-20 was compiled by Richard H. Byne

and completed in December, 1995. The index for Volumes 21-31

was compiled by Michael Ludeman and Lyle Boardman with as-

sistance from Vince King and completed in January 2007. The

data is combined in one complete index on the CD.

The first 29 volumes were typed and photocopied in 8 1/2 by

11 inch format. Beginning with volume 30, the Journal is printed

in color in magazine format by Adventure Graphics owner and

TPHS member Norman Cohen of Dallas.

The new index uses corrected volume/issue numbers. There is

a Subject Index and an Author Index. The data is provided in

Adobe Portable Document Format (pdf). Users are able to print

out pages for hard copy reference.

Other listings include winners of the Dr. William H.P. Emery

Awards for Texas postal history exhibits and all of the editors of

the Journal.
The CD is available to members for $25 postpaid. Non-mem-

bers can order the CD for $43. The price includes a one-year

membership in the TPHS and a year’s worth of new Journals. To

order please contact Lyle Boardman, 3916 Wyldwood, Austin TX

78739-3005 or email LCboardman@aol.com.

There are several excellent reference books for the collector of

Texas postal history and post offices. The full and up-to-date

index and electronic journal offering here should be a key addi-

tion to the library of any serious student of Texas postal history.

Plus, the electronic version requires a minimum of space. The

following is an example of the importance of having a strong

knowledge of your area of collecting.

A few years ago Ted Bahry (TB)  interviewed Arizona postal

history dealer Jim Forte (JF) on his internet radio show, “Major

Ted’s Stamp Talk.” Here is an exchange during that interview:

JF – It’s rare that I can’t go to a show and buy a $100 cover for

$5 or less.

TB – That is where your study and knowledge pay off. You

must have a terrific reference library.

JF – Certainly hundreds, maybe even thousands of books plus

journals and articles. Bottom line is without the reference mate-

rial you don’t know what you are doing.

TB - Do you think most collectors are reluctant to build a phil-

atelic library?

JF - Absolutely, if the average collector has a three-year old

set of Scott’s they are doing better than most. Which is unfortu-

nate because there are so many books that have been published

covering so many aspects of philately that it is just a shame that

more people don’t take advantage of it to increase their enjoy-

ment. Having a website I get a lot of questions and the most fre-

quent answer I have to give people is go to your local library and

look at the Scott stamp catalog. I get a feeling they are dum-

founded someone would suggest they go to a library.

TPHS Journal and Index CD debuts at TEXPEX 2007
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Texas Postal History Society member Gordon G. Bleuler of

Dallas died on Jan. 31, 2007. Gordon was highly respected

throughout the philatelic world for his knowledge, depth and qual-

ity of his collections. One of his greatest pleasures was teaching

others about philately and mentoring postal history collectors.

Perhaps his greatest contribution to Texas postal history - and to

postal history in general - was his ability to recognize the major

role covers could play in philately

during the first half of the 20th

Century. He was a pioneer in spe-

cializing in postal history. His en-

joyment of postal history when

many people in the business con-

sidered covers burdensome and

practically worthless resulted in

the compilation of superbly-con-

ditioned material and remarkable

collections not only of Texas ma-

terial but also of Indian Territory,

the Great White Fleet, Civil War,

Columbian Exposition, Valen-

tines, Zeppelin flights, the Great

White Fleet, Hawaii, Spanish

American War and the Belgian

Congo.

And his collections did not end there.

He was born on Jan. 9, 1917 in Muskogee, Okla. He grew up in

Tulsa where, at age 15, he became a founding member of the

Oklahoma Philatelic Society. His exhibits won many awards dur-

ing the 1930s. He sold those collections and used the funds to

begin payment on a home in the Oak Cliff section of Dallas where

he began a 42-year career in accounting at Atlantic Richfield Co.

He became a member of the Texas Philatelic Association and

served that organization as an officer and exhibitor.

Occasionally when one of the Collectors Club of Dallas mem-

bers found a rare, if not “unique” philatelic item, other members

joked that Gordon probably had four of five of the same item. On

most occasions it wasn’t a joke.

