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The upcoming Schuyler Rumsey Sale 31 of Oct. 28-31, 2008

featured a tantilizing 1848 Gonzales, Texas cover featuring a pair

of U.S. No. 1s. I requested a preview of the actual cover and dis-

covered that the pair is not tied and has obvious areas where it

should have been if original to the folded letter.

However, the biggest problem is the manuscript “10” under

the pair. It can be seen through the stamp and/or the letter sheet

by shining a light on either side. Also, the pair is not affixed well

at right and the “covered-up” manuscript marking can be seen

there. This is definitely a “made-up” item (see image at right).

I returned the cover to Schuyler Rumsey and notified them of

my assessment. They reviewed the cover and agreed with my ob-

servation and conclusion. So the Gonzales cover featuring the

two 1847 Franklin 5c stamps (Lot 979, estimate $1000-$1500)

was withdrawn from the sale.

n

As we approach the holidays, it is always nice to give yourself

an early gift by paying your TPHS dues before the first of the

year. It makes Lyle Boardman happy and saves us from having

to send reminders. Your renewal form is included in this Journal.
n

Charles Deaton and I are still working on the Texas Section

of the new Confederate States Catalog. Let us know if you have

any of the town markings listed in the previous two Journals

(May and August of 2008). It’s still not too late to help us make

this the most complete listing of Texas Confederate town mark-

ings and images.

n

Don’t forget the 4th TPHS Fall Fling that will be held at

Grapevine, TX at 6 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 8 during the Mid-Cities

Stamp Expo. We will combine it with a short business meeting

but the social aspect and tradition we all enjoy will be the focus

of the gathering. Everyone should meet at the Mid-Cities show

during the day Saturday and we will caravan to the Fling.

From the President

1848 Gonzales cover taken

out of Schuyler-Rumsey sale
Vince King
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The Texas Postal History Society Journal is the offi-

cial publication of the Texas Postal History Society. It

is published quarterly. The TPHS is not responsible for

the accuracy of any contributed articles. Submitted ar-

ticles and images are welcome by the editor by regular

mail or electronic mail. The TPHS provides no guaran-

tee that submitted articles will be printed and when

they may be printed. Articles may be reproduced with

prior permission and attribution.

The Journal is available to members of the society.

Dues to the TPHS are $18 per year payable to the Sec-

retary-Treasurer. Single copies are $5 with $1 first

class postage.

Texas Postal
History Society

Journal

Texas Postal History Society Website:

http://www.texasphilatelic.org/texpex.html

Founded in 1975, the TPHS is affiliated with the

Texas Philatelic

Association and

the American

Philatelic Society.



World.
Our clients...

the

3100 Monticello, Suite 925   •   Dallas, Texas 75205   •   972/788-2100   •   FAX 972/788-2788
145 West 57th Street, 18th Floor   •   New York, N.Y. 10019   •   212/262-8400   •   FAX 212/262-8484

800 556 STAMP   800.556.7826   www.spinkshreves.com

STAMPS   BANKNOTES   MEDALS   COINS   BOOKS

At Spink Shreves,our clients have always been
our top priority. By earning the trust of collec-
tors around the world, we have grown to be the
only philatelic auction firm with the unlimited
global reach and resources to consistently
achieve “record-breaking” prices. We proudly
offer unsurpassed attention to detail and vast
philatelic knowledge. Award-winning color cat-

They Mean

alogs and strategic worldwide marketing efforts.
Numerous domestic and international locations.
And most importantly, our signature “First Class”
service for every client. In this ever-changing
world, you can be confident Spink Shreves will
continue to go to the ends of the earth to set the
standard for excellence.

Unlimited global reach

Worldwide marketing efforts

Live internet bidding

Strategic corporate locations

Vast philatelic knowledge

Award-winning catalogs

Signature “First Class” service
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New Book!New Book!

REPUBLIC POST
by Rex H. Stever

The story of how the

Texas Republic handled mail

Texas residents - $37.50 + $5 shipping
Out of state orders $35 + $5 shipping 

Place orders through:

Rex H. “Jim” Stever

44 Camden Place
Corpus Christi TX 78412-2613

Fax: 361-991-4688
rhstever@hotmail.com

After Ike ruins Houston Stamp Show, Fall Fling

reset Nov. 9 at Mid-Cities Expo in Grapevine TX
Our hearts went out to the organizers of the Greater Houston

Stamp Show that was cancelled because of catastrophic Hurri-

cane Ike on the weekend of Sept. 13. Not only was the show

called off but many of our philatelic colleagues suffered for days

and weeks without power to their homes.

The Humble Convention & Civic Center was used as a point

of distribution (POD) for water and prepared meals the week fol-

lowing the hurricane. Texas Postal History Society has ressched-

uled the Fall Fling social and business meeting for Saturday, Nov.

8 during the Mid-Cities Stamp Expo in Grapevine, Texas.

The regular TPHS business meeting and 4th Annual TPHS Fall

Fling is scheduled for 6 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 8. Members are

asked to gather at the show on Saturday afternoon and we will

caravan to the Fling site in Grapevine.

The 21st Mid-Cities Stamp Expo will be held at the

Grapevine Convention Center,1209 S. Main St., Grapevine, TX

Saturday, Nov. 9 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Sunday, Nov. 10

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The show features 26 dealers and a theme of “Take Me Out to

the Ballgame.” The show includes the U.S. Postal Service, silent

auction, chance board, Youth Activities Center, exhibits, door

prizes, and a giant mixture pick. Admission and parking are free.

The Baymont Inn & Suites-DFW Airport is the show hotel for

the Mid-Cities Stamp Expo, Nov. 8-9, 2008. The show rate is $89

plus tax for up to four persons. To make reservations please call

1-877-BAYMONT or 817-329-9300. The hotel is located at 301

Capitol Street, Grapevine TX 76051, 817-329-9300. The website

is www.baymontinns.com. It is located in the northeast quadrant

of the Hwy. 114/121 and S. Main Street intersection. The Con-

vention Center is just to the north of  Inn.

The MCSE Awards Dinner set for the Convention Center at

7:30 p.m., Saturday Nov. 8. The show website can be found at:

http://www.mid-citiesstampclub.com
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Set your sights on this joint exhibition, stamp and
postal history extravaganza that will be the largest
philatelic show in Texas since the Collectors Club of
Dallas organized the 1984 APS Annual Show!

The Texas Postal History Society will hold its regular
Saturday TEXPEX meeting along with the “Spring
Fling” party for members on Friday, Feb. 20.

ARLINGTON CONVENTION CENTER

1200 Ballpark Way, Arlington, TX 76011
Phone: 817-459-5000       Fax: 817-459-5091

$5 parking fee per day

SHERATON ARLINGTON HOTEL
1500 Convention Center Dr, Arlington TX 76011

Phone: 827-261-8200
Adjacent to the Convention Center with no parking fees for

hotel guests

Next to the Texas Rangers Ballpark, the new Dallas Cowboys
stadium, Six Flags Over Texas and many family attractions and
numerous restaruants . . .

Journal moves up to Vermeil

award at 2008 APS exhibit

The four-issue set of the 2007 Texas Postal History
Society Journal was awarded a Vermeil medal at the

2008 American Philatelic Society StampShow at Hart-

ford CT. This was a step up from the Silver award won

by the 2006 Journal set at the 2007 APS show.

On the critique sheet the judges noted that the publi-

cation was a “very well produced journal on a some-

what narrow field.” The judges suggested more content

about member services and a wider breadth of articles.

“We have taken the proper step to keep improving the

Journal,” said editor Tom Koch. “Now Gold is the

goal.”

Koch said the Journal received only half of the 20

points available for “Provi-

sion of Member Services”

and improvement in that

category would help put the

publication into the top tier.

“As always, we appeal to

the membership for sugges-

tions and interesting stories

about covers and collect-

ing,” he said. “If there are

member services informa-

tion we should be includ-

ing, then please share ideas

with us.” 

The reverse of the APS
medal reads, “StampShow
2008, Hartford CT, Texas
Postal History Soc. 
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By Tom Koch

The U.S. Post Office De-

partment began selling domestic

money orders in 1864 as a type

of check intended to provide a

safe alternative to sending cash in

the mail. The concept originated in England in the 1790s

by a private company but the high expense prevented its

immediate success.

This story focuses on the following aspects of postal

money order forms and cancellations:

1. Those used in Texas near the turn of the 19th century

on money order applications, Advice of U.S. Postal Money

Order forms, and coupons.

2. The Spanish-American War tax on money orders.

3. Odd use or misuse of the Money Order Business

(M.O.B.) handstamp device in canceling regular mail.

There were no internal money order post offices in

Austin County, Texas in 1892. By 1894 there were three

among the 17 post offices in the county issuing money or-

ders – Bellville, Sealy and Industry.