A member of numerous philatelic organizations, Bleuler re-

mained active in the Collectors Club of Dallas for more than 30

years up to the time of his death. He became a life member of the

Texas Philatelic Association in 1940 and received that organiza-

tion’s top recognition - the Distinguished Philatelic Texan - in

2001. He was a prolific writer with significant contributions in The
American Philatelist, The Texas Philatelist, The Texas Postal His-
tory Society Journal and in Texas:  The Drama of Its Postal Past
by Alex L. ter Braake in 1970. He was a consultant and provided

almost all of the cover illustrations for An Encyclopedia of Texas
Post Offices by Walter Schmidt in 1993.

Gordon was preceded in death by his wife Nina Ruth. He is sur-

vived by son Gordon Bleuler, Jr.; brother Jack H. Bleuler and sis-

ter-in-law Georgene Bleuler. He was a member of the Preston

Hollow Presbyterian Church in Dallas.

Gordon Bleuler

1949

1948

1953

A great Texas postal historyA great Texas postal history

collector and mentorcollector and mentor
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TPHS
at

TEXPEX
April 14, 2007

Jim Stever presents a

seminar and PowerPoint

presentation titled “Re-

public of Texas Postal

History” during the 111th

Annual Meeting of the

Texas Philatelic Associ-

ation. 

TPHS president Vince King announces the

sale of the society’s new CD that contains

an index and all pages of the TPHS Jour-
nal from 1975 to 2006. See page 8 for de-

tails.

At right, Charlie Deaton

welcomes a host of cus-

tomers at his table in the

TEXPEX bourse.

TPA member and TEX-

PEX dealer Warren

Crain presents the

Texas Stamp Dealers

Association’s “Most

Popular Exhibit Award”

for 2007 to Roland

Austin for his exhibit

“Postal History of the

1954 Liberty Series.” 
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Above, Jim Doolin

shows a Columbus,

Texas cover during

the Show and Tell

session.

At right, TPHS

President Vince

King discusses the

Confederate Stamp

Alliance project to

scan Texas CSA

covers for a com-

plete new publica-

tion on Confederate

Philately in 2010.

The TPHS welcomed several

guests from other state postal

history societies to its general

meeting at TEXPEX 2007. Left

to right, Jim Doolin, TPHS vice

president; Frank Crown, Geor-

gia Postal History Society;

David L. Straight, Missouri

Postal History Society; and

Vince King, TPHS president.

Straight has been a Trustee of

the American Philatelic Re-

search library and is an APS

Director-at-Large. Crown is a

prolific writer in the areas of

Confederate philately and

Georgia postal history.

TPHS
at

TEXPEX
April 14, 2007



Page 12 Texas Postal History Society Journal, Vol. 32, No. 2, May 2007

TPHS
at

TEXPEX
April 14, 2007

Tom Koch of DeSoto,

Texas, second from

right, receives the Dis-

tinguished Philatelic

Texan Award from the

Texas Philatelic Associa-

tion. He is shown with

fellow TPA and TPHS

members Lyle Board-

man, far left, William Mc-

Daniel and Jim Stever.

Since 1974 the award

has been presented 31

times for service and

contributions to the TPA,

Texas postal history, the

science of philately, ex-

hibitions and other phila-

telic organizations.

TPHS member Bob Benner of Richardson, Texas,

with his daughter Anne, receives the Waterford Crys-

tal Texas image as the recipient of the fifth TEXPEX

Service to Philately Award for longtime service to the

hobby and the show. Bob was the banquet emcee.

TPHS founder Charles Deaton of Austin, Texas, right, receives the

Forcheimer Award for outstanding original articles appearing in the

TPA’s publication, The Texas Philatelist. Making the presentation is

TPA President Art von Reyn. Charlie also received the award in

2003.

TPHS member Dale Lilljedahl of Dallas receives a silver

medal for “Themes of Texas” from chief judge Tim Bartshe.
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John Gross of Houston lamented he could not be in Dallas for the 2007 TPHS Spring Fling so he ex-

press mailed a batch of customized covers noting the Spring and Fall Flings - social hours that have

become very popular in Dallas and Houston. This one has the TEXPEX show cancellation on the day

of the 2007 Spring Fling - Friday, April 13 and the nondenominational “forever” stamp worth 41 cents.