A patron could fill out an Application for Money

Order form to purchase a single money order that would

designate exact payment from one cent to 100 dollars to

another person or entity (similar to a certified check). The

payer filled out the application, the postmaster applied his

office’s M.O.B. handstamp and entered the transaction in

his Domestic Money Order Cash Book. Then he filled out

an Advice of U.S. Postal Money Order to be sent “by the

first mail” to the post office of payment before the payment

could be made. These forms feature the M.O.B. hand-

stamps of both the sending and receiving offices. The re-

ceiving office was to hit the form twice – once on the date

of receipt and again on the date of payment.

The preponderance of examples shown here originated

The M.O.B
in

Texas

Above - An 1895 Advice of Money Order Form with the Cat Spring
TX M.O.B. handstamp to Industry, Texas signed by postmaster
Mima Hassler.  Below - A reduced image of a money order applica-
tion presented to the Industry Post Office with a red ink M.O.B.
stamp of that office. Initialed by postmaster Charles F. Knolle (CFK).
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in the small Industry, Texas post office. Charles F.

Knolle hailed from a prominent family in the Industry

area and served as postmaster from Sept. 5, 1894 to

Feb. 1, 1938. Ernst Knolle was the Industry postmas-

ter from 1855 to 1859. Upon payment the Advice was

to be kept by the receiving postmaster for

at least four years “after which it may be

disposed of as waste paper.” If the order

went unpaid for a year, the Advice was

sent to the auditor of the Post Office

Dept.  Postmasters were paid 3 cents per

order out of the regular fee.

Two-Cent M.O.B. War Tax

Most all of the forms have spike

holes and apparently Knolle packed these

in a box and likely forgot about them.

Also kept were his two Domestic Money

Order Cash Books noting his M.O.B.

payouts and income from Jan. 28, 1898

to May, 1904. The books reflect a two-

cent war tax on each money order sold to

help fund the war against Spain. The reg-

ular money order rate during this time is

shown in the chart on Page 10. Some

time in 1894 the Post Office Department

altered the categories and fee rates as

shown in the chart. 

With no income tax and facing

strong objections to other internal tax proposals, the

U.S. government relied upon tariffs for revenue from

1896-1910. Through an Act, the 55th Congress author-

ized an array of taxes “to provide ways and means to

meet war expenditures, and for other purposes” on

Above - Postmaster
Charles F. Knolle’s gen-
eral merchandise store
and U.S. Post Office in
Industry, TX where he
applied most of the
M.O.B. cancels dis-
played with this story.

At left - This is the
same building today,
only it is now located
on the town square in
nearby Round Top, TX
(Fayette County) where
it serves as an antique
shop. 

Another  version of a Cat Spring TX Advice form of April 27, 1896 is shown above. The reverse shows the red Industry TX M.O.B. stamp noting the post
office received it on the same day. Industry postmaster Charles Knolle applied the red handstamp the next day when the money order was cashed. 
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On Jan. 19, 1900, Industry postmaster Charles F. Knolle entered Application orders numbered 441 through 443 (shown on page 9) in his Cash Book. To
process the forms he used blue ink with the handstamp, and initialed them CFK. On the lower part of the book page shown above, he noted “To Special
War Tax on 3 orders at 2” totaling 6 cents. Fees totaled 16 cents. All three of these forms for amounts $9.90, $4.00 and $1.55 match the $15.35 he en-
tered along with a balance forward of $116.24, 16 cents in order fees and 6 cents of war tax to carry forward $131.91.
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June 13, 1898 (the fiscal year ended in the middle of the summer).

In Fifty-Fifth Congress, Chapter 448, under Section A,

Stamp Taxes is this entry: “Bill of exchange (inland), draft, certifi-

cate of deposit drawing interest, or order for payment of any sum of

money, otherwise than at sight or on demand, or any promissory

note except bank notes issued for circulation, and for each renewal

of same, for a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, two cents;

and for each additional one hundred dollars or fractional part

thereof in excess of one hundred dollars, two cents. And from and

after the first day of July, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, the

provisions of this paragraph shall apply as well on original domestic

money orders issued by the Government of the United States, and

the value of the price of such money orders shall be increased by a

sum equal to the value of the stamps herein provided for.”

There were additional “sin” taxes on beer, snuff, and tobacco

(doubled), and even on chewing gum. Taxes also hit banks, pawn

shops, theaters, circuses, bowling alleys and pool halls.

Matching Applications to the Cash Book

Knolle’s first war tax entry was on July 2, 1898. On Jan. 19,

1900, he entered Application orders numbered 441 through 443,

used blue ink with the handstamp, and initialed them CFK. In the

book he noted “Special War Tax on 3 orders at 2” totaling 6 cents.