Confederate Post Offices, Postmaster and Postmarks of
the Trans-Mississippi States book by Warren H. Sanders

and Erin R. Gunter, 125 pages, hardbound, 81/2 by 11 inch

format, The Confederate Stamp Alliance, Inc., 2007. 

DALLAS  – At TEXPEX in mid-April, many TPHS

members were able to see and purchase a copy of the new

Confederate Post Offices, Postmaster and Postmarks of the
Trans-Mississippi States book by Warren H. Sanders and

Erin R. Gunter.

The book is being hailed as the first definitive work on

the postmarks and post offices of the Trans-Mississippi

CSA states.

Obviously, the Trans-Mississippi Agency of the CSA

post office and the surrounding states and territories play a

major role in Texas postal history. Not only was the Agency

based in Marshall, Texas but the Confederate States post-

master general, John H. Reagan, a native of Tennessee,

lived in Texas at that time.

Authors Warren H. Sanders and Erin R. Gunter have

collected covers from the Trans-Mississippi states for more

than 40 years. Each have exhibited their collections and

won gold medals.  Both were editors of the New Dietz Con-

New Trans-Miss CSA book a help for Texas Postal History

See TRANS-MISS on Page 14
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Although the 41-cent “Forever” stamp debuted next to the Liberty

Bell in Philadelphia on April 12, some TEXPEX cachets were treated

with this “TEXPEX Station Second Day of Issue” cancellation on

April 13 - the opening day of the 2007 show. The Liberty Bell image

is called the “Forever” stamp because it sells at the new first class

rate of 41 cents but will remain valid for first-class postage regard-

less of future rate increases. The current 39-cent rate for first class

mail was to rise to 41 cents on May 14. This cover also features the

second day of issue for the nondenominated definitive American Flag

(41c) that was first issued in Washington DC on April 12. TEXPEX

cachets also carried the show’s official cancellation for the three days

of the World Series show - April 13, 14 and 15.

Double Second Day of Issue Cover
from TEXPEX federate Cover Catalogue and Hand Book

and both have been long-time members of

the Confederate Stamp Alliance Authenti-

cation Committee.

Listings for the Texas section cover 52

of the 125 pages. The authors admit there

will be inadvertent omissions although the

list of post offices is virtually complete.

This writer found a Cat Spring, Texas

manuscript marking from January, 1863

with a pair of the 1862 Jefferson Davis 5c

blue adhesives in my collection that is not

listed. The authors also note that the listing

of postmark data is ongoing, especially

manuscript.

TPHS President and CSA member

Vince King provided copies of the new

book at TEXPEX and sold them all. Only

250 copies were printed.  Confederate

Stamp Alliance members are being offered

copies at a discounted price of $35 post

paid. The retail price is $40 to non-CSA

members.  The publication was heavily

underwritten by the CSA to keep the cost

of the publication at a minimum.

The authors list these people among

the key contributors to the book: James R.

Alexander, Waco TX; the late Gordon G.

Bleuler, Dallas TX; James W. Bowman,

Lubbock TX; Lang Casebier, Austin TX;

the late William Emery, San Marcos TX;

the late Alice Lee Erichson, Ingleside TX;

the late John R. Hill Jr., Dallas TX; the

late J.R. Keeling, Corpus Christi TX;

William K. McDaniel, Angleton TX; John

N. Rowe III, Dallas TX; Jesse L. Vaughan

Jr., Galveston TX; and Joe Crosby, Okla-

homa City OK.

TRANS-MISS from Page 13

CHECK THE ENCLOSED
TPHS DIRECTORY

Please take a look at your entry in

the pullout TPHS Directory. Notify

Lyle Boardman about any errors or

changes you would like to see in

the listing.
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Seen at Auction

Term ‘Buyer Beware’ takes

on an entirely new meaning
Vince King

Usually the term “Buyer Beware” refers to the buyer of an ob-

ject or item having to personally perform his own due diligence

of research before taking the plunge and purchasing said item.

After tracking the prices realized of Texas postal history material

over the last several years this phrase has taken on an entirely

new meaning.

Witness the Texas CSA covers in the last several R.A.Siegel

auctions.  High quality Texas CSA items (and others for that mat-

ter) are realizing prices unheard of just a few years ago.  The

market for these better or unusually scarce items has certainly

seen a dramatic rise over the past two years.  This also applies to

Texas CSA ephemera.  Of note is a Texas CSA patriotic letter-

sheet estimated at $750-1000 that realized an eye-popping

$12,000.  Certainly many of the prices realized we see today will

be reflected in the upcoming publication of the New CSA hand-

book in 2010.

So as you ready your bids for any upcoming Texas CSA mate-

rial at auction . . . BUYER BEWARE . . . you are probably going

to have to pay A LOT more money for these items than you have

in the past!!!

APS Winter Ameristamp Expo, Harmer-Schau

Auctions, Feb. 9-11, 2007, Riverside CA.

Lot 1081 - (Fig. 1) U.S., 1867, 1¢ Blue, F. Grill, Strip of 3, on

Cover to Texas, #92. Tied by black ring cancels, Belton, Tex.

May 27 cancel, to San Augustine, TX., docketed May 24th, 1869,

stamps scissor separated at top, bottom and at left, scarce multi-

ple, Fine appearance. Est. $300/400. Realized $345.

Lot 2875 - (Fig. 2) Confederacy, 1862, 5¢ Light Blue, Used in

Texas, #6. Pair, margins all around, tied to homemade envelope

by Paris, Tex. Nov 9 c.d.s. in black, address to Gifford, TX, Very

Fine.  Estimate $150/200. Realized $310.50.

See SEEN AT AUCTION on Page 16

Figure 1

Figure 2
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Lot 3391 - (Fig. 3) U.S., Houston, Sam (Military); Autograph.

Red “Free” Washington Feb 21 c.d.s., local usage addressed to

Mr. Sam Colt, Washington City, signed by Sam Houston at the

upper right, small ink stain at top not affecting signature, great

historical cover, Fine to Very Fine.  Brookman $1,200.  Estimate

$400/600. Realized $805.

Lot 971 - U.S., 1851, 1¢ Blue, Type II Strip of 3, on Cover, #7.

Pos 67-69L showing double transfer, margins to cutting, horiz.

crease, with pen cancel from Madison, Te. FEB 18 to Knoxville,

Texas, back flap missing, Fine cover. Est. $100-120. Realized
$120.

Lot 2883 - Confederacy, 1863, 10¢ Greenish Blue, Used in

Texas, #11c. Margins all around, Waxahager, Tex. Feb 11 c.d.s.

in black, “PAID” h.s. to Dresden, Texas, cover a bit wrinkled,

otherwise Very Fine. Estimate $200-250. Realized $210.

Lot 1099 - (Figs. 4 & 5) U.S., 1901 With 1899 Puerto Rico 5¢,

8¢ and Brownsville, TX Registry Label, #Philippines 212-213.

Tied to registered letter by smudge cancels and 15 AGO 1901

cancel, various cancels incl. Ponce, Porto Rico May 6, 1901,

Brownsville, Texas May 20, 1901, Porto Rico 21 May 1901,

Dead Letter Bureau, Porto Rico SEP 20, 1901, various registry

markings and labels incl. Brownsville, Texas with purple h.s.,

cover soiled, but still attractive and extremely rare item, Fine,

only Brownsville label recorded. Est, $1,500-2,000. Realized
$3,200.

Lot 1088 - U.S., 1884, 10¢ Brown, Re-Engraved, Used As

Postage Due on Cover, #209. With Lommatzsch, Germany orig-

ination 23/1/84 cancel, to New Braunfels, Texas, New York Feb

12 84 Due 10 cents cancels at left, stamp s.e. at right, cover aged,

with contents, unusual item, Fine. Est. $75/100. Realized $70.