Fees totaled 16 cents. All three of these forms are shown at left for
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amounts $9.90 (8c fee), $4.00 (5c fee) and $1.55 (3c

fee) matching the $15.35 he entered in the ledger for

that date. See the images on pages 8 and 9. The appli-

cations were entered on the left side of the ledger.

On the right side of the ledger the postmaster

marked payments he made when cashing a money

order after matching it with the Advice. On. Aug. 6,

1898 nearby Welcome, Texas postmaster John Reichle

sent Advice number 64 to the Industry post office.

When it arrived on Aug. 9 Knolle applied his M.O.B.

cancel in red on the reverse. When the order was paid

on Aug. 11 he again applied the red M.O.B. cancel.

The ledger entry shown above notes that No. 64 was

entered as paid on Aug. 11, 1898.

The war tax was repealed and ceased on June 30,

1901; however, Knolle’s last war tax entry was on July

13, 1901. On July 16 he credited 64 cents “by return-

ing war tax on 32 orders at 2.” On July 31 he debited

“To war tax not returned 3 orders at 2.”

After final accounting of the fiscal year ending

June 30, 1902, the Post Office Department had col-

lected $1.93 million from the money order tax nation-

wide, payable to the Internal Revenue Service.

Postmaster Misuse of M.O.B. Handstamps

M.O.B. devices were not for use for any other

purpose than for stamping money orders and advices

and requisitions.

Postmasters in small Texas towns did the oppo-

site. They occasionally misused the M.O.B. device for

canceling regular mail and substituting the M.O.B. for

registered and parcel post handstamps. This misuse

was likely because the regular town datestamp for

U.S. POD Money Order Fees 1893-94

For Orders for sums of $5 or less ..........................................5c
Over $5 and not exceeding $10.............................................8c
Over $10 and not exceeding $15.........................................10c
Over $15 and not exceeding $30.........................................15c
Over $30 and not exceeding $40.........................................20c
Over $40 and not exceeding $50.........................................25c
Over $50 and not exceeding $60.........................................30c
Over $60 and not exceeding $70.........................................35c
Over $70 and not exceeding $80.........................................40c
Over $80 and not exceeding $100.......................................45c

U.S. POD Money Order Fees 1894-95

For Orders for sums not exceeding $2.50.............................3c
Over $2.50 and not exceeding $5 .........................................5c
Over $5 and not exceeding $10 ............................................8c
Over $10 and not exceeding $20........................................10c
Over $20 and not exceeding $30........................................12c
Over $30 and not exceeding $40........................................15c
Over $40 and not exceeding $50........................................18c
Over $50 and not exceeding $60........................................20c
Over $60 and not exceeding $75........................................25c
Over $75 and not exceeding $100......................................30c

The money order Advice #64 from Welcome TX of Aug. 6 shown below
was entered into the Industry TX cash book on Aug. 11 shown above. 
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postmarking letters was lost, stolen or destroyed.

Postal Laws and Regulations of 1913 explain the

policy:

Money Order System, Money Order Dating

Stamps and Signatures to Money Orders, Sec. 1140:

The special dating stamp, known as the “M.O.B.” stamp,

shall be used for stamping money orders and advices

and upon requisisitons for money order supplies, but

shall not be used in postmarking letters. 2. When a

M.O.B stamp is lost, stolen, or destroyed, the ordinary

post marking stamp may be used in transacting money-

order business until a new M.O.B. stamp has been pro-

cured.”

Samples illustrated include a hexagonal M.O.B

marking from Hubbard, Texas in 1888. Most are dou-

ble circle handstamps except for one from Hal-

lettsville. Included are Big Spring (1891), Hallettsville

Single circle, straight line Hallettsville M.O.B. instead of Registered stamp

Double circle Lark TX M.O.B. on a 1c postal reply card

Double circle Bells TX M.O.B. on a 1c postal reply card

Double circle Fate TX M.O.B. stamp cancelling 3c regular postage Cleveland TX M.O.B. used instead of the usual parcel post stamp

Hexagonal Hubbard TX M.O.B stamp on an 1888 letter



(1897), Bells (1920), Annarose (1930), Lark (1941),

and Fate (1947).

In Cleveland, Texas the postmaster used his

M.O.B. device as an originating mark on a 1923 par-

cel post tag from Industry.

Conclusion

M.O.B. markings add a nice touch in rounding

out town, county or state postal history collections.

We are fortunate that postmaster Knolle did not de-

stroy his old box of forms and ledgers as he well

could have. They’ve offered a small glimpse into

methods of small town Texas postmasters in the late

1800s and early 1900s.

Sources

Annual Reports of the Post-Office Dept. for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1902
– Washington D.C., Government Printing Office, pp. 150.

Fifty-Fifth Congress, Sess. II. Ch. 448, 1898, pp. 459.

Postal Laws and Regulations 1913, VI – Money Order Dating Stamps and Sig-

natures to Money Orders, Sec. 1140, pp. 537-538.

Historical Accounts of Industry, Texas 1831-1986, Ann and James Lindemann

and William Richter, New Ulm Enterprise Print, New Ulm, Texas, 1986.
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Annarose TX M.O.B. stamp used in addition to 4-bar cancellation

Double circle Big Spring TX M.O.B. date stamp on 2c entire



This Shiner, Texas cover

from March 26, 1901 to Ger-

many features the U.S. regu-

lar issue of 1897-1903 – 1c

deep green, 5c dark blue and

15c olive green. According to

the 1900 U.S. Federal Census

(via Ancestry.com) the

sender, Richard Oertel, lived

in Shiner, Texas with wife

Louise. Born in Germany

about 1867, Richard and his

wife had three daughters in

1901 – Hildegard, Gertrude

and Renata. The census lists

him as a Lutheran minister

who immigrated in 1888.

In 1891 the Immanuel

Luthern Church of Clifton,

Texas issued a call for a pas-

tor. Richard Oertel was hired

for $150 a year and a small

two-room cottage was built as

a parsonage at a cost of $36.

“While at Clifton, Pastor Oer-

tel also served Waco, Coyrell

City, Hubbard, Copperas

Cove, McGregor, Dallas and

Womack for a short time.

He conducted a parochial

school mostly during the win-

ter months, for which he re-

ceived a small tuition fee

from non-member parents.”

The 1910 census has his fam-

ily in Elk, Nebraska where he

continued as a Lutheran pas-

tor. So Rev. Oertel missed the

arrival of Shiner’s modern

trademark - The Spoetzl

Brewery and Shiner beers that

started in 1915. 

Sources - Ancestry.com

and History of Immanuel

Lutheran Church, Clifton,

Texas (online).

Reverend Oertel a man of many towns

The registry fee in 1901 was 8c. The UPU foreign postage rate was 5c putting this letter at a single
rate of 13c. The total postage applied was 33 cents indicating a quadruple rate with three of the 1c
stamps used as seals along with a wax imprint of “R.O.”

Lutheran Minister in Shiner
Texas Postal History Society Journal, Vol. 33, No. 4, November 2008 Page 13



Fall, if you can call it that in Texas, rolled in quietly and still

most all of the auction action came from Ebay. There were no ab-

solute knock-out items; however, you can see by the following

that Texas postal history continues to have a presence on the web.

In the Feburary issue we will cover a nice offering of Texas

material from the Schuyler Rumsey Sale 31 of United States

Stamps and Postal History, Oct. 28-31-2008.

Boerne, TX APR/28 1875 pmk w/ target killers, Sept. 16,

2008, Item 220279530014, Boerne TX APR/28 1875 pmk w/ tar-

get killers on 3cts green banknote & #U165 Stationery Entire ad-

ditional stamp removed at top addr Berne Switzerland w/ Red

New York Reg. transit & multiple Swiss transit & receiving

strikes on reverse framed S/L Charge at center Fine. 3 bids. Real-
ized $5.50.

To Germany, Flatonia, TX Oct/10/86 double cir, Sept. 16,

2008, Item 220279535245, to Germany Flatonia TX Oct/10/86

double circle pmks w/ grid cnls tie #206 210 on #U236 Entire

opening tear at UL soiling addr Oldenburg Germany VF. No bids.

To Germany, Flatonia, TX Mar/15/87 double cir, Sept. 9,

2008, Item 380060723113. 1 bid. Realized $14.

US 1906 Tyler TX registered #2, Sept 18, 2008, Item

140266367998. 3 bids. Realized $6.50.

Morris Ranch, Texas 1893 Cover U349 Embossed

Columbian, Sept. 18, 2008, Item 360088118495. A neat old

u349 embossed Columbian Expo envelope with return address

Charles Morris, Morris Ranch, Texas—circular date stamp “Mor-

ris Ranch, Tex Sep 8 1893” with target killer addressed to Ameri-

Seen at Auction

Most auction activity found

on Ebay as fall season begins
Vince King

Ebay 220279530014

Ebay 380060723113

Ebay 220279535245

Ebay 140266367998
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can Book Co. in Cincinnati, on back receiving stamp Sep 11,

1893 - very good condition - nice impression of hard to find

Texas small town postmark, discontinued post office - in fact,

Morris Ranch is now referred to as a Texas ghost town. 8 bids.