MAJOR BUYERMAJOR BUYER

REPUBLIC OF TEXAS
COVERS

from

Early 1836 to Early 1846

Reasonable Condition

Rex H. “Jim” Stever
44 Camden Place

Corpus Christi TX 78412-2613

Fax: 361-991-4688

rhstever@hotmail.com

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

See SEEN AT AUCTION on Page 17

Figure 3

Figures 4 & 5
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Cherrystone U.S. and Worldwide Stamps, New

York City, March 13-14, 2007.

Lot 1327 - United States Consular Mail 1905 stampless cover

from the French Vice-Consulate in Galveston, Texas to Paris, ap-

propriate consular hs on both sides, initially intended for postage

due with “T NY” hs, eventually excused with crayon obliteration,

v.f., with arrival pmk. Min. $140. Realized $130.

Siegel United States and Confederate States

Postal History, April 25-27, 2007, Sale 933.

Lot 905 – (Fig. 6) Alto Tex. Mar. 10. Circular datestamp with

day in ms. on orange cover to Centerville Ala., pencil “Paid 10”

at top right, ms. “Fwd. in haste” at bottom left, missing bottom

flap, Very Fine, ex Kohn. Est. 200-300. Realized $325.

Lot 906 - (Fig. 7) Houston Tex. Part strike of circular datestamp

on Oct. 14, 1863 edition of The Tri-Weekly Telegraph published

by E. H. Cushing, who also operated an express mail service be-

tween Texas and river offices along the Mississippi, printed on

green paper during shortage of regular paper, several fascinat-

ing news stories, in excellent condition, Very Fine and believed to

be a unique postally-used example of the green Telegraph, ex

Birkinbine. Est. 1,500-2,000. Realized $1,600.

Lot 907 - (Fig. 8) Tyler Texas May 18. Neat circular datestamp,

matching “PAID” with ms. “9” on courthouse cover to Galveston

Tex., 1861 docketing, some edgewear, appears Fine, extremely

rare triple 3c rate Confederate usage from Texas, with copy of

1991 C.S.A. certificate. Est. 300-400. Realized $400.

Lot 993 - (Fig. 9) 2c Green (3). Three large margins with part of

adjoining stamps on two sides, in at left and small bit overlapping

edge, tied by ms. cancel (cracked in places) on narrow wrapper

band around original August 26, 1863, edition of the The Tri-
Weekly Telegraph newspaper, “Houston Tex. Aug. 26” (slug

below date) circular datestamp in margin of newspaper. A very

fine and remarkable usage of the 2-cent green lithograph on a

Texas newspaper published by E. H. Cushing of Trans-Missis-

sippi express fame. The Houston Telegraph was published by E.

H. Cushing, who also operated an express mail service between

Texas and river offices along the Mississippi. Cushing’s express

started as early as 1862 and operated until it was banned by the

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Seeking

Prussian

Closed Mail

covers from

Texas

TOM KOCH

1013 Springbrook Dr.

DeSoto TX 75115

email:
TKOCH@ TX.RR.COM

See SEEN AT AUCTION on Page 18

Figure 6

Figure 8

Figure 7
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Confederate P.O. Dept. in 1864. Postmaster General Reagan was

unwilling to tolerate the loss of revenue to the department —

Cushing required only a 10c stamp per letter, while the post of-

fice charged 40c for their Trans-Mississippi Express. This edition

of the Telegraph contains several fascinating news accounts —

for example, headlines include “List of Casualties in the Battle of

Gettysburg, Pa. — Fourth Texas Regiment”, “By Pony Express

— Our Special Dispatches — Telegraphed from Beaumont”, re-

ports from “Headquarters, District of Texas, New Mexico and

Arizona”, and “Ladies’ Fashions”. Advertisements include re-

wards for return of runaway slaves and a notice from a man

whose wife left him that he will not honor her debts. The condi-

tion of the newspaper is excellent. A small acidified spot has been

reinforced with archival tape, and there are typical minor edge

tears and nicks. Our Levi records contain only six Texas usages

of the 2c Lithograph, of which this is the only newspaper. Est.

4,000-5,000. Realized $8,500.