Realized $10.01.

1929 Kaufman Texas C11 x4 Beacon Air Marines in Haiti,

Sept. 13, 2008, Item 230288819243. 1929 Kaufman Texas Can-

cels tie C11 x4 Beacon Airmails to Fine Cover to Haiti,  US Ma-

rine Corps Port Au Prince Haiti, Fine 4 Bar Backstamp, Nice

Cover! 4 bids. Realized $31.55.

Sc.#319g pair&single-Military-Gen.McCaskey-TEXAS-

MEXICO, Sept. 12, 2008, Item 300256407898. Preprinted

“Headquaters/Department of Texas/San Antonio.” envelope

franked with a pair & single Sc.#319g(Type I) tied by Barry

Type~KS-6(1)~SEP 4,1906 Fort Worth,Texas machine

cancel.The Cover was addressed by General William Spencer

McCaskey to his wife at THE AMERICAN CLUB,Mexico

City,Mexico.There is a black Mexico backstamp and a blue dou-

ble oval “8SEP.1906/THE AMERICAN CLUB” private hand-

stamp. The letter is four pages folded on “San

Antonio,Headquaters” letterhead and signed “I love you,Al-

ways/William.“The two inside pages discusses Cavalry & Ar-

tilliary and he mentions Col.McGleruant, Majors Brown, Relier,

Fuiley & Wallace.”We will leave tomorrow noon for Denver.I

have ordered Major Pemrose and other officers of the 25th to

meet me at Division Headquaters.“ These booklet stamps were

used as intended at the start of the 20th century by a man that al-

ways was always moving and always writing. Williams Civil War

Letters to his brother Jack and Sister in Law Ellen,about his cam-

paigns in Georgia with Gen.Sherman form a collection at the

University of Georgia.General McCaskey was the Captain in

charge of Fort Abraham Lincoln that told Mrs.Custer and other

family of the deaths at Little Big Horn.He was in the Frontier of

Dakata, Montana,and Minnesota in the 1880’s and fought in

Cuba during the Spanish American War.He retired at the rank of

Major General in Oct.1907. 1 bid. Realized $28.98.

1878 Bristol Texas (DPO) forwarded to Waterville Me,

Sept. 12, 2008, Item 380055754057. Very Fine cover from scarce

Texas town.  Bristol Tex  (Ellis Co.)  1875 - 1906  RF5. 1 bid. Re-
alized $7.50.

Ebay 230288819243

Ebay 380055754057

Ebay 360088118495
Ebay 300256407898

Ebay 350094869667
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Jackson Texas To Bolivar Tn Stampless Cover, Sept. 9,

2008, Item 350094869667. Jackson Texas to Bolivar tn stampless

cover, few creases and tears. 15 bids. Realized $76.99. (Editor’s
Note: This cover was misidentified as Texas but is actually from
Jackson, Tennessee).

1878 Brazoria Texas letter & Cover, Sept. Sept. 9, 2008,

Item 120301075916. 5 bids. Realized $34.99.

Registered Mail Return Receipt Requested Dallas Texas,

Sept. 6, 2008, Item number: 180283545776. 1c green and registry

handstamps on reverse. 1 bid. Realized $4.99.

Advertising Overall Mfg. Sherman,Tx 1915 Multi-Color,

Sept. 13, 2008, Item 160280382972. Beautiful multi-color train

related cachet for Interurban special variety. UNION MADE-IN

“TEXAS”. Sherman Overall Mfg. Co. Exhibition Quality. VF. 3

bids. Realized $26.85.

Galveston TX Beach & Bathers Meter Slogan, Sept. 8,

2008, Item 170257744068. 1950 Galveston, Texas Pitney-Bowes

meter cut with a pictorial slogan of bathers enjoying the beach at

Galveston, Texas 2 bids. Realized $11.29.

Volente, Tx. [DPO] 1902 ms. Beauty!, Sept. 7, 2008, Item

160278294410. Volente, Tx [1886-09] 1902 ms. cancel. 1 bid.

Realized $9.99.

WWII 1945 Camp Hood, Killeen, Tx Registered Cover,

Sept. 5, 2008, Item 250288539283. Cover is canceled ‘Killeen,

Tex’ 12 Jul 1945 & 13 Jul 1945 ‘Dallas, TX’ (on the back of the

cover). It is franked with prexie stamp #820 ‘Buchanan’.

This envelope is in good condition, but the flap is sealed. It was

sent from ‘Station Hospital, Camp Hood, Texas’ to American Air-

lines in Dallas. 1 bid. Realized $4.99.

Air Crash Cover New York,N.Y. Nov 28 1949 To

Dallas,Tex, Sept. 8, 2008, Item 150288790294. Scott UC3  6c

Orange Air Crash Cover NEW YORK ,N.Y. NOV 28 7-PM 1949

Ebay 170257744068

Ebay 

Ebay 160280382972

Ebay 160278294410

Ebay 150288790294

Ebay 120301075916
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to DALLAS,TEX. “Damaged In Air Crash Nov 29 ‘49 DAL-

LAS,TEX.” M.W. Parsons imports and Plymouth Organic Labo-

ratries -59 Beekman St -New York 7 ,N.Y. to  Thompson-

Hayward Chemical Co.- P.O.Box 6226 - Dallas,Tex. (Accident

description: Date: 29 NOV 1949; Time: 05:49; Type: Douglas

DC-6; Operator: American Airlines: Total airframe hrs: 5260; En-

gines: 4 Pratt & Whitney R-2800-34; Crew: Fatalities: 2 / Occu-

pants: 5; Passengers: Fatalities: 26 / Occupants: 41; Total:

Fatalities: 28 / Occupants: 46: Airplane fate: Written off (dam-

aged beyond repair); Location: Dallas-Love Field, TX; Phase:

Approach (APR); Flight number 157). 7 bids. Realized $41. 

1858 Pleasant Run ,Texas Manuscript Cover Indiana,

Sept. 14, 2008, Item 310082486435. Cover has wear and missing

85% of back flap, vertical crease at center. 3 bids. Realized $20.

1945 Texas Gorgeous Flags Staehle Cachet Block FDC,

Sept. Item 220278421217. 7 bids. Realized $10.46.

1969 Airport Dedication – Laredo, Texas, Sept. 9, 2008,

Item 190249077536.  7 bids. Realized $15.50.

Dallas Texas Oct 15 1930, Atlanta-Los Angeles Route 33,

Sept. 2, 2008, Item 120298898446. 9 bids. Realized $27.

Fort Worth Texas Oct 15 1930, Southern Trans-Continen-

tal, Sept. 2, 2008, Item 120298898747. 8 bids. Realized $27.

Fort Davis, Texas 1857 Manuscript Cancel, Sept. 24, 2008,

Item 280267167822. 10 bids. Realized $138.49

Ebay 220278421217

Ebay 120298898747

Ebay 190249077536

Ebay 120298898446

Ebay 280267167822
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19th Century EXPRESS

COMPANY COVERS

to, from and through

Texas

(including Jones Express,

Cushing’s Express,

Wells Fargo and others)

Larry Ballantyne

P.O. Box 6634
Katy, TX 77491-6634

lballantyne@msn.com

Member
APS-TPA-TPHS-USPCS
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Azle, Tx/1893 to Vernon, Tx, Sept. 23, 2008, Item

230292111786. Envelope mailed from Azle, Tx in 1893 ad-

dressed to Vernon, Tx. 10 bids. Realized $32.76.

Ebay 230292111786

Be sure and pay your dues for 2009!
Letter-sized form inside this issue
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Rex H. “Jim” Stever has produced a new and highly informative

book titled Republic Post:  Texas Mail Late 1835 to Early 1846 that

is about the mails during the Republic of Texas (1836-1845). 

The 200-page, hardbound book comes with a dust jacket and has

an 8 1/2  x 11 format. Included is information from previous writings

on the Texas Repblic's postal system and operation.

The first part includes a discussion of the history and government

of the Republic, the need to communicate, finances, and the Texas

Consular Service, domestic and foreign.  The second part covers

postal matters such as the Postmaster-Generals, the establishment

and closing of post offices, Republic townmarks, postage rates, post

routes, and mail delivery.  There are four pages of bibliography and a

10- page index. Of particular note are 120 maps of Republic post

routes, a feature never before presented  in any publication.  There

are illustrations of some early Texans, 36 covers from Stever’s per-

sonal collection and others, along with other pertinent illustrations

relating to Texas history and the delivery of the mails.

Orders for the book can be placed through Rex H. “Jim” Stever,

44 Camden Place, Corpus Christi TX 78412-2613. The fax number

is 361-991-4688 and his email address is rhstever@hotmail.com.

The cost per copy for Texas residents is $37.50 plus $5 shipping

for a total of $42.50. Out of state orders per copy are $35 plus $5

shipping for a total of $40.