Lot 886 - (Fig. 10) “Mason Tex. Feby 5 1861”. Manuscript post-

mark applied between Feb. 1, 1861, vote to secede and Mar. 2

entry date into Confederacy, on 3c Red Nesbitt entire to Wash-

ington D.C., sender’s route instructions “Via Overland Mail”,
slight wear and light crease at right, still Very Fine, extremely

rare Texas usage during this early period of secession (the popu-

lar referendum to secede took place on Feb. 23) Est. 200-300. Re-
alized $1,000.

Lot 887 - (Fig. 11) “Cypress Twp. Tex.  Mar. 5, 1861”. Ms.

pmk. on 3c Red Nesbitt entire to Rome Geo., some slight wear,

Very Fine, scarce usage on the last day Texas was an Independ-

ent State. Est. 300-400. Realized $550.

Lot 881 - (Fig. 12) Rare Texas Confederate Lone Star Flag

Lettersheet. Red and blue letterhead with 2 page contents date-

lined Hempstead, Feb. 7, 1861, mostly business matters though it

refers to Texas secession and ends: “A company went from this
place to the frontier to stop the Indian depradations I reckon they
have cleared them all out as we have heard nothing of ‘Injins’
since” Very Fine, the only recorded example of this patriotic let-

terhead, the matching patriotic cover is illustrated in Confederate
Patriotic Covers and Their Usages. Est. $750-1,000. Realized
$12,000.

Figure 9

Figure 11

Figure 10

Figure 12
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Texas History Timeline

Texan Lucille LeSeur became

a Hollywood actress of note
Kreg Walvoord

May 1, 1975 – Joan Winn became Texas’ first black woman

judge in Dallas County.  For more information see Black Texas
Women by Ruthe Winegarten, University of Texas Press, 1996.

May 3, 1968 – On this day  surgeon Denton Cooley and his asso-

ciates at Houston’s St. Luke’s Hospital performed the first heart

transplant in the United States.  For more information read Coo-
ley:  The Career of a Great Heart Surgeon by Harry Minetree,

Harper’s Magazine Press, 1973.

May 6, 1930 – On this day a massive storm front crossed Texas

and generated tornados at numerous spots around the state.  In

the morning tornados hit Austin, Spur, and Abilene.  In the after-

noon Ennis, Bynum, Irene, and Frost were hit.  In the evening

other tornados hit Kenedy, Runge, Nordheim, Bronson, Gonza-

les, and San Antonio.  At least 82 people were killed.  Please read

Tornado:  Texas Deamon in the
Wind by Dudley Lynch, Texian

Press, 1970.

May 10, 1977 – Actress Joan

Crawford died on this day in New

York.  Ms. Crawford was born Lu-

cille LeSeur in San Antonio in

1906.  Read Joan Crawford:  The
Essential Biography by Lawrence

Quirk, University Press of Ken-

tucky, 2002.

May 11, 1953 – Severe tornados

struck both Waco and San Angelo.

124 people were killed, many more

were injured or made homeless.  Further information can be

found in Tornados Over Texas:  A Study of Waco and San Angelo
in Disaster by Harry Moore, University of Texas Press, 1958.

May 12, 1903 – William Prather, President of the University of

Texas at Austin, was known for telling students that the state

looked to them to become the leaders of the future.  “The eyes of

Texas are upon you,” he would say.  John Sinclair used Prather’s

words to write new lyrics set to the music of I’ve Been Working

on the Railroad.  On this date the school’s glee club performed

the song for the first time for President Prather.  He was delighted

and the school got itself a song.  Please read The Eyes of Texas
by Jack Maguire, Amistad Press, 1982.

May 15, 1838 – Galveston County,

with the City of Galveston as its seat,

was established.  It was named for

Bernardo de Galvez, fourth governor

of Louisiana under Spain.  Please see

Galveston:  A History of the Island
by Gary Cartwright, Macmillan,

1991.

May 16, 1942 – Oveta Culp Hobby,

former parliamentarian of the Texas

House of Representatives and wife of

former Texas Governor Will Hobby,

was appointed on this day by Secretary of War Henry Stimson to

head the Women’s Auxiliary Army Corp, the WAACs.  She was

given the rank of colonel and would go on to be awarded the Dis-

tinguished Service Medal, the third highest decoration the army

awards.  Oveta was the first woman ever to receive this decora-

tion.  Please read Oveta Culp Hobby by Al Shire, Western Litho-

graph, 1997.