Stever’s Republic Post book has previously unpublished material
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Texas History Timeline

Battle of New Orleans gave fame

to E. Texas singer Johnny Horton
Kreg Walvoord

Nov. 5, 1960 - On this day singer

Johnny Horton died in a car accident

in Milano, TX.  Though born in Los

Angeles in 1925, Horton grew up in

East Texas. In 1955 Horton joined the

Louisiana Hayride under the stage

name “The Singing Fisherman.”  He

scored his first hit “Honky Tonk

Man” in 1956 and achieved his first

No. 1 country recording with “When

It’s Springtime in Alaska” years later.

He had crossover appeal on both

country and popular music radio sta-

tions and songs such as “The Battle

of New Orleans” attracted a wide au-

dience.  Read The Handbook of Texas Music edited by Roy

Barkley, Texas State Historical Association, 2003.

Nov. 15, 1901 - Armel Keeran, the granddaughter of Texas

cattleman John N. Keeran, was born in San Antonio on this day.

As a child she developed an interest in Brahman cattle on her fa-

ther’s ranch, and after graduating from college she moved back to

the ranch and spent her life raising Brahmans.  She was widely

known as an outspoken advocate and breeder of the hump-backed

cattle.  She was the first woman in the U.S. to raise Brahmans

and the second woman to sit on a board of a major cattle associa-

tion.  She developed the largest herd of Brahman cattle in the

U.S. at that time.  She died of a stroke and complications of dia-

betes in 1967 in Victoria.  For more information read Women of
the Range by Elizabeth Maret, Texas A&M Univ. Press, 1993.

Dec. 3, 1885 - The Dallas Morning News
bought out its major competitor, the Dal-

las Herald on this day in 1885.  The

Herald was founded in 1849 by

James W. Latimer and William Wal-

lace, who purchased the Paris,

Texas Times and moved it to Dal-

las. Originally a weekly, the Her-
ald began publishing a daily

morning edition in 1874.  Owning

a newspaper already in Galveston,

by 1879 Alfred H. Belo (shown at

left) wanted to establish a newspaper

in Dallas.  When Belo’s efforts to pur-

chase the Herald failed, he sent George

Bannerman Dealey (shown at

right) to launch the Morning News
on Oct. 1, 1885. The Morning
News enjoyed the advantage of

strong financial support and an ac-

cumulation of journalistic experi-

ence. Within a month and a half it

absorbed its older rival.  This Her-
ald was not the Times-Herald of

the 20th century. See The First
Texas News Barons by Patrick

Cox, Univ. of Texas Press, 2005.

Dec. 7, 1941 - During the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor,

Texas native Doris Miller responded courageously.  He was a

mess steward on the USS West Virginia.  When the attack came,

he went on deck and manned an

unattended deck gun. It was

Miller’s first experience firing

such a weapon because black

sailors serving in the segregated

navy were not given gunnery

training. Although later news sto-

ries credited Miller with downing

from two to five airplanes, the ac-

counts have never been verified.

Miller said he thought he hit one

of the planes. The navy awarded

him the Navy Cross. He died Nov.

24, 1943, when his ship, the air-

craft carrier Liscome Bay, was tor-

pedoed and sunk.  Please read Doris Miller:  A Silent Medal of
Honor by Vickie Miller, Eakin Press, 1997.

Dec. 20, 1836 - On this day in 1836, the Congress of the Re-

public of Texas formally approved the Post Office Dept.  Presi-

dent Houston named Robert Barr of Nacogdoches postmaster

general.  When Barr died in 1839, Houston chose John Rice

Jones as his successor.  Jones patterned the Texas postal system

after that of the United States.  All persons transporting mail for

the Post Office during 1837 could take payment in land at 50

cents an acre.  Postal rates were 6.25 cents for the first 20 miles,

and rose to 12.5 cents for up to 50 miles. The rates applied to

one-page letters folded over and addressed on the front. For

more information read The Texas Republic Postal System by

Harry Konwiser, H. L. Lindquist, 1933.

Johnny Horton

Doris (Dorie) Miller



QUALITY POSTAL HISTORY

Also, well-stocked in U.S., Classics, Revenues and Locals
Please visit my table at the Greater Houston Stamp Show

Humble Convention Center, Humble, Texas, Sept. 19-21, 2008 

Park Cities Stamps
Byron Sandfield

64405 North Central Expressway #316

Dallas, Texas 75206

e-mail: byron@mailtlc.com

For Appointment:  214-361-4322
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WORLD  POSTAL  HISTORY.    COPIES  OF  MATERIAL  FROM 

YOUR  COLLECTING  INTEREST  SENT  UPON  REQUEST.
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VANCE RIGHTMIRE
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