May 18, 1871 – Satanta, Big Tree,

Satank, and their Kiowa warriors

attacked Henry Warren’s wagon

train near Salt Creek hauling sup-

plies to Fort Griffin.  All the wag-

oneers were killed, the wagons

burned, and the mules stolen.  Gen-

eral William Tecumseh Sherman,

on an inspection tour of Texas, had

passed Salt Creek unmolested just

a few hours earlier.  News of the

massacre impressed Sherman to

send more federal troops to Texas to

deal with the problem.  See Fort Griffin on the Texas Frontier by

Carl Coke Rister, University of Okla-

homa Press, 1986.

May 19, 1891 – Rice University,

named after William Marsh Rice, re-

ceived its charter from the state gov-

ernment.  For more information see

Rice University by Stephen Fox,

Princeton Architectural Press, 2001.

May 25, 1896 – Katie Currie Muse or-

Joan Crawford

Satank

William Marsh Rice

Bernardo de Galvez
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ganized the first Texas chapter of the United Daughters of the

Confederacy in Victoria.  For more

information read Lives Full of
Struggle and Triumph by Bruce

Clayton, University Press of

Florida, 2003.

May 30, 1871 – On this day Ade-

laida Cuellar was born near Mate-

huala, Nuevo León, Mexico. After

getting married in Larado and be-

ginning a family, she decided to

supplement her family’s income by

selling tamales at  the Kaufman

County Fair.  Later several of her

sons opened restaurants in East

Texas and later in Dallas serving food based on Mama Cuellar’s

recipes.  Their first Dallas restaurant in Oak Lawn was called El

Charro, but would later become El Chico.  Read On the Border:
Society and Culture Between the United States and Mexico by

Andrew Wood, Rowman and Littlefield, 2004.

June 4, 1909 – The newly created Lone Star Gas Company filed

a charter with the state government on this day to begin opera-

tions.  For more information please consult Evolution of the Gas
Industry by Malcolm Peebles, New York University Press, 1980.

June 13, 1875 – Miriam Amanda Wal-

lace, Texas’ first woman governor, was

born on this day in Bell

County.  She later married

James Ferguson who also

became governor of

Texas.  The couple was

commonly called “Ma”

and “Pa” Ferguson.

For more information

read Miriam:  The
Southern Belle Who
Became the First
Woman Governor of

Texas by May

Nelson Paulis-

son, Eakin Press,

1995.

June 15 1921 –

On this day Bessie

Coleman became

the world’s first li-

censed black pilot. A native of Atlanta, Texas,

Bessie graduated from high school in Waxahachie

and attended Colored Agricultural and Normal

University in Oklahoma. After moving to

Chicago, she went to France and attended the avi-

ation school at Le Crotoy. The Federation Aero-

nautique Internationale issued her a pilot’s license.

She later became a stunt pilot and flew in many air

shows across the United States earning the nick-

name “Brave Bessie.”  She was killed in

an airplane crash in 1926 in Florida.  A

United States commemorative stamp

was issued in her honor in 1995.

July 17, 1945 – On this day Clara

Driscoll died in Corpus Christi.  She was

born in 1881 in St. Mary’s, Texas.  From

1903 to 1905 she worked with the

Daughters of the Republic of Texas to

acquire the Alamo by

personally pay-

ing most of

the purchase price.  In 1906 she mar-

ried Hal Sevier in New York City

and in 1914 they moved to Austin,

where he founded the Austin

American and she directed con-

struction of Laguna Gloria, a

mansion located on the Colorado

River.  During the next decade

much of her time, energy, and

money were devoted to historic

preservation and civic betterment.

In 1943 she presented Laguna Gloria

to the Texas Fine Arts Association to be

used as a museum.  Read Clara Driscoll:  An
American Tradition by Martha Turner, Madonna Press, 1979.

Adelaida Cuellar

“Ma” Ferguson
